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Portia Vescio made a winning bid in MAA’s Annual Meeting Silent Auction.  She holds her prize – 
a gift basket from Schuler’s Restaurant & Pub, June 26, 2009.
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MAA Board Members, Fall 2009
Whitney Miller 
President (2009-2012, serving one year remaining of  2008-2010 term)
University Archives and Historical
Collections, 101 Conrad Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327
(517) 355-2330
millerwh@msu.edu

Vacant
Vice-President/President-Elect (2008-2010)
NOTE:  Whitney Miller (elected Vice President/President-Elect 
in 2008) assumed the responsibilities of  President in 2009.  The 
Vice-President position will remain vacant until the next election in 
June 2010.  If  the MAA Board deems this to be an unsatisfactory 
situation, an interim Vice-President will be appointed.

Susan Panak 
Secretary (2008-2010)
Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library
Spring Arbor University
106 E. Main Street
Spring Arbor, MI 49283
(517) 750-6434 
spanak@arbor.edu

Kristen Chinery 
Treasurer (2009-2011)
Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 577-8377
ac9538@wayne.edu

Amy L. Reimann 
Conference Coordinator (2009-2011)
Starr Commonwealth
13725 Starr Commonwealth Road
Albion, MI 49224-1936
(517) 630-2317
reimanna@starr.org

Members-At-Large

Barbara DeWolfe (2009-2010, serving one year remaining of  2007- 
     2010 term)
William L. Clements Library  
University of  Michigan  
909 S. University Ave.  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1190 
(734) 764-2347
Fax: 734-647-0716
bdewolfe@umich.edu

Sarah Roberts (2009-2010, serving one year remaining of  2007-  
     2010 term)
University Archives and Historical
Collections, 101 Conrad Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327
(517) 884-6440
rober472@msu.edu

Rebecca Bizonet (2009-2011 serving two years remaining of  2008- 
     2011 term)
Benson Ford Research Center
The Henry Ford
20900 Oakwood Blvd.
Dearborn, MI 48124-5029
(313) 982-6100 ext. 2284
rbizonet@gmail.com

Nancy Richard (2009-2011, serving two years remaining of  2008- 
     2011 term)
University Archives
Grand Valley State University
1 Campus Drive
Allendale, MI 49401
(616) 331-8726
richanar@gvsu.edu

Melinda McMartin Isler (2009-2012)
& MAA Online, Editor
University Archives
Ferris State University 
Alumni 101
410 Oak Street 
Big Rapids, MI 49307 
(231) 591-3731
MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

Carol Vandenberg (2009-2012)
Madonna University
36600 Schoolcraft Road
Livonia, MI 48150 
(734) 432-5691
cvandenberg@madonna.edu



3Open Entry Fall 2009

President’s 
Corner

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself  as your new MAA President.  Our previous President, 
Brecque Keith, unfortunately had to make an early departure from her term this summer, so as Vice-President, 
I assumed her duties.  I have been a member of  MAA since 1998 and have been serving on the board in various 
positions since 2001.  That seems like a long time!  Actually, it has moved along pretty quickly.  Our organization has 
been through a lot of  changes, and there will be more to come, as time marches on.  My goal as your new President 
is to keep MAA responsive to the needs of  its members while keeping us up to date with the changes in the archival 
profession.  Updating the way we communicate, the way we govern ourselves and the projects we undertake are all 
on the agenda. 

One of  the exciting updates is that we have changed the format of  our Web site.  It is now a blog format.  While 
much of  the same types of  information are available, the new format allows us to more easily post information, 
keeping the site timely and relevant.  In addition, we continue to provide Open Entry and the MAA Listserv.  I invite 
anyone who would like to participate in other venues, such as Twitter or Facebook, to contact a board member to 
discuss your ideas further. 

I announced at the annual meeting that the board wishes to update the organization’s governing documents. 
Indeed, the first phase, which focused on improving the grammar, language and overall readability issues of  MAA’s 
Constitution and Bylaws, was approved by the membership.  Phase Two will be more substantive in nature and will 
address issues such as board member duties, conference planning, membership categories and committee structure.  
As the board works through these issues in the coming year, I invite comments and input from all members.  If  you 
have a concern, question or comment, please contact me or attend one of  the board meetings. 

Finally, I hope to reinvigorate the initiative to reach out to all our members who have joined Michigan Archival 
Association in hopes of  networking with fellow archivists – not just at the annual meeting, but throughout the year.  
I would like to start by launching a project that will partner archivists from larger institutions with “small shops” 
that run with few or no professional staff, part-time staff  or volunteers.  My hope is that we can share knowledge, 
experience and resources with each other to improve the state of  Michigan’s historical records, for the betterment 
of  all of  us.  That’s a big goal to be sure, but certainly one that our organization should be undertaking as best 
it can.  Please check the Web site <http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/> for further announcements about the 
development of  this project. 

In closing, I want to thank everyone who participated or helped plan this year’s conference in Marshall, Michigan.  
We had wonderful programs, speakers and food!  Schuler’s hospitality and facility was outstanding, and I think 
people enjoyed themselves. 

Whitney Miller
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Little Caesars Pizza Celebrates 
Its First Fifty Years
By Sharon Arend
Director of  Archives & Historical Documents, Ilitch Holdings Corporate Archives 
E-mail sharon.arend@ilitchholdings.com

Marian Illitch’s spiral notebook 
tabulating the first week’s sales at 
Little Caesars Store 1, which opened 
May 8, 1959.

On May 8, 2009, Little Caesars Pizza celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary, and the corporate archives was a busy place.  
The publication of  a history book and the production of  a 
historical video, as well as developing displays and a variety 
of  other activities, kept the archives jumping for several 
months.  The anniversary was a great opportunity to share 
the resources of  the archives with management, colleagues 
and others to demonstrate how valuable a corporate archives 
can be and to chronicle the growth of  one single pizza shop 
into the world’s largest carryout pizza chain with restaurants 
on five continents.

The Little Caesars archives was established in 1989, prior 
to a corporate move from Farmington Hills, Michigan to 
downtown Detroit.  Little Caesars founders Michael and 
Marian Ilitch created the archives – and the position of  
archivist - so that records would not be destroyed during 
that move and the company’s history would not be lost.  The 
archives has expanded over the last twenty years to include all 
the companies owned by the Ilitches.

Beginning in early 2008 and over several months, the archivist 
utilized the archives’ resources to write an extensive history 
of  Little Caesars. This historical record became the main 
resource for a Little Caesars fiftieth anniversary book, which 
was designed in-house with a very creative layout and gold 
embossed cover. The book was given as a gift to colleagues at 
the other Ilitch-owned businesses, as well as to Little Caesars 
franchisees and guests attending the anniversary celebration at 
the Fox Theatre on May 8, 2009.  The archivist worked very 
closely with the public relations writer and graphic designer 
– fact checking, using the historical documents within the 
archives and providing photos that told the story of  Little 
Caesars decade-by-decade.  

A historical video also was developed in-house.  Again, the 
resources of  the archives proved to be a great asset.  Videos 
of  old commercials, taped interviews with the company 
founders and old photos complemented the video script and 
visually brought the story to life.
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Historic displays were created with artifacts from 
the collection for an invitation-only local media 
event prior to the anniversary date.  The displays 
captured the attention of  media and photos of  
the displays were prominently included in the 
media coverage from the event. 

A powerhouse event was held in the Fox Theatre 
on the actual anniversary date.  That day, four 
separate displays graced the Grand Lobby of  the 
theatre and welcomed the thousands of  guests 
who attended the celebration.  A popular artifact 
displayed was the yellowed spiral notebook in 
which Little Caesars co-founder, Marian Ilitch, 
had carefully recorded the first week’s sales.  Old 
packaging samples and menus demonstrated 
that, in the early years, Little Caesars sold more 
than pizza.  Chicken in a House and Dinner in 
a Box packaging were displayed along with the 
original Little Caesars Pizza Treat pizza box, 
as well as the first Little Caesars Pizza! Pizza! 
double box.  By utilizing the resources of  the 
corporate archives, the corporate image and 
corporate culture were brought to life.

Top: Little Caesars first spice mixer 
made by Marian Illitch’s father, Sam 
Bayoff  (shown on left).  He used a 
cardboard barrel, some two-by-fours 
and a few pipes.

