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MAA Board Members, Spring 2010

Whitney Miller 
President (2009-2012, serving one year remaining of  2008-
2010 term)
University Archives and Historical Collections
101 Conrad Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327
(517) 355-2330
millerwh@msu.edu

Vacant
Vice-President/President-Elect (2008-2010)
NOTE:  Whitney Miller (elected Vice President/President-
Elect in 2008) assumed the responsibilities of  President in 
2009.  The Vice-President position will remain vacant until 
the next election in June 2010.  If  the MAA Board deems this 
to be an unsatisfactory situation, an interim Vice-President 
will be appointed.

Susan Panak 
Secretary (2008-2010)
Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library
Spring Arbor University
106 E. Main Street
Spring Arbor, MI 49283
(517) 750-6434 
spanak@arbor.edu

Kristen Chinery 
Treasurer (2009-2011)
Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 577-8377
ac9538@wayne.edu

Amy L. Reimann 
Conference Coordinator (2009-2011)
Starr Commonwealth
13725 Starr Commonwealth Road
Albion, MI 49224-1936
(517) 630-2317
reimanna@starr.org

Members-at-Large
Barbara DeWolfe (2009-2010, serving one year remaining of  
2007-2010 term)
William L. Clements Library, University of  Michigan  
909 S. University Ave.  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1190 
(734) 764-2347
bdewolfe@umich.edu

Sarah Roberts (2009-2010, serving one year remaining of  
2007-2010 term)
University Archives and Historical Collections
101 Conrad Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327
(517) 884-6440
rober472@msu.edu

Rebecca Bizonet (2009-2011 serving two years remaining of  
2008-2011 term)
Benson Ford Research Center
The Henry Ford
20900 Oakwood Blvd.
Dearborn, MI 48124-5029
(313) 982-6100 ext. 2284
rbizonet@gmail.com

Nancy Richard (2009-2011, serving two years remaining of  
2008-2011 term)
University Archives
Grand Valley State University
1 Campus Drive
Allendale, MI 49401
(616) 331-8726
richanar@gvsu.edu

Melinda McMartin Isler (2009-2012)
& MAA Online, Editor
University Archives
Ferris State University 
Alumni 101
410 Oak Street 
Big Rapids, MI 49307 
(231) 591-3731
MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

Carol Vandenberg (2009-2012)
Madonna University Library
36600 Schoolcraft Road
Livonia, MI 48150 
(734) 432-5691
cvandenberg@madonna.edu
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President’s 
Corner

Hello Colleagues!
As I write this, we are nearing an end to a long winter season, and here’s hoping that everyone enjoyed it in his or 
her own way.  As for your MAA Board, we have stayed very busy planning the annual conference, developing new 
projects and attending to business matters.   Our goal, as always, is to make MAA relevant to needs of  Michigan 
archivists.   So with that in mind, let me give you a brief  overview of  what is happening so far this year.  
Our conference is being held in Detroit, June 24-25, at the DoubleTree Fort Shelby hotel. The slate of  activities, 
from the sessions to the tours, is sure to provide something for everyone.  The primary theme of  the conference is 
how we, as archivists, deal with modern technology and the digital world.  I would also like to take this opportunity 
to say that the assistance of  our Detroit area colleagues in helping organize the conference has been outstanding 
and is well appreciated.  Further details of  the conference are discussed later in this issue (pages 10-13). You should 
also be on the lookout for your conference packets, which will be mailed in the early spring, and be sure to check 
for last minute updates on the MAA blog. 

Speaking of  the blog… if  you have not looked at it yet, please do so at your earliest opportunity!  The url is 
<http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/>.  Not only does the blog look great, but we are working hard to keep it 
up to date by providing timely and interesting announcements.   You will find event announcements, job opening 
announcements, calls for papers, student opportunities, and MAA project and program information, as well as the 
ability to leave comments.   If  you have a professional event or announcement that would be of  interest to your 
fellow MAA members and would like it posted on the blog, please contact one of  the board members. 

I announced in the last President’s Corner that MAA would like to help improve the state of  Michigan’s historical records 
by reaching out to those smaller organizations that have limited funding or staff.  The “Adopt an Archive” project is 
now underway.  Several people and organizations have stepped up to offer their professional expertise to those that 
need it. It is now time to determine who needs that assistance and how it shall be delivered.  If  you know of  a local 
historical society, local history room at your library, an archive that has lost all its funding, or similar organizations that 
could benefit, let us know. Further details can be found in the “Adopt an Archive” article in this issue (page 19).

Looking over this brief  summary of  what MAA is involved in during 2010; one word comes to mind – service.
Our organization should be proud of  its service to the profession, the membership and the community through our 
ability to learn collectively, communicate and participate to ensure that the documents of  history endure for all to 
enjoy.  Keep up the good work!

Whitney Miller
E-mail:  millerwh@msu.edu
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The Central Upper Peninsula and Northern Michigan 
University Archives has won an NHPRC grant for $69,000 
to digitize three record series from the Cleveland Cliffs Iron 
Mining Company (CCI) records.  Today, CCI is known as 
Cliffs Natural Resources and operates the two remaining iron 
mines in western Marquette County.  The three record series 
are the Annual Reports of  the Land, Lumber and Mining 
Departments (125 volumes, 1893-1960), Maps (250, 1882-
1937), and the Lumbering Operations Contracts and Jobs (8.0 
linear feet, 1915-1943).

These records document the history of  one of  the pioneering 
iron ore mining companies in the Lake Superior district, 
chronologically spanning the period from 1882 to 1960.  
These records provide evidence of  three major turning points 
in the history of  American iron ore mining: (1) the shift of  
the iron and steel industry from reliance on local supplies 
of  low to medium-grade ore to reliance on distant supplies 
of  high-grade ore shipped long distances from the Lake 
Superior basin to the lower Great Lakes and the related shift 

Digitize Historical Iron Mining Records
Central Upper Peninsula and Northern Michigan 
University Archives Receives NHPRC Grant
By Marcus C. Robyns, CA
University Archivist, Northern Michigan University
E-mail: mrobyns@nmu.edu

Cleveland Cliffs Iron Miners, about 1915.

of  the American iron and steel industry from the east side of  
the Alleghenies to the upper Midwest; (2) the consolidation 
of  iron ore mining in the hands of  large corporations 
between 1895 and 1904, stimulated by and coexistent with 
the emergence of  U.S. Steel as America’s first billion dollar 
corporation; and (3) the replacement of  natural with artificial 
ores in the aftermath of  World War II (beneficiation and 
pelletization).

