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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

The predominant theme of MAA ' s 
activities for the second half of 
1980 has centered around disasters. 
The Disaster Assistance Program Com
mittee has been formed. Chaired by 
State Archivist David Olson, its 
purpose is to study and recommend a 
program to assist archivists in 
Michigan whose institutions have been 
victimized by floods or fires. Our 
fall meeting on disaster planning 
was devoted to discussions ranging 
from preventive measures to reclama
tion procedures. 

Another form of disaster has been 
discussed informally among our mem
bers: economic disaster. Obviously, 
many of our programs have suffered 
as a result of Michigan ' s recession. 
Uncertainty over the ramifications of 
the passage of the various tax pro
posals on our November ballot height~ 
ened our concern. Feelings of fear, 
anger 1 depression, and anxiety ap
pear to have become as common to 
Michigan archivists as colds and flu 
are to Michigan winters. 

The MAA did not take an official 
stand on the tax proposals. The 
question I pose is should we, in the 
future, become more vocal or more 
active when confronted with issues 
effecting our professional pursuits? 
Could input on pertinent issues lead 
to some control over our profession
al destiny? If so , how should we 
channel that input? 

Let ' s discuss it. 

Pat Hudson 
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NEW NHPRC PHOTOGRAPH GUIDELINES AVAIL
ABLE 

The National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission has issued new 
guidelines for historical photograph 
grant applications. For projects to 
preserve and make available discrete 
photograph collections, the guidelines 
describe funding eligibility, recom
mended techniques , and the information 
to be included in applications. The 
guidelines also invite applications 
for projects of a broader scope, such 
as the preparation of manuals, survey 
and accessioning projects and projects 
to appraise the condition and use of 
photographs in particular geographic 
areas or institutional settings. One 
goal of these broad projects is to 
assist in determining priorities and 
assessing overall needs for historical 
photographs. 

According to the guidelines, the 
NHPRC judges photographs on the basis 
of historical inforI!'.ation conveyed 
rather than aesthetic quality or arti
fact value. Considered of greatest 
importance are images of "people in 
their everyday settings, involved in 

' work, home, and leisure activities, and 
the products of their activities." 
Besides discussing Commission support 
for duplication of endangered originals 
onto archival copies , the guidelines 
also encourage less expensive approa
ches to preservation, such as prepar
ing reference copies to prevent wear 
on originals, cleaning, and improved 
storage containers. Description above 
the item level is strongly suggested, 
and visually-oriented finding aids such 

(continued on page 7) 



FALL MEETING ON DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 

Larry Martin greeted the archivists 
who assembled at Ferris State Col
lege in Big Rapids on October 17 for 
the MAA fall meeting. Those attend
ing were treated to three excellent 
talks which addressed the topic 
"Planning for Your Disaster." 

John Hollenbach, Professor Emeritus, 
Hope College gave a fine slide pre
sentation on the April 23, 1980 
fire that devastated VanRaalte Hall 
on the Hope College campus. VanRaalte 
Hall was totally gutted by the fire, 
and tons of water were poured on 
the ruins for two days. At the 
bottom of this mass of smoking 
debris was the majority of the Col
lege's historic and current records. 

Professor Hollenbach was appointed 
to lead the reclamation of records 
efforts. Amazingly enough he was 
able to salvage approximately 2/3 
of the records, either by drying 
and retaining the original or by 
photoduplication. Three major 
suggestions for those facing a 
similar disaster were outlined by 
the speaker: assign someone with a 
clear responsibility to head the 
reclamation project; obtain a large, 
well-vented, secure reclamation center; 
try to absorb the expertise of those 
who already know about restoration. 

In spite of the fire being very 
costly, Dr. Hollenbach pointed out 
some good results: administrative 
files were in better order despite 
gaps; administrators were forced 
to rethink their attitude toward 
records retentions, microfilming, 
etc.; local historians were able to 
gleefully exhume the contents of the 
cornerstone of VanRaalte Hall; and 
last but not least, College author
ities became more conscious of the 
historic value of documents and more 
willing to turn them over to the 
archives. We can all imagine the 
enthusiasm with which the College 
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archivists greeted the prospect of 
accessioning quantities of these 
charred but historic records. 

The second speaker, Margery Long, 
described the events surrounding 
the Florence Flood of 1966 and the 
restoration problems that resulted. 
Based upon this and other disaster 
experiences Long noted specific 
actions that should be taken in the 
event of a disaster. 

"! .... 

1) Someone must take charge. If not, 
chaos will result. 

2) Documents should not be handled 
more than necessary, lest addi
tional damage occurs. 