Bottom: Beginning in 1974, with 
the purchase of  a medium pizza 
and with a coupon, a second 
pizza was free.  By 1979, the term 
Pizza!Pizza!™ was coined and a 
special box big enough to carry two 
pizzas side-by-side was introduced. 
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Rides and Spangles: Michigan 
Circuses and Carnivals Exhibit
By Frank Boles, Director
Clarke Historical Library, Central Michigan University

Marian Matyn has certainly had several very busy months 
– researching, planning, mounting and making all creative 
decisions and logistical arrangements for the current exhibit. 
It was quite a lot of  work, both very exciting and challenging.  
The opening event for Rides and Spangles: Michigan Circuses 
and Carnivals exhibit at the Clarke Historical Library was 
held on Tuesday evening, September 15th. It was a success! 
Speakers included: 1) Bill Thomas, the ninety-two-year-old 
last living member of  the Flying Melzoras, an internationally 
respected trapeze troupe from Saginaw; 2) Jim Elliott of  
Elliotts Amusements, Inc., a carnival based in Mason; and 3) 
Joe Skerbeck of  Skerbeck Bros. Inc. (the premiere carnival 
in Michigan based in Escanaba) and a ninth generation 
descendant of  the Skerbeck Circus family. Also speaking was 
Curt Pollie, whose father’s (John Pollie) papers at the Clarke 
inspired Marian to research the topic of  circuses and carnivals 
in the Great Lakes State. Speakers discussed their lives 
and families in circus and carnival and answered questions 
from the audience about circuses, carnivals, elephants and 
related topics.  A reception followed. The exhibit runs from 
September 2009 through January 2010, 8:00 – 5:00 Monday-
Friday and some Saturdays.   Please plan to see it!

WCMU-TV, our PBS affiliate, filmed the speakers and Marian 
and the opening event to create a half-hour program that they 
hope will have national appeal.  An e-catalog for the exhibit is 
now online at <www.clarke.cmich.edu>.

Following the exhibit, the Clarke also hosted two successful 
sets of  speakers. The first was on September 29 with Erin 
Foley, the Archivist at Circus World Museum (CWM), home 
of  Ringling Bros. and Gollmar Bros. circuses, and Detroit 
circus and maritime historian John Polacsek. They discussed 
their circus research, current research trends on the topic, the 
collections at CWM, etc.   The second set of  speakers was 
on October 13 with Pat Pagel, the current national president 
of  Circus Fans Association of  America, and Mike and Karen 
“Janke” Janczewski, whose miniature train/carnival/circus 
– called “Janke’s Circus” – is exhibited at the Clarke.  They 
discussed circus fans, model buildings, miniature circuses, etc.  
John Pollie was a Grand Rapids, Michigan man who, with 
his father Henry and other associates, owned and operated 
several circuses from at least 1910 to 1927.  Zeidman and 
Pollie was their last circus.  After the Great Depression, John 
became a carnival concessionaire specializing in games of  
chance, notably Bingo, Poker and I Got It.  His extensive 

papers (17.5 cubic feet) include 
personal and business correspondence 
to him and copies of  all 
correspondence from him for the years 
1910-1969.  All his meticulous business 
and game accounts are included as 
well.  It is the only known “carnival 
man” archival collection in a U.S. public 
institution. In some cases John wrote 
to three generations of  his extended 
family and business associates.  In the 
collection, there are wonderful letters 
to and from children.  John also loved 
his wife and family dearly, which is 
clearly documented in the homemade 
cards to him from his children and 
loving letters to and from his wife, 
Bea.   Scans of  photographs of  circus 
and carnival people, performances, 
accidents, animals and personal family 
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Opposite page, top: Opening illustration for online exhibit 
catalog for Rides and Spangles at <www.clarke.cmich.edu>.
Opposite page, bottom: Marian Matyn, Archivist, Clarke 
Historical Library, with a dragon circus prop.
This page, top: Pollie Brothers Circus Poster, 1924.
This page, bottom: The Waltons equestrian troupe.

photographs related to John Pollie’s life and businesses (.5 
cubic feet) were recently given to Marian by Curt Pollie to 
supplement John’s papers and help with Marian’s research.  

Prior to Marian working with the Pollie papers, American 
circus historians did not know about the existence of  the 
collection or that the Pollies really operated a circus. This has 
fostered collaboration and information exchanges between 
Marian and others researching circus and carnival history.  
For further information, or if  you have information to share, 
please contact Marian Matyn, Archivist, Clarke Historical 
Library, Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, MI at 
<marian.matyn@cmich.edu> or (989) 774-3990. 

Julie Herrada Promoted

Julie Herrada, Curator of  
the Labadie Collection at the 
University of  Michigan, was 
promoted in June to Full Librarian.  
Julie has worked in the Labadie 
since 1994.  She began as Assistant 
Curator, then was appointed 
Curator in 2001.  In 2011, the 
Labadie will be celebrating its one 
hundredth anniversary.  View the 
new Web site at <www.lib.umich.
edu/labadie-collection>. 

Lynn Houghton Joined WMU Archives Staff

Lynn Houghton joined the Archives and Regional History 
Collections as Curator effective August 31, 2009.  Ms. 
Houghton graduated with a Master of  Library and 
Information Science Degree from Wayne State University 
in 2006. In addition, she holds a Masters of  Arts in History 
from Western Michigan University. She received her Bachelor 
of  Arts, with a major in History, from Western Michigan 
University in 1978.

Since 2003, Ms. Houghton has been a Librarian at the Portage 
District Library of  Portage, Michigan. Her responsibilities 
include instructing patrons in the use of  the Library’s 
catalogs and databases. During the period 1985-1988, she 
was employed as Curator of  Collections at the Kalamazoo 
Public Museum, where she registered and cataloged artifacts 
and documents in the permanent collection. In addition, 
Ms. Houghton’s experience involves a wide variety of  tasks, 
including instructional classes in history, Co-project Manager 
at Kalamazoo Historic Preservation Commission, Producer 
and Host of  Images and Ideas at the Arts Council of  Greater 
Kalamazoo, and Co-author of  Kalamazoo: Lost & Found.  

Ms. Houghton has served on several committees and 
from 1994-2004 was the chair of  the Kalamazoo Historic 
District Commission.  Her professional membership 
includes the American Library Association and the 
Michigan Library Association. 

News & Notes
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The Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper 
Country Historical Collections has received a federal grant 
to support a two-year project to improve the description of  
its historical collections and share more of  this information 
across the Web. The grant has been awarded by the National 
Historical Records and Publications Commission (NHPRC), 
the grantmaking arm of  the National Archives. The outright 
grant of  $116,500 is for forty-seven percent of  the 
budgeted project cost of  $250,342.

“This is a huge step forward for our program,” said Erik 
Nordberg, University Archivist at Michigan Tech. “Monies 
from this federal grant program are intended to ‘reveal 
hidden collections’ at mid-sized institutions, particularly those 
which are geographically remote like ours here in Houghton. 
Because we’re a bit farther off  the beaten path, we need to 
find ways to reach potential researchers.”

The project, entitled “Coming to the Surface: Revealing 
Hidden Collections in Michigan’s Copper Country,” will 
include a shelf  survey of  the collections, assessment of  basic 
conservation needs, review of  donor case files, the migration 
of  existing collection-level data and the output of  MARC 
catalog records to the university’s online public access catalog 
and also to Worldcat, the international bibliographic catalog 
of  the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC).

Grant-funded activities will help to reveal these otherwise 
hidden collections to potential researchers worldwide. 
Although the project will not undertake any significant 
arrangement or processing of  collections, the grant-funded 
creation of  collection-level entries in a new collection 
management system will be a critical step in allowing 
Michigan Tech to improve its future capacities for the 
arrangement and description of  its manuscript resources. 

As part of  the project, the Archives will be hiring two fixed-
term positions.  A full-time, two year project cataloging 
archivist will create collection-level catalog records for over 
nine hundred manuscript collections, following minimal 
processing practice and applying professional descriptive 
standards. This person will work with the MTU catalog 
librarian to output data in standard MARC format, insert 
these records into MTU’s existing OPAC and share these 

records to Worldcat. In addition, the project cataloging 
archivist will document production output, workflows and 
production rates; assist with the development of  a brief  
preservation planning report; prepare project reports and 
a final cataloging report; and assist with promotion of  the 
project, including project updates on department Web site, 
postings to professional lists, and presentations.

