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Greetings again from cold and snowy Holland!  While I enjoy a good, cold winter as much as anybody 
else (well maybe not as much as Marcus Robyns and Erik Nordberg) I think I am getting thin-skinned in 
my old age.  Bring on the baseball and pleasure boating seasons and a new Michigan Archival 
Association Annual Meeting! 
 
Speaking of MAA Annual Meeting I hope all of you have saved a little bit of your budgets for another 
great meeting to be held right here in Michigan at Central Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant on June 
23-24 (not the U.P. which I am still not sure belongs to Michigan, I will check with Wisconsin authorities 
on that).  Frank Boles and the Clarke Historical Library staff are promising a great time in the “Mountain 
Town.”  Program Committee co-chairpersons William Lefevre and Marian Matyn have created a great 
program of events and learning experiences slated to take place both at Central Michigan University and 
in nearby Midland.  As always the price promises to be right and a quick commute for many of you, but 
the board hopes many of you will stay overnight to soak up the atmosphere of the meeting and not make 
it “just another day at work.”  These meetings are designed to educate and entertain our membership as 
well as making contact with the many other archivists in Michigan. 
 
Now is also the time for you to consider running for a position on the board, as two positions will be 
open at this upcoming annual meeting.  If you would like to throw your hat into the ring contact me and 
I will forward your name to the nominations committee.  The board is always eager to introduce more 
members of our membership to the high-ranking duties of an officer in MAA.  Besides if you are a 
member who really wants to make things happen this is your chance to “change the board from within.” 
 
Till then I wish you all warm processing rooms and reading rooms full of eager researchers dependent on 
every word you say. 
 
 
 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
MAA President 

President’s Column 
 

by Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
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The Lone Arrangerette:
Marketing, Logos, & Mascots:  
Finding your Inner Archives Weasel  
By Holly Teasdle, CA 
Archivist 
The Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives 
franklinarchives@earthlink.net 

In these days of ever-decreasing budgets and 
increasing need to prove to the powers that be 
(still?) that they shouldn’t shut the doors to the 
archives, we are all in positions of coming up with 
creative ways to “sell” our institutions.  Marketing is 
a strange and difficult part of our jobs, one that I’m 
not particularly suited for – especially when I’m 
asked to bring out the “interesting stuff”.  
Unfortunately, I think almost all of it is interesting, 
usually leading to a bunch of blank stares and sighs 
of boredom to whomever I may be entertaining in 
the archives. 

How many of you have found yourselves in the 
position of coming up with a logo for your archives? 
Many institutions have them.  In fact many archives 
can adopt the logo used by the business or 
university that houses them, or the marketing 
department develops one for them, and 
miraculously it shows up on stationary, brochures 
and mailings.  Logos are useful marketing tools and 
by nature an identifier of your institution.  However, 
in a one-person shop that does not have the benefit 
of another department that I could beg and plead to 
come up with innovative ideas for me, I end up 
having days sitting around, scheming up new ideas 
for marketing the archives.  On one of these days I 
rested upon the idea of “Wow, wouldn’t it be great 
if we had a logo for the archives?”  Well, with a 
committee of octogenarians, this has become as 
complicated as trying to get legislation passed in 
Washington!  Should it be a “modern design” or 
“look old”?  Who designs it (thankfully, they 
decided not me)?  The questions are endless and 
apparently more exciting than planning the menu 
for our annual lecture series. 

Well, why this interesting dialogue is still taking 
place (at least we’ve decided to let a graphics 
designer come up with a few designs they can vote 
on), I began to think – well, what about a mascot?  

Not for the archives here – for all intensive 
purposes I think I am the mascot.  But what about 
the archives profession?  So many other 
professions have a logo or an emblem – even 
sports teams get mascots!  Librarians, our 
counterparts in the information world, are 
constantly worried about and trying to change 
their image in the public sector.  Maybe we should 
jump on this bandwagon and start a new campaign 
of “get to know your archivists!”  So, I took the 
responsibility upon myself to come up with the 
first step – our mascot, our logo: the Archives 
Weasel!  Why a weasel do you ask?  Well, think 
about it – ferreting out information, popping in 
and out of boxes on the hunt for historical facts.  
Weasels are generally solitary creatures who can 
manage to get along with others of its kind, but 
mostly end up on their own, eking out their 
existence in seclusion, relatively unseen.  And they 
are awfully cute, except for that pesky fact that 
they eat smaller creatures – a difficult point to get 
over for a vegetarian, but it looked to good in the 
manuscript box. 

So, I am placing the rest of the heavy burden of 
lightening up our image to all of you in the eyes of 
our publics – whomever your public may be.  And 
think of the attention you will start getting when 
you, too, start wearing your Archives Weasel 
buttons to work!  I figure this is the first step in 
getting the rest of the staff to stop thinking of me 
being that strange filing clerk on the second floor, 
and start getting everyone to recognize and 
appreciate the profession of archivists – see what 
an image can do for you?  ϖ 
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Ferris State University 
FLITE 358, Ferris State University 
1010 Campus Drive 
Big Rapids, MI 49307 
Phone: (231) 591-3731 
Hours: By Appointment Only  
 
 The newly reconstituted University Archives and 
Records Management Program at Ferris State 
University is underway with a full range of activities.  In 
September 2002, the university hired their first full time 
archivist, Melinda McMartin.  Previously, Melinda 
worked at the American Jewish Archives, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

(Prior to retirement in December 2001, Larry 
Martin served as Coordinator of the Archives since the 
late 1960s.  However, he was never permitted to devote 
full-time to the archives program because of other 
librarian responsibilities.) 
 Alumni Building, the oldest building on the campus, 
is being renovated in large part as space for the archival 
program.  The 1929 gym is being reconditioned into 
four underground storage rooms.  It is probably unique 
in that right next to the archival storage rooms are the 
locker rooms with working showers!  Space has also 
been allocated on the lower level in an adjacent 
building for an inactive records center.  On the main 
level of Alumni will be the archival reading room, staff 
work areas and offices.  This space is next to the newly 
created university museum, which also falls under the 
purview of the archives program.  Renovations are 
scheduled to begin in late February and to be 
completed by September 2003. 
 The archives have been moved several times in the 
past two decades and are mostly in an off-campus 
storage unit.  This storage space doubles as storage for 
other organizations, and a garage for local towing 
trucks, so it is not ideal records storage from either an 
environmental or security perspective.  However, after 
3 months of prolonged negotiations, the heat is 
working. 

Much time has been spent in the past few months 
surveying the offsite collection.  Prior to the last move, 
materials were literally thrown into boxes at the last 
minute by non-archival staff, so there is an immense 
amount of sorting to be done.  Two student assistants 
are working on labeling boxes and sorting them in 
preparation for the move back to the Alumni Building.  
One never knows from week to week what treasures 
may be located.  Somewhere in the offsite storage is the 
key to founder Woodbridge Ferris’s mausoleum. 

 Ferris State is also keenly interested in 
implementing a records management program.  With 
the help of a University Records Management Task 
Force, a general records retention schedule has been 
drafted and submitted to the State Archives.  A 
records management manual has been written and a 
website is under construction.  Immediately following 
state approval, a campus-wide records survey will take 
place.  At that time, records will begin to be 
transferred either to the inactive records center or 
archives.  A subcommittee is investigating questions 
relating to email management. 

The idea of a records management program has 
had overwhelming university support—and made the 
archivist a surprisingly popular figure.  The typical 
response upon meeting the archivist is “Boy, we are 
so glad you are here.  I’m so glad that I don’t have to 
decide what to do with all this stuff.  I can just give it 
to you.”  Many anonymous gifts have appeared within 
the loading dock. 
 At present, because most collections are offsite, 
and staffing limitations, the Archives is only open by 
appointment. 
- Melinda McMartin ϖ 
 
 
 

Gerald R. Ford Library 
1000 Beal Avenue  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
Phone: (734) 741-2218     FAX: (734) 741-2341 
E-Mail: ford.library@nara.gov  
Web: www.ford.utexas.edu 
Hours:  M-F, 8:45 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. (except Federal holidays) 

 
Recent Accessions 
• Papers of Ford Clemency program participant 

Everett Ray Holloway, 1971-1977. (29 pages) 
• Papers of Presidential Personnel Office director 

William N. Walker, 1974-1975. (2 cu. ft.) 
• From Richard A. Ford a 1929-1962 scrapbook 

related to the Ford Paint & Varnish Co.  
President Ford’s father established the business 
in 1929. (488 pages) 

• An accretion to the papers of economist and 
Federal Reserve chairman Arthur Burns.  

