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Park Place Hotel, Traverse City Leelanau Peninsula, Traverse City
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The best way to experience this lost-in-time-and-space 
feeling is to shoot out the bay-hugging ribbon of road  
M 22 into the northwestern peninsula called Leelanau,  
an Indian word meaning “land of many delights.” 
(excerpt from article, “A Timeless Escape” by Melissa Rossi) 

See Page 10 for More About the Annual Meeting

In the heart of Traverse City, a hotel was built on a 
plot of park property in 1873.  The completion of the 
10-story tower in 1930 provided spectacular views of 
West Bay.  Today these views can be enjoyed from 
the hotel’s Beacon Lounge beginning at 5 p.m. 
 

 



2   Open Entry  Spring 2004 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table of Contents 
President’s Column……………… …………   3 
Wanted: Lone Arranger/ette……… ………..   4 
Michigan Collections………… …………..…..   5 
Annual Meeting Preview…………………..… 10 
MAA Executive Board, 2003-2004 … …… 2&11 
From the MAA Vice President …….…….….  11 
News and Notes…………………………….. 14 
City of Kalamazoo Records Management…… 15 
Ask Dr. Archives…………………………… 16 
Rare Book Collection, Detroit Public Library..  17 
New MAA Members …..……………………  18 
Calendar of Events…………………………. 19 
MAA Website ………………………………  19 
Raffle Prize for Annual Meeting ……………  19 
Open Entry Editor – A New Age…………….  19 
MAA Application …………………………..   20 

 
Editor, Leslie Armbruster 
Contributing Editor, Bonnie Walworth 
Production Editor, Cynthia Read-Miller 

Board Members 
 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
President (2002-2004) 
Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 
(616) 395-7798 
reynoldsg@hope.edu 
 
John Gibson 
Vice-President (2002-2004) 
Burton Historical Collections 
Detroit Public Library 
5201 Woodward Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 833-1480 
Altarcall99@juno.com 
 
Laura Mancini 
Secretary (2002-2004) 
Oakland County Library 
1200 N. Telegraph Rd., Dept. 481 
Pontiac, MI 48341-0481 
(248) 858-0380 
mancinil@co.oakland.mi.us 
 
Heidi Christein 
Treasurer (2003-2005) 
1212 Peveril Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 
(248) 852-3883 
heidi1212@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.maasn.org 

 
Open Entry is a biannual publication of the Michigan Archival 
Association.  All submissions should be directed to:   
Leslie Armbruster at lgowan1@ford.com  
Ford Motor Company Archives, Schaefer Court III 
14441 Rotunda Rd., Suite 180, Dearborn, MI 48120   
♦ The deadlines for materials are: 

September 15th - Fall 2004 issue  
February 15th - Spring 2005 issue 

Members-At-Large 
 
Karen L. Jania (2003-2006) 
Bentley Historical Library  
University of Michigan 
1150 Beal Ave. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 
(734) 764-3482 
Kljania@umich.edu 
 
William LeFevre (2002-2005) 
Walter Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 577-2789 
William.LeFevre@wayne.edu 
 
Rebecca Mayne (2001-2004) 
Grand Rapids History & Special   
Collections Center  
Grand Rapids Public Library  
111 Library St., N.E.  
Grand Rapids, MI  49503  
(616) 988-5402 Ext. 5496  
rmayne@grpl.org  
 
Melinda McMartin (2003-2006) 
Ferris State University 
Big Rapids, MI 49307 
(231) 591-3731 
mcmartim@ferris.edu 
 
 

Whitney Miller (2001-2004)
University Archives and Historical Collections 
101 Conrad Hall 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327 
millerwh@msu.edu  
 
Marcus C. Robyns (2002-2005) 
Central Upper Peninsula & Northern 
Michigan University Archives 
1401 Presque Isle Ave. 
Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 227-1225 
mrobyns@nmu.edu 
 
Sandy Eklund, Conference Coordinator  
 (2003-2005) 
20658 Woodmont 
Harper Woods, MI 48225 
(313) 884-5601 
aa6699@wayne.edu 
 
Adhoc Members 
 
Mark Harvey, MAA Online, Editor  
State Archives of Michigan  
702 W. Kalamazoo Street  
Lansing, MI 48909-8240  
(517) 373-1415  
Harveym@michigan.gov 
 
Leslie Armbruster, Open Entry, Editor 
Ford Motor Company Archives 
Schaefer Court III  
14441 Rotunda Rd., Suite 180 
Dearborn, MI 48120   
(313) 317 –9071 lgowan1@ford.com 



Open Entry   Spring 2004  3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from Holland as I write my last president's column for this fine organization.  I 
have enjoyed serving as president this last year and a half and hope that I will see you all at 
the annual meeting in June.   
 
Speaking of MAA Annual Meeting I hope all of you have saved a little bit of your budgets 
for another great meeting to be held at the Park Place Hotel in downtown Traverse City. 
Ann Swaney and the rest of Traverse local arrangements group are promising a great time. 
Program Committee co-chairpersons Melinda McMartin and Bob Garrett have created a 
great program of events and learning experiences slated to take place both at the hotel and 
nearby attractions as you will see from the story inside this issue.  As always the price 
promises to be right and a worthwhile drive for many of you, but the board also hopes 
many of you will stay the weekend or the week to soak up the atmosphere of the meeting 
place.  These meetings are designed to educate and entertain our membership as well as 
making contact with the many other archivists in Michigan, but you can also have a good 
time in one of the best resort destinations in the Midwest. 
 
Now is also the time for you to consider running for a position on the board, as several 
positions will be open at this upcoming annual meeting.  If you would like to throw your 
hat into the ring contact John Gibson and he will submit your name to the nominations 
committee.  The board is always eager to introduce more members of our membership to 
the high-ranking duties of an officer in MAA.  Besides if you are a member who really 
wants to make things happen this is your chance to “change the organization from 
within.” 
 
