
General Meeting Minutes 
June 25, 2009 
Marshall, MI 

 
 
 

The General Business Meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Welcoming Remarks 
President Whitney Miller welcomed all to Marshall, Michigan. 
 
Election Announcements 
Miller announced nominations for board positions and introduced this year’s 
candidates.  The ballots were collected. 
 
Minutes from the 2008 General Business Meeting 
Secretary Susan Panak reviewed the minutes from the Mackinaw City meeting 
(supplied at registration).  The minutes were accepted by the membership. 
 
Annual Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Kristen Chinery read the June 25, 2009 Treasurer’s Report to the 
membership  (see attached).  Chinery noted the FDIC insurance charge to the 
account. 
 
Membership Blog 
MAL Melinda Isler presented the blog format to the general membership 
including a snapshot flyer.  Membership is invited to participate in the blog.  The 
Listserv is still viable. 
 
Discussion and Vote on Constitution and Bylaw Change 
Miller overviewed the process of corrections being made to the constitution and 
by-laws.  Substantial changes are as follows: 
 

CONSTITUTION 

  

 IV.  4. f. Changed from institution to facility.  This would allow more 

than two people from an institution but not the same facility.  This would 

allow large organizations such as the State of MI, or Universities to have 

representatives from different parts of the organization.   An example 

would be U of M Library and U of M School of Information,  which are 

two different, unrelated  facilities, even though they are part of the same 

institution. 

  

Rationale for change:  1)  The Board wishes to foster more participating 

within the organization; including, not excluding, those who wish to 

volunteer to participate on the Board. 2) We have not had a problem with 



one institution dominating the governance of MAA in the past. 3) The 

membership always has the opportunity to vote against a nominee to the 

Board. 

  

        4. i.  Change required by state law.  All resignations of Board 

Members must be in writing. 

  

IV. Section 7 and 8 was initially written to address changes to state laws 

in 1987 concerning fiscal responsibility and liability for nonprofit 

institutions. This year we updated the language to improve readability and 

eliminate redundancy. 

  

V. 2.-4.  allows for changes to the bylaws to be made only by the 

membership at the annual meeting.  However, discussion and review can 

still occur at any meeting.   The change mirrors the procedure for 

proposing amendments. 

   

BYLAWS 

  

              IV. 4. d.  This section was added to reflect that it is easier for the 

treasurer to perform this task because membership money is paid directly 

to the treasurer. 

 
John Sheridan made motion to accept the body of changes presented as a 
whole.  Marian Matyn seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Election Results 
Miller announced the entire slate of candidates was elected as follows: 
 
-Kristen Chinery, Treasurer (2009-2011) 
-Amy Reimann, Conference Coordinator (2009-2011) 
-Nancy Richard, Member-at-Large #1 (2009-2011), two years remaining 
-Rebecca Bizonet, Member-at-Large #2 (2008-2011), two years remaining 
-Sarah Roberts, Member-at-Large #3 (2007-2010), one year remaining 
-Barbara DeWolfe, Member-at-Large #4 (2007-2010), one year remaining 
-Melinda Isler, Member-at-Large #5 (2009-2012), full term 
-Carol Vandenberg, Member-at-Large #6 (2009-2012), full term 
 
New Business 
A member inquired as to the plans for the Vice-President Board position vacated 
due to the resignation of the President.  It was announced that the position will be 
kept open for the final year of its three year term. It will be filled next year through 
the normal election process.   If a vacancy of a designated vice president is 
deemed to be an unsatisfactory situation, a temporary Vice-President will be 
appointed.  
 



Tom Nanzig motioned to tender thanks to Brecque Keith for her year of service to 
MAA.  Craig Wright seconded the vote.  The motion was carried. 
 
Membership directories will be sent electronically unless requested otherwise. 
 
Surveys were given to membership to explore their feeling on changes to the 
organization.  These surveys are to be returned to President Whitney Miller. 
 
Members were invited to attend the reception at the Honolulu House after the 
afternoon tours and to also participate in the silent auction which proceeds 
benefit Local History Day and the Scholarship Fund. 
 
There was no other new business. 
 
Recognition of Departing Board Members 
 
Jennie Thomas, Heidi Christein and Bob Garrett were thanked for their service 
as Board Members and given Schuler’s gift bags. 
 
On behalf of departing members Matt Daley and Brecque Keith, donations will be 
made to the scholarship fund. 
 
Next Year’s Conference 
 
The 2010 conference will be held in Detroit, Michigan. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The General Business Meeting was adjourned at 2:21 pm. 
 


