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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS ON OCTOBER 17 

The theme of the fall meeting 
will be disaster preparedness. Four 
speakers will present papers on vari
ous aspects of dealing with disasters . 
A representative from Hope College 
will discuss the salvage of records 
there after the recent fire at Van 
Raalte Hall. Preparing, writing, 
and implementing a disaster plan will 
be discussed. 

The meeting will be held at Ferris 
State College in Big Rapids on Friday , 
October 17. The program committee con
sists of Tom Featherstone, Larry Hall, 
Dick Harms, Marilyn McNitt and Tim 
Wehrkamp. Local arrangements are 
being handled by Larry Martin. Mem
bers will receive registration infor
mation in the fall. Others interested 
in the program may write to Fred 
Honhart, secretary. 

SAA ANNUAL MEETING 

SAA '80, the Society's 44th 
Annual Meeting which will take place 
September 30 - October 3 in Cincin
nati, has as its theme, "Agenda for 
the Eighties." In addressing the 
challenges facing the profession in 
the decade ahead, meeting sessions 
will focus on two particularly sig
nificant areas. A membership poll 
reported in the March SAA Newsletter 
that the top two concerns of SAA 
members were scarce resources and 
technology. These two areas are 
given substantial attention at this 
year ' s annual meeting. 
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Scarce Resources Major program ses
sions will address strategies for 
influencing funding authorities-
state legislators, library adminis
trators, and administrators in general. 
The acquisition of external funding 
will receive consideration in two 
regular program sessions as well as 
in a very special workshop on the 
preparation of grant proposals. Ad
ditional program sessions will sug
gest means of making better use of 
resources in performing archival 
functions such as conservation, pro
cessing, appraisal, and reference. 

Technology The meeting program pro
vides valuable opportunities to keep 
up with technological changes affec
ting the work of archivists. Auto
mated systems for archives and re
cords management will be considered 
in a .major session. Practical work
shops will address the use of micro~ 
and mini-computers in archival ad
ministration. The administration 
of machine-readable records at col
leges and universities will be the 
topic of a panel session. Inventory
ing and scheduling of machine-readable 
records and appraising machine
readable records are also on the 
meeting agenda. A workshop will 
cover electronic and non-electronic 
storage media. A major session will 
explore available alternatives in 
microfilming. Technological advances 
in archival conservation will be the 
topic of another panel presentation. 

Other areas of concern to archi
vists in the decade ahead are also 
addressed by clusters of sessions at 
the annual meeting: the archivist and 



SAA ANNUAL MEETING (cont) 

the law, the problem of documenting 
popular culture, and the archivist's 
clientele. 

An understanding of the future is 
of ten aided by a look back at the 
history of archives. 

• 

In all, there are 70 $essions, 
workshops, and seminars scheduled 
during the 1980 annual meeting, co
vering a wide range of topics of 
interest to SAA members. The 1980 
program packet, which contains a 
program booklet, registration forms, 
hotel reservation card, and announce
ments of special events, should be 
received by all SAA individuals and 
institutional members by August 15. 
Persons who have not received their 
packet by that time and non-members 
who wish to receive one, should con
tact SAA headquarters. 

MICHIGAN COUNCIL FORMING 

Patricia Pilling, oral historian 
at the Walter P. Reuther Library, 
presided at the first meeting of the 
Michigan Oral History Council held 
at the Walter P. Reuther Library on 
the campus of Wayne State University 
on December 7, 1979. Philip P. 
Mason, director of the library and 
a cofounder of the new council, 
pledged $250 for expenses. 

The statewide organization grew 
out of a meeting following the 14th 
National Colloquium in East Lansing 
last fall. An oral history session, 
claired by Pilling, at the 22nd 
Local History Conference on April 
19 at the university gave impetus to 
the new association. 

At the conference, Glenn Ruggles 
(Walled Lake) presented a paper, 
with slides, titled "Human Values 
Across the Generations." Esther 
Lehman (VA Hospital, Allen Park) 
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told of veterans' use of their own 
transcripts as texts for a course on 
World War II. 

Following the conference, Pilling 
continued as chairman and appointed 
committees to work on plans for the 
organization. A goal of the group 
will be to identify existing oral 
history projects and act as a clear
ing house. 

The organization published its 
first newsletter, Michigan Oral His
tory Council, in April. 

LIBRARY-ARCHIVAL THEFT 

~ 

Bill 1144 on Library-Archival Theft 
was introduced into the Michigan Sen
ate by Senators Faust, Geake and 
Faxon. An Education Committee hear
ing on the bill took place in May, 
1980, at which some objections were 
raised about its language relating to 
penalties and liability exclusion for 
archivists and librarians. The bill 
has been referred back to the staff 
for revision. The next scheduled 
hearing on it will probably not be 
until this fall. 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

While poking through the records 
created by past presidents of MAA, I 
was struck by the growth and accom
plishments of the organization over 
the past decade. In terms of sheer 
numbers, our membership has increased 
sixfold. President Combs wrote to a 
prospective member in June, 1971, 
stating that the membership had in
creased from fifteen to fifty in just 
one year. Today that number exceeds 
one hundred. 

We have been fortunate that our 
membership, whether fifteen or one 
hundred, has been energetic. Since 
1970, we have undertaken a variety 



FROM THE PRESIDENT (cont) 

of projects and activities that re
flect our concern with perpetuating 
and augmenting professional archival 
standards. Reflect for a moment on 
some of these: the establishment of 
guidelines for copying archival ma
terial; the sponsoring of a basic 
workshop; the production of two pub
lications and a newsletter. During 
our biannual meetings and through ad 
hoc committees we have discussed 
timely issues. Most recently we 
have joined with librarians in Michi
gan to work toward the passage of a 
model theft law. 

The achievements of the '70's 
are indeed impressive. The current 
decade challenges us to build upon 
these achievements to further meet 
the needs of archivists in Michigan. 
With that goal in mind, I am eager 
to meet and work with you over the 
next couple of years. 

