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MAA PUBLISHES DISASTER PLAN 

The Michigan Archival Association 
announces publication of A Program for 
Disaster Response in Michigan. The 
document is intended to provide guid
ance and a sense of order to those 
faced with a disaster. It includes 
six sections which outline prepara
tion for response to disaster, guide
lines to follow during recovery opera
tions, a checklist of supplies and 
equipment, sources for supplies, a 
list of consultants, and a biblio
graphy. The Committee on Disaster 
Planning, which produced the docu
ment,was composed of Richard Harms, 
Frederick Honhart and David Olson. 
The membership will receive a free 
copy. Additional copies are avail
able for a nominal fee from Fred 
Honhart, Secretary, Archives and 
Historical Collections, Michigan 
State University, East Lansing, MI 
48824. 

ALMA MEETING 

Michigan archivists will assemble 
for the annual spring meeting on 
Friday, May 22, at Alma College. 
Larry Hall, local arrangements chair, 
has scheduled Room 100 of the Dow 
Science Building for the meeting. 

The theme of the meeting will be 
appraisal techniques. Patricia Bart
kowski, Assistant University Archivist 
at Wayne State University, will discuss 
the problem of appraisal of University 
records. Frank Boles, Assistant 
Archivist at the Chicago Historical 
Society will discuss the use of samp
ling techniques in appraisal decisions. 
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Jeanne Schauble, Supervisory Archivist 
at the Gerald Ford Library will discuss 
appraisal problems there. 

The annual business meeting and 
tours of the Alma College Archives 
conclude the meeting. No luncheon 
arrangements have been made. A list 
of restaurants is available and the 
campus faculty dining room will also 
be available. 

Registration will be at the door. 
Non-members will be charged a $3.00 
registration fee. Members who have 
not paid their annual $5.00 dues for 
1981 may do so at registration. 

NOMINATING COMMIT.TEE SELECTS SLATE 

The nominating committee for 1981 
consisted of the chair, Francis Blouin, 
University of Michigan, and members 
Pat Bartkowski, Reuther Library, and 
John Curry, State Archives. The com
mittee proposes t.~e following indivi
duals be nominated for offices coming 
vacant in the spring of 1981: 

For members of the Executive Committee: 

1. Theresa S. Spence. University 
Archivist at Michigan Technological 
University since 1978, graduate of 
the archives program at Wayne State 
University, B.A. Northern Michigan 
Univerity. Member of S.A.A., A.L.A., 
A.A.S.L.H., M.A.C. and the Historical 
Society of Michigan 

.. 

" 

2. David A. Horrocks. Supervising 
Archivist, Gerald R. Ford Library 

~ since 1977; Archivist, Nixon President
ial Materials Project 1975-77; staff, 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE (continued) 

Eisenhower Library 1972-75; graduate 
of S.U.N.Y. Binghamton A.B. 1968 and 
Washington University, St. Louis, 
M.A. 1971. Member M.A.A., M.A.C. 

For Secretary/Treasurer: 

Frederick L. Honhart. Director ,. 
Michigan State University Archives 
and Historical Col-ections since 
1979; Asst. Dir. 1974-1979; Field 
Representative, Ohio Historical 
Society 1972-73. Wayne State Univer
sity, B.A. 1966, Case Western Univer
sity, M.A. 1968, Ph. D. 1972. Member 
M.A.A., M.A.C., S.A.A., O.A.H., and 
A.H.A. 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

Bureaucracy and its annoying delays 
apparently do not exist in MAA. Or 
possibly our members are uniquely skilled 
at cutting through it. For it was only 
late last fall when David Olson, Richard 
Harms, and Frederick Honhart were 
charged with developing guidelines for 
responding to a natural disaster. By 
late April, the resulting document, ~ 
Program for Disaster Response in Michi
gan, was published. 

Upon receiving your copy, I urge you 
to take time out from your overloaded 
schedule to become familiar with its 
contents. After all, a natural disaster 
is a boorish creature who drops in with
out invitation. It is infinitely 
better to know in advance how you will 
respond to the intruder's visit than 
to plan your strategy after it has 
left its calling card. 

As part of this advance planning, 
you may want to compare the reference 
sources listed on the last page of the 
document with sources in your profes
sional library. If you discover sig
nificant gaps in your library, you may 
want to begin now to fill them. 

On behalf of the membership, I 
would like to thank Dave, Dick, ~d 
Fred for the time and thoughtful effort 
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they devoted to this important project. 