      (3.5 cu. ft.) 
• An accretion to the papers of journalist Dale Van 

Atta.  The papers concern national security 
issues, 1968-1976. (3 cu. ft.) 

Michigan Collections
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Michigan Collections−Gerald R. Ford Library   
 
• Papers of Pauline Asmus, documenting her 

family’s trip on the Bicentennial Wagon Train from 
California to Valley Forge, PA. (2 cu. ft.) 

 

Reference 
 Library collections saw heavy student usage last year 
as undergraduates from several University of Michigan 
classes prepared lengthy research papers on the Ford 
Administration.  Library Director Dennis Daellenbach 
twice taught a history seminar entitled The American 
Presidency in the 1970s:  Social, Economic and Political Issues 
of the Gerald R. Ford Administration. 
 State Department historians working on the 
publication of key foreign affairs documents in the 
Foreign Relations of the United States series have made 
frequent visits to the Library.  Each time they take away 
stacks of photocopies and submit many items for 
declassification review. 
 The Gerald R. Ford Foundation Grants Screening 
Committee met twice during the last year and awarded 
21 research travel grants to allow researchers to visit the 
Library. 
 

Processing 
 The Audiovisual Staff continues to work on the 
White House Photo Office Database.  Begun in 
October 1997, the database provides a frame-by-frame 
description of the Library's 280,000 White House 
images.  So far the staff has described nearly 96 of 129 
volumes of photograph contact sheets, creating over 
45,000 database records.  The project is shortening the 
search time for photos from hours to minutes.  In 
addition, work-study students completed database entry 
for the White House Communications Agency Speech 
Logs, the White House Communications Agency 
Weekly News Summaries, and the WHCA Videotapes. 
 The archival staff completed arrangement, 
description and/or review of the Everett Ray Holloway 
Papers; a Ford Paint and Varnish Company scrapbook; 
unprocessed accessions to the Composite General 
Accessions, Composite Grand Rapids Accessions, and 
Composite Oral History Accessions collections; the 
Sidney Jones Papers; the William Casselman Files; the 
Max Friedersdorf Papers; one series of the Robert 
Hartmann Papers; portions of the Post-Presidential 
Papers; a portion of the Melvin Laird Papers; and 
additional series from the Presidential Personnel Office 
Files. 
 

Declassification 
 The Library has completed declassification work for 
most of the Presidential Country Files segment of the 

National Security Adviser’s files.  The files for much 
of Africa, Asia, Europe, Canada, and Latin America 
are available for research, but files on most Middle 
Eastern countries are still unprocessed.  The Library 
has also opened the NSC Staff Files for Latin 
America. 
 A scanning team from Washington has converted 
over 200,000 pages of selected classified material to 
electronic form so that they can be examined by 
reviewers in Washington.  Periodically we receive 
back CD-ROMs containing declassification decisions, 
allowing us to open additional materials. 
 State Department teams conduct periodic on-site 
declassification review visits.  Reviewers examine 
documents of special sensitivity remaining after initial 
declassification reviews by Library staff. 
 

Special Events 
 On September 29th the Ford Library and the 
University of Michigan Ford School for Public Policy 
co-sponsored a forum with the Alliance for Better 
Campaigns.  The title of the program was The Case for 
Free Air Time.  Panelists included U.S. Representative 
Lynn Rivers, Tim Skubick, broadcast journalist; 
Chuck Stokes, public affairs director of WXYZ-TV; 
Michael Traugott, Chairman of the UM Department 
of Communications Studies; and Paul Taylor, 
president of a nonpartisan coalition that supports a 
bill to give political candidates a limited amount of 
free air time during political campaigns. 
 

Facilities 
 An addition to the Gerald R. Ford Museum in 
Grand Rapids is underway.  This building expansion 
project provides more space for temporary exhibits, 
additional meeting rooms, more collection storage 
space and new staff offices.  Staff members will move 
into their new offices in March, but other phases of 
the project will continue into 2004. 
 

Administrative 
 After 33 years in Presidential libraries, Karen 
Holzhausen retired on January 3, 2003.  Karen was 
with the Ford Library for 16 years, serving most 
recently as the top declassification person on the 
Library staff.  Karen’s exceptional expertise was 
recognized throughout the presidential library system, 
and she will be sorely missed. 
 Stacy Davis joined the Library staff as a new 
archivist on December 30th.  Stacy previously worked 
with NARA in Washington and has an M.L.S. with an 
archival concentration from the University of 
Maryland. 
 
- William H. McNitt ϖ 
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Our new campus destination name is The Henry 
Ford.  Contrary to what you recently may have heard or 
read in the media, the names of our attractions—Henry 
Ford Museum, Greenfield Village—will remain the 
same.  You will begin to see the new name on our 
campus signage and printed materials by early April.  

Never in the history of Henry Ford Museum & 
Greenfield Village have we undergone such a big 
physical transformation.  With the landmark restoration 
of Greenfield Village and the addition of The Benson 
Ford Research Center, the IMAX Theatre, The Ford 
Rouge Factory Tour, and Henry Ford Academy, we can 
no longer tuck ourselves under “The Henry Ford 
Museum & Greenfield Village” umbrella.  We made the 
decision to streamline the name of our entire campus 
like many other multi-destination attractions such as 
“The Carnegie,” or “Walt Disney World” have done. 

Market studies have shown no one refers to our 
destination as Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield 
Village except our own employees.  Local residents 
refer to us as “The Village,” and nationally people refer 
to us as “The Henry Ford Museum” or “The Ford”.  
Through our research, we concluded The Henry Ford  
is the strongest name to represent our multi-venue, 
multi-day history attraction. 

While there are many great American museums and 
many great monuments to our American heritage, in 
scale and scope there is no single history attraction in 
the United States that presents the depth and breadth of 
the American experience like we do.  With our 
combined attractions – a village with more than 80 
historic structures, a 12-acre museum, a research center, 
an IMAX Theatre and a soon-to-be factory tour, we 
truly offer the greatest single assemblage of the 
American experience making us America’s Greatest 
History Attraction.  
 
- Terry Hoover ϖ 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

MAA Annual Meeting at  
Mt. Pleasant and Midland 

June 23-24, 2003 
 

Michigan Collections     
 

The Grand Rapids History & 
Special Collections Center 
Grand Rapids Public Library 
111 Library St., N.E.  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
Phone: (616) 988-5402 Ext. 5496  
FAX: (616) 988-5402 Ext. 5445 
E-mail: localhis@grpl.org 
Web: www.grpl.org/coll/grhsty_spcoll/index.html 
Hours: M-Th 9 a.m.-9 p.m. F-Sa 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  
 

Temporary Closing 
Saturday, March 1, 2003 is the last day the Grand 

Rapids Public Library will be open before closing for 
the return move to the renovated Library St. building.  
The archival collections will close two weeks before 
the library closing, on Friday, Feb. 14, 2003, to 
facilitate final preparations of the collections for the 
move.  The Library is expecting to reopen on 
Monday, April 14, 2003 with the main entrance once 
again from the Ryerson Building on Library St. across 
from the Fulton St. Park. 

The Grand Rapids History & Special Collections 
Center (formerly Local History) will be located on the 
third floor of the reconstructed 1967 wing, attached 
behind the Ryerson building.  Phone numbers for 
GRHSCC remain the same, with the Local History 
Service Desk at: 616-988-5402 x5497. 
 