Pat Hudson 

LOCAL HISTORY CONFERENCE 

The 22nd Annual Conference on 
Local History was held in April at 
MacGregor Memorial Conference Cen-
ter at Wayne State University. 
Archivists, historians, historic pre
servationists, oral historians, muse
um people and genealogists from across 
the state attended; almost 400 in all. 

Friday morning's offerings in
cluded the usual Michigan History 
film festival with interesting films, 
and a well-attended session titled 
"Rediscovering Michigan's Cultural 
History: Two Projects." The first 
afternoon session was a panel dis
cussion of a Michigan State Archives 
survey of township records called 
"Township Records: A Source for Local 
History." "Preserving and Inter
preting Local History," a session on 
historical interpretation, was the 
last session of the day. Conference 
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registrants were then invited to the 
Burton Historical Collection for wine 
and cheese before dinner back at the 
MacGregor Center. In the evening 
Harry Brown of Michigan State Univer
sity gave the Henry D. Brown Memorial 
Lecture entitled "The Making of the 
President in the Gilded Age." His 
short, witty talk described presiden
tial campaigns in America in the late 
nineteenth century, and was quite en
joyable. 

On Saturday morning the sessions 
included a talk on genealogical re
search in Virginia by Robert Young 
Clay of the Virginia State Library, 
a presentation on the use of audio 
visual techniques in teaching Black 
history by Ben Wilson of WMU, and a 
rather lively panel discussion (with 
much audience participation) of "The 
Preservation of Commercial Buildings." 
At the luncheon John L. Wright of 
Greenfield Village spoke about popu
lar culture. In the afternoon there 
was a session on museum interpre
tation complete with performances by 
the Historic Fort Wayne interpretive 
staff, oral history presentations and 
business meeting, and a talk by mem
bers of the Michigan History Division 
on the nominations process for the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

The conference was very success
ful and seemed to be, as usual, a 
pleasant social and educational ex
perience for all who attended. 

Patricia Scollard Painter 

BUSINESS ARCHIVES: THE BASICS AND BEYOND 

The Society of American Archivists, 
in cooperation with the Historical 
Society of Michigan, announces its 
fourth workshop for business archivi
sts--"Business Archives: The Basics 
and Beyond." This five-day workshop 
will be divided into two courses: 
"Basic Archival Procedures" and "Selec
ted Topics in Business Archives." It 
(continued on page 4. ) 
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BUSINESS ARCHIVES: THE BASICS AND BE
YOND (cont from page 3) 

will be held August 18-22, 1980, at the 
Dearborn Inn and the Henry Ford Museum, 
Dearborn, Michigan. 

The faculty will consist of Douglas 
A. Bakken, Ford Archives; Edie Hedlin, 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Conunission; Maynard Brichford, 
University of Illinois-Urbana; Linda 
Edgerly, private consu~tant; James 
Gallagher, Smith, Hinchman and Grylls 
Associates, Inc.; Thomas Holleman, 
Smith, Hinchman and Grylls Associates, 
Inc.; Margery Long, Wayne State Uni
versity; Philip F. Mooney, Coca-Cola 
Archives. 

The registration fee is $250 for 
the entire five-day workshop; $180 for 
the three-day "Basic Archival Proce
dures" course only; $95 for the two
day "Selected Topics" course only. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SEMINAR TO BE SPONSORED BY 
INDIANA AND OHIO ARCHIVISTS 

"Photographic Access," a seminar 
concerned with the cataloging and use 
of still photographs will be held on 
September 29 and 30 in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Jointly sponsored by the Society of 
(continued on page 12) 



SPRING MEETING 

Michigan archivists assembled May 
22 at the Burton Historical Collec
tion, Detroit Public Library. Anti-· 
cipating the 1980 Republican conven
tion to be held in Detroit, the theme 
of the day's activities was collec
ting and caring for political records. 

David Olson substituted for s.che
duled speaker Jerry Roe, who was 
unable to attend. Using the ex
periences of the State Archives as: a 
basis, he both made suggestions and 
raised some questions about th.e col
lecting of politicians' papers. The 
State Archives began to invite de
posits of papers from outgoing le
gislators in 1974. The large quan
tity and poor quality of the materi
als received resulted in the estab
lishment of criteria for the collec
ting of legislators' papers. Fac
tors now considered include the im
portance of the legislator, reflec
ted in committees chaired and legis
lation sponsored, whether the legis
lator was particularly concerned 
with a major issue, or represented 
a major group, and the legislator's 
geographic origin, so that the con
cerns of all parts of the state are 
represented in the Archives. There 
is also a subjective "x factor" 
which designates younger people 
likely to be important in the future, 
whose careers should be completely 
documented. 

Because of the establishment of 
these criteria the State Archives 
now solicits fewer collections, for 
professionally defensible reasons. 
Problems do remain, however. Leg
islators who offer their papers un
solicited are not rebuffed, to 
avoid hurt feelings, and a large mass 
of material from the 1974 program 
still remains, to which the Archives 
has committed its resources. There 
are also collections appropriate to 
the Archives which have already 
been deposited in part in other re
positories. In these cases the 
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Archives has decided not to solicit 
papers if the res.ult would be a split 
collection. 

Olson concluded his talk by asking 
basic questions ab.out the quality of 
modern political collections. He 
feels that: their value must be reas
sessed, that the documentation for 
which they are being collected may 
not actually be present in them, and 
that the large volume of marginal 
material which must be accepted may 
negate the usefulness of any worth
while material received . 

Dick Doolen next spoke about the 
"Collection and Appraisal of Politi
cal Records. " Doolen first stated 
that most nineteenth century politi
cal records have been collected, and 
that archives attention to them 
should now be focused on good subject 
indexing. As for twentieth century 
political collections, which are al
most always awesome in size, a dif
ferent set of problems exists. Re
search value of these collections 
seems much diminished when costs of 
storage space and staff processing 
time required for them are considered. 