3) Because the entire restoration 
process will be long and tedious, 
it is important to keep up the 
morale of your volunteer workers. 
Let them know the goals of the 
project and give them hope and 
encouragement throughout. 

4) Books tend to expand when wet and 
fall off the shelves onto the 
floor. Retrieve them as soon as 
possible or further damage could 
result especially if water is still 
present in the repository. Shelv
ing should be four inches from the 
floor to protect materials from 
prolonged contact with standing 
water. 

5) Mold grows within 72 hours if 
temperatures are 70° F or above 
and if the humidity is 50-60%. 
Act as quickly as possible to keep 
mold growth to a minimum. 

6) Do not try to scrape mud off dam
aged documents. This will prob
ably do more harm than good. Dcm
aged volumes should be placed 
spine down to allow for air circu
lation. Don't compress wet vol
umes or they will be ruined. 

7) Freezing documents will prevent 
further deterioration and they 
can be stored indefinitely in the 
frozen state. 



ALL MEETING ON DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
(cont) 

8) If you freeze-dry documents they 
will be very brittle. As a 
result allow them to slowly re
gain normal humidity. 

9) Seek the advice of professional, 
competent people and follow their 
advice. 

10) In the aftermath of a fire, check 
the temperatures of the file 
cabinets before opening. They 
could burst into flames once 
material is exposed to the air. 

Long stressed the importance of di
saster preparedness. Don't wait until 
you are faced with a disaster--act 
now. Take stock of your holdings 
early and know what collections to 
consider first for salvage. Also be 
aware of what your insurance will or 
will not cover. Finally, protect 
your cataloging systems, for they 
will enable you to reconstruct your 
repository. By taking the time to 
plan now, before a disaster, you may 
be able to minimize the extent of the 
damage to your holdings and prevent 
further damage from occurring. 

Dick Harms read a paper entitled, 
"Writing a Plan and More". He stated 
that any archives, records repository 
or depository, whether large or small, 
can take a significant step toward 
disaster preparation by writing a 
plan. Such a plan should contain 
sections on prevention, priorities, 
salvage, and restoration. Further, 
writing a plan now will give you time 
to thoughtfully consider your order 
of priorities, once a fire occurs 
there will be no time to spare. 

Included in prevention was a dis
scussion of nitrate negatives and 
their removal from collections, avoid
ing accumulations of waste paper and 
discarded boxes, and monitoring 
electric appliances, and especially 
cords, for worn elements and exposed 
wire. Harms also noted that smoking 
must be limited and that all staff 
members must be familiar with the 
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various types of fire extinguishers, 
their proper use, evacuation routes 
from your area and sounding alarms. 
He further recommended that a sprink
ler system be installed or, at minimum, 
smoke detectors. 

The most important items to retrieve 
after a disaster, according to Harms, 
are finding aids. They are the eyes 
to your holdings, they tell you what 
you have, how much you have and where 
it's located. Without them you would 
recover material in a haphazard manner. 
He suggests that copies (hard or micro
film) of your aids stored off-site 
may well prove worth the expense if 
a fire or flood devastates your mate
rial. 

He noted that prior to any salvage 
operations, safety personnel must be 
consulted to ensure that the area is 
safe to enter. Once you enter, or
ganize work teams with a staff member 
in each team so that volunteers do not 
rummage about undirected. In addition, 
an administrative structure must be 
established to deal with such aspects 
as procurement of necessary supplies 
and equipment and overall supervision 
of the salvage efforts. When re
packaging material, Harms also advocated 
labeling containers with as much in
formation about the material inside, 
as well as where it was found,as can 
be determined; this information will 
help the restoration staff irnmeasureably. 

Finally, restoration should proceed 
as soon as possible but not so that 
the material may be damaged by haste. 
Wet paper items can safely remain 
frozen for several years, though 
photographs, negatives, films and 
sound recordings cannot be frozen at 
all. They must be sent to experts 
for restoration. He recommended that 
a vacuum-freezedrying or a vacuum 
drying process was the best, since 
they dried material, killed mold and 
removed the burn odor in one operation. 
The use of thymol as a fungicide is 
both costly and caustic and Harms 
advised extreme care in its use. 
(continued on page 3) 



FALL MEETING ON DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
(cont) 

The group was saddened to learn that 
the fourth scheduled speaker, James 
Craven, of the University of Michi
gan, was unable to attend because of 
the death of his wife, Barbara. 

Following the sessions was a tour 
through the Ferris State College 
Archives. 

Thanks are extended to local arrange
ments coordinator Larry Martin; the 
program conunittee which consisted of 
Dick Harms (chair), Tom Featherstone, 
Larry Hall, and Marilyn McNitt; and 
the speakers. 

