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Speaking of Marquette—what an annual meeting it was to behold!  Great weather, great accommodations 
and food, and great people made this annual meeting my favorite so far.  Many thanks go out to local 
arrangements committee chair Marcus Robyns and the rest of the committee (Heidi Christein, Elizabeth 
Delene, Sandy Eklund, Carrie Fries, John Gibson, Meg Goodrich).  An equally large thank you goes out to 
Karen Jania and her program committee (Erik Nordberg, Rebecca Bizonet) for a program that was 
entertaining, educational, and just plain fun.  I also want to thank Mark Harvey for raising significant 
amounts of money to offset the cost of these conferences for our members.  It is a task no one relishes, but 
he seems to do very well at it nevertheless.  Lastly I want to extend a big THANK YOU to Cynthia Read-
Miller for providing the oversight that is needed to ensure a well-run conference.  Without this type of 
commitment by many people, our annual meetings would be daunting to a volunteer organization such as 
ours.  Please check out the comments and photographs concerning the meeting in this issue of Open Entry 
and see how much fun we really had. 
 
We also welcomed a new newsletter editor and two new members to the board, as well as electing a new 
vice-president and welcoming back another member.  Bonnie Walworth is the new editor of Open Entry, 
succeeding the innovative Bill Holleran at the post.  Bonnie will be working with past president Cynthia 
Read-Miller on making  Open Entry  better than ever.  John Gibson was elected to post of vice-president/ 
president elect and will serve in that capacity for two years.  Laura Mancini, one of two new board members, 
was elected secretary to fill the position vacated by Sandy Eklund, who will now devote her time to the 
coordination of the annual meeting.  One other new board member is William Lefevre (I call him Bill), and 
returning for another term will be Marcus Robyns.  Each of the board members will serve a three-year term.  
Now is also the time for you to consider running for a position on the board as two positions will be open 
at the next annual meeting.  If you would like to throw your hat into the ring (we do not use Florida election 
rules, personnel, or equipment), contact me and I will forward your name to the nominations committee. 
 
Now, on to the future as we begin planning for next year’s annual meeting to be held at Central Michigan 
University in Mt. Pleasant in June.  Frank Boles and the Clarke Library staff promise a great time in the 
“Mountain Town,” and we will be looking forward to building another great event for you, our 
membership.  Marian Matyn and William Lefevre have agreed to co-chair the programs and welcome any 
ideas you might have to offer. 
 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
MAA President 

President’s Column 
 

by Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
 
 
 
 
With this issue of Open Entry comes my first column as the 19th president of 
the Michigan Archival Association, an honor you kindly bestowed upon me 
last June in Marquette and one that will live with me for years to come (my 
parents thought it was pretty cool, too). 
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The Lone Arrangette: “Are we connected?” 
By Holly Teasdle, CA 
Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives 

When the question was posed if I would write 
this column in place of our esteemed Lone 
Arranger, Jr. (who couldn’t write as he has gotten 
too big for his britches since the annual meeting was 
in Marquette this summer), I thought, what do I 
have to say about being a Lone Arranger (or Lone 
Arrangette, as the case may be)?  As opposed to 
writing something concrete and useful, I started to 
wax philosophical instead…  Joan Krizack, 
president of the New England Archivists, our 
brethren in the East, discussed in her message from 
the president in the July 2002 NEA Newsletter how 
technology in the past 30 years has significantly 
changed our profession.  Along with changing what 
we do - we worry about what to put on our websites 
(and why does every friggin researcher think all of 
the collections should be/are digitized?!?), what 
databases we should implement and what to do 
about electronic records – we are also, Ms. Krizack 
points out, much less isolated and better connected 
with one another as professionals – especially in the 
case of the Lone Arranger.  Well, I certainly see her 
point about the ease of contact with email, the 
Archives and Archivists Listserv(s), and all the 
information about other archives that the Internet 
can provide – but does that make us more 
connected as a profession? 

When did we start referring to ourselves as lone 
arrangers?  Well, for at least 20 years – in 1983, SAA 
offered a session entitled “The Lone Arranger”.  
Yet, in the past 20 years we still seem to be 
discussing the same issues and dilemmas – despite 
the impact technology has had on our profession in 
the same amount of time.  We can certainly make 
contact with each other more easily as archivists in 
arms, but we still don’t seem to be connecting.  
Marcus talked about the “haves” and “have nots” of 
the archival world in a recent edition of Open Entry – 
the “haves” representing archival leadership who 
determine programming and set the bar for our 
profession, and the “have nots” representing us – 
the Lone Arrangers: frustrated and suffering from 
low self-esteem.  I will certainly not argue this point 
– there is truth in it.  Most journal articles and 
national conference presentations revolve around  
technology and programs that are out of reach for 

the small institution.  But the listservs and local 
association newsletters focus more on what 
smaller institutions can do and practical 
approaches to everyday issues.  But the gulf 
between the two groups is perpetuated by both 
sides.  Now granted, I’m the first one to feel the 
pang of guilt and envy when I watch a 
presentation or read an article of a “have”, and 
think – geez, why am I not doing that /I should be 
doing that/how in the hell do I do that?  But 
archivists in small institutions sometimes seem to 
revel in the fact that we are the underdogs: that we 
have to rough it out with little or no support staff, 
no funding, and few resources.   

Now before you start shooting off that hate 
mail to me for not being loyal to the cause, let me 
get to the point: we are not connected as a 
profession because we divide ourselves too much.  
We are also highly critical of each other and what 
each other does – why?  We are a relatively small 
profession of educated, dedicated, and skilled 
professionals – yet we are our worst enemies.  
Despite our numerous conferences, publications, 
websites, email addresses and listservs, we are still 
not connecting to one another as well as we 
should be.  We separate ourselves into 
certified/not-certified, MA in history/MLIS, 
bourgeois/peasant marching at the gate.  I’m 
certainly not saying I have the answer nor am I 
suggesting we start having group therapy sessions 
at conferences.  But we need to utilize the 
resources we do have to stop drawing lines in the 
proverbial sand and become more connected as a 
profession.  By necessity we separate into 
roundtables and groups by type of institution we 
work for or subject we collect – but what about a 
roundtable that talks about how our profession 
interacts?  Instead of playing the role of the 
underdog, we should be the grassroots movement 
of connectivity and professional understanding.   

There will always be the “haves” and “have 
nots”, but this should not be a qualifier of 
professional aptitude or  capability.    As Lone 
Arrangers and Arrangettes, we should  stop adding 
to the  division and start to play nice!  ϖ 
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Bentley Historical Library, 
The University of Michigan  
1150 Beal Avenue  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 
(313) 764-3482   FAX: (313) 936-1333 
http://www.umich.edu/~bhl/ 
Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
September to April: Sa, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 a.m. 
March to April: W 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
 
The Bentley Library Is Expanding!  

A long-awaited and much-needed expansion and 
renovation of the Bentley Historical Library is 
expected to begin early next year.  The $5.8 million 
project will be completed in twelve to eighteen 
months.  The Regents of the University approved the 
project at their January meeting.  Jickling, Lyman, and 
Powell, the architectural firm responsible for the 
original Bentley Library structure is designing the new 
addition.  While more than 36,000 square feet will be 
added for storage, office space and a new 
conservation lab, the addition will not change the 
character of the existing building or affect the library's 
popular garden.  Francis X. Blouin, director of the 
Bentley, noted that the addition was first proposed in 
1978 and that the new space, to be added in an area 
between the Bentley and the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Library, will allow the library to meet its 
storage needs for the next 25 years.  Blouin 
commented that "the new conservation work area will 
provide the library's conservators with many 
functional improvements over their current space, 
which will allow them to better serve the 
conservation and preservation needs of the libraries 
they serve (the Bentley, the Clements, the Law 
Library's Rare Book Room, and the U-M Library's 
Special Collections Library)."   The space currently 
occupied by Conservation will be used for flat storage 
of the library's growing collection of maps and 
architectural drawings.  Since the original building was 
built, the University Archives and Records Program 
has grown significantly as have our relationships with 
the schools, colleges, departments and the university's 
executive officers, who now routinely transfer their 
inactive records to the Bentley Library.  Because the 
university archives program was implemented after 
the original building was designed and built, the 
Bentley has never had adequate space for this 
functional responsibility. 

Special Projects 
 
NHPRC Archival Research Fellowship Awarded 

Nancy Deromedi was awarded a fellowship as part 
of the National Historical Publications Records 
Commission (NHPRC) Non-residential Archival 
Research Fellowship Program.  The research 
program, administered by representatives from the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Northeastern University, 
Schlesinger Library at the Radcliffe Institute, and 
WGBH Educational Foundation, is designed to 
advance both basic and applied research and to 
encourage broad participation in the research process.  
Nancy's research project is titled," Wired Faculty:  
Research to Assess the Archival Value of Faculty 
Websites to Document their Functions and Activities 
at the University of Michigan."  The findings from 
the year-long research project will be presented at a 
symposium in Boston on June 13, 2003. 
  