Doolen cited a 1978 conference on 
"Research Use and Disposition of Sena
tors' Papers," which resulted in some 
helpful ideas for selective apprai
sal of political collections. It was 
suggested that archivists work with 
officeholders early in their tenures 
(as Bentley has with Carl Purcell) to 
advise which kinds of records should 
be created and preserved to best re
flect their activities and policies; 
that Congress should subsidize the 
cost of the preservation of legisla
tor's papers; that constituent mail 
is valuable when it pertains to pro
posed legislation but that routine 
constituent mail does not usually 
warrent preservation; and that there 
is no need to "overly process" papers 
of this type as browsing through them 
is often helpful to the research. 
Doolen also suggested that archives 
compile research profiles of legis-



SPRING MEETING (_cont) 

la tors.' collections for use in .mak
ing appraisal decis-ions for new 
acquisitions of this type. 

As much. political action in re
cent years has taken place in or
ganizations or movements which_ focus 
on a single issue such as abortion, 
gay rights, ERA, conservation, de
segregation, or nuclear power, 
Doolen recommended that efforts he 
made to collect the records of these 
groups. As they are often short
lived, he pointed out the importance 
of contacting them early to arrange 
for the disposition of minutes, cor
respondence , flyers, membership 
lists, and newsletters. 

Broadcast journalism, according 
to Doolen, is a valuable but large
ly untapped source of political 
documentation. He recommended the 
preservation of tapes of local or 
campus radio news programs and 
specials on a selected basis, as 
they are often the only record of 
campaign or issue-related speeches 
by local or visiting politicians or 
political activists. The value of 
these materials, he feels, would 
outweigh the cost of indexing them 
and providing playback equipment. 

In summary, Doolen's talk stres
sed the importance of representing 
all facets of the political scene 
in collecting and preserving twen
tieth century political records and 
made helpful suggestions for selec
tive appraisal of these records. 

Dr. Philip P. Mason addressed 
the topic of labor and political 
records. His thesis was that labor 
records and political records are 
not two separate, unrelated enti
ties. They are, instead, very dif
ficult to separate. 

Drawing from his experience at 
the Reuther Library, he recalled 
that initially the Library concen-

6 

trated on collecting the papers of 
public figures who grew out of the 
labor movement. It was discovered, 
however, that the papers found in 
these collections were frequently 
duplicated in the papers of labor 
leaders and union PAC. groups. Be
cause of this duplication and because 
of the sheer bulk of the papers of 
politicians, the Library changed its 
scope of collecting to concentrate on 
papers of labor leaders and union 
activities. 

In the past, some labor unions and 
leaders were concerned or embarrassed 
with their political affiliation or 
activities and consequently shied 
away from placing their political 
papers in archives. But this concern 
no longer exists. 

Mason concluded by stating that 
numerous political and social issues 
are found in the labor papers at the 
Reuther Library. Therefore these 
papers play a vital ·role in under
standing the political life on all 
governmental levels. 

After a nice lunch in the Library 
Staff Lounge, the final presentation 
of the day was made by Charles Press, 
Professor of Political Science at 
Michigan State University. He spoke 
informally on collecting political 
ephemera. After defining the topic, 
he described three catagories of 
ephemera: official, ceremonial, and 
commentators. 

Dr. Press devoted most of his re
marks to the last subject, particular
ly as it applies to political cartoons. 
He has written a book, soon to be 
published, dealing with the signifi
cance of cartoons. Cartoons offer 
vivid pictorial evidence of a society 
and its concerns, especially as re
flected in the political realm. They 
have only recently been used to any 
great extent by historical research
ers to explain past events and to 
illustrate political activities. He 
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emphasized the importance of archi
val facilities in locating and pre
serving this type of historical 
documentation. 

Suzanne F. Steel 
Patricia S. Painter 
Pat Hudson 
John C. Curry 

MAA BUSINESS MEETING, MAY 22 1 1980 

President Martin McLaughlin pre
faced the business meeting by thank
ing the Program Committee (May Davis 
Hill, John Curry, Virginia Clohset 
and Dick Harms) and th.e Local Arran
gement Committee (Joe Oldenburg) and 
the four speakers for their contri
butions to the meeting. 

There being no old business, the 
president began the business meet
ing at 2:05 p.m. with new business. 

President McLaughlin announced 
that Robert M. Warner, director of 
the Bentley Library and a founding 
member of MA..~, had been appointed 
Archivist of the United States. A 
resolution drafted by the Executive 
Board was read which commended Dr. 
Warner. It was moved and seconded 
from the floor that the resolution 
be sent to Dr. Warner on behalf of 
the membership. The motion passed 
by a unanimous voice vote, where
upon the incoming president was 
notified by McLaughlin that the re
solution was to be forwarded to Dr. 
Warner. 

The report of the Audit Committee, 
Richard Hathaway and Lee Barnett, 
was read. The report noted that 
the MAA books were up-to-date and 
in good order. Acceptance of this 
report was moved, seconded and 
passed by the membership. 

Secretary-Treasurer Frederick 
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Honhart reJ?Orted that at present the 
Association had $1,263,90 on deposit. 
He noted that ih th.e future more 
charges would be made against the ac
count by the quarterly publication of 
Open Entry which previously was publi
shed semi-annually. In response to 
questions from th.e floor, he noted 
that currently MAA has about 100 mem
bers and that approximately 100 guides 
to ethnic newspapers had been sold. 
It was moved and seconded to accept 
this report; whereupon the report was 
accepted by a voice vote of the member
ship present. 

President McLaughlin asked, in view 
of the recent fire at Hope College, 
that the membership direct the Execu
tive Board to pursue the matter of a 
MAA Disaster Assistance Program. He 
noted that such a program would contain 
two elements. First, a disaster kit, 
containing names and addresses of sup
pliers as well as instructions would be 
prepared, duplicated and stored at 
several (perhaps four or five) sites 
throughout the state. Second that a 
pool of people be formed who are ex
perienced and/or knowledgable with 
disaster recovery. These individuals 
would be able to go on-site following 
a disaster and lend their assistance. 
In response to a question from the 
floor it was noted that should such a 
pool of people be formed, the associa
tion must be prepared to pay the cost 
of these people should they be called 
to a disaster site. The membership 
voted to direct the Executive Board to 
pursue the matter further and report 
back at a future date. 