Pat Hudson 

"THE LONE ARCHIVIST" 

This colwrm features discussions of 
the problems encountered by archivists 
who are charged with the task of oper
ating small archives, manuscript col
lections, or local history collections. 
We encourage you to submit contribu
tions to Pat Hudson, Monroe County 
Historical Corrunission. 

Disposition of Public Records 

The general law of Michigan is very 
clear concerning the ownership and 
disposition of records produced or 
maintained by local government. The 
records are the property of the people 
of the State and may be disposed of 
only as provided in laws enacted by 
the legislature (Section 750.491 of 
the Michigan Compiled Laws). Further, 
it is the duty of each public official 
to transfer selected records to the 
State Archives when they are no longer 
required for fiscal, legal, or admini
strative purposes (Section 399.5 
Michigan Compiled Laws). It is also 
a well established principle of law 
that once the State has preempted 
action in a particular area through 
enactment of a statute any contraven
ing enactment by a . local government 
body is void. As an example of this 
principle the Home Rule Cities Act, in 
Section 117.36 of the Michigan Compiled 
Laws provides that, "No provision of 
any city charter shall conflict with 
or contravene the provisions of any 
general law of the state." Clearly 
then, there is no doubt in the law as 
to who owns local government public 
records and where selected they must 
be deposited once a unit of government 
decides that records are no longer 
needed. 

Local officials can and do dispose 
of public records through the opera
tion of general retention and disposal 
schedules and through the provisions 
of specific retention and disposal 



· "THE LONE ARCHIVIST" continued 

schedules which are submitted to the 
State Archives and to the State 
Administrative Board for review and 
approval. It is at this step that 
the Archives appraises the records 
and decides which series will be 
selected for transfer. 

Not all selected records are 
transferred to Lansing, however. 
Every effort is made to keep records 
near the area of origin and at the 
same time to insure that they are 
under professional archival care and 
conditions. To accomplish this 
purpose record depository agreements 
have been made with several institu
tions. The Archives and Regional 
History Collections at Western Michi
gan University is the depository for 
a twelve county area in southwestern 
Michigan. The Burton Historical 
Collection of the Detroit Public 
Library acts as the depository for 
City of Detroit records only. The 
Clarke Library at Central Michigan 
University is the depository for 
counties in its vicinity. Records of 
the Copper Country counties are de
posited in the Archives at Michigan 
Technological University. Records 
from counties not covered by a deposi
tory agreement are transferred to the 
Archives in Lansing. 

Please contact the Archives at the 
address below if you have questions 
concerning disposition of public re
cords or about the kind and amount of 
records maintained in the system. 

Michigan Department of State 
State Archives 
Lansing, MI 48918 

phone: (517) 373- 3124 

Martin McLaughlin 
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MICHIGAN NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM 

The State Library recently published 
the sixth edition of Michigan News 
papers on Microfilm. It introduces 
a completely new format derived from 
a computer data base developed by 
the State Library and the Michigan 
Department of Education Data Processing 
Program. The arrangement is alpha
betical by place of publication. Under 
each city or village newspapers are 
listed alphabetically. Cross refer
ences are given for variant titles. 
There is also an index by county, 
listing for each county cities or 
villages for which newspapers are held. 

The newspapers on microfilm listed 
in the bibliography are available for 
use, at the State Library or via inter
library loan. 

CHECKLIST OF MICHIGAN MAPS 

In 1975 the Newberry Library of 
Chicago, working with a federal grant, 
began coordinating an effort to cata
log maps of all or parts of the Middle 
West that were printed before 1901. A 
representative from the principal hist
orical society in each state was assign
ed to find and describe the sheets re
lating to their respective area, with 
the Newberry staff doing the proofread
ing and typing. The State Archives 
was chosen to be the cooperating agency 
for Michigan, and it is pleased to 
announce that our volume by archivist 
LeRoy Barnett has just been published. 
Included in the work are references to 
nearly 4,000 maps from the two penin
sulas, with standard Library of Congress 
symbols identifying the holding reposi
tories. Many of the citations locate 
hither to unknown maps in government 
documents and ;other publications. Any
one wishlng to acquire the Michigan 
compilation, or the other twelve volumes 
in the set, should contact the publisher, 
G.K. Hall, in Boston. The full citation 
is Checklist of Printed Maps of the 
Middle West to 1900: Michigan. Volume 
5. Compiled by LeRoy Barnett. Boston: 
G.K. Hall 1981. ISBN 0-8161-0349- 6. 



CHECKLIST OF MICHIGAN MAPS, continued 

Also of interest is the volume cover
ing regionalmaps, Checklist of Printed 
Maps of the Middle West to 1900: North 
Central Region. Volume 1. Compiled 
by Patricia A. Moore. ISBN 0-8161-
0345-3. 