A project Web site will provide a summary project overview, 
historical background information, historical photographs, 
and technical information on the digitization process.  The 
Web site will also include a lesson plan designed for high 
school social studies teachers.  The lesson plan will use the 
digital material and introduce students to basic historical 
research methods and critical thinking skills in the analysis 
of  primary sources.  An EAD finding aid will link the digital 
reproductions to each volume, map or folder title.  When a 
user activates the linked item, title and images of  the contents 
of  that title will appear in a pop-up browser window.
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Imagine simultaneously searching catalog records of  all 
Michigan archival institutions.  That dream is coming much 
closer to reality.

The Michigan State Historical Records 
Advisory Board (SHRAB) recently 
submitted its final report of  the “Down 
on Main Street” State and National 
Archival Partnership (SNAP) grant 
project.  SHRAB completed the first phase 
of  the project:  Inventorying collections 
at the Detroit Public Library’s Burton 
Historical Collection.  Two Wayne State 
University graduate students worked with 
Burton staff  to create the inventories.  
Descriptive materials, including available 
catalog records, were attached to the 
inventories. Working from the inventories, 
a cataloger created approximately two 
thousand records for a new Michigan 
statewide archives catalog.

The catalog, named “the Michigan Archival Network” will 
be accessible through the Online Computer Library Center’s 
Worldcat.  A permanent url will be announced soon.  All 
Worldcat symbols from the University of  Michigan, and the 
Detroit Public Library will be searchable immediately. 

The Michigan SHRAB hopes to ultimately open the service 
statewide.  Any Michigan archival institution with cataloged 
or uncataloged records will then be able to participate.  
Catalog records of  these institutions will then likewise 
be included in the Michigan Archival Network site.  To 
participate, an institution would need to be an OCLC 
member and be listed on the OCLC member registry (The 
annual cost of  a membership is $50.00).  Member institutions 
can enter catalog records electronically.  If  they are unable to 
do this, then they will be able to submit records in hard copy.  
SNAP grant staff  have facilitated the cataloging process by 
creating “digital worksheets” in OCLC’s CONTENTdm 
software.  

The Michigan Archival Network promises a bold future for 
Michigan archival institutions and their researchers.  Locating 
archival resources will only become easier!

Would you like to 
support a worthy cause? 
If  so, why not donate an item or two to be used at the 
Annual Meeting Silent Auction?  The money raised goes 
to our MAA Scholarship Fund and to MAA’s contribution 
to Michigan History Day. Please contact Carol Vandenberg 
at cvandenberg@madonna.edu or 734-432-5691 for 
additional information.

Michigan SHRAB’s SNAP Grant Crackles with 
Pop-ular Appeal
By Robert Garrett, Archives of Michigan
E-mail: GarrettR1@michigan.gov

An early version of  the Michigan Archival Network catalog.
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Where did you grow up and where did you go to school? 

I grew up near Ames, Iowa and got my B.S. in history from 
the University of  Iowa and my MLS from the University of  
Wisconsin-Madison.  During graduate school, I had a student 
position at the Wisconsin Historical Society Archives.

How long have you worked in your current position?  
What sorts of  duties do you perform there?

I came to the Michigan State University Archives in October 
of  2002.  My duties at the MSU Archives include reference 
shifts, managing incoming accessions, processing and 
cataloging collections, and supervising student assistants, 
including the processing they do.  I also work on other 
projects, such as documenting student organizations 
and the oral history project that was done for the MSU 
Sesquicentennial. 

Why did you decide to run for the MAA Board?

I wanted to become more involved in the archival profession 
beyond my day-to-day job.  I think the goals of  MAA are 

Interview with Sarah Roberts
By Robert Garrett, Editor, Open Entry

Editor’s note:  Sarah Roberts and Nancy Richard are new MAA Board Members-at-Large. 
I hope that Open Entry readers will enjoy these interviews with the Board’s “new faces.”    

important, and I have been impressed with the work of  
other Board members.  I also saw a chance to implement the 
volunteer program, Adopt an Archive, to provide assistance 
for small repositories.

What are your impressions of  the Board so far?

Everyone on the Board works hard to represent the 
membership.  It is more complex than I realized.  At each 
meeting, there are many issues that need to be discussed.  
The Board spends more time on MAA business than people 
realize.  I am glad to be on the Board and serving the 
membership.

What would you like to see accomplished in the next year?

I would like to see the Adopt an Archive project take off.  I 
think it could have real benefits to the small repositories by 
matching them with volunteers who have archival experience.  
It also has the potential to increase awareness of  the various 
repositories and their collections.

Sarah Roberts (on the left) 
presenting a session about 
minimal processing with her 
colleague, Portia Vescio, at 
MAA’s Annual Meeting in 
Ann Arbor, 2007.
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Where did you grow up and where did you go to school? 

I grew up in Baltimore, Maryland. I got my undergraduate 
degree at UMass-Amherst and my Masters at the Graduate 
School of  Library and Information Science at Simmons in 
Boston. 

How long have you worked in your current position?  
What sorts of  duties do you perform there?

After working as an archivist in Boston for over twenty 
years, I came to Grand Rapids to live near my daughter 
and grandson. I have been the University Archivist at 
Grand Valley since 2005. I was hired when the papers of  
the Michigan writer Jim Harrison were donated to Grand 
Valley.  Since then, I have developed the CONTENTdm 
digital collections database of  highlights from the Special 
Collections and University Archives. I have the entire range 
of  responsibilities required by a small archives in a large 
institution. My primary responsibility has been to improve 
access to the collections. This year, my main focus has been 
on helping with Grand Valley’s upcoming fiftieth anniversary 
celebration.  

Interview with Nancy Richard
By Robert Garrett, Editor, Open Entry

Editor’s note:  Nancy Richard and Sarah Roberts are new MAA Board Members-at-Large. 
I hope that Open Entry readers will enjoy these interviews with the Board’s “new faces.” 

Why did you decide to run for the MAA Board?

I was asked to run by the former President of  MAA. I had 
settled into my job enough that I thought it was time to get to 
know other archivists in Michigan. 

What are your impressions of  the Board so far?

They are a dedicated, hard working group that is very 
interested in seeing MAA thrive and give back to its 
membership and the archival community. The Board is also 
looking forward to seeing participation increase and become 
more diversified. 

What would you like to see accomplished in the next year?

I think the focus will be on defining and documenting 
policies, procedures and job descriptions – generally 
streamlining the Board operations so that the focus can be on 
programs and outreach.