- Rebecca Mayne ϖ 
 
 
 

Henry Ford Museum & 
Greenfield Village 
Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard 
P.O. Box 1970 
Dearborn, MI 48121-1970 
Phone: 313-982-6070     FAX:  313-982-6244 
E-Mail:  rescntr@thehenryford.org 
Web:  www.thehenryford.org 
Reading Room Hours:  M-F,  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
 

 

We are pleased to share 
some exciting news about 
Henry Ford Museum & 
Greenfield Village.  We have 
streamlined the institution’s 
campus destination name to 
reflect the on-going growth 
of our campus. 
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Michigan Collections  
 
Joint Archives of  Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 
Phone: (616) 395-7798     FAX: (616) 395-7197 
E-mail: archives@hope.edu 
Web: http://www.hope.edu/resources/arc/ 
Hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. - Noon, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Collections News 
The Joint Archives of Holland reluctantly parted 

company with one of its three contactees and 
approximately 2,500 linear feet of Holland local history 
in January when the Holland Historical Trust moved its 
archival collection to its new archival space at the 
Holland Museum.  There it will be administered by 
Deborah Postma-George, formerly of the Muskegon 
County Museum where she served as curator of 
collections.  With the move the Joint Archives of 
Holland is now made up of the archival collections of 
Hope College and Western Theological Seminary as 
well as other organizations that pay to house their 
records with the archives, including the Pere Marquette 
Railway Archives and the City of Saugatuck. 

On election day 2002 the Joint Archives of Holland 
and the City of Holland joined forces to create a 
biographical website dedicated to the thirty-nine mayors 
of Holland and their impact on the community.  The 
goal is to bring just the right amount of biographical 
information on these men right to the online user for 
quick reference with a credible source behind them.  To 
learn more about the site visit 
http://www.ci.holland.mi.us/mayors/. 

This coming summer the archives will conduct its 
annual oral history project by recording memories of 
Holland community members who contracted polio, as 
well as their families and community members engaged 
in the fight against the spread of the virus.  After being 
transcribed and edited the oral histories will be available 
for research in the fall of 2003. 

 
Staff  News 

Geoffrey illustrated one of the archives’ more 
interesting collections at the Annual Spring  
Meeting of the Midwest Archives Conference in 
Minneapolis, MN in May 2002 by participating in the 
session  “Documenting Disasters:  Archivists Respond 
to September 11.”  During the session Geoffrey 
explained the reasoning behind creating the collection 
and illustrated some of the contents of the archival 
collection via a video presentation. 

Geoffrey also presented a paper and media 
presentation titled “History of Holland Harbor” for the 

Annual Meeting of the Association for Great Lakes 
Maritime History in South Haven, MI, on September 
2002. 

Lastly he gave a paper for the Annual Meeting of 
the United States Life-Saving Station Heritage 
Association held in Sturgeon Bay, WI last September 
concerning the heroics and death of the only man in 
the service of the U.S. Coast Guard Station located in 
Charlevoix to die while on duty.  The presentation, 
titled “Ordeal in the Ice,” was constructed from 
Charlevoix Historical Society and family archival 
documents provided to Geoffrey from ancestors of 
the man, Earl Cunningham.  
 
- Geoffrey D. Reynolds ϖ 
 
 
 

Kansas State Historical 
Society 
Center for Historical Research 
6425 SW Sixth Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66615 
Phone: (785) 272-8681 
FAX: (785) 272-8682 
E-mail: Reference@KSHS.org 
Web: http://www.kshs.org/research/index.htm 
 
 
Michigan Collections at the Kansas 
State Historical Society  
 
 Your author is a native of the Great Lakes State.  
Due to an employment opportunity, your author 
ceased to be a Michiganian / Michigander.  I do not 
remember when the Legislature officially made the 
change, however, I still have a license plate that 
proudly proclaims, “I am a Michigander”.  Our 
Kansas State Historical Society (KSHS) mission 
statement reads that we are to collect, preserve, and 
disseminate information on the State of Kansas and 
the American West.  Indeed most of our collections 
deal with the Jayhawker, Sunflower, or Wheat State.  
However, we do have some Michigan materials in the 
collections as well. 
 The following list is meant strictly for highlight 
purposes only.  To get more information on your area 
of interest view the KSHS website at 
http://www.kshs.org.  As could be expected, some of 
the materials are in paper form while others are in 
microform.  Some are cataloged online while others 
are still cataloged strictly as shelf list cards.  We are 
slowly moving towards a complete online catalog but 
have not achieved it yet. 
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Michigan Collections—Kansas State 
Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• If you are interested in newspaper people the Paul 
Alexander Martin manuscript collection might be 
for you.  He was a journalist and the son of Kansas 
Governor John A. Martin.  Paul served on the staff 
of the Battle Creek Enquirer and the Lansing State 
Journal newspapers.  In World War I he served 
with the American Expeditionary Forces in France.

• The John H. Renick diary comprises information 
on his Civil War Regiment, the Michigan Infantry, 
2nd Regiment, Company C.  As well, there are other 
materials on Michigan participation in the War 
including Women in the War; for example the G. 
A. R. held its 25th anniversary in Detroit in 1891.  
We also have the record of service of Michigan 
Volunteers in the Civil War dated 1900. 

• Other military history includes: the conquest of St. 
Joseph, Michigan by the Spaniards in 1781, dated 
1908; a report of the battle and massacre at 
Frenchtown (January 1813), dated 1870; and a 
synopsis of Michigan in World War I dated 1924. 

• Cemeteries and plot locations are covered in 
inscriptions from Assumption Cemetery of Detroit 
dated 1955.  Marriage records can be found in 
Early marriage records of Macomb County, (from 
Detroit Society for Genealogical Research, Fall 
1955). 

• Travel or general history books that we have are: 
Pictorial History of Michigan; Stranger’s Guide to Detroit 
dated 1874; Northern Michigan Illustrated; Early 
History of Michigan; Jackson Year Book dated 1910; 
Old and New Mackinac dated 1880; History of Detroit 

and Michigan dated 1884; Alger County History (most 
counties are available); The History of Grand Traverse 
and Leelanau County dated 1903, and Michigan Place 
Names. 

• If your research interest lies in French Colonial 
Detroit, three topics come to mind; Indian affairs 
around Detroit in 1706, Early Detroit, and Detroit 
under Cadillac. 

• Territorial materials include: general history, the 
Supreme Court, the Adjutant General, and flags.  
As well we have: Pioneer Days: the life story of Gershom 
and Elizabeth Day dated 1895. 

• Ethnic history is covered by: Pathways to Michigan 
Black Heritage dated 1988. 

• And, there are general materials too: Political Parties 
in Michigan from 1837 to 1860 dated 1918; Ann 
Arbor residents who became Forty-Niners; 
Archives of Sumner Island; an inventory of the 
Presbyterian Church Archives, State Police 
Archives, and index of pioneers who were from 
Massachusetts, the meeting minutes of Bucklin, 
Pekin and Dearborn Townships from 1827 to 
1857; Censi for 1710 to 1830; and lastly we have 
the John Askin Papers Volumes One and Two. 

 
 All in all our collections seem to cover the Great 
Lakes State pretty well when one considers the 
collecting scope of the institution.  Your author 
certainly plans on looking at some of the materials 
when he can.  In summary, you can take the individual 
out of Michigan but you cannot take Michigan out of 
the individual.  
 
- Joe Laframboise WSU MLS 90 

 jlaframboise@kshs.org ϖ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reference Room, 
Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Photo Courtesy of Kansas 
State Historical Society 

Welcome New Members! 
• Michelle Akers-Berg 
• Dianna R. Borel 
• Ruey Marie Penix 
• Sarah Roberts 
• Gail L. Rutherford 
• Alene Soloway 
• Portia Vescio 

 
Membership Committee Chair 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Joint Archives of Holland 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 (616) 395-7798 
reynoldsg@hope.edu ϖ
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Michigan Collections  
 
Michigan State University 
Archives and Historical 
Collections 
101 Conrad Hall 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327 
(517) 355-2330     FAX (517) 353-9319 
E-mail: msuarhc@msu.edu 
Web: http://www.msu.edu/unit/msuarhc/ 
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.; 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

Collection Openings 
Several collections of faculty papers have been 

processed and are now open and available to 
researchers.  Among the newly processed collections 
are the Joseph Druse papers (UA 17.119) and the 
Richard O. Niehoff papers (UA 17.110).  The Druse 
papers comprise 1.3 cubic feet and contain materials 
relating to Druse’s time in Nbukka with the MSU 
Nigeria Project where he taught humanities subjects 
from 1961-63.  There are lecture notes, slides and 
photographs from this experience.  The Niehoff 
papers comprise 3 cubic feet and contain information 
on Niehoff’s experiences with the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and U.S. Atomic Energy Commission as 
well as his MSU related work with the Pakistan 
Project and International Programs.  The collection 
contains correspondence, clippings, reports, 
manuscripts, and photographs. 
 Also newly opened to researchers are the records 
of the Hidden Lake Botanical Gardens (UA 4.2.4).  
The land for the Gardens was given to MSU by 
Henry Fee, who had previously consulted MSU on 
gardening the grounds.  The collection contains Fee 
correspondence as well as many photographs of the 
grounds. 
 

