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 Between 1930 and 1984 a “squad” of the Detroit Police Department illegally spied on Detroit’s 
citizens.  When this activity was discovered, local unions filed a lawsuit to stop the illegal surveillance, 
and as part of the court settlement the city agreed to disband the “Red Squad.” Obstacles to public 
access were raised regarding the actual “Red Squad” surveillance files.  The union attorneys and the 
Burton Historical Collection wanted these files saved and immediately opened to the public.  The City of 
Detroit wanted the files sent to the city incinerator to be burned.  A Judge eventually ordered the files 
saved but sealed to the public (except for those citizens who wanted to view their own file), until the year 
2017.  The Burton Historical Collection accepted a restricted collection in the interest of protecting 
future access.  
 Another variation on public access concerned the woman who recently came to the library to research 
the crime statistics published in the Detroit Police Department’s Annual Report.  It certainly seemed like 
an ordinary question but it was soon discovered that the latest copy we had in our possession was from 
1998.  This, of course, stimulated a lot of questions, such as “Where are the most recent Annual 
Reports?” and, “Why don’t we have them?”  The answer was surprising; the Detroit Police Department 
had not published an Annual Report since 1998.  Their website does offers the public some statistics but 
they only amount to one page.  This is much less than the statistics published in the old Annual Reports.  
The failure to maintain the publication might be attributed to financial constraints but the end result is 
still a denial of access. 
  Finally, there is the recent request by the Department of Justice (DOJ) for the removal and 
destruction of five DOJ documents.   The DOJ made the request through the Government Printing 
Office’s Superintendent of Documents.  The DOJ order did not affect copies of the documents held by 
law libraries and private law offices, only those already distributed to federal depository libraries across 
the nation.  The documents concerned Civil and Criminal Forfeiture and were as one attorney described 
them, “the type of material a law office would have on hand to help people get their stuff back from the 
government.”1  The DOJ request created a number of questions, for instance, “On what grounds would 
the Department consider federal statutes to be ‘internal use’ documents.”2  In less than a month the DOJ 
reversed course and determined that the documents were “not sufficiently sensitive to require removal 
from the depository system”3 and librarians were told to place the documents back into their depository 
collections.  Whether this “abrupt about-face” came about, as some people suspect, because the 
American Library Association had just filed a Freedom of Information Act request can’t really be 
proved.4  However, in this instance, public access was preserved. 
 
John Gibson 
Detroit Public Library 
 
1 American Library Association Washington Office Newsline (ALAWON) Vol. 13, No. 53, July 23, 2004.  
2 ALAWON Vol. 13, No. 58, August 25, 2004.  
3 ALAWON Vol. 13, No. 55, August 2, 2004. 
4 American Libraries, Volume 35, No. 8, September 2004, p. 13.

President’s Corner 
 

by John Gibson 
 
 
Preserving public access to information remains a vital aspect of 
our work.  Given this concern obstacles to access usually stand 
out for us.  Here are a few that I have noticed… 
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LONE ARRANGER 
By Jennie Thomas 

Marilyn Crandell Schleg Archivist & Special Collections Librarian/ 
United Methodist Church West Michigan Conference Archivist 

Albion College 

We, these Lone Arrangers, work in our solitary, isolated archives with no fellows, or company; feeling alone and 
friendless, cut off from the outside archival world, except for rare moments like these, when we are given the gift of a 
heartening, empathetic article, drawing up our ranks to fight for a ban on clowns and acid-free scrapbooks for all! 

Wow, where did that come from?  Maybe it was the September showers coming out of the ceiling of the library this 
morning.  It never fails – things like this always happen on the days when I wear nice clothes and actually put some time 
into my hair.  All the time I wanted to spend on work was instead spent spreading plastic on the floor and attempting to 
cover 8-foot shelving units.  From where I stand, at 5-foot-nothing, this was not pretty and neither was my hair after an 
hour or so.  

Leaks!  Either you’ve had them or you’re going to have them, trust me.  Special Collections at Albion College is on 
the third of four floors in a building where each level is overbuilt and quite leak-proof.  Granted, there are 2 or 3 old 
water stains on the ceiling tiles in the archives and rare books room, but no one who currently works in the library 
remembered there ever being a leak.  This is not to say I hadn’t created a Disaster Response and Recovery Plan in the 
event of such an occurrence.  I had to because of the state of the other, older library building that springs a new leak 
nearly every time it rains. 

 
Arrangerette [ARRANGE v. + ER + ETTE] Mildly 
misogynistic term that dredges up undesirable images 
of majorettes and mouthy poppettes and macabre 
puppettes and marching suffragettes (though I like 
that one) and clowns! OK, well not clowns… 

Lone 1.a. Of persons, their condition, situation, etc.; 
having no fellows or companions; without company; 
solitary; 1.b. Having a feeling of loneliness; lonesome; 
2. Standing apart from others of its kind; isolated;   
3.a. one who mixes little with others, keeps himself to 
himself; 3.b. To live, work, operate, etc., alone; 4. 
Alone; by myself, itself 
 
Arranger [ARRANGE v. + ER] One who arranges 
 
Arrange [RANK. A rare word until modern times; 
not in Bible 1611, Shakespeare, Milton's poetry, or 
Pope.]  1. To draw up in ranks or in line of battle;     
2. To put (the parts of a thing) into proper or 
requisite order; to adjust; 3. To place (things) in some 
order, dispose; 4. To settle (relations between parties, 
conflicting claims, matters in dispute, differences); to 
adjust1 

I created a Disaster Cart, which is just a 60-gallon, locked molded-plastic garbage can 
with wheels that can be moved to either building on any floor in the event of an emergency. 
It contains supplies such as heavy plastic sheeting, garbage bags, wax paper, rubber gloves 
and boots, plastic aprons, mops, paper towels, a disposable camera, clipboard, waterproof 
paper pads, wax pencils, permanent markers, Rescubes, packing tape, yellow “Caution” tape, 
and spill pillows.  

Anything not in the disaster cart that is frequently needed in times of rain: dehumidifiers, 
mop buckets, fans, first aid and tool kits, cell phones, flashlights, batteries, extension cords, 
etc., is stored elsewhere in the library buildings, with locations listed in the Disaster Plan. 

Also included in the Plan are salvage procedures for different types of media and 
materials, a phone tree that identifies which staff to call first and which to call later when the 
first team starts to get pruney, where to locate additional supplies if we run out, and where to 
_____________________________________________ 
1 Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed. (1989). Retrieved September 14, 2004, from Oxford English Dictionary 

database  http://0-dictionary.oed.com.library.albion.edu/entrance.dtl 
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go for services that require immediate outsourcing.  What is still missing from the plan are collection salvage priorities 
with floor plans, a safeguarding plan for the library server and backups, and pre- and post-emergency operations that can 
help prevent and clean-up emergencies respectively. 

When I walked into the archives and rare books room that morning and heard my shoe squish into the soaked carpet 
I was quite surprised.  Slowly, I raised my head to see one of the ceiling tiles trickle water onto the now-saturated carpet. 
The water, having nowhere else to go, recoiled onto the 19th century editions of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Lewis Carroll 
and Charles Dickens on the lowest shelves.  The books on the top shelf, oversized volumes on ancient hand-woven 
Oriental carpets, were becoming waterlogged as well.  From the amount of water, it appeared the leak must have been 
going on nearly all weekend. 

I asked my new volunteer, Holly (pictured with me above) to call the College’s Facilities Operations department and 
inform them of the situation.  Holly also called downstairs to the Circulation Services Coordinator, and asked for the 
Disaster Cart.  I grabbed supplies that are kept on-site for such incidents.  Immediately, four students arrived with the 
rolling garbage can of plenty, and began helping Holly and I pull sodden books off of shelves and remove other books 
that might soon be in danger.  They also helped with covering the shelving and nearby books with plastic, and placing 
spill pillows on the wet areas of carpet. 

While Facilities assessed the situation, placing a 35-gallon garbage can under the ceiling tiles to catch the water from 
what looked to be an air conditioner leak, I evaluated the damp materials and realized nothing was so wet it couldn’t just 
be fanned out or interleaved in order to dry.  There were a few items that contained loose prints that would have to be 
hung to dry, and we had clothesline but no clothespins, so one of the students volunteered to run to the local store to get 
some.  Overall, these were all fairly easy tasks to explain to the students, so I could go back and make sure none of the 
materials would be in danger from attempts to fix the leak. 

I arrived just in time to see one of the staff members pierce the middle of the most bowed ceiling tile and then watch 
as the pool above it was suddenly released.  A torrent of water poured from the ceiling, splattering everyone and 
everywhere, and completely filling the 35-gallon garbage can.  Had I not been in to work that day, the damage suffered to 
the collection would obviously have been far worse when that tile burst on its own.  Had that occurred, it was most likely 
the library would not have been able to pay for salvaging the damaged materials at that point due to a very tight budget, 
which is true for two reasons: 1) there is a $5,000 deductible through the College’s insurance company, and 2) the College 
requires that the deductible be paid out of the budget of the department in need.  