Nancy Richard (on the 
left) reviewing  author Jim 
Harrison’s material in 
the Archives of  Grand 
Valley State University, 
Saginaw, 2006.
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Archives of  Michigan
Michigan Department of  Natural
Resources and Environment
Michigan Historical Center
702 W. Kalamazoo Street
P.O. Box 30740 
Lansing, Michigan 48909
(517) 373-1408
E-mail: archives@michigan.gov
Web: http://seekingmichigan.org
Hours: Monday through Friday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
(Closed on state holidays.)

The Civil War sesquicentennial is approaching, and the 
Archives of  Michigan is getting ready!  Several Civil War-
related projects are in the works.

First, the Seeking Michigan Web site will be adding a Civil 
War page.  This page will provide links to Michigan Civil 
War name indexes, blog articles on the war and scanned 
images of  actual Civil War service records, letters, diaries and 
photographs.  The page will serve as a “gateway” to Michigan 
Civil War resources, and more resources will be added (both 
to the Civil War page and to the Seeking Michigan site) as the 
sesquicentennial nears. 

The Archives will branch into new territory with its Civil 
War scavenger game.  Players will learn about the Civil War 
– and Michigan’s role in it – as they search for clues.  In the 
process, they will explore the Michigan Historical Museum’s 
Civil War gallery and peruse primary sources in the Archives 
of  Michigan.  The game, launched on a Scvnger ™ platform, 
can be played on a mobile phone and will provide a great 
educational tool.  

Education is also the aim of  two new grant projects.  With 
support from a Teaching American History grant, the 
Archives of  Michigan and the Michigan Historical Museum 
will be conducting history workshops for Michigan teachers.  
The workshops will aid these teachers in preparing lessons on 
the Civil War and pre-statehood Michigan.  

Submitted by Robert Garrett
E-mail: garrettr1@michigan.gov

Michigan Collections

Detroit Public Library
Burton Historical Collection
5201 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 833-1480
E-mail: jgibson@detroitpubliclibrary.org
Web: http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/burton/burton_index.htm
Hours: Tu, W: 12:00 noon - 8:00 p.m.; Th, F, Sa: 10:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m.

The Burton Historical Collection Completes 
“Down on Main Street” Grant Project

On June 2, 2008 the Burton Historical Collection of  the 
Detroit Public Library received a grant through the Michigan 
State Historical Records Advisory Board and the State and 
National Archival Partnership to participate in developing 
an online public access union catalog highlighting Michigan 
archival collections. The goal of  the project was to enhance 
access to the rich historical resources to researchers in 
Michigan, as well as individuals throughout the nation and 
around the world.

The year-long grant, entitled “Down on Main Street,” 
enabled the Burton Historical Collection to inventory over 
four thousand manuscript collections. With the inventory 
data completed, cataloging staff  have completed about two 
thousand MARC catalog records that have been submitted 
and are now searchable through the Michigan Electronic 
Library (MEL). All MARC records are contributed to the 
national bibliographic database WorldCat (OCLC) and will 
serve the research needs of  scholars and other researchers 
worldwide. Eventually all four thousand of  the Burton 
manuscript collections will be cataloged and available online, 
facilitating access and showcasing the many fascinating and 
historically significant collections of  the Burton Historical 
Collection.

Submitted by Dawn Eunich
E-mail: deunich@detroitpubliclibrary.org
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Grand Valley State University
Special Collections and University Archives
Seidman House
1 Campus Drive
Allendale, MI 49401-9403
(616) 331-2749
E-mail: collections@gvsu.edu
Web: http://www.gvsu.edu/
Hours: M-F 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Hours vary during semester 
intersessions and summer.

D.J. Angus Collection and NEH Grant

Born in Wisconsin, Donald James (D.J.) Angus (1887-1966) 
was a pioneer in electrical engineering and manufacturing. 
He was a founder of  the Esterline-Angus Company of  
Indianapolis and a part-time resident of  Grand Haven, 
Michigan from about 1907. In 1965, Angus donated his boat 
to Grand Valley as a teaching and research facility for Lake 
Michigan and its tributaries. The D.J. Angus photograph and 
film collection of  approximately ten thousand unique images 
was taken between 1902 and 1962. The majority of  the images 
were taken in and around Indianapolis and Grand Haven, and 
on month-long camping trips and family vacations throughout 
the U.S. and Mexico between 1910 and the late 1930s. 

Angus’ photos of  Michigan, although focusing primarily on 
Grand Haven and Spring Lake, include images of  his time 
spent working at Michigan Agricultural College and visiting 
places like Beaver Island, Sault Ste. Marie and the Upper 
Peninsula. Angus had an interest in disasters and recorded 
erosion and ice jams on Lake Michigan and the aftermath 
of  floods, shipwrecks, tornados and cyclones throughout 
the mid-West. 

D.J. Angus was especially interested in engineering and 
documented the construction of  a number of  dams, mills 
and bridges throughout the country. He was also interested in 
the culture and architecture of  ancient civilizations.  He took 
stills and moving images in the Southwest of  cliff-dwellings 
and Aztec ruins, and in Mexico of  pre-Columbian pyramids. 
Angus traveled at a time when the National Parks were being 
established and documented natural phenomena such as 
geysers, lava fields, canyons, and craters before restrictions 
were placed on access by visitors. 

The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) has 
awarded a “We the People” grant in support of  a preservation 
assessment of  the D.J. Angus collection to the Grand Valley 
Special Collections & University Archives. 

A portion of  the images have been digitized and are available 
on the Digital Collections website <http://www.gvsu.edu/
library/digitalcollections/>.

By Nancy Richard
E-mail: richanar@gvsu.edu

The erosion is at Highland park in Grand Haven about 1952.

The carferries are in locked in ice at Grand Haven Harbor about 1924.

Michigan Collections 
Continued on page 14
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Save the dates of  June 24-25, 2010 to join us for a fabulous 
annual meeting in the heart of  the Motor City!  We will be 
meeting in Detroit for great sessions, great accommodations 
and lots of  fun in the city. 

Accommodations this year are at the DoubleTree Guest 
Suites Fort Shelby Hotel.  Originally opened in 1917 as the 
Fort Shelby Hotel, this historic structure has reopened after 
a painstaking $90 million renovation. With a state-of-the-art 
business and conference facility and wireless internet access 
throughout, we will enjoy a great facility to serve as home base 
for our meeting activities. All reservations can be made through 
the hotel’s Web site.  You will find a link to this site at the MAA 
Web site <http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/> or you can 
point your browser directly to: <http://tiny.cc/ovszm>/

We will start off  the program on Thursday with an opening 
plenary session hosted by MAA President Whitney Miller 
and Walter P. Reuther Library Director Mike Smith. This will 
be followed by a full complement of  sessions on everything 
from the restoration of  the Fort Shelby Hotel to MeMail to 
Digital Finding Aids.  All our meals and sessions will take 
place at the conference hotel.