Fred Honhart reported that he and 
David Olson had met with and formed a 
"Theft Law" committee with two members 
of the Michigan Library Association. 
The committee has drafted a bill and 
that bill has been submitted to the 
Legislature. It is expected, however, 
that the bill will have to be revised 
before it will win passage. In the 
interim, Honhart suggested that the 
membership write to the legislators in 
support of the bill. The report was 



MAA BUSINESS MEETING (cont) 

duly accepted by the membership. 

It was reported from the floor 
that "Unchain th.e NARS" T-shirts· 
are now available. Contact Pat 
Bartkowski for furth.er information. 

There being no further new busi
ness, the meeting was turned over 
to the Nomination Committee (Martin 
McLaughlin, Theresa Spence and 
Mildred Hilton). The committee 
thanked the outgoing members for 
their service and introduced the 
nominees: Patricia Hudson for presi
dent, Sister Mary Lucy McDonald and 
Larry Massie for the two vacant seats 
on the Executive Board. There being 
no nominations forthcoming from the 
floor, it was moved and seconded to 
close the nominations and accept th.e 
nominees. There being no further 
discussion, the membership voted un
animously to accept the nominees. 
Whereupon Martin McLuaghlin thanked 
the membership for the opportunity 
to serve and for their assistance 
during his tenure and turned the me
eting over to president-elect Patricia 
Hudson. 

President Hudson asked that a mo
tion be made to thank Peter Schmidt, 
Bob Patterson and Martin McLaughlin 
for their service. It was so moved, 
seconded and passed by voice acclama
tion. 

President Hudson thanked the meet
ing reporters (Suzanne Steel, Pat 
Painter, John Curry and Dick Harms) 
for their work and announced that 
tours were available of the Detroit 
Public Library or the Walter Reuther 
Library following the meeting. 

There being no additional busi
ness, the membership voted to adjourn 
at 2:40 p.m. 

An information reception for 
Martin McLaughlin was held at the 
Circa following the adjournment. 

Dick Harms 
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MICHIGAN ARCHIVAL ASSOCIATION RE
SOLUTION OF CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ROBERT M. WARNER 

We the membership of the Michigan 
Archival Association here assembled 
take particular pride that you, a 
founding member of this association, 
have recently agreed to serve our 
nation as Archivist of the United 
States. We recognize your long and 
distinguished record of service to 
the University of Michigan, Bentley 
Historical Library. In addition, you 
have contributed substantively to the 
growth of the archival profession in 
the United States and particularly in 
the State of Michigan. In all these 
endeavors you have brought a sense of 
vision and professional competence 
that has been an inspiration to us 
all . We wish you every success in 
your new position 

Martin J. McLaughlin, President 
Michigan Archival Association 

Resolution approved by acclama
tion: 
Business Meeting, May 22, 1980 

************************************* 
* * * * ! JOB NOTICE ! 
* * ************************************* 

Assistant Archivist. Michigan 
Historical Collections. The Univer
sity of Michigan. Full-time position 
(40 hours per week) permanent posi
tion. Responsible for the library's 
printed works collection, consisting 
of books, serials, broadsides and 
maps. Specific duties include selec
tion, classification and cataloging 
of items for the collection, maintain
ing the library's vertical file, and 
advising as to conservation priori
ties. In addition: supervising one 
half-time clerical employee and occa
sional assistance at the library's 
reference desk. Qualifications: MLS. 
Annual salary of $13,000 - $14,600 
plus benefits. Position available 
November 1, 1980. Closing date for 
(continued on page 10) 



"THE LONE ARCHIVIST" 

This colwnn features discussions of 
the problems encountered by archi
vists who are charged with the task 
of operating small archives, manu
sc-Pipt coUections, or local history 
collections. We encourage you to 
pose your successful or unsuccessful 
experiences. Send such communica
tions to Pat Hudson, Monroe County 
Historical Commission, 126 S. Monroe 
Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161 (313 
243-7137. 

We all have a working knowledge 
of the term "archivist." Individu
ally we have our own way of charac
terizing and defining the work we do. 
Add the modifier "lone" to the term, 
and it limits the definition to one 
professional. On the basis of a 
cursory survey of the last published 
MAA directory I found that approxi
mately one-third of the membership 
can be characterized as "lone archi
vists." 

Upon hearing this phrase I con
jure up an image of an individual 
sitting at a desk, deep in thought, 
and making decisions that may effect 
the program for many years to come. 
One can spot the lone archivist at 
professional meetings as the one 
who is intensely interested in ex
actly how your shop does such and 
such. So in this issue of Open Entry 
I would like to share some of the 
behind the scenes information that I 
gleaned from the last MAA meeting. 

The photographic collection of 
the MTU Archives documents the econo
mic and social history of the Copper 
Country. Consequently it is used 
extensively by local historians. 
Frequently patrons wish to bring in 
their own photographic equipment and 
make copies of our prints for display 
or publication. It is a convenience 
for them in terms of saving time and 
money. However, this may not be in 
the best interest of your collections. 
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In discussing this matter with 
three 0th.er photographic curators I 
discovered that this was also a fre
quent request at th.eir institutions. 
Even though patrons inquired about 
this procedure the curators felt that 
this was not a practice to be encour
aged. Negatives should be retained 
by the archival institution. Direct 
photographic copying of prints by 
patrons was not generally permitted. 

From my student days one axiom con
tinues to ring in my head: "the nega
tive is the heart of the photographic 
collection." It enables the holder 
to make additional prints. By retain
ing the negative in the archives the 
institution establishes control over 
its use. For the lone archivist who 
makes photographic material available 
there must be user guidelines or poli
cies. 

One's first consideration when ad
ministering a photographic collection 
is to establish the rights of repro
duction. These are frequently owned 
by the photographer. When receiving a 
new collection it is important to have 
these rights transferred to your in
stitution. A clause stating such 
should be incorporated into the deed 
of gift. 