After finding no leaks in the air conditioning system itself, the only thing the Facilities staff could find wrong was a 
loose clamp, which upon tightening, seemed to stop the dripping water.  There have been no other leaks since, but it 
leaves me incredibly wary that such a small thing can result in so much harm.  

Since the leak, I have been looking into a number of systems that would either alert people to water leaks in the 
archives and rare books room, or that would divert water leaking from the ceiling to a location where it could not damage 
any materials.  One such water solution is sold by ProText and is called the Emergency Water Diverter.  This is a cheap 
solution to have on-hand in the event of the sort of disaster I’ve just described, running anywhere from $55.00 -75.00, 
depending on the size of vinyl you order.2  ProText also sells the REACT-PAK, which contains a number of materials to 
help you get through a disaster.  If you don’t have the space for a 45- or 60- gallon garbage can on wheels, these small 
emergency response kits can be placed in a number of strategic places in your library, ready to aid you at a moment’s 
notice.3 

A system that would alert staffers to a problem would be Sensaphone Common Applications.  These detectors can be 
used to monitor temperature, humidity, water, power failure and surges, security, or sound.  There is a main 
communications interface that connects the alarms and contact numbers with the remote communication system using 
Microsoft Windows computer programming.4  Another solution to water detection would be Water Alert®, which 
produces a loud high-pitched alarm, easily heard throughout a 2-story building, when water accumulates underneath and 
activates a sensor.  There is also a remote indicator that can be purchased for quick location of trouble spots.5  I have also 
looked into having our Facilities staff build wooden platforms to sit under the boxes that we have had to stack on the 
floor due to lack of space and appropriate shelving.  

In conclusion, after everything was done, neither the Bible Collection nor any archives collections were harmed, and 
everyone was relieved to learn that the Playboy book and other erotica on the Restricted shelf near the leaking ceiling tiles 
weren’t damaged either. ϖ 

 
____________________________________________ 
2 Emergency Water Diverter. (15 March 2002). Retrieved August 2, 2004, from http://www.protext.net/products/diverter.html 
3 Protext. (20 April 2004). ProText Products. Retrieved September 14, 2004, from http://www.protext.net/products/Products.html 
4 Absolute Automation. (2003). Retrieved July 17, 2004, from http://www.absoluteautomation.com/sensaphone/apps/equiproom.html 
5 PEL Products. Retrieved September 14, 2004, from http://store.preservationequipment.co.uk/store/show-product.cfm?p=178
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Bentley Historical Library
The University of Michigan  
1150 Beal Avenue  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 
(313) 764-3482    Fax: (313) 936-1333 
Web: http://www.umich.edu/~bhl/ 
Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
September to April: Sa, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 a.m. 
March to April: W 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
 
New Accessions 
 

The Bentley Historical Library has had a busy year 
collecting papers and records across the state.  Four 
noteworthy collections include:  
• St. Francis Prayer Center, a Catholic retreat in 

Flint, has been the focus of fights to prevent 
hazardous facilities from being located in their low-
income neighborhood. It is a key organization in 
the environmental justice movement in Michigan.  

• Robert J. Shepard served with 82nd Airborne 
Division in Vietnam from 1968 to 1969.  During 
that time he sent home, to western Michigan, tapes 
of audio letters describing his activities in the 
service, his uncertainties about reenlisting, and his 
desire to learn to read and write.   

• George Vargas, a Latino artist and art historian 
originally from Detroit, donated his papers, as well 
as paintings and posters.  This collection was 
acquired in cooperation with the University of 
Michigan Latino/a Studies Program.  Some art 
works were transferred to the program and others 
to the University of Michigan Museum of Art.   

• The Borman family, a prominent Detroit area 
family, was founder of several supermarket chains, 
most notably Farmer Jack. The family was also 
involved in Jewish organizations and 
philanthropies. The family papers include 
organizational topical files, site surveys for 
prospective stores, and promotional and other 
advertising materials.  The family files also relate 
the charitable and community activities of 
Abraham Borman and his son Paul Borman. 

 
 One of our recently acquired collections was 

highlighted in the Ann Arbor News on September 6, 
2004.  The following is a slightly edited version of the 
article:   

 When Guy Beckley came to Ann Arbor in 1839, 

quality of life in the village, then home to around 
2,500, met his very political standards.  “There is a 
noble land of abolitionists in the state and some in 
Ann Arbor,” he wrote to his brother-in-law in 
Vermont.  The Bentley Historical Library recently 
obtained two letters Beckley wrote, with 
transcriptions, thanks to the impassioned 
abolitionist’s great-great grandson, J. Curtis Chipman. 
Beckley is a fascinating figure to those familiar with 
Ann Arbor’s role in the Underground Railroad: A 
minister and lecturer, he started the abolitionist 
newspaper The Signal of Liberty in 1841 and sheltered 
escaping slaves in his brick home on Pontiac Trail, a 
local historic landmark. 
 “I think that while I have my reason I will ‘agitate 
agitate agitate,’ ” he wrote his brother-in-law.  “If no 
other good is done I have the satisfaction of believing 
that I shall go down to my grave as I have lived, the 
unflinching advocate of equal rights.”  The first letter 
is quite lengthy, in which Beckley describes favorably 
the health of the townspeople, its churches and the 
Huron River.  His cause may not have swept the 
town the way he had hoped, however, judging by the 
shorter second letter, dated 1847.  “Abolitionism is 
about so-so,” he wrote.  “Business is lively, our state 
is prosperous.  Religion is at a low ebb right now.” 
Beckley died before finishing the letter, which 
contains additions by his widow and children. 

 If you are interested in learning more about all our 
recent accessions, you will find them described at: 
http://www.umich.edu/~bhl/bhl/mhchome/ 
reaccess.htm. 
 

Bentley Historical Library in Vienna 
The Bentley Historical Library was fortunate 

enough to participate in many ways in the 15th 
International Congress on Archives, held in Vienna, 
Austria from August 23 to 29.  Francis Blouin, Nancy 
Deromedi, and Greg Kinney each presented papers at 
the congress, on “the archival turn,” appraising 
faculty websites, and the William Muschenheim 
collection respectively.  William Wallach chaired a 
session in which colleague Judith Endelman from 
The Henry Ford spoke on institutions’ identities.  
Nancy Bartlett, as editor of the International Council 
on Archives journal entitled Comma, organized six 
sessions in a new “archives salon,” with topics 
addressed including “love in the archives,” archives 
and human rights, archives and indigenous peoples, 
and archives of France, Central Europe, and Russia. 
Further information about the congress, and the 

Michigan Collections
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 International Council on Archives in general, is 
available at http://www.ica.org. 
 

Michigan at the Olympics 
 In connection with the 2004 Olympics, the Bentley 

developed an exhibit featuring current and former 
University of Michigan students who have competed in 
the Olympics.  Beginning with the 1900 Paris games, 
178 U of M students and coaches have participated in 
the games, representing the United States and 21 other 
countries.  They have won 105 medals:  54 gold, 27 
silver, and 35 bronze.  An on-line exhibit is featured at 
http://www.umich.edu/~bhl/bhl/olymp2/oltitle.htm.  
Through January, an exhibit case in Crisler Arena 
features photographs and Olympic artifacts, including a 
gold medal, flags, and Olympic torches. 
 

Bentley Historical Library Addition 
Completed! 

 On October 1, 2004, the Bentley Historical Library 
will dedicate its new addition.  While planning for the 
new addition began long ago, the construction project 
got underway in June 2003.  Sixteen months later, the 
library is about to occupy its new space.  The original 
structure was built in 1973 and measured approximately 
33,000 square feet.  The new addition will provide the 
library with about 34,000 square feet, which includes 
new workspace for the University Archives and 
Records Program staff, a new conservation lab, a cold 
room for fragile audio-visual material, and most 
importantly, much more storage space for university 
archives and historical collections.  With the new 
addition, the library’s storage capacity will almost 
double.  The construction project provided the 
opportunity to update many of the existing building 
systems, including HVAC, fire detection and 
suppression, and security, and to increase the library’s 
parking lot.  Part of the project also allowed renovation 
of the Bentley’s Reading Room, where researchers now 
have connectivity at each table and more space for 
consulting a variety of research tools.  We welcome 
visits by Michigan’s archival community to see the new 
addition! 
 
Joint Seminar with State Archives 
Administration of  China 

 In mid-October, the Bentley will host the Third 
Joint Seminar on Archival Methods with the State 
Archives Administration of China (SAAC).  Over thirty 
senior and junior Chinese archivists will participate in 
the Joint Seminar, which was established in 1999.  
While here, the Chinese archivists, all of whom are 
English-speaking, and Bentley archivists will take part 
in a series of presentations and discussions about 
appraisal/selection, description, preservation, access, 

outreach and archival education.  The Chinese archivists, 
who were selected in a nationwide competition, come 
from a variety of archival institutions in cities across 
China, including major cities such as Beijing and 
Shanghai as well as cities in Tianjin, Henan and Hebei 
provinces. 
 While in Michigan, the Chinese delegation will have 
an opportunity to visit other repositories including the 
State Archives of Michigan, the Gerald Ford Library, 
Michigan State University Archives & Historical 
Collections, and the Benson Ford Research Center at 
The Henry Ford.  Mr. Mao Fumin, director general of 
the SAAC, will lead the delegation.  As director general, 
Mr. Mao serves as the national archivist of China.  The 
Joint Seminar supports the exchange of archival 
information and professional experiences between 
Chinese and American archivists, thereby promoting and 
encouraging mutual understanding of our two nations’ 
archival systems, methodologies and principles.  The 
Bentley staff is pleased to continue this tradition of 
exchange and exploration of ideas with our Chinese 
colleagues. 
 