Enhancing Access to North American 
Archaeological Collections 

The National Endowment for the Humanities 
recently awarded a grant to the Bentley Library and 
University of Michigan Museum of Anthropology to 
organize, preserve, and describe records of several 
major anthropological and archaeological collections.  
The grant not only fosters new linkages between 
archivists and archaeologists, but also will enhance 
access to more than 400 linear feet of material 
spanning the period from 1880 to 1996.  The records 
document the contributions of several Michigan 
figures to the development of modern archaeology 
methods and theory in North America.  Central to 
the grant are the papers of James B. Griffin (1905-
1997) whose pioneering work in developing a ceramic 
repository helped transform American archaeology 
into a fully collaborative scientific discipline.  Griffin's 
papers also provide invaluable documentary evidence 
from numerous sites and excavations, many of which 
are no longer extant.  The papers of Melvin Gilmore 
(1868-1940) and Volney Jones (1903-1982) will also 
be processed during the grant period.  These 
collections detail the development and legitimization 
of enthnobotany and paleoethnobotany.  Curatorial 
records from several of the Museum of Anthropology 
ranges, detailing the beginnings of systematic 
archaeological study, comprise the remainder of the 
grant-focused activity. 

(Continued on page 6)

Michigan Collections
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Michigan Collections–Bentley Historical 
Library     (Continued from Page 5) 

 
Grant work commenced in Summer 2002 with 

Nancy Bartlett as project director, Brian Williams as 
project manager, and Christine Di Bella as project 
archivist.  In addition, Bill Wallach and several 
curators from the Museum of Anthropology will lend 
subject expertise and provide guidance to the project 
team by serving on an advisory committee for the 
duration of the project.  The grant enables an 
intensive 18-month period for the processing, 
description, and cataloging of these records.  The 
descriptive information will be widely disseminated as 
part of the efforts to enhance access to these 
important materials.  
 
International Activities 

The Bentley Historical Library sent an official 
delegation of four of its staff members to China this 
past June, as part of an ongoing series of exchanges 
with the State Archives Administration of China 
(SAAC).  The four staff members were Nancy 
Bartlett, Jim Craven, Nancy Deromedi, and Ann 
Flowers.  Their gracious and expert escort throughout 
China was Ms. Du Mei, of the Foreign Affairs 
Division of the SAAC.  At the invitation of the 
national archivist of China, Mr. Mao Fumin, the 
Bentley delegation visited Beijing, Guangxi, and 
Shanghai for a series of professional discussions with 
archivists and records managers.  At the beginning of 
the ten-day visit, the Bentley delegation presented 
four papers to an assembled group of archivists in the 
SAAC headquarters in Beijing.  The presentations, 
delivered with translation, addressed the topics of 
conservation, accountability and the archivist, 
microfilm and the preservation of non-print 
materials, and the EAD finding aid.  Jim Craven's 
paper concerning conservation work and teaching 
was particularly well received.  It will be published as 
one of the Bentley Historical Library's bulletins.  By 
the end of the year the paper will also be found on 
the Bentley's website.  Questions posed to the Bentley 
delegation throughout the trip included the legal 
admissibility of digitally-generated records, the role of 
the archivist in fundraising in the West, and the 
education of the archivist, especially in the area of 
digital records.  At every visit, the Chinese hosts 
exhibited tremendous hospitality, professionalism, 
and enthusiasm.  It is anticipated that the exchange 
will continue at least through 2009.  In June 2003, a 
delegation from China will visit the Bentley for three 

weeks of daily seminars and excursions.  The Bentley 
staff is grateful both for the hospitality received in 
China and for the hospitality of neighboring archives 
in Michigan who have so generously helped to 
welcome our Chinese visitors to our state. 
 
Farewells 

Two long-time staff members left the Bentley 
Library this summer for new opportunities.  Kathy 
Steiner left for Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield 
Village in July after more than six years at the Bentley 
Library.  She began work at the Bentley while a 
student at the School of Information.  In 1996 Kathy 
joined the professional staff with responsibilities in 
processing, cataloging, field, and digital technologies.  
She worked on numerous special projects such as 
processing the papers of architectural modernist 
William Muschenheim, the works of architectural 
photographer Balthazar Korab, and the plans and 
drawings of landscape architect Jens Jensen.  Kathy 
was a driving force in the development of the Bentley 
Library Image Bank 
http://images.umdl.umich.edu/cgi/i/image/image-
idx?c=bhl&page=index, an innovative online access 
system for digital images.  The Bentley Library will 
miss her skill, expertise, and dedication.  Heeding the 
advice of Horace Greeley, Kathy Marquis went west 
to Wyoming with her fiancée Mark Greene, leaving 
the Bentley Library in July.  Working in the reference 
department at the Bentley Library while earning her 
undergraduate degree in the 1970s, Kathy returned in 
1999 to serve as the head of the Reference and 
Access Division.  Kathy continued the tradition of 
developing new access tools and providing excellent 
reference service to library's patrons.  On August 17 
Kathy married Mark Greene in an intimate ceremony 
at his father's home in Boulder, Colorado.  The staff 
of the Bentley Library wishes them much happiness.  
Currently Karen Jania is serving as the interim Head 
of the Reference and Access Division. 
 
- Marilyn McNitt ϖ 
 
 

SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  DDAATTEE  
June 23–24, 2003 

45th Annual MAA Meeting 
Clarke Historical Library, CMU

Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 
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Michigan Collections  
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Cranbrook Archives 
Cranbrook Educational Community 
39221 Woodward Ave.   
P.O. Box 801 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303-0801 
(248) 645-3581   FAX: (248) 645-3029 
http://www.cranbrook.edu/archives 
Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
 
Staff News 

The archives has had several staff changes in the 
past six months.  Former archivists Amy Neuville and 
Laura Mancini took positions as Production Librarian 
at JSTOR and Supervisor of Public Services at 
Benson Ford Research Center respectively.  In July, 
the archives welcomed Archivist Leslie S. Edwards on 
staff.  Leslie comes to us from Oakland County 
Pioneer and Historical Society in Pontiac where she 
worked for three years as Administrative Director of 
the oldest county historical society in the state.  
There, she was responsible for collections 
management, research and reference service, exhibit 
research and design, newsletter publication, web 
design and management of a historic house museum.  
She obtained her MLIS and a Certificate of Archival 
Administration from Wayne State University in 
December 2000. 
 
Collections 

The Cranbrook Archives, housed in the former 
architectural studio of Henry Scripps Booth (built in 
1938) is currently undergoing a transition in 
collections storage.  The vault, which houses the bulk 
of our collections, has been reorganized, with 
collections now shelved thematically for easier 
retrieval.  Subject areas include the Cranbrook 
Schools (Cranbrook, Kingswood and Brookside), the 
Cranbrook Academy of Art, the Cranbrook Science 
Institute, Christ Church Cranbrook, the Cranbrook 
Architectural Office, and the Booth and Saarinen 
Family Papers.  An inventory has been taken of all 
manuscript collections, both in the vault and in off-
site storage.  Collections not frequently used have 
been moved to off-site storage to allow more room 
for incoming collections and processing work space, 
and finding aids are being updated to reflect changes. 

Volunteers are continuing to work on organizing 
and re-housing our vast collections of negatives, 
slides and photographs in acid-free enclosures.  

Examples include over 5,000 slides representing 30 
 years of Brookside School Cranbrook students and 
activities, as well as slides documenting recent 
Cranbrook Educational Community renovation and 
construction projects.  Negatives of photographs 
taken by early Cranbrook photographer, Harvey 
Croze, and of local photographer, Cindy Reno 
Waldek, have been processed and arranged for access.
 
Update 

Through the coordination of Director Mark Coir 
and the archives, $330,000 has been raised for 
restoration of the Rainbow Fountain on the grounds 
of Cranbrook.  The fountain was designed by George 
Gough Booth and built in 1916.  Its name is derived 
from the multi-colored Pewabic tile backsplash, as 
well as from the way the evening sun creates rainbow 
reflections with the water.  Restoration work will 
begin in the fall 2002 – the crumbling limestone will 
be replaced with granite – and be completed in the 
spring 2003. 