Till then I wish you all warm processing rooms and reading rooms full of eager 
researchers dependent on every word you say. 
 
 
 
 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
MAA President 

President’s Column 
 

by Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
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WANTED: 
A new contributor for our Lone Arranger/ette column 

Not sure if you fit the bill? Take the following quiz:
 

1) Do you perk up at the sound of approaching footsteps that  
signal the arrival of someone to talk to? 

2) Do you spend most of your day laughing at your own jokes 
because no one else is there to hear them? 

3) Do you long to impart your words of wisdom to other  
archivists in the same boat? 

 
If you answered “Yes!” to any of the questions above, please feel 

free volunteer for this opportunity!  Contact Leslie Armbruster at 
lgowan1@ford.com for details.   ϖ 
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Bentley Historical Library
The University of Michigan  
1150 Beal Avenue  
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 
(313) 764-3482    Fax: (313) 936-1333 
Web: http://www.umich.edu/~bhl/ 
Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
September to April: Sa, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 a.m. 
March to April: W 6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
 
New Addition: 
 Work is underway on a new addition to the 
library.  The new “wing” will more than double the 
stack capacity of the Bentley.  In addition there 
will be new office and processing space that will 
primarily serve the Bentley's University Archives 
and Records Program.  Below that administrative 
space there will be space for a new conservation 
lab that will include a cold room for the storage of 
film.  The existing space in the basement, currently 
occupied by the conservation department, will 
now be available for flat storage and storage of 
outsized material.  We expect completion of the 
project by the end of June.  There will be a 
celebratory opening of the new space at some time 
in the fall. 
 
New Acquisitions: 

The Bentley Historical Library will house a 
significant collection in architectural history with 
the gift of original construction drawings, 
photography and writings of Albert Kahn by the 
firm he founded, Albert Kahn Associates Inc. 
(AKA).  One of the world's most influential 
industrial architects, Kahn inspired the founders of 
Modernism as he transformed the skylines of 
Detroit and the University of Michigan.  
According to Francis Blouin, director of the 
Bentley Historical Library, “the Kahn papers are 
extraordinary, both as significant historical 
documents and as finely rendered drawings. We 
are gratified to receive a gift that allows the Bentley 
to preserve documents that speak both to the 
history of the state of Michigan and that represent 
seminal work in industrial architecture.” 

The initial gift includes construction drawings 

and photographs for more than fifty industrial, 
commercial, institutional and residential buildings 
designed by Kahn between 1898 and 1942 
including the Ford Motor Company Highland 
Park and Rouge Glass plants, General Motors 
Building, Fisher Building, Edsel and Eleanor 
Ford House, and Detroit Athletic Club.  Kahn’s 
significant architectural imprint on the University 
of Michigan is represented, with drawings of the 
Burton Tower, Clements Library, University 
Hospital, Hill Auditorium and other campus 
landmarks. Other projects will be transferred to 
the collection at a future date.  Currently, the 
Bentley Library's conservators, James Craven, 
Ann Flowers and Dianna Borel, are preparing the 
ink-on-linen drawings for long-term 
preservation.  Sally Bund, the Bentley Library’s 
architectural archivist, arranged and described 
Kahn’s drawings, correspondence, speeches and 
articles that offer his perspective on American 
architectural history, industrial architecture, 
Impressionist art and city planning. 

Kahn's achievements in modern industrial 
architecture add new dimensions to the Bentley’s 
collections for the study of Modernism. The 
library also houses the archival records of the A. 
Alfred Taubman College of Architecture and 
Urban Planning, as well as drawings and records 
of architects Gunnar Birkerts, George Brigham, 
C. Theodore Larson, Reginald Malcolmson, 
William Muschenheim and Walter Sanders. 
These collections afford a unique insight into the 
intersection of East Coast and Midwest design, 
manufacturing and design research, domestic and 
corporate architecture, and urban form. 
 
Staff Changes: 

In July of this year, Karen Jania was 
named to head the Reference Department at the 
Bentley Library.  Karen began her career at the 
Bentley Library in 1987 as a reference assistant.  
Malgosia Myc was appointed assistant archivist in 
the Reference Department in June 2003.  We are 
pleased to welcome Karen and Malgosia to their 
new positions at the Bentley Library. 

 
- Marilyn McNitt ϖ 

Michigan Collections
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 Michigan Collections 
 

Howell Area Archives 
Howell Carnegie District Library 
314 W. Grand River 
Howell, MI 48843 
Phone: (517) 546-0720 ext. 129 
Web: www.howelllibrary.org 
Hours: W, F, Sa 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
  
Who We Are 

The Howell Area Archives collects, organizes 
and maintains printed items, articles, memorabilia, 
photographs and written materials of historical 
significance to Livingston County, Michigan. We 
are located on the ground floor of the Howell 
Carnegie District Library, which was built in 1906 
with money from philanthropist Andrew Carnegie 
and local funds, and are open to researchers on 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 1-5pm. 
We can also be found online at 
www.howelllibrary.org. Volunteers staff the 
Archives and a certified genealogist is on duty 
most Fridays to offer assistance. 
 
2003 Annual Report 

The Archives hosted almost 300 researchers 
last year, with a peak of 46 visitors in the month of 
November. Patrons researched a variety of topics 
including: genealogy, obituaries, cemeteries, homes 
in the area, school histories and yearbooks, local 
parks, photography of the area, our Civil War 
connections, railroads and the Jewett Bridge. The 
majority of our patrons hail from the city of 
Howell, but others came from as far away as 
Washington, California and Delaware. We also 
hosted international researchers from Windsor and 
Nova Scotia. One grateful researcher even called 
us “a wonderful gift to Howell.” 
 