Richard Harms 
Robert Viol 
Larry Massie 

"THE LONE ARCHIVIST" 

This column features discussions of 
the problems encountered by archi
vists who are charged with the task 
of operating small archives, manu
script collections, or local history 
collections. We encourage you to 
pose your successful or unsuccessful 
experiences. Send such corrmunica
tions to Pat Hudson, Monroe County 
Historical Commission, 126 S. Monroe 
Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161 (313) 
243-7137. 

Upon arriving at the local history 
archives a few years ago, I was im
mediately confronted with a circular 
problem. The archives had a number of 
unidentified, unindexed genealogical 
sources scattered throughout its col
lections and files. To organize these 
sources for good reference service 
required large blocks of time. That 
time, however, was spent tracking 
down pertinent material for the grow
ing number of genealogical requests. 

To solve the dilenuna, I recruited 
a corp of volunteers. Their task was 
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to index sources that were identified 
as genealogical in nature. Included 
were early baptismal records, marriage 
records, marriage license lists, ceme
tery listings, church and local his
tories which contained biographical 
sections, Civil War s.oldier lists I 
published Bible records, early plat 
maps, etc. 

The format we decided to use for 
indexing was a 3 X 5 white index card. 
On each card was typed one name, the 
source (in abridged form) in which 
the name appeared, and the page num
ber if applicable. The card was 
filed alphabetically in what we aptly 
but unimaginatively called the "Name 
Index." To keep track of what had 
been indexed and to provide a complete 
citation of the various sources, we 
produced a main catalog card for each 
source using a blue index card. These 
were filed at the beginning of the 
entire index. 

A second major file--the obituary 
file--has proven to be extremely use
ful. In the late 1940's, historical 
society members began clipping all 
obituaries and funeral service notices 
that appeared in our local daily news
paper. Each was placed in an envelope 
and filed alphabetically by decade. 

Not only have we maintained this 
file but we have expanded it. Volun
teers have perused earlier newspapers, 
dating back to 1839, and have indexed 
death notices and obituaries. 

These two files, used in conjunction 
with clipping files and published ge
nealogies, provide quick and thorough 
reference service to those compiling 
family information. Within only a few 
minutes we can determine what material 
we have on an individual or a family. 

Now, if only we could get a photo
copying machine .•.. 

Pat Hudson 



DISASTER PREVENTION AND PREPAREDNESS 

A Selected Bibliography 

Standard References 

Cunha, George M. and Cunha, Dorothy G. CONSERVATION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS. 
Second edition. Metuchen, N,J. Scarecrow Press, Inc .. 1971. Vol. I 

Library of Congress. PRESERVATION LEAFLETS: 
1. "Selected References in the Literature of Conservation" 
2. "Environmental Protection of Books and Related Materials" 
3. "Preserving Leather Bookbindings" 
4. "Marking Manuscripts" 
5. "Preserving Newspapers and Newspaper-type Materials" 

Available from Assistant Director for Preservation, Administration Department, 
Library of Congress, Washington D.C. 20540. 

Waters, Peter. PROCEDURES FOR SALVAGE OF WATER-DAMAGED LIBRARY MATERIALS. 
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Disaster Plan Manuals 
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for Library Plans and Policies, 650 University Hall, University of California, 
Berekeley, CA 94720. 
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from Bentley Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
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Books". LIBRARY SCENE vol. 8:14, December 1979. 

American Library Association, Library Techonology Project. PROTECTING THE LIBRARY 
AND ITS RESOURCES. American Library Association, Chicago, 1963. 
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IN PROSPECTIVE. Stroudsburg, Pa.; Dowden, Hutchinson and Ross, Inc., 1978. 
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RESEARCH LIBRARIES 40:539-48, November 1979. 

DeCandido, Robert. "Preserving Our Library Materials: Emergencies in Libraries," 
LIBRARY SCENE 8:6-8, September 1979. 

Eastman Kodak Co. PRESERVATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS, Kodak Publication F-30 Eastman 
Kodak Company, Rochester, N.Y. 1979. 
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Federal Fire Council, Washington D.C. 

Kathpalia, Yash Pal. CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION OF ARCHIVES: A SURVEY OF 
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Soaked Papers and 
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Leighton, Philip D. "The Stanford Flood," COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 40: 
450-59, September 1979. 
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Materials": 

1. Darling, Pamela W. "Call to Action." LIBRARY JOURNAL, November 15, 
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LJ, Nov. 15, 1976, 2343-7. 
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5. Bohem, Hilda. "Regional Conservation Services," LJ July 1979, 1428-31 
6. Koda, Paul S. "The Analytical Bibliographer and the Conservator," LJ 

September 1, 1979, 1823-27. 