This year we have quite a treat for tours, as we have offerings 
to tour the first Model T plant on Piquette Avenue, see the 
baseball stadium at Comerica Park or take a walking tour of  
the historic architecture of  the downtown environs.

On Thursday evening, there will be a reception at the Detroit 
Public Library’s Burton Historical Collection Reading Room 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  We are very grateful for the 
support of  the Detroit Public Library and the Detroit Public 
Library Friends Foundation for hosting this reception.

Our luncheon keynote speaker on Friday will be Kevin 
Boyle of  the Ohio State University.  Kevin will be speaking 
on “Looking for History in Some Very Small Places.”  On 
Friday, we will again have the silent auction of  items to 
raise money for the Michigan History Day prizes and our 
MAA Scholarship Fund, which provides annual support to 
a student from Wayne State University and the University of  
Michigan graduate archival programs.  Anyone interested in 
donating items for the auction can contact Carol Vandenberg 
of  Madonna University Library.  Her e-mail address is 
cvandenberg@madonna.edu.

View Detroit!
A Preview of MAA’s Annual Meeting, June 24-25, 2010
By Amy L. Reimann, Conference Coordinator
Director of Archives & Alumni Affairs, Starr Commonwealth
E-mail: reimanna@starr.org

Registration packets will be delivered to members in 
early April.  Watch your mail and register for the early-
bird discount!  If  you are planning on bringing a guest, 
please contact Kristen Chinery, MAA Treasurer, for guest 
registration details.  Kristen can be reached via e-mail at: 
ac9538@wayne.edu. 

See you in the Motor City!

Fort Shelby Hotel in Detroit, about 1930-1939.

Special thanks to our committee members who spent long 
hours planning this terrific annual meeting:  Marilyn McNitt, 
Chair of the Program Committee and members, Mike Smith, 
Dan Golodner and Karen Morgan; and Mary Wallace, Chair 
of the Local Arrangements Committee and members, Kristen 
Chinery, Elizabeth Clemens, Jo Russ, Troy Eller, and Deborah 
Rice; and Cynthia Miller, program brochure layout editor.  
Also, great thanks to John Gibson of the Burton Historical 
Collection, Detroit Public Library for providing the reception 
location and Mike Smith of the Walter P. Reuther Library for 
sponsoring breakfast for Thursday morning.
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“Looking for History in Some Very Small Places”
Keynote Address by Kevin Boyle
MAA Annual Meeting, Fort Shelby Hotel, Detroit
Friday, June 25, 2010 12:00 p.m.

“As a social historian, I’ve spent a lot of  time trying to 
uncover the lives of  ordinary people, sometimes in very 
out-of-the-way places.  My search has rested on archivists’ 
dedication to preserving records that make the ordinary 
accessible – and extraordinary.”

Kevin Boyle teaches American history at the Ohio State 
University.  His most recent book, Arc of  Justice: A Saga of  
Race, Civil Rights, and Murder in the Jazz Age (Henry Holt, 2004; 
paperback edition, 2005) won the National Book Award 
for non-fiction, the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize, the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center’s Tolerance Book Award and the 
Society of  Midland Authors Book Award, and was a finalist 
for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle 
Award.  Kevin’s other books include The UAW and the 
Heyday of  American Liberalism, 1945-1968 (Cornell University 
Press, 1995; paperback edition 1998); Muddy Boots and Ragged 
Aprons: Images of  Working-Class Detroit, 1900-1930, which he 
co-authored with Victoria Getis (Wayne State University 
Press,1997); and an edited volume, Organized Labor and 
American Politics, 1894-1994: the Labor-Liberal Alliance (State 
University of  New York Press, 1998).

Kevin’s articles have appeared in Diplomatic History, The Journal 
of  American History, Labor History, The Michigan Historical Review 
and various anthologies.  He has also published essays and 
reviews in The Baltimore Sun, The Chicago Tribune, The Detroit 
Free Press, Inc. Magazine, The New York Times and The Washington 
Post.  He is at work on two books, The Splendid Dead: An 
American Ordeal, which is to be published by Houghton 
Mifflin, and Change Is Gonna Come: America in the 1960s, to be 
published by W.W. Norton.

“Diverse, Digital and Documentary Challenges: The 
Archives of Labor History and Urban Affairs at Fifty”
Plenary Address by Mike Smith
MAA Annual Meeting, Fort Shelby Hotel, Detroit
Thursday, June 24, 2010, 9:00 a.m.

Mike Smith will address the history of  the Archives of  
Labor History and Urban Affairs and the Walter P. Reuther 
Library within a half-century of  monumental change 
within our archival profession.  The Archives of  Labor and 
Urban Affairs (ALUA) celebrates fifty years of  collecting 
the history of  American unions and modern Detroit; the 
Reuther Library celebrates thirty-five years of  existence.  
From humble beginnings in 1960, the ALUA has grown to 
be the premiere labor archives in America, and one of  the 
nation’s leading urban archives.  During those fifty years, 
the archival profession and the ALUA have experienced 
tremendous change in the way we document our world, both 
philosophically and technically.  Moreover, societal change for 
our core constituents has had a tremendous impact upon the 
Reuther’s archival programs.

Currently, Mike Smith is Director of  the Walter P. Reuther 
Library, Wayne State University in Detroit.  He earned his 
M.A. at Wayne State, along with a certificate in Archival 
Administration.   Mike has worked at the Reuther for twenty  
years, with a hiatus in the early 1990s, when he earned his 
PhD. candidacy at the University of  Michigan and curated the 
Motor City Exhibition at the Detroit Historical Museum.

Mike has published numerous journal articles, and presented 
lectures and conference papers in the fields of  archival 
studies, urban history, the history of  Detroit and Michigan, 
the automotive industry, and labor history.  He has also 
curated exhibits, produced and written for documentary film 
projects, and conducted numerous oral history projects.

Keynote Speaker, 
Kevin Boyle, American 
history professor at The 
Ohio State University.

Plenary Speaker, Mike 
Smith, Director of  the 
Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University.
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View Detroit!  Places to Visit
Consider extending your stay when you come to Detroit for MAA’s Annual Meeting, 
Thursday-Friday June 24-25, 2010.  The DoubleTree Shelby Hotel is offering the special 
conference rate from Wednesday-Monday June 23-28.

Model T Automotive Heritage Complex, Inc.
461 Piquette Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48202
www.tplex.org/
Offered as a tour on Thursday June 24th at 3:00 p.m. 
during MAA’s Annual Meeting.