Marilyn McNitt ϖ 
 
 
 
 

Call for Topics!  
Calling all potential attendees of the 2005 Michigan 

Archival Association Conference in Grand Rapids! 
We, the programming committee (of two), seek your 

input. We are in search of timely, viable, interesting 
topics to explore. Following is a list of topics we thought 
might be of interest to you. Please provide your thoughts 
so that we may design an interesting array of sessions. 
• Oral History 
• Policies 
• Cooperation and Collaboration 
• Digitization 
• Appraisal and Acquisition 
• Records Management  
• Ethics 
• Replevin 
• Non-Traditional Records 
• Educational Outreach 
• Women’s History 
 
Please send your suggestions to: 
Jennie Thomas at jthomas@albion.edu or 517-629-0487 
or  
Brecque Keith at ac8756@wayne.edu or 313-577-9894  
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with the Academy of Art to receive all of the student 
files from the Office of the Registrar from 1932-1960.  
These will include the records of important Academy 
designers and architects including Edmund Bacon, Ben 
Baldwin, Charles and Ray Eames, Frances Rich and 
Ralph Rapson. 
 The primary collection currently being processed is 
the Cranbrook Foundation Records.  The Foundation 
was a trust and administrative entity established in 
November 1927 by the Booths to endow and support 
the six institutions they founded.  The collection (1927-
1972) includes over 25 linear feet of materials pertaining 
to all aspects of Cranbrook history, including the 
Cranbrook Academy of Art, which was formed as a 
division of the Foundation in 1932 and did not become 
a separate trust institution until 1942.  Every effort has 
been made to finally cull all Foundation materials from 
various sources and to process them as a single fond.  
 Additional collections work includes pre-processing 
of the Design Michigan Records.  Design Michigan, 
originally organized by the State of Michigan in 1976, is 
a non-profit, statewide public information and service 
program of the Cranbrook Academy of Art.  It 
promotes increased understanding and use of 
architecture, landscape and urban design, industrial 
design, interior design and graphic design by Michigan 
governments, businesses, institutions, schools, and 
communities. 
 

 
 
The Cascade at Cranbrook, about 1906.   

ϖ 
Michigan Collections 
 

Cranbrook Archives 
Cranbrook Educational 
Community  
39221 Woodward Ave.   
P.O. Box 801 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303-0801 
(248) 645-3581   Fax: (248) 645-3029 
Web: www.cranbrook.edu/community/ 
archives.html 
Hours: M-F 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
 
Staff  News: 
 During this past summer, we were fortunate to 
have an intern from Cornell University working with 
us.  Jill Griffiths (from Lake Orion, MI) worked on a 
variety of projects, including processing the Carl 
Milles Papers and the William Gehron Papers of 
Milles correspondence.   A related project consisted 
of inventorying, arranging and updating the database 
of over 1,000 photographs of Milles’ sculptures.  Jill 
also worked on several other image-related projects, 
including identifying and cataloging our collection of 
over-sized photographs, most of which were taken in 
the early 1930s of Cranbrook institutions and objects.  
Our collection of original, hand-painted color slides  
were also cleaned and digitized, offering researchers 
the earliest known color images of Cranbrook.  In 
addition to working with archival collections, Jill 
worked with Cultural Properties to complete the 
inventory and cataloging of our collection of Ellen 
Scripps Booth clothing.   
 Volunteer Hubert Beudert and Wayne State 
University graduate, Louise Ochoa, worked on 
inventorying and cataloguing our collection of Eero 
Saarinen & Associates architectural drawings.  An 
extremely important collection, these drawings 
include the Milwaukee War Memorial Center, Drake 
and Concordia Universities, and the U.S. Embassy in 
London as well as other projects.  Louise was also 
able, in her short stay with us, to catalogue the 
majority of publications that were on our backlog 
shelf.   
 
Collections News: 
 Recent acquisitions have consisted of additions to 
the various institutional records, including Cranbrook 
School and the Academy of Art, as well as 
departmental records for the Cranbrook Educational 
Community at large.  Arrangements are being made 
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Projects:  
 During 2004, Cranbrook’s centennial year, many 
events and publications were developed which required 
the use of archival research and materials.  The exhibit, 
Cranbrook Art Museum 100 Treasures, resulted in a color 
catalogue of the same name.  Mark Coir and Leslie S. 
Edwards both contributed several essays on Cultural 
Properties which were part of the exhibit and published 
in the catalogue.  In addition, author Jayne Merkel’s 
upcoming publication on architect Eero Saarinen will 
feature over 80 images of architectural drawings and 
images provided by the Archives.   
 The Archives staff was also involved in the interior 
restoration of the West Wing of Cranbrook House, the 
oldest manor house in the metro-Detroit area.  
Designed by Albert Kahn, and built in 1918, the West 
Wing contains the most significant art work purchased 
by George and Ellen Booth, and was recently featured 
on HGTV’s Restore America series. 
 Since the Archives is also responsible for all art 
objects (cultural properties) on campus not associated 
with the Art Museum or Institute of Science, we were 
finally able to update our collections management 
software to TMS Light.  We are in the process of slowly 
transferring the information found in our paper files to 
the database, particularly as research is completed on an 
object or it is used in an exhibit.  We estimate that we 
have 8,000 -10,000 objects in our care. 
 
Programs and Outreach: 
 In April, Director Mark Coir and staff archivist, 
Leslie S. Edwards, both gave presentations at the Local 
History Conference held at Wayne State University.  
Mark gave the keynote address at the Friday luncheon 
called “Cranbrook’s First Century: A Dream Fulfilled.” 
 Through the efforts of Mark Coir, the Getty Grant 
Program awarded Cranbrook $170,000 in June 2003 for 
the purposes of researching Cranbrook’s historic 
landscapes, evaluating their present conditions, 
identifying elements of the period landscapes that 
remain intact and defining their significance and 
integrity, and preparing a preservation strategy for their 
future treatment and restoration.  The Cranbrook 
Cultural Landscape Project is being undertaken by a 
research team from the University of Michigan and 
Cranbrook staff in conjunction with Sasaki Associates.  
Beginning in January 2004, two U of M graduate 
students, Chris Smith and Mark Dennis, continually 
worked with staff at the Archives to ferret out all 
materials relating to the development of the landscape.  
The team then instituted field investigations, which 
consisted primarily of photographing various landscape 
scenes and details and comparing them with historic 

photographs.  
 The Archives is currently involved in a 
collaborative IMLS grant application facilitated by 
Wayne State University.  The project is a partnership 
of metro-Detroit academic and public libraries, 
museums, archives, and community colleges to create a 
website that will provide access to thousands of digital 
objects representing twentieth century Detroit design.  
In addition to being a model of library and museum 
cooperation, this project is also a model for digitization 
and representation of three-dimensional objects. By 
pooling unique institutional resources and expertise, 
these institutions will build a valuable collection for 
students, instructors, researchers and community users.

Archives staff, Leslie S. Edwards and Diane 
Schmale, will be coordinating an exhibit to be 
displayed at the Bloomfield Township Library in 
honor of Cranbrook’s Centennial.  The display will 
feature cultural properties, images and manuscript 
materials from our collections of Cranbrook, 
Kingswood and Brookside Schools, early Bloomfield 
Township history, and the Cranbrook Press which was 
responsible for printing all Cranbrook publications 
from 1927 until the mid 1970s.   

The Cranbrook Archives web page address has 
been changed to: 
http://www.cranbrook.edu/community/archives.html
 

- Leslie S. Edwards ϖ 
 

 
The Cranbrook Press located in the attic of the old Detroit 
News building, 1902.  George Gough Booth on right.   
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Michigan Collections 
 
Ford Motor Company Archives
Dearborn, MI 
E-mail: jmyler@ford.com 
 
Staff News: 

The Ford Motor Company Archives has made 
several staff changes recently.  Curt Campbell 
transferred into the Archives.  Curt was formerly a 
Record & Information Analyst with the Corporate 
Records, Information Standards and Practices (CRISP) 
department at Ford Motor Company.  Michelle 
Drabant and Maria Harris were hired as Archival Intern 
and Project Archivist respectively, as well.  Michelle 
and Maria previously worked for Ford and were 
brought back to complete the projects described below.  

Finally, we have a new certified archivist in our 
midst. Jamie Myler passed the ACA exam at the Society 
of American Archivists annual meeting in Boston and 
the entire archives team congratulates him on his 
accomplishment. 

 

Ford Motor Company Archives new hires.  Left to Right: 
Maria Harris, Curt Campbell, Michelle Drabant. 
 