Web Site Update 
 By the end of March we are hoping to have over 
700 finding aids for our historical collections available 
online through MAGIC, the MSU Library catalog.  
The finding aids have been encoded in EAD, but will 
be viewable in HTML.  This is the first step toward 
making our collections accessible through the 
Internet.  We are working toward a searchable 
database on our website.   
 Additionally, we have also added the professional 
backgrounds of staff members to the staff page on 
our website. 
 

Staff  News 
 University Records Archivist Whitney Miller has 
published a book containing a compilation of 

historical images and documents depicting the social, 
business, municipal, and religious history of East 
Lansing.  East Lansing: Collegeville Revisited (Arcadia 
Press) contains photographs from the MSUAHC as 
well as the East Lansing Historical Society and 
individuals from the community. 
 
- Portia Vescio ϖ 
 
 
 

Rabbi Leo M. Franklin 
Archives 
7400 Telegraph Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 
Phone: (248) 851-1100 Ext. 3137 
FAX: (248) 851-1187 
Web: http://www.tbeonline.org 
 

Staff  News 
It has been a busy year at the Archives. In the past 

year we have had six interns from Wayne State 
University. Joining us for a second year is Stacie 
Guzzo, who just started the MLIS program at WSU 
this past summer. Congratulations to our four interns 
who graduated from Wayne State University this past 
year: Kristen Janus, Deborah Rice, Allison Stankrauff, 
and Colleen Stretten.  Our newest intern addition is 
Wayne State student, Barbara White. Barbara is 
processing the 19th century rabbi files. The Archives 
has also had a sad year with the loss of Mary Shapero 
and Sidney Alexander. Mary was the “Champion of the 
Archives”, the Archives committee chair for six years 
and is the granddaughter of Rabbi Leo M. Franklin, for 
whom the Archives is named. Sid was a long time 
volunteer at the Archives, who mostly worked on the 
War Collection. Sid’s riddles and limericks are greatly 
missed.  
 

New Found Collections 
Occasionally we feel a little adventurous and go 

treasure hunting in the nooks and crannies of the 
building. Our hunt really paid off this last time. 
Materials relating to Temple Beth El’s history were 
found. Materials that belonged to Irving Katz, 
executive secretary at the Temple from 1939 till his 
death in 1979, and Rabbi Leon Fram, who was assistant 
rabbi at Temple Beth El from 1925-1941. 
 

Exhibits 
Currently on exhibit is “Tobacconists: Cigar Making 

in Jewish Detroit”. Cigar making was a flourishing 
business in the first half of the twentieth century and 
many cigar shops were owned and operated by  
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Michigan Collections—Rabbi Leo M. 
Franklin Archives  
 
Detroit’s Jewish community. Photographs, 
advertisements, a cigar cutter, a measurer and a 
twisted rope of tobacco are on exhibit. Many thanks 
to Chuck Zamek, who donated materials for the 
exhibit.  
 

Programming and Outreach 
The Archives is in Lansing! Materials from the 

archives were donated to the exhibit “Uneasy Years: 
Michigan Jewry During Depression & War”. The 
exhibit is at Michigan State University Museum and 
runs through June 15, 2003. Related to the exhibit is a 
panel discussion entitled “Michigan Jewry During the 
1930s and 40s: Depression, War & Holocaust”. The 
panel consists of Sid Bolkosky, Kirsten Fermaglich, 
Holly Teasdle and Ken Waltzer and takes place on 
Sunday, March 30 at Michigan State University 
Museum Auditorium.  The Archives is sponsoring the 
lecture “Suing Henry Ford: Anti-Semitism in Law in 
Modern America” on May 14, 2003 at 7:30 featuring 
Victoria Woeste. This lecture explores the Henry 
Ford and Aaron Sapiro case relating to anti-Semitic 
remarks in the Dearborn Independent. This case 
resulted in the end of the Dearborn Independent and 
Ford’s apology to the Jewish people.  
 

Collections 
The Archives has twenty membership ledgers that 

date from 1867-1955. These ledgers have finally been 
indexed thanks to Steven Jacobs, a very dedicated 
volunteer at the Archives. The Family File Collections 
are finally completed after a year of part time labor. 
The collection consists of 800 family files.   
 
-Stacie Guzzo, Archival Intern ϖ 
 
 
 
 

Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas 
Regional Community of 
Detroit 
Michaeline Lewandowski, RSM, Archivist 
29000 Eleven Mile Road 
Farmington Hills, MI 48336-1405  
Phone: (248) 473-1855     FAX: (248) 476-4222 
E-mail: detrsmarchv@earthlink.net 
Hours: M-F 9a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Photos of Leadership Teams Past and Present Are Displayed in 
the Sisters of Mercy Archives in Farmington Hills, Michigan 

Photo Courtesy of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, Regional 
Community of Detroit archives 

 
Photos Trace History of   
Sisters of  Mercy Leadership 

A photo display of past and current leadership teams 
was recently installed in the Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas, Regional Community of Detroit archives in 
Farmington Hills, Michigan.  The display shows the 
administrative history of the community beginning with 
the first provincial council in Cincinnati, Ohio, followed by 
three subsequent Ohio councils and twenty administrative 
groups dating from 1940 when a new region was 
established in Detroit. 

The Sisters of Mercy first came to Michigan in 1873 to 
open a school and hospital in Grand Rapids.  By 1929 
there were 39 independent Mercy communities across the 
United States that were amalgamated to form the Union of 
the Sisters of Mercy of the United States of America.  The 
original Grand Rapids community became part of the 
Cincinnati province.  Growth led to the formation of 
additional provinces and in 1940, the Cincinnati province 
was divided with some of the sisters moving to Detroit to 
form the 25th province.  Sisters of Mercy from foundations 
in Iowa became part of the Detroit province at that time, 
and in 1962 the Sisters of Mercy in Argentina joined the 
Province of Detroit. 

In 1991, the Sisters of Mercy formed the Institute of 
the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, an international 
community of Roman Catholic sisters who address human 
needs through collaborative efforts in education, health 
care, housing, and pastoral and social services.  The sisters 
and associates of the 25 regional communities of the 
Institute serve today in 12 countries in North, Central and 
South America, the Caribbean and the Pacific.  

Along with the photos of its own regional leadership 
teams, Detroit’s archive display feature photos of the three 
Institute leadership teams that have served since the 
Institute’s founding in 1991.  

(Continued on page 14)
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“Archives at the Crossroads” 
Marian Matyn and Bill LeFevre,  
Co-Chairs of the MAA Conference Planning/Local Arrangements Committee 

Upcoming 45th AANNNNUUAALL  MMEEEETTIINNGG 
Monday, June 23-Tuesday, 24, 2003
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Mount Pleasant, Cosmopolitan Wonder 

Do We Know How to Throw a Party or What? 

After spending a night at the Holiday 
Inn, attendees will move to Midland on 
Tuesday, June 24th for the second day of the 
conference.  There, free tours of the Post 
Street Archives (Dow Business Archives), 
the Dow Gardens, and H.H. Dow Museum 
will be available.  Attendees will have lunch 
with a keynote speaker at the Alden Dow 
House, and enjoy two more sessions. A fun, 
informative time should be had by all.   
We hope to see you there! 

Sessions will include: 

• Outreach and marketing (how archives 
can sell themselves better and to a 
wider audience from a non-archivist 
perspective);  

• How to do more with less (note: this 
proactive session will not allow any 
whining or weeping by presenters);  

• Local history  
• A new building roundtable discussion  
• Michigan Native American history; 
• Oral History Projects by archivists. 