Architectural Walking Tours presented by Preservation 
Wayne, Detroit’s oldest and largest preservation organization  
313-577-7674, www.preservationwayne.org/
Downtown tour offered on Thursday June 24th at 3:00 
p.m. during MAA’s Annual Meeting.

Ford Motor Co. Piquette Avenue Plant in Detroit, 1905.

View of  the Penobscot Building from Detroit’s financial district, 2009.

Tours of  Comerica Park, Home of  the Detroit Tigers 
Baseball Team, are available from June through September.   
Pick up tickets at the box office on the day of  the tour.
2100 Woodward Avenue
http://detroit.tigers.mlb.com/det/ballpark/tours.jsp
Reserved tour offered on Thursday June 24th at 3:00 
p.m. during MAA’s Annual Meeting.

Right: Comerica Park Gate to the Detroit Tigers Baseball Stadium, 2009.
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Historic Greektown
“A stroll along Monroe Street is like a trip to Athens. The air 
is filled with the sounds of  music and the savory aromas of  
Greek delicacies cooked just right. For more than 100 years, 
Greektown has been Detroit’s favorite neighborhood.”
On Monroe between Brush and St. Antoine Streets.
http://www.visitgreektown.com/

Historic Belle Isle Park
www.fobi.org/attractions.htm
Admission and most of  the park’s attractions are free. 
Situated on America’s busiest inland waterway, Belle Isle 
provides spectacular views of  freighter traffic, Detroit 
cityscape, Canada and the Ambassador Bridge.  Located 
about three miles east of  downtown Detroit along East 
Jefferson Avenue.  Travel time to Belle Isle by car or bus is 
about five minutes.  Once on the island, drive over five miles 
of  scenic shoreline or walk along the many miles of  trails, 
paths and roadways that connect all of  Belle Isle’s points of  
interest.  Purchased in 1879 by the City of  Detroit, Frederick 
Law Olmstead created the master plan for Belle Isle in 1883.
Features include:
◊ Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Daily
◊ Belle Isle Nature Zoo
◊ Dossin Great Lakes Museum, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday
◊ Livingstone Memorial Lighthouse
◊ Nancy Brown Peace Tower (Carillon Tower)
◊ Scott Memorial Fountain, colored light and water shows 
presented from dusk until 11 p.m.
◊ Swimming beach, one-half-mile-long sand

Museums in the City
◊ Charles H. Wright Museum of  African American 
History, 315 Warren Avenue East, (313)494-5800, www.
maah-detroit.org
◊ Detroit Historical Museum, 5401 Woodward Avenue, 
(313)833-1805, www.detroithistorical.org
◊ Detroit Institute of  Arts, 5200 Woodward Avenue, 
(313)833-7900, www.dia.org
◊ Detroit Science Center, 5020 John R Street, (313)577-
8400, www.sciencedetroit.org
◊ Dossin Great Lakes Museum, Belle Isle, 100 The 
Strand, (313)833-7935, www.glmi.org
◊ Motown Historical Museum, 2648 W. Grand 
Boulevard, (313)875-2264, www.motownmuseum.com
◊ Museum of  Contemporary Art Detroit, 4454 
Woodward Avenue, (313)832-6622, mocadetroit.org

Downtown Highlights
Hart Plaza (East Jefferson and Woodward Avenues)
Renaissance Center (East Jefferson Avenue and Randolph Street)
RiverWalk (along the river from Joe Louis Arena to Rivard Street)

Tours
Detroit Historical Society, behind-the-scene tours of  Detroit 
landmarks including “Masonic Temple” and “Woodmere 
Cemetery” (313)833-1801, www.detroithistorical.org

Detroit Tour Connections, various walking tours including 
“Coney Island Hot Dog Tour” and “RiverWalk” 
(313)283-4332, www.detroittourconnections.com

DTours, including “Eastern Market Pub Crawl” and 
“Karaoke Pub Crawl” (313)965-3313, www.dtoursdetroit.com

Inside Detroit, walking and Segway personal vehicle tours
(313)268-6562, www.insidedetroit.org/public-tours

Preservation Wayne, 313-577-3559, city heritage walking 
tours, including “Auto Heritage” and “Downtown Buildings 
of  Albert Kahn” (313)577-3559, www.preservationwayne.org

Rickshaw Detroit, “a licensed Pedicab Company… Fares: 
Our customers love us so much we only ask for tips.  Tours 
are negotiated with drivers.  Contact us for weddings and 
special events.” info@rickshawdetroit.net
(866)461-3163,  www.rickshawdetroit.net/index.html

Stewart McMillin Tours, including “Underground Railroad” 
and “African-American History and Culture”
(313)922-1990, www.stewartmcmillintours.com/tours.html

Belle Isle Bathers, July 1928
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Michigan Collections
Continued from page 9

Michigan State University
University Archives & Historical Collections
101 Conrad Hall 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1237
(517) 355-2330
Fax: (519) 353-9319
E-mail: archives@msu.edu
Web: http://archives.msu.edu
Hours: M, Tu, Th, F 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 
p.m.; W 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Staff Changes
In December, Richard Adler and Deborah Gouin both left 
the University Archives & Historical Collections (UAHC). 
Director Cynthia Ghering and the UAHC staff  are currently 
assessing the unit’s staffing needs. 

Collection Openings
Sarah Roberts and Ed Busch have been busy processing 
small accessions, fragments and wrapping up some previously 
started larger collections. Of  note are the Sarah Shaw Hannah 
Collection; Spartan Wives; Sesquicentennial Oral History 
Project; Edmund H. Gleason Collection; Carl T. Wright 
Papers; the Clifford and Mildred Erickson Papers; and the 
College of  Osteopathic Medicine Records.

Grants
The University Archives & Historical Collections was 
awarded $251,079 by the National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission (NHPRC). The grant is to support 
a project to accession, preserve and provide access to a 
significant portion of  the University’s permanently valuable 
records that are created and maintained in electronic form. 
Cynthia Ghering, Lisa Schmidt, Whitney Miller, Ed Busch 
and a project information technologist from UAHC – along 
with Michael Babcock from the Registrar’s Office and Ajay 
Patel from Enterprise Business Systems Projects – will be 
members of  the team for this grant.

Past Activities
The UAHC has been very busy this past fall and winter. 
As part of  American Archives Month in October, archivist 
Portia Vescio, with input from the UAHC staff, created a 
MSU Trivia Contest for faculty, staff, students and the local 
community to solve. Winners were chosen at random from 
the correct entries and given a Trivia Champion t-shirt. 

Also, in October, Cynthia Ghering and Ed Busch presented 
at the monthly meeting of  the Mid-Michigan Genealogical 
Society in Lansing, and Portia Vescio provided background 
information for a haunted house held at the MSU 
Auditorium.

