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Come to Marshall!
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President’s Corner

by Brecque Keith

Brecque

Dear Colleagues,

The days are already growing longer as I write this in early February.
Before long, we will be enjoying our favorite warm-weather pursuits
with family and friends!

Please be sure to hold three days on your calendar in June – June 24,
25 and 26, 2009 – for the annual meeting of  our association.  This
year, we will meet in Marshall, Michigan.  The Program and Local
Arrangements Committees have been working diligently to bring you
another conference with sessions you feel are valuable and tours you
find delightful.  See page 12 for a summary by our Conference
Coordinator, Jennie Thomas.  She’ll show you what you can expect in
June.

Regardless of  the state of  the economy, we need to communicate our
value to our parent organizations clearly and consistently.  Since
archives and libraries traditionally cost money, we are usually the first
to be cut.  I would urge you to take the time to develop specific
figures that support your contribution to your organization.  At the
Reuther Library, we track reference requests using a Filemaker Pro
database.  Recently I queried the database and took a percentage of
the reference requests answered using the Wayne State University
collection.  I found that the university collection averaged 19% of
total requests answered by the repository.  That’s a sizeable
contribution!

Let me take an opportunity to thank everyone who has donated his
or her time to MAA.  Special thanks to Immediate Past President
Karen Jania of  the Bentley Historical Library for her hard work and
dedication to the association.  Our sincere gratitude is also extended
to board members Matthew Daley of  Grand Valley State University
and Jamie Myler of  the Ford Motor Company.  These three

individuals contributed greatly to the
association during their years on the board,
and we are very grateful indeed to reap the
benefit of  their hard work.

Your board has been busy making the
association stronger and more efficient.
We are reviewing and updating the bylaws
and constitution this year and hope to have
our web site updated before the end of
2009.

Stay warm, hang in there, and be patient:
recessions are endurable!

I hope to see you in Marshall in June.
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In the summer of 2007,
Winston Van Winegarden
stood in front of a projection
screen in a Spring Arbor
University conference room.
Projected behind him was an
image of  E.P. Hart,
Winegarden’s great-grandfather
and the University’s primary
founder.  To think that I was a
major player in bringing
together the past and present!
It has been a rewarding
journey, both personally and
professionally, to bring
Winston to the place his great-
grandfather founded.

Spring Arbor University (SAU)
was founded in 1873 on the
values of  the Free Methodist
Church.  E.P. Hart himself  was
the Church’s second bishop.
The early Free Methodist
frontrunners felt that there was a need for a
school that promoted earnest Christianity and
sound, solid learning.  This school, the foundation
of  SAU, was a seminary. In today’s society, the
term “seminary” is associated with theological
education.  However, the Spring Arbor Seminary
was a school of  private education – educating
students in elementary and secondary grades.  In
the late 1920s, Spring Arbor Seminary had grown
to a junior college.  In 1963, Spring Arbor
Seminary/Spring Arbor Junior College became
Spring Arbor College.  Today, 136 years after the
school’s establishment, Spring Arbor University
still holds its founders’ values.

As for E.P. Hart, he eventually left Spring Arbor
and expanded the Free Methodist Church
westward.  He went wherever a train could take
him, finally settling in California.  This is where I
found his great-grandson ninety years later!

Winston Van Winegarden standing in front of  a portrait of  his ancestor, E. P. Hart., 2007.

Finding Our Founder:
A Look at Spring Arbor University
By Susan Panak, Archivist
Spring Arbor University Archives
E-mail: spanak@arbor.edu.

It took me several years to find Winston Van Winegarden, but it took
many more to arrive at Spring Arbor University.  I was raised in a
Cleveland suburb and worked as a probate paralegal in downtown
Cleveland.  I planned to stay in the paralegal profession, which I
absolutely loved.  Unexpectedly, corporate America relocated my
husband’s job to Indiana, followed shortly thereafter to Spring Arbor,
Michigan, where we remain today, ten years later.

When we first arrived in Spring Arbor, I found a part-time position in
the technical services department of  the university library.  At the time,
I was mostly focused on my family.    Due to a staffing change, however,
the ten-hour a week archives position came open.  After several months,
I secured the position and then immersed myself  into the archives
world.  I still hold both positions and probably average fifteen hours a
week in the archives.

MAA has played an important role in my development as archivist for
Spring Arbor University.  Several members of  MAA have been
instrumental as mentors over the years.  What I love about MAA
members is that you can ask ten archivists the same question and usually



5Open Entry Spring 2009

get at least four different answers.  The annual meetings have been a
great opportunity for me to learn about Michigan and its history while
improving my craft.  I have brought back great project ideas from the
sessions to implement in the University Archives and to also dream
about implementing.

The Spring Arbor University Archives are housed in the SAU White
Library.  Built in 2001, they feature:  compact shelving, a reading room
and humidity/temperature control.  The main collecting focus is
university records in addition to artifacts, alumni collections and student
mementoes.  Several years ago, I processed for custodial purposes the
Free Methodist Church Southern Michigan Conference collection.  I
recently inventoried the collection of  three interrelated missionary
families, one of  which was the first missionary from the Free Methodist
Church to Africa.  Mostly, I thrive on answering genealogical inquiries
using the SAU collection.

The inquiry I most remember came in 2006.  A woman called looking
for information on her great grandmother.  The great grandmother had
given the woman’s grandmother up for adoption.  The woman told me
that the great grandmother attended Spring Arbor Seminary in the late
1890s.  I am usually hesitant to research these types of  reference
questions, because I typically find that the student did not graduate from
SAU and may have attended only a semester or two, if  at all.  To further
complicate requests, researchers have sometimes confused SAU with
Albion College.  However, I always make an effort to find information
for the researcher.  Within two days of  the request, I was able to give the
researcher information her family had long sought.  Through the use of
an alumni newsletter (a publication of  the Free Methodist Church titled
The Free Methodist) and a local historian in Albion, I was able to direct the
researcher to her great grandmother’s gravesite (The local historian had
even gone to the gravesite and provided us with a picture).

Finding Winston Van Winegarden was, as noted, another major
accomplishment.  A professor was writing a long overdue biography of

E.P. Hart.  For his research, he hoped to find any
of  Hart’s diaries.  Having a background in the
probate field, I volunteered to try to find any of
Hart’s living relatives.  It took several years, but I
found some.  Of  these, E.P. Hart’s great-
grandson, Winston Van Winegarden, was the
most receptive to SAU.  Although Winston did
not have any diaries, his cousin provided us with
diaries of  their grandfather, also a bishop of  the
Free Methodist Church and a former faculty
member.  Winston also gave us family pictures,
pictures of  a painting of  E.P. Hart at age seven
and one special gift.  This special gift he
presented to me the day he visited campus.  It
was an 1858 handwritten letter by E.P. Hart, along
with a printed sermon of  Hart from an 1878 camp
meeting and some family records.  Truly, I feel this
journey to be my greatest accomplishment to the
history of  Spring Arbor University.

To receive a copy of  an updated history of  Spring
Arbor University, 1873 – 2007 to add to your
collection, please contact me with your request at
spanak@arbor.edu.

Susan Panak working in the Archives of  Spring Arbor University, February 2009.

NEH Awards To
Michigan Institutions
By Jennie Thomas, Albion College
Compiled from NEH web site, <http://
www.neh.gov/news/archive/20081218.html>

On December 18, 2008, the National Endowment
of the Humanities (NEH) announced its latest
grant awards.  The following NEH grants were
awarded to Michigan applicants.

MICHIGAN (13) $858,490

Albion
Albion College
Outright: $6,000 [Preservation Assistance Grants]
Project Director: Jennifer Thomas
Project Title: General Preservation Survey of
Special Collections at Albion College
Project Description: A general preservation
survey of  the special collections, which consist of
rare books and the archives of  both the college
and the West Michigan Conference of  the United
Methodist Church, from 1814 to the present. The
rare books collection includes Americana, a 400-
volume Bible collection, and modern first editions
of  American and British authors.   (continued page 6)
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NEH Awards to Michigan (continued fm page 5)
Alpena
Alpena County George N. Fletcher Library
Outright: $6,000 [Preservation Assistance Grants]
Project Director: Marlo Broad
Project Title:  Preservation of  the Alpena History
Collection
Project Description: The purchase of  preservation
supplies and furniture for the library’s local history
collection. This resource includes books,
photographs, archival records and personal papers
documenting the history of  northeastern
Michigan’s lumbering industry, maritime culture,
Native American experiences, and built
environment and is actively used by professional
researchers and the general public.

Ann Arbor
University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor
Outright: $50,400 [Fellowships for University
Teachers]
Project Director: Gabrielle Hecht
Project Title: Uranium from Africa and the Power
of  Nuclear Things

University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor
Outright: $50,400 [Fellowships for University
Teachers]
Project Director: Richard Turits
Project Title: Slavery, Freedom and the Making of
Race in Santo Domingo and the Atlantic World

University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor
Outright: $50,400 [Fellowships for University
Teachers]
Project Director: Megan Holmes
Project Title: Miraculous Images in Renaissance
Florence

Birmingham
Baldwin Public Library
Outright: $2,500 [Small Grants to Libraries:  Soul
of  a People]
Project Director: Sarah Neidert
Project Title: Soul of  a People: Voices from the
Writers’ Project - Library Outreach Programs

Grand Rapids
Calvin College
Outright: $25,200 [Fellowships for College
Teachers and Independent Scholars]
Project Director: William Romanowski
Project Title: Reforming Hollywood: Protestants
and the American Film Industry

Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo College
Outright: $4,200 [Preservation Assistance Grants]
Project Director: Stacy Nowicki
Project Title: Preserving Michigan
History: An Assessment and Plan for the Kalamazoo College Archives
Project Description: A general preservation assessment of  the
Kalamazoo College archives and manuscript collections.

Marquette
Marquette County History Museum
Matching: $600,000 [Challenge Grants]
Project Director: Kaye Hiebel
Project Title: History on the Move
Project Description: Renovation of  an existing building into a state-of-
the-art museum facility.