CONSERVATION WORKSHOP 

. 
The Society of American Archivists 

announces the following conservation 
workshops which have been schedul ed 
as part of its Basic Archival Conser
vation Program: 

July 9-10: Rosenberg Library, 
Galveston, Texas 

August 29-30: SAA Annual Meeting, 
Berkeley, California 

October 28-29: Missouri Botanical 
Garden, St. Louis , Missouri, in 
conjunction with the Midwest 
Archives Conference 

Each workshop will last two days 
and will consist of l ectures and 
discussions on various aspects of 
conservation philosophy and adminis
tration as well as hands-on demon
stration and practice of basic archival 
conservation techniques. Limited 
enrollment; tuition will cover the 
cost of a conservation supply kit. 
Persons eligible to attend a workshop 
must currently hold a position in a 
manuscript or archival repository and 
have little or no previous training 
in conservation. 

In addition, a consulting service 
which will provide approximately fifty 
repositories with on-site conservation 
consultations on a cost-sharing basis 
is scheduled to begin this summer. 

Inquiries and requests for appli
cations may be directed to the Basic 
Archival Conservation Program , Society 
of American Archivists, 330 S. Wells, 
Suite 810, Chicago, IL 60606. 
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The Basic Archival Conservation 
Program is funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

PROPOSED FEDERAL BUDGET CUTS ARCHIVES 
FUNDS 

The impact of the FY82 budget 
proposed by the Reagan Administration 
on the nation's documentary heritage-
on archives , users of archives, and 
archivists--will be severe. 

In addition to slashing the pro
gram budget of the National Archives 
and Records Service , an agency already 
reeling from the effects of a decade 
of inadequate funding, the FY82 budget 
cuts out a massive proportion of the 
federal grant funds which have been 
available to support archival projects 
in recent years. 

A special mailing to all SAA in
dividual members in March provided 
details of the legislative situation 
and suggested contacts to Members of 
Congress. An update follows: 

National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission Legislation 
reauthorizing the grant program of 
NHPRC has been introduced in the 
House .of Representatives by Rep. Jack 
Brooks (D-TX). SAA testified in favor 
of the Brooks bill (HR 2979) in a late 
April hearing before the Subcommittee 
on Government Information and Indivi
dual Rights, chaired by Rep. Glenn 
English (D-OK). Still required if 
NHPRC grant funding is to be available 
in FY82: 

1) Passage of the House reauthoriza
tion bill. 

2) Introduction and passage of re
authorization legislation in the 
Senate. The pivotal Senate subcom
mittee is chaired by Sen. Ted Stevens 
(R-AK) . 

3) Amendments to the Administration's 
appropriations bills. This issue 
will be considered in the House by 

(continued on page 13) 



SPOTLIGHT 

The Gerald R. Ford Library was formally dedicated in a series 
of events April 27-28. Among those attending were President 
and Mrs. Ford: Governor and Mrs. Milliken; over two dozen 
Ford Cabinet and White House officials, including Henry 
Kissinger; and members of the Ford White House press corps. 
Also attending were Dr. Robert Warner, Archivist of the 
United States; Gerald Carmen , General Services Administrator
designate; University of Michigan President Harold Shapiro; 

other National Archives and ,U-M officials and staff; and 
some of the over fourteen thousand donors to the Ford Library 
and Museum construction fund. 

Highlights of the dedication included a media tour of the 
Library guided by President Ford; a luncheon with Governor 
Milliken as keynote speake~ ; a ceremony at which Dr. Warner 
and President Shapiro accepted the Library from the donors 
and President Ford expressed his gratitude; a reception inside 
the Library; and a reconvening of the Ford Cabinet before TV 
cameras, dedication guests, and ,scho~ars. On the Sunday after 
the dedication, Library staff hosted an open house for the Ann 
Arbor community. Over 600 attended. 

The reception in the Library was especially notable for the 
conviviality of all and their clear delight with the building. 
The mood of the former President and administration officials 
was that of a class reunion, and indeed they later posed for a 
class portrait in the Library courtyard. During tours of the 
stacks , more than one former official urged archivist Bill 
McNitt to point out "the boxes with my name on them. " 

For a day and half after the dedication ceremonies , the 
President conducted business from his Library office. He said 
he hopes to return to Alln Arbor "three to five times a year". 
Among other activities, he conferred with Mr. Carmen , Dr. 
Warner, and other senior Archives officials , including the 
directors of all the presidential libraries. They had 
gathered for the dedication and remained for their annual 
business conference. 