In November, UAHC had a booth at the College of  
Agriculture and Natural Resources’ Autumnfest, held prior to 
the football game vs. Penn State. November was also noted 
for being UAHC’s busiest month on record with over two 
hundred visitors! Among those visitors were members of  
the Warren Family (descendants of  Edward K. Warren who 
founded the Chamberlain Museum in Three Oaks, Michigan 
in 1916). Many of  the historical collections in the University 
Archives & Historical Collections come from this museum.

In January, Lisa Schmidt was invited by ALA’s Intellectual 
Access for Preservation Metadata Interest Group to present 
on the university’s Digital Curation Planning Project at the 
ALA Mid-Winter meeting, <http://msudcp.archives.msu.
edu/>.  Also in January, the staff  held a “Behind the Scenes” 
tour for MSU staff  and faculty. Visitors were able to see unique 
records, such as Charles Darwin’s 1872 letter to Professor 
William Beal, as well as visit the staff  and shelf  areas.

In March, the University Archives & Historical Collections, 
with the Office of  Faculty and Organizational Development, 
hosted a New Faculty Social at the Archives.  Portia Vescio also 
led a tour of  the archives as part of  an Evening College class.

On the Banks of  the Red Cedar Web site went live in January.
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Our On the Banks of  the Red Cedar Web site, <http://
onthebanks.msu.edu/> went live in January providing quick 
and easy online access to documents, images, film and audio 
materials related to the history of  Michigan State University. 
This site is open for use by MSU faculty, staff, students, 
alumni and the public. Combining collections from the MSU 
Archives & Historical Collections, the MSU Libraries, the 
MSU Museum and other departments around campus, On 
the Banks of  the Red Cedar provides a unified site where 
anyone can go to search for information about MSU’s history. 
New content is added daily.

Upcoming Activities
This spring, the main Web access for UAHC will go live. 
It has been completely redesigned with help from MSU 
University Relations. Check it out at <http://archives.
msu.edu>.  Along with this new Web site are matching 
informational brochures for our collections and records 
management services.

During the Spring semester, the UAHC is supporting an 
undergraduate history course: Dr. Javier Pescador’s HIST 324 
“History of  Sport in America.”  UAHC staff  will provide 
a guest lecture on the use of  primary sources. As part of  a 
class writing assignment, students will be required to use the 
UAHC collections.

The Archives @ MSU blog, http://msuarchives.wordpress.
com provides information on current events and public hours 
and news about the collections. We can also be found on 
Facebook, <http://www.facebook.com/pages/East-Lansing-
MI/Michigan-State-University-Archives/52451906185>.

Submitted by Ed Busch
E-mail: buschedw@msu.edu

Michigan Tech Archives & Copper 
Country Historical Collections
J. Robert Van Pelt and Opie Library
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1295
(906) 487-2505 
Fax: (906) 287-2357
E-mail: copper@mtu.edu
Web: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/
Hours: Fall/Spring M, F 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Tu, W, Th 
12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.
Summer M 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Tu, W, Th 12:00 noon - 
5:00 p.m.; F 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
The department is closed for major holidays and university 
closures.  Researchers are advised to call in advance of  arrival 
to ensure access.

Research and Exhibits at the Michigan Tech Archives

The Michigan Tech Archives recently launched two new 
exhibits featuring photographic and manuscript resources 
from its collections. A traveling exhibit about the life and 
times of  Calumet photographer J.W. Nara premiered at a 
special event in December at the J.R. Van Pelt and Opie 
Library at Michigan Technological University. Finnish born 
John William Nara immigrated to the United States and 
established a photographic studio in the early twentieth 
century in Calumet, Michigan, in the heart of  America’s 
most productive copper mining region. In addition to studio 
portraits, J.W. Nara’s lens captured the people and places of  
Michigan’s Keweenaw Peninsula. Copper mining and industry 
are an important part of  the story documented in his work, 
but Nara also captured the area’s rural landscape, local farms, 
shorelines, lighthouses and pastoral back roads. 

The exhibit was funded, in part, by J.W.’s descendants, Robert 
and Ruth Nara of  Bootjack, Michigan.  It highlights historical 
photographs from collections at the Michigan Tech Archives. 
Interpretive panels portray life in the Copper Country as 
experienced by J.W. Nara and the nationally important 
1913 Michigan copper miners’ strike, a significant event in 
American labor history. The exhibit will travel to libraries, 
museums and schools throughout upper Michigan.

More recently unveiled, the exhibit “A Sense of  Place” 
presents a photographic essay of  the Michigan Tech campus, 
community life and the Copper Country. Historic images 
and accompanying text create a story of  the Keweenaw and 
its people from the earliest days of  European settlement to 
the present. The exhibit addresses four themes: early life on 
the Keweenaw Peninsula, copper miners and the mines in 

As a commercial photographer, J.W. Nara relied on studio portraits for an 
important part of  his income. In addition to traditional portraits and wedding 
sittings, Nara often showed a playful side in his studio work by staging 
vignettes, such as this bartender training a dog. Look for more Nara photos at 
the Keweenaw Digital Archives, part of  the Michigan Tech Archives Web site, 
<http://digarch.lib.mtu.edu/>.
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which they labored, the changing face of  the Michigan Tech 
campus: and the communities that are home to long-time 
residents and thousands of  students through the years. The 
narrative gives the viewer a sense of  the special character of  
the Copper Country, a place to which many people are proud 
to claim a connection, no matter where they may live.
Financially supported by the Friends of  the Van Pelt Library, 
the new exhibit was conceived as a tribute to Jonathon 
DeCleene, a student assistant in the Archives for many years. 
Although Jonathan’s life ended at a young age, it was his zest 
for life and adopted love of  the Copper Country that shaped 
the themes of  this exhibit. Additional funding for the exhibit 
came from Jonathan’s family, Gloria Kennedy and Valerie 
DeCleene, and members of  the Archives staff.

The Archives is pleased to announce the recent selection 
of  four researchers to receive a Michigan Tech Archives 
Travel Grant for the current year. Grant recipients will visit 
in 2010 to research a diverse array of  topics in the Archives’ 
manuscript collections. Research subjects include the 
relationship between representations of  three-dimensional 
data and the flow of  information within an organization, the 
practice of  nineteenth and twentieth century medicine in a 
remote industrial community, the regional work of  Michigan 
architect D. Fred Charlton, and the politics and economics of  
community development during an era of  industrial decline. 
Research focusing on collections held by the Michigan Tech 
Archives has resulted in numerous academic publications and 
professional and public presentations.