More detailed information on this 
subject can be obtained from the Copy
right Off ice of the Library of Congress 
in Washington, D.C. When necessary I 
refer to an article in the Fall, 1978 
issue of Georgia Archive titled "Archi
vists and the New Copyright Law" by 
Carolyn Wallace. 

Once a patron selects a print for 
reproduction then a photographic agree
ment must be drawn up. This agreement 
is the key to insuring your rights to 
the photograph. There are several es
sential ingredients which should be 
included. These are: 

1) a general statement concerning one 
time use of the photograph accom
panied by a statement of the rights 



"THE LONE ARCHIVIST" (.cont). 

2) 

3) 

retained by the archival ins.ti~· 

tution 

a description of the print to 
be reproduced 

the purpose of reproduction; for 
publication it should include 
author, title, published and 
date; for exhibition title, 
place, date, etc. 

4) and an appropriate caption line 
stating the name of your insti
tution and optional name of the 
collection, photographer, etc. 

A copy of this agreement should be 
retained by both the institution and 
the patron. 

Common courtesy dictates that the 
requested print should be of good 
quality. It must be clearly caption
ed with description, credit line, 
and an optional collection name. 
Charges for this service varies from 
institution to institution. Some 
charge a flat fee while others scale 
their costs depending upon whether 
or not the use is of a commercial 
nature. In either case, curators 
feel that the publication and exhi
bition of their photographs is their 
best advertisement. 

This brief discussion has only 
touched upon some of the problems in 
administering your photographic col
lection. For a lone archivist, photo
graphs are only one part of the 
archival program. However, proper 
handling of your photographic col
lection will contribute to scholar
ship and result in an increase of 
respect for your institution. 

Theresa Sanderson Spence 
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************************************* 
* * ! JOB NOTICE (cont from page 8) ! 
************************************* 

applications: October 15, 1980. The 
University of Michigan is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Send resume 
to Richard M. Doolen, Acting Director , 
Michigan Historical Collections, 
Bentley Historical Library, 1150 Beal 
Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109. 

************************************* 

ORAL HISTORY SURVEY 

The Oral History Association is 
conducting a survey of existing ac
tivities in the field of oral history 
with special attention to educational 
efforts. The purpose of the survey 
is to learn the number, location, and 
types of oral history training ser
vices and to determine where services 
are (or are not) being provided, 
which models can be replicated and 
where and how the Oral History As
sociation can help. 

The survey is being conducted by 
Nancy Whistler, Oral History, Western 
History Department, Denver Public 
Library, 1357 Broadway, Denver, Co
lorado 80203. 

NEWS NOTE 

Joseph Oldenberg, curator of manu
scripts at the Burton Historical Col
lection at the Detroit Public Library 
and long-time member of the MAA, be
came Chief of the General Information 
Department on June 2. It is the lar
gest department in the Library, re
ceiving 20,000 to 25,000 queries a 
month. Joe will supervise a staff of 
seven librarians, two clerks, and two 
pages. 



TOWNSHIP RECORDS SURVEY 

The Local History Conference in Detroit provided a forum to explain a recent 
project to survey township records in Wayne, Washtenaw, Clare and Isabella counties 
and to relate some of the initial findings of the survey. Speakers included Martin 
McLaughlin from the State Archives, Cathy Abernathy from the Bentley Library and 
Bob Marshall and Mary Zimmeth from the Reuther Library. Location of nineteenth 
century selected township records was the immediate goal of the project . The pro
cedure used and the records sought are contained in the following outline: 

GOALS OF THE PROJECT 

1. Ascertain the location of the following township records: 

a) Minute (Record) Books - Township Meetings. 

b) Vital Record Books - Births, Deaths. 

c) Highway Board Record Books. 

d) Health Board Record Books. 

e) Assessment Rolls. 

f) School Board Record Books. 

g) Voter Registration Books, 1905-1913. 

2. Compile the gathered date into a notebook divided by townships. The 
report for each township must list the record by title, and give the 
span of years covered by the records located. Further, the report 
must show the name and address of the present holder of the records 
whether it be the township, a private citizen or any other type of 
group or institution. Finally, the report must include a checklist 
of contacts made in tracing the records of each township. 

PROCEDURES USED BY THE PROJECT 

1. Review holdings of State Archives. 

2. Review holdings of employing institution. 

3. Contact known record collecting or archival institutions. 

4. Contact subject township and inventory to find records. If records 
not found then contact local historical societies and local libraries. 

5. Contact any person who has been named as possible record holder. 

6. Run small ad in local paper and/or if possible on local radio and 
television (cost may be a limiting factor). 

7. Enter findings into report notebook. 

In relating their findings, the surveyors pointed to the problems unique to their 
particular aspect of the search and how they overcame them. In particular, Wayne 
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County presented interesting problems since many of the original townships have long 
since ceased to exist and available time precluded exhaustive search. 

The preliminary findings of the survey are encouraging. Many of the desired 
records exist. It now remains to follow up the survey and to insure continuing 
preservation of the material. A beginning has been made at this respect. As an 
example, the Monquagon Township Minute Books, 1827-1870, located as a result of the 
survey, have been microfilmed by the State Archives. 

The full report of the survey is available in the State Archives to anyone 
interested. 

Martin McLaughlin 

************************************************************************************* 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SEMINAR (cont from page 4) 

Indiana Archivists and the Society of 
Ohio Archivists, the seminar will 
take place immediately prior to the 
Society of American Archivists ' an
nual meeting in that city. 

Among the speakers scheduled for 
the seminar are Walter Rundell, Jr. 
of the University of Maryland; 
Andrew Eskind of the George Eastman 
House; May Davis Hill of the Bentley 
Historical Library; and Ellen Horn 
of the Arizona State Museum. Topics 
to be considered include the use of 
photographs as documents, computer 
applications for photographic inven
tories and subject access in photo
graphic cataloging. 