Online Exhibit 

We are currently displaying our first online 
exhibit entitled “The Churches of Howell.” The 
exhibit can be viewed by visiting our website and 
following the ‘Archives’ link to ‘Online Exhibits.’  
It features photographs of many of Howell’s 
historic churches along with summaries of their 
evolution. Included are: First Baptist Church, 
Emmanuel Evangelical United Brethren, First 
United Methodist, Grace Evangelical Lutheran, 
First Baptist Church, St. Joseph Catholic and 

more. This online exhibit is the first of many that 
we hope will enable far more people to enjoy the 
rich history evidenced in our collections and to 
hear the stories of our community. Please take a 
few moments to take a look!  
 
- Bob Watson ϖ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

MAA Annual Meeting at  
Traverse City 

June 17-18, 2004 
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St. Joseph Catholic Church, corner of Fowler and 
East Grand River, Howell, Michigan, about 1905.
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the descriptions (adding metadata) for the 
photographs.  The process itself is fairly simple.  
MLC is now offering workshops on 
CONTENTdm, which will make learning the 
program much easier. 

Feel free to look at our website at 
hillsdaledigital.cdm.oclc.org.  You may want to 
browse the collection.  Take a closer look at #7: 
the 26 July 1861 letter.  This is an example of a 
compound object.  If you select page 2, 3 or 4, 
scroll down to the bottom of the screen and click 
on the link titled, Show image and page text side 
by side.  I think this is pretty cool and it is easy 
enough to create.  I have not publicized this 
website on campus yet, as it is really my personal 
tutorial and a work in progress.   

Hillsdale College is now storing all of its current 
photographs in digital form on campus servers.  
This material is restricted to campus staff.  We will 
continue to use the CONTENTdm software in the 
digitization process and will use our servers to 
store the photographs we wish to share. 

CONTENTdm also provides an out-of-the-box 
searching interface, which can be customized. Try 
searching on the word “gun” in the 1861 letter to 
see an example of CONTENTdm’s full text 
searching capability. 

Linda Moore is a public services librarian in the 
Mossey Library at Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, 
Michigan. 
 
Linda Moore ϖ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michigan Collections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hillsdale College  
Linda Moore, Public Services Librarian 
Mossey Library 
Hillsdale College 
33 East College 
Hillsdale, MI 49242 
Phone: (517) 607-2403  
Email: linda.moore@hillsdale.edu  
Hours: M – F 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
Hillsdale College Uses 
CONTENTdm to Create a 
Photograph Archive 
 

One of the major resources of a college 
archives is its collection of college photographs.  
Staff, students and alumni seem fascinated by the 
pictorial evidence of institutional changes.  This 
wide-spread interest in photographs makes them 
a natural collection to be digitized.  How to do 
this easily, for a reasonable investment, becomes 
the big question. 

In 2002, I saw a demonstration of OCLC’s 
digitization software, CONTENTdm, and 
thought it might be our answer.  That fall, I 
began to work with the software. The tutorials 
were well written and with a few phone calls to 
OCLC support, I was able to start processing 
and uploading a trial batch of photographs.  The 
greatest labor involved researching and writing 
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Class of 1882 posed on the front steps of 
Central Hall. 
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Joint Archives of  Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 
Phone: (616) 395-7798     FAX: (616) 395-7197 
E-mail: archives@hope.edu 
Web: http://www.hope.edu/resources/arc/ 
Hours: M-F 8:00 a.m. - Noon, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Collections News 
The Joint Archives of Holland produced video 

“Tulip Time in Holland" won an Award of Merit 
from the Historical Society of Michigan at the 
society’s 129th Annual Meeting and State History 
Conference in Port Huron. 

The Hope video explores the festival, which will 
mark its 75th year in May of 2004, as a celebration 
of tradition, heritage, culture, history and 
community. Titled “Tulip Time in Holland,” it was 
commissioned by the Joint Archives of Holland, 
and written, produced and narrated by Dr. David 
Schock of the Hope communication faculty.  

The 26-minute video features interviews with 
several community members. The program touches 
on topics ranging from the founding of Holland in 
the 1840s by Dutch settlers; to traditions associated 
with Tulip Time; to the way that the community’s 
growing cultural diversity has shaped the festival 
and led to new spring events such as Cinco de 
Mayo and Juneteenth.   

Copies of “Tulip Time in Holland” are available 
through the Joint Archives of Holland and cost 
$14.95 plus shipping and handling. The program is 

available in either VHS or DVD format. The 
Joint Archives of Holland is located on the 
ground level of the Van Wylen Library, which is 
on College Avenue at 10th Street, and can be e-
mailed at archives@hope.edu or called at (616) 
395-7798. 

The Joint Archives was awarded a $1,000 
grant to transfer to digital format the 1947 
Netherlands Information Bureau (NIB) 
recordings, “Echoes of a Century,” which was 
professionally produced by the NIB to illustrate 
the one hundred years of Dutch history in 
Holland, Michigan.  These recordings, recorded 
on seven double sided 33 r.p.m. record discs, 
were donated to the Joint Archives of Holland 
for future preservation and access by our many 
researchers.  The recordings will be available for 
sale and research on compact disc and 
audiocassette this Spring. 

 
Staff  News 

Geoffrey presented a paper and media 
presentation titled “Built Along the Shores of 
Macatawa:  The History of Boat Building in the 
Holland, Michigan Area, 1837-2002” for both 
the 2003 Great Lakes History Conference at 
Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, 
MI, November 2003 and the Holland Area 
Historical Society, Holland, MI, March 2004.  He 
also presented a paper and presentation titled 
“Century Outboard Racers of the ‘30s” for the 
Century Boat Club Annual Meeting, Saugatuck, 
MI, March 2004 and a paper titled “History of 
the Foster Boat Company” for the Annual 
Meeting of the Charlevoix Historical Society, 
Charlevoix, MI.  July 2003. 