Martin, John H., editor. THE CORNING FLOOD: Museum Under Water Corning Museum 
of Glass, Corning, N.Y. 1977. 

Matthai, Robert A. "Energy Conservation and Management: A Critical Challenge for 
Cultural Institutions," Reprint from TECHNOLOGY & CONSERVATION, Spring 1978. 

Meynell, G.G. and Newsam, R.J. "Foxing in Paper," NATURE Vol. 274:466, August 3,1978. 
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CONSERVATION ADMINISTRATION. The '1973 Seminar on the Theoretical Aspects of The 
Conservation of Library and Archival Materials and the establishment of Conservation 
Programs. New England Document Center and Library of Boston Athenaeum, 1975. 

Ogden, Sherelyn. "The Impact of the Florence Flood on Library Conservation in the 
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RESTAURATOR 3 1979 1-36. 
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LIBRARY JOURNAL 98:17, October 1, 1973, 2824-2827. 
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Tiskus, Alphonse T. "Fire Protection Planning for Cultural Institutions: Blending 
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5:2 Summer 1980, 18-23. 

Tucker, Narman P., and Cunha, George M. LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CONSERVATION, The 
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Library of the Boston Athenaeum, 1972. 
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Williams, John C. PRESERVATION OF PAPER AND TEXTILES OF HISTORIC AND ARTISTIC 
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1977. 
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CANADIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL 36:254-60, October 1979. 

Margery S. Long 
Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
October, 1980 

************************************************************************************* 

NEW NHPRC GUIDELINES 
(Continued from page 1) 

as reference microfiche are recom
mended when cost effective. 

Issuance of the 15-page guidelines 
reflects the Commission's experience 
with historical photograph projects 
over the past five years, during 
which support has totalled nearly 
$700,000 for such projects from all 
regions of the United States. Copies 
of the guidelines are available from 
the National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission, National 
Archives and Records Service, Wash
ington, D.C. 20408. 

************************************ 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: December 10. 

Make applications by mail only. 
Resumes are to be sent to Claudia 
Hommel, Director of the Museum 
Archives, The Detroit Institute of 
Arts, 5200 Woodward, Detroit, MI 
48202. 
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************************************ 
* * * * : JOB NOTICE ! 
* * ************************************ 

ARCHIVIST/DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM 
ARCHIVES 

A responsible position within the 
Detroit Institute of Arts. Respon
sibilities include records management 
and archival preservation in the newly 
established Archives, research and 
oral history for the upcoming Cen
tennial, fieldwork with trustees and 
past staff members. Planning and 
finding aids experience essential. 

REQUIRED BACKGROUND: Masters Degree; 
3 years archival experience including 
supervision and financial management. 
Preferred experience in history, art 
history; cultural institutions or other 
museums. 

SALARY: Liberal salary and fringe 
benefits. 



SPOTLIGHT 

FOLKLORE ARCHIVE, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, 
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Folklorist Jan Harold Brunvand, author of The Study of American Folklore: 
An Introduction, has defined folklore "as traditional patterns of thought and 
behavior manifested in various ways during acts of corrununication between people." 
His definition emphasizes action; it focuses on people sharing traditions which 
are meaningful to them. This sharing may be expressed in verbal ways. Telling 
family ghost stories or jokes learned on the job are examples. Customs, such as 
celebrating Christmas Eve ("Wigilia" in Polish corrununities) or Epiphany ("Los Tres 
Reyes" in Chicano corrununities), also express group solidarity. Crafting a quilt or 
baking a family recipe exemplify material ways of corrununicating traditional patterns. 

Folklorists' research depends on observation and recording of these "various 
ways" of corrununication in order to understand informal cultural patterns. Folklore 
archives are the depositories of these cultural records. They contain data, collected 
in the field through interview and observation techniques, which are the basis for 
analysis. Although the Archive of Folk Song at the Library of Congress is the best 
known, there are approximately fifteen folklore archives in the United States, most 
affiliated with universities with a folklore studies program. 