A six-month, full-time, graduate student intern will participate 
in the initial physical collection survey in preparation for 
the cataloging project. Survey goals include shelf  reading, 
assessing preservation needs at the box level, reviewing case 
files and finding aids, and completing survey forms to be used 
as sources of  metadata for the project.

Grant dollars will allow Michigan Tech to purchase and 
implement Proficio, a specialized collection management 
software program created for archives and museums by 
Re:discovery Software, Inc.  Proficio is the commercial 
version of  software used by the National Park Service and 
other federal agencies under the name ANCS+. Proficio’s 
archives module provides a framework to catalog and manage 
archival materials and will allow the Michigan Tech Archives 
to create and export standard MARC records as part of  the 
project’s goals.

Michigan Tech Archives Receives 
$116,000 Grant to Reveal Hidden Collections
By Julia Blair, Michigan Technological University Archives
E-mail:  jblair@mtu.edu

A look at the MTU Archives, circa 2009.
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“Not only will this push information out about our 
collections to researchers around the world,” Nordberg said, 
“but it will also lay a foundation to gather and organize even 
more detail about our collections after the grant project is 
completed. Proficio supports a wide range of  collection 
management activities, including export of  EAD finding aids 
in XML format.”

A regional history manuscript collection, the Michigan 
Tech Archives collects information on the history of  the 
Keweenaw Peninsula in Michigan’s Western Upper Peninsula, 
including its historic copper mining industry. The collections 
to be described include a wide variety of  format and content, 
including personal papers and diaries, business and industrial 
records, photographs, maps and wide format items. 

As part of  the project, updates and progress reports will be 
posted to the Michigan Tech Archives blog at <http://blogs.
mtu.edu/library/category/archives-blog/>

For further information, contact the MTU Archives at (906) 
487-2505 or via e-mail at copper@mtu.edu.  The Archives 
reading room is located on the ground floor of  the Van Pelt 
and Opie Library, in the heart of  the Michigan Tech Campus.

Additional links:
◊ Michigan Tech Archives                                            

<http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/>
◊ NHPRC Grant Announcement                              

<http://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2009/
nr09-92.html>

◊ Proficio by Re:discovery                                         
<http://www.rediscoverysoftware.com/>

The MAA Board held its 2009 elections at the Annual 
Business Meeting on Thursday, June 25 in the City of  
Marshall.  The results are as follows:

-Kristen Chinery, Treasurer (2009-2011)
-Amy Reimann, Conference Coordinator (2009-2011)
-Nancy Richard, Member-at-Large #1 (2008-2011), two years 
remaining
-Rebecca Bizonet, Member-at-Large #2 (2008-2011), two 
years remaining
-Sarah Roberts, Member-at-Large #3 (2007-2010), one year 
remaining
-Barbara DeWolfe, Member-at-Large #4 (2007-2010), one 
year remaining
-Melinda Isler, Member-at-Large #5 (2009-2012), full term
-Carol Vandenberg, Member-at-Large #6 (2009-2012), full 
term

NOTE:  Whitney Miller (elected Vice President in 2008) 
assumed the responsibilities of  President.  The Vice-
President position will remain vacant until the next election in 
2010.  If  this is deemed to be an unsatisfactory situation, an 
interim Vice-President will be appointed.

For our upcoming meeting in June of  2010, we will be filling 
vacancies for the following positions:
· Secretary (Two year term)
· Vice President/President Elect (Two year term)
· Two Member-At-Large positions (Three year terms)

Election Results
By Susan Panak, MAA Secretary
E-mail: spanak@arbor.edu

Save the Date! 
By Amy L. Reimann, MAA Conference Coordinator, 
2009-2011
E-mail: reimanna@starr.org

Plans for the 2010 Annual Meeting are underway.  
Committees are working hard on gathering details and 
making arrangements for our trip to Detroit June 23-25. 
Please check the MAA Web site for more details as they 
unfold. If  you have comments, suggestions or would like 
to volunteer for any aspect of  conference planning and 
participation, please contact Conference Coordinator Amy 
Reimann at reimanna@starr.org or at (517) 630-2317. 

Not a member yet – 
but Matt, who is on the 
Schuler’s Restaurant 
staff  was MAA’s Silent 
Auction high bidder 
for the Datysuk-signed 
Red Wings hockey 
stick.  Thanks for 
supporting Michigan 
History Day and MAA 
Scholarship Fund!
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Michigan Collections

Archives of  Michigan
Michigan Library and Historical Center 
702 W. Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI 48913
(517) 373-1408    
Fax: (517) 241-1658
Web: http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
E-mail: archives@michigan.gov
Hours: M, Th 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
            Tu, W, F 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Bentley Historical Library
The University of  Michigan 
1150 Beal Avenue 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113
(734) 764-3482    
Fax: (734) 936-1333
E-mail: bentley.ref@umich.edu
Web: http://www.bentley.umich.edu/
Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
           September to April: Sa, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

New collections
Mohamad Jawad Chirri Papers, 1959-2005 (7.0 linear feet).  
Imam Chirri was director of  the Islamic Center of  America, 
Dearborn, Michigan, and author of  books and other writings 
on Islam.  His personal papers and the records of  the Islamic 
Center include drafts of  writings, notes and notebooks on 
Islamic topics, and organizational records of  the Islamic 
Center relating to its administration and activities.  The 
collection also includes files relating to Zehia Kahil, a Muslim 
woman active in Arab World Festival and the Federation of  
Islamic Associations. 

Organizational Change
As of  October 1, 2009, the Archives of  Michigan is part 
of  the Michigan Department of  Natural Resources’ 
Communications Division.  The Archives looks forward to 
working with DNR staff  and resources to offer continued 
service to the people of  Michigan.

Seeking Michigan
The Seeking Michigan Web site <http://seekingmichigan.
org> continues to grow.  It now offers an even greater array 
of  online archival materials and services.

Seeking Michigan’s Civil War Manuscripts collection expands 
access to digital scans of  letters, diaries and other documents 
that provide personal narratives of  the war.  The digitized 
Civil War Letters of  Mac and Nan Ewing Collection, consisting of  
291 letters, is among the additions.  (For more information 
on this collection, see Nicole Garrett’s article on Page 16.)  
Ultimately, all Civil War manuscripts housed within the 
Archives of  Michigan will be scanned, and the scanned 
images will be available on Seeking Michigan by 2011.

The Michigan Death Records Project, a joint undertaking 
by the Archives of  Michigan and the Library of  Michigan, 
is now ninety-nine percent complete.  Virtually all Michigan 
death records for the years 1897-1920 have been uploaded.  
Only records of  certain Michigan counties for the year 1919 
remain.  Keep checking <http://seekingmichigan.org> for 
further updates.   

The Look! blog <http://seekingmichigan.org/look> 
provides weekly articles on Michigan history and culture.  
Staff  of  the Michigan Historical Center and the Library 
of  Michigan author a wide range of  stories encompassing 

many aspects of  “the Michigan experience.”  Readers can 
leave comments, lending an interactive element to their 
browsing experience. 

Seeking Michigan has ventured into the social media arena 
in other ways.  Follow Seeking Michigan on Twitter by 
visiting <http://twitter.com/seekingmichigan>.  Meanwhile, 
Archives of  Michigan video footage can be viewed on Vimeo.  
The 1924 Armstead Snow Motors video represents an 
especial highlight, as it has currently generated over 727,000 
views! Check it out at: <http://vimeo.com/seekingmichigan>.     

Temporary Move
The Archives of  Michigan has temporarily relocated its 
reading room.  Researchers will find the current reading room 
on the first floor of  the Michigan Library and Historical 
Center’s east wing.  

A construction project has necessitated this temporary move.  
The Archives anticipates a return to its permanent, second-
floor location no later than January 1, 2010.     

Bob Garrett
E-mail: GarrettR1@michigan.gov               
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Albert B. Cleage Jr. Papers, 1949-2005 (19 microfilm reels).  Rev. 
Cleage was pastor at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, which 
later became Central Congregational Church.  In the 1960s, 
Cleage and his congregation began restructuring the church’s 
rituals, programs and theology to conform to the Black 
Christian Nationalist philosophy.  In 1970, the church was 
renamed the Shrine of  the Black Madonna.  The collection 
contains correspondence, sermons and writings of  Albert B. 
Cleage, Jr. (his name was later changed to Jaramogi Abebe 
Agyeman); records of  the Shrine of  the Black Madonna; 
papers of  individuals within the church who assisted Cleage, 
and records of  the National Office of  the Shrine.  The finding 
aid is available online at <http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/f/
findaid/findaid-idx?c=bhlead&idno=umich-bhl-07107>.