Geoffrey's paper “Built Along the Shores of 
Macatawa:  The History of Boat Building in the 
Holland, Michigan Area, 1837-2002,” was 
published in the book The Dutch Experience in 
Urban America by the Association for the 
Advancement of Dutch American Studies, 
January 2004  and “Ordeal in the Ice” was 
published in January/February 2004 issue of 
Michigan History magazine.  

Geoffrey was also elected to the board of the 
Michigan Oral History Association this past 
February and the Holland Rotary Club last 
December. 
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- Geoffrey D. Reynolds ϖ 
 
 
Michigan Collections 
 
Michigan State University 
Archives and Historical 
Collections 
101 Conrad Hall 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327 
(517) 355-2330     FAX (517) 353-9319 
E-mail: msuarhc@msu.edu 
Web: http://www.msu.edu/unit/msuarhc/ 
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.; 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

Update 
The Robert P. Stephenson Papers were recently 

opened.  Stephenson worked for Grocer’s Dairy, 
now called Country Fresh, Inc., from 1946 to 1961 
as production manager.  The 5.8 cubic-foot 
collection includes an autobiographical account of 
Stephenson’s time at Grocers’ Dairy, dairy course 
notes and materials from MSU, vendor brochures, 
as well as other dairy related subject files. 

Aquamania: The Green Splash is a new online 
exhibit.  The exhibit features the Green Splash 
synchronized swimming team.  The team started in 
1922 as the Women’s Life Saving Corps.  In 1927 
the group changed its name to become the Green 
Splash and focused on competing in synchronized 
swimming as well as putting on annual water 
shows.  The exhibit features images and historical 
background. The address for the exhibit is 
http://www.msu.edu/unit/msuarhc/frame_exhibi
ts.htm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Sales for the MSU 2004 Sesquicentennial 

Calendar were successful.  It was produced by the 
MSU Archives and MSU Sesquicentennial 
Committee.  The calendar was number four in a 
series of five, which commemorates MSU’s 
Sesquicentennial in 2005.  The calendar series is 
made up of historical photos from the collection 
with captions written by the staff.  The 2005 
calendar is currently in production. 
 Technical Services Archivist Portia Vescio’s 
book Rome about her hometown Rome, New 
York, will be published by Arcadia Publishing this 
spring.  Rome is part of the Images of America 
Series and features historical images of the city 
from private collections and the Rome Historical 
Society. 

Sarah Roberts is Assistant Archivist at the 
MSU Archives and Historical Collections. 
 
- Sarah Roberts ϖ 
 
 
 

Michigan Women’s Historical 
Center & Hall of Fame 
213 West Main Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 
Phone: (517) 484-1880 
Web: www.michiganwomenshalloffame.org 
Hours: W-F 12-5 p.m., Sat. 12-4 p.m., Sun. 2-4 p.m. 
 
Exhibits 

The Michigan Women’s Historical Center and 
Hall of Fame is pleased to announce the opening 
of the exhibit, “Medical Mission: DOCARE in 
Guatemala,” on January 18, 2004.  DOCARE, 
International is a non-profit medical outreach 
program that provides healthcare to rural and 
underprivileged areas of the Western Hemisphere.  
For the last several years, DOCARE had focused 
its efforts on Guatemala.  The group is made up of 
physicians (both DOs and MDs), nurses, physician 
assistants, dentists, pharmacists, chiropractors, 
students, and lay persons with special skills who 
donate their time and services. 
 “Medical Mission: DOCARE in Guatemala” 
describes the work of DOCARE, provides 
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Members of the Green Splash demonstrate life saving 
situations during the annual water show, about 1960?
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“The Archival New Deal: Archives in the 21stCentury”
By Bob Garrett, Processing Archivist, Michigan Dept. of History, Arts and Libraries, Michigan Historical Center, 
State Archives of Michigan  

Upcoming 46th AANNNNUUAALL  MMEEEETTIINNGG 
Thursday, June 17-Friday, June 18, 2004
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Traverse City, Park Place Hotel, about 1910 

Now That’s a Welcome Sign!   (from around 1920) 

Of course, all work and no play makes for dull 
archivists.  That’s why special tours and social events 
will provide a tangy taste of Traverse City!  There’ll be 
a walking tour of historic downtown Traverse City, and 
tours of the Music House, the former CIA vessel Ship 
of Michigan and the Old Mission Peninsula wineries (a 
shuttle will be available for the latter.).   

The meeting itself will be launched by a wine and 
cheese reception at Northwest Michigan College’s 
elegant Dennos Art Museum.  The conference site is 
the Park Place Hotel, located in beautiful downtown 
Traverse City and within walking distance of many 
shops, restaurants and other businesses.   

We hope to see everyone in Traverse City.  Come 
for the enlightenment, the scintillating conversation 
with colleagues, and the area’s scenic beauty.  You’ll be 
glad that you did!    

We hope to see you there! 

Visit http://www.park-place-
hotel.com/index.cfm for more details about 
the conference hotel and all it has to offer! 
 
Check out http://www.mytraversecity.com/ 
for information on all there is to do and see in 
the Traverse City area! 
 
Preview http://www.dennosmuseum.org to 
admire the works of art you'll see at our 
opening reception! 
 
Go to http://musichouse.org/ for details 
about the Music House tour being offered by 
the Local Arrangements Committee! 

Every summer, vacationers flock to Traverse City.  What 
will they do when the archivists invade?  We’ll soon find out, 
for Traverse City, vacation wonderland, will be hosting the 
2004 MAA annual meeting! 

“The Archival New Deal: Archives in the 21st Century” 
will be our theme, and our sessions will be sure to enthrall! 

Come debate the merits of Encoded Archival 
Description.  Hear new archivists explain what they weren’t 

taught in archival school!  Thrill to discussions on designing 
archival exhibits. Gasp as Traverse City’s community 
historical agencies describe their adventures in … 
COLLABORATION! 