The Wayne State University Folklore Archive was founded in 1939 by Wayne English 
Professors Emelyn Gardner and Thelma James who began building the collection based 
on field research projects submitted by their students in the folklore classes 
taught since 1926. In 1966, the Archive officially merged with the University's 
Archive of Ethnomusicology, which had been founded and directed by Professor Bruno 
Nettl, author of the basic text Introduction to Folk Music in the United States. The 
Archive continues to expand its holdings through student works and professional 
contributions. In the academic year 1879-80, for example, 45 field projects were 
deposited. ' ' 

The Archive now has the oldest and largest record of urban folk traditions in the 
United States. It houses more than 3,000 manuscripts, 2,000 phonograph records and 
1,000 tape recordings, as well as a growing collection of photographs, videotapes and 
slides which capture the diversity of folk traditions in Detroit, southeastern Mich
igan and Michigan as a whole. The collection's strengths are in ethnic materials, 
reflecting over 120 ethnic conununities. Examples of holdings include wedding customs, 
holiday observances, foodways, narrative and folksong, and medical beliefs of Afro
Americans, Poles, Germans, Greeks, Armenians, Italians, Macedonians and Palestinians. 
The collection's strengths are also in modern industrial and occupational folk mate
rials. Narratives shared by policeman, by factory workers, by waitresses and by 
bartenders exemplify the holdings detailing workers' culture. 

Special collections include The International Library of African Music which 
contains numerous disc recordings of authentic tribal music; a complete copy of the 
Ivan Walton Collection of Michigan Folklore, (the original is housed at the Michigan 
Historical Collections in the Bentley Historical Library), completed in the 1930's, 
which focuses on Great Lakes folk music; and a complete copy of the Michigan State 
University Collection of Folk Narrative, sponsored by folklorist Richard M. Dorson 
in the 1940's and 1950's. 
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The Archive sponsors a variety of publication projects: 

1) Annual reports of new acquisitions catalogued, reference work and 
tours completed are available from 1969. 

2) Annotated holdings lists are abstracted from the Archive catalog 
dealing with specific folk groups or specific lore. Each list is 
published with the financial help of a community organization. The 
WSU Center for Black Studies, for example, financed Afro-American 
Folklore Collections and Friends of Polish Art financed Polish and 
Polish-American Folklore Collections. 

3) Archive Study Series has been initiated with a formal agreement with 
the University Press to publish a series of monographs based on 
archival material and original fieldwork involving folk groups in 
the city of Detroit and surrounding areas. Volumes will include 
surveys of urban lore as well as special studies focusing on partic
ular folk artists. 

In a recent interview published in the Detroit Free Press, Janet Langlois, the 
director

1
described the value of the collection. 

"The work of folklorists is becoming increasingly 
important, we look for the shared patterns of behavior 
that define a particular group and establish its 
cohesiveness. So often that sort of thing is unoffical; 
it's just passed along from person to person. In a 
city with as many ethnic groupings as we have, it's 
especially important that we understand how groups 
of people relate to themselves and to one another. 

In planning an urban renewal project, the strat
egists have finally learned, the hard way, that they 
have to look at a lot more than buildings. They have 
to come to the folklorists and the sociologists and 
the psychologists to find out about the patterns 
of human behavior and relationships. They are what 
really determine how people live. Folklore isn't 
static; it's process. It's shared perceptions. We 
all need to feel roots, tradition, a sense of belong
ing. Our personal folklore gives that to us. That's 
why a facility like ours is so important. We tell the 
human story, Detroit's story, again and again, in 
personal, everyday terms." 

The current archive director is Janet Langlois, who holds a PhD in folklore from 
Indiana - University and has had the job since 1977. Her interest in folklore, and 
most especially in urban folklore, began while she was working as a librarian in the 
South Bronx. 

"There were all kinds of people from every ethnic 
group coming in and out of that library. I started 
listening to them, and they told better stories than 
the ones in the books. That's one of the reasons it's 
such a privilege to work at the Wayne Archive. Our 
files are just full of those same kinds of marvelous 
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stories about people and how they live their lives. 
We have, in fact, the most extensive urban folklore 
collection in the United States, right here. It 
reflects the very special character of this city, 
especially its ethnic and its work- oriented her itage." 

The Archive collection is reference only but research inquiries by mail, tele-
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phone or in person are welcomed . During 1979, 300 requests were processed, the major
ity received from students and scholars. Increasingly, requests for information come 
from others as well. Many planners of Detroit's ethnic festivals have used the archive's 
resources . Local newspaper reporters have requested information on such items as the 
origins of various "rites of spring" and traditions and superstitions surrounding 
Friday the 13th. A television meteorologist asked about the origin of the term 
"Indian summer." An actor learning white Tennessee dialect for a play listened to 
tapes made by white Tennesseans. The Michigan Funeral Director 's Association asked 
about funeral customs over the past 100 years. 