Jeep Holland Papers, 1943-1998 (12.0 linear feet).  Holland 
was founder of  the Ann Arbor, Michigan-based A-Square 
Record label in 1967 and manager, producer and promoter 
of  Michigan musical groups in the late 1960s.  The collection 
documents Jeep Holland’s personal life and career, particularly 
the A-Square Record label.  Series include administrative files 
from the Ann Arbor Discount Records store and A-Square 
Records; artist files from groups with whom Jeep worked, 
such as MC5, The Stooges, The Rationals and others; 
personal papers of  Mr. Holland; sound recordings, including 
45 rpm singles; photographs, scrapbooks and assorted realia 
such as promotional buttons. 

Institute for Global Education Records, 1971-2008 (5.0 linear feet).  
IGI is a Grand Rapids, Michigan organization working to 
achieve peace and social justice through education and outreach 
events and programs.  The organization’s records document 
the development and programs of  a peace and justice 
community organization.  Subjects include: Administrative and 
Related Records, Events, Publications, Affiliated Groups and 
Committees, Photographs, and Scrapbooks. 

Milo Radulovich Papers, 1945-2008 (2.0 linear feet and 1 
oversize folder).  Milo Radulovich was a reserve Air Force 
officer who, during the height of  the Cold War and the 
influence of  Senator Joseph McCarthy, was accused of  
being a security risk.  His case was used by CBS News and 
Edward R. Murrow in a “See It Now” program exposing the 
unfair tactics and accusations of  McCarthy.  The collection 
contains correspondence, publications and other materials 
relating to the Air Force hearings and to the aftermath of  
the case, including the production of  the motion picture 
based upon the Murrow program.  There are also materials 
pertaining to members of  the Radulovich family.  The finding 
aid is available online at <http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/f/
findaid/findaid-idx?c=bhlead&idno=umich-bhl-2008173>.

Toward A Fair Michigan Records, 2005-2008 (1.0 linear foot).  

TAFM was a nonprofit organization formed in 2005 to open 
dialogue and increase citizen participation in the debate on 
Proposal 2, the ballot initiative that ended affirmative action 
in Michigan.  It dissolved in 2008.  The administrative files 
include articles of  incorporation, a business plan, bylaws, 
correspondence, fundraising materials, minutes, progress 
reports, a Web site capture and a video documentary.  
Organizational activities reflect educational outreach and 
primarily contain materials related to public forums. 

Bentley Book and Serial Collection Digitized
After two and one half  years of  planning and preparation by 
Bentley staff  members, Google began digitizing the Bentley 
Historical Library’s collection of  books and serials on August 
26, 2009.  The entire digitizing process should be completed 
in six weeks or less, although all of  the digital objects may 
not be available online for three to six months.  Further, 
publications still under copyright may not be available 
immediately pending ongoing discussions between Google, 
authors and publishers.  This project includes all bound 
books and serials in our collection except oversize items.  
The digital objects will be available through MIRLYN, the 
University of  Michigan’s online catalog <http://mirlyn.lib.
umich.edu/>, Google books <http://books.google.com>, 
and Hathi Trust Digital Library <http://catalog.hathitrust.
org/>. For more information about the partnership between 
the University of  Michigan and Google Inc., go to <http://
www.lib.umich.edu/michigan-digitization-project>.

Archival Exchanges with China
In 2009, the Bentley Historical Library continued its exchange 
program with the State Archives Administration of  China 
(SAAC).  In April, we hosted twenty-five Chinese archivists 
from a variety of  national archival institutions, as well as 

The book stacks while Google is digitizing the Bentley 
Historical Library’s collection of  books and serials during 
August and September 2009.

Continued on page 18  
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Marshall A Rousing Success
By Amy L. Reimann, MAA Conference Coordinator, 2009-2011
Archivist, Starr Commonwealth
E-mail: reimanna@starr.org

The annual meeting in historic Marshall, Michigan marking 
the fifty-first year of  the Michigan Archival Association was 
a rousing success and a great time was had by all.  Hosted 
at the one hundred year-old Schuler’s Restaurant and Pub, 
participants enjoyed two days of  sessions, networking, good 
food and professional development opportunities.

The meeting once again kicked-off  with a pre-conference 
evening gathering at the hotel hospitality suite, where indeed 
we correctly predicted the emergence of  a great euchre game. 
The next morning began with educational sessions that ran 
the length and breadth of  archival practice, from the details 
of  getting an archival education to collection specifics and the 
latest in technological advances for long-time professionals.  
Participants had their choice of  twelve sessions over the 
two-day conference on June 25-26, 2009.

The Business Meeting covered a lot of  ground, as changes 
to the MAA constitution and by-laws were approved to 
update language and new board members were elected.  We 
appreciate the board members’ willingness to serve our 
organization. (See page 9 for “Election Results” article.)
 
Tours of  Marshall and Albion sites were cut a little short by 
the impending rain storms that passed through on Thursday 
afternoon.  A tour of  nearby Starr Commonwealth was 
enjoyed even though it changed from a walking to a driving 

tour in the pouring rain and lightning. The museums in 
Marshall rearranged their schedules slightly to attempt to 
accommodate those who had arranged for visits during the 
afternoon. Some also enjoyed their tour of  historic structures 
that had been moved over the past few years to the Marshall 
Fairgrounds for the local communities to enjoy and use. 

The reception Thursday evening was celebrated at the 
Marshall Historical Society’s Honolulu House Museum.  Wine 
and hors d’oeuvres were enjoyed by all in the cool interior of  
the historic building.  

The second day of  the conference had more informational 
sessions and the keynote speaker Susan Collins.  Susan is the 
past President of  the Historical Society of  Michigan and the 
driving force behind Marshall’s Landmark Historic District 
designation. Her delightful talk was a great hit and explained 
many of  Marshall’s historic treasures.  At the conclusion of  
the keynote address, a silent auction to benefit our Michigan 
History Day and Scholarship Fund was held in place of  the 
previous raffle.  Items were donated from many sources.  
They included a hockey stick used and signed by Detroit Red 
Wings’ Pavel Datsyuk, SAA publications, gift baskets from 
Schuler’s Restaurant, a booklover’s repair kit and a basket of  
quilter’s fat quarters.  We are happy to report that a record 
amount was raised for our scholarship fund – $458.00! 

Left: In front of  Schuler’s before Thursday afternoon tours.
Above: Jennifer Rupp, Director of  the Marshall Historical Society with 
this year’s Keynote Speaker, Susan Collins.
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Thanks to all who presented and attended the annual 
meeting.  Special thanks to the members of  our Program 
and Local Arrangements Committees for all their hard 
work in putting together this year’s conference: Nicole 
Garrett, Karen Jania, Marian Matyn, Whitney Miller, Susan 
Panak, Amy Reimann, Jennifer Rupp, Jennie Thomas, Carol 
Vandenberg and Jennifer Wood.

We look forward to seeing you all in Detroit in 2010!

A Huge Thank You! 
For Our Sponsors:

Marshall Historical Society
Schuler’s Restaurant & Pub Albion College
Starr Commonwealth  Bentley Historical Library
Ilitch Holdings, Inc.   University Products
Society of  American Archivists The Henry Ford

Clockwise from Left – A: Toni Gibson and others bid during the silent auction.  
B: Melinda Isler (back to the camera), Marian Matyn, Cynthia Ghering and 
Glorianne Peck gather before lunch.  C: Heidi Christein speaking after being 
thanked for her service on the board.  D: “Bookends” Cynthia Miller and 
Cynthia Korolov (foreground) listen to President Whitney Miller during the 
Business Meeting.  E: Honolulu House Museum before the reception.

A

B

C

D

E



1414 Open Entry Fall 2009

MAA’s Annual Meeting June 25-26, 2009:

A: Erik Nordberg, high bidder on a 
basket of  quilters’ fat quarters in the 
silent auction.
B: The GAR Hall tour group (left to 
right): Sharon Scott, Nicole Garrett, Jill 
Arnold, Laura Boyd, Bob Garrett, and 
Tom Nanzig.
C: Toni and John Gibson dancing at the 
Dark Horse Inn.
D: Frank Boles talking about the 
Michigan Newspaper project during 
the session, “In the Read: Rags of  
Michigan.”
E: Attendees listen to a session presenter 
in one of  Schuler’s conference rooms.