A disaster planning workshop will also be held on 
Saturday, and Michigan filmmaker Rich Brauer (Escanaba in 
Da Moonlight, The Lost Treasure of Sawtooth Island) will deliver the 
keynote address. 
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MAA Executive Board, 2003-2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the MAA Vice President 
Dear MAA Members: 

 
It is that time of year again and your Nominations Committee is out and about, scouring the hillsides, 

looking for potential nominees to serve on the MAA board!  While the ballot is almost complete, there is still 
one opening for a member-at-large. 

 
Interested applicants should be prepared to attend board meetings (2 to 3 times a year at the State 

Archives in Lansing, Michigan), help in conference planning, and attend the annual conference. Naturally this 
schedule usually requires an understanding boss who will allow time off with pay.  Some more understanding 
bosses even include mileage reimbursement!  

 
Anyone interested in being nominated should submit his or her name to John Gibson at 

altarcall99@juno.com.  Please include home and work telephone numbers and a brief autobiography.  At this 
point, we are only accepting nominations from interested parties themselves.  

Thank you! 
 

 John Gibson, MAA Vice President/President Elect 
 
 
Nominations for June 2004: 
 
Vice President/President Elect  - Karen L. Jania, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan 
Treasurer         - William LeFevre, Walter Reuther Library, Wayne State University 
Secretary         - Thomas P. Nanzig, Pro Quest Information and Learning  
Member-at-large, 3 yr vacancy   - Whitney Miller, University Archives and Historical Collections, Michigan  

State University 
Member-at-large, 3 yr vacancy   - Brecque Keith, Walter Reuther Library, Wayne State University 
Member-at-large, 2 yr vacancy   - Robert Garrett, State Archives of Michigan 
Member-at-large, 1 yr vacancy   - Open 
 
ϖ

Marcus Robyns, second term Member-at-Large 
has attended several of the MAA Executive 
Board meetings this past year by 
teleconferencing.  While he often makes the 
long trip from Marquette to Lansing for the 
board meetings, this technology has given him 
the flexibility to attend even during the worst 
weather.  This technology is possible through 
the generosity of the Northern Michigan 
University in Marquette and the Michigan 
Historical Center in Lansing, sponsored by the 
State Archives of Michigan.    
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information about Guatemala, and shows numerous 
examples of how DOCARE helps  

(Continued on page 12)
Michigan Collections— Michigan 
Women’s Historical Center & Hall of Fame 
(continued from page 9) 
 
thousands of Guatemalans each year during the three 
to four week long visit.  Many of the doctors and 
students featured in the exhibit are from Michigan.  
The exhibit also tells visitors how they can help 
DOCARE continue to do this great work by donating 
over-the-counter medicines and making monetary 
contributions, which are used to purchase additional 
medical supplies and equipment. 
 This exhibit was made possible by the support of 
our sponsors:  Michigan State University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, TLC Eyecare and Laser Center, 
Michigan Nurses Association, Dr. Chuan-Pu Lee, and 
Della Goodwin. 
 This exhibit is on display January 18th through June 
2004. 

We are also pleased to announce the opening of 
“Ancient Design in Modern South Africa” that features 
the work of South African Zulu basket weavers.  In 
addition to the display of baskets, visitors may view 
photographs of the artists and their basket-making 
process.  

In Hlabisa, a hamlet in KwaZulu Natal Province of 
South Africa where unemployment exceeds 50%, the 
Zulu women sell their museum quality baskets in order 
to pay for school tuition, books and uniforms for their 
school age children. 

LATTICE (Linking All Types of Teachers to 
International, Cross-cultural Education), an award 
winning partnership between Michigan State University 
international students and 13 mid-Michigan school 
districts, has been purchasing these baskets since 1997 
to support three educational goals.  First, they are 
pleased to provide the artists with the funds to ensure 
an education for all of their children.  Secondly, 
LATTICE purchases the baskets in order to further the 
appreciation of this ancient art form.  

Finally, members have created a scholarship fund, 
which at the present time supports five Zulu students 
who are pursuing additional educational opportunities 
in South Africa. 

LATTICE is a non-profit organization based in 
Michigan and including over 450 members from 54 
different countries.  LATTICE members work together 

to heighten their awareness, sensitivity and 
understanding of global issues, including ethnic, 
cultural and religious diversity (see website at 
www.latticeworld.org).  Since 1997, LATTICE 
members created a multi-faceted series of links 
between Michigan State University, 13 mid-
Michigan school districts and their South African 
counterparts in Richards Bay/Empangeni. 

The public is invited to learn about and admire 
examples of this ancient Zulu art.  The exhibit 
runs through February 29, 2004, and a small 
selection of baskets will be for sale in the museum 
gift shop.   

Katie Cavanaugh is the Assistant Director for 
the Michigan Women's Historical Center & Hall of 
Fame. 
 
 - Katie Cavanaugh ϖ 
 
 
 
 
 

Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48202 
Phone: (313) 577-4024     FAX: (313) 577-4300 
E-mail: reutherreference@wayne.edu 
Web: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/ 
Hours: M-Tu 11:00 a.m. – 6:45 p.m. 
    W-F 9:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
 
Update 

The Walter P. Reuther Library is pleased to 
announce that Mike Smith was appointed director 
on January 1, 2004.  During his fifteen month term 
as interim director, Mike strengthened ties with 
contributing unions and worked effectively with 
many community and civic groups. Mike has been 
with the Reuther for over fourteen years. 

The Reuther is also pleased to announce the 
launch of the Virtual Motor City collection, a 
collaborative project between the Walter P. 
Reuther Library and the Digital Library Services 
team of the Wayne State University Library 
Systems, on March 2, 2004.   

In October of 2002, the Institute of Museum 
and Library Studies awarded a $100,072 National 
Leadership Grant for the digitization of 15,000 



Open Entry   Spring 2004  13 

  
 

Center.  District 925 sought to nationally organize 
office workers. The exhibit contains material from 
the SEIU District 925 collection at the Reuther.  