Projects: 

One of the important projects being undertaken by 
the Archives' staff is an accession survey of all the 
archival holdings.  Over 14,000 cubic feet of archival 
collections will be reviewed at varying levels in order to 
obtain better intellectual control over the materials.  
Collection descriptions, as well as a shelf inventory, will 
be reviewed so the collections can be re-appraised on 
an individual basis.  Collections will then be prioritized 
according to research value and processed, or de-
accessioned, accordingly.   

Other projects being undertaken include: identifying 
and exercising a collection of several thousand reel-to-
reel audio tapes; processing large advertising, design, 
engineering, and public relations collections; adding an 
out-dated card catalog system to the electronic finding 
aid system; and converting bound volumes of company 
newspapers to digital format for better access. 
 
Outreach: 

The archives’ staff recently participated in Ford’s 4th 
Annual Info Expo. The theme this year was Information 
for a Strategic Advantage and about 1000 attendees visited 
the event, which took place at the Conference and 
Events Center in Dearborn. There were almost 30 
booths staffed by internal and external information 
providers for employees to visit. The event was a very 
successful networking opportunity that allowed the 
archives’ staff to educate fellow employees about the 
resources available at the archives. 
 
Jamie Myler ϖ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Motors Media 
Archives  
Troy, MI 
E-mail: james.hanks@gm.com 
Web: www.gmphotostore.com 
 
Collections Update:  

In 2003 the General Motors (GM) Media Archives 
launched an e-commerce website, 
www.gmphotostore.com.  In partnership with Getty 
Images, we made available 1000 images covering the 
history of the General Motors Corporation in North 
America.  All of the images were digitized from original 
negatives in our collection, and cover the Oldsmobile, 
Buick, GMC, Cadillac, Chevrolet, Pontiac, Saturn, and 
Hummer brands.  The site has grown to include 1926 
images, and new shots are added monthly.   The latest 
group of images, timed to coincide with the Woodward 
Dream Cruise, included 42 images from the GM 
Design Center.  Among these are outstanding examples 
of concept car artwork, and the famous 1958 Chevrolet 
Corvette Stingray race car that was campaigned by Dr. 
Dick Thompson.    

The addition of a website to our services enables a 
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much larger audience to access the collections, and I 
encourage everyone to make suggestions via e-mail so 
we can improve the quality of the site.  The site has  
generated increased interest among collectors and 
automobile enthusiasts for our traditional research 
services as well. 

A significant collection was recently acquired. It 
consists of 24 linear feet of GMC truck-related 
photography, production records, pamphlets, and 
correspondence from 1900-1956.   The materials were 
compiled by Russell A. Crist, GMC Production 
Manager.   Over the course of his career, Mr. Crist 
documented every significant model of truck and coach 
produced in Pontiac, as well as writing detailed histories 
of the role GMC played in WWII.   Exceptionally 
organized and thorough, Crist included a volume of 
photographs of 1900s Rapid and Reliance trucks which 
provides tremendous insight to the origins of the 
Company. 

 

Projects: 
Current processing activities focus upon color 

photography from the 1980s, so if you have ever 
dreamed of the tooth-rattling excitement of a Pontiac 
Fiero, the adrenalin surge of a Trans Am, or the 
germinal flowering of the eventual SUV craze, it is 
likely we have such imagery slated for digitization.  I 
certainly have been humming a lot of New Order and 
Clash  tunes as I peer over the lightbox, my clouded 
mind full of high school memories of such automotive 
wonders.   

Indexing of digitized photographs continues at a 
steady pace.   We continue to do all of the research and 
taxonomy maintenance here while data entry is handled 
by an off-site vendor.   52000+ images have been 
indexed in this fashion since the process began one 
year ago. 

 

Move: 
For the third time in five years, the GM Media 

Archives is scheduled to relocate.  Our stacks in the 
sub-basement of the Renaissance Center are being 
dismantled, collections are being inventoried, and 
preparations are underway for a move to an industrial 
park in Troy, MI.   The new facility will have advanced 
fire suppression systems, and will be conveniently 
housed in the same building as the vendor for our lab 
services.   Collections which presently reside in Toledo, 
OH, will be moved to Troy as well.  It is my sincere 
hope that the glass plate negatives arrive intact. 

Despite the chaos of moving the Archives, we will 
be open for research every business day, with the 
exception of the December holiday shutdown.  If I can 
be of service, please do not hesitate to write James E. 
Hanks, Senior Archivist, james.hanks@gm.com. 

 

- James E. Hanks ϖ 

Gerald R. Ford Library 
National Archives 
1000 Beal Avenue 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
(734) 205-0555  Fax (734) 205-0571 
E-mail: ford.library@nara.gov 
Web: www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov 
Hours: M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Federal holidays 
 
Collection News 

The National Archives has deposited the National 
Security Council’s institutional records from the Ford 
presidency (45 cu. ft.).  Included are formal policy 
studies and background, the minutes and working files 
of NSC committees, and much else.  These records are 
considered, for legal purposes, to be Clinton 
presidential records subject to the Presidential Records 
Act.  Helmi Raaska is heading a team for their 
declassification and release. 

Selected other acquisitions include the papers of 
David Belin, a Warren Commission staff attorney and 
author;  a copy of the private journal of EPA 
Administrator Russell Train;  and Gerald Ford’s 1933-
37 letters to friend Fredericka Pantlind.  The Library 
acquired additional papers of Melvin Laird, a leading 
House Republican in the 1960s and then Secretary of 
Defense and presidential adviser.   

In concert with other presidential libraries, the Ford 
began a multi-year program to convert White House 
two-inch quad videotape collections to digibeta masters 
with work and reference copies. Ken Hafeli is leading 
this contract project. 
 
Staff News 

The Library welcomed Brooke Clement  (MA, 
Columbia University) and Joshua Cochran (MA, 
Western Michigan University) to full-time processing 
and reference positions. It welcomed Craig Kussmaul 
(student, UM-School of Information) to a part-time 
processing position.  Geir Gundersen reported on the 
Library’s declassification programs both in a panel 
session at the annual meeting of the Society for 
Historians of American Foreign Relations and in an 
article for the SHAFR newsletter.  David Horrocks’ 
article on Gerald Ford’s law education and practice 
appeared in America’s Lawyer-Presidents (Northwestern 
University Press/American Bar Association).  Dave 
also presented a paper on U.S. presidential libraries at 
the International Congress on Archives, Vienna, 
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 46th Annual Meeting in Traverse City  
A Rousing Success 

Geoffrey Reynolds, MAA President, and Tom Nanzig, MAA  
Past-President attend the Reception at the Dennos Museum (at 
Northwestern Michigan College) for the MAA Annual Meeting, 
Wednesday, June 16, 2004. 

Sandra Clark, Director of the Michigan Historical Center, gives  
her presentation during the session “New History Economy - 
Cultural Tourism in Michigan” at the MAA Annual Meeting, 
Friday, June 18, 2004. 

A huge thank you to the many people who made the June 
2004 annual meeting a rousing success: MAA executive board 
members for 2003-2004 for overseeing the entire production.  
Program Committee co-chairs, Bob Garrett and Melinda 
McMartin for working diligently to provide the best sessions.  
Local Arrangements Committee chair, Ann Swaney, and her 
many committee members for making sure that the 
conference ran smoothly.  Management and employees of the 
Park Place Hotel for providing a wonderful facility.  
Conference brochure production and registration ably 
provided by Sandy Eklund.  Ann Swaney, again, for arranging 
the wonderful opening reception at the Dennos Museum 
Center of Northwestern Michigan College.   

The 32 sessions participants (chairs and presenters) for 
providing such great content.  Leaders of the four 
outstanding tours.  William LeFevre and Willaim Gulley, 
instructors for the post-conference workshop “Disasters in 
a Digital Age”.  And last, but not least, thank you to all the 
registered conference attendees! 

Another huge thank you to the Keynote Speaker of the 
annual meeting, Richard Brauer.  He is president of Brauer 
Productions, Inc., an independent film production 
company in Traverse City that he founded in 1977.  He 
has produced hundreds of award-winning commercial and 
educational projects for clients as diverse as The History 
Channel, Twentieth Century Fox, Consumers Energy, 
Harcourt-Brace Publishing, EDS, Society of American 
Foresters, Subway Sandwiches, the U.S. Coast Guard, and 
many others.  In 1986, Brauer produced “The Wreck and 
Rescue of the Schooner J.H. Hartzell,” which appeared 
nationally on PBS and is a mainstay for maritime 
interpretation in the classroom.  Brauer has been part of 
the production team on the feature films “The Lost 
Treasure of Sawtooth Island,” (2000) “Escanaba in da 
Moonlight” (2001) and “Barn Red” (2004).  He continues 
to also juggle commercial and educational assignments.   
For additional information and to purchase videos go to 
his website, www.brauer.com. ϖ 
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MAA Executive Board Election Results 
This year saw many Executive Board vacancies and the Nominations Committee gives a grateful thank you to all of 

the candidates who ran for board positions. According to the Association’s Constitution a number of these positions 
had to be filled by “a special election to complete the remainder of the unexpired term.”  Heidi Christein, our Treasurer 
since 2001, needed to step down because of a career change and a vacancy of one year was left in her term of office. 
William LeFevre, Member-at-Large agreed to run for the Treasurer position, causing a one-year board vacancy.  Karen 
Jania, also a Member-at-Large, decided to run for Vice President/President Elect, leaving a two-year term vacancy on 
the board.  In addition, the three-year Member-at-Large terms of Rebecca Mayne and Whitney Miller were completed.  
Rebecca decided not to run for another board position, but will continue to serve MAA as Co-Chair of the Conference 
Local Arrangements Committee for June 2005 and Co-Chair of the Education Committee, while Whitney chose to run 
for re-election to the Member-at-Large position. 