A B

C

D

E
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F: Kevin Driedger talking about 
the Michigan Newspaper project 
at the “In the Read: Rags of  
Michigan” session.
G Kevin and Jennie Thomas with 
Whitney Miller at the Reception, 
Honolulu House Museum.
H: Troy Eller speaking about the 
Society of  Women Engineers at the 
“Milestones and Memories” session.
I: Conference attendees enjoy 
hot and cold hors d’oeuvres and 
dessert cupcakes at the Reception, 
Honolulu House Museum.  
J: Bill LeFevre, Whitney Miller 
and Kristen Chinery at the Dark 
Horse Inn.

F G

H

I

J
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“…This Crewel War…”
Ewing Civil War Letters on Seeking Michigan
By Nicole Garrett, Archives of  Michigan
E-mail: garrettn@michigan.gov

“Oh, I do wish this crewel war was over.”

Mack Ewing penned this sentiment after his brother-in-law, 
Alvin Hank, was taken prisoner by the Confederate army.  Ewing 
recounts the incident in his October 26, 1864 letter to his wife:

Nan Alvin was either taken prisoner or was killed.  no one knows 
which.  as we was so close to the rebs we had to crall back on our bellies 
and any way to get back in the woods...our Regt lost about 15 men 
wounded and missing.  we fought the Rebs till abot ten oclock on the 
28th then the hole army retreated back to the Camp that we Started 
from.  but we came back with out one of  my best friend.

This is just one of  the many events recounted in the Civil War 
Letters of  Mack and Nan Ewing Collection.  Comprised of  291 
letters, the Mack and Nan Ewing Collection spans 1855-1865, a 
polarizing time in our nation’s history.  Digital copies of  these 
letters can now be accessed at Seeking Michigan’s digital Civil 
War Manuscripts section – see <http://seekingmichigan.
org/discover>.  Ewing Collection subjects include the 1860 
and 1864 Presidential elections, (The Ewings were staunch 
Lincoln supporters.) the Copperhead movement and news 
relating to the Second Michigan Infantry.

In March of  1864, Mack Ewing – along with his brother 
Andy Ewing, cousin Dewitt C. Cherrington, cousin T.C. 
Radabaugh and brother-in-law Alvin Hank – enlisted in the 
Second Michigan Infantry.  All of  the soldiers enrolled in 
Hillsdale, Michigan and marched for Washington, D.C. that 
May.  They saw heavy action around Petersburg, Virginia and 
took part in the siege of  that city.

In December of  1864, Mack Ewing fell victim to a stray 
bullet.  While in his tent, a bullet hit him through his right 
eye.  He survived, but had to have his right eye removed.    
On December 18, 1864, Ewing wrote to his wife, “ I will 
neve[r] disown the Cause in which I met the blow.  I Shall not 
be a Shamed of  it.  yet life wood Seam Sweetter if  I cood See 
out of  two eyes.”  

Because of  this injury, Mack Ewing spent the remainder of  
his army service in various hospitals along the east coast.  He 
was discharged from Saterlee Hospital June 23, 1865.

As Nan Ewing was pregnant at the time of  her husband’s 
enlistment, she moved back to her native Ohio to be with 
her family.  Thus, the letters include correspondence from 
various branches of  the family residing in Hillsdale, Michigan; 
Stuebenville, Ohio and Jackson County, Ohio.  The Ohio 
relatives tell of  Morgan’s Raids in the summer of  1863, 
when towns along the Ohio border with Kentucky and West 
Virginia were burned to the ground.  They also give accounts 
of  Copperhead supporters among their neighbors (See the 
letter of  August 14, 1864 as an example.).

All of  these letters can be viewed on Seeking Michigan 
<http://seekingmichigan.org/discover> – see screen shot 
below taken October 16, 2009.  More Civil War collections 
are being added regularly with the goal of  having all Civil War 
material online by 2011.  

Above This 1864 illustration 
from Ewing’s stationery 
takes a light-hearted look at 
military life.
Left: An envelope from the 
Civil War Letters of  Mack and 
Nan Ewing Collection, circa 
1861-1865.
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The History Day theme for 2010 is “Innovation in History:  
Impact and Change.”  “Each year, the National History 
Day office selects a theme, which all History Day entries 
must address,” explained Shannon White, Education and 
Awards Coordinator for the Historical Society of  Michigan.  
“Innovations that could be researched in the coming year 
include the invention of  the automobile, the discovery of  
the law of  gravity, the rise of  jazz, the American concept of  
government of, by and for the people, and many other events 
that have changed how people lived and viewed the world.”

Michigan History Day is the Michigan manifestation of  
National History Day.  The academic competition engages 
young people in history by having them actually research 
topics as a professional historian would, by reviewing and 
evaluating primary source materials, then presenting their 
findings to a panel of  history professionals who are reviewing 
and judging many entries in a single day.  The competition is 
open to all Michigan students, grades 4-12, who are judged 
in three grade appropriate divisions, Youth (grades 4-5), 
Junior (grades 6-8) and Senior (grades 9-12).  “All students are 
welcome,” commented Larry Wagenaar, Executive Director 
of  the Historical Society of  Michigan, “whether from public, 
private, charter or parochial schools or whether they are 
home schooled.  While it is great if  they can participate as 
part of  a class project, we have many young people who enter 
on their own or as part of  an extra credit program.”

Students have many options as to how they present their 
entry.  Based on their particular interests and talents, they may 
enter an historical paper, an exhibit, a documentary, a drama 
or a Web site.  Except for the historical paper, which must be 
an individual effort, students choose whether to work alone 
on their project or in groups of  two to five classmates.  
“Years ago, virtually all students elected to do exhibits,” noted 
District Coordinator Hugh Gurney.  “But they now realize they 
may have a better chance of  winning in another category, such 
as drama.  We are also seeing more and better historical papers.”

“We encourage all teachers, grades 4-12, to take a good look 
at History Day and how it could make your academic year 
more fulfilling,” White added.  “It is a proven strategy which 
can fit easily into many classrooms, not just history.  We 

have had many successful entries from English as a Second 
Language classes.”  A variety of  helpful materials are available 
through the Historical Society of  Michigan, both in print 
form and on their Web site <http://www.hsmichigan.org/>.  
White and District Coordinators scattered throughout the 
state are ready to address concerns, answer questions and visit 
schools and classrooms.

“Because single students outside the classroom are 
welcome, please urge young people in your families, in your 
neighborhood or at your place of  worship to participate in 
History Day,” stated Wagenaar.  “It could initiate a lifelong love 
of  history in your daughter, nephew or the grandchild of  a friend.”

Students are encouraged to start thinking about and selecting 
a topic early in the academic year.  Once the topic is selected, 
they can delve into primary sources dealing with their topic.  
While the internet makes it possible today to access excellent 
sources from all over the globe, the Historical Society of  
Michigan still encourages students to explore local sources 
available in local libraries and historical societies.  “Some of  
the most compelling entries come from oral history interviews 
with grandparents or elderly neighbors, who can clearly define 
the impact of  a certain innovation on their lives,” said White.  

If  many classes in a school or school district are participating, 
the first competition for students may be in their own 
community.  For most, the first chance to see how the 
student’s entry measures up against others comes at a district 
competition.  For History Day, Michigan is divided into 
ten districts.  District competitions for 2010 will be held in 
February or March.  Check <http://www.hsmichigan.org/> 
for the date of  the competition in your part of  the state and 
the contact information for your District Coordinator.  In all 
competitions, entries are judged by a panel of  three history 
professionals, who review each entry and engage the student 
in a discussion about relevant sources and how he or she 
arrived at conclusions.  

Finalists at each district competition will then gather on 
Saturday, April 24 at The Henry Ford in Dearborn for the 
Michigan History Day finals.  “This competition gets bigger 

Continued on page 23

Theme for History Day 2010:
“Innovation in History”
By Hugh Gurney, Historical Society of  Michigan 
E-mail:  hgurney@hsmichigan.org
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Michigan Collections
(Continued from page 11)

representatives from provincial, municipal and business 
archives.  They were in Ann Arbor for the Fifth Joint Seminar 
on Archival Methods.  Including the 2009 delegates, we’ve 
had the pleasure to host over 150 Chinese archivists over the 
past ten years.  The purpose of  the program is to exchange 
ideas and methods concerning our two nations’ approaches 
to the administration of  archival records.  The focus of  the 
2009 program was on the administration of  digital archival 
records, an area of  concern for archivists across the world.  
Following an intensive program in Ann Arbor, the Chinese 
delegation and a few Bentley archivists traveled to the 
National Archives in Washington and then to Yale University 
Library’s Manuscripts and Archives Department to continue 
discussions on archival matters. 