Collections recently opened for research include 
the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) President’s Office 
- Jerry Wurf (1959-1981).  The collection contains 
185 linear feet of records that document Wurf’s term 
as AFSCME president from 1964-1981.  

The 46th annual “Michigan in Perspective” Local 
History Conference will be held on April 2-3, 2004 
at the McGregor Memorial Conference Center on 
the campus of Wayne State University.  For 
information or to register contact Alberta Asmar at 
(313) 577-4003. 
  Kristen Chinery is Librarian/Archivist for the  
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Walter P. 
Reuther Library of Wayne State University. 
 

Kristen Chinery ϖ 
 
Selections from Virtual Motor City 
http://dlxs.lib.wayne.edu/cgi/i/image/image-
idx?c=vmc;page=index   (Courtesy of Walter P. Reuther Library) 
 

images from the Reuther Library’s Detroit News  
Collection.  Each image was selected for the VMC 
based on its historical significance and research 
Michigan Collections  
 

value.  The images range from the inception of the 
Detroit News by William Scripps in 1873, to roughly 
1983.  The majority of the images focus on the years 
between 1928 and 1970.   

In addition to image digitization, the grant also 
provided for original cataloging of available image 
data.  This additional cataloging allows for more 
complex searches of the online database, as well as 
allowing search engines to locate the cataloged 
images.   

The Virtual Motor City project marks the first 
time that a large collection of visual materials from 
the Reuther Library will be available for viewing on 
the Internet.  It also makes the Detroit News 
Database, the corresponding database for the 
collection and the most heavily used of the Reuther 
Library’s research databases, available to researchers 
around the world, 24 hours a day.  For more 
information please contact Elizabeth Clemens at 
577-1663 or ag5489@wayne.edu. 

In the fall of 2003, The Walter P. Reuther 
Library’s Audiovisual Department completed the 
last of three grants used to preserve and duplicate 
ten silent duplicate negative films that were found in 
a filing cabinet in a basement of a Wayne State 
University building in 1998.  The ten films depict 
several of Detroit’s ethnic neighborhoods in the 
early 1950s and provide a unique glimpse into the 
ethnic diversity of the city before sprawl and de-
stratification dissolved the homogeneity of each 
neighborhood.  The cultures that the films represent 
are: Italian, Middle Eastern, Ukranian, Mexican, 
Belgian, German, Chinese, Polish, Canadian, and 
Wayne State University’s International students.  
Through three successive grants from the National 
Film Preservation Foundation, totaling over 
$15,000, the Library was able to save these films and 
get them copied onto research-friendly formats.  
The preserved films and duplicate films remain in 
the Reuther’s cold storage room, but Beta, VHS and 
DVD copies are available for research, by 
appointment, in the Audiovisual Department. 

Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 
archivist Louis Jones presented an exhibit on the 
history of SEIU District 925 at its conference for 
alumni on February 6-7 at the George Meany 

Boy Scouts helping Christmas shoppers, Detroit, 1910s.

Memorial Day Parade, Detroit, 1910s.
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News and Notes 
 
υ A two-day symposium, Michigan’s 
Copper Country: History, People & 
Place, will occur on July 1-2, 2004, 
in Houghton, Michigan, coinciding 
with the Copper Country 
Homecoming and Old Settlers Ball. 
The conference intends to engage 
different types of historical 
researchers, from the local region 
and elsewhere, highlight their 
research and knowledge, and 
encourage an interchange of ideas 
on the history, people and places 
that have shaped Michigan’s 
historic copper mining district.  
For more information contact Erik 
Nordberg, Chair, Copper Country 
Symposium Program Committee, 
c/o MTU Archives & Copper 
Country Historical Collections, 
1400 Townsend Drive, Houghton, 
MI 49931, e-mail 
copper@mtu.edu, tel. (906) 487-
2505, fax. (906) 487-2357. 
 
υ The Walter P. Reuther Library in 
Detroit is pleased to announce that 
Mike Smith was appointed director 
on January 1, 2004.  During his 
fifteen-month term as interim 
director, Mike strengthened ties 
with contributing unions and 
worked effectively with many 
community and civic groups. Mike 
has been with the Reuther for over 
fourteen years. 
 
 ϖ 

SAVE THE DATE 
MAA Annual Meeting at  

Traverse City 
Thursday June 17 – Friday June18, 2004 
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City of Kalamazoo Records Management Division
 
By Tony Wright, Archivist  

 
 
 
Collections and staff 

The City of Kalamazoo Records Center operates as 
an advisory office servicing the records needs of the 
City of Kalamazoo government. One important 
function of our department is to provide public access 
to inactive and archival records. Currently, we house 
6,000 boxes, 5,000 plans and maps, 2,500 photographs 
and numerous reels of microfilm and microfiche. Our 
archival/historical collection consists of: 
• City Commission minutes and documents (1918-

2002) 
• City Council minutes and documents (1884 – 1918)
• Village Council minutes and documents (1831 – 

1884) 
• Annual Reports (1873 – 1999) 
• Annual Budgets (1919 – 2001) 
• Aerial Photographs of Kalamazoo (1938, 1951, 

1956, 1967, 1978 and 1998) 
• Chad Co. and Sanborn Fire Co. maps from 1902 

and 1952 
Historical records from various departments  
 
 
Our staff 

John Urschel (Records and Information Manager), 
Tony Wright (Archivist) and Jeff Welc (Archives 
Records Clerk). 
 

Projects and exhibits 
The Records Center has plans for a City of 

Kalamazoo 120th Anniversary exhibit at City Hall 
(Kalamazoo earned its city status in 1884 and adopted a 
City Charter). We are currently working on a historical 
photographs database that allows users to access 
scanned images from our collection. Also, we are 
continuing our scanning of City Commission 
documents and minutes.  