Northern Michigan University
Outright: $50,400 [Fellowships for College Teachers and Independent
Scholars]
Project Director: Robert Whalen
Project Title: A Documentary Edition of  George Herbert’s English
Poems

Northern Michigan University
Outright: $6,000 [Preservation Assistance Grants]
Project Director: Melissa Matuscak
Project Title: A Preservation Assessment of  The DeVos Art Museum’s
Collection
Project Description: A preservation assessment of  the DeVos Art
Museum’s collections. The museum’s holdings feature the works of
American illustrators, Native American art of  the Great Lakes region,
Japanese art and artifacts, and the paintings, works on paper and
sketchbooks of  an Upper Peninsula artist, N. Cecelia Kettunen (1896-
1992).

Mount Pleasant
Central Michigan University
Outright: $5,990 [Preservation Assistance Grants]
Project Director: William Pretzer
Project Title: Preserving the Textile Collection through Re-housing
Project Description: The purchase of  supplies and equipment to
rehouse the museum’s historical clothing and textile collection. Among
the items in the collection are a flag carried at the Battle of  Shiloh
(1862), 19th-century clothing and a wedding dress made in 1945 from a
World War II parachute. Students of  the university’s museum studies
program will participate in the project.

Ypsilanti
Ypsilanti District Library
Outright: $1,000 [NEH on the Road]
Project Director: Lori Kunkel-Coryell
Project Title: NEH on the Road: Asian Games
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New MAA Board Member
By Bob Garrett
Open Entry Editor

Rebecca Bizonet is the newest member
of  the Michigan Archival Association
Board.  MAA President Brecque Keith
appointed Rebecca to fill a Member-at-
Large vacancy until the next election.
Rebecca has replaced Matthew Daley,
who resigned late last year.

Rebecca works at the Benson Ford
Research Center of  The Henry Ford.
She has been an archivist there since
2006.  She graduated from the
University of  Michigan’s School of
Information in 2001 and has worked as
a processing archivist at the University
of  Michigan Special Collections Library.  She has been an MAA
member since 2002 and served on the Program Committee for the 2002
and 2008 annual meetings.

Open Entry readers might remember Rebecca as an interview subject.  In
our Spring 2007 issue, she discussed her experiences as a contestant on
Jeopardy!  Please join us in welcoming Rebecca to the MAA Board!

Rebecca Bizonet at last year’s MAA
annual meeting, taken June 12, 2008.

SAA WSU
Student Chapter:
Summary Review of
2008-2009 Activities
By Jeanette Olson, SAA WSU Student
Chapter Secretary
E-mail: jnetolson@yahoo.com

Under the leadership of  chapter President
Tyniece Stevenson, the Society of  American
Archivists (SAA), Wayne State University
student chapter mission is to bring together
students, faculty and local professionals to foster
professional support and collaboration.  With
the support of  Mike Smith, Director of  Walter
P. Reuther Library of  Labor and Urban Affairs,
the student chapter hosted multiple events
designed to fulfill this mission.  In January 2008,
the student chapter hosted a reception for the
new Wayne State University Director of  the
Archival Administration Program, Dr. Joseph
Turrini. Establishing an annual tradition, the
second annual Resume Workshop was offered to
students and recent graduates.  This was held in
March 2008.  In January 2009, University
Archivist Brecque Keith presented “Bricks,
Mortar and More,” an exhibit demonstrating
Wayne State University’s connection with the
Jewish Community in Detroit. On February 6,

2009, the third annual Resume Workshop was
held with great success.  The student chapter is
also working towards greater collaboration with
other Library and Information Science Program
student organizations.  To improve
communication and collaboration between
students and professionals, the SAA student
chapter now has a FaceBook page.  Please join
us at <http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Detroit-MI/SAA-WSU-Society-of-American-
Archivists-Wayne-State-Chapter/39084452966>
to continue our mission of  greater collaboration
within the profession.

Michigan Oral History
Association Award
By Geneva Kebler Wiskemann
Secretary, Michigan Oral History Association
E-mail: gwiskemann@arq.net

The Michigan Oral History Association (MOHA) will again offer the
Joseph Campbell Award for Best Use of  Oral History to students in the
Michigan National History Day competition.  The competition will be
held April 25 at Grand Valley State University.  MOHA’s award honors
the late James Campbell, professor of  history at Mott Community
College, Flint, and former MOHA president.  The Joseph Campbell
Award was given for the first time at the Michigan National History Day
contest of  April 30, 2005.  Central Michigan University hosted the annual
event that year.

MOHA’s annual membership and Board of  Directors meetings are
scheduled during the fifty-first Michigan in Perspective conference,
McGregor Center, Wayne State University, on April 17.  See
<www.michiganoha.org > or (517) 321-1746 for time and location.

Archives Leadership Institute
The University of  Wisconsin - Madison presents the 2nd Archives Leadership Institute in Madison, Wisconsin from June 19-25, 2009.  The goal of  the
project is to examine the leadership needs of  the archives profession and to prepare participants to influence policy and effect change on behalf  of the
profession  (and ultimately, on behalf  of  the public served now and in the future).   The program is directed primarily at mid-level to senior staff  and
archivists who aspire to leadership roles in their organizations and/or professional associations.  <http://www.slis.wisc.edu/continueed/archivesinst/>
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Cranbrook Archives
Cranbrook Educational Community
39221 Woodward Ave.
P.O. Box 801
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303-0801
(248) 645-3581
Fax: (248) 645-3029
Web: http://www.cranbrook.edu/archives
Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.

Michigan Collections
Archives of  Michigan
Michigan Department of  History, Arts and Libraries
Michigan Library and Historical Center
702 W. Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI 48913
(517) 373-1408
Fax: (517) 241-1658
E-mail: archives@michigan.gov
Web: http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
Hours: M, Th 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
            Tu, W, F 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Web site Launch
The Archives of  Michigan and the Library of  Michigan are
pleased to present the new Seeking Michigan web site
<www.seekingmichigan.org>.  This officially launched on
March 17, 2009.  The site will feature a number of  digital
materials, including Civil War records, Works Progress
Administration property inventories, photographic
collections, maps and oral histories.  Digitally scanned
Michigan death records constitute a special highlight.  When
all scanned death records have been uploaded, they will span
the years 1867-1920.  Researchers will be able to easily search
these records online and print out personal copies.

Site visitors may also enjoy the new “Look” blog.  In
“Look,” twenty-seven history professional will share fun and
interesting stories about Michigan’s past and present.  The
Archives hopes to open the blog to the public, so that
visitors may share their own stories and photographs.

Photos and Videos Online
Explore the sights and sounds of  Michigan history online.
The Archives of  Michigan has now uploaded photos to
Flickr and video footage to Vimeo and YouTube.  Photo
subjects include tourist attractions, fish and wildlife, maps,
home town scenes and the African American resort of
Idlewild.  Video media include historic state government
films on lumbering, hunting and fishing and the 1962 state
constitutional convention.  Of  special note is the 1924 video
footage of  the Armstead Company’s snow vehicle.  As of
this writing, it’s been viewed over 289,000 times on the
Vimeo site (You can see it here: <http://vimeo.com/
2638558>)!

Point your browser to <http://flickr.com/photos/
archivesofmichigan/> for the Flickr materials.  Archives of
Michigan video clips can be found at <http://vimeo.com/
seekingmichigan> and <http://www.youtube.com/
lookaboutyou>.   More materials - and a wider array of
subjects – will be added over time.

Collections
The Archives of  Michigan recently acquired a landmark
collection of  Civil War material:  291 letters constitute a two-
way dialogue between soldier Henry Mackendree “Mack”
Ewing and his wife Nancy “Nan” Ewing.  The letters
represent one of  the largest collections of  Civil War
correspondence from a single source.  The Ewing collection
also includes photos, a scrapbook and a notebook that Mack
Ewing carried during the war.  Materials span 1856-1865,
documenting events leading up to the war, as well as the war
itself.  Mack Ewing served in the Second Michigan Infantry, a
very active unit, making his observations even more valuable
to historians.

Wallace Ewing, a Grand Haven historian, donated the
materials.  He is the great-grandson of  Mack and Nan.  The
letters had been preserved by his family and originally
organized by his grandfather, Alvin Ewing.

Wallace Ewing has annotated the letters and transcribed
them.  By this spring, scanned copies of the letters will be
accessible online, alongside scans of  Wallace Ewing’s
transcriptions.  Look for these at www.seekingmichigan.org

New Learning Center
The David and Betty Morris Learning Center will be coming
to the Archives of  Michigan.  The Center, expected to open
in February 2010, was formally announced on January 22,
2009.  David Morris, a Grand Ledge farmer, funded the
project with a $375,000 donation.  The Center will notably
include a “Governor’s Decision Room.”  In this room,
students will pose as the Michigan Governor and his or her
cabinet.  They will act out an historical event, drawing on
archival material in the process.

By Bob Garrett
E-mail: garrettr1@michigan.gov

Staff  Changes
The Archives has had a major change in staffing in the past
six months.  Long-time director Mark Coir resigned in late
August, and archivist Leslie S. Edwards was named Interim
Director.  In addition to managing the Archives, Leslie is
responsible for curating over fifty thousand cultural
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Left:  Drawing of  a vase by Pipsan Saarinen Swanson for the Saarinen Swanson
Group, about 1947.  The photo below is from an article published in House and
Gardens (Oct 1947).  The vase is featured on the lower left.  The Cranbrook Art
Museum has this same vase in its collection, made of  clear glass.

properties objects across our 318-acre campus.  Initial
projects have included photographic inventories of  the
myriad of  storage areas, a room-by-room inventory of
Thornlea (one of  the historic houses) and preparing a list of
a dozen major pieces of  art to present to the Collections
Committee for formal accessioning.  This included detailed
original research on each of  the objects, their provenance
and their significance to Cranbrook.  The Archives welcomes
Laurie Kay as the new Collections Assistant for Cultural
Properties and Cranbrook Academy of  Art student Sarah
Zimmer as our Digital Archives Assistant.