In early September, a delegation of  Bentley staff, including 
director Fran Blouin, Nancy Bartlett, Olga Virakhovskaya 
and Diane Hatfield, traveled to China to continue discussions 
with our Chinese colleagues about management of  digital 
records.  Seminars, archival tours and symposia were held in 
Beijing, Nanjing, Suzhou and Shanghai. 

Exhibits
A new exhibit entitled “The Gargoyle Trawls the Depths for 
Humor:  One Hundred Years of  Cartoons and Quips at 
the University of  Michigan” opened on September 1, 2009.  

The exhibit will 
be up until the 
end of  December.  
The Gargoyle, the 
University of  
Michigan humor 
magazine, was 
home to cartoonists 
such as George 
Lichty, author of  
“Grin and Bear 
It”; Allen Milgrom, 
Marvel cartoonist; 
and Terry LaBan, 
author of  “Edge 
City”.  In 1937-
1938, Arthur Miller 
wrote two articles 
for The Gargoyle.  

On October 23, 2009 the library hosted Gargoyle alumni for 
a presentation by John Dobbertin, president of  the Gargoyle 
alumni group.  Dobbertin discussed “College Humor 
Publications from The Little Big Horn to the Vietnam War.”  

Marilyn McNitt          
E-mail: mmmcnitt@umich.edu

I am delighted to report that the new Archives Center 
celebrated its first year anniversary, and it has been a 
successful and busy year.  The archival collection is growing 
box by box, and it gives me great pleasure to see ranks of  
acid-free boxes replacing the storage boxes on the shelves.  
There is still much more to do, but significant progress 
has been made, and we are beginning to receive donated 
collections as well.

During this past year, we received a collection of  DSO-
related memorabilia from the widow of  the orchestra’s 
longest-performing musician, Felix Resnick.  Resnick played 
violin with the orchestra for over sixty years.  The Felix and 
Fay Ann Resnick Collection contains a large group of  individual 
concert programs from the duration of  Felix’s time with 
the orchestra. It also includes an equally large amount 
of  memorabilia from the Junior Women’s Association 
for the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and the subsequent 
organization, the Volunteer Council, during Fay Ann’s years 
of  involvement with them.  This four linear foot collection is 
now fully processed, inventoried and available for research use.

The volunteer organizations mentioned above, as well as the 
Women’s Association for the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
and the Detroit Symphony Orchestra League, have provided 
the fund-raising backbone for the orchestra since the late 
1920s, when the Women’s Association was first established. 
The current organization, Volunteer Council, is still hard at 
work fund raising and generating an enormous amount of  
material, which has started coming to the archives.  During 
the move of  the archives to its new location in the summer 
of  2008, the Volunteer Council presented me with fourteen 
linear feet of  material that had been cached in corners, closets, 
file cabinets and enormous Rubbermaid tubs until they could 
find a proper home for it.  It was my first archives-warming gift, 
although with significant assembly required!

My pair of  conscientious volunteers is hard at work every 
week.  Thanks to their efforts, our Guest Artist collection 
has grown to twelve linear feet of  biographical material, 
press clippings and sleeved photographs, and our General 
Photograph collection has been removed from the binders in 
which it had been stored prior to the move.  The latter is now 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
Archives
3711 Woodward Ave
Detroit, MI 48201
(313) 576-5081
E-mail: ckorolov@dso.org
Web: www.detroitsymphony.com
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safely housed in sleeves, acid-free folders and archival boxes.  
Both collections are growing steadily as more processing is 
completed and the new inventory content is entered into 
the database regularly.  Additionally, work is ongoing on the 
Artistic Administration collection and the Marketing collection, 
thanks in part to my volunteers and a diligent summer intern.

Additionally, during August of  this year, the archives took 
physical possession of  nearly 1,300 reel-to-reel audio tapes 
that had been stored in an off-site location for several 
decades. Over the winter, the tapes were fully inventoried 
on-site in their former location.  They now await shipment 
to another facility for preservation work and digitization.  
Within the next few weeks, the last group of  reel-to-reel tapes 
stored offsite will be brought to the archives as well.  Now 
that we have a proper and functional archival repository, 
we are finally able to bring the reel-to-reel tape collection 
together under one roof.

…And with the beginning of  the fall semester upon us, I 
look forward to another intern joining me here in the archives 
to get some practical experience in archival administration 
through processing and inventorying.

Cynthia Korolov, Archivist
E-mail: ckorolov@dso.org

Digitization
Last year, the Library received the Ford Family Albums 
photographs from former First Lady Betty Ford.  These 
included both early family photographs and White 
House albums.  The Library agreed to digitize the family 
photographs and share copies with the Ford family.  
Audiovisual Archivist Kenneth Hafeli compiled metadata 
on each of  the 914 family photographs, often calling upon 
Susan Ford Bales and other members of  the Ford and 
Bloomer families for assistance.  With financial assistance 
from the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation, the 
Library hired Rebecca McNitt, a student in the University of  

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
National Archives and Records Administration
1000 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
(734) 205-0555 
Fax: (734) 205-0571
E-mail: ford.library@nara.gov
Hours: M-F 8:45 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.
Closed Federal Holidays

Michigan’s School of  Information, to create both high and 
low-resolution scans of  each image.  The images have been 
removed from the albums, placed in polyethylene sleeves 
in new folders and boxes, and stored in the Library’s cold 
temperature vault.

The Library also scanned the National Security Adviser’s 
Memoranda of  Conversation Collection (8.0 feet).  This collection 
contains transcript-like records and handwritten source 
notes from over one thousand presidential meetings on 
foreign relations and national security matters, January 
1973-January 1977.  In addition to Presidents Richard Nixon 
and Gerald Ford and Secretary of  State Henry Kissinger, 
participants included foreign heads of  state and diplomats, 
U.S. intelligence and national security officials, U.S. diplomats, 
members of  Congress, Cabinet members, visiting delegations 
and others.  The goal of  this project was to provide increased 
access to this heavily used collection, and in turn, better 
preserve the originals.  The entire contents of  each folder 
(including withdrawal sheets for items that are still security 
classified) were scanned into PDF files that will be made 
available to researchers as digital objects attached to their 
corresponding Archives Research Catalog (ARC) file unit 
records.  The file unit records are already in ARC and are 
searchable by subject.  The PDF’s are also available on the 
Library’s Web site through links in the collection’s finding aid 
– see <http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/
Finding%20Aids/ Memoranda_of_Conversations.asp>.

Accessions
Michael Moskow, 1969-1976 (5.0 cubic feet), documenting 
his service in the Ford administration at the Department of  
Labor, the Department of  Housing and Urban Development 
and the Council on Wage and Price Stability
Fred Steeper, 1989-2005 (74.0 cu. ft.), relating to public opinion 
surveys conducted by Market Strategies International of  
Livonia, Michigan, on behalf  of  Republican presidential, 
gubernatorial or congressional candidates

Openings
◊ Private Journals of  Federal Reserve Board Chairman Arthur F. 

Burns, 1969-1974 (less than one foot).  Burns sporadically 
kept a private journal or diary between January 20, 1969 and 
July 25, 1974 while serving as Counselor to President Richard 
Nixon and then-Chairman of  the Federal Reserve Board.