In August, Mark Coir spoke at the symposium 
“Structures of Our Time: 31 Buildings that Changed 
Modern Life” held in Minneapolis.  Mark and noted 
architect, Ralph Rapson, gave a presentation on “The 
Saarinens of Cranbrook” at Christ Church Lutheran, 
which was designed by Eliel and Eero Saarinen.  In 
1938, after graduating from the Architectural School 
at the University of Michigan, Rapson received a two-
year Booth fellowship to study regional and city 
planning with Eliel Saarinen at Cranbrook Academy 
of Art, and made his first contributions to American 
modernism while studying here.  He went on to 
design nine U.S. embassy projects in postwar Europe, 
and in 1954, assumed leadership of the University of 
Minnesota’s School of Architecture.  Discussions are 
currently underway with Mr. Rapson regarding the 
donation of his pre-1954 materials to the Cranbrook 
Archives. 

In October, archivist Leslie S. Edwards will be 
speaking at the Midwest Archives Conference in 
Rapid City, South Dakota.  The panel discussion is 
titled “Archives and the Built Environment” and will 
explore how the use of archival collections can lead to 
a better understanding of buildings, monuments and 
significant social and cultural places.  Architectural 
records, including horticulture and landscape 
architecture, are one of the most significant 
collections at the Cranbrook Archives, and are used 
by historians, architects, university students and 
Cranbrook campus planners. 
 
Leslie S. Edwards ϖ 
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Detroit Institute of Arts 
Detroit Institute of Arts Research Library and 
Archives 
5200 Woodward Avenue 
Detroit, MI  48202 
http://www.dia.org 
Hours: Research Library: M-F by appointment only, 
call Maria Harris at (313) 833-3460 
        Archives: M-F by appointment only, call 
Deborah Rice at (313) 833-7926 
 

The Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) Research 
Library and Archives is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Deborah Rice to the position of 
Archivist.  Ms. Rice recently received her Master of 
Library and Information Science and Graduate 
Certificate in Archival Administration from Wayne 
State University.  Ms. Rice had been an intern at the 
research library and archives the previous year.  

This marks the first time since 1991 that the DIA 
has had an archivist on staff.  The task of automating 
archival procedures and the recommencement of 
collection processing has begun in earnest.  Ms. Rice 
is undertaking the processing and preservation of 
some of the archives’ special collections that are in 
danger of deterioration.  Projects include the 
administration of a large collection of original 
architectural blueprints documenting construction at 
the DIA from its inception, as well as coordinating 
the digitization of important audiotapes from lectures 
and programs at the DIA from the 1970s to the 
present.  Along with these projects, plans to utilize 
new and current technologies to increase access to 
the collections are in progress, with the aim to make 
more information available on the DIA website:  
http://www.dia.org. 
 
Contact information: 
Deborah Rice, Archivist 
The Detroit Institute of Arts Research Library & 
Archives 
5200 Woodward Avenue 
Detroit, MI  48202 
(313) 833-7926 
Email: drice@dia.org 
 
Maria Harris ϖ 
 
 

The Grand Rapids History & 
Special Collections Center 
Grand Rapids Public Library 
111 Library St., N.E.  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
(616) 988-5402 Ext. 5496 ■   
FAX: (616) 988-5402 Ext. 5445 
E-mail address- localhis@grpl.org 
Hours: M-Th 9 a.m.-9 p.m. F-Sa 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  
 

Departmental Changes 
Gordon Olson officially retired as Grand Rapids 

City Historian at the end of June 2002.  However, he is 
continuing to work part-time, under a one-year contract, 
to finish some of the history projects already in process.  
These include a booklet on the history of the Grand 
Rapids Public Library (GRPL), scheduled to be available 
for the Library’s reopening in the newly renovated 
facilities.  Archivist Rebecca Mayne is currently Acting 
Supervisor of the Department. 

Changes, Changes 
Gordon Olson retired after nearly 30 years, with 

most of that time spent as City Historian, following an 
initial position at the Grand Rapids Public Museum.  
The Department is now reporting to William Baldridge, 
Library Manager for Information & Support Services, in 
the GRPL Administrative Offices. 

The Department, formerly known as “Local 
History”, or even earlier as the “Michigan Room”, is 
now called the “Grand Rapids History & Special 
Collections Center”. 

In addition to the Local History Reference 
Collection, and the Archives, which previously formed 
the core of the collection, two new collections are 
included in this unit.  These collections are national in 
scope, and are the Rare Book Collection and the 
Furniture Design Collection.  These new collections 
each have a tower room in the new facilities on the 
departmental floor.  

Departmental policies and procedures are being 
reviewed, and some changes may be made to bring 
consistency with other Main Library public service units.
 
The MOVE 

The return move to the renovated library at 111 
Library St. is now expected to take place around  
March 2003.  The new library’s main entrance will again 
be on Library St. across from Veterans Park, as it was in 
1904, as the Ryerson Library Building.  The Grand  

(Continued on page 9)
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Michigan Collections – Grand Rapids Public 
Library     (Continued from page 8) 
 
Rapids History & Special Collections Center will be 
located on the 3rd floor of what was the later building 
addition.  Much of the Ryerson Building structure is the 
same, with some areas restored to their original look.  
The 1967 addition was gutted, however, and has a new 
skin, and thus a new look inside & out.  Some images of 
the new Library in construction are available on the 
Library’s web site at http://www.grpl.org.  Although 
we archivists often prefer the dark, the archivist’s office 
area and archival work area are slated to be in one of 
those corner window spaces, and the archival storage 
area will have a long window wall.  

GRPL is anticipating a possible MAA Grand Rapids 
Annual Meeting in the near future, and looks forward to 
showing off its new facility to visiting archivists at that 
time. 
 
Departmental Web Site 

The Grand Rapids History & Special Collections 
Center has a new web site in development, which is 
beginning to have a more balanced representation of the 
Department’s collections.  The address is 

http://www.grpl.org/coll/grhsty_spcoll/index.html 

Finding Aids are beginning to come online for the 
archival collections, as the archivist has time to edit 
these for online publication.  The finding aids are simply 
PDF files for the present.  But, there is an expectation 
that an EAD finding aid  project  may  be  possible in 
the future. 

Rebecca Mayne ϖ 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry Ford Museum & 
Greenfield Village 
Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard 
P.O. Box 1970 
Dearborn, MI 48121-1970 
313-982-6070  FAX:  313-982-6244 
E-Mail:  rescntr@hfmgv.org 
Web:  www.hfmgv.org 
Reading Room Hours:  M-F,  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village, 
founded in 1929 by Henry Ford, is a private, not for 
profit educational institution (independent of both 
Ford Motor Company and the Ford Foundation).  
The Reading Room, which serves as the focus for 
research into the collections of the museum and 
village, is located in the new Benson Ford Research 
Center situated between the twelve-acre museum and 
81-acre village. 
 
Collections 

The collections consist of over one million three-
dimensional objects and more than twenty-five 
million paper items.  These collections document 
American history from European settlement to the 
present, illustrating the American transition from a 
rural agricultural society to an urban industrial one 
with special emphasis on innovation and 
resourcefulness. 

The holdings of the Research Center reflect and 
support the expansive museum collection with 
particular emphasis on American industrial 
development and innovation.  The collections include 
33,000 books, 128,000 periodicals, 1 million 
photographs, and a large amount of paper ephemera 
such as trade literature, circus, World War I and 
world’s fair posters, lithographs, travel literature, 
sheet music, greeting cards, calendars, postcards and 
broadsides.  The archival collections include records 
of the Ford Motor Company and the papers of its 
founder Henry Ford and other Ford Family members 
as well as over 470,000 photographs documenting the 
history of the company and its founder.  Other 
collections include correspondence and photographs 
relating to Thomas Edison, papers relating to the 
Wright Brothers and their famous flight in 1903, an 
extensive collection of automotive sales literature and 
service manuals documenting most American 
automobiles from 1896 to the present, papers from 
industrial designers like Mel Boldt and design 
companies like Herman Miller, and the business 
records of the Stickley Furniture Company, and the 
Boston and Sandwich Glass Company among others. 
 
New Collections 

We have acquired several new collections over the 
past year.  The most recent is from the noted 
industrial designer Walter Dorwin Teague, Jr. and 
includes papers on projects as diverse as ski poles and 
energy efficient houses.  The A.B.Dick Company 
from Chicago (one of the premier developers of  

(Continued on page 10)
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Michigan Collections – Henry Ford Museum
(Continued from page 9) 
 
office equipment) has also begun to donate company 
records that go back to the company’s founding and 
early partnership with Thomas Edison in creating one 
of the earliest and most successful duplicating 
machines.  And finally, we have acquired in 
conjunction with the bus on which Rosa Parks 
refused to give up her seat in 1955, several 
scrapbooks which help document the authenticity of 
the bus but also present a fascinating picture of the 
reaction of newspapers throughout the south to the 
winds of social change beginning to sweep through 
the country.  I found it exciting and harrowing to read 
the accounts of protest and violent reaction that 
Parks’ stand provoked on both sides of the color line.