The Archives also launched a new blog this year to capture 
and share information on its collections, staff, projects, 
and its experiences as a mid-size repository in providing 
interesting and relevant services despite the contemporary 
economic challenges shared by institutions across the country. 
Read more about the Michigan Tech Archives at <http://
blogs.mtu.edu/archives/>.

The Michigan Tech Archives is a division of  the J.R. Van Pelt 
and Opie Library and hosts a wide variety of  researchers and 
research topics that engage students, staff  and faculty, local 
citizens, and off-campus researchers. For more information, 
contact the Archives at (906) 487-2505 or via e-mail at 
copper@mtu.edu. 

By Julia Blair
E-mail: jblair@mtu.edu

University of  Michigan
Special Collections Library
Hatcher Graduate Library
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1205
(734) 764-7377   
Fax: (734) 764-9368
E-mail: special.collection@umich.edu
Web: www.lib.umich.edu/special-collections-library
Hours: M-F 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.

A new exhibit “Highlights of  Recent Acquisitions” is open 
from January 11 – April 30 at the Special Collections Library. 
Among the items on display are: a watercolor “portrait” of  
a railroad bridge built in Prague in 1850, original artwork by 
local artist Tom Pohrt for a children’s book written by Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor, a diary and photographs from a 
female UM student who hitchhiked from Ann Arbor to San 
Francisco in 1923 (see selected photo above), a Spanish text from 
1693 for those studying to be soldiers, and Dante’s Divine 
Comedy with illustrations by Salvador Dali. 

The exhibit displays samples from new collections, which 
include the papers of  film director Robert Altman and 
writers Nicholas Delbanco and Richard Tillinghast.  This 
is the first opportunity for the public to see materials from 
the Altman Collection, which is estimated to be 1,000 linear 
feet in size and is now being processed.  Other displayed 
documents include a handwritten court transcript of  the 1907 
Frank Steunenberg murder trial (in which Clarence Darrow 
defended Big Bill Haywood), letters of  Communist Party 
organizer Ella Reeve Bloor to her children, and contemporary 
writings of  Stephanie Mills and Chellis Glendinning, who 
both address the ecological costs of  technology.

The Labadie Collection has added 150 new photographs to 
its online database, bringing the total number to almost 1400. 
These include photos from the late ninteenth century to the 
early twenty-first century. The images can be viewed on our 
new and improved Web site at <www.lib.umich.edu/labadie-
collection>. Also visit our Facebook page: <www.facebook.
com/labadiecollection>.

Submitted by Julie Herrada
E-mail: jherrada@umich.edu
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William L. Clements Library
The University of  Michigan 
909 S. University Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1190
(734) 764-2347  
Fax: (734) 647-0716
E-mail: clements.library@umich.edu
Web: http://www.clements.umich.edu/index.html
Hours: M-W and F 9:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m., Th 9:00 a.m. - 7:45 p.m.

The William L. 
Clements Library 
at the University of  
Michigan is pleased 
to announce that the 
recently processed 
Norton Strange 
Townshend Family 
Papers are now 
open for scholarly 
research. This 
important collection 
documents the 
political, educational, 
agricultural and 

social activities of  Norton Strange Townshend (1815-
1895) (see image above), his wife (educator Margaret Bailey 
Townshend) and several generations of  related families in 
northern Ohio and elsewhere. Townshend had a long and 
multi-faceted career, which included antislavery activism, 
political involvement at the local level and in the U.S. House 
of  Representatives, work on the Underground Railroad, a 
role as a Medical Inspector in the Civil War and advocacy 
of  scientific training for farmers. The latter earned him the 
nickname “the father of  agricultural education in the United 
States” and allowed him to shape the Ohio State University as 
a founder and the institution’s first Professor of  Agriculture. 

In addition to a wealth of  primary sources, such as 
correspondence, diaries, published and unpublished writings, 
ephemera and photographs, the collection contains thirty-
four letters from Townshend’s friend and mentor, Salmon 
P. Chase, and a number of  daguerreotypes by Townshend’s 
brother-in-law, Thomas M. Easterly. In conjunction with the 
opening of  the papers, an online exhibit entitled “ ‘Honest 
Independence’: The Life of  Norton Strange Townshend” has 
been created.  It showcases some of  the collection’s treasures 
and provides biographical information on Townshend <www.
clements.umich.edu/Exhibits/townshend/index.html>. 

By Shannon Wait
E-mail: waits@umich.edu

Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 577-4024    
Fax: (313) 577-4300
E-mail: reutherreference@wayne.edu
Web: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/
Hours: M-Tu 11:00 a.m. - 6:45 p.m.; W-F 9:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.

The Walter P. Reuther Library is happy to announce that 
abstracts and finding aids for all open collections are now 
available on its Web site.  Additionally, nearly all of  the 
extensive list of  titles from labor unions, urban organizations 
and political reform groups are cataloged in the Periodicals 
and Publications Collection on the Reuther’s Web site.  The 
collection includes pamphlets, newsletters, newspapers, 
journals, reports and union convention proceedings and will 
include both print and microfilm materials.

For the purpose of  preserving its collections, the Reuther 
Library has made digital imaging the default option for 
reproduction of  materials in the Reading Room. The Reuther 
urges patrons to bring digital cameras or use the Reuther’s 
cameras if  they wish to have reproductions made from 
manuscript materials.

In January, the Reuther hosted the launch party for Living 
Detroit, a project of  the WSU Honors College, with the 
support of  the Luella Hannan Foundation and numerous 
WSU departments and organizations.  The project was 
developed to preserve the history of  Detroit through 
interviews with long-time residents of  Detroit <www.
livingdetroit.wayne.edu>.

In collection news, the AFSCME Office of  the Secretary-
Treasurer: Gordon Chapman/Joseph Ames Records, 
1944-1973 (11 linear feet) and the AFSCME Office of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer: Judicial Panel Records, 1966-1998 (25.25 
linear feet) are open for research.  The UAW Office of  the 
President: Owen Bieber Records, 1970-1995 (41.25 linear 
feet) are also open for research.

The Reuther Library Reference Archivist, William LeFevre, 
has been elected to the ARMA International Board of  
Directors.  The Reuther Director, Mike Smith, has been 
appointed by Governor Granholm to the board of  the 
Michigan Center for Innovation and Reinvention.