Collections
The Archives recently acquired the Swanson and Associate
Records.  J. Robert F. Swanson and his wife, Pipsan Saarinen,
were both affiliated with Cranbrook.  Pipsan was the
daughter of  architect Eliel Saarinen, and she designed textiles
and stencil work for Saarinen House, Cranbrook and
Kingswood Schools.  Swanson was partnered in architectural
firms - first with Henry Booth, then with both Eliel and
Eero Saarinen for over twenty years.  He formed Swanson
and Associates in 1947.  The Swanson and Associate Records
supplement existing collections of  Saarinen and Swanson
records and illuminate projects on which the firm worked
during a forty-year period.

Exhibitions
The Archives collections were featured in two exhibitions
recently.  The historic Finnish home of  Eliel Saarinen,
Hvittrask, held an exhibit, “Eliel Saarinen’s American
Dream,” which opened in October 2008. Focused on
Saarinen’s architectural designs for Cranbrook, the exhibition
features hundreds of  images from the Archives’ collections.

The Birmingham Historical Society’s current exhibit is titled
“Jack Kausch:  A photographer’s retrospective exhibit,” and it
runs through April 2009.  The exhibit spans a variety of
themes and subjects captured on film by the photographer, as
well as the artist’s personal interest in the restoration of
historical photographs, production of  film documentaries
and portrait work. Jack attended Cranbrook School (Class
’47) on a scholarship.  At Cranbrook, he was photographer
for the school newspaper and yearbook.

CONTENTdm Arrives
After nearly two years, the Archives has finally been able to
acquire CONTENTdm for managing our digital assets.  Since
the Cranbrook House and Gardens Auxiliary provided us
with partial funding for the software, our primary project is
to upload digital content pertaining to the cultural properties
in Cranbrook House.  Archivist Cathy Moras determined how
to upload data from the work of  the IMLS grant-funded
Homestead Cataloguing Project.  This two-year grant project
was designed to inventory and research over 3,500 fine arts
objects at Cranbrook House.  The objects include furniture,
paintings, sculpture, metal and glass, as well as architectural
fittings such as tile work from Moravian, Pewabic and Gueby.
The project included high resolution photography of  each
object, supplemented by scanned original documentation
pertaining to the provenance of  the objects. Wayne State
University graduate student Byron Collier has been updating
the metadata and doing some original research to provide
Cranbrook House and Gardens Auxiliary docents (and other
users) with additional information about the objects and their
provenance, and the Booth family’s relationship to the
craftsmen and craftswomen. (continued page 10) 
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Detroit Public Library
Special Collections
5201 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202

Burton Historical Collection (BHC)
Detroit Public Library
5201 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone:  (313) 833-1480
Hours:  Tu, W, 12 noon - 8 p.m., Th, F, Sa, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
www.detroitpubliclibrary.org (Click on Special Collections)

Exhibits:
Lincoln Documents
As part of  the bicentennial celebration of  Abraham Lincoln’s
birth, we invite you to view our online collection of  Lincoln
documents.  Go to <www.detroitpubliclibrary.org>, scroll
down to the pull down menu labeled “Online Exhibits” and
select “Lincoln Collection.”  Of  foremost interest is an 1860
letter from eleven-year-old Grace Bedell.  Bedell encouraged
the beardless Presidential candidate to improve his
appearance by letting “your whiskers grow.”  Other
documents include Lincoln’s request to Michigan Governor
Austin Blair for more troops and a manuscript fragment
from Lincoln’s annual message to Congress on Dec 6, 1864.
The Grace Bedell letter is currently on loan to the National
Archives in Washington, D.C.

Programs:
Family History Festival, 2008
On September 27, 2008, the Burton Historical Collection
(BHC) held its third annual Family History Festival, an all
day, multi-session genealogical conference.  More than three
hundred attendees listened as nationally recognized speakers
and local experts presented on a variety of  topics.  Featured
speakers included Don Anderson, Director of  the Family
History Library’s Worldwide Support Services Division in
Salt Lake City, Utah; Dr. Deborah Abbott, faculty member at
the Institute of  Genealogy and Historical Research at
Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama; and Michael
John Neill, noted genealogical writer and speaker who has
taught at the Genealogical Institute of Mid-America and
served on the Federation of  Genealogical Societies board.

Blacksnake’s Path:  The True Adventures of  William Wells
William Heath visited the Detroit Public Library for a
reading and book signing of  his new book Blacksnake’s Path:
The True Adventures of  William Wells.  Heath recounts the life
of  Wells, an “Indian captive turned Indian fighter-scout-spy-
negotiator-agent.”  Wells scouted for General “Mad”
Anthony Wayne, met early Presidents and visited the nation’s
capital with Indian leaders, serving as a translator.  The
author drew upon manuscripts in the BHC.

Call for Nominations!
By Jamie Myler, Ford Motor Company Archives
e-mail, jmyler@ford.com, Johanna Russ, Walter P. Reuther
Library, e-mail, eb5801@wayne.edu and Whitney Miller,
MSU Archives, e-mail, millerwh@msu.edu

Elections for the Michigan Archival Association (MAA)
executive board members will be held at the annual meeting,
June 24-26, 2009.  We will vote on the following positions:

Regular Election
Treasurer – Term  2009-2011
Conference Coordinator – Term  2009-2011
Member-at Large – Term  2009-2012 (2 Positions)

Special Election because of  mid-term departures
Member-at-Large – Term  2009-2011 (This is for the
remaining two years of  three-year terms  (2 Positions)
Member-at-Large – Term  2009-2010 (This is for the
remaining one year of  a three-year term (1 Position)

If  you are interested in running and would like your name
to appear on the ballot, then please e-mail Vice-President/
President-Elect Whitney Miller (millerwh@msu.edu or 517-
355-2330) by May 15, 2009.  Indicate which position
interests you and include a short biography.  Any questions
can be directed to Whitney Miller (millerwh@msu.edu or
517-355-2330).

Members can also nominate individuals for offices via
petition.  Each petition in support of  an individual
nomination must be signed by at least ten MAA members.
Petitions should be presented to Susan Panak, MAA
Secretary, on Thursday, June 25, 2009 before 10:30 a.m.
(The bylaws state that nominations must end two hours before the
business meeting, which will commence at 12:30 p.m. that day.)

Please check out our web site for more information on the
Michigan Archival Association Board:
<http://maa.hypermart.net/board.htm>

Get involved in MAA!

Cranbrook Archives (continued)
For the second project, we are importing a series of  digitized
images from our historic photograph collection.  During the
summer of  2007, University of  Michigan graduate student
Dominique Daniel added over eight hundred images and their
corresponding metadata to an Access database in preparation
for our acquisition of  CONTENTdm.  Her work provided the
basic structure for uploading the collection.  Additional images
will be added as time allows.

By Leslie S. Edwards and Cathy Moras
E-mail: CMoras@cranbrook.edu
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Michigan Collections (continued on Page 16)

Supple Hands:  Women and the Art of  Bookbinding
In collaboration with the Book Club of Detroit and the
Detroit Public Library Friends Foundation, the Detroit
Public Library sponsored an interesting presentation on
November 8, 2008.  It focused on the unique contributions
of  women to the art and craft of  bookbinding.  Julia Miller,
an authority on the history of  bookbinding, discussed the
careers of  several women bookbinders, such as Sybil Pye and
Margaret Armstrong.  She used examples of  their work from
her private collection and from the Rare Book Collection at
the Detroit Public Library.

National Automotive History Collection
(NAHC)
Rose and Robert Skillman Branch
121 Gratiot Avenue
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone:  (313) 628-2750
Hours:  M, Tu, W, Th, Sa, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
www.detroitpubliclibrary.org (Click on Special Collections)

Exhibits:
Sirens of  Chrome
This exhibit will run through April 30, 2009 and is based
upon Margery Krevsky’s book entitled Sirens of  Chrome:  The
Enduring Allure of  Auto Show Models.  Krevksy documents the
historical use of  women in automobile advertising and car
shows from the turn of  the century goddesses and the 1950s
sexpots to the sleek sophistication of  today’s highly trained
product spokespeople.  On December 11, 2008, a book
signing was held, and over 250 people attended.  Proceeds
from the book sales will benefit the NAHC.

Programs:
Automotive Authors Book Fair
On November 22, 2008, car collectors, restorers, historians
and motor heads of  all ages gathered to meet more than
twenty book authors at the Rose Skillman Gallery of  the
Skillman Library, home of  the NAHC.  Authors sold and
signed copies of  their works and discussed them with
attendees from the world of  cars, trucks, ships and airplanes.

E. Azalia Hackley Collection
Detroit Public Library
5201 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone:  (313) 833-1460
Hours:  Tu, W noon - 8 p.m., Th, F, Sat, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
www.detroitpubliclibrary.org (Click on Special Collections)

Newly Acquired Collection:
African Americans in Film Collection
The E. Azalia Hackley Collection has recently acquired a
collection of  African American film memorabilia. The
collection includes photographs, movie cards, posters and
public relations booklets covering African Americans in
motions pictures from the early so-called “race films” to the
blaxploitation films of  the 1970s.

Programs:
Hackley Lecture Series by Romie Minor, Archivist for the
Hackley Collection
Detroit Theater:  Exploring the Past, Present and
Future of  Live Theater in Detroit
Wednesdays, April 1, 8, 15, & 22, 2009, 6pm
Detroit’s black theater producers, writers and performers will
discuss various topics related to the theater industry in
Detroit.
History of  the Detroit Sound Part II:  The Rhythms of
Motown
April 29, 2009, 6pm
This is the second installment of  a four-part lecture series
that chronicles the history of  music in Detroit.  This lecture
focuses on the Detroit music scene from the jazz clubs of
Paradise Valley to the early days of  Motown.
According to the Gospel
August 26, 2009, 6pm
This presentation examines the roots of  gospel music and its
lasting influence on African American culture.