The election was held during the Annual Business Meeting on June 18, 2004, with the following results: 
• Karen Jania, Vice President/President Elect   (2004-2008) 
Head of Reference and Access Services, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
• Tom Nanzig, Secretary   (2004-2006) 
Editor, Research Collections, Pro-Quest-University Microfilms, Ann Arbor 
• William LeFevre, Treasurer   (2004-2005) 
Archivist III, Walter P. Reuther Library/Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University, Detroit 
• Brecque Keith, Member-at-Large, 3 year vacancy (2004-2007) 
University Archivist, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University, Detroit 
• Whitney Miller, Member-at-Large, 3 year vacancy (2004-2007) 
University Records Archivist, Michigan State University, Lansin 
• Jennifer Thomas, Member-at-Large, 2 year vacancy  (2004 to 2006) 
Marilyn Crandell Schleg Archivist & Special Collections Librarian/United Methodist Church West Michigan 
Conference Archivist, Albion College, Albion 
• Robert Garrett, Member-at-Large, 1 year vacancy   (2004-2005) 
Processing Archivist, State Archives of Michigan, Lansing 

ϖ 
 Michigan Archival 

Association Executive 
Board Meeting following 
the Annual Meeting at the 
Park Place Hotel, Traverse 
City, Michigan, Friday June 
18, 2004. 
Clockwise from center, 
Geoffrey Reynolds 
(standing); Robert Garrett; 
John Gibson; William 
LeFevre; Melinda McMartin 
(arm and hand only); Ann 
Swaney; Jennifer Thomas; 
Whitney Miller; Tom 
Nanzig; Rebecca Mayne 
(hand only); Heidi Christein; 
Cynthia Read-Miller (behind 
Heidi); and Brecque Keith.  
Board members not 
pictured: Karen Jania, 
Photographer, Sandy 
Eklund, and Marcus 
Robyns. 
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Austria.   
(Continued on page 14)

Michigan Collections – Gerald R. Ford Library 
 
Website 

Thanks to Bill McNitt, the 130-page internal strategy book 
that guided the Ford presidential campaign in 1976 is now on 
our website.  Also on the site is the campaign’s preliminary 
media plan prepared by the firm Bailey & Deardourff, as well 
as other documents from the Ford-Reagan and Ford-Carter 
contests. 
 
David Horrocks ϖ 
 
 
Joint Archives of  Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 
Phone: (616) 395-7798     FAX: (616) 395-7197 
E-mail: archives@hope.edu 
Web: http://www.hope.edu/resources/arc/ 
Hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. - Noon, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Collection News 
 

The Joint Archives of Holland has finished the processing 
of two important Civil War collections from Kent and Ottawa 
Counties.  Diana Rosenhagen, a native of Germany and this 
past year a teaching assistant in the Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages at Hope College, conducted the 
translation of several letters from German immigrant, Georg 
Adam Zimmermann, to English.  These letters will provide 
our researchers with some very interesting commentary on 
19th century German immigration and life in Kent County, 
Michigan, and as a Civil War soldier.  The second collection of 
letters is from Ottawa County soldier, Willem Roon, a Dutch 
immigrant.  Our research assistant, Michael Douma, chose to 
take on this daunting task and was successful in translating 
Roon's letters for future research. 

We are happy to announce that Hope College faculty 
member, Dr. David Schock, has successfully transferred the 
complete set of long-lost recordings celebrating Hollan’s 
centennial, “Echoes of a Century,” to digital format.  Thanks 
to a $1,000 grant from the Netherland-America Foundation, 
located in New York City, we were able to complete project 
without cost to the archives.  Because of that cost savings, the 
three CD set is now available for purchase for the low cost of 
$19.95. 

We are also pleased to announce the opening of the Latin 
Americans United for Progress (LAUP) organization’s 
records.  This collection documents the important social 
support that Latinos received during their immigration to the 
Holland area since the 1960s, as well as their founding of 

Fiesta!, a day of celebrating Hispanic heritage in the area. 
Our annual summer history project, which last year 

covered the history of polio in the Holland area, 
concentrated on the history of the Veneklasen family and 
their many West Michigan brickyards.  A book 
manuscript, written by summer research assistant 
Michael Douma and titled, Veneklasen Brick:  A Family, a 
Company, and a Unique 19th Century Dutch Architectural 
Movement in Michigan, is being reviewed for publication in 
the near future. 

Lastly, the Joint Archives of Holland moved into the 
newly renovated Henri and Elenore Theil Research 
Center during early October along with the A. C. Van 
Raalte Institute. 
 

Staff News 
 

Geoffrey D. Reynolds finished his term as president 
of the Michigan Archival Association at the annual 
meeting in June and is now assisting in the planning of 
their 2005 annual meeting to be held in Grand Rapids, 
with co-chairs Rebecca Mayne and Matthew Daley.  
Geoffrey's paper “Built Along the Shores of Macatawa:  
The History of Boat Building in the Holland, Michigan 
Area, 1837-2002,” was published in the Summer 2004 
volume of Inland Seas, the journal of the Great Lakes 
Historical Society. 

Geoffrey has also become part of the radio airwaves 
by joining local Holland AM radio station, WHTC, every 
other week to inform their listeners about what is 
happening at the Joint Archives of Holland.  During the 
morning drive listeners learn about events, both 
historical and current, research projects, and newly 
opened collections available for research. 
 

Geoffrey D. Reynolds ϖ 
 
 

Our Sponsors 
We would like to thank the following individuals and 

organizations for their generous support of the  
Michigan Archival Association 2004 Annual Meeting: 

- Hollinger Corp. 
- Ilitch Holdings, Inc. 
- Karen Jania 
- Dave Johnson 
- Michaeline Lewandowski 
- Metal Edge, Inc. 
- Northwestern Michigan College Dennos Museum 
- Northwestern Michigan College Osterlin Library 
- Old Mission Peninsula Wineries 
- The Park Place Hotel 
- Cynthia Read-Miller 
- Sleeping Bear Orchards 
- Eleanor Tacke 
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visitors can also tour that facility, just a few hundred 
yards from the New Air Zoo, to view more aircraft as 
well as aviation and military artifacts, aircraft and ship 
models, uniforms and other items.  
 

Staff changes   
Joe Krammin has recently been added to the archives 

staff as Collections Manager.  He joins Bill Painter, 
Registrar, in the preservation and cataloging efforts at the 
Air Zoo. Joe graduated from University of Michigan with 
a BA in History.  He interned at Charlton Park in 
Hastings, Michigan, working with their Blacksmith 
exhibit.  In October of 2003 he had the opportunity to 
train for a month at the Garber Center of the National 
Air and Space Smithsonian, outside of Washington 
DC.  While there he worked with artifacts of Charles 
Lindbergh; cataloging, preserving and photographing the 
items.  After having worked in another capacity at the Air 
Zoo for 4 years, he is looking forward to working with 
the collections. 
 

Collections news 
The Air Zoo is expanding its collection with the 

addition of artifacts from the now closed Michigan Space 
and Science center in Jackson Michigan.  We are currently 
in the process of moving the artifacts to their new home 
at the Air Zoo.  Notable items include:  a moon rock, 
flown space suits, a Redstone rocket, and a Saturn V F-1 
rocket engine.  The collection also contains personal 
items, photographs, and papers of many Michigan 
astronauts and NASA personal.   We hope to be able to 
put these items on display in the coming year. 
 

- Joe Krammin ϖ 
 
Did You Know That Grand Rapids 
• Is the Second largest city in Michigan 
• That the Grand River, a major state 

waterway, runs through it 
• Is County seat of Kent County 
• Is known worldwide for furniture 

production since 1876 
• Had the first air service  
• Was first city in U.S. to add fluoride to its 

drinking water in 1945 
• Had the first publicly-funded art 

installation 
 
Join Us for the MAA Annual Meeting 

- Temple Beth El Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives 
- Women’s History Project of Northwest Michigan 

Kalamazoo Aviation History 
Museum  
6151 Portage Road 
Portage MI 49024 
Phone: 1-866-5AIRZOO (866-524-7966) 
Web: http://www.airzoo.org  
Summer: May - September 
9 a.m. – 8 p.m., seven days a week   
Winter: October - April  
9 a.m. – 6 p.m., seven days a week  
 

Hello and welcome from the Kalamazoo Aviation 
History Museum, also known as the Air Zoo.  The Air 
Zoo houses many historical aircraft and related 
materials.  Included are books, photographs, personal 
histories, aviation artwork, uniforms and technical 
manuals.  Collections cover all aspects of aviation, but 
focus on the WWII period.  The Air Zoo is also home to 
the Guadalcanal Campaign Veterans Museum as well as 
the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame.   
 