Our New Home 
We have now spent ten months in our new 

home in the Benson Ford Research Center and the 
adjustment has been relatively mild.  Oh sure, I still 
need to plan every trip to a colleague’s office, the 
stacks and even the restroom because the old familiar 
paths are gone.  And I still find all manor of lost souls 
wandering the halls trying to find their way out but 
I’m used to that.  Then, when we finally have a simple 
way to reach the building by entering through 
Greenfield Village’s front gate, the Village is closed, 
fences erected and the process of way finding starts 
again.  But I am told that the underground restoration 
project of the Village is a critical undertaking, so I’ll 
just make do until the end of next May.  I do miss the 
old basketball court which had been home to the 
archives for twenty years or so but when I consider 
the old air conditioning system that substituted for an 
HVAC, the crowded processing area, the small office 
that only one person could inhabit at a time (though I 
do miss Jeanine Head Miller’s puppet shows staged 
over the partition wall, but that’s another story), the 
small reading room and the cramped shelves in the 
library and archives stacks, my nostalgia quickly melts 
away and I am quite happy. 

The archival storage area has 4.7 miles of 
shelving on three floors covering 25,260 sq. ft., the 
library has 5,070 sq. ft. of storage and we have proper 
cool storage for film and photographic negatives of 
2,130 sq. ft.  When people set out to walk to the far 
end, we suggest they take a water bottle with them 
and I think I’ve lost 3 to 5 pounds just chasing 
collections.  Our move went very smoothly and so 
far, we haven’t lost a collection, though we did 
misplace a few but never for more than a few hours. 

Staff 
More space also means more stuff to process 

from Ford Motor Company and an increased demand 
for research into their new and previously donated 
records.  Thanks to the collaborative relationship 
between the museum and the company, we have 
received funding for additional staff.  We are happy 
to welcome to our world of reference and processing: 
Carol Whittaker and John Bowen from the University 
of Michigan, Peter Kalinski from Wayne State 
University, Laura Mancini from the Cranbrook 
Archives, Kathy Steiner from the Bentley Historical 
Library, and Melissa Janz Barbey from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society.  Linda Skolarus, our long-time 
reference point person has also joined the Ford 
project team.  While everyone on the team handles 
reference and research questions, Laura is the 
supervisor of public services and Kathy is the lead 
processor for the Ford material. 

Additional new Research Center staff includes 
Stephanie Chontos, Jessica Lehr, Jim Orr and Lori 
Muck.  Stephanie is from Eastern Illinois University 
and is the Automobile in American Life & Society 
research specialist working on a grant from the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn to help develop a 
website devoted to the impact of the automobile on 
American culture.  Jessica is from the University of 
Michigan and is the Historical Resources digital 
manager working to create a web presence for the 
Research Center and provide increased quantity and 
quality information to the public and staff about the 
museum’s large collections of objects and archives.  
Jim, formerly one of our stack assistants, has taken on 
the job of image services coordinator.  Lori, from 
Wayne State University, is our new stack assistant as 
she works to complete her degree in the university’s 
library program. 

As new projects start, old projects end and we 
were sad to say goodbye to Romie Minor, Alene 
Soloway and Andrea Gietzen who worked on the 
Ford Historical Records cataloging project which 
ended in 2002.  We wish them the very best in their 
new pursuits. 

This summer we bid a fond farewell to Mark 
Greene, our head of research center programs, who 
has taken the position of director for the American 
Heritage Center at the University of Wyoming in 
Laramie.  We are grateful for his guidance and 
creativity during the critical process of birthing our 
new Benson Ford Research Center building.  We miss 
him greatly but know he’ll do a wonderful job in his 
new home, “Somewhere West of Laramie.” 
 
Terry Hoover ϖ 



Open Entry   Fall 2002   11 

Michigan Collections 
(Continued from page 10) 
 

Kalamazoo Air Zoo 
Kalamazoo Aviation History Museum  
3101 E. Milham Road 
Kalamazoo, MI 49002-1700 
(269) 382-6555   FAX: (269)382-1813 
bpainter@airzoo.org 
 
Joins Library of Congress to 
Document Oral Histories 

The Kalamazoo Air Zoo has become an official 
partner of the Veterans History Project, headed by 
the American Folklife Center at the Library of 
Congress.  The American Folklife Center collects and 
preserves audio and video taped oral histories, along 
with  documentary  materials  such  as  letters,  
diaries, maps, photographs and home movies of 
America’s war veterans and  those who served in 
support of them.  

The Veterans History Project covers World War I, 
World War II, and the Korean, Vietnam and Persian 
Gulf wars.  It includes all participants of those wars: 
men and women, civilian and military.  It documents 
the contributions of civilian volunteers, support staff, 
and war industry workers as well as the experiences of 
the military personnel from all ranks and all branches 
of service:  the Air Force,  Army,  Navy,  Marine 
Corps  as well as the  U.S. Coast  Guard and 
Merchant Marines.  

As a partner, the Air Zoo will provide the Library 
of Congress with copies of all Oral Histories that 
have been recorded for placement in the American 
Folklife Center in Washington, D.C.  In addition all 
histories will be listed in the Veteran’s History Project 
online catalog.  Persons interested in telling their 
stories for the Oral History Program should contact 
Jerry Pahl, Air Zoo Education Director at 
269.382.6555 or jpahl@airzoo.org  
 
Kalamazoo Air Zoo Partners with 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College

The Kalamazoo Air Zoo, with its stable of vintage 
airplanes and warbirds, will be teaching Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College’s (KVCC) two flight-
training courses beginning this fall.  

“We see the museum’s involvement as a plus for 
pilot-training aspirants because of the atmosphere of 
the facility and expertise of the staff,” said KVCC 
training coordinator Ron Campbell.  “Part of the 
instruction that our two courses offer is the 

identification of various aircraft components and 
systems to help students understand the effects of 
pilots on aircraft controls and control surfaces.” 

“Ordinarily,” said Campbell, who is based at 
KVCC’s Arcadia Commons Campus in downtown 
Kalamazoo, “this is done through diagrams, 
photographs or drawings.  Since the new classroom 
site is immediately adjacent to the museum’s 
maintenance and rehabilitation facility, new aviation 
students will have the opportunity to carefully 
examine whole and partially assembled aircraft and 
component assemblies.” 

“All of the museum’s famous operational warbirds 
are serviced in this facility,” he said, “and there is 
always a rehabilitation project under way.”  KVCC 
offers a pair of three-credit courses in this field – 
“Private Pilot Ground School” and “Instrument and 
Commercial Pilot Ground School.”  Actual flight 
instructions are not part of either course.  
The introductory course provides 48 hours of 
ground-school training for students who must pass 
the Federal Aviation Administration’s written 
examination that is the first step toward receiving a 
private pilot’s license.  The second course offers 
another 48 hours of ground-school training.  This is 
designed for students who want to pass the FAA’s 
written exam for instrument pilots.  A license as a 
private pilot is a prerequisite.  

While details, dates and times are still being 
worked out, KVCC has traditionally offered two of 
the introductory courses during the fall semester and 
two during the winter semester.  The course for 
instrument  and commercial  pilots is  part of the 
winter  schedule.  The fee of $125 is due the first 
night of class.  

The Kalamazoo Air Zoo’s training and aircraft-
maintenance facility where the courses will be taught 
is located at 5825 Willoughby Drive, a short access 
road off the eastern extension of Milham Road, near 
the Portage Road intersection.  “An environment of 
flight,” Campbell said, “is enhanced by the classroom 
itself that houses a rebuilt Piper Cub, an impressive 
collection of prints of combat aircraft from a private 
collection, and aviation memorabilia.  Students will 
benefit from an ample inventory of teaching aids such 
as those that demonstrate the principles of lift and 
airflow over various aircraft-control surfaces.” 

Known for its collection of historic airplanes, and 
its aircraft-restoration department, the museum also 
conducts classes for junior and senior high school 
students as part of the Education for Employment 
consortium.  This program, focusing on vocational 
opportunities in the aviation industry, provides  

(Continued on page 15)
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ANNUAL MEETING, June 27-28, 2002 
Keynote Speaker 

                   President’s Farewell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sessions at The Peter White Library 
                   Lunches at The Landmark Inn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Conferring with Colleagues 
The Door Prizes 
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ANNUAL MEETING, June 27-28, 2002 
 

Iron Industry Museum 
                    Central Upper Peninsula & NMU Archives Tour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fort Michilimackinac 
                   Iron Industry Museum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Euchre on the Bus 
                   Lunch at the Fort 
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Marquette Annual Meeting a Success 
By Karen Jania 
Chair, 2002 Conference Program Committee 

June 27-28, 2002, marked the 44th annual 
MAA meeting.  This year, the meeting was in 
Marquette, with sessions held at the newly 
refurbished Peter White Library.  For those with 
a more adventurous spirit, the festivities began 
on the bus ride, which commenced on 
Wednesday; the bus ride included videos on 
Holland, Michigan, Pleasantville and probably too 
many Twilight Zones, oh well.  Euchre kept the 
passengers in the rear to a dull roar. 