By Mark Bowden, Burton Historical Collection
E-mail:  mbowden@detroitpubliclibrary.org

Constitution and
Bylaws Review
By Whitney Miller, MAA Vice President

This spring, the Michigan Archival Association Board will be
reviewing MAA’s constitution and bylaws.  The Board will
correct grammatical errors and improve overall readability.  It
will also assess content and evaluate the need for more
substantive changes.  The Board’s findings will be
documented in a report, which will be mailed to MAA
members.  Members will receive it before this year’s annual
meeting, allowing time for comments and discussion.  They
will then vote on the proposed changes at this year’s General
Business Meeting, to be held 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, June
25th, during the 2009 MAA annual conference in Marshall.
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Come to Marshall!
A Preview of MAA’s Annual Meeting, June 24-26, 2009
By Jennie Thomas, MAA Conference Coordinator
Albion College
E-mail: jthomas@albion.edu

The Michigan Archival Association invites you to
attend its annual meeting to be held in beautiful
downtown Marshall on Wednesday, June 24
through Friday, June 26, 2009!  The city of
Marshall, established in 1830, has the largest
historic landmark district in the state of
Michigan.  This district boasts over 850 structures
and over forty-five historical markers. It is the
country’s largest district in the “small urban”
category, surpassing Cape May, New Jersey and
Port Townsend, Washington.  In 2004, the

National Trust of  Historic Preservation named
Marshall as one of  the “Dozen Distinctive
Destinations” in the country.  Downtown
Marshall also offers a number of  shopping
experiences, including antique stores, specialty gift
shops, boutiques, craft shops and small galleries
with work by local artists. The conference hotel
this year is the Hampton Inn Marshall, located
one and a half  miles west of  the downtown area.

The conference will begin with State Archivist
Mark Harvey, who will provide our pre-
conference workshop on Wednesday afternoon.
He’ll present at the Brueckner Museum of  Starr
Commonwealth (below). The topic of  this year’s

workshop is creative fundraising–something we may all need to do at one point
or another in the coming years. The evening will conclude with a hospitality
suite at the Hampton Inn Marshall, where we can almost guarantee a euchre
game will break out!

Our sessions, beginning Thursday
morning, will take place at
Schuler’s Restaurant and Pub
(right), which is celebrating its
centennial in 2009!  Schuler’s is
currently run by third-and fourth-
generation family members.
Sessions will cover a wide range of
topics: celebrating institutional
anniversaries, researching with
cookbooks, utilizing Web 2.0 technologies, local history, distance learning for
archival education, Michigan newspaper projects, archival management tools,
archivists and tenure, implementing DSpace as an institutional repository, and
under-documented communities in archives.

Walking tours on Thursday afternoon will feature nearby sites.  The American
Magic Museum houses the largest publicly displayed and privately owned magic
collection in the world.  The collection includes the “Milk Can” and
“Overboard Box” escape equipment used by Harry Houdini himself.  The
Grand Army of  the Republic Hall holds military artifacts dating back to the
Spanish American War.  Marshall’s U.S. Postal Museum is one of  only two such
museums in the country.  Oakridge Cemetery is one of  the oldest continuously
operated cemeteries in the state.  Finally, at Starr Commonwealth, we’ll see first
the campus cottage, Chapel-in-the-Woods and the Brueckner Museum.

Thursday night’s reception is sure
to enchant you, as we marvel at
Marshall’s “architectural jewel,” the
Honolulu House Museum (right).
The House was built in 1860 by
Judge Abner Pratt, first U.S. consul
to the Sandwich Islands (now
Hawaii). It is a unique blend of
Polynesian, Italianate and Gothic
architecture on the exterior, with fifteen-foot ceilings, ten-foot high doors and
a roof  reminiscent of  a pagoda. The roof  is topped by an observation tower
that is made accessible by a thirty-foot free-standing interior circular stairway.
Pratt’s goal was to recreate the tropics in Marshall.  To achieve that end, he
used imported island woods to build the house. Taking the island theme to the
extreme, Pratt often wore tropical garb, even in the winter. It is rumored that
his inappropriate dress one winter resulted in the contraction of pneumonia
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Opposite top left: Antiques Stores in Downtown Marshall, Michigan.
Opposite bottom left: The Brueckner Museum of  Starr Commonwealth.
Opposite top right: Schuler’s Restaurant in Downtown Marshall, Michigan.
Opposite bottom right: Honolulu House Museum, Marshall, Michigan.

You Can Help!
Donate to Fundraiser

and ultimately his death. In 1962, the Honolulu House was purchased by
the Marshall Historical Society. The vividly colored and elaborately
patterned wall and ceiling paintings, carpets and furniture were all carefully
researched in order to restore it to its Victorian splendor. The walls and
ceilings were originally painted to depict scenes from the Islands. These
decorative paintings were greatly embellished in 1884 and restored by a team
of  artists in 1980-1984.

Thursday’s lunch will include our annual business meeting, where we will
elect MAA Board positions: Treasurer, Conference Coordinator and
Members-at-Large.  Friday’s lunch will feature our keynote address. This
year’s keynote speaker is Susan Collins, a former president of  the Marshall
Historical Society and author of  several publications about the City of
Marshall.

Don’t forget to stay after lunch on Friday afternoon for our new silent
auction.  It features a number of  great items, including a bundle of  SAA
publications, passes to Henry Ford Museum, Greenfield Village and the
Ford Rouge Factory Tour, a basket of  fresh baked goods from Schuler’s
Restaurant and Pub, a sample pack from University Products and tickets to
Marshall’s Annual Historic Home Tour and Annual Candlelight Walk. We
expect to get additional items in between now and the day of  the auction, so
check your conference packets when you arrive for a complete list!

Special thanks go to our 2009 Program and
Local Arrangements Committees:

Conference Coordinator Jennie Thomas, Albion College
Conference Chair Whitney Miller, Michigan State University Archives
Local Arrangements:
Susan Panak (Chair), Spring Arbor University
Amy Reimann, Starr Commonwealth
Jennifer Rupp, Marshall Historical Society
Program:
Karen Jania (Chair), Bentley Historical Library, University of  Michigan
Nicole Garrett, Archives of  Michigan
Marian Matyn, Clarke Historical Library, Central Michigan University
Jennifer Wood, Western Michigan University Archives and Regional
Historical Collections

Be sure to keep an eye out in the beginning of  April for your
program materials to arrive in the mail. The MAA Web site could
have the program up as early as March, but I’ll be sure to send a
message to the MAA Listserv when it’s ready.

See you in June!

By Carol Vandenberg, MAA Member-At-Large
Madonna University
E-mail: cvandenberg@madonna.edu

Would you like to support a worthy cause? If  so,
why not donate an item or two to be used at the
MAA Annual Meeting silent auction in June 2009?
We will donate $250.00 of  the proceeds to
Michigan History Day and any additional money
goes to our MAA scholarship fund.  To date our
items are:
•  A hockey stick used in a Red Wings game
autographed by Paval Datysuk

*compliments of  Illitch Holdings, Inc.
Archives

•  A Booklover’s Repair Kit
*donated by University Products

•  Society of  American Archivists (SAA)
publications

*gift of SAA
•  Two passes to Henry Ford Museum or
Greenfield Village

*gift of  The Henry Ford
•  Two passes to the Ford Rouge Factory Tour

*gift of  The Henry Ford

Please contact Carol Vandenberg at
cvandenberg@madonna.edu or (734) 432-5691
for additional information.
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Interview with Cynthia Ghering
By Cynthia Ghering, Director, Michigan State University Archives and Historical
Collections, e-mail: ghering@msu.edu; and Bob Garrett, Open Entry Editor, e-mail:
garrettr1@michigan.gov

Note:  On January 28, 2008, Cynthia Ghering began work as the new director of the
Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections. I thought that Michigan
archivists might be curious about this “new face” and thus, requested this interview.
– Bob Garrett, Editor

Q: Tell us a little about your background. Where did you grow up? What was it like there?
I was born in Massachusetts, but both of  my parents are from Michigan, and we moved to Grand
Rapids when I was five.  GR is a nice place to grow up, but by the time I hit my teens, I was ready
to experience other cities.  After I graduated from college, I traveled around the United States for
five years.  I lived in Alaska, Oregon, California and Georgia.  I worked in several types of  libraries,
as well as an Alaskan fishery and a hat shop in Berkeley.   I met my husband while sliming salmon in Anchorage, Alaska.

Q: Can you describe your educational background?
I have a Bachelors of  Arts from Western Michigan University in English, with minors in History and Practical Writing. When
I finally figured out what I wanted to be when I grew up, I attended the School of  Information at the University of  Michigan
and specialized in Archives and Records Management..

Q:  Can you describe your work experience before coming to MSU?
After graduating from U of  M, I accepted a position at the Ohio Historical Society in Columbus, Ohio.  I started in a two
year position leading a small team in digitizing archival, library and museum collections.  I then became the Head of  the
Manuscript Collection and, eventually, the Assistant Director of  the Collections and Curatorial Services Division.  Before the
Ohio Historical Society, I worked at public, academic and research libraries.  These included the University of  Georgia’s
Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library and the Henry Ford Museum.

Q:  What appealed to you about the MSU job?
I remembered reading Dr. Honhart’s articles in graduate school, so I knew that the MSU Archives and Historical Collections
had a strong foundation on which to build.  I have always been interested in digitizing archival collections and managing and
preserving digital information.  I was thus very intrigued with the placement of  the University Archives in the Libraries,
Computing and Technology unit, directly under the university’s CIO.  Also the Archives’ active role in the development of
the university’s new Enterprise Business Systems seemed ideal for the management of  electronic records.  Plus, after so many
years away, I missed Michigan.

Q:  Has your new environment (job, campus and community) met your expectations?  What surprised you?
Some of  my friends from high school attended MSU, so I had visited the campus and residence halls as a college student and
knew MSU to be a friendly and inclusive institution.  However, I have been very impressed by the openness and collegiality
of  my co-workers, both within the University Archives and in other departments and units around campus.  East Lansing is
just the right size to raise a family (We have two small children.), while being close to larger cities if  we need even more
adventure.  But, I have to be honest; I did not remember Michigan winters being so cold and snowy!