Staff members, who include Director, Janet Langlois, an Archives Assistant, 
Student Assistant and Graduate Research Assistant, are available for consultation . 
Since most of the materials are deeded to the Archi ve by the i r donors, there is an 
open access policy although individual collections are "desensitized" (names of 
interviewees deleted) in order to insure ethical protection to those interviewed or 
observed . Permission to use archival materials in publications must be obtained from 
the donors and from the Archive Director . The Archive's address is 448 Purdy Library 
on the Wayne State University campus, Detroit, Michigan 48202. The phone is (313) 
577- 4053 . Hours during the academic year September - May are 9:00 a . m. - 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Summer hours are variable so that it is best to call first 
before visiting . 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MI CHIGAN 

LENAWEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

We are planning our Grand Re
opening of the Museum this December 
14, 1980, 1- 5 p . m. Dr. Martha 
Bigelow will be with us to share 
her thoughts on the subject of 
historic preservation and museums 
too. Formal proceedings will 
begin at 2 p.m. 

We are setting aside a large 
room in the basement for our archives. 
We realize the problems involved 
in using that particular floor, 
but we thought it best anyway in 
light of our stock of books and 
documents. We need a good- sized 
room for what we have--and for 
what we hope to collect. 

If any members of the Michigan 
Archival Association would care to 
attend that day, we would be de
lighted . 

For those not acquainted with our 
museum, we are now located in the 
former Adrian Carnegie Library at 
110 E. Church in downtown Adrian. 
This building is on the National 
Register of Historic Places, and we 
have been involved the last two 
years in a campaign to renovate 
and remodel the building . Thanks 
to a most generous local citizenry 
and grant from the Michigan History 
Division, we have been successful 
in this campaign . You can see the 
proof on Dec. 14-- or stop by sooner 
if you are in this area. 

Charles Lindquist 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVER
SITIES 

Accessions 

Several noteworthy accessions 
have been made. The M.S . U. Depart 
ment of Geography has transferred 
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over 40 maps dating to 1900 and 
before. The maps depict many dif
ferent topics like: Post Of fices, 
Rural Delivery Routes and Inter
urbans in Michigan, Ohio and Indiana, 
and various maps of Southwestern 
Lower Michigan. The M. S.U. student 
newspaper, The State News, has 
donated its photograph and negative 
files for 1964- 1978 (14 cubic feet) . 
The images portray a variety of 
campus activities, speakers and 
athletic events . We have also added 
to our collection of Michigan soil 
surveys and soil maps with 15 cubic 
feet of county surveys and maps for 
the period 1923- 1940 . 

The Archives and Historical Col
lections has also been designated 
the official repository for the 
American Agri- Woman (AAW) . The AAW 
was founded in 1974 for the purpose 
of providing a single voice to pro
mote American Agriculture. To date, 
the 1980 Directory and August news
letter have been received, though 
more material is expected soon. 

The staff had recently completed 
processing the records of the Col
lege of Human Ecology, 1881- 1970 
(14 cu. ft. and 31 vols.) . In 
addition to correspondence, adminis 
trative files, various meeting minutes, 
curriculum files, course outlines are 
files relating to various professional 
organizations, particularly the 
Michigan Home Economics Association 
and the American Home Economics 
Association's Committee on Home 
Economics in Higher Education. 

Activities 

Several staff members attended the 
Annual S.A.A. meeting in Cincinnati, 
where Frederick L. Honhart chaired a 
session titled "Personnel Management 
and the Archivist . " Staff members 
also attended the Fall M.A . A. meeting 
at Ferris State College . At that 



UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVER
SITIES (cont) 

meeting Dick Harms read a paper on 
writing disaster plans. 

A related note: The "Disaster 
Plan for the Michigan State Univer
sity Archives and Historical Col
lections" has been completed. A 
limited number of copies are avail
able from the Archives at no charge, 
contact Dick Harms for information. 

Richard H. Harms 

GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

Accessions 

The Ford Library has received an 
additional 188 cubic feet of records 
of the President Ford Committee 
concerning the 1976 election. This 
accretion includes materials ·relat
ing to both the financial operations 
of the committee (contributions, 
vendor payments, personnel, payroll, 
travel, and state expenditures) and 
the work of the advertising division 
of the campaign, Campaign '76 Media 
Communications, Inc. With this new 
material the President Ford Commit
tee records at the Ford Library now 
total 417 cubic feet. 

The first seven oral histories 
completed by the Ford Library have 
been accessioned. These interviews 
were conducted by Thomas Soapes in 
Grand Rapids and Washington in 
January 1980. The persons interviewed 
include old friends and associates 
of President Ford who discussed 
Republican politics in Grand Rapids 
in the 1940's, the South High School 
football team that Ford played on, 
Betty Ford's career as a dancer, 
Ford's work as a lawyer, and his 
election to Congress in 1948. 

12 

News Notes 

The Ford Museum in Grand Rapids is 
still under construction, with a dedi
cation date set for late September of 
1981. William K .. Jones, formerly head 
of the Museum Service Center of the 
National Archives, has been appointed 
assistant director and curator for the 
Ford ·.Museum. Jones reported for duty 
on September 1. The design firm of 
Staples and Charles of Washington, 
D.C. is currently planning the exhibits 
for the Museum. 