After checking in at the Landmark Inn, the 
weary travelers found a local restaurant with 
good food just down the block.  The Gibson’s 
very  generously opened their  room up for 
drinks afterward. 

On Thursday the morning began with a great 
breakfast on the lower level of the Landmark 
Inn.  The first session began across the street in 
the Peter White Library at 10:00 with a talk on 
small archives, addressing fundamental policies 
such as, donor agreements, researcher 
registration, and staff policies, etc.  The other 
session  was about three oral history projects  
that are currently  being undertaken  in the 
Upper Peninsula.  

Following these sessions was the business 
meeting where Geoff Reynolds began his term as 
our new president and John Gibson was elected 
the new vice-president/president elect.  Many 
door prizes were given away in addition to the 
grand  prize of a  free  weekend  at The 
Landmark Inn. 

Afternoon continued with sessions on the 
1996 NHPRC Regrant program and its impact 
on the Upper Peninsula and the management of 
digital imaging projects at various repositories.  
Following these two sessions was the plenary talk 
“The Machine in the Snowy Garden: Industry in 
the Upper Peninsula.”  This talk was held at the 
Iron Industry Museum in Negaunee, about a 30-
minute bus ride from Marquette.  Following the 
fascinating talks by Len Coombs, Patrick Martin 
and Erik Nordberg, attendees were able to tour 
the museum at their own pace.  Again, Michigan 
archivists were let loose on the delightful town of 

Marquette to find dinner. 
Friday morning there were tours of the 

Marquette Maritime Museum, the Marquette 
County Historical Museum and an historical 
walking tour of the town.  Following this 
wonderful get acquainted time with Marquette 
were sessions on Lore of the North by Fred 
Rydholm  and  an  educational  session  on  
digital  vs.  microfilming  preservation  for 
archival materials. 

Professor Russell Magnaghi was the keynote 
speaker at lunch on Friday.  Professor Magnaghi 
gave a very interesting talk about his experiences 
of  researching  Upper  Peninsula  history. 
Following the keynote speaker was a session on 
the cooperation and collaboration for museums 
and small archives.  For those who couldn’t sit 
still, there was a tour given by Marcus Robyns 
(our local arrangements guru) of the Central 
Upper Peninsula and Northern Michigan 
University Archives.  All of this was followed by 
an ice cream social (this was my one chance to 
hit the local used bookstores in town). 

The conference was a great success.  We had 
more people attend than expected, Marquette 
was an incredible town to visit, the weather was 
great, and the sessions were incredible.  Everyone 
who attended had a great time (and probably 
spent their summer vacation up there as well).  
To all of those who participated in the event, 
thank you very much!!  A big round of applause 
goes to Marcus Robyns and Erik Nordberg for 
all of their hard work in coordinating this 
conference.  There was much talk about going 
back to the UP in the not too distant future.   
The bus ride home had better videos! ϖ 

 
MAA Meeting at CMU 

June 23-24, 2003 
If you would like to help plan the program for the next 
MAA meeting in Mt. Pleasant, please contact one of the 
program committee co-chairs: Marian Matyn (989-774-
3990 or marian.matyn@cmich.edu); William LeFevre 
(313-577-2789 or William.LeFevre@wayne.edu). 
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Michigan Collections – Kalamazoo Air Zoo  
(Continued from page 11) 
 
instructions in aircraft maintenance, ground-school 
training for pilots similar to the KVCC courses, and 
instruction in airport operations.  The seniors are also 
provided related job-shadowing opportunities with 
local employers.  
 
William E. Painter ϖ 
 
 
 

Michigan State University 
Archives and Historical 
Collections 
101 Conrad Hall 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327 
(517) 355-2330  ■  FAX (517) 353-9319 
http://www.msu.edu/unit/msuarhc/ 
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.; 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

The Michigan Government Television (MGTV) 
archives are located at the University Archives and 
Historical Collections, Michigan State University.  The 
previous issue of Open Entry erroneously listed it under 
the State Archives of Michigan. 

The Archives has recently completed its search for 
the open position of Archivist I.  Ms. Portia Vescio, 
currently an archivist at the Rio Grande Historical 
Collections, New Mexico State University has accepted 
the position.  She will start her tenure at Michigan State 
University on Nov. 4, 2002. 

A new position of Assistant Archivist has been 
created at the University Archives and Historical 
Collections through a restructuring of the unit.  Ms. 
Sarah Roberts, currently at the Wisconsin State 
Archives, has recently been appointed to the position, 
effective Oct. 7, 2002. 

Fred Honhart, Director, will be attending a 
Planning meeting of the International Council of 
Archives/Universities and Research Institution 
Archives Section steering committee in Paris this 
November.  The meeting will focus on the next four 
years and the goals and objectives of the Section.  The 
2005 meeting is currently set to be held at Michigan 
State University. 
 
Whitney Miller ϖ 
 
 

The Leonard N. Simons 
Jewish Community Archives 
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit 
6735 Telegraph Rd. 
P.O. Box 2030 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303-2030 
(248) 642-4260 
HeidiC@jfmd.org 
 

The Leonard N. Simons Jewish Community 
Archives would like to announce the acquisition of 
two new collections. 

The first is the Greater Detroit Chapter of 
Hadassh--The Women's Zionist Organization of 
America.  The other is the Michigan Jewish AIDS 
Coalition/MJAC--a group that works on activities 
related to AIDS/HIV education and outreach, and 
facilitates community education about homosexuality. 

The Archives is also involved in working on a 
permanent exhibit on Michigan Jews who served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces.  The exhibit will highlight 
Jews who served in conflicts from the Civil War to 
Operation Desert Storm.  The expected opening of 
the exhibit will be Memorial Day, 2003, at the Jewish 
Community Center in West Bloomfield, MI.  A 
feature of the exhibit will be the Congressional Medal 
of Honor  and  Presidential Citation awarded to 2nd 
Lt. Raymond Zussman of Hamtramck, the only 
Jewish soldier from Michigan awarded the Medal in 
World War II. 
Heidi Christein ϖ 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
2nd Lt. Raymond 
Zussman, serving 
in North Africa, 
the only Jewish 
soldier from 
Michigan awarded 
the Congressional 
Medal of Honor  
in World War II. 
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the document can be recorded.  Once a variety of  
data have been entered, patrons can search by name 
to find all of the documents a person can be found 
within.   This will eventually replace the analytical 
card catalog.  

An additional data entry project currently 
underway also involves data entry into Clooz.  This 
project is to document all of the buildings in 
Plymouth, by address.  One of our most frequent 
research requests is for information about a historic 
house or building and we are now attempting to bring 
together  all  of  the  information  we  have  on  
specific addresses. 

In July, Plymouth’s First Century: Innovators and 
Industries, by Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens, was published 
by Arcadia Publishing Company.  The book has been 
an instant hit in Plymouth and will bring in some 
unbudgeted monetary rewards for the Society.  Liz 
donated her services so the Society will receive all of 
the royalties.  In preparation for this book, Liz 
scanned hundreds of Plymouth photos and added 
them to PastPerfect, in an attempt to retrofit the 
accessions from years ago.  She continues to scan 
photos in preparation for another, similar book by 
the same publisher. 
 
Elizabeth Kelley Kerstens ϖ 
 
 

Rabbi Leo M. Franklin 
Archives 
7400 Telegraph Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 
(248) 851-1100 Ext. 3137  ■  Fax: (248) 851-1187 
http://tbeonline.org/Rfranklinarchive1 
 

Temple Beth El likely taken shortly after 
construction in 1970s. 

 
(Continued on page 17)

Michigan Collections 
(Continued from page 15) 
 

Plymouth Historical Museum
155 South Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
(734) 455-8940    FAX (734) 455-7797 
http://www.plymouth.lib.mi.us/~history/ 
 

The Plymouth Historical Museum reopened to the 
public in July 2001 after adding a 10,000 square-foot, 
$1 million addition to its existing 16,000 square feet 
of museum, archives, and meeting space.  In February 
2002, the Museum dedicated the Lincoln Room and 
the Dr. Weldon Petz “Images of Lincoln” collection.  
The Petz collection was purchased by the Plymouth 
Historical Society, and the expansion was planned to 
accommodate this large collection.  