Q:  So, what’s in store for the MSU Archives and Historical Collections?   Are there any goals or plans that you’d
like to share?
The Archives is taking a leadership role in managing the university’s electronic business records.  We’re emphasizing online
access to our university and historical collections and plan to unveil a new web site on MSU’s history in the next few months.
And we’re collaborating with several other units on campus to create an Institutional Repository for the university’s digital assets.

Q:  I know that you attended last year’s MAA meeting in Mackinaw City. Was this your first MAA meeting?  What
were your impressions?
I think it was my third meeting.  I attended one or two MAA meetings when I was in graduate school.  I was active in the
Society of  Ohio Archivists while living in Ohio, and I can say that MAA has got Ohio beat!  (If  only we could do that in
college football…)

Cynthia Ghering, 2008
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Editorial
“Okay, so who ARE all you people?”
By Bob Garrett
Open Entry Editor
E-mail: garrettr1@michigan.gov

If  you were new to the Michigan Archival Association, then you might legitimately ask this
question.  I attended my first MAA meeting in 2000, and I recall knowing few people.  Now, I’ve
served on the MAA board and am editing the newsletter.  It’s that latter function that I wish to
address here.

As editor, I ask how the newsletter can best serve the membership.  Why join MAA?  “Professional
contacts” is among the most oft-cited reasons.   That can also be a reason for joining SAA and
MAC.  I believe, though, that MAA offers benefits that the latter organizations do not.   We’re smaller and more focused.
When you go to an MAA meeting, it’s easier, I think, to strike up conversations and meet people.  That aspect reaps rewards
beyond the joys of  socializing.  When we get to know each other, we strengthen ties within our state’s archival community.
We feel comfortable contacting each other for professional advice, sharing technical information and exchanging news about
our respective institutions.  Of  course, such relationships must begin with an introduction.

This returns us to my initial question:  Who ARE all you people?  Many of  you are very interesting, with valuable experiences
and fascinating stories to share.  Perhaps we can see some of  those stories right here....in Open Entry.

This, in a nutshell, has been my guiding philosophy since assuming the editorial reins in early 2007.  I’ve worked to include
more human interest.  As I learn about MAA members, I also want to learn what they’re doing:  What sort of  duties do you
all perform – both routinely and not-so-routinely?  What’s new with your employing institutions?  This thinking extends –
and perhaps especially applies to – MAA Board members.  If  you’re representing the membership, then the membership
should know who you are.

Two of  this issue’s articles perhaps best exemplify that “human interest” approach.  First, we have my interview with Cynthia
Ghering.  Cynthia was appointed Director of  the Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections last year.
Another article spotlights Susan Panak of  the Spring Arbor University Archives.  As a “lone arranger” at a smaller-sized
university, Susan presents something of  a contrast to Cynthia, and I believe that this shows the wide range of  professionals
constituting MAA’s membership.  I had an idea of  presenting features on archivists in “smaller shops” and with this in mind,
I asked Susan to submit her article.  If  you like this idea and would like to see more such articles, then please let me know.

In fact, if  you have any ideas for future issues, then by all means, please drop me a line.  My e-mail address is
garrettr1@michigan.gov   The MAA listserv should also prove an ideal forum for commentary on newsletter content.
Finally, if  you see me at the MAA annual meeting and have some feedback for me, then walk up and let me know.  This is
YOUR newsletter, and I’d love to hear what you have to say.

Interview (continued from page 14)

Q:  What would you like to see from MAA?
I’d like to see even more emphasis on technology and how it is changing our profession.  Also, MAA has an excellent
opportunity to foster collaboration – between the different archival repositories in Michigan – as well as with our colleagues
in libraries, museums and historical societies.

Q:  Do you have any final thoughts?  What would you like the MAA membership to know about you?
Thank you for interviewing me.  I’m very excited to be back in Michigan and a member of  MAA again.

Bob Garrett, 2009
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Michigan Collections
(continued from Page 11)

Ferris State University Archives
Alumni 101
410 Oak Street
Big Rapids, MI 49307
Phone: (231) 591-3731
Web: www.ferris.edu/library/SpecCollections/archives.html

The University Archives has several exciting activities
underway. The most important news is that on February 9,
2009, the Ferris State University Archives and Records
Management program moved into its new home in Alumni
Building on the Ferris State University campus.  The Alumni
Building, built in 1929, is the oldest surviving building on
campus.

The storage area for university records and manuscripts has
been located in the Alumni Building since August 2003.
Prior to that, these collections had been located in offsite
storage.  The reading room and workspace areas had been
temporarily located in the FLITE building (Ferris Library
for Information, Technology and Education).  Staff  are
thrilled to be located in the same building with the
collections and to have the reading room space to host more
than two visitors at a time! Materials have not been this
accessible since the move into the new library building in
2001. The staff  is now working on the official opening
event.  It will take place sometime in March.

The University Archives is also involved in a number of
projects relating to the 125th anniversary, beginning in
September 2009.   Projects include: a Web site featuring
historical photos, a coffee table book, a time capsule and
various events throughout the year. The student workers
have been kept busy checking dates and looking up event
information. We continue to have our history student
worker program, where selected students from the history
major are employed by the archives to gain experience in
various aspects of  archival work.  Finally, the Web site has
undergone a major revision to make it more in compliance
with the rest of  the library Web site.

By Melinda McMartin Isler
E-mail: MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

Right: Our exciting new archives space in Ferris State University’s Alumni
Building, February 11, 2009.
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Grand Valley State University
Special Collections & University Archives
Seidman House
1 Campus Drive
Allendale, MI 49401-9403
(616) 331-2749
E-mail: richanar@gvsu.edu
Web: http://www.gvsu.edu/
Hours: M-F 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.

Hours vary during semester intersessions and summer.

National Poetry Festival

Grand Valley State University
will be celebrating its fiftieth
anniversary in 2010. The
Special Collections and
University Archives is adding
photographs and student
publications to the Digital
Collections site
<www.gvsu.edu/library/
digitalcollections>.  These
will be used in official
histories and timelines now
under development.

In a search for strayed
University records, items
documenting the National
Poetry Festivals held on the
GVSU campus in 1971, 1973
and 1975 came to light.
Following up on a tip, copies
of  audio tapes of  the 1971 and 1973 performances held by
the Archive for New Poetry at the University of  California,
San Diego, have been added to the collection. Broadsides
from the 1973 Festival were located at a local Grand Rapids
antique store, and videos and photographs of  some of  the
events still exist in local hands.

These ten-day festivals of  art, poetry and engagement with
artistic personalities brought Paul Blackburn, Robert Bly,
Robert Creely, Diane diPrima, Sonja Sanchez, Diane
Wakoski, George Oppen, Carl Rakosi, Charles Reznikoff,
Kenneth Rexroth, Robert Duncan, Theodore Enslin, Allen
Ginsberg, Edward Dorn, Galway Kinnell, James Wright,
Nikki Giavanni, June Jordan, Ishmael Reed and dozens of
others to the Allendale, Michigan campus.

By Nancy Richardson
E-mail: richanar@gvsu.edu

Above: Allen Ginsberg talks with students during the 1973 National Poetry
Day Festival.  Photo taken on the steps of  the then new Campus Center,
Grand Valley State University, Allendale Campus.

Left: Sign posted on the Seidman House, Grand Valley State University,
Allendale campus, 1973.  The sign advertises that year’s National Poetry Day
Festival and the appearance of  poet Allen Ginsberg at Grand Valley State.

Kalamazoo College Archives
Upjohn Library Commons
1200 Academy Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49006
(269) 337-7151
E-mail: archives@kzoo.edu
Webs: http://www.kzoo.edu/is/library/archives/index.html
Hours: M, Th 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

F 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Tu, W  By Appointment

The Kalamazoo College Archives has received a $4,200
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) grant.  The
grant will allow the Archives to enlist a preservation expert
to assess its collections and recommend treatment, storage
and digitization processes.  “I’m especially excited that the
expert will look at one of  the collections I’d like to digitize
and put in our Institutional Repository,” says Library
Director Stacy Nowicki.  That collection comprises the pre-
statehood letters and journals of  T.Z.R. Jones and E.J. Fish,
among other materials.  The “K” project has been designated
a “We the People” project, one that explores significant
events and themes in American history and culture.

By Heidi Butler
E-mail: hbutler@kzoo.edu

[Editor’s note:  For more information on NEH grants in
Michigan, see Jennie Thomas’ article on page 5.]
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Michigan State University
University Archives & Historical
Collections
101 Conrad Hall
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327
(517) 355-2330
Fax: (517) 353-9319
E-mail: archives.msu.edu
Web: http://www.archives.msu.edu/
Hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. - noon; 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The office space and reading room of  the MSU Archives
underwent a renovation in January 2009 to remove asbestos
tile and install new carpet and all new office furniture.  The
addition of  two new staff  members over the past couple of
years created a need for new cubicles to house them.  Staff
members Cynthia Ghering and Whitney Miller worked with a
designer in the fall of 2008.

The moving process started in early December 2008, when
the staff  received word that the renovations would happen in
January.  The rest of  December was spent packing up the

reference materials in the reading room and
staff  areas.  We sent the furniture we would
keep to storage and packed up our offices and
moved the contents to the basement.

In January, the reading room closed to
researchers, and the staff  worked in the
basement.  By the end of  January, everyone had
cabin fever and was ready to move upstairs to
our new cubicles.  The Archives reopened as
scheduled on February 2.

Left: Our awesome renovated reading room at the MSU
Archives.  Bottom: View from the reference desk.

The rearranged office now contains seven offices/cubicles
instead of  four and a half.  The whole office has been
rearranged, and the reading room has a new layout.  The
office walls were also painted and now are tan with olive
green accent walls.

During the renovations, Portia Vescio created a blog to
update patrons about the work.  She included photographs,
so those who were interested could see the progress.  The
blog has continued after the renovation, as a way to keep
users updated about events.  The link for the blog is http://
msuarchives.wordpress.com.  In addition to the blog, the
Archives now has a Facebook page.  Ed Busch created the
page, which includes a photo album, videos and list of
upcoming events.