The keynote session for the semi
nar will be a luncheon talk by 
William A. Frassanito , author, and 
authority on Civil War photography. 
Mr. Frassanito's lecture, "A Journey 
in Time, Photographs in Civil War 
History," should be of interest to 
archivists, historians, and Civil 
War buffs. 

Detailed information concerning. 
registration fees , program content, 
location and schedule can be had by 
writing to: Laura Chace , the Cin
cinnati Historical Society, Edan 
Park, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. 
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NEW JOURNAL ON ORAL HISTORY 

The International Journal of Oral 
History was inaugurated in February , 
1980. Its prospectus states that it 
will publish articles of general in
terest , to oral historians and social 
historians, especially those which 
are comparative in approach, make use 
of cross-disciplinary or interdisci
plinary approaches, or concentrate on 
method or theory. It also includes 
reviews, news notes, and equipment 
evaluations. 

It is to be published in February, 
June and October. The subscription 
price is $40.00. Individual sub
scriptions are $20.00 if prepaid. 
Articles, announcements and reviews 
should be sent to the editor, Ronald 
J. Grele , 615 South First Avenue, 
Highland Park, New Jersey 08904. 
The publisher is Meckler Publishing, 
520 Riverside Ave., Westport, Conn. 
06880. 



NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

A project to survey and appraise 
the vast and varied domain of Grand 
Rapids' municipal records for his
toric value has been approved and 
funded by the National Historic 
Publications and Records Commission. 

The one-year, $32,987 grant in
cludes provisions for hiring an 
archivist and a clerk-typist to carry 
out the survey and appraisal under 
the supervision of City Historian 
Gordon Olson and City Clerk Sandra 
Wright. 

The material to be surveyed, cur
rently lodged in the files and store
rooms of the city's 31 departments, 
are official records, correspondence, 
printed material of limited circula
tion, as well as photographs, films, 
sound recordings, maps, drawings and 
machine readable records. 

"I'm extremely pleased," said 
City Historian Olson. "One of the 
reasons for the creation of the posi
tion of city historian was to estab
lish a program to care for the city's 
historic records. This grant is the 
first step." 

"At this time, few of the collec
tions of important documents, reports, 
and maps are readily accessible for 
research. The fact that no program 
exists for their preservation at a 
time when storage space is limited 
jeopardized many collections," said 
Olson. 

When the appraisal is complete, 
historically significant records 
either in imminent danger or no 
longer desired by the department 
will be transferred to the West Side 
Library, currently being renovated 
to include 5,000 shelf feet of 
archival storage space. 
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The project, similar to others 
underway in Tucson, Arizona; Providence, 
Rhode Island; and Birmingham, Alabama, 
is the first of its kind in Michigan 
to be funded by the National Historic 
Preservation and Records Commission. 
Larry Hackman, NHPRC Director of 
Records, declared that the intent of 
the grant "is to lay a base with care
fully chosen priorities in the hope 
that with a proper start, the city 
will see its value and choose to con
tinue it." 

The basic goal of the project is to 
preserve in an orderly and accessible 
way the municipal memory before it 
becomes fragmented and lost. "By no 
means does it mean that we're going 
to try to save everything," said Olson, 
"but rather that we can be intelli
gently selective about the material 
that best tells Grand Rapids' story." 

GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

Accessions 

The Ford Library recently received 
a small collection of photographs, 
printed material and memorabilia from 
Ann Kamstra, who served as a secretary 
and staff assistant to Gerald R. Ford, 
1965-1967. Included are photographs 
from the Congressional years and the 
Vice Presidency, publications about 
Gerald Ford, pamphlets containing his 
speeches, and such items as Christmas 
cards, bumper stickers, campaign but
tons, and other miscellany. 

Several yearbooks and student maga
zines for Grand Rapids South High 
School, 1927-1931, were also accession
ed, as were accretions to the files of 
Richard Parsons and the papers of David 
Mathews. Parsons served with the 
Domestic Council as Counsel and Asso
ciate Director for Justice, Civil 
Rights, Drugs, and Consumer Affairs. 



GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY (cont) 

Mathews served as Secretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare, 1975-1977. 

News Notes 

In July, staff and materials began 
moving into the new Gerald R. Ford 
Library, on the North Campus of the 
University of Michigan after three 
and one-half years in a warehouse. 
A number of finishing touches remain 
to be completed. 

In August the Ford audiovisual 
collection (consisting of 300,000 
still pictures, 700,000 feet of mo
tion picture film, 882 hours of 
videotape, and 872 hours of audio 
tape) will be moved from Washington 
to Ann Arbor. Audiovisual archivist 
Richard Holzhausen will also move 
to Ann Arbor at that time. 

William McNitt 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 
ARCHIVES AND COPPER COUNTRY HISTORI
C~..L COLLECTIONS 

Activities 

Use of the archives continues to 
increase over the same period last 
year. Indicative of the summer sea
son the archives is visited by an 
increased number of out of town pa
trons. 

Theresa Sanderson Spence attended 
the annual Upper Peninsula History 
conference sponsored by the Histori
cal Society of Michigan. At the me
eting she reported on the activities 
of MTU archives during the past year. 

A film crew from Channel 4, WDIV 
in Detroit, used the resourses of 
the archives. The result was a 
special three part report on the 
Italian Hall Disaster in Calumet 
and Strike of 1913. It was aired 
from June 25 through June 27. 
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Over the winter several individuals 
interested in local history met to 
share ideas. As a result of these 
discussions a new agency has been 
formed, the Copper Country Heritage 
Council. Its purpose is to promote 
community awareness and facilitate co
operative actions to maintain this 
area's unique heritage. Theresa 
Sanderson Spence was appointed the re
presentative from the MTU library. 

The MTU archives, the Senior Ameri
can Center of Suomi College, and the 
Keweenaw Food Coop is sponsoring an 
old time picnic. It is modeled after 
cooperative picnics with two speakers. 
David Halkola will speak on Finnish 
cooperatives while Christopher Olson 
will talk about new wave food coops. 
The date of the celebration is August 
10, 1980. 