 

Building improvements  
This May, the Air Zoo celebrated the grand 

opening of its newest addition, an interactive 
aviation attraction that will make anyone’s time fly. 
The new 120,000-square-foot facility brings aviation 
history to life through hands-on sensory experiences, 
including flight simulators, indoor amusement rides and 
two 4-D theaters that combine 3-D filmmaking with 
other special effects. The new Air Zoo houses a 
collection of vintage aircraft, which includes a rare SR-
71B Blackbird spy plane, and features a 32- by 900-foot, 
hand-painted mural depicting major moments in aviation 
history, certified by the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the largest hand painted, indoor mural in the 
world.  The new Air Zoo building also has banquet and 
meeting facilities, a restaurant and gift shop.  

The Original Air Zoo building remains open and 
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September 18th highlighted Hannah’s life and role at 
MSU.   
 

- Sarah Roberts ϖ 
Rabbi Leo M. Franklin 
Archives 
7400 Telegraph Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301 
Phone: (248) 851-1100 Ext. 3137    Fax: (248) 851-1187 
E-mail: franklinarchives@tbeonline.org. 
Web: http://tbeonline.org/Rfranklinarchive1 
Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (except state and 
Jewish holidays) 
 

 
 
Update 

The Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives in conjunction 
with the Friends of the Archives in celebration of the 
350th Anniversary of Jews in America invites you to 
attend: Retracing the Route to Freedom: Jewish 
Abolitionists and the Underground Railroad.  

Anthony Cohen is the Founder and Executive 
Director of The Menare Foundation, Inc., a national 
non-profit working to restore Underground Railroad safe 
houses nationwide. Cohen will be the guest speaker for 
the December 2nd program.  

On May 4, 1996, Anthony Cohen embarked on a 
two-month-long journey to explore a tragically 
overlooked part of American history - the Underground 
Railroad - the secret network, which thousands of slaves 
traveled to attain their freedom. 

Cohen began his trek in Sandy Spring, Maryland, 
traveling a distance of 1,200 miles by foot, boat and rail, 
arriving at his final destination in Amherstburg, Ontario 
on July 7, 1996. Cohen traced the steps of runaways 
along wilderness trails and waterways to fugitive slave 
communities and Quaker sanctuaries. 

Following the success of his walk, Cohen embarked 
on another in 1998 traveling for three months from 
Mobile, Alabama to Windsor, Ontario.  Summer 2005 
will bring his third and final expedition as he follows the 

Grand Rapids 
June 2-3, 2005 

Michigan Collections 
 

Michigan State University 
Archives & Historical 
Collections 
101 Conrad Hall 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327 
Phone: (517) 355-2330     Fax: (517) 353-9319 
E-mail: msuarhc@msu.edu 
Web: www.archives.msu.edu 
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.; 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

Update 
Whitney Miller and Fred Honhart both spoke at the 

REO Centennial Celebration in July.  Whitney spoke 
about Ransom E. Olds and his connection to Michigan 
State University.  Fred spoke about the REO Motor 
Car collection and the Ransom E. Olds papers in the 
MSU Archives. 

In honor of the centennial of the REO Motor Car 
Company, a new online exhibit will soon appear on our 
website.  “REO – The Man and the Machine” by Portia 
Vescio gives a brief history of the company and 
features photographs from the REO collection.  It will 
be available at www.archives.msu.edu in the online 
exhibits section.  Please check back if you do not see 
the new exhibit on our website right away.  We are in 
the process of redesigning our website and it will 
appear when the updated website is launched. 

The 2005 MSU Sesquicentennial Calendar, number 
5 in a series of 5, is currently available.  The calendar 
features historical images of campus from the archives 
juxtaposed with modern photos showing how the 
university has changed.  Please visit the archives’ 
website (see link above) to view the images or purchase 
a calendar. 

Portia Vescio and Fred Honhart attended the SAA 
annual meeting in Boston.  Portia took the Academy of 
Certified Archivists exam and passed with flying colors.  
Congratulations Portia! 

Fred recently attended the International Council on 
Archives meeting in Vienna, Austria.  Fred is president 
of the Section on University and Research Institution 
Archives.  MSU will host the 2005 ICA/SUV annual 
conference on September 6-9, 2005.  For more 
information visit www.archives.msu.edu/icasuv/ 
   Fred helped prepare a tribute to John Hannah who 
was MSU President from 1941-1969.  The tribute 
coincided with the unveiling of the Hannah statue 
created by artist Bruce Wolfe.  The presentation on 
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route of his great-great grand-uncle who fled slavery in 
Savannah, GA for freedom in Canada during 1851. This 
journey will be chronicled in a documentary, The 
Underground Railroad: A Personal Journey, to be released 
nationwide in summer 2006. 
 Cohen has served as a consultant to the National 
Parks Conservation Association, Maryland Public 
Television, and NASA among others and trained Oprah 
Winfrey for her role as Sethe in the 1998 motion picture 
Beloved.   

Anthony Cohen’s ancestors, who are connected to a 
line of free black people, founded the Mickve Israel 
Congregation in Savannah. Cohen also has Native 
American ancestry.  His presentation will focus on his 
family and an ancestor, a slave, born to a Jewish mother 
and a Cherokee slave in Savannah, who escaped on the 
Underground Railroad.  

For more information please contact the Rabbi Leo 
M. Franklin Archives at 248-851-1100 ext. 3137 or 
franklinarchives@tbeonline.org. 

 
Stacie Narlock ϖ 

 
 

 

State Archives of Michigan 
Michigan Department of History, Arts and Libraries 
Michigan Historical Center  
717 W. Allegan Street 
P. O. Box 30740  
Lansing, MI 48909-8240  
(517) 373-1408    Fax: (517) 241-1658  
Web: www.michigan.gov/statearchives 
Hours: M-F 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Projects and Events: 

The State Archives web site (www.michigan.gov/ 
statearchives) includes some significant new resources.  
Browsers can now access an index of the Archives’ 
portrait collection.  More naturalization database indexes 
have been added as well, with twenty-two Michigan 
counties now represented. 

The State Archives hosted its annual “Documentary 
Treasures” exhibit on Michigan History Day (Thursday 
of Michigan Week), May 20, 2004.  This year’s exhibit 
highlighted the Civilian Conservation Corps and the 
125th anniversary of the state capitol. One hundred and 
twenty people attended the event. 

October is Family History Month at the Michigan 
Department of History, Arts and Libraries.  Mark Harvey 
and Dave Johnson will give five presentations during the 
month.  The topics are:  Preservation, Land Records, 
Naturalization Records, 19th Century Military Records 
and 20th Century Military Records.  Mark Harvey will 

also be giving a presentation for Civil War Saturday 
(October 9th) at the Michigan Library and Historical Center.  

The Talbert and Leota Abrams Foundation awarded 
money to the State Archives of Michigan to index and 
digitize 55,000 Michigan land patents.  The project has been 
completed.  Archives reference staff can now perform key-
word searches of these documents.  The index and digital 
copies of patents will be available on CD-ROM.  Staff also 
plan to create an on-line version, accessible via the State 
Archives’ web site.   

The Talbert and Leota Abrams Foundation also awarded 
money to the State Archives for the MARC cataloging of 
local government records and private collections of 
genealogical value.  The cataloging will be completed by 
OCLC TechPro.  The grant period began in May, 2004 and 
will last through September, 2005.  Mary Zimmeth will be 
administering the grant. 

The State Archives will be uploading digital images via 
OCLC’s CONTENTdm software.  The images will include 
1,347 Civil War photos and depictions of all Michigan 
territorial and state governors.  Plans call for these to be 
available on OCLC’s web site, beginning October 1st.   
Local government records management services have been 
transferred from the State Archives to State Records 
Management Services (RMS), a section of the Michigan 
Historical Center.  RMS responsibilities will include the 
review and creation of Retention and Disposal schedules, 
response to records management questions, and advice to 
local government on microfilming, imaging and electronic 
records management.  Questions on the program should be 
directed to Debra Gearhart, Director of Records 
Management Services.  The State Archives will continue to 
determine the archival value of local government records, 
manage the regional repository system, provide advice and 
solutions concerning the preservation of and access to local 
government archival records, and provide presentations and 
education on local government records of archival value. 
 

Staff 
Mark Harvey, Reference Archivist, was elected to the 

Michigan Alliance for Cultural Conservation. 
Bob Garrett, Processing Archivist, will be chairing a 

Midwest Archives Conference session entitled “The Web 
and Its Impact on Archival Work.”  The session will be held 
October 29th in Des Moines, Iowa.  Bob Garrett served on 
the Local Arrangements Committee for the 2004 MAA 
annual meeting in Traverse City.  He was also elected to a 
one-year term on the MAA board.  Bob and Mark Harvey 
both chaired sessions at the MAA annual meeting. 

Caryn Wojcik, State Government Records Liaison, was 
transferred to Records Management Services.  She will serve 
as RMS’s Government Records Archivist and Liaison to the 
State Archives.  An article by Caryn Wojcik was published in 
Volume 27, Number 2 of Archival Issues.  The article is 
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entitled “Appraisal, Reappraisal and Deaccessioning.”
 