In November 2008, Portia Vescio received tenure and a
promotion for her outstanding processing and outreach
work.  Portia has been at MSU since 2002, when she was
hired as the Technical Services Archivist.  She now works as
the Public Services Archivist.  Her promotion means she is
now a secondary supervisor in charge of  reference.

Michigan State University is hosting two
Society of  American Archivists workshops
this summer.  The workshops are The
Essentials of  Digital Repositories on June 19,
2009 and Managing the Digital University Desktop
on July 17, 2009.  To register for these
workshops, go to the SAA web site at http://
archivists.org.

By Sarah Roberts
E-mail: rober472@msu.edu
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Michigan Technological University
Archives and Copper Country
Historical Collections
J. Robert Van Pelt and Opie Library
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1295
(906) 487-2505
Fax: (906) 487-2357
E-mail: copper@mtu.edu
Web: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/
Hours: Fall/Spring - M, F 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.;

Tu, W, Th 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.
Summer - M 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.;
Tu, W, Th 12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m.;
F 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The department is closed for major holidays and university
closures.  Researchers are advised to call in advance of  arrival to
ensure access.

By Julia Blair
E-mail:  jblair@mtu.edu

 Vertin Building, about 1895, Calumet, Michigan.

The Michigan Tech Archives and Copper Country Historical
Collections has selected two recipients for the 2009 Research
Travel Award. This year’s grant recipients, James Seelye and
Peter Krats, take a fresh approach to the rich array of
material housed in the Archives.

James Seelye, a doctoral candidate at the University of
Toledo, will visit the Michigan Tech Archives this summer.
He will come in support of  his
research on Slovenian migration
into the Upper Peninsula.  He will
take an in-depth look at Slovenian
life in Michigan, including the long-
term impact of  Slovenian
missionaries on nineteenth century
Native American communities.  An
initial vanguard of  Slovenian
missionary priests, lead by Frederic
Baraga, helped Slovenes such as
merchant Jozef  Vertin to establish
ethnic communities.  Vertin
established one around his Calumet
store (right).

Peter Krats, assistant professor at
the University of  Western Ontario,
will look at the effects of an
international border on ethnic
identity in industrial communities
as part of  his ongoing research into
the evolution of  mining regions in
the US and Canada.

Since its inception over ten years ago, the grant has enabled
more than twenty researchers to travel to Houghton from
the United States, Canada and Europe to examine the
unique social and cultural resources in the Archives
collections. Past grant recipients have studied a wide variety
of  topics, such as the use of  images and models by mining
engineers to manage complex work sites above and below
ground, the role that fraternal orders have played in Lake
Superior mining communities, and the adoption of  the
English language by European transplants to Michigan’s
Copper Country.  This year’s awards continue a tradition of
supported research using the manuscript collections curated
by the Michigan Tech Archives.

The grant program is financially supported by the Friends
of  the Van Pelt Library.  This year’s award committee
included Larry Lankton from the Michigan Tech
Department of  Social Sciences, Terry Reynolds of  the
Friends of  the Van Pelt Library, and Erik Nordberg and Julie
Blair, representing the Michigan Tech Archives.  For further
information about the awards program or about the
collections of  the Michigan Tech Archives, call (906) 487-2505.
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Northern Michigan University
Central Upper Peninsula &
Northern Michigan University
Archives
1401 Presque Isle Ave.
Marquette, MI 49855
(906) 227-1225
Web: http://www.nmu.edu/olsonlibrary/archives/
Hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Recorded in Stone: Voices on the Marquette Iron Range
In cooperation with local historical societies, libraries and
museums, the Central Upper Peninsula and Northern
Michigan University Archives has produced and published an
educational web site entitled, Recorded in Stone: Voices on the
Marquette Iron Range.  The site is available at <http://
voices.nmu.edu/>.  Funded in part with a grant from the
Michigan Humanities Council, the Web site explores the
history of  immigration on the Marquette Iron Range
through summary histories of  significant immigrant groups
and digital reproductions of  oral histories, original
documents and photographs.  The site also includes
bibliographies and lesson plans for high school social studies
teachers.  A symposium held on the campus of  Northern
Michigan University on October 18, 2008 formally unveiled
the Web site.  The symposium also featured presentations by
seven scholars.  These included Dr. Arnold Alanen,
University of  Wisconsin–Madison, who discussed the
evolution of  immigration during the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.  Another presenter, Dr. Terry Reynolds
of  Michigan Technological University, spoke on the nature
of  immigrant labor activism in the nineteenth century. You
can view the entire symposium or individual presentations
via Mediasite Live from the project web site.

By Marcus Robyns
E-mail: mrobyns@nmu.edu

The Public Libraries of  Saginaw
505 Janes Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
(989) 755-0904
Web: www.saginawlibraries.org

The Saginaw City directories from 1866-1934 are now
available free online from the Public Libraries of  Saginaw
web site: <www.saginawlibraries.org>.  If  you go to the task
bar on top of  the Web page and move your mouse over
“Genealogy,” you will see these listed as the first item.  The
directories can be searched by person’s name or by street
name.  You can limit your search to a specific set of  years or
search all years.  You can also view and print pages retrieved
in a search.

The second item in the “Genealogy” menu is the “City of
Saginaw Cemetery Search.”  Visitors to this page can search
data from Saginaw’s three city cemeteries.  The search engine
checks for character strings, so typing in “Ford” can retrieve
entries for “Stockford” and “Alford,” as well as “Ford.”  The
data is from the cemetery cards.  Below each data field, there
is a map of  the cemetery section, showing where the
gravesite in question is located.  Below that is a map showing
where the pertinent section is located in the cemetery.  All of
this information can be downloaded and printed.

By John Sheridan
jsheridan@saginawlibrary.org

Saugatuck-Douglas Historical
Society & Museum
400 Culver St
Saugatuck, MI 49453
(269) 857-5751
Web: sdhistoricalsociety.org

Archival and Programming Update
The SDHS and its two public access centers–the Museum at
Mt. Baldhead Park, Saugatuck, and the new Old School
House Discovery Center–have several new archival access
projects underway and open to public use.  The Saugatuck
Commercial Record newspaper is available online for the years
1859-1959, with limited indexing.  Also available are cemetery
records, tax records and other sources.  (Does anyone need
fifteen views from the great dune “Mt. Baldhead?”)  These
can all be found at the Society’s Web site: <http://
sdhistoricalsociety.org>.  In addition, the site provides access
to a new Saugatuck coastal dunes historic site survey and a
new image blog.  The latter is an ongoing site that encourages
visitors to help identify archival photographs.

The NEXT
MAA Annual Meeting
Wednesday-Friday
June 24-26, 2009

Marshall
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University of  Michigan
Special Collections Library
711 Hatcher Library
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1205
(734) 764-9377     Fax: (734) 764-9368
E-mail:  special.collections@umich.edu
Web: http://www.lib.umich.edu/spec-coll
Hours: M-F 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Sa 10:00 a.m. –  noon

The University of  Michigan Library is celebrating the four
hundredth birthday of  their Galileo manuscript (right) with
an exhibit in the Special Collections Library.  The exhibit,
entitled Watchers of  the Sky: Astronomy to the Invention of  the
Telescope, runs February 9 – April 11, 2009.  The manuscript
dates from August 1609, when Galileo wrote out some ideas
in a letter to the Doge of  Venice.  In the letter, he
announced that he had built a telescope that had many
useful military applications.  He pulled out this leaf  again in
January 1610 to help him make sense of  some objects near
Jupiter, realizing as he compiled observations from several
nights that there must be moons orbiting that planet.  This
was the first data to show that other celestial bodies could be
the center of  orbits and lent support to Copernicus’s
heliocentric theory.  Many of  the most important astronomy
books ever published will also be on display, including
Copernicus’s De Revolutionibus (1543) and Kepler’s Astronomia
Nova (1609, also celebrating its four hundredth anniversary).

By Peggy Daub
E-mail:   pdaub@umich.edu

The Society’s two exhibition locations–the museum and the
discovery center–are teaming up for a 2009 exhibition
season based on the history of  summertime and vacation life
in the Saugatuck-Douglas area.  The exhibit will be based on
archival holdings, but the Society is also putting out a call to
anyone with photographs, post cards and memorabilia
relating to vacation or cottage life in the Saugatuck/Douglas
area from the 1890s to the present.  Please visit our Web site
<http://sdhistoricalsociety.org> for more information.

The SDHS holds a number of  large collections from the
twentieth century.  These include collections of  Bill
Simmons, a Time-Life writer/photographer whose work
spans the 1940s and 1950s, and the architectural drawings of
the artist/architect Carl Hoerman.  The Old School House
restoration/conversion project is a million dollar + project
to bring the community’s important collections into one
source–and we expect it to be in full operation in late 2009.

By James Schmiechen, Museum chairperson
E-mail: schmi1j@cmich.edu

Need Help Submitting
NEH Grant?
By Kim Andrews, Preservation Services Officer
Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts,
Philadelphia, PA

Through the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) Preservation Assistance Grant (PAG) program, your
organization can apply for up to $6,000 of  funding for
preservation assistance.  The Conservation Center for Art
and Historic Artifacts (CCAHA) is offering FREE grant
application support to your grant writing team to help
bring this important funding to you. For more PAG program
information and eligibility requirements, visit the NEH grant
site, <http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/pag.html>. 

For assistance with your grant application, contact
Lee Price, CCAHA Director of  Development:
E-mail, lprice@ccaha.org
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Walter P. Reuther Library of
Labor and Urban Affairs
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 577-4024    Fax: (313) 577-4300
E-mail: reutherreference@wayne.edu
Web: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/
Hours: M-Tu 11:00 a.m. – 6:45 p.m.

W-F 9:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.

Web site Launch
The Walter P. Reuther Library of  Labor and Urban Affairs at
Wayne State University is pleased to announce the launch of
its new Web site at <www.reuther.wayne.edu>.  Not only
does the new site offer a more modern design and improved
navigation, but access to Reuther collections has also been
significantly expanded.  Visitors can access image galleries, a
complete collection list, abstracts for all open collections and
streaming audio of  oral histories and speeches.  In addition,
finding aids for all open collections, as well as a
comprehensive list of  periodical holdings, will be available in
the coming year.