David Horrocks and Dennis Daellenbach 
attended the Presidential libraries' 
annual conference on docu.~ent declas
sification, held August 18-19 at the 
Kennedy Library. The conferences are 
occasions for representatives from 
the libraries, the National Archives, 
and other Federal agencies to review 
programs and procedures. The 1981 
conference will be held at the Ford 
Library. 

William H. McNitt 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND THE ARCHIVES 
OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, WALTER P. 
REUTHER LIBRARY, WAYNE STATE UNIVER~ 
SITY 

Accessions 

The International Institute of 
Metropolitan Detroit has designated 
the Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs 
as the depository for its inactive 
records. At this time, approximately 
100 linear feet of files have been 
transferred covering the years from 
1945 to nearly the present. Included 
are administrative and financial 
records, events and activities files, 
non-case files relating to the work 
of Florence Cassidy who served as a 
social worker attached to the Institute, 
and photographs depicting Institute 
activities. 



UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND THE ARCHIVES 
OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, WALTER P. 
REUTHER LIBR:z\RY, WAYNE STATE UNIVER
SITY (cont) 

As a consequence of the closing of 
the Chrysler Corporation's "Dodge 
Main" plant in Hamtramck, UAW Local 
3 which represented the workers at 
that plant also went out of existence. 
This historic local was one of the 
founding locals of the UAW and played 
an important role in the history of 
Detroit and of the International 
Union. The Archives of Labor and 
Urban Affairs has received virtually 
all of its historically important 
files to the time of its closing. 
The collection, including some small 
accessions received earlier, now 
covers the years from 1937 to the late 
1970's and, when processed, will 
probably comprise at least 200 linear 
feet of documents including minutes, 
correspondence, reference files, and 
grievances. 

Two activists in various left-wing 
and socialist organizations in Detroit 
in recent years have donated materials 
relating to serveral of these groups. 
The papers, held in two series under 
the title of "The Detroit Revolutionary 
Movements Collection," were given 
by General Baker and Ronald Glotta 
in January, 1978, and are now open 
for research. The files concern 
primarily the Dodge Revolutionary 
Union Movement (DRUM) and related 
groups in other plants; the League 
of Revolutionary Black Workers; the 
Motor City Labor League; and the 
Communist League and Conununist 
Labor Party. The Collection contains 
correspondence, position papers, 
mimeographed reports and newsletters, 
such printed ephemera as handbills 
and flyers, election campaign material, 
and some legal material. It comprises 
seven and one-half linear feet 
and covers the years 1968 to 1976 
with the predominantcoverage between 
1970 and 1974. 
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Activities 

"The Wobblies," a major exhibit 
commemorating the 75th anniversary 
of the founding of the Industrial 
Workers of the World, is on display 
until next spring in the main floor 
exhibit gallery of the Reuther Library. 
We hope you will plan a visit the next 
time you are in the area. 

Patricia Bartkowski, Assistant 
University Archivist, was elected to 
the Nominating Committee of the Society 
of American Archivists for 1980-1981. 
She welcomes your suggestions of poten
tial candidates. 

Four members of the staff were 
program participants at the recent 
Society of American Archivists annual 
meeting in Cincinnati. Philip Mason 
spoke on "Archives in the Seventies: 
Promise and Fulfillment" at the plen
ary session which opened the annual 
meeting. Warner Pflug delivered a 
paper on records management in univer
sity archives. George Tselos partici
pated in a session on archival out
reach. And Margery Long chaired a 
session on fumigation and cleaning. 

The Reuther Library hosted receptions 
for the Council of the American Feder
ation of Teachers during its convention 
in Detroit in August and for the parti
cipants in the second annual North 
American Labor History Conference in 
October. 

Valerie Gerrard Browne 

'MICHIGAN TECHONOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 
ARCHIVES AND COPPER COUNTRY HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS 

Activities 

About 300 people attended a revival 
of an old time Finnish co-op picnic 
cosponsored by the Senior Americans 
Center, Keweenaw Food Co-op, and the 
MTU Archives on August 10, 1980. The 



MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 
ARCHIVES AND COPPER COUNTRY HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS (cont) 

picnic proved an opportunity for 
"old wave" and "new wave" cooperators 
to discuss ideals and principals. 

For many of the older participants 
it was an opportunity to talk about 
the good ole days when a large can 
of coffee was a $1.00. For the 
younger it was a time to learn about 
the origins of the cooperative 
movement in the Copper Country. 