“Archives at the Crossroads” is the timely theme of the 
next MAA Conference.  With budget deficits looming 
over all our institutions, get the maximum bang for 
your buck and network with other archivists by 
attending this conference.  Remember, SAA is meeting 
in California this year and MAC in Kansas City. 
For the first time in MAA history, the conference will 

be held in two locations.  On Monday, June 23rd, 
attendees will meet in Mount Pleasant at Central Michigan 
University’s Clarke Historical Library.  Monday’s schedule 
will include an Archives 101 workshop for beginners; four 
sessions; a business meeting, with election of new board 
members, and a raffle of three or four choice gifts; and 
end with a reception and free tours of the Clarke.  
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MAA Executive Board, 2002-2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the MAA Treasurer 
Dear MAA Members: 
 
 Let me begin with some good news:  MAA is not broke.  Actually, we're doing all right, money-wise.  We have three 
different accounts:  one for regular income and expenses (like printing and mailing Open Entry), one for conference 
expenses, and a "reserve" in case something goes badly wrong.  So far, nothing has gone even a little wrong. 
 That, as I said, is the good news.  More good news:  I don't really have any bad news.  But I do have a request.  And 
since I'm the treasurer, it is a (completely voluntary!) request for money.  Many organizations like this one include a line 
either on their annual dues form, or on their conference registration form, for individuals (or their employers—it never 
hurts to ask!) who are able and willing to contribute a little extra.  MAA will be doing this for the first time this year on 
the conference registration form.  The additional funds will go to conference support. 
 Why do we need additional support for the conference?  Because, like almost everything else, conferences are 
getting more expensive, and we try each year to improve the conference, which means more expenses, or at least higher 
cost.  Last year, regular registration cost you $50 per person to attend a wonderful conference in Marquette:  the 
conference hotel was lovely, the food was delicious, and the speakers were very informative.  But, it cost MAA $87.09 
per person to put on the conference.  Remember: it's more than the food and a room.  There is printing and mailing the 
conference registration materials, paying for any audio-visual equipment rental, set-up fees, and so on. 
 The Board, local arrangements, and volunteers are working on this year's conference.  As in the last few years, we 
are also fund-raising for conference support.  And we're all trying to keep the cost down.  But if you, or your employer, 
can kick in a little extra, please consider doing so.  After all, an investment in MAA is actually an investment in your 
own career. 
 If you have any questions, please phone me (248) 203-1491 or e-mail HeidiC@jfmd.org.  I'd be happy to speak  
with you! 
 
 Thanks! 
 
Heidi Christein, MAA Treasurer 
 
PS:  We are a registered non-profit, so anything “extra” you give is deductible on your taxes as allowed by law. ϖ 

January 10, 2003 Executive Board Meeting, 
photos taken by Whitney Miller. 

Above - Seated left to right: William LeFevre, Geoffrey 
Reynolds, Sandy Eklund, Laura Mancini. 
Left -  Seated left to right: Mark Harvey, John Gibson, 
Heidi Christein. 
Not pictured: Karen Jania, Rebecca Mayne, Whitney 
Miller, Marcus Robyns, Bonnie Walworth. 
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Michigan Collections—Sisters of Mercy Archives     
(Continued from page 11) 
 
Photos for the display were reproduced by Anne Marilyn 
Tyler, RSM, a photographer with Saint Joseph Mercy Health 
System, Ann Arbor, Michigan, with framing by Kathryn 
Savitzskie of the Frame Factory, Ann Arbor. 

 
- Michaeline Lewandowski ϖ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michigan Historical Center, Lansing, Michigan 
Photo Courtesy of the Michigan Department of History, Arts and Libraries 
 
State Archives of Michigan 
Michigan Department of History, Arts and Libraries 
Michigan Historical Center  
717 W. Allegan Street 
P. O. Box 30740  
Lansing, MI 48909-8240  
Phone: (517) 373-1408     FAX: (517) 241-1658  
Web: http://www.michiganhistory.org/archive/ 
Hours: M-F 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Transfer of Responsibilities to Department 
of History, Arts and Libraries Consolidates 
Records Management Functions in One  
State Department 
 

Helping to advance the delivery of records and 
information services to Michigan residents and state 
agencies, Governor John Engler transferred the state 
government records management program, including the 
state records center, from the Department of Management 
and Budget to the Department of History, Arts and 
Libraries (HAL).   

Executive Order 2002-17, effective December 22, 2002, 
further consolidates records management functions under 
one department, to “promote a unified approach to and 

strengthen central policymaking and direction-setting” 
in records management and preservation.  HAL has 
had responsibility for the State Archives of Michigan 
and the local government records management 
program since its formation in October 2001. 

All records management and archives functions will 
be placed within the Michigan Historical Center, the 
agency responsible for historical resources and records 
within HAL.  

Dr. William M. Anderson, director of HAL, 
expressed enthusiasm for the transfer of the records 
management responsibilities.  “I am confident that the 
synergy resulting from these programs working 
together with one voice will be extremely beneficial to 
all levels of Michigan government and the citizens of 
this state,” he said.  “This reorganization will enable 
more efficient administration of records programs and 
services.”    

While both the state records management program 
and the state archives programs have effectively served 
their respective audiences over the years, this 
reorganization will significantly enhance the services 
they provide.  With a single agency now addressing 
records matters, state and local government agencies 
will more readily be able to obtain much needed 
guidance and direction regarding a wide array of 
records-related issues.   

The area of electronic records is an example where 
the consolidation of programs will prove valuable.  
“With the growing use of electronic technologies such 
as email and databases to create records, it has become 
clear more attention needs to be directed to the 
management and preservation of electronic records,” 
Dr. Anderson noted.  “We cannot afford to continue 
losing access to records due to rapid changes in 
technology.  A cohesive approach to addressing these 
critical issues will be among the major benefits of the 
reorganization.” 

In addition to ensuring the effective creation, 
maintenance, use and disposition of government 
records, the records management program will 
continue to play an important role in the identification 
and preservation of records with historical value.  Such 
records, when properly preserved and made accessible 
to researchers, provide significant documentation of 
the government’s organization, functions and activities 
as well as information about persons, places, things and 
events that is important for better understanding our 
state’s history. 

 
- Bob Garrett, Processing Archivist ϖ 
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Mike Gold Papers, 13 linear feet,  
1901-1990 

Communist writer and columnist for the Daily 
Worker and the People’s World, and author of the semi-
autobiographical Jews Without Money, this collection 
consists of correspondence, writings, biographical 
materials, notes, journals, photographs, Gold’s FBI 
file and other materials related to Gold’s life and 
work. 
 

William Reuben Papers, 27.25 linear 
feet, 1946-2000 

William A. Reuben (born 1915), a free-lance 
journalist and writer, is most remembered for his 
investigative reporting of the Rosenberg espionage 
case and the Alger Hiss-Whittaker Chambers libel and
 perjury trials.  In this post-war period Reuben 
developed a reputation as an indefatigable 
investigative journalist on a variety of civil rights and 
civil libertarian court trials.  The collection contains 
research notes, drafts of writings, correspondence, 
clippings, and reviews of other writings about cases or 
individuals. 
 

Russell D. Smith Papers, 1.5 linear feet, 
1976-1989 

A prison activist who worked to promote 
prisoners’ rights, especially those of gay prisoners, and 
to stop prison rape and sexism in prisons.  Smith 
avidly studied law and helped a number of fellow 
prisoners with lawsuits in addition to acting on his 
own behalf.  After his release, Smith formed People 
Organized to Stop Rape of Imprisoned Persons 
(POSRIP) and acted as its director.  It became what is 
now called Stop Prisoner Rape (SPR).  The papers 
contain autobiographical information and a 
chronology of Smith’s life and times in prison, 
correspondence, legal records, and writings.   
 