Robert Garrett ϖ 
 
Michigan Collections 
 

Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48202 
Phone: (313) 577-4024     FAX: (313) 577-4300 
E-mail: reutherreference@wayne.edu 
Web: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/ 
Hours: M-Tu 11:00 a.m. – 6:45 p.m. 
    W-F 9:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
 
Update 

The Walter P. Reuther Library is pleased to announce 
that Kathy Schmeling was appointed Interim Associate 
Director on June 21, 2004.  Previously Kathy served as the 
United Farm Worker archivist.  During her seventeen years 
with the Reuther Kathy has also played an active role in the 
archival administration program. 

The Reuther is also pleased to announce the opening of 
Hear Me Roar: Women and Social Justice.  Using photographs, 
documents and graphics from over one hundred of the 
Library's collections, Hear Me Roar tells the story of female 
social reformers and their empowerment through collective 
action.  The exhibit opened on September 23, 2004 and will 
close in August 2005. 

In June 2004 the Reuther received the first of several 
installments of boxes from civil rights lawyer and Wayne 
State University law professor, Robert Sedler.  The records 
concern what is often referred to as the Dearborn, Michigan 
Parks Case in which the Michigan ACLU contracted Sedler 
to litigate on behalf of a class of African-American plaintiffs.  
That case dealt with Dearborn’s efforts to restrict non-
residents from using its parks, which Sedler argued were a 
guise to restrict African-Americans living in nearby Detroit.  

The Washington, DC-based public relations firm, 
Abernathy Associates, donated five linear feet of records to 
the Walter P. Reuther Library.  These records were created 
in connection with the firm’s work for the Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU).  The material, 
comprised of newspaper clippings, photos and press 
releases, will add to the holdings that the Reuther Library 
has on SEIU.  SEIU, the largest union within the AFL-CIO 
with 1.6 million members, designated the Reuther Library as 
its official depository for its historical records in 1992.  
Collections recently donated also include the Gary Mitchell 
manuscript collection containing FBI files regarding Father 
Coughlin. 

In July, eight distinguished trade union leaders from 

Russia visited the Walter P. Reuther Library.  The visit, 
sponsored by the United States Department of State, is 
part of a project to educate participants about the U.S. 
labor system and international labor practices. 

The North American Labor History Conference will 
be held on October 21-23, 2004 at the McGregor 
Memorial Conference Center on the campus of Wayne 
State University.  
 
- Kristen Chinery ϖ 
 
 

International Council on 
Archives/Section on University and 
Research Institution Archives 
(ICA/SUV) Comes to Michigan!! 
By Fred Honhart, Director, Michigan State 
University Archives & Historical Collections 

Have you ever wanted to participate in an 
international archives conference, but were unable 
because of the cost?  Well, now is your chance! The 2005 
Annual Meeting of the International Council on 
Archives/Section on University and Research Institution 
Archives (ICA/SUV) will be held at Michigan State 
University in East Lansing September 6-9, 2005.  This is 
only the second time since its creation that the SUV has 
met in the United States.  Don’t miss this unique 
opportunity to meet and mingle with archivists from 
around the world. 

The Program Committee for the 2005 Meeting is 
seeking out dynamic and innovative speakers to submit 
proposals for individual papers or complete sessions.  
You do not need to be a member of the ICA to submit a 
proposal and new speakers are encouraged to take part.  
The deadline for proposals is January 31, 2005. 

The program will primarily consist of traditional 90-
minute sessions containing 2-3 prepared papers of 15-20 
minutes each followed by a comment and discussion 
period.  Please note, presenters will have to submit a 
written copy of their text six weeks in advance of the 
meeting to assist with translation. 

The theme of the 2005 Meeting is the comparison of 
Central, North, and South American college and 
university archives with other university archives around 
the world.  Subthemes of the conference will include 
science and technology, multi-cultural archives, collecting 
materials across borders, collecting non-university 
material, and athletics.   

Persons wishing to submit proposals should send a  
1-2 paragraph summary to: Fred Honhart, Michigan 
State University, 101 Conrad Hall, East Lansing, MI 
48824; Fax: 517.353.9319; E-mail: honhart@msu.edu.
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News and Notes 
υ Whitney Miller, has taken a leave of 
absence from Michigan State University 
Archives & Historical Center for one 
year because her U.S. Army Reserve 
unit was called to active duty. 
υ The Walter P. Reuther Library is 
pleased to announce that Kathy 
Schmeling was appointed Interim 
Associate Director on June 21, 2004.  
Previously Kathy served as the United 
Farm Worker archivist.  During her 
seventeen years with the Reuther Kathy 
has also played an active role in the 
archival administration program. 
υ The Archival Administration 
Graduate Program at Wayne State 
University announced that Mike Smith, 
Director of the Walter P. Reuther 
Library, has been named Director of the 
program. 
υ Congratulations to Carol Whittaker, 
Reference Archivist, Benson Ford 
Research Center, The Henry Ford, and 
her husband, Patrick, on the birth of 
their son, Julian Patrick Darr Whittaker, 
on August 19, 2004.  
 υ Cymbrie Trepczynski Scholarship 
At Wayne State University, Archival 
Program - Many of us have worked 
with Cymbrie and know her to be an 
energetic and enthusiastic archivist.  
Anyone who has met Cymbrie will 
never forget the sense of humor and 
love of people she conveys.  She is 
unfortunately losing her battle with 
breast cancer and many of us felt we 
wanted to allow her to continue to 
impact her chosen profession.  In honor 
of the multitude of contributions 
Cymbrie has made to our profession, we 
are raising money to support a 
scholarship for archival students.  This 
will allow Cymbrie to continue to 
contribute to education and the archival 
profession.  If you would like to 
contribute, please make check payable 
to Wayne State University and write 
“Cymbrie Trepczynski Scholarship” in 
the memo field. Contributions should 
be mailed to Mike Smith, Reuther 
Library, Wayne State University, 5401 
Cass Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202. 

Top of Park Room, 
Park Place Hotel, 
Traverse City, on 
Friday June 18, 
2004.  Annual 
meeting attendees 
cue up for the 
buffet luncheon.  
Left to right (facing 
photographer): 
Terry Hoover, Greg 
Kinney, Cynthia 
Read-Miller 
(background), Carol 
Vandenberg; Peter 
Kalinski; and Karen 
Morgen. 
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Dear Barricaded, 
 It is with a heavy heart that I learned about your predicament.  Once again “The Man” has 
stilled a voice crying out about “History,” “Truth,” and “Lunch.”  Here at the Dr. Archives House 
of Cadaverous Cartons, we too are not immune to the slings and arrows of outrageous budget 
trimming.  Why, when the “Dot Arch” stock market bubble went bust, the Dusty Doc was forced to 
hoof it on the road.  Threadbare and sore-footed, the Doctor joined fellow “archies” in a long and 
difficult search for compact shelter & lignin-free sustenance. 
 After that experience, the Determined Doc searched for alternate funding sources.  The Eager 
Archival Assistants tried mining the Torpid Doc’s easy chair for loose change, but it went dry after 
Fox cancelled “Firefly.”  A pyramid scheme involving King Korn trading stamps collapsed in a 
flurry of yellow stickies and the Degraded Doctor’s efforts to find a “sugar daddy” became fresh 
meat for the tabloids. 
 Obviously, something more stable and less attention getting was needed.  While browsing 
through an old copy of the magazine “Shazam!” a solution was found.  Gathering what few pennies 
were left in the coin purse, Desperate Doc journeyed to Colon, Michigan.  There, in the World’s 
Magic Capital, success was found at last.  For a devilishly small sum, the good Doctor purchased a 
marvelous device –The Dollar Bill Duplicator.  Put a buck in and two come out, and all it takes is a 
dollar to “prime” it each time.  With minimal investment the Delighted Doctor expects soon to gain 
the financial security only tens of dollars can provide. 
 Barricaded, we live in a fickle world full of uncertainty and grief.  However, take heart.  What 
we do for a living is so important, so paramount in the minds of the general public and government 
officials, that you are sure to find another job in no time.  Yes, indeed, uh, with certainty, ah…Why 
are you laughing so loud?? 
ϖ

Dear Dr. Archives, 
Help!! Some hired goons from the State have come to cut off the funding 
spigot!  What should I do?? I can’t hold them off forever!!  
Signed, 
Barricaded in Bath 



Open Entry   Fall 2004  21 

Simple (and CHEAP!)  
Outreach Ideas for Archival Collections 
By: Kim Schroeder, Archive Media Partners 

As public funds and donations have become tighter, archives are opening up to a more commercial model for fund-
raising.  Many archives, long projecting the image of academic access only, are realizing that the new model “Access for 
All” makes us stronger. 
How is this? 
1) Broader access provides a wider base of donations. 
2) Increased publicity of an archives results in more requests and donations. 
3) Better education of the public leads to better understanding and donations. 