There were several speakers, poets, 
and entertainment provided by a musical 
group that played traditional folk 
and dance music. 

In the spring the Archives plans 
to co-sponsor another special event. 
In conjunction with Women ' s History 
Week a group of local women have 
submitted a grant to help fund a 
celebration of the rich heritage of 
Copper Country women. Films, oral 
histories, group discussions, and 
presentations are part of the fes
tivities. 

An exhibit commemorating the Class ' 
of 1930 was organized to celebrate 
the Alumni Reunion during the summer. 
Several former students viewed the 
exhibit and then toured the Archives 
facilities. 

July, August, and September were 
record usage months. Researchers 
from out-of-town and genealogists 
were the largest group of users takin g 
advantage of the warm and friendly 
climate during these months. 

A gift of money was presented to 
the Library from UOP, Inc. These 
funds were used to inventory their 
1979 and 1980 gifts of Calumet and 
Helca Consolidated Mining Company 
records. Amanda Binoniemi was hired 
for the project. The inventory was 
completed last week. 

Theresa Sanderson Spence 

. ' . 
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BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION, DETROIT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Accessions 

Papers of three Detroit institutions 
have recently been acquired in the 
Burton Historical Collection of the 
Detroit Public Library: the Detroit 
Adventure, the Economic Club of 
Detroit and the Young Women ' s Christian 
Association of Detroit. 

The Detroit Adventure was founded 
in 1958 to foster the cultural pro
grams of its member institution. The 
collection covers the years 1958-1980 
and includes correspondence, minutes , 
programs and photographs. 

The papers of the Economic Club of 
Detroit, organized in 1934 to provide 
economic information for Detroit 
businessmen, cover the years 1934 to 
1980 and include membership applica
tions , correspondence, committee reports 
and speeches. 

The papers of the Detroit Metro
politan YWCA date from 1893 to the 
present and include Board minutes, 
correspondence, scrapbooks, clippings, 
publications, and photographs. 

Margaret Ward 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN 

Activities 

Len Coombs of the Indiana State Li
brary will begin as librarian on January 
5, filling the position formerly held 
by Suzanne Steel. Len is a graduate 
of Northern Michigan University and 
the University of Michigan. He was 
formerly a manuscripts assistant with 
the Michigan Historical Collections 
when in library school here. 

Robert Warner, Archivist of the United 
States spoke to the Friends of the 



Friends of the Michigan Historical 
Collections at their annual meeting 
on November 11. 

A number of staff and students 
attended the SAA meeting in Cincinnati. 
May Davis Hill spoke on the use of 
photography in historic research at 
the pre-conference on photographic 
access sponsored by the Society of 
Indiana Archivists and the Society 
of Ohio Archivists. Mary Jo Pugh 
led a session on reference during the 
SAA Basic Workshop and spoke on sub
ject access. Fran Blouin spoke on 
archival education for librarians. 

Mary Jo Pugh is on the SAA program 
committee and asks MAA members with 
ideas or interest in the 1981 program 
to call her. 

Accessions 

Bret Eynon donated transcripts 
of oral history interviews resulting 
from his Contemporary History Project. 
The interviews document the new Left 
in Ann Arbor and include discussion 
of civil rights demonstrations, draft 
resistance and other opposition to 
the Vietnam War, feminism and the 
equal rights movement, alternative 
lifestyles, gay rights, the drug 
culture, students rights, and the 
influence of rock and roll. Among 
the 49 interviewees are Barry Bluestone, 
Elise Boulding, Erick Chester, Jerry 
De Grieck, Robben Fleming, Barbara 
Fuller, William Haber, Tom Hayden, 
Marge Piercy, John Sinclair, and 
Nancy Wechsler. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

New hours for the Michigan History/ 
Genealogy Department of the Grand 
Rapids Public Library. Starting 
November 1, 1980, the Department will 
be open Tuesday & Wednesday, 1:00 til 
9:00 p.m.; Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. til 5:30 p.m. 

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Leona Berry, archivist at Eastern 
Michigan University, will retire 
January 5 after 41 years as a teacher, 
librarian, and archivist. She will 
move to Kansas in May. We will have 
a longer story in the next issue. 

************************************ 

OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the 
Michigan Archival Association, ap
pearing quarterly. Contributions 
are welcome. Editors are Mary Jo 
Pugh, Michigan Historical Collections, 
Bentley Historical Library, 1150 Beal 
Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109, 
and Pat Hudson, Monroe County Histori
cal Commission, 126 South Monroe St., 
Monroe, Michigap 48161. Assistant, 
Lynn Cook. Deadline for the Winter 
issue will be January 30, 1981 . 

************************************ 