The Gerald R. Ford Library is the seventh and latest addition 
to the presidential libraries system administered by the 
National Archives and Records Service_,which also operates the 
Nixon and Carter projects. The Ford Museum in Grand Rapids, 
due to open in September , is a branch of the Library and both 
are headed by a director resident in Ann Arbor. 
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The Library enjoys a special relationship with the University 
of Michigan, President Ford's undergraduate alma mater . The 
University provided the campus building site, oversaw 
construction, and sponsored the d~dication . The chairman of 
the building committee was Dr. Warner, then director of the 
Michigan Historical Collections. The Library and the 
University expect to join in many future programs. 

The Library building ts a two - story brick structure of ca . 
45,000 square feet and costing 4.3 million dollars. All· 
funds were privately donated . The interior is finished in 
oak and provides abundant natural lighting. The architectural 
focal point is the lobby/exhibit area , which features a bronze 
balconied staircase under a large skylight. The lobby opens 
onto a courtyard. An exhibit on Ford's 1972 and 1975 China 
visits is now open . 

On a more mundane but practical level, the building includes: 
a 190 - seat auditorium;. a research room for ca. 20 readers; 
an environmentally controlled stack area of 17,500 cu.ft. 
capacity; a sophisticated security vault and system; and 
special reference, cold storage, and reproduction facilities 
for the extensive audiovisual collection. 

The building is a milestone in efforts to meet everyday 
archival needs. Continual consultation between President 
Ford, Library staff, University officials, and the architects 
made this possible . Library staff spent countless hours 
reviewing and commenting upon every drawing from the con 
ceptual opt i ons to the details of the electrical blueprint. 
The Library was designed by the Michigan firm- of Jickling, 
Lyman, and Powell Associates . They also did the neighboring 
Bentley Library, and both are similar in design philosophy . 

The Library's holdings include some 15 million pages documenting 
Mr . Ford's career 1929 - present . A farsighted solicitation 
initiative by Michigan Historical Collections in 1964 rescued 
from oblivion many of the congr~ssional papers now at the 
Library. The great bulk (8 5% ) of the Library's holdings 
relate to the Ford presidency. The Ford Papers encompass the 
White House Central Files and the files of White House, 
Domestic Council, and National Security Council staffs . Within 
the Ford Papers, therefore, are the files of over 120 aides and 
advisers who served in a complex policy- making, housekeeping, 
and public relations bureaucracy. Audiovisual holdings include 
over a quarter million still photographs; 710,000 feet of 
motion picture film; and over 3000 videotapes and audiotapes. 
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None of the Ford Papers are currently open to research, with 
the exception of some audiovisual materials. An announcement 
regarding the first openings will be made shortly . A few 
collections of federal records are available for research now: 
records of the Council of Economic Advisers 1974 - 77 (57 cu.ft.); 
records of the President's Commission on Olympic Sports 1975- 77 
(45 cu . ft . ); and selected duplicate records of the National 
Study Commission on the Records _ and Documents of Public 
Officials 1974 - 77 (8 cu.ft.). 

The dedication marked the end of a phase which began January 20, 
1977, Inauguration Day. Then, a skeletal staff of National 
Archives employees on temporary detail to Ann Arbor greeted nine 
tractor trailers of Ford material at an old warehouse once used 
to make World War II airpla ne parts . Archival processing began 
with forklifts, and the first finding aids were pallet 
inventories. Since then, staff have been engaged in archival 
processing, building planning and construction, museum building 
and exhibit assistanceJand acqui sitions. The Library's 
acquisition focus is on the papers of Ford administration 
officials and of persons closely associated with Ford in public 
and private life; the recordSof related political organizations; 
and selected federal records as they are accessioned into the 
National Archives system . 

Our MAA colleagues are invited to visit and tour the Library 
as opportunity arises. The Library is open 9- 5 p . m. Monday 
Friday, federal holidays excepted . There is free parking. 
Inquiries may be addressed to: 

Director 
Gerald R. Ford Library 
1000 Beal Avenue 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 tel . (313) 668 - 2218 

David Horrocks 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION , 
DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Michael Fox, Local Records 
Archivist of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin, spent four 
days in Detroit as a Consultant to 
study the problem of the Detroit 
City Archives. The consultancy was 
part of a grant from the NHPRC. ' A 
report is forthcoming. 

Irvin C. Rabideau was appointed 
Curator of Manuscripts in the Burton 
Historical Collection beginning 
April 21. 

This years reception in the Burton 
Reading Room as part of the Local 
History Conference was sponsored ,by 
the Burton Family Foundation. 