Humanities Collections 
 
David Cope papers, 8 linear feet 

David Cope is a poet and the founder of Nada 
Press, a small press which publishes the literary 
magazine Big Scream, and other poetry.  Cope, a 
University of Michigan graduate and lifelong Michigan 
resident, teaches literature and writing at Grand 
Rapids Community College and Western Michigan 
University.  The collection documents Cope's writing, 
editing, teaching, and other activities, through 
correspondence, manuscripts, notebooks, printed 
material, photographs, and videotapes.  Colleagues 
and friends—notably poets Allen Ginsberg, Anne 

Michigan Collections 
 
University of Michigan 
Special Collections Library 
711 Hatcher Library  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1205 
Phone: 734 764-9377     FAX: 734 764-9368 
E-mail:  special.collections@umich.edu 
Web: http://www.lib.umich.edu/spec-coll 
Hours: M-F 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

  Sa 10:00 a.m. – noon 
 
The staff of the Special Collections Library is pleased to 
announce the opening of several recently processed 
archival collections:   
 
Labadie Collection 
 
Fifth Estate Records, 11.5 linear feet 

First published in Detroit in 1965, the Fifth Estate 
was among the first underground newspapers of the 
1960s.  In the 1970s the paper evolved into an anarchist 
publication, and became known for its critiques of 
modern industrial society, as well as its irreverent tone.  
Still publishing, it is the longest running anarchist 
publication in North America.  The Fifth Estate Records 
consist of correspondence, production material, business 
records, posters and flyers, and other material 
documenting the paper's publishing and business 
operations, and its strong ties to anarchist groups and 
individuals throughout the United States and the world. 
 
Greek Junta Collection, 7.25 linear feet 

The Greek Junta Papers are a collection of materials 
documenting American efforts against the Greek coup 
d’etat by military leaders in 1967 and the ensuing junta, 
which continued until 1974.  It is the collection of James 
G. Pyrros, a native of southeastern Michigan born of 
Greek descent.  Educated in the fields of political science 
and law, he served as Assistant Attorney General in 
Michigan from 1955-1961, and was an administrative 
assistant to U.S. Congressional Representative Lucien 
Nedzi (D-Michigan) from 1961-1980.  Pyrros was 
vigorously involved in the anti-junta effort in the U.S, 
and had the opportunity to meet and work with most of 
the major American and Greek players in the effort.  He 
served as a central contact in the U.S. Congress for anti-
junta personalities both within the United States and 
internationally.  Pyrros also had strong ties to the U.S. 
labor movement, and along with his wife, Betty (also of 
Greek descent), hosted many persons involved in the 
movement while they stayed in Washington, D.C. 
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Staff News 
Two staff changes have recently taken place.  

Alison Stankrauff will be leaving us for a position as 
Assistant Archivist at the American Jewish Archives, 
at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio.  She 
has worked with us over the past year, initially on the 
Detroit News Photograph Collection and since 
November with the records of the National 
Association of Letter Carriers (NALC).  Alison holds 
an MLIS degree and the Certificate in Archival 
Administration from Wayne State University.  We will 
miss her. 

At the same time we welcome Kristen Mickey to 
our staff as Librarian/Archivist.  She also is a Wayne 
State Graduate, having earned an MA in History 
along with the Archival Administration Certificate.  
Prior to coming here she was a contract archivist with 
the National Library of Medicine in Bethesda, MD. 
 
Exhibits and Outreach 

The Detroit African American History Project 
recently chose the winners in its first annual High 
School Art Competition.  Cash awards were 
presented to the three winners and their works are 
now on display in our Woodcock Gallery until 
August.  Reuther Library archivist Louis Jones served 
as co-director of this program. 

The Michigan Labor Legacy Landmark is now 
under construction in downtown Detroit's Hart 
Plaza.  This work was initiated by the Michigan Labor 
History Society and honors the working people of the 
past and is intended to educate people about the 
labor movement in general.  The Reuther Library has 
contributed in facilitating meetings and gaining public 
support for this project, and as a collection point for 
financial support as well. This effort continues and 
new contributors are welcome. 

The dates for the 45th annual Local History 
Conference have been set.  It will take place April 11-
12, 2003 at the McGregor Memorial Conference 
Center on the Wayne State University Campus.  
Additional information may be obtained at 313-577-
4003. 

The Reuther Library and the Wayne State 
University Library System Digital Library Services 
Team were awarded a $110,072 National Leadership 
Grant for Libraries by the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS).  The goal of the project, in 
the next year, is to digitize 15,000 photo negatives of 
historic Detroit from the Detroit News Collection, 
catalog them, and make them accessible to 
researchers and educators through a dynamic web 
interface using DLXS software. 
 

Michigan Collections – University of 
Michigan, Special Collections Libraries 
 
Waldman, Antler, Jeff Poniewaz, and Jim Cohn--are 
also well-represented by correspondence and writings, 
as are other poets and writers through their manuscript 
contributions to Big Scream.   
 
Algernon Charles Swinburne Collection, 
5 linear feet 

Algernon Charles Swinburne (1837-1909), one of 
the great poets of the Victorian era, delighted in 
flouting the sensibilities of his day.  Stylistically, his 
verse is characterized by its musicality and evocative 
imagery.  The Special Collections Library at the 
University of Michigan holds one of the finest 
Swinburne collections outside of the British Library.  
Assembled by various donations and purchases over 
many years, the collection consists of manuscripts by 
Swinburne and his literary circle; correspondence by 
Swinburne, family, friends, and colleagues; 
photographs, original artwork, and prints; printed 
material; research notes on Swinburne by modern 
scholars; and rare editions of his books.  Figuring 
prominently among Swinburne’s circle, and in this 
collection, is Theodore Watts-Dunton.  Other notable 
correspondents include Edward Burne-Jones, 
Mackenzie Bell, Edmund Gosse, novelist Mrs. (Mary 
Louisa) Molesworth, the publisher (and forger) 
Thomas Wise, and even Claude Debussy and 
Constance Wilde, the wife of Oscar Wilde.  
Manuscripts include a portion of the early drama, 
Atalanta in Calydon, and annotated proofs and 
handwritten fragments of another early play, Chastelard, 
as well as many other holograph poems and essays.  
Among the manuscripts by others is a critique of 
Swinburne’s work by William Michael Rossetti.  
Research notes in the collection consist mainly of the 
work of Lowell Kerr, an avid Swinburne collector and 
the principal donor of the collection. 
 
- Julie Herrada ϖ 
 
 
 
 

Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48202 
Phone: (313) 577-4024     FAX: (313) 577-4300 
E-mail: reutherreference@wayne.edu 
Web: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/ 
Hours: M-Tu 11:00 a.m. – 6:45 p.m. 
    W-F 9:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
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specific concerns.  He has now taken up residence in 
the Reuther Library as a University Professor of Labor 
Studies. 

Another new acquisition has recently been 
deposited at the Reuther Library.  The Center for 
Child Care Workers sent 49 feet of their records here 
in October 2002.  This collection documents the work 
they have done to improve the quality of child care 
services through improvements in wages, benefits, 
training, and working conditions for child care 
teachers and family child care providers. 
 
Curtis Hansen ϖ

Michigan Collections – Walter P. Reuther 
Library 
 
Collections 

The papers of former congressman David Bonior 
have recently arrived at Wayne State University.  The 
shipment contains 987 feet of materials reflecting his 
service of a quarter century in the United States House 
of Representatives.  Mr. Bonior is a Detroit native and 
during his time in Congress he was an advocate for 
labor, civil rights, environmental protection, and fought 
to aid women, veterans, and senior citizens with their 

News and Notes 
 
υ Portia Vescio recently joined the 
staff of the Michigan State University 
Archives and Historical Collection 
after spending about two years at New 
Mexico State University.  Portia is 
responsible for processing and 
cataloging collections, maintaining the 
serials, reference, and outreach.  In 
addition to these other duties, Portia is 
also responsible for publishing the 
staff newsletter, a humorous look at 
the daily lives of staff members in the 
UAHC. 
 Portia is returning to the Midwest; 
she attended library school at Indiana 
University, graduating in 2000.  Prior 
to that she attended the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology where she 
majored in chemistry.  She has been 
interested in history for quite a while 
and her research interests include 
archival education, outreach programs, 
teaching with documents in the 
classroom, women’s history, and 
western history. 