In addition to the wonderful assortment of one-
of-a-kind Lincoln artifacts, the collection contains an 
extensive body of research material for Lincoln 
historians.  When the entire collection is brought into 
the Archives, there will be about 500 books, 800 
pamphlets, and thousands of subject-divided clip files 
and photographs.  This material is housed in the new 
climate-controlled, spacious archives and can be 
accessed through the new, adjacent Research Center. 

The Archives is run by volunteer Elizabeth Kelley 
Kerstens, a professional genealogist, author, and 
software designer.  Archives volunteers are actively 
documenting the collection using an assortment of 
tools.  All accessions are entered into PastPerfect 
Museum software.  This is an overwhelming task that 
began several years ago, requiring many hours of data 
input to get the collection up-to-date (we’re not there 
yet).  This software is now on a network available at 
several stations throughout the Museum, including 
the Research Center and Archives.  Patrons can 
search the collection using this software and with 
assistance of Museum staff.  This will eventually 
supercede the need for the physical card catalog. 

One of the strengths of the Archives’ collections 
is its genealogy donations, as well as vital records 
donated by the City of Plymouth and local funeral 
homes.  Using these records, volunteers are entering 
data into two different genealogical programs: Legacy 
Family Tree and Clooz®.  Legacy is a full-featured 
family history program that will eventually allow us to 
“genealogize” Plymouth by connecting its forebears 
to current residents.  Clooz is a document-based 
program in which individual documents are entered, 
and the people in the documents are linked to these 
documents.  All of the details about each person in 
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property inventories.  Department of Natural 
Resources and Department of Conservation records 
are currently being cataloged.  The contract with 
OCLC  Techpro  will  be  renewed  for  the  next 
fiscal year. 

The State Archives completed a major reappraisal 
project in July.  The forty-one month project involved 
the analysis of over 13,000 boxes.  Records 
determined to lack archival value were deaccessioned 
and scheduled for destruction. 

The State Archives deposited the Cleveland Cliffs 
Iron Company Records in the Central Upper 
Peninsula Archives at Northern Michigan University.  
The State Archives is pleased to have these materials 
more readily available to Upper Peninsula researchers.

NHPRC awarded a two-year grant to the State 
Archives and the San Diego Supercomputer Center.  
The two will jointly develop a methodology for 
permanently preserving electronic records stored in a 
records management application.  The “PERM 
Project” officially began on July 1. 
 
Staff 

Dave Johnson, State Archivist, spoke at the 2001 
Governmental Accounting Seminar for Local Health 
Departments at Mt. Pleasant on Sept. 14, 2002.  His 
address concerned the use of retention and disposal 
schedules as records management tools  

Caryn Wojcik, States Records Archivist, gave a 
presentation to the Law Enforcement Records 
Management Association in Farmington Hills, 
Michigan on Nov. 9, 2001.  The presentation 
concerned imaging and microfilm usage. 
 Mark Harvey, Reference Archivist, and Dave 
Johnson gave presentations for the Abrams 
Foundation-funded Genealogical Series.  On Dec. 1, 
2001, Mark spoke about the military records housed 
in the State Archives.  On Feb. 9, 2002, Dave 
provided an overview of the State Archives’ 
genealogical sources. 

Dave Johnson and Caryn Wojcik spoke at the 
Michigan Municipal Clerks Institute on Dec. 5, 2001.  
Dave provided an overview of the management and 
preservation of local government records, while 
Caryn discussed the management and preservation of 
electronic records. 

Bob Garrett, Processing Archivist, wrote a 
Michigan History magazine article on 19th century log 
marks.  The article, “Bringing Order to Chaos,” 
appeared in the March/April 2002 issue.  Dave 
Johnson wrote an article “A Primer for Township 
Records Management” and Caryn Wojcik wrote 
“Managing Electronic Records” for the July 2002 
issue of Michigan Township News. 

(Continued on page 18)

Michigan Collections - Rabbi Leo M. 
Franklin Archives  (Continued from page 16) 
 
The Franklin Archives is pleased to announce the 
launching of its new website.  This new website 
allows researchers to search the collections available 
for research.  The website also has special exhibits, 
currently featuring the Religious Textile Collection. 
The website was designed by practicum student 
Deborah Rice, who is now Archivist at the Detroit 
Institute Arts Research Library and Archives.    
http://tbeonline.org/Rfranklinarchive1/index.htm 
 
Holly Teasdle ϖ 
 
 
 

State Archives of Michigan 
Michigan Library and Historical Center 
717 W. Allegan Street 
P. O. Box 30740  
Lansing, MI 48909-8240  
Telephone: (517) 373-1408  
FAX: (517) 241-1658  
http://www.michiganhistory.org/archive/ 
Hours M-F 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Projects and Events 

The Friends of Michigan History granted the State 
Archives $1,000 to conserve rare maps of archival 
value.  Helen Taylor, Processing Archivist, selected 
three such maps in great need of attention.  These 
were delivered to Jim Craven, Conservator at the 
University of Michigan’s Bentley Historical Library. 

Each year, on History and Culture Day of 
Michigan Week, the State Archives features the 
“Documentary Treasures” Exhibit in its Reading 
Room.  The exhibit highlights original papers, 
photographs, maps and architectural drawings from 
the State Archives holdings.  This year’s exhibit was 
displayed on May 23rd.  The themes were “Tourism, 
Military and Rare Photographs.”  Showcased 
documents included former state constitutions, Civil 
War letters and diaries, and photos of the Mackinac 
Bridge construction and early 20th century state parks.  
Mark Harvey, Reference Archivist, and Charles 
Cusack, Reference Technician, selected the 
documents and prepared exhibit labels. 

The State Archives has contracted with OCLC 
Techpro to create MARC records of its archives 
collections.  Mary Zimmeth, Head of Processing, 
oversees the project.  MARC records were recently 
completed for Michigan Military Establishment and 
Military Affairs collections and for 1930s rural 



18   Open Entry  Fall 2002 

Michigan Collections – State Archives of 
Michigan   (Continued from page 17) 
 

Dave Johnson and Caryn Wojcik attended the 
National Association of Government Archivists and 
Records Administrators annual meeting in Denver, 
Colorado, July 10-13, 2002.  Caryn will serve a second 
two-year term as the chair of the NAGARA 
Committee on Electronic Records and Information 
Systems (CERIS). 

Dave Johnson, Mark Harvey and Bob Garrett 
attended the Michigan Archival Association’s annual 
meeting in Marquette, held June 27-28.  Dave 
Johnson presented a paper at the session entitled 
“Sharing the Records:  The 1996 NHPRC Regrant 
Program and Its Impact on Small Upper Peninsula 
Repositories.”  His paper was entitled “Taking Care 
of Michigan’s Documentary Records.”  He reviewed 
the regrant program and plans to address preservation 
and use issues for historical organizations not staffed 
by trained archivists.  Mark Harvey chaired a session 
entitled “Gone Missing, Gone Fishing:  Lighthouses 
and Lore of the North.” 

Mark Harvey attended the MAA wrap-up meeting 
in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan on July 17, 2002.  He was 
appointed the new MAA Webmaster effective 
October 2002.  He replaces Caryn Wojcik, who has 
served as the MAA Webmaster since its inception in 
November 1998. 
 
Robert Garrett ϖ 
 
 
 

Van Buren District Library 
Local History Collection 
200 North Phelps Street 
Decatur, MI 49045 
(616) 423-4771 
http://cwic1.jackson.lib.mi.us/van/vanburen.htm 
 

The Van Buren District Library Local History 
Collection is housed at the district headquarters at 
Webster Memorial Library in Decatur.  The collection 
is regional in nature, encompassing the Michigan 
counties of Allegan, Berrien, Cass, Kalamazoo, Van 
Buren and some St. Joseph.  There is also a strong 
collection of general Michigan materials as well as 
general and New England genealogy.  Materials 
include books, manuscripts, photographs, periodicals, 
microfilm, CD-Rom, and audiovisual materials. 

The Van Buren Regional Genealogical Society 
(VBRGS) also houses their collection of books, 
periodicals, manuscripts, photographs, and special 

collections in the Local History Collection which 
accounts for about one-third of the materials.  In 
addition to the donation of funds toward the 
purchase of special equipment, VBRGS provides in 
excess of 500 volunteer hours per year. 

There are many special collections housed within 
the Local History Collection.  One of the most widely 
known is the Bess Britton Michigan One-Room 
Schoolhouse Collection.  This collection features 
information on about 2,100 Michigan one-room 
schools and contains photographs, personal 
reminiscences, biographies, report cards, teacher 
certificates, newspaper and magazine items, and much 
more.  The library welcomes any information 
about Michigan's rural schoolhouses, in copied or 
original form.  Materials are archived and cataloged 
with the collection. 