Submitted by Troy Eller
E-mail: au2050@wayne.edu
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Call for MAA Board 
Member Nominations
By Jamie Myler, CA, Ford Motor Company Archives 
and Johanna Russ, Walter P. Reuther Library

Elections for new Michigan Archival Association Board 
members will be held at the fifty-second MAA Annual 
Meeting June 24-25, 2010. We will vote on the following 
Executive Board positions:

Vice President/President-Elect (Two year term)                
Secretary (Two year term)                
Member-at- Large #3 (Three year term)      
Member-at-Large # 4 (Three year term)

The membership can nominate individuals for Board 
positions until 10:30 a.m. Thursday, June 24, 2010 (the 
bylaws state that nominations must end two hours before the 
business meeting, which will commence at 12:30 p.m. that 
day).  As per MAA bylaws, a petition must be presented in 
support of  such nominations and must include signatures 
from at least ten current MAA members in good standing.    

Please check out our Web site for more information on the 
Michigan Archival Association Board: 
<http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/>.

Get involved in MAA!

MAA Auction Item Call 
By Carol Vandenberg, MAA Board Member-at-Large
Madonna University Library
E-mail: cvandenberg@madonna.edu

Gifts received from MAA members comprise the largest 
portion of  donations toward our annual silent auction. The 
money raised from this event helps support prizes for grades 
4-12 students’ winning entries for Michigan History Day and 
graduate students going into the archival profession.  The  
MAA Scholarship Fund provides annual support to students 
in the graduate archival programs – one from Wayne State 
University and one from the University of  Michigan. 

The silent auction is our only effort to raise money for these 
worthy students.  Contributions to the MAA silent auction 
received from members to date are:

◊ Wine
◊ History of  Detroit CDs
◊ A mystery gift 
◊ A quilt lover’s basket
◊ An Eames Molded Plastic Chair by Herman Miller, Inc.  
The winner of  this auction item will be able to specify color, 
base, etc.  See www.hermanmiller.com/Products/Eames-
Molded-Plastic-Chairs for details.
◊ A baseball signed by Willie Horton – a member of  the 
Tigers 1968 World Series Championship team – donated by 
Ilitch Holdings, Inc.

These gifts are what make the auction a success.  Please 
consider making a donation to this effort. 

If  you are interested in 
making contributions or 
have any questions, please 
contact Carol Vandenberg at 
cvandenberg@madonna.edu 
or at: (734)432-5691.

MAA Silent Auction Item, 
Eames Molded Plastic Chair 
by Herman Miller, Inc.  The 
winner chooses the chair’s style 
and color.
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Farewell Address
By Robert Garrett, Editor, Open Entry

Alas, ‘tis true:  After this issue, I will be stepping down as Open Entry editor.  Such a 
milestone naturally causes one to pause and reflect – on both the past and the future.

I’ll discuss the past first.  I began my editorial reign with the Spring 2007 issue.  As I 
look at the issue now, some nostalgia sets in.  In spring 2007, Karen Jania was MAA 
President.  That year’s annual meeting was held in Ann Arbor, and Dr. Anna-Lisa Cox, 
author of  A Stronger Kinship, was the keynote speaker (Today, Dr. Cox is at Harvard 
University.  I recall her heroic efforts to successfully reach our meeting in time, despite 
an airline flight cancellation.).  In the spring 2007 issue, Melinda McMartin (now 
Melinda McMartin Isler) wrote about MAA’s new Web site.  Three years later, MAA now has a newer Web site – and this one 
is in a blog format.  Looking at other spring 2007 articles, I see that archivists Rebecca Bizonet and John Bowen had recently 
appeared on the game show Jeopardy! and that Tom Nanzig had just written a book on the Civil War (All this shows you how 
intelligent we archivists really are!).  Ronee Francis, who now works in Tennessee, contributed an article on Wayne State’s 
Society of  American Archivists student chapter.  She mentions some of  her fellow students – including Troy Eller (now at the 
Reuther Library and working as the archivist of  the Society of  Women Engineers) and Edward Busch (now employed at the 
Michigan State University Archives).  See?  A lot CAN happen in a small period of  time! 

In those three years, I’ve also gone from a “wet behind the ears” editor to a (not quite grizzled) veteran.  Cynthia R. Miller did 
much to acclimate me. She had then been Open Entry Layout Editor for quite some time and still holds that position today.  
Her experience proved invaluable.  I sometimes worried that we had too few articles or maybe too many, but Cynthia always 
managed space issues in a seemingly casual manner, seeing it as a jigsaw puzzle to solve.  She helped in other ways – sometimes 
making suggestions for editorial changes or noting when a certain subject (e.g., board elections or the MAA auction) needed 
coverage.  If  we needed images, she could sometimes supply them or suggest where suitable ones might be found.  Cynthia 
contributes a great deal to the newsletter, and I’m happy to note that she’ll continue as Layout Editor after this issue.

That brings us to the future.  Beginning next issue, Barbara DeWolfe of  the William L. Clements Library and Rebecca Bizonet 
of  the Benson Ford Research Center will serve as Open Entry co-editors.  I’ll miss being “behind the scenes,” but I also look 
forward to seeing what Barbara, Rebecca and Cynthia will do.  I will enjoy my next Open Entry as a reader only, but I’ll also be 
reading with a greater awareness of  the editorial efforts involved.

Onward and upward!

Adopt an Archive Update
By Sarah Roberts, Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections
E-mail: rober472@msu.edu

In the last issue of  Open Entry, Whitney Miller in her President’s Corner introduced MAA’s “Adopt an Archive” project with 
the aim to help small archives, libraries and historical societies with limited staff  and resources.  The goal of  the project is 
to provide service to archives that need assistance with hands-on help for their collections, archival advice or supplies.  An 
additional goal is to improve knowledge about the holdings of  local historical facilities in Michigan.  The services offered 
in the Adopt an Archive program include hands-on assistance with collections management, such as inventorying holdings, 
processing collections and cataloging.  We can also offer advice on preservation of  collections and digitization.  There are now 
application forms for institutions and volunteers on the MAA blog.  The forms will be used to gather information and help 
match institutions with volunteers.  If  you are from an institution that would like assistance, we urge you to submit a form.  If  
you know of  an institution that you would like to nominate, we encourage you to do so.  An institution does not have to be a 
member of  MAA to receive help.  We also need volunteers to provide hands-on help, advice or supplies to institutions.  Travel 
is not required to be a volunteer, although it is an option for those interested.  To view the application forms go to <http://
miarchivists.wordpress.com/>.  For more information about the project, request forms or to submit a form contact Sarah 
Roberts, (517)884-6640, rober472@msu.edu.
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In our Fall 2009 issue, we ran an article on the Clarke 
Historical Library’s circus exhibit.  The article, entitled 
“Rides and Spangles: Michigan Circuses and Carnivals 
Exhibit” was attributed to Frank Boles.  Marian Matyn of  
the Clarke Historical Library is the actual author of  this 
article.  We regret the error. – Bob Garrett, Editor Open Entry