 

 
  
 

Other interesting items 
The City of Kalamazoo Records Center is part of 

the Kalamazoo Public History Roundtable, a local of 
group of historians, archivists, curators and records 
managers who meet monthly.  ϖ 

 

Office 

Vault

Warehouse
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Dear Depressed in Dexter,  

Well, well, the Doctor senses more than the usual amount of ennui coming from your pen.  Here at the 
Dr. Archives House of Lifeless Letters I have often mused on this very question.  Do we as archivists 
have a claim to making a useful contribution to society?  Or are we lucky to be paid (*) to participate in 
something so obtuse?  The Good Doctor would rather blast through a flaming wall of ledger books on his 
moped than face this issue, but you leave me no choice. 
 Depressed, the sad truth is that many professions are self evident as to their worth.  Doctors heal the 
sick, mechanics fix cars and unelected Presidents frighten and dismay us.  But archivists?  What’s an 
archivist?  A box filler?  A document herder?  A nerd’s nerd?  The general public is not opening any 
manuscript boxes to find out. 
 Yes, it is enough to drive an archivist to drink and the Doctor has downed many a Dr. Pepper (what 
else?) while trying to convince his stockbroker that he has a real job in a real historical agency that is not 
just an anagram of RCA Hives (down last week 1 & 1/8). But I digress (or grid see, if you prefer).  It is 
time to be rat sieves, er…I mean assertive and forget this world’s indifference!   

Who cares if they never invite us to their parties?  I’ll show them!  Fox will pick up The Dr. 
Archives Dust n’ Must Hour from the gutter where PBS threw it.  Archives will finally be a part of our 
popular culture.  Or my name isn’t Hardcover Stoic!   
 
(*) Most archivists know that the terms “salary” and “security” have no definite meaning in the archives dodge.   ϖ

Dear Dr. Archives, 
 
As a long time reader but first time writer I have been waiting for the right 
question to ask you.  Well, here it is:  I feel increasingly isolated and 
irrelevant.  How am I to be a guardian of the stuff of history when the 
public is more concerned with how Britney Spears stuffs herself into her 
costumes?  Are we of any importance????  
 
Signed, 
 
Depressed in Dexter 
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Rare Book Collection: 
Behind-the-Scenes Tour at the Detroit Public Library 
By Marianne Dorais, Director of Communications and Programming 
The Friends of the Detroit Public Library, Inc., 5201 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI  48202 
 

The Friends of the Detroit Public Library sponsored a unique event at the Main Library on November 7, 
2003.  This event/exhibit was a behind-the-scenes tour of the Detroit Public Library's rare book collection, 
including a glimpse into the "vault" where the rare books are stored.  Books on display that evening included 
first editions of notable works, fine bindings of various styles, and historical artifacts such as George 
Washington's diary from the years 1789-1790.  The rare book department is contained within the library's 
Burton Historical Collection, and Burton staff was on-hand to provide information and assistance in viewing the 
books.  The program, which was complemented by a wine and cheese reception, was attended by approximately 
100 guests (all members of The Friends of the Detroit Public Library). Some of the items on display included: 
 

♦ Gutenberg Leaf. 1454? This leaf comes from the first book printed with moveable type and is the most 
celebrated work in the history of printing. Some 200 copies were originally printed with 48 complete or 
partial copies now remaining. This leaf is from the Baroness Zouche copy, disassembled and sold in 
1921. The leaf contains 1 Maccabees, chapter 7, verse 31, through chapter 9, verse 5. Gift of The Friends of 
the Detroit Public Library. 

♦ Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales. England: William Caxton, c1478. Born in southern 
England, William Caxton worked in the textile business where advancement eventually took him to the 
continent of Europe, where he learned the newly devised art of printing. He translated and printed the 
first book in English and returned to England, where he became responsible for the first books printed 
there. Among these was the first edition of the Canterbury Tales, from which this leaf is taken. There are 
eight copies known in the U.S.    Gift of The Friends of the Detroit Public Library. 

♦ Cicero, Marcus Tullius. De Officius. Venice: Phillipus Pincius, 1466.  
Concerned with the moral duties of and proper conduct for a Roman citizen, Cicero addressed these 
thoughts to his son, Marcus, shortly before the famed orator was murdered. This essay became Cicero’s 
most influential work, and in later ages, it formed the basis for liberal humanism in the West. Bound with 
others of his philosophical essays, Pincius included contemporary commentaries by Renaissance 
scholars. There are six copies in the U.S.    Gift of The Friends of the Detroit Public Library. 

♦ Shakespeare, William. London: 2nd and 4th Folios, 1632 and 1685. “Comedies, Histories and 
Tragedies. Published According to the true Original copies. The second impression.” The second 
collected edition of Shakespeare’s plays is known as the second folio and was shared by five publishers. 
It contains John Milton’s first appearance in print. “...Unto which is added Seven Plays, never before 
Printed in Folio.” Known as the Fourth Folio, this volume was the last edition published in the 17th 
century.    2nd Folio gift of The Friends of the Detroit Public Library in memory of Hal H. Smith, first president. 4th 
Folio gift of The Friends of the Detroit Public Library. 

♦ Washington, George. Diary, 1789-1790. A journal written in his own hand, this diary is believed to be 
the first known complete Washington diary. Beginning October 1, 1789 and ending March 11, 1790, it 
records his thoughts on meetings, appointments and activities during his first year as President.     
Gift of Henry B. Joy to the Detroit Public Library Commission, 1921. 