Other special collections include yearbooks of 
high schools, colleges, trade schools, elementary 
/middle schools of any community in southwest 
Michigan.  There are currently over 650 volumes with 
more being sought.  Also collected for southwest 
Michigan are telephone directories, city directories, 
photographs, manuscripts, and plat books. 

Some of the other types of items in the collection 
include: county/local histories, cemetery records, 
federal/state census, court/vital records and indexes, 
Sanborn fire insurance maps, newspapers on 
microfilm, large obituary/vertical file collection, etc.  
The focus is primarily  southwest  Michigan  but 
some items  deal  with  other  areas  in  Michigan and  
New England. 
 
For more information visit our website: 
http://cwic1.jackson.lib.mi.us/van/lhr.htm 
 
Toni I. Benson ϖ 
 
 
 
Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 577-4024   FAX: (313) 577-4300 
http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/ 
 

Exhibits and Outreach 
Since the last report we have created two new 

exhibits to grace our galleries this fall.  "Albert 
Shanker: Labor's Educator" opens in September 2002 
for a one year run in our main gallery.  This exhibit, 
curated  by Dan Golodner,  showcases  the life of Mr.

(Continued on page 19)
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Michigan Collections – Walter P. Reuther 
Library   (Continued from page 18) 
 
Shanker, former President of the American Federation 
of Teachers (AFT).  He was one of the most important 
labor leaders of the late 20th century.  He sparked the 
union movement among teachers and revolutionized 
the American educational system from the 1960s until 
his death in 1997. 

A new exhibit will also open in October in our 
Woodcock gallery.  Lauren Kata, archivist for the 
Society of Women Engineers (SWE) is the curator.  
This exhibit will feature the history of SWE, which was 
founded in 1950, and the advance of women in the 
field of engineering as a whole. 

In addition to these, AFT archivist Dan Golodner 
was also curator of an exhibit entitled "Al Shanker:  
The Early Years."  It appeared recently at the AFT 
national convention in Las Vegas and served as a 
preview of the larger exhibit opening here. 

Other outreach activities include contributions in 
the form of film footage and photos to the HBO 
special production of "A City on Fire: The Story of the 
'68 Detroit Tigers." 

In addition a DALNET grant in the amount of 
$10,000 entitled "The Virtual Motor City" was secured 
in conjunction with University Libraries.  This project 
will provide for the cataloging and digitization of 
endangered nitrate negatives from the Detroit News 
Collection, and make them available on the web 
through HORIZON. 

Another grant, this one from the National Film 
Preservation Foundation, was secured in the amount of 
$5,290 to restore and make copies available of  
films from various Detroit ethnic neighborhoods.  
Among those groups whose films were done with the 
$5,000 provided last year were the Ukrainian and Italian 
communities.  This year the scheduled films are from 
the Latino, German, and Belgian ethnic communities. 

The annual North American Labor History 
Conference will once again be held at Wayne State 
University October 17th to the 19th. 
 
Collections 

The papers of the Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists (CBTU) have recently been processed and 
opened for research.  CBTU was founded in 1972 to 
provide a vehicle for increased minority participation 
throughout the labor movement.  This group works on 
many social issues including voter registration, 
workplace  safety,  women's  rights,  education,  and 
job training.   The collection covers the years from 
1972 to 1995. 
 

The first installment of Judge Damon J. Keith's 
papers is now open as well.  Judge Keith, a native of 
Detroit, had a long and distinguished career including 
service with the U.S. District Court in Michigan and the 
U.S. Court of Appeals.  These materials are mainly 
published  items  documenting  the  important 
decisions handed  down  during his years of service 
from 1948-2001. 

The Ed Liska Collection has also been processed 
and made available for research use.  He was president 
of UAW Dodge Main Local 3 during the time when the 
radical, black Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement  
(DRUM) was active in the plant, working to improve 
conditions of work and racial problems.  This 
collection contains daily activity reports from the plant 
from 1969-1972. 
 

Curtis Hansen ϖ 
 

Seeking Asia Resources  
in Michigan 

The Asian Studies Center at Michigan State 
University is starting the process of compiling Asia 
related resources and significata around the state, as 
well as those found on our own campus. This will 
appear on our homepage as a link to "Asia in 
Michigan" and "Asia at MSU." By Asia we start from 
Iran/Persia and go to the Pacific Islands; from Central 
Asia to Australia.  

I write to enlist the help of newsletter readers in 
identifying things related to Asia or relevant ethnic 
groups/immigration history such as: 

 Visual art;  
 Collections;  
 Music, dance, drama groups;  
 Interest groups;  
 Individuals with subject/country area expertise;  
 Monuments, markers;  
 Places of historical significance to the particular 

ethnic group/nationality;  
 Places of present significance;  
 Places the language may be heard;  
 Places the language, culture is taught;  
 Worship centers;  
 Commemorations;  
 Public celebration or festivals;  
 Traditional craft or economic specialization 

Please share this announcement with colleagues.  
Send leads to: 
Guven Peter Witteveen, wittevee@msu.edu 
Outreach Coordinator, Asian Studies Center 
108 International Center, Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824  
Telephone (517) 353-1680   FAX 432-2659 ϖ 
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Dear Paranoid, 
 
 Although the Good Doctor feels unqualified to judge your mental state, you can rest assured of one thing – 
through careful observation and pure speculation Dr. Archives has discovered something worse than any 
conspiracy.  We face an epidemic of box migrations! 

Here at the Dr. Archives House of Moribund Memos, previously unheard of collections show up with 
random regularity.  For a time, our crack team of Eager Archival Assistants “solved” the problem by tossing 
the offending boxes into the Tittabawassee River.  This seemed to work well, until the local sheriff tossed the 
Eager Archival Assistants into the local jail for 30 days. 

Doctor Sherlock resolved to investigate the problem at its source.  The Doctor obtained a roomy super size 
(only 39 cents more) storage box.  Strategically placed in the stacks, and armed with night vision goggles and 
Doobie Brothers tapes, Dr. A waited for nightfall. 
 The Doc didn’t have to wait long.  Soon several boxes were observed jimmying the hook latch on the storm 
door.  Once open, boxes came and went all night, coming to rest only with the arrival of the Sun.  The shelf 
list, carefully recorded on the Doctor Archives Ruled Yellow Inventory Marking Pads© were useless as boxes 
disappeared and rematerialized at will. 
 Bleary-eyed, the dragged-out Doctor, disguised as a book cart, followed select boxes on their sojourns.  
Some were merely seeing the USA, bumming rides by pretending to be full of lost lottery tickets and crashing 
at the nearest archive, historical society or Wal-Mart parking lot.  Others journeyed to a local auction house, 
where eager bidders fought to buy what they thought were historic documents, only to discover later they were 
shredded hall passes.  One enterprising record group went to the Soaring Eagle Casino and dropped al lof the 
Doctor’s petty cash on keno games.  That $1.67 will be missed. 
 Fellow archivi, Dr. Archives was as perplexed as you on how to deal with this phenomenon.   No more.      
I invite you to enroll your wayward containers in the Dr. Archives Box Obedience School, at a location near 

Dear Dr. Archives, 
 
I am constantly having trouble with boxes 
disappearing in my stacks.  Sometimes they 
show up elsewhere, or new boxes mysteriously 
take their place.  Am I nuts, or is this a 
Government Conspiracy? 

     Signed, 
 
     Paranoid in Port Huron 



Open Entry   Fall 2002   21 

Women Engineers Exhibit Opens at Wayne 
State University Archives 
 
"Petticoats and Slide Rules" Traveling Exhibit Opens Oct. 8 at the Walter P. 
Reuther Library; Tells Dynamic Story of Women in Engineering History 
 
By Lauren Kata 
 

"Petticoats and Slide Rules" do go hand in hand, 
as the dynamic history of women engineers illustrates. 

This idea was first presented in 1952 to the 
Western Society of Engineers, during the celebration 
of the "Centennial of Engineering" in Chicago.  
There, woman engineer Margaret Ingels presented 
her speech "Petticoats and Slide Rules." As a member 
of the newly founded engineering group, the Society 
of Women Engineers (SWE), she enlightened her 
audience with stories of women "trailblazers" and 
"pioneers," in order to pay tribute and spread the 
word that, indeed, there were women engineers 
predating the "blue jeans" era.  

The special historical exhibit "Petticoats and Slide 
Rules: SWE, A History of Women Engineers" pays 
tribute to trailblazers and pioneers, from before the 
"blue jeans" era to the present.  Opening Oct. 8, 2002 
at the Walter P. Reuther Library and Archives on the 
campus of Wayne State University, the exhibit is an 
"interactive" history featuring materials from the 
SWE historical collection at the Reuther Library.  

The Archives at the Reuther Library is the official 
repository of SWE historical materials.  Photos, 
videos, interviews and artifacts highlight over five 
decades of promoting equal opportunity for women 
in engineering, as well as inspirational stories of 
women who "paved the way" for future generations.  