Detroit Public Library hours have 
been shortened as a result of layoffs. 
The hours are now Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and Wednesday 1:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Alice Dalligan 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS, MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

Accessions 

Three cubic feet have been added 
to the Soil Conservation Society of 
America, Michigan Chapter Records. 
Off ice files and correspondence of 
the Michigan Chapter are now current 
to 1980. Also added were photographs 
of the 1980 international meeting 
held in Dearborn. 

Fay Hendry donated 8 cubic ' feet of 
material dealing with her three books, 
Outdoor Sculpture in Grand Rapids, 
Outdoor Sculpture in Kalamazoo, and 
Outdoor Sculpture in Lansing. Included 
are textual records and field 
photographs used in preparation of the 
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works as well as photographs used in 
the works taken by Balthazar Korab, 
international specialist in architect
ural photography. 

The Archives has also received 10 
cubic feet of records from Maurice 
Rosenblath. The records are from the 
Independent Airlines Association (IAA), 
1949- 1962. The IAA was a lobbying 
and public relations organization 
attempting to legitimize the several 
non-scheduled airlines during the 
1950's. Included in the material are: 
correspondence, research files, 
publicity releases and Civil Aeronautics 
Board files. The IAA was also known 
as the Aircoach Transport Association. 

Ralph Turner, M.S.U. Professor of 
Criminal Justice, is in the process 
of transferring his papers to the 
Archives. To date, 6 cubic feet of 
class and lecture notes, 1965-1974; 
25 cubic feet of photographs and 
lantern slides that show hand guns, 
course lecture material and forensic 
studies, 1940- 1974; and 9 cubic feet 
of Central Police College in Taiwan, 
1953- 1964 and International Association 
of Police Professors, 1967-1971 have 
arrived. 

The Off ice of the President has 
transferred the files of Clifton 
Wharton, 1961- 1979. Included are 
University cormnitteereports, subject 
files and such state and national 
association files as Midwest Universities 
Consortium, National Association of 
State Universities and Land Grant 
Colleges and the President's Council 
of State Colleges and Universities. 

Source material on Viet Nam, 1954-
1972, has been donated by the M.S.U. 
International Library. The materials 
cover a variety of topics. Foremost 
are the files (1961- 68) of Gilbert 
Jonas who did public relations work 
in the U.S. for the Republic of Viet 
Nam. Viet Nam Press bulletin§, 1957-
1960r and Radio Hanoi news releases, 
1958-1960 are included. Finally, the 



files of the Lansing Area Peace 
Council, 1968-1972 are also contained 
in the material. 

Activities 

Two staff members have prepared 
photographic displays. William 
McDaid assembled a collection of 
memorable events and people in M.S.U. 
football for display in the lobby of 
the new Duffy Daugherty Football 
Building. Mary R. Patton prepared 
an exhibit of M.S.U.' s first 50 years 
displayed in the library lobby. This 
exhibit included photographs and 
accompanying textual material. The 
Archives ' disasterplan has been 
updated; copies are available without 
charge, contact Dick Harms for inform
ation. 

Dick Harms 

FOLKLORE ARCHIVE , WAYNE STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

The Folklore Archive will be c losed 
to the public as an economy measure 
from May 21 to September 15 , 1981 and 
will not be staffed during the Summer 
Term. Researchers needing access to 
the Archive during this period s hould 
contact the English Department at 
Wayne State University (577-2450 ) so 
that special arrangements can be made. 
The decision to close the Archive for 
the summer was made by the University 
administration, not by the English 
Department , and we regret any incon
venience this action may cause. We 
will reopen and resume our full 
program of services o n September 16. 

Philip LaRonge 

FORD ARCHIVES, EDISON INSTITUTE 

On May 1, Winthrop Sears, Jr., 
Archivist , retired from the Ford 
Archives at the Edison Institute. 
Win worked with the Ford Archives at 
the Ford Motor Company and since 1965 
had been on the staff of the Edison 
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Institute (Greenfield Village and 
Henry Ford Museum). 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 
ARCHIVES .Af..'D COPPER COUNTRY HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS 

Activities 

The Archives expanded its open hours to 
the ' public. Effective o n March 9, 1981 
the hours are from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on Monday through Friday and 6:00 
p.rn. to 10:00 p.rn. on Wednesday evening. 

An updated brochure describing the 
archival program is available upon 
request. Recently published, it out
lines the development of the Archives 
and notes important collections. 

A week-long celebration of Copper 
Country Women' s Heritage Week was well 
attended. It has been nominated for 
an American Association for State and 
Local History award. 