◊ Project File of  Documents Declassified through the Remote 
Archive Capture (RAC) Program: Copies of  Documents, 1969-
1977 (9.6 feet).  Created by Library staff  for the convenience 
of  researchers, this special collection includes copies of  all 
formerly classified Ford Library documents that have been 
opened, wholly or partly, under the RAC program since 
November 2008.
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◊ Segments of  the papers of  Roderick M. Hills, 1975-2000 
(34.0 feet), relating to his work as White House Counsel 
and Chair of  the Securities and Exchange Commission

◊ Charles J. Orlebeke, Department of  Housing and 
Urban Development Assistant Secretary for Policy 
Development and Research, 1975-1977 (9.3 feet).  The 
collection focuses on the areas of  housing, community 
development and urban policy with much relating 
to the work of  the President’s Committee on Urban 
Development and Neighborhood Revitalization

◊ Ten oral history interviews from the collection Gerald 
R. Ford Library Oral History Projects.  This initial opening 
includes Library staff  member interviews with Cabinet 
members Roy Ash (Director, Office of  Management and 
Budget), Earl Butz (Secretary of  Agriculture), William 
T. Coleman (Secretary of  Transportation), Thomas 
Kleppe (Secretary of  the Interior) and Elliot Richardson 
(Secretary of  Commerce).  Also opened are interviews 
with Counselor to the President Anne Armstrong, Special 
Assistant to the President for Women Patricia Lindh, Col. 
Tom Sherman (involved in the planning of  the Vietnam 
clemency program), journalist Hugh Sidey and political 
strategist/public opinion pollster Robert Teeter.

Research Grants
The Grants Screening Committee for the Gerald R. Ford 
Foundation Research Travel Grants met in October and 
April and awarded a total of  twenty-one grants.  Recipients 
included applicants from Italy, Australia, England, China and 
South Korea.

On June 10, the Gerald R. Ford Scholar Award in Honor 
of  Robert Teeter Selection Committee met at the Library 
and chose Candace Sobers as the 2009 award recipient.  A 
doctoral student in History at the University of  Toronto, 
Ms. Sobers is completing her dissertation The Crisis of  
Decolonization, the Challenge of  Intervention: Revolutionary Angola, 
1968-1976.  She is examining how Portuguese decolonization 
and Angolan independence compromised U.S.-Soviet détente, 
and how revolutionary politics on the African continent 
challenged American foreign policy makers in the Ford 
Administration.

Exhibits
The Library opened a new exhibit in the lobby titled Economy 
in Crisis, 1974.  It will run through Winter 2010.  Economic 
crises on an international scale are not new, and President 
Ford inherited a tough one in 1974.  This feature exhibit 
shows how he tackled a dangerous witch’s brew of  inflation, 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
(Continued)

recession, budget deficits, unemployment and OPEC oil 
supply worries–all resulting in the coining of  a new word, 
“Stagflation.”  On display are rarely and never before seen 
archival documents and artifacts from the Ford Library and 
Museum collections.

Staff  News
Archivist Mark Fischer transferred to the Library staff  after 
working for nearly twenty-two years at the Nixon Presidential 
Library.  Donna Lehman was promoted from Archives 
Specialist to Archivist.

William H. McNitt
E-mail: william.mcnitt@nara.gov

Director of  the University Archives & Historical Collections, 
Cynthia Ghering, was appointed Co-Chair of  MSU 
Collections Council.  Her Co-Chair is Peter Berg, Director 
of  the Special Collections Library.  As Co-Chair, Cynthia will 
represent the various collections on campus.  These include 
library, museum, archives, entomological, live plants and 
herbarium, voice, and art collections.

At the June annual meeting in Marshall, Michigan, staff  member 
Whitney Miller, C.A., became President of  the Michigan 
Archival Association.  Whitney also presented a session on local 
history collections.  Cynthia Ghering, Sarah Roberts and Portia 
Vescio also presented sessions at the MAA conference.

Back by popular demand, Portia Vescio is teaching the 
freshman seminar “From Beanies to Body Piercings.”  The 
class focuses on the history of  MSU from the perspective of  
students and ties current campus events to the experiences 
of  past students.  In addition to the freshman seminar, the 
University Archives is supporting two undergraduate history 
courses.  Dr. Javier Pescador’s HIST 201: “College Sports in 
the American Century” and Dr. Roger Rosentreter’s HIST 
320: “History of  Michigan” courses will both include a 
guest lecture by UAHC staff  on the use of  primary sources.  
Students will be required to use the UAHC collections in a 
writing assignment.

Michigan State University 
University Archives & Historical Collections
101 Conrad Hall
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327
(517) 355-2330    
Fax: (517) 353-9319
E-mail: archives.msu.edu/
Web: http://archives.msu.edu
Hours: M, Tu, Th, F 8:30 a.m. - Noon; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
            W 1:00 p.m. -4:30 p.m.



21Open Entry Fall 2009

Join Us at MIarchivsts.Wordpress.Com!

Last year, the Michigan Archival Association Board began a 
review of  the MAA Web site.  The board hoped to make the 
site more relevant to MAA’s membership.  

Vendors were contacted for proposals to modernize and 
make more usable the current Web site.  Bids ranged from 
$10,000.00 - 20,000.00, and these prices did not include 
maintenance fees!  The bids also did not address one of  the 
substantive problems with the site, which was the inability to 
update easily.  Allowing multiple individuals to have access to 
the site has proved problematic and moving files onto the Web 
site frequently caused problems with institutional firewalls.

The board decided to try a blog format instead.  The site 
went live shortly before the June annual meeting.  It has all 
the content of  the old site, and the ability for comments 
and participation not only by board members, but our 
membership as a whole.  It appears to be running smoothly.  
At the September 2009 MAA Board meeting, it was decided 
to discontinue the Michigan Archival Association Web 
site.  All information previously available on that site has 
been relocated to the MAA blog at:  <http://miarchivists.
wordpress.com/>

This move provides a cost savings for MAA and allows the 
organization to more easily receive input from members 
about organizational activities.  We welcome your comments 
and participation.

MAA Web Site Change
By Melinda McMartin Isler, MAA Online Editor 
and Board Member-at-Large
E-mail: MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

Documenting Diversity @ MSU, the Archives project that seeks 
to collect the records of  MSU student organizations, has a 
new Web page.  The first year of  the project was funded by 
a Creating Inclusive Excellence grant from the MSU Office 
for Inclusion and Intercultural Initiatives.  The new Web page 
can be viewed at<http://archives.msu.edu/diversity/>.  The 
main UAHC Web site is undergoing a major overhaul as well 
and should be completed in the spring.

The University Archives has a new staff  member, Lisa 
Schmidt, who is working part time on a digital asset 
management project for the university.  The project is based 
in UAHC and includes an oversight team with representatives 
from around campus.  The project will be performing a 
gap analysis of  the university’s current state and desired 
capabilities and developing policies, guidelines and a multi-
year implementation plan.  Lisa also works as an electronic 
records archivist for MATRIX – the Center for Humane Arts, 
Letters and Social Sciences Online.

Intern Leslie Beckman, from Wayne State University, created 
an online exhibit about the Warren Featherbone Company.  
The exhibit traces the history and development of  the 
company.  The exhibit is available at <http://archives.msu.
edu/feather.htm>.

Submitted by Sarah Roberts 
E-mail: rober472@ais.msu.edu

At the Rochester Hills Museum, the archive focuses on the 
history of  the local area of  Rochester Hills (Avon Township) 
and Rochester. It includes 4,500 archival photographs, one 
hundred years of  local newspapers and over fifty-six linear 
feet of  archival documents. The archive has maps of  the 
area, historic records of  our local schools, information about 
historic houses, papers from the collections of  Dr. Bertha 
Van Hoosen and Dr. Sarah Van Hoosen Jones, holdings of  
many families throughout the communities and much more. 
In recognition of  this collection, the City of  Rochester Hills 
proclaimed October to be American Archives Month.  

In addition, the Rochester Hills Museum hosted “Preserving 
Your Past” on Thursday, October 22 at 7:00 p.m. This 
program addressed many of  the questions that archivist 
Michelle Akers-Berg receives everyday from concerned 
patrons of  the Rochester Hills Museum. The presentation 
lasted one hour and was followed by thirty minutes of  open 
questions from participants. Some of  the areas addressed 
were, “What is archival quality or acid free?,” “What do I 
need to preserve my family photographs at home?” and 
“What or who are my preservation enemies?”