Built using Web 2.0 technology, the site focuses on the ability
for people to collaborate and share information online with
tools such as Delicious, Facebook, Digg and Technorati.  It
also emulates many aspects of  high-end integrated library
systems without the recurring fees associated with licensing,
technical support and maintenance.  The core component of
the new site is Drupal, an open-source content management
system that relies on a triad of established open-source
software - Apache, MySQL and PHP.  Additional software
such as JQuery, Swish-e, GD, and ID3 libraries integrate with
Drupal to augment content delivery of  image galleries, audio
collections and fully indexed (full-text searchable) files.  In
short, the site matches expensive “off-the-shelf ”
functionality without a single software purchase.

These exciting changes will continue to improve how the
Reuther interacts with its patrons, donors and the
community.  Please contact Paul Neirink, (313) 577-6865 or
e-mail, ap0419@wayne.edu, with any questions or comments
regarding the new web site.

Staff  News
In Fall 2008, Governor Jennifer Granholm reappointed
Mike Smith, Director of  the Walter P. Reuther Library, to a
second term on the Library of  Michigan Board of  Trustees.
In December 2008, the Board elected Smith to serve as its
Chair.  Kathryn Dowgiewicz has accepted a position as the
National Association of  Letter Carriers Archivist.  Dan

Golodner, American Federation of  Teachers Archivist,
coauthored a chapter discussing the use of  web-based
exhibits for archival scholarship in Digital Scholarship
(Routledge, 2008, ISBN 978-0-7890-3688-9).

Exhibits
In February, the Reuther Library featured its exhibit Freedom:
The UAW and the Release of  Nelson Mandela. Using resources
from numerous collections at the Reuther, the exhibit
demonstrated the role the UAW, and specifically, President
Owen Bieber, played in the release of  Nelson Mandela from
Victor Verster Prison and the subsequent end to apartheid in
South Africa.

In March, the Reuther reopened its exhibit Bricks, Mortar and
More: The Jewish Community and the Growth of  Wayne State
University.  The exhibit examines the lives of  Jewish
benefactors who have donated sixteen buildings to the
university since 1956. The exhibit runs through September.

Collections
The Reuther has opened several new collections.  Two oral
history interviews conducted with Focus: HOPE co-founder
Eleanor Josaitis are now open for research, as is an
interview between Josaitis and U.S. Senator Carl Levin.
Focus: HOPE is a civil and human rights organization based
in Detroit.  It works to fight poverty, racism and injustice.

The Reuther has opened the Society of  Women
Engineers: National Records, 1949-2003 (192 linear feet).
The collection includes correspondence, publications,
reports, minutes, biographies, oral histories, audiovisual
materials and other records covering the society’s origins and
its efforts to recruit, support and promote practicing and
aspiring women engineers.  The Ada I. Pressman Papers,
1950-1985 (.5 linear feet) represent former SWE president
Pressman’s education and professional career, as well as her
involvement in SWE and other organizations.  The
International Conference of  Women Engineers and
Scientists Records, 1962-2005 (3 linear feet) document the
origin and development of  ICWES, as well as the technical
and sociological subjects discussed at the conferences.

The Coalition Of  Labor Union Women Records, Part 3
(56.25 linear feet) highlight national and state chapter issues
such as reproductive rights, discrimination and pay equity.
The James and Grace Lee Boggs Papers, Part 3 (2 linear
feet) primarily document Grace’s involvement with the Asian
Political Alliance.

The Reuther has also opened two collections from the
American Federation of  State, County and Municipal
Employees.  The AFSCME Local 1733: Memphis,
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Tennessee Records, 1962-1973 (2 linear feet) include
clippings and other documents about the sanitation workers’
strike at which Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.. was assassinated.
The collection also covers other Local 1733 campaigns. The
AFSCME Women’s Rights Department Records, 1974-
1986 (2 linear feet) focus on pay equity and job evaluation
and ranking systems within state governments.

The Reuther has also opened the Cincinnati Federation of
Teachers Local 1520 Records (19 linear feet).  The
collection includes documents dealing with student
discipline, teacher strikes, public employee collective
bargaining, career ladders, class size, peer and evaluation
programs, student grading, social promotion and CFT
President Tom Mooney, a co-founder of  the Teacher Union
Reform Network and Institute for Teacher Union
Leadership.

Johanna Russ and Dan Golodner have completed the first
phase of  a project to digitize speeches from the collection of
Albert Shanker, former president of  the American
Federation of  Teachers.  With a grant from the AFT, the
Reuther staff  members scanned over 160 transcripts using
voice recognition software as well as conventional scanning.
More than sixty audio records were also digitized.  The
speeches and audio will be tagged and placed on the
Reuther’s web site. Using the framework and workflow
established during this project, other AFT speeches, as well
as other speeches and oral histories from the Reuther’s
collections, will be digitized and uploaded to the Reuther web
site in the future.

By Troy Eller, Society of  Women Engineers Archivist
E-mail: troy.eller@wayne.edu

Learn Basic Archival
Practices:  Western
Archives Institute
By Ellen Jarosz
Associate Administrator, Western Archives Institute
Special Collections and University Archives Librarian
San Diego State University
E-mail: ejarosz@rohan.sdsu.edu

The twenty-third annual Western Archives Institute will be
held at U.C. Berkeley in Berkeley, California, June 14 – June
26, 2009.  The Western Archives Institute is an intensive,
two-week program that provides integrated instruction in
basic archival practices to individuals with a variety of
backgrounds, including those whose jobs require a fundamental

understanding of  archival skills but who have little or no
previous archives education, those who have expanding
responsibility for archival materials, those who are practicing
archivists but have not received formal instruction and those
who demonstrate a commitment to an archival career.
The Institute also features site visits to historical records
repositories and a diverse curriculum that includes history
and development of  the profession, theory and terminology,
records management, appraisal, arrangement, description,
manuscripts acquisition, archives and the law, photographs,
preservation administration, reference and access, outreach
programs, and managing archival programs and institutions.

Terry Eastwood has graciously agreed to serve as the 2009
Principal Faculty Member. Eastwood is Professor Emeritus
of  the School of  Library, Archival and Information Studies
at the University of  British Columbia. He was the founding
professor of  the Master of  Archival Studies program in his
school and chair of  the program from 1981-2000. He has
taught courses on all the fundamental subjects of  archival
education and written over fifty articles and chapters of
books on such subjects as the arrangement and description
of  archives, appraisal, archival education, the history of
archival institutions, the role of  archives in democratic
accountability and on the archival treatment of  electronic
records. He is a Fellow of  the Society of  American
Archivists and an honorary member of  the Association of
Canadian Archivists and of  the Archival Association of
British Columbia. This will be the fifth time Eastwood has
served as Principal Faculty Member of  the Western Archives
Institute.

Tuition for the Institute is $700 and includes a selection of
archival publications. Additional fees are charged for
program transportation, facility fees, opening dinner and
luncheon at the closing program.  Housing and meal plans
are available at additional cost.

The application deadline for the 2009 Western Archives Institute
is March 13, 2009.  For additional program information, contact:
Administrator
Western Archives Institute
1020 O Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: 916/653-7715
Fax: 916/653-7134
E-mail: ArchivesWeb@sos.ca.gov

The application package is available on the California State
Archives web site at <http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/
level3_wai.html>, and on the Society of  California Archivists
web site at <http://www.calarchivists.org> under Western
Archives Institute.
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The Historical Society of  Michigan (HSM) has
two major conferences scheduled for April and
June 2009.  Michigan in Perspective: the Local
History Conference will be held April 17-18 at
Wayne State University’s McGregor Conference
Center in Detroit, and the Upper Peninsula
History Conference will be held in Newberry
June 26-28.

Just over fifty years ago, Dr. Philip Mason
established the Local History Conference and
guided this annual gathering with outstanding
results.  We are all blessed by how his leadership
added such value to the experience of  archivists,
historians, genealogists and many others in
Michigan.  As the conference enters its second
fifty years, the Historical Society of  Michigan is
excited to be working with the Michigan in
Perspective Planning Committee, co-chaired by
Troy Historical Museum director Loraine
Campbell and Arthur Woodford of  the
Algonquin Club of  Detroit and Windsor.  HSM
is the lead sponsor of the conference and is
providing conference administration, bringing its
experience in administering large conferences and
activities to this event.

Other major sponsors include the Detroit
Historical Society, which is hosting a special
reception on Friday evening at the Detroit
Historical Museum, and the Burton Collection of
the Detroit Public Library, which has enabled the
planning committee to put in place a new
opening keynote and bring in two widely
respected historians from out of state to address
conference attendees. The conference program is
available at <http://www.hsmichigan.org/> or
call HSM toll free (800) 692-1828, and we will
mail you a copy of  the program.

The 2009 Upper Peninsula History Conference
in Newberry June 26-28 promises to explore
some exciting topics related to the history of
both the Newberry area and the eastern Upper

Peninsula.  Topics such as the Upper Peninsula Hospital for the Insane
(which was located in Newberry), the UP and the Civil War, Commercial
Fishing in the UP, and Lumberjack and One Room Schools are just a
few of  the topics being covered.  Keynote speakers will explore the
History of  Newberry, the historic Blaney Park Resort and a humorous
presentation entitled Deadpan Bedpan.  The conference will open with
special tours of  the Newberry area (including the old State Psychiatric
Hospital, which is now part of  the local prison) and a logging tour.  The
conference flier will be posted in April at <http://www.hsmichigan.org/>.
For more information call HSM at (800) 692-1828 to obtain a printed
copy of  the conference flier.

Michigan History Day (National History Day in Michigan) continues
to grow.  Last fall the Society added a new full-time staff  position
focused on operating our education and awards programs.  Shannon
White is our Education and Awards Coordinator and is actively working
to grow Michigan History Day and assist local historical museums,
archives and other historical organizations to link up with teachers and
students who participate in National History Day.  This is a premier
program that requires all students to do research in primary sources –
the very collections held in our outstanding archival institutions
statewide.