Theresa s. Spence attended the 23rd 
Annual Conference on Local History in 
Detroit. She presented a slide program 
on the Archives at Mic higan Tech. In 
addition she attended the annual Mid
west Archives Conference and presented 
a paper entitled: "Promoting Your 
Archival Program. " 

Theresa Sanderson Spence 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY , UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN 

Staff 

Francis X. Blouin , Jr. , associate 
archivist at Bentley Historical Library 
since 1975 , will be recommended to the 
Regents for appointment as Director of 
the library. His appointment will be 
acted upon at their May 21-22 monthly 
meeting. If named by the Regents, he 
will assume the directorship July 1. 

Fran Blouin will succeed Robert M. 
Warner, who left the Bentley Library 



last year to become National Archivist 
for the United States. Since Warner ' s 
departure , Richard M. Doolen has served 
as interim director of the library. 

In naming Fran Blouin , Billy E. 
Frye , Vice President for~demic 
Affairs at the Un iversity , said , "As 
associate archivist at the Michigan 
Historical Collections Dr. Blouin 
has helped initiate and direct a ' 
number of the Library ' s most innova
tive projects in recent years. He 
also directed the archives program of 
the University in a highly satisfac
tory manner , and has been very active 
in the archival profession nationally. 
He will serve the Library with imagina
tion and sensitivity. " 

He was acting assistant directo~ of 
the library in 1974-75 , at which time 
he also began lecturing in the Univer
sity ' s history department. He also 
became a lecturer in the U-M School 
of Library Science i n 1977 and was 
promoted to assistant professor in 1979. 
Before coming to Michigan , Blouin was 
a research assistant at the Social 
Welfare History Archives Center at the 
University of Minnesota and subse
quently a teaching assistant in the 
department of history there. He 
earned his master of arts degree (1959 ) 
and doctoral degree in history (1978) 
from t h e University of Minnesota after 
completing undergraduate work at the 
University of Notre Dame. 

One of Blouin ' s major undertakings , 
in collaboration with Warner, was a 
compilation of Sources for the Study 
of Migration and Ethnicity under the 
auspices of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and the Michigan Histori
cal Collections. 

He also was funded , between 1975 
and 1977 , by the National Historic 
Publications and Records Cormnission , 
as well as the Historical Collections, 
to help produce a definitive work on 
temperance and prohibition papers: 
Guide to Temperance and Prohibition 
Papers (edited with R. Jimerson and 
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C. Isetts, Ann Arbor , U- M, 1977) 

His other books include: "Th e 
Archival Implications of Machine 
Readable Records " (edited with E. 
Austin and C. Geda , Chicago: Society 
of American Archivist , 1980); and 
"The Boston Region 1810-1850: A 
Study of Urbanization on a Regional 
Scale" (Ann Arbor: U. M. I . Research 
Press , 1980 ) . 

Blouin is listed in the "Directory 
of American Scholars: History " and 
is a member of several academic organi
zations, including the Society of 
American Archivists , the Michigan Archi
val Association , the Association of 
American Library School s , a n d the Organi
zation of American Historians. 

Frank Boles , research assistant at 
the Michigan Historical Collections 
since 1976 left to take up new duties 
as assistant archivist at the Chicago 
Historical Society. 

Accessions 

The library has recently received 
several collections relating to the 
German community. Four feet of records 
from the Bethleh em United Church of 
Christ of Ann Arbor document the history 
of t h e first German Protestant congre
gation in Michigan , organized i n 1833 
as the First German Evangelical Society 
of Scio by Friedrich Schmid. Th e re
cords span 140 years from 1833 to 1973. 
Included are minutes and financial re 
cords of the church and records of the 
You th Fellowship and the Ladies Aid 
Society. Also received are the papers 
of Theodore R. Schmale, pastor of · the 
Bethlehem Church consisting primarily 
of his sermons. Included is an auto
biography (1895 ) of his father-in- law 
Johann H. Dinkmeier describing life in 
Germany , his immigration to the United 
States and his experiences as a teacher 
and Evangelical pastor. 

Photocopies of the records of the 
German Protestant Home for Orphans and 
Old People of Detroit contain transla-



tions of the minutes of the organi
zation 1879- 1895 and 1905 and of the 
twenty- fifth anniversary brochure, 1919. 

The library accessioned 46 feet of 
records of Mary Sinclair of Midland, a 
leader in the opposition to nuclear 
power. The papers include correspon
dence, background files and documents. 

The Wilfred de St. Aubin collection 
consists of five feet of correspondence, 
reports, memoranda and other official 
papers covering his Red Cross work 
particularly during World War II and 
the post- war period. He served as 
field representative for the American 
Red Cross Civilian War Relief program 
in Europe during and after World War 
II. He also supervised welfare pro
grams at former concentration camps 
like Buchenwald. Later he served 
the Red Cross . in the Middle East and 
in Korea. In 1955 he was appointed 
executive director of the Washtenaw 
County chapter of the American Red 
Cross. 