Michelle Akers-Berg
E-mail: akers-bergm@rochesterhills.org

Rochester Hills Museum
at Van Hoosen Farm
1005 Van Hoosen Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48306
(248) 656-4663 
Fax: (248)608-8198
E-mail: rhmuseum@rochesterhills.org
Web: http://www.rochesterhills.org/museum.htm
Hours: call for appointment to use the Museum archives
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The Henry Ford
Benson Ford Research Center
20900 Oakwood Boulevard
Dearborn, MI 48124-5029
313-982-6020 FAX:  313-982-6244 
E-mail: research.center@TheHenryFord.org
Web: www.TheHenryFord.org/research/index.aspx
Reading Room Hours: Tu-F, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

New Reading Room Hours
Judy Endelman, Director of  the Benson Ford Research 
Center announced that the Reading Room hours would 
change starting in September 2009 to be Tuesday-Friday, 9:30 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.    In her announcement she stated, “This 
reduction in our public hours is a result of  a ‘perfect storm’ 
of  circumstances.  For the past several years, budgetary 
constraints have resulted in staff  reductions to the point that 
we are unable to serve our public as effectively as we would 
like.  In addition, we have recently acquired several significant 
archival collections, but do not have the staff  time to process 
them and make them available for research.”  She pointed 
out that the same staff  that do reference work in the reading 
room also process the collections.  So closing the Reading 
Room on Mondays will give staff  the time needed to do this 
vital archival processing.

Digitizing the Collections…Beginnings 
Kathy Steiner, Head of  Access Services was recently 
appointed to fill a new position at The Henry Ford – Digital 
Collections Project Manager.  Kathy is leading the museum-
wide effort to create a plan to provide universal digital 
access to our collections.  In discussing the impact of  this 
appointment, Judy Endelman stated that “It’s a huge task. 
Not only are our collections themselves extensive; but over the 
years, our curators and other experts have created a great deal of  
wonderful content about our collections.”  Our long-term goal 
is to  make all of  this stuff  available to our worldwide audience 
through a Digital Asset Management system (DAM) that will put 
all of  our digital assets, including all formats (still images, moving 
images, audio, virtual reality objects, applications, etc.) into one 
system for both internal and public use.

In the meantime, here is a list of  some of  the digital 
collections activities that are underway:

Digital image delivery:  More than 70,000 high-resolution 
digital images along with digitally converted historic films 
are regularly made available for both museum and external 
projects through Jim Orr, Imaging Specialist in the Benson 
Ford Research Center.  In 2008, Jim filled requests for the use 
of  4,000 different images.   Additional images are used and 
shared by staff  who have access to ARGUS, the collection 
management system that runs on our internal network.  

A DAM would allow greater access to these images and 
not require all requests to go through one staff  member.  
Presently external requests for images are handled through 
our e-mail: research.center@TheHenryFord.org.

The Henry Ford ArteHouse:  This is a collaboration 
with a commercial vendor, ArteHouse.  Nearly 750 color 
graphic images from our collection are available through 
the Web site <TheHenryFord.ArteHouse.com>.  They can 
be e-mailed or ordered for delivery as high quality prints 
(framed or unframed).

The Henry Ford Image Source:  Introduced with the 
museum’s new Web site, Image Source allows Web users 
to purchase and download images for use.  More than 600 
significant, primarily black and white photographic images 
are currently available on the site.  Images are only available 
as digital files, not prints.  If  prints are needed, Image Source 
can be used to find a particular image and then request a print 
though our e-mail, research.center@TheHenryFord.org.  Go 
to <www.TheHenryFord.org/imagesource.aspx> to check it out.

Benson Ford Research Center Film Source, a 
collaboration with Dalnet (Detroit Area Library Network) 
presents digital versions of  historic film clips and descriptive 
information on Youtube <youtube.com/TheHenryFord> 
and our online Research Center Catalog <www.
thehenryford.org/research/index.aspx>.  Researchers can 
see clips of  historic footage such as Light’s Golden Jubilee, 
Henry Ford and the Vagabonds camping trips, the moving 
assembly line at Highland Park, the 1930s-1940s World’s 
Fairs and much more.  Fifty-six films are currently available 
and more are added regularly. 

The Henry Ford’s Photostream on Flickr.  We’ve begun 
posting some of  our photo collections on this popular 
Internet photo-sharing Web site.  The first photo collection 
consists of  125 photographs made by a photojournalist, 
Jenny Young Chandler, which chronicles life in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in the greater New 
York area – Manhattan, Brooklyn, and New Jersey.  See 
<www.flickr.com/TheHenryFord>.  For a biography of  
Chandler, see <www.TheHenryFord.org/exhibits/pic/2006/
april/april_06.asp>.

The Ford.com Web Site Project, a project of  the Ford 
Historical Resources Collaborative, preserves and makes 
accessible key components of  the Ford Motor Company Web 
site. Captured and preserved quarterly since December 2007, 
the site documents the public face of  the company during a 
challenging and turbulent period of  its history. Check it out at 
<www.TheHenryFord.org/research/fordwebsitearchive.aspx>.

By Terry Hoover
E-mail: TerryH@TheHenryFord.org
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and bigger each year!” exclaimed Wagenaar.  “In 2009, we 
had over 230 students from as far north as Houghton and 
Hancock who participated.”  

Finalists in the Junior and Senior Divisions then advance to 
the National History Day finals in College Park, Maryland.  At 
the 2009 finals, Michigan students placed as high as second 
among the 2,300 students from all over the nation.

“We urge historians at schools and colleges, at museums, 
at archives and other institutions to involve themselves 
in History Day, by implementing it in your classroom, by 
encouraging young people showing even a slight interest 
in history to participate, by mentoring students coming to 
your institution and by serving as judges at History Day 
competitions at all levels,” commented Gurney.  “By doing so, 
you are helping recruit the next generation of  historians.” 
For detailed information, contact Shannon White, 
Education and Awards Coordinator, Historical Society of  
Michigan, 1205 Abbott Road, East Lansing, MI 48823.  Phone 
her at (517) 324-1828, email her at white@hsmichigan.org or 
visit the Historical Society of  Michigan’s website at <http://
www.hsmichigan.org/>.

The Walter P. Reuther Library has opened forty-seven 
transcribed oral history interviews donated by the Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU) District 925 
Legacy Project.  District 925 formed in 1975 when SEIU 
partnered with 9to5, National Association of  Working 
Women, to organize office workers in Boston. These oral 
histories, along with the Reuther’s 925 Manuscript Collection, 
chronicle the organization’s twenty-year history and provide 
insight into the relationship between organized labor and the 
women’s movement.

A complete listing of  the Reuther Library’s 700+ oral 
histories is now available on its Web site.  They are also 
cross-listed on the Michigan Oral History Database Project 
<http://mioralhistory.org/>, a joint project between the 
Reuther Library and the Michigan Oral History Association.

On September 21, the Reuther Library held a reception 
to open Still Delivering: A History of  the Letter Carriers.  This 
exhibit, open through June 2010, celebrates the 120-year 
history of  the National Association of  Letter Carriers.  
It focuses on the historical development of  NALC, the 
evolution of  mail delivery and the contributions made by 
NALC members to social well being in America.

The Reuther has opened four collections related to the 
United Automobile Workers (UAW), the separation of  
UAW Canada, and the Chrysler Loan Guarantee Act:  UAW 
President’s Office: Leonard Woodcock Collection Part 
II, 1968-1977 (3.0 linear feet); UAW President’s Office: 
Douglas A. Fraser Collection Part II, 1977-1983 (3.0 linear 
feet); and Peter Eckstein Personal Papers, 1970-1995 (34.0 
linear feet). Of  particular interest in the Fraser papers is the 
Doug Fraser and Patrick Wright interview transcript series, 
which delves into the efforts of  Fraser and others to secure 
the passage of  the Chrysler Loan Guarantee Act in 1980.  
The papers of  Eckstein, a UAW and AFL-CIO economist, 
feature his studies and reports on the Michigan economy.

The Avern L. Cohn Papers, 1945-2004 (142.5 linear feet) 
are open. Serving on the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of  Michigan since 1979, Judge Cohn has been 
involved in cases concerning issues such as tax laws, patents 

Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 577-4024 Fax: (313) 577-4300
E-mail: reutherreference@wayne.edu
Web: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/
Hours: M-Tu 11:00 a.m. – 6:45 p.m., W-F 9:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.

and trademarks, civil rights, and school desegregation.  His 
collection includes legal opinions, private and professional 
correspondence, writings and speeches, and records from 
the numerous legal, political, social and philanthropic 
organizations in which he was involved.

The Reuther has also opened the AFSCME Central 
Files Department Records, 1944-1974 (21 linear feet).  
Comprised primarily of  correspondence, the collection covers 
a broad range of  the operational activities of  AFSCME 
International Headquarters during the 1960s and 1970s.  The 
collection documents its procedures and its dealings with 
other unions, organizations and the government.

Submitted by Troy Eller
E-mail: troy.eller@wayne.edu

Theme for History Day 2010
(Continued from page 17)
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