 
υ Sarah Roberts is the Assistant 
Archivist, which is a new position for 
the Michigan State University and 
Historical Collections.  Sarah's duties 
include reference, processing small 
collections, typing finding aids into 
EAD, as well as other duties.   
Sarah has B.A. degree in History from 
the University of Iowa.  She received 
her M.L.S. with an archives emphasis 
from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in 2002.  While in graduate 
school, Sarah worked in the Archives 
at the Wisconsin Historical Society 
and the conservation lab in university 
library. ϖ 
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Photographer to the World— 
The Detroit Publishing Company 
 
By Cynthia Read-Miller 
The Henry Ford 
Senior Curator, Photography and Prints 
Project Manager, DALNET/DPC Online Exhibit 

Detroit Publishing Company History 
For nearly 30 years from 1895 to 1924, the 

Detroit Publishing Company produced thousands 
of images of cities, landscapes, exotic lands, hotels, 
companies, and art work, which they sold as 
photographic prints, panoramas, postcards, lantern 
slides, souvenirs and advertising art.  Incorporated 
in 1895 as the Photochrom  (pronounced 
“photochrome”) Company in Detroit,  Michigan, 
it  was  known  until  1905  as  the  Detroit 
Photographic Company, and then as the Detroit 
Publishing Company. 

In the 1890s, photographer Edwin H. Husher 
had assembled financial backing to establish the 
Photochrom Company in Detroit.  His backers 
included the Photoglob (pronounced 
“photoglobe”) Company of Switzerland, and 
Detroiter William A. Livingstone, son of shipping, 
banking, and publishing magnate William 
Livingstone, Jr.  

They obtained the North American rights to an 
astounding new photolithographic process called 
Photochrom from the Photoglob Company of 
Zurich.  This process produced color lithograph 
prints that looked like color photographs.  Since 
color print photography did not then exist, this 
method gave the company a significant advantage 
over its competitors.  

In late 1897, pioneer American photographer 
William H. Jackson joined the company, adding 
10,000 of his glass-plate negatives to the 
company’s assets.  In his early years with the 
company, Jackson traveled throughout the United 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
States, Canada, and the Caribbean, taking his own 
photographs and purchasing the photographic 
stock of local photographers. 

At its peak, the company drew upon 40,000 
negatives for its publishing effort and had sales of 
seven million prints annually.  Traveling salesmen, 
mail order catalogues, and a few retail stores 
aggressively sold the company’s products. 

Sales declined during the First World War and 
continued to drop as competitors using newer and 
less labor-intensive production methods entered 
the business.  In 1924 the company declared 
bankruptcy. 

(Continued on page 20)

 
 

The canals of Venice.  The Casbah.  The Colorado Rockies.  In the 
days before television, Americans longed to see exotic sights.  The 
photographers of the Detroit Publishing Company, founded in 1895, 
brought the world to everyone’s living room. 

Pulpit 
Rock, Echo 
Canyon, 
Utah,  
William H. 
Jackson, 
Photographer, 
Copyright 
1900 based on 
a photograph 
made about 
1896, Color 
lithograph, 
Photochrom 
print stock # 
53483, 
(Accession ID 
# 37.102.94) 
From the 
Collections of 
The Henry Ford 
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Dear Newbie, 
 

 Ever since the IRS disallowed the three martini reference question, 
the Doctor has been loath to venture far from his beloved Dr. Archives 
House of Cadaverous Cartons.  That is the way it would stay, except 
for some rather persistent Eager Archival Assistants.  Their constant 
pleas and bomb threats have convinced the Doctor it is, perhaps, worth 
it to let them out for some fresh air every once and a while. 
 Boldly ignoring convention, the Doc first set a travel policy based 
on his murky youth.  The Eagar Assistants would be limited to 
attending only those archival tribal gatherings that could be reached 
by circus trains.  This economizer served the incipient Doctor well 
many years ago as he traveled to the annual meetings of organizations 
such as the Northwest Corner of Southern Missouri Conference on 
Archival Thingies and the Association for the History of the 
Stovepipe.  The circus became a second home as the inexperienced 
Doctor traveled with The Amazing Wanda (the Doctor would say what made 
Wanda so amazing, but not in this rag). 

Further polite notes mixed with threats to the Doctor’s person lead 
to an expansion of permissible modes of transportation to include 
automobiles, omnibuses and even (gulp!) auto gyros.  Now the Eager 
Archival Assistants flit hither and yon on an eternal search for 
Truth, or a least a decent place to get a burger.  Hrumphf!  The Good  

 

(Continued on page 20)

Dear Dr. Archives,
 
 I am a newly minted archivist with a bus pass 
and $10.00 in my pocket.  Should I engage in some 
professional travel? 
 
Signed, 

Newbie in Newaygo 
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Photographer to the World—The 
Detroit Publishing Company    
(Continued from page 18) 
 
The Detroit Publishing Company at The 
Henry Ford 

The Henry Ford acquired the remaining Detroit 
Publishing Company materials in 1937 from the 
estate of Robert B. Livingstone.  At the insistence of 
William H. Jackson's son, Clarence, a decade later 
the institution donated the negatives to the 
Colorado Historical Society but kept the prints.  The 
Colorado Historical Society retained the  
Western views but donated the negatives of Eastern 
United States and foreign views to the Library of 
Congress in Washington, D.C., in 1949. 

The material in the institution’s collection today 
consists of 30,000 vintage photographic prints, 
15,000 postcards, and 5,000 color and sepia 
lithographic prints.  The photographs are contact 
prints made by the company from the original glass-
plate negatives.  They often contain written 
information about the topic and the photographer, 
instructions concerning reproduction methods and 
retouching marks. 

An exhibit about this company, “Photographer 
to the World—The Detroit Publishing Company”, 
appeared in Henry Ford Museum from June 1, 2001 
through January 6, 2002.  Part of the Detroit 300 
celebration, the exhibit featured over 100 prints and 
photographs.  Since May 2002, we have been 
working to create an online exhibit based on the 
museum exhibit version.  It is funded, in part, by a 
grant from the Detroit Area Library Network 
(DALNET).  Completed in January 2003, over 250 
prints, photographs, postcards and documents 
relating to our Detroit Publishing Company 
Collection are now available online at 
http://www.thehenryford.org/exhibits/dpc.   

This was a team effort and could not have been 
completed without the hard work and creativity of 
Stephanie Thomas (project intern), Jessica Lehr 
(Historical Resources digital manager), and Al 
Harvey (photographer), and the advice and editing 
of Judith Endelman (director, Historical Resources 
and chief curator), Tina Glengary (experience 
developer), Lani Chisnell (web producer), Mark 
Greene (formerly head, Research Center programs), 
Patricia Orr (formerly, manager of library services) 
and Terry Hoover (archivist) ϖ

DPC on the Web 
Detroit Publishing Company images are available at 

the following websites: 
 

• The Henry Ford, “Photographer to the World—The 
Detroit Publishing Company” 
http://www.thehenryford.org/exhibits/dpc 

• Colorado Historical Society “William Henry Jackson 
Collection” 
http://coloradohistory.org/chs_library/photo_coll_ 
files/pc_william.htm 

• Library of Congress,  “Touring Turn-of-the- Century 
America: Photographs from the Detroit Publishing 
Company” 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/detroit/dethome. 
html 

 
 

Dr. Archives (Continued from page 19) 
 
Doctor gains more enlightenment 
while watching “Junkyard Wars” and 
drinking a six pack. 
 Newbie, you may also feel the 
urge to spend weeks riding the 
archival chow line.  However, 
remember these sojourns take you 
away from such vital work as 
moving boxes, breathing dust and 
mold, dealing with unreasonable 
patrons, answering reference 
questions filled with minutia and 
- - - well, on second thought, 
travel all you want. ϖ 

“Just Up,” 
Copper Mine, 
Hecla Shaft No. 
2, Calumet, 
Michigan,  
Lycurgus S. 
Glover, 
Photographer, 
about 1900-1906, 
photograph print  
(Accession ID # 
P.DPC.019051) 
From the Collections of 
The Henry Ford  
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In Memoriam 
 
♦ Archie Motley 

It is with great sadness that we report MAA 
member Archie Motley passed away on November 
11, 2002.  Archie sustained serious injuries in August 
following a fall from a ladder while working in the 
stacks and was unable to recover. 

Archie joined the staff of the Chicago Historical 
Society (CHS) in 1955, was the Society's Manuscript 
Librarian throughout the 1960s and in 1974 became 
the Curator of Archives and Manuscripts.  He was 
named Archivist Emeritus in 1998. 