We have also received 15 feet of the 
files of the American Review, a liter
ary magazine. Included are two feet 
of correspondence with noted authors 
about the magazine and files relating 
to the makeup of each issue. 

Mary Jo Pugh 

STATE ARCHIVES, MICHIGAN HISTORY 
DIVISION 

Accessions 

Several significant accessions have 
recently been added to the Archives' 
holdings. Among them are a volume of 
the 1884 Ingham County census which 
had been thought destroyed, and records 
of the Ingham County Circuit Court 
1847-1930. Additional accessions 
include 600 drawings of the "Dodge Main" 
plant in Hamtramck and 10,000 Depart
ment of Natural Resources negatives 
which encompass such topics as commer
cial fishing , Indians in Michigan, and 
the Civilian Conservation Corps. 
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Activities and Events 

Enactment of 1980 Public Act 319 
settles a recurrent discussion of the 
State Archives' power to restrict access 
to manuscripts received from private 
donors desiring such restrictions. The 
new statute empowers use of restrictions 
for a period not to exceed twenty years. 

~he staff has participated in a variety 
o,f activities since last reporting. David 
Olson, David Johnson, and Martin McLaugh
lin participated in a seminar on public 
records disposition. The one-day semi
nar was sponsored by the Michigan Muni
cipal League in March and was attended 
by seventy-five municipal and county 
officials. Martin McLaughlin presented 
public records disposition workshops 
during March and April for the Community "' . 
Development Institute at Michigan State 
University and for the Michigan Municipal 
Finance Officers Association. Fifty 
municipal and township officials attended 
the first while 109 finance officers 
attended the second. John Curry was 
invited to present a workshop on the 
organization of photograph collections 
for the Michigan Museum Association at 
its Spring meeting in Alpena. Lee 
Barnett addressed the Local History 
Conference in Detroit on the topic of 
cartographic and architectural design 
drawings of interest to historic site 
researchers. 

Finally, a county record project made 
possible by a grant from NHPRC has al
ready resulted in the transfer into the 
Archives of more than five hundred cubic 
feet of records with more records 
scheduled for transfer this summer. 
Thirty-eight counties were visited dur
ing the course of the grant program. 
The project team began work in June, 
1980 and terminated in March , 1981. 

Martin McLaughlin 



WALTER P. REUTHER LIBRARY , ARCHIVES 
OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, AND WAYNE 
STATE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 

Collections 

Labor collections recently opened for 
research at the Archives include the 
papers of Claude C. Williams (1 2 linear 
feet), a radical Presbyterian minister 
who acted as a labor chaplain in • Detro ~.t 
in the early 1940s; Joseph Basso (6.5 
linear feet) , an official of the Wayne 
County AFL-CIO from 1932 to 1964, and 
clerk of the Detroit Recorder's Court 
from 1920 to 1964, who was active in 
Detroit politics; Harold Norris (15 
linear feet), a Detroit attorney active 
in the ACLU, the National Lawyers Guild, 
and civil liberties causes, who was a 
professor at Detroit College of Law and 
a delegate to the Michigan Consti tu- • 
tional Convention; and the files of 
the Jewish Labor Committee - Michigan 
Region, founded in the early 1930s to 
aid Jewish refugees , to provide relief 
and organize resettlement of displaced 
persons, and to work for the civil 
rights and civil liberties of all racial 
and ethnic groups. 

Archives Activities 

In recent months the Archives has 
played host to a variety of visitors, 
including Thomas Donahue, Secretary
Treasurer of the AFL-CIO; a group of 
West German graduate students interest
ed in labor and the automobile industry; 
and researchers from Denmark , England , 
France, Italy, and West Germany: 

The 23rd annual Local History Con
ference held on the WSU campus in mid
April attracted over 300 participants. 
Archives- related sessions included 
presentations on " The Archives at 
Michigan Technological University," by 

. Theresa S. Spence, and "Maps as an Aid 
to Historic Preservation Research ," 
by Alice C. Dalligan and LeRoy Barnett. 

During the annual meeting of the 
Organization of American Historians, 
held in Detroit in early April , several 
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labor history sessions met at the 
Archives. Patricia Painter of our 
staff presented a paper on local 
history at the conference. 

.. 

Morten Parker , a producer of many 
award-winning films , has been selected 
to direct the production of three edu
cational films beiµg made as part of 
a NEH-sponsored grant project. 