Personnel 

Since our last report the Michigan 
Technological University archives lost 
~fi~s~~~~=~~ 
Boes, Director of the Library, and 
Allen Good, Professor Emeritus and 
noted Michigan historian. Their con
tributions to the archives ' program 
is sorely missed, as well as their 
support and friendship. 

Student assistant Dorene Samuels 
has taken another job for the summer. 
Her replacement, Jeff Goulette, assumes 
the same duties. 

Theresa Sanderson Spence 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND THE ARCHIVES 
OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS , WALTER P. 
RAUTHER LIBRARY, WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Accessions 

With the changing leadership in the 
United Auto Workers, the Archives of 
Labor and Urban Affairs is experiencing 
a great influx of papers from those re
tiring, most of whom have been with 
the union for many years. Later news-



UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND THE ARCHIVES 
OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, WALTER P. 
REUTHER LIBRARY, . WAYNE STATE UNIVER
SITY (cont) 

letter contributions will detail 
these collections. 

The Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs has recently accessioned th.e 
papers of the Detroit Typographical 
Union No. 18 which is one of th.e 
first labor organizations in the 
state. Included are Local 18 
minutes books, 1897-1906; records 
of the Detroit News Chapel, 1934-
1939 and 1951-1952; and constitu
tions, bylaws, membership register, 
and various minute and record books 
of the Lansing Typographical Union 
No. 72, covering the period, 1886-
1913. 

Recently processed and opened for 
research are ten linear feet of 
records documenting the history of 
the Boys Republic. Contact the 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs 
for further information on this col
lection. 

Activities 

An American Federation of Teachers 
Bibliography, compiled by the staff 
of the Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs, will be off the press mo
mentarily. An invaluable aid for 
the study of education and the 
unionization of teachers in the 
United States, it will be available 
from the Wayne State University Press 
at $7.95 for the paperback edition 
and $12.95 for the cloth cover. 

Because of budgetary constraints, 
it has been necessary to close the 
archives' Reading Room on Saturdays 
until further notice. 

A special exhibit commemorating 
the 75th anniversary of the founding 
of the Industrial Workers. of the 
World will open in the Reuther Lib
rary exhibit. gallery in the fall. 

-, 
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Plan to include a visit in your 
activities! 

On. behalf of the Michigan Labor 
History Society, the Reuther Library 
will administer a grant from the 
Michigan History Division to develop 
procedures for surveying and desig
nating historic sites in Michigan 
relating to workers and the labor 
movement. .Mary Zimmeth will begin 
work on this project shortly. 

Members of the staff of the Uni
versity Archives and the Archives of 
Labor and Urban Affairs took part in 
the Detroit Libraries Information 
Project, a volunteer information 
network set up at Cobo Hall by Wayne 
State University and the Detroit 
Public Library to give reporters and 
GOP visitors quick answers to their 
questions during the Republican 
National Convention. Undertaken in 
cooperation with the Civic Host Com
mittee, the response to the service 
was overwhelmingly positive. 

Virginia Kmiec resigned her posi
tion with the Archives of Labor and 
Urban Affairs, effective July 11, to 
return to Alaska. Her duties as 
archivist in charge of the United 
Farm Workers collection have been 
assumed by Patricia Painter of the 
staff. 

Valerie Gerrard Browne 

************************************ 

OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the 
Michigan Archival Association, ap
pearing quarterly. Contributions 
are welcome. Editors are Mary Jo 
Pugh, Michigan Historical Collections, 
Bentley Historical Library, 1150 Beal 
Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109, 
and Pat Hudson, Monroe County Histori
cal Conunission, 126 South Monroe St., 
Monroe, Michigan 48161. Assistant, 
Diane Hatfield. Deadline for the 
fall issue will be October 24, 1980. 

************************************ 



STATE ARCHIVES 
MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

Accessions 

The Archives has· recently acquired 
two collections relating to Great 
Lakes lighthouses. One, the Jones 
Lighthouse Collection is a series of 
photos of lighthouses taken between 
1913 and 1940. The second collection, 
U.S. Coast Guard Drawings 1853-1918, 
is comprised of architectural ren
derings and maps of various light
houses and life-saving stations along 
the Western Great Lakes. Included 
are plan and elevation views of 
towers, residences, outbuildings, 
navigation aids, service facilities, 
and attendant structures. 

Activities 

The drawings of the State Capitol 
are now back in the Archives. The 
conservation work begun in 1978 by 
the Donnelley Company has now been 
completed. The last installment of 
work arrived at the Archives on the 
5th of February. 

The staff has participated in a 
variety of activities since February. 
Dave Olson addressed the Flint Area 
Library Association. Lee Barnett 
presented a program to the Michigan 
State University librarians in April 
and in May, he addressed the Michigan 
Map Society. Mart McLaughlin, Cathy 
Abernathy (Bentley Library) , Bob 
Marshall (Reuther Library) , and Mary 
Zirnmeth (Reuther Library) made a 
joint presentation to the Local His
tory Conference concerning the pur
poses and findings of the Township 
Records Survey. John Curry attended 
the recent MAC meeting in Chicago. 

Perhaps the highlight of this re
port is the fact that the Archives 
has acquired several new ranges of 
space in the present facility. This 
new space will permit the housing of 
an additional 5,000 cubic feet of 
archival records. 

Martin McLaughlin 

" 
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MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN 

ARVELLA D. BENTLEY 
1923-1980 

The staff and friends of the Bentley 
Library were deeply saddened to learn 
of the death, June 17th, of Arvella 
D. Bentley, widow of Alvin M. Bentley, 
former Congressman and Regent of the 
University of Michigan. Born Arvella 
Duescher, on August 23, 1923, in 
Antigo, Wisconsin, she moved to 
Michigan in 1945. There she met Mr. 
Bentley, whom she married in Owosso 
on November 8, 1952. 