Archie was a pioneer in the collecting of papers 
from the African-American community helping to 
build CHS's collection into one of the most 
extraordinary documentary collections of Chicago's 
urban life and specifically the lives of African-
Americans, labor leaders, and social workers.  Author 
Studs Terkel said Archie, "knew Chicago history from 
the bottom up, that's the thing.  He was a chronicler, 
the unofficial chronicler of Chicago's working 
people's history." 

Besides his involvement with the Michigan 
Archival Association, Archie was also active in the 
Society of American Archivists, Midwest Archives 
Conference, and the Urban History Association.  He 
served as an advisory board member of the Illinois 
State Archives, the Northern Illinois Regional History 
Center, and the Illinois Labor History Society. 

Archie is survived by his wife Valerie Gerrard 
Browne and daughter Mara. 

A memorial service was held November 16th with 
over 300 people in attendance.  Moving eulogies were 
given by colleagues, historians, and friends. 
 
♦ Larry Booth 

Leonard D. Booth, known as much for his 
pioneering photo-preserving techniques as for his 
commitment to documenting history, died of cancer 
January 20th at his University Heights home.  A 
photographer and curator, Larry’s career had an 
unusual start.  In 1944 while he was enlisted in the 
Navy stationed in San Diego, he applied for the 
position of Commercial photographer with Tolle Co., 
marking the start of his career in photography.  His 
work with photography expanded in 1951 when he 
joined the Title Insurance Trust Co. working as 
photographer, curator and photographic historian.  

It was with this work that Larry became an advocate 
for the care and preservation of photographs. 

Larry will be remembered for his work with the 
collections of photographs held by the San Diego 
Historical Society.  In 1977 the Title Insurance Co. 
transferred its photo collection to the historical 
society, Larry went with it as curator.  With diligence 
and care, Larry ensured the survival of many of the 
early photographs of San Diego, enriching the 
history of the area. 

In 1977 he collaborated on a book with Robert 
A. Weinstein – Collection, Use and Care of Historical 
Photographs, a highly regarded and pioneering work 
on the preservation of photography. 

When Mr. Booth and his wife retired in 1994, 
the historical society named its collection the Booth 
Historical Photograph Archives.  He continued to 
volunteer at the society's Casa de Balboa site. 
 
♦ Peter Palmquist 

On January 16, 2003 one of the great 
supporters of photography and archives, Peter E. 
Palmquist passed away at the age of 66.  While out 
walking his dog, Max, in Emeryville, California he 
suffered a severe head injury after a speeding car 
struck him in a crosswalk on January 11.  

Born in Oakland, California in 1936 he lived 
most of his life in California.  His career as a 
photographer was as interesting as it was impressive. 
Self taught at the age of twelve, he worked as an 
Army photographer and spent twenty-eight years as 
a university photographer at Humbolt State 
University where he had graduated with a B.A. in 
Art.  Retiring from his position as University 
Photographer in 1989, Peter remained active in the 
community and had plans for varied future projects.

Peter was also an avid collector of 
photography, amassing more than 150,000 images, 
many documenting the 100 years of history in 
Humboldt County, California, where he was born 
and spent most of his life.  Recently he transferred 
an extensive collection of images and research 
materials to the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library at Yale University. 

Peter was also a prolific writer, publishing over 
60 books and monographs and 340 articles, many 
documenting the history of women photographers. 
His passing away marks a loss to our community.  
We would like to express our deepest sympathies to 
his family and friends. ϖ 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC SERVICES LIBRARIAN:  Central Michigan 
University seeks a Public Services Librarian 

Established in 1892, Central Michigan University has 
a growing enrollment of 28,159 students, including 
19,380 students on the university's main campus.  
Recently classified by the Carnegie Foundation as a 
doctoral /research-intensive university, CMU is 
recognized for strong undergraduate education and a 
range of focused graduate and research programs. 
Position Description: 

The Clarke Historical Library, a special collections library at 
Central Michigan University (CMU) specializing in Michigan 
history, CMU history, Native Americans, other Michigan related 
topics and children’s literature, seeks qualified applicants for the 
position of Public Services Librarian.  This is a tenure-track, 
faculty position.  The successful candidate will be an enthusiastic, 
service-oriented librarian dedicated to the provision of 
outstanding reference and research service and committed to the 
development of electronic as well as print collections.  Principal 
responsibilities include: all aspects of reference and research 
services, providing library instruction and outreach, bibliographic 
duties, collection development, and supervision of the reading 
room. 
Minimum Qualifications: 

MLS from an ALA accredited program. Evidence of potential 
for earning tenure/promotion as a library faculty member.  
Evidence of teaching ability/potential. Knowledge of a wide 
variety of relevant electronic and print reference resources.   

Excellent communication and interpersonal skills as well as 
enthusiasm for service excellence.  Ability to work 
independently and cooperatively.  Potential for professional 
leadership. 
Preferred Qualifications: 

Professional experience in special collections libraries.  
Reference experience.  Expertise in history, especially 
Michigan history, and also in children’s literature.  
Experience with web page content development and 
technology-based instruction.  Supervisory, collection 
development, and exhibit preparation experience.  
Additional graduate degree in field related to position.  
Salary commensurate with qualifications, minimum $45,140.  
Excellent fringe benefits. 
Submit letter of application addressing qualifications for 
the position, resume, and names, titles, addresses, and 
telephone numbers of at least three professional references.  
Mail letter of application to: 

Chairperson, Public Services Librarian Search Committee 
407 Park Library 

Central Michigan University 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859 

Review of applications begins February 24, 2003.  
Applications for this position will be accepted until the 
position is filled.  
CMU, an AA/EO institution, strongly and actively 
strives to increase diversity within its community (see 
http://www.cmich.edu/aaeo/). ϖ 
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Calendar of Events: 2003 
April 24-26 – Midwest Archives Conference, Spring  
Meeting, Kansas City, MO 
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm) 
June 23-24 – Michigan Archival Association, Annual 
Meeting, Clarke Histsorical Library, Mt. Pleasant /Alden 
Dow Studio, Midland, MI (website: 
http://www.maasn.org) 
August 18-24 – Society of American Archivists, Annual 
Meeting, Los Angeles, CA (website: 
http://www.archivists.org/conference/index.asp ) 
October 23-25 – Midwest Archives Conference, Fall 
Meeting, Dearborn, MI  
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm) ϖ 

MAA Website Notice 
Beginning in March 2003, the 

Michigan Archival Association will 
launch a new website at the 
following address: www.maasn.org.  
The new website will be very 
similar in style and content to the 
current site located on H-net 
servers.  Moving to the new site 
will allow more flexibility with 
content and in ease of use.  We 
hope that you like the changes and 
ask that you be patient with any 
inconsistencies that accompany 
migrating an entire website.   

Thank you. ϖ 
 
Women's Archives 
Project 

The Women and Leadership 
Archives at Loyola University 
Chicago invites you to publicize 
your collections relating to women 
in the Mapping Women's Archives 
Project Directory that is available to 
potential donors and researchers 
on its website.  To fill out an online 
submission form, to update an 
existing submission, or to view and 
search the Directory, please visit the 
following website:  
http://www.luc.edu/orgs/gannon
/archives/donordirectory.html    ϖ 

Photograph Sources 
 
♦ Pages 1, 12, –  Clarke Historical Library 
♦ Page 1, Alden B. Dow Archives 
♦ Page 3 – Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
♦ Page 9 – Kansas State Historical Society 
♦ Page 11 –  Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, 

Regional Community of Detroit Archives 
♦ Page 13 – Whitney Miller 
♦ Page 14 – State of Michigan Department of 

History , Arts, and Libraries 
♦ Page 18, 20 – From the Collections of Henry 

Ford Museum & Greenfield Village  ϖ
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Michigan Archival Association 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Chair, Membership Committee 
Joint Archives of Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 

  

  
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

Membership Application 
Individual Dues: $15.00 
Student /Retiree: $12.00 

Return form to: 
Heidi Christein 
MAA Treasurer 
Leonard N. Simons Jewish Community Archives 
P.O. Box 2030, 6735 Telegraph Rd. 
Bloomfield Hills, MI  48303-2030 

http://www.maasn.org   
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City:______________________________________ State:____________ Zip:____________________________ 
 
Phone:(W)_________________________________ (H)______________________________________________ 
 
 
Fax:_______________________________________E-mail:__________________________________________ 

 