Please be sure to send us information on any events you may have
scheduled in the coming months so we can add them to the Online
Calendar of  Michigan History Events at <http://www.hsmichigan.org/
>.  Calendar items can be emailed to us at hsm@hsmichigan.org.  HSM’s
web site is visited thousands of  times a week by individuals in Michigan
and outside our state to find information on local events.  We also
maintain a listing of  all HSM member history organizations on our web
site, with direct links to their own web sites to make research, contact
and visitation easier.

Finally, the latest edition of  the Michigan History Directory was
published last fall.  This twelfth edition is the most complete to date,
having grown over 25% in size, as the Society became aware of  even
more entities that should be included and was able to offer more
complete information on those already listed.  The Michigan History
Directory is a key reference tool for anyone undertaking Michigan
history research or who are looking for history related destinations to visit.

One of  the Historical Society of  Michigan’s mission areas is to provide
support to local history organizations.  If  we can be of  help, please do
not hesitate to contact us.

Historical Society of Michigan Conferences
By Larry J. Wagenaar, Executive Director
The Historical Society of  Michigan
E-mail: Wagenaar@hsmichigan.org
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Michigan Civil War Records
By Douglas Bicknese
National Archives–Great Lakes Region in Chicago
E-mail: Douglas.Bicknese@nara.gov

The National Archives–Great Lakes Region in Chicago
recently received regionalized records of  the Provost Marshal
General’s Bureau from the Civil War.  This includes over two
hundred series of  records of  the central office branches, state
and district offices in Michigan.  The Provost Marshal
General’s Office was responsible for enrolling men for the
draft, enlisting volunteers, arresting deserters and compiling
statistics on the physical conditions of  recruits and on army
casualties.  Presiding over the state of  Michigan was the Acting
Assistant Provost Marshal General.  His job included
coordinating provost marshal activities through the provost
marshal and the board of  enrollment, and serving as liaison
between the Provost Marshal General’s Office and the
Michigan agency.

Records from Michigan include correspondence between the
Acting Assistant Provost Marshal General and various state
offices; orders and circulars from the various state offices;
records relating to quotas and credits; statistical reports of
men drafted, enlisted, mustered and deserted; financial records,
and records from offices in each of  the Congressional districts.
These records are part of  the National Archives Record
Group 110 and can be viewed at the
National Archives and Records
Administration Great Lakes Region
in Chicago, Illinois.  For additional
information about these records or
to arrange a visit to view them,
please call (773) 948-9001 or e-mail
chicago.archives@nara.gov.

Top: The 4th Michigan Infantry Band,
about 1861-1865.
Bottom: Notice from Provost Marshal’s
Office in Detroit, 1863.
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Do you subscribe to
the MAA listserv?
By Bob Garrett, Archives of  Michigan
E-mail: garrettr1@michigan.gov

State Archivist Mark Harvey announced the launching of
this listserv at the Michigan Archival Association’s 2006
annual meeting.  The listserv seemed an ideal means of
facilitating communication amongst the MAA membership.
It also represented a tool for outreach to archival students.

Mark established the listserv on a State of  Michigan server.
I was appointed listserv administrator and still hold that
position.  I’ve worked to inform the membership of  the
listserv’s existence.  I fear, though, that many members may
still be unaware of  it.  Hopefully, I can reach some of  them
through this article.

The Michigan Archival Association listserv is similar to the
Archives and Archivists listserv managed by the Society of
American Archivists.  MAA listserv subscribers can e-mail
messages to a central address.  All listserv messages are then
automatically routed to subscribers’ e-mail inboxes.
Michigan archivists and archival graduate students constitute
the bulk of  the subscribers.  Currently, the subscriber count
stands at seventy-six, and the listserv remains a prompt
means of  simultaneously reaching many MAA members.
Despite this, many subscribers choose not to post on it.

The question then arises:  Is the listserv necessary?  With the
rise of  social media sites such as Twitter, Facebook and
LinkedIn, listservs in general seem to be in decline.  I
presented this issue on the MAA listserv itself.  Somewhat
ironically, a flurry of  discussion ensued.  Most posters
expressed a desire to let matters stand.  Many commented
that they checked e-mail but did not participate in social
media sites, and several noted that such sites were blocked on
their workplace computers.  Those curious about social
media and the issues involved might wish to attend the Web
2.0 session at this year’s MAA annual meeting.  For the
nonce, I will restrict my attention to the matter at hand.

I believe that the MAA listserv remains a potentially effective
communication tool.  If  anyone reading this has not yet
subscribed, then please consider doing so.  An MAA listserv
subscription is free and gives you an immediate means of
reaching our state’s archival community.  If  you’d like to
subscribe, then please e-mail me at garrettr1@michigan.gov,
and I’ll be happy to arrange it.  I’m also available to answer
questions or address any concerns.  Subscribers should note
that any message posted to the listserv will be publicly
accessible, and our archives can be viewed at this url:

<http://lists.dhal.org/pipermail/maa-l/>  (The listserv
archives will soon be moved to a new server and likely
receive a new url in the process.  I’ll alert subscribers via the
listserv when this occurs.)

For our current MAA listserv subscribers, I simply remind
you that the listserv remains at your disposal.  Let our
members know what you’re doing.  Post about the projects in
which you’re involved and any events that your institution
has planned.  Such missives foster communication amongst
our professional community and provide free promotion to
boot.  With the MAA listserv, everyone’s a winner!
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 http://www.maasn.org

 

Dues Renewal Form
January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009/2010/2011

Dues
Professional: $20.00   Student/Retired: $15.00 (2009)
Two-year membership renewal: $35.00 (2009-2010)

Three-year membership renewal: $50.00 (2009-2011)
I would like to donate this additioinal amount towards the MAA Scholarship Fund $_____

Please help us keep our records up to date by completing or correcting the following information as
necessary. If  there are no changes, simply record your name and write “No Changes” on the form:

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________________

MAILING
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________________________

CITY:_____________________________________ STATE:________ ZIP:___________________________

WORK PHONE:____________________________ HOME PHONE:_______________________________

FAX:______________________________________ E-MAIL:______________________________________

INSTITUTIONAL
AFFILIATION:___________________________________________________________________________

AREAS OF
EXPERTISE:_____________________________________________________________________________

Membership begins on January 1st, and expires on December 31st.
Please make checks payable to the Michigan Archival Association.

Return completed form and your check for membership dues to:
Michigan Archival Association
c/o Kristen Chinery
Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
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Michigan Archival Association
c/o Kristen Chinery, Treasurer
Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Ave.
Detroit, MI 48202

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Photograph Sources
Page 1 – Top left & right: Marshall Historical Society; Top center: Archives of Michigan; Bottom
left & right: Marshall Area Chamber of Commerce; Bottom center: Schuler’s Restaurant
Page 3 – Brecque Keith
Page 4 – Susan Panak Page 5 – Jason Derryberry
Page 7 – Karen Jania Page 9 – Cranbrook Archives
Page 12 – Top left: Marshall Area Chamber of Commerce; Bottom left:  Starr Commonwealth;
Top right: Schuler’s Restaurant; Bottom right: Marshall Historical Society
Page 13 – From the Collections of The Henry Ford, ID 86.9.2.31 Detail
Page 14 – Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections
Page 15 – Helen Taylor, Archives of Michigan
Page 16 – Melinda McMartin Isler
Page 17 – Grand Valley State University,  Special Collections and University Archives
Page 18 – Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collection
Page 19 – Michigan Tech Archives <www.digarch.lib.mtu.edu>, MTU Neg 00028)
Page 21 – University of  Michigan Special Collections Library
Page 25 – Archives of  Michigan Page 26 – MAA Listserv

Calendar of Events
2009

April 2-3, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Society of  American Archivists
workshop, MARC According to DACS #0945, Roslyn Holdzkom
and Katherine M. Wisser, Instructors, Kent State University,
Kent, Ohio.  <http://saa.archivists.org/>

April 17-18, Local History Conference, Michigan in Perspective,
McGregor Conference Center, Wayne State University, Detroit,
Michigan.  See page 24 for description.  <www.hsmichigan.org>
800-692-1828.

April 30-May 2, Midwest Archives Conference, Spring 2009
Annual Meeting, St. Louis, Missouri. <http://
www.midwestarchives.org/>

May 1, The MayDay Project of  the Society of  American Archivists,
is a collaborative campaign to improve professionals’ readiness
to respond to disaster. The MayDay project encourages all
records and archives professionals to do something on May 1st
of  each year to help ensure that they are prepared to respond to
a disaster.   <http://saa.archivists.org/>

June 14-26, Western Archives Institute, 23rd Annual, University of
California - Berkeley, See page 23 for description.

<http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/level3_wai.html>
June 19,  Society of  American Archivists Workshop The Essentials

of  Digital Repositories #0963, Co-Sponsored by Michigan State
University Archives and Historical Collections, East Lansing,
Michigan.   <http://saa.archivists.org/>

June 19-25, University of  Wisconsin - Madison, 2nd Archives
Leadership Institute, Madison, Wisconsin.  See page 7 for
description. <http://www.slis.wisc.edu/continueed/archivesinst/>

June 24-26, Michigan Archival Association, Annual Meeting,
Marshall, Michigan. See pages 12-13 for description.

<http://www.maasn.org>
June 26-28, Historical Society of  Michigan, 60th Annual Upper

Peninsula History Conference, Newberry, Michigan.  See page 24 for
description.  <http://www.hsmichigan.org> 800-692-1828.

July 17, Society of  American Archivists Workshop Managing the
Digital University Desktop #0101, Co-Sponsored by Michigan State
University Archives and Historical Collections, East Lansing,
Michigan.  <http://saa.archivists.org/>

August 9–16, Society of  American Archivists and the Council of
State Archivists (CoSA), Joint Annual Meeting, Austin, Texas.
<http://saa.archivists.org/>

October 19-22, National Streams of  Language, Memory, and
Lifeways Conference for Tribal Archives, Libraries and Museums,
Portland, Oregon.  <www.tribalconference.org>