Made possible by a grant from the Ford Motor 
Company Fund, the "Petticoats and Slide Rules" 
exhibit  will  remain  at  the  Reuther  Library  
through December 2002 then travel to various 
national venues.  

From Emily Roebling's work on the construction 
of the Brooklyn Bridge in the 1880s, to former U.S. 
astronaut Sally K. Ride's pioneering flight into space 
in 1983, women have participated in American 
science, technology and industry for over 100 years.  
Yet, historically, the number of women in the 
engineering profession has been significantly low.  
Since its founding in 1950, SWE has grown in size 
and stature, challenged stereotypes and contributed to 
the engineering profession in many ways.  

For over 50 years, SWE has stood behind a 
diverse engineering workforce and the idea that 
women can be engineers.  That mission continues 
today with a membership of more than 15,000 
individual professionals and students from 22 
countries,  more  than 300 student  sections and 
nearly 100 professional  sections  organized  in 10 
geographic regions.  

Looking back at the Society's development in the 
early 1950s, the Reuther Library and SWE's volunteer 
Archives Committee will recognize Lillian Murad-
Bablanian, who led SWE as President in 1952-1953.  
A chemical engineer who earned her B.S. from the 
Pratt Institute in 1947, in 1949 Murad founded her 
own business, Muratex Chemicals in New York, 
where she developed and introduced "water-base 
pigment binders applicable to natural and synthetic 
fabrics."  According to her biography, the "fad" of 
guilded drapes, dresses, shoes, bags, etc., was a direct 
result of this new technique.  A founding charter 
member of the national SWE in 1950, she was 
honored by the engineering honorary society Tau 
Beta Pi in 1952 as "Women's Badge wearer No. 143" 
and spent most of her career leading educational 
publicity, especially for women in science and 
engineering.  She will be recognized as SWE's oldest 
living  past  president.   In addition,  all 
founding/charter members and SWE Fellows – 
themselves women pioneers in the field of 
engineering – will be recognized at the exhibit's 
opening reception.  

"Petticoats and Slide Rules" is meant to inspire 
and educate future generations about the changing 
roles of women in the engineering profession.  
Students are a major target audience.  That is why the 
Reuther Library, a unit of Wayne State University's 
College of Urban, Labor and Metropolitan Affairs, 
(CULMA) has partnered with Wayne State 
University's College of Engineering to create an 
educational component to the exhibit.  Prof. Gerald 
O. Thompkins, assistant dean, who will be teaching 

(Continued on page  22)
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you.  When I’m through with them, they’ll know 
the true meaning of the word “STAY!”     ϖ 

News and Notes 
 
υ Effective this fall, Michael (Mike) Smith has been 
appointed Interim Director of the Walter P. Reuther 
Library--which houses both the Archives of Labor 
and Urban Affairs and the Wayne State University 
Archives.   Formerly  Head  of  Reference  and 
Outreach Services, Mike has over 10 years experience 
working with the Reuther Library's archival staff, as 
well as the local Wayne State University, labor and 
urban communities. 
υ Bill Holleran (past Open Entry editor) has defended 
his thesis titled “Inquiring Mind: Charles F. 
Kettering” and will graduate from Oakland University 
in December 2002 with a Master of Arts in History. 
υ Dean Weber, who last year was appointed 
Audiovisual Assets Manager at Ford Motor 
Company, also has been appointed Interim Manager, 
Ford Motor Company Archives.  Dean has had 24 
years of experience with Photographic Services and 
Public Affairs at Ford. 
 
 

SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  DDAATTEE  
June 23–24, 2003 

45th Annual MAA Meeting 
Clarke Historical Library, CMU

Welcome New Members! 
 

Harold O. Bernhardt 
Marcia A. Bernhardt  
Michelle Blomberg 
Betsie Branch  
Linda Curvey-Brown 
Cheryl D. Day  
Carrie Fries 
Toni Gibson 
Stacie Guzzo 
Julie Jimkoski  
June Karweick 
Lauren Kata 
Elizabeth Konzak 
Cynthia Porter Korolov  
Greta Krapac 
Jessica Lehr 
Mark A. Matienzo 
David Mayer 
Melinda McMartin  
Joanne Olson  
Kathryn Remlinger  
Michael Rodriguez 
Mary Southwick 

 
Membership Committee Chair 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Joint Archives of Holland 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 (616) 395-7798 
reynoldsg@hope.edu 

Women Engineers Exhibit 
(Continued from page 21) 
an Introduction to Engineering course this Fall, has 
offered to conduct a "field trip" across campus for a 
visit to the exhibit.  Freshmen engineering students-
who most likely have never seen a slide rule, yet alone 
used one-will have the opportunity to view the 
exhibit, participate in an open-discussion and write 
about their experience in a one-page essay.  Top 
essays will be forwarded to the editorial office of 
SWE Magazine, SWE's premier publication.  

The SWE exhibit will open in conjunction 
with "The Art of Engineering," the 2002 National 
SWE Conference, which will take place Wednesday, 
Oct. 9, through Saturday, Oct. 12, at the Cobo 
Conference/Exhibition Center in Detroit, MI.  
Keynote speaker and former astronaut Sally K. Ride 
will give her address, "Reach for the Stars," at the  

 
official opening event on Thursday evening.  
Information, including registration, can be accessed at 
http://www.swe.org.  In addition to technical and 
educational sessions, awards and recognition 
programs, career fairs and student promotional 
activities,  a visit to the  exhibit at Wayne State is 
listed twice as a non-technical tour option for 
conference participants.  

For further information on scheduling a special 
tour, or general questions about the SWE exhibit, 
contact swearchives@wayne.edu or (313) 577-9373.  
The Walter P. Reuther Library of Labor and Urban 
Affairs, Wayne State University, is located at 5401 
Cass Avenue, across the street from the Detroit 
Historical Museum and the Detroit Public Library 
Main Branch, Detroit, MI, 48202. Telephone: (313) 
577-4024; Fax: (313) 577-4300. ϖ 
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Membership Application 
Individual Dues: $15.00 
Student /Retiree: $12.00 

Return form to: 
Heidi Christein 
MAA Treasurer 
Leonard N. Simons Jewish Community Archives 
P.O. Box 2030, 6735 Telegraph Rd. 
Bloomfield Hills, MI  48303-2030 

http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/~maa
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City:______________________________________ State:____________ Zip:____________________________ 
 
Phone:(W)_________________________________ (H)______________________________________________ 
 
 
Fax:_______________________________________E-mail:__________________________________________ 

 

Sponsors 
 of the MAA Annual Meeting, 

June 27-28, 2002 
 

We wish to extend a hearty Thank You to the 
following organizations and people who donated 
funds  or  in-kind  services  in  support  of  the 
Annual Meeting: 

♦ Cynthia Read-Miller 
♦ Diane Rockall 
♦ Engineering Graphics 
♦ Ford Motor Company Corporate History, 

Archives, & Centennial Programs 
♦ Iron Industry Museum 
♦ Leonard N. Simons Jewish Community 

Archives 
♦ Mary Zimmeth 
♦ Metal Edge, Inc. 
♦ Northern Michigan University 
♦ Peter White Library 
♦ Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives of Temple 

Beth El 

Calendar of Events 
 

2002 
December 11-13, Photograph Workshop Series, “From 
Negative to Positive” sponsored by the Conservation 
Center for Art and Historic Artifacts, held at the 
Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore, Maryland 
(website: http://www.ccaha.org) 
 

2003 
April 24-26 – Midwest Archives Conference, Spring 
Meeting, Kansas City, Missouri  
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm) 
 
June 23-24 – Michigan Archival Association, Annual 
Meeting, Clarke Historical Library, Mt. Pleasant, MI 
(website: http://www2.h-net.msu.edu/~maa/meeting.html ) 
 
August 18-24 – Society of American Archivists, Annual 
Meeting, Los Angeles, California  
(website: http://www.archivists.org/conference/index.asp ) 
 
October 23-25 – Midwest Archives Conference, Fall 
Meeting, Dearborn, Michigan  
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm) 
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Michigan Archival Association 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Chair, Membership Committee 
Joint Archives of Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 

  

  
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

Mark Your Calendars!
The Next 

Michigan Archival Association 
Annual Meeting 

Clarke Historical Library 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 

Monday June 23 – Tuesday June 24, 
2003 

 
 

Photograph Sources 
 

♦ Pages 1, 12, 13 – Robert Garrett, Karen Jania, 
and Cynthia Korolov 

♦ Page 3 – Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
♦ Page 15 – Leonard N. Simons Jewish 

Community Archives 
♦ Page 16 – Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives of 

Temple Beth El 
 