♦ Scott, Sir Walter. “The Lady of the Lake.”   Double Fore-Edge Painting. 1814. A volume of Scott’s 
works, this volume is noted for its double fore-edge painting. The fore-edge of the book, slightly fanned 
out and held fast, reveals a painted view. In this case, there are two different ones, a view of Detroit 
from Lake Erie and a view of Milwaukee.   Gift of The Friends of the Detroit Public Library.    ϖ 
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Welcome New MAA Members! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeri McKeon Andersen 
304 Higgins St. 
Howell, MI  48843 
 
Melissa Janz Barbey 
Benson Ford Research Center, The Henry Ford 
20900 Oakwood Blvd. 
Dearborn, MI  48124 
 
Shirley Campbell 
Western Michigan University 
Archives & Regional History Collections 
111 East Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5307 
 
Khanh Hoang 
Western Michigan University 
Archives & Regional History Collections 
111 East Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5307 
 
Suzanne Husband 
Western Michigan University 
Archives & Regional History Collections 
111 East Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5307 

Charlene Renner 
Western Michigan University 
Archives & Regional History Collections 
111 East Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5307 
 
Donna Westley 
610 W. Elm 
Monroe, MI  48162 
 
David White 
Kettering University 
1700 W. 3rd Ave. 
Flint, MI  48504 
 
John Winchell 
Western Michigan University 
Archives & Regional History Collections 
111 East Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5307 
 
Chair, MAA Membership Committee: 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 
(616) 395-7798 reynoldsg@hope.edu 
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Calendar of Events: 2004 
April 28-May 1 – Midwest Archives Conference, Spring  
Meeting, Milwaukee, WI 
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm) 
June 2-4 – School for Scanning: Building Good Digital 
Collections, presented by the Northeast Document 
Conservation Center in Chicago, IL 
(website: www.nedcc.org) 
June 17-18 – Michigan Archival Association, Annual 
Meeting, Traverse City, MI  
(website: http://www.maasn.org) 
July 1-2 – Michigan’s Copper Country: History, People & 
Place, a symposium held on the campus of Michigan 
Technological University in Houghton, MI 
(for information contact Erik Nordberg, Chair, Copper 
Country Symposium Program Committee, e-mail 
copper@mtu.edu) 
August 2-8 – Society of American Archivists, Annual 
Meeting, Boston, MA (website: 
http://www.archivists.org/conference/index.asp ) 
October 8-10 – Choices & Challenges Symposium for 
Curators and Archivists, 2nd Biennial, at The Henry Ford, 
Dearborn, MI  (website: http://www.thehenryford.org) 
October 28-30 – Midwest Archives Conference, Fall 
Meeting, Des Moines, IA  
(website: http://www.midwestarchives.org/index.htm) ϖ

MAA Website 
The Michigan Archival Association launched a 

new website last fall.  Take a look:  
www.maasn.org.  ϖ 
 
 
 
 
 

Raffle Prize for Annual Meeting! 

Sharon Arend of Illitch Holdings, Inc. came 
through again with a raffle prize: The puck is signed 
by Nicklas Lidstrom #5, who going into this season 
was a three time consecutive Norris Trophy winner 
for best defenseman and named to the NHL 1st All 
Star team for six consecutive seasons.  He won the 
Conn Smythe Trophy after the 2002 Stanley Cup 
Championship for most valuable player to his team 
during the entire playoffs.  Start your plans to attend 
the Annual Meeting in Traverse City on June 17th & 
18th now! 

 
Geoffrey Reynolds ϖ

Photograph Sources 
♦ Page 1 –  left: Park Place Hotel; right: Traverse City 

Convention & Visitors Bureau 
♦ Page 3 – Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
♦ Page 6 – Howell Area Archives, Howell Carnegie 

District Library 
♦ Page 7 –  Hillsdale College Archives  
♦ Page 8 – Joint Archives of Holland  
♦ Page 9 – Michigan State University Archives and 

Historical Collections 
♦ Page 10 – From the Collections of The Henry Ford 
♦ Page 11 – Whitney Miller 
♦ Page 13 – Walter Reuther Library 
♦ Page 15 – City of Kalamazoo Records Management 

Division  ϖ

Open Entry Editor – A New Age 
After being the editor for two years, I realized that 

with my increased involvement in other activities, I 
can’t commit the time necessary to create the high 
quality newsletter that MAA members deserve.  It was 
with reluctance that I admitted I needed to pass the 
responsibilities to another. 

At the Ford Motor Company Archives, I’m lucky 
to work with several skilled and dedicated archivists.  
One colleague, Leslie Armbruster, came to mind as an 
excellent choice for the editor position.  I felt that her 
efficient work habits, attention to detail and eye for 
design would make her an excellent successor.  When 
I spoke to Geoffrey Reynolds about resigning from 
the position, I recommended Leslie and at the last 
board meeting she was officially named editor.  In 
fact, Leslie has actually been the acting editor of this 
issue.  I’m sure you’ll all be pleased with her work and 
will offer her the warm welcome which I received.   

I'd like to also offer a special thanks to Cynthia 
Read-Miller who has been a wonderful production 
editor.  Cynthia does the entire newsletter layout and 
often writes captions and collects other content.  
Having been involved with MAA for a number of 
years, she has been invaluable in helping me learn 
who to contact within the organization.  I have to 
admit that when Cynthia and I meant to plan the 
newsletter, the meetings were always luncheons at a 
nearby Dearborn restaurant and they always involved 
as much talking and laughing as they did newsletter 
planning.  Thanks Cynthia.   

   
Bonnie Walworth ϖ
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Michigan Archival Association 
Geoffrey D. Reynolds 
Chair, Membership Committee 
Joint Archives of Holland 
Hope College 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 

  

  
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 

Membership Application 
Individual Dues: $15.00 
Student /Retiree: $12.00 

Return form to: 
Heidi Christein 
MAA Treasurer 
1212 Peveril Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

 http://www.maasn.org   
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Affiliation:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City:______________________________________ State:____________ Zip:____________________________ 
 
Phone:(W)_________________________________ (H)______________________________________________ 
 
 
Fax:_______________________________________E-mail:__________________________________________ 

 