An exhibition of documents, artifacts , 
and approximately 200 photographs com
memorating the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the Industrial Workers 
of the World in 1905 is mounted in the 
Archives exhibit gallery. It focuses on 
the first thirty-five years of the union, 
and will be open for viewing until the 
fall. 

The University Archives recently 
mounted a photographic exhibit in the 
Community Arts Building on campus to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
signing into law of a bill making Wayne 
a state university by Gov. G. Mennan 
Williams in 1956. 

Staff Activities 

Three staff members participated in 
the Midwest Archives Conference in 
Chicago (April 30 - May 2). Patricia 
Bartkowski chaired a session on "The 
Lone Archivist, " Patricia Painter pre
sented a paper on students as non
professional workers in the archives , 
and Philip Mason reported on the recent 
work of the SAA Education Committee on 
accreditation of archival education 
programs. 

Margery Long , curator of the Archives 
Audiovisual Collections, has been acting 
as an instructor in a series of SAA 
basic conservation workshops . She has 
participated in the planning sessions , 
and will be involved with a photographic 
conservation workshop in July in Chicago 
and a basic conservation workshop in 
October in St. Louis. 

In March Valerie Gerrard Browne of 
our staff was married to Archie Motley 



~· . ~ 

of the Chicago Historical Society; she 
will leave Detroit shortly to reside 
in Chicago. Two of our part-time 
workers , Christopher Ann Paton and 
Frank Boles, have also moved to Chicago. 
Both are working on a grant-funded pro
cessing project at the Chicago Histori
cal Society. 

Patricia Scollard Painter 

PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS ARCHIVES FUNDS 
(continued from page 4) 

an Appropriations Subcommittee chaired 
by Rep. Edward Roybal (D-CA ) and in the 
Senate by an Appropriations Subcom
mittee chaired by Sen. James Abdnor 
(R-SD). 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
The Research Resources Program, a 
source of significant support for 
archives projects, will suffer a 33% 
slash from the $4,500,000 which was 
available this fiscal year to approx
'imately $3,000,000 in FY82. A planned 
allocation of $1,000,000 in FY82 for 
conservation requests will be given 
consideration within the program itself, 
as has been the case in recent years. 
NEH's budget is being considered in the 
House by a panel chaired by Rep. Sidney 
Yates (D-IL) and in the Senate by a 
subcommittee chaired by James A. 
McClure (R- ID). 

SAA ' 81: A BONANZA IN BERKELEY 

Over 90 sessions, seminars , and work
shops, a record number for the Society's 
annual conference, will offer partici
pants in SAA ' s California meeting a 
wide range of educational opportunities. 
The meeting, which will take place Sep
tember 1 - 4 on the campus of the Univer-: 
sity of California in Berkeley, will 
most certainly offer something for 
everyone. 

A number of sessions will explore 
various aspects of the concept "the 
one world of archives." Other sessions 
reflect the broad spectrum of interests 
and concerns of the archival profession. 

.. 

.. 
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More meeting p~rticipants than ever 
will be able to attend limited enroll
ment seminars and works hops. A total 
of 29 will be offered. 

Table Topics, an innovation at the 
1981 meeting, will afford meeting 
participants the opportunity for in
formal discussion over lunch in the 
resj dence hall dining facility . 

Four tours have been scheduled for 
Monday afternoon, August 31, all design
ed to acquaint meeting participants 
with some aspect of the Bay Area. 

The annual meeting program packet , 
containing meeting and housin9 regis- . 

• :;r.. ,,/ "" 1.4 
tration forms and the complete schedule '3 .._.. 

for the meeting, wi 11 be maile~ to a,.1-1," ,.. ·~ . 
SAl\ individual and institutional members · · 
in mid- June. Others interested in . ..~ >. 

receiving the packet should contact 
SAA headquarters. 

************************************ 

OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the 
Michigan Archival Association , ap
pearing quarterly. Contributions 
are welcome. Editors are Mary Jo 
Pugh, Michigan Historical Collections , 
Bentley Historical Library , 1150 Beal 
Avenue , Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109, 
and Pat Hudson, Monroe County Histori
cal Commission , 126 South Monroe St. , 
Monroe, Michigan 48161. Deadline for 
the Summer issue will be July 27 , 1981. 

************************************ 

INFORMATION NEEDED: 

CAN YOU HELP locate the correspon
dence, minutes, papers and photographs 
of the MICHIGAN CAVALRY BRIGADE 
ASSOCIATION? Information may be 
directed to Dr. Lawrence A. Frost, 
211 Cranbrook Blvd., Monroe MI 48161. 
Phone: (313) 241-3336 

• 