Although Mrs. Bentley was active 
in a wide variety of educational and 
charitable causes, friends of the 
library remember her best for her 
generous support of its activities. 
Her gifts, and those of many other 
members of the library's Friends or
ganization, made possible the constru
tion and furnishing of the handsome 
quarters which today house the Michi
gan Historical Collections. The 
Bentley Historical Library stands to
day as a dynamic testimonial to her 
vision and to the love of history and 
devotion to the University of Michigan 
which she shared with her husband. 

The staff of the library recall 
fondly Arvella Bentley's frequent 
visits to Ann Arbor, her cheery greet
ings to each of us and her warm in
terest in all aspects of the library's 
program. A member of the executive 
committee of the Friends of the Michi
gan Historical Collections, she par
ticipated enthusiastically in the ac
tivities of the group and exhibited a 
special concern for getting to know 
the individual members of the organi
zation. 

Staff 

Dr. Richard M. Doolen, assistant 
director of the Michigan Historical 
Collections has been appointed acting 
director. 
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MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS , 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY , UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN (cont) 

Dr . Doolen received both his mas
ter ' s degree in history and his 
doctorate in history from the Uni
versity of Michigan. He was the 
field representative at the Michigan 
Historical Collections from 1961 to 
1964 and was on the history faculty 
of Ohio University from 1966 to 1975. 
Doolen returned to the Michigan His
torical Collections in 1975 to become 
the assistant director. 

Gertrude Drouyor , the library ' s 
administrative secretary , retired 
from the University at the end of 
July. Mrs. Drouyor first came to 
work for the University of Michigan 
in 1967. In 1969 she joined the staff 
of the Bentley Library and over the 
years has played a particularly im
portant role in the activities of 
the Friends organization, helping to 
arrange meetings of that group as 
well as maintaining its membership 
records. Her other responsibilities 
in the library have included keeping 
the department ' s books , typing cor
respondence and drafts , largely for 
the library's director , and a host 
of duties associated with the ongoing 
operations of the unit. 

Diane Hatfield has been promoted 
to the post of administrative secre
tary. 

Suzanne Flandreau Steel , the lib
rary ' s curator of printed works , has 
announced that she will be leaving 
her position sometime this fall . 
Suzanne and her husband , Warren , wi l l 
be moving to Oxford , Mississippi , 
where Warren will assume his duties 
as a member of the faculty of the 
Center for the Study of Southern Cul 
ture of the University of Mississippi. 

Suzanne came to the Bentley Lib
rary in the summer of 1974 when she 
completed her master ' s degree in 
library science at the University of 
Michigan. As head of our library ' s 
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printed works department , she has 
been responsible for the selection 
and care of a variety of materials 
including maps , newspapers , and 
broadsides , in addition to books and 
periodicals. Suzanne ' s accomplish
ments over the past six years have 
been extremely important , particu
larly as they relate first to the 
efficient use of the library ' s limit
ed financia l resources for the selec
tion of new material s and second to 
the greater accessibi l ity provided 
library visitors in their use of our 
collections. 

Activities 

The staff of the Bentl ey Histori
cal Library was invited to lunch at 
the President ' s House by President 
and Mrs. Harold Shapiro in apprecia
tion for the exhibition mounted by 
the library. Mrs. Shapiro gracious l y 
gave the staff a tour of the 1840 
house , now on the National Register 
of Historic Sites. President Shapiro 
continues as a member of the Michigan 
Historical Collections Executive Com
mittee. 

Several members of the staff at
tended the opening of the exhibiti on 
"Kick out the Jams " at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts. A number of items 
from the John and Leni Sinclair col
lection here were borrowed for the 
exhibition. 

The Friends , the staff and the Ex
ecutive Committee of the Michigan 
Historical Collections hosted a fare
well reception for Robert Warner and 
his family on Friday , June 20 , 1980. 
It was a grand occasion , which pro
vided the Warners with a chance to 
say goodbye to their many friends 
and associates. 

President Harold Shapiro read a 
resolution passed by the Board of 
Regents of the University of Michigan , 
praising Warner for his contributions 
to the University and to the archival 
profession. The library ' s staff 
presented Dr. Warner with a leather-



MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN (cont) 

bound copy of an 1838 Michigan gazet
teer. 

We all wish the best for the 
Warners in Washington, D.C. and look 
forward to visits by them to Ann 
Arbor. 

Mary Jo Pugh 

COURSES AT WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Patricia Painter reports that 
Wayne State is offering a basic 
course in the fundamentals of photo
graphic conservation and procedures 
for the organization and control of 
photographic collections used for 
research and historical documenta
tion in archives, libraries, histori
cal agencies and museums. The course 
includes a brief survey of the his
tory of photography, a chronology of 
various techniques which have created 
the many forms of photographic images, 
conservation methods needed for each 
photographic form, preservation 
storage, collecting, cataloging, pro
cessing for retrieval and use, 
finding aids, reproduction services, 
copyright, and exhibition. 

The instructor will be Margery L. 
Long, Curator. It will be offered 
in the spring semester, starting in 
mid-January. 

Patricia Filling's oral history 
class will be offered during the 
fall semester and can be taken 
through the Library Science, History, 
or Anthropoligy departments. 

For more information, write to 
Patricia Painter, Walter P. Reuther 
Library, Wayne State University, 
5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 
48202, (313) 577-4024. 

.. 
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BENTLEY VS. FORD 

The Michigan Historical Collections 
"Bentley Bozos" softball team com
pleted their second undefeated season 
with a stirring 12 to 6 triumph over 
a team fielded by the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Library. Even though 
a player short, their defensive pro
wess, awesome offense and tremendous 
luck carried the day. The Bentley 
team earlier in the year defeated 
teams from the University of Michi
gan's School of Music and Geography 
Department. 

The Bentley team was greatly as
sisted by first baseman Bunkie Warner, 
who, unlike his father, elected to 
remain with the Michigan Historical 
Collections. No doubt the Michigan 
Historical Collections team T-shirts 
gave a decided advantage to the win
ning team. 

Afterwards, the two teams celebra
ted the conclusion of the first an
nual "Poland is not Soviet Dominated" 
softball game, named in honor of one 
of Gerald Ford's memorable statements, 
with a picnic supper. 