So, without a business degree how does an archivist enter into more commercial endeavors? 
Simple Tasks 
Newsletter 
1) Create a one-page double-sided newsletter that can be distributed quarterly that announces new acquisitions, newly processed 

collections, fun facts, desired materials, volunteer updates, equipment needs, etc. 
2) DISTRIBUTE this via economical means such as non-profit bulk postage, e-mail, volunteers, or local media.  
3) Create a list of local history or subject specialist organizations that would be interested in newly processed materials and send them 

newsletter copies. 
4) Create a list of media to send the newsletter. 
Outreach 
1) Be open to speaking to associations that have specialists in the content area being promoted.  Local history, automobiles, industrial 

film, history of the book, historical photographs, etc. are all hot areas. 
2) Be open to inviting these organizations to host a meeting at the archives. 
3) Be creative!  Partner with other organizations to create events. 

For example, a transportation archives might partner with a local union to have a retired member event at the archives and use it 
as a chance to get assistance from retirees to help identify people and events in their collection.  This also might result in more 
donations. 

Commercial Appraisal 
1) Look at research trends and evaluate what exists in the archives to support this.  For example, this is an election year so anything 

related to campaigns, speeches, candidates and politics, in general, will be more in demand.  Another example is the Scrapbooking 
trend.  Pick a few key photographs that would make nice scrapbook covers and market them to the local scrapbook community. 

2) Organizational anniversaries of those involved in creating a collection are great creative opportunities.  An upcoming anniversary 
of a TV station to which an archive houses its collection is a great opportunity.  This often leads to joint events to reinforce the 
longevity of the organization.  Many times organizations do not even notice they have an anniversary coming up.  Remind them! 

3) Anniversaries of buildings with significant architecture in the community are in demand.  Local newspapers will often use "filler” 
articles that cover the history of a local landmark.  Buildings in danger of being demolished are also especially newsworthy. 

4) Little known materials that lie in a collection that NO ONE else would know exists or would not think to ask for.  These 
unexpected gems, sometimes quirky, sometimes historically mesmerizing can provide publicity and colorful media coverage.  
These items might be something that changes the history books or something that is humorous.  Do not underestimate the power 
of humor!  Again, the local media will often enjoy covering these unique items, as would associations that research in this 
discipline. 

Students 
1) Labor is a huge need in all archives.  Use students for some of the above tasks and special projects.  Ask the local university for 

marketing, archival or history students to help with archival projects.  Placing students in an archive can happen very quickly.  
Having practical work experience is often critical for students to find work after graduation; there is a demand for internships, 
practicums, volunteers, and class projects. It will be important to coordinate this with a professor that understands your 
institutions’ needs, so choose carefully. 

2) It is important here to recognize that applying some of these techniques can be done with little time and a lot of common sense.  
Archivists who search deep, and know the collection, also know what is most viable for generating revenue.  Marketing expertise is 
not necessary to make a significant difference in public knowledge of a collection.  Of course, it is important to know the staffs’ 
weaknesses, and if an archive cannot make the time, or is apprehensive about putting energy in something that will not work, then 
hire a student or expert with marketing know-how for just a consult.  
ϖ 
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Welcome New MAA Members! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Abe 
2514 Benjamin Ave. 
Royal Oak, MI  48073 
 
Jill Coe 
Public Libraries of Saginaw 
505 Janes Ave. 
Saginaw, MI  48607-1285 
 
Wesley Arden Dick 
Albion College 
History Department 
Albion, MI  49224 
 
Dawn Dittmar 
112 Meribah St. 
Highland, MI  48357 
 
Jan Durecki 
3136 Howland 
Almont, MI  48003 
 

 
Kim Schroeder 
662 West Canfield 
Detroit, MI  48201 
 
Katherine Seeburger-O’Neil 
1540 Peterson 
West Bloomfield, MI  48324 
 
 
Chair, MAA Membership 
Committee: 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Joint Archives of Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 
(616) 395-7798  
reynoldsg@hope.edu 

Laurel A. Grotzinger 
Western Michigan University 
University Libraries 
1903 W. Michigan 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008 
 
Greg Kinney 
2265 Pittsfield 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104 
 
Joe Krammin 
Kalamazoo Aviation History 
Museum 
3101 E. Milham Rd. 
Kalamazoo, MI  49002 
 
Noah Phelps 
3755 Henry St. #210 
Muskegon, MI  49441 
 
Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Marquette 
444 S. Fourth St. 
P.O. Box 550 
Marquette, MI  49855 
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Calendar of Events: 2004-2005 
2004 
September 23, 2004 through August 2005 – Exhibit, Hear Me 
Roar: Women and Social Justice at the Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI (www.reuther.wayne.edu) 
October 8-10 – Choices & Challenges Symposium for Curators 
and Archivists, 2nd Biennial, at The Henry Ford, Dearborn, MI  
(website: http://www.thehenryford.org) 
October 15-17 – 130th Annual State History Conference, 
Historical Society of Michigan, Fort Miami Heritage Society, St. 
Joseph, MI (800-692-1828; www.hsmichigan.org) 
October 16 - The Book Club of Detroit and The Friends of the 
Detroit Public Library invite you to attend a seminar on Rare 
Bird Books in the collection of the Detroit Public Library.  
Special guest lecturer is David Corson, curator of the Hill 
Ornithological Collection at Cornell University. (313-833-4048) 
October 28-30 – Midwest Archives Conference, Fall Meeting, 
Des Moines, IA  
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm)  
November 4-5 – “Encoded Archival Description,” Society of 
American Archivists’ Professional Education Offering, Co-
sponsored by The University of Akron, Akron, OH 
(www.archivists.org/prof-education/workshop-
detail.asp?id=1305) 
Nov 8-11 – “Mold, Moisture, and Remediation Workshop”, 
ACGIH® Professional Learning Center, 1330 Kemper Meadow 
Drive, Cincinnati, OH 
(https://www.acgih.org/events/course.htm; 513-742-2020) 
Dec 2 – “Retracing the Route to Freedom: Jewish Abolitionists 
and the Underground Railroad,” program by Anthony Cohen at 
the Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives, Bloomfield Hills, MI  
(248-851-1100 ext. 3137; franklinarchives@tbeonline.org) 
2005 
April 28-30 – Midwest Archives Conference, Spring Meeting, 
Chicago, IL 
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm) 
May 21-27 – Michigan History Week 
(http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17447_18630---
,00.html) 
June 2-3 – Michigan Archival Association, Annual Meeting, 
Grand Rapids, MI (www.maasn.org)    
August 15-21 – Society of American Archivists Annual 
Meeting, New Orleans (www.archivists.org/index.asp)    ϖ

Photograph Sources 
♦ Page 1 – Karen L. Jania 
♦ Page 3 – John Gibson 
♦ Page 4 – Jennie Thomas 
♦ Page 8 – Cranbrook Archives 
♦ Page 9 – Cranbrook Archives 
♦ Page 10 – Ford Motor Co. 
♦ Page 12 – Left: Ann Swaney 

  Right: Karen L. Jania 
♦ Page 13 – Karen L. Jania 
♦ Page 15 – Kalamazoo Aviation History Museum 
♦ Page 16 – Rabbi Leo M. Franklin Archives 
♦ Page 19 – Karen L. Jania    ϖ 

MAA Committee Members 
Conference Local Arrangements Committee:  
Rebecca Mayne, Co-Chair 

(616) 988-5402 Ext. 5496  
rmayne@grpl.org  

Matthew Daley, Co-Chair 
daleym@gvsu.edu 

 
Conference Program Committee: 
Brecque Keith, Co-Chair 
 (313) 577-9894 
 ac8756@wayne.edu 
Jennifer Thomas, Co-Chair 

(517) 629-0487 
jthomas@albion.edu 

 
Education Committee:  
Rebecca Mayne, Co-Chair 

(616) 988-5402 Ext. 5496  
rmayne@grpl.org 

Marcus Robyns, Co-Chair  
(906) 227-1225 
mrobyns@nmu.edu 

 
Fund-Raising Committee:  
Geoffrey Reynolds, Chair  

(616) 395-7798 
reynoldsg@hope.edu 

 
Image/Public Relations Committee: 
Karen Jania, Chair 

(734) 764-3482 
Kljania@umich.edu 

 
Membership Committee:  
Geoffrey Reynolds, Chair  

(616) 395-7798 
reynoldsg@hope.edu 

 
Nominations Committee: 
Karen Jania, Chair 

(734) 764-3482 
Kljania@umich.edu 

 
Publications Committee:  
Cynthia Read-Miller, Chair 
 (313) 982-6081 
 CynthiaR@TheHenryFord.org 
Leslie Armbruster, MAA Editor 

(313) 317 -9071  
lgowan1@ford.com 

 
Web Committee: 
Mark Harvey, WebMaster 

(517) 373-1415  
Harveym@michigan.gov 

Melinda McMartin 
(231) 796-1693 
mcmartim@ferris.edu    ϖ 
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Michigan Archival Association 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Chair, Membership Committee 
Joint Archives of Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 

  

  
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

Membership Application 
Individual Dues: $15.00 
Student /Retiree: $12.00 

Return form to: 
William LeFevre 
MAA Treasurer 
Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University  
5401 Cass Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48202 

 http://www.maasn.org   
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City:______________________________________ State:____________ Zip:____________________________ 
 
Phone:(W)_________________________________ (H)______________________________________________ 
 
 
Fax:_______________________________________E-mail:__________________________________________

 


