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Brian Williams and Geoff Reynolds tending bar at the Gerald R. Ford Museum for
the MAA Annual Meeting, June 3, 2005.  The reception was generously sponsored
by Alticor, Inc., the New Holland Brewery, and the Gerald R. Ford Museum.

Grand Rapids!
A Good Time Was Had By All
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President’s Corner

by John Gibson

Whither Digitization, the Web, et al?

Digitization (the translation of  photographs, sound, video, and documents
into a digital form), the Internet, and the World Wide Web have had a tremendous
impact upon our profession, and our public.  Today’s college freshmen are more
likely to think of  a browser as a search engine, rather than a person in a library, and
they have always had access to E-mail.1

Driving the demand for digitization has been the popularity of  the Internet and the World Wide Web.  Today
millions of  people have not only grown accustomed to using these tools to acquire information, digital is rapidly
becoming the principal medium for the creation, distribution and storage of  text, motion pictures and sound.2  By the
year 2020, British publishers estimate 40% of  UK research monographs will be published exclusively in digital format.3
Such interest has compelled librarians and archivists to join the digital revolution.  Many of  us now provide the public
with online access to encoded text, digital images, bibliographic data, and EAD finding aids linked to our institutions web
page.

One example of  archival holdings digitized on a massive scale can be found at American Memory: <http://
memory.loc.gov/ammem>.  Created by the Library of  Congress, the American Memory web site provides “free and open
access” documenting the American experience with 7.5 million digital items from more than 100 historical collections,
including written and spoken words, sound recordings, photographs, maps, and sheet music.

For another example, there is Google’s gigantic project … they intend to digitally scan millions of  books held by
five major research libraries - University of  Michigan, New York Public Library, Harvard, Stanford and Oxford
Universities - and then make them searchable online at <http://print.google.com>.  Although, after complaints by
publishers and authors, Google announced it would stop scanning the copyrighted books for three months and give the
copyright holders an opportunity to have their books excluded. Google is still scanning the books not covered by
copyright.

The dash to digital has not come without questions and concerns.  At one end of  the spectrum is the French
national librarian Jean-Noel Jeanneney who has warned of  the “crushing American cultural domination implicit in
Google’s plan to scan the collections of  major libraries.”  As a result nineteen European national libraries recently
announced a multinational effort to digitize their holdings.4  At the other end of  the spectrum are preservation concerns
of  a different variety.  In many ways digital materials are more fragile than physical archives5 and they are “at great risk of
loss due to many factors, including dynamic change, insecure storage, and file format obsolescence.  Millions of  digital
objects, such as web sites documenting the early days of  the Internet, have already been lost.”6

To help preserve digital content the U.S. Congress passed Public Law 106-554 in 2000, setting aside $99 million, for
the Library of  Congress to lead an effort called the National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Pro-
gram.

As archivists we can only a) hope this initiative is successful and b) keep the original securely stored.

1 Tom McBride, “Beloit College’s Class of  2005 Mindset List,” August 2005, retrieved September 9, 2005 from <http://www.beloit.edu/~pubaff/
mindset/2005.html>.
2 Library of  Congress, “Digital Preservation”, n.d., retrieved September 9, 2005 from <http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/index.php?nav=1>.
3 Katherine Rushton, “Preserving the Present,” The Bookseller, July 8, 2005, retrieved September 9, 2005 from GaleNet InfoTrac Student Resource
Center – Gold database.
4 Andrew Albanese, “New European Digitization Plan”, Library Journal, vol. 130, no. 10 (2005), p. 22.
5 Katherine Rushton, “Preserving the Present,” The Bookseller, July 8, 2005.
6 Library of  Congress, “Library of  Congress and National Science Foundation Announce Research Awards of  $3 Million to Advance Digital
Preservation”, in “Digital Preservation”, May 4, 2005, retrieved September 9, 2005 from <http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/about/
pr_050405.html>.
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Detroit Tigers Collection at the Ilitch Holdings
Corporate Archives
By Sharon Arend
Director of  Archives and Historical Documents
Ilitch Holdings Corporate Archives

Baseball enthusiasts visiting Detroit during the recent All-Star Event in July got a special treat.  Memorabilia and
photos from the Tigers collection at the Ilitch Holdings Corporate Archives were on view as part of  a special exhibition
entitled “Hometown Heroes,” which was part of  FanFest held at Cobo Hall from July 8-12.

The Ilitch Holdings director of  archives, in tandem with Major League Baseball, developed 20,000 square feet of
empty floor space into a baseball historian’s playing field.  The story of  the rich tradition of  baseball in Detroit was told

on huge wall displays
covered with vintage
and contemporary
photos, beginning with
1881 to the present day.
One wall documented
the 100 years plus
history of  the Tigers.
Another highlighted
Tigers’ players inducted
into the National
Baseball Hall of  Fame,
which was supported by
replica Hall of  Fame
plaques secured from
the Hall of  Fame.  The
third wall told the story
of  individual Tigers’
players named to All-
Star teams throughout
history, along with

various award winners, and photos of
prior All-Star Games played in Detroit in
1941, 1951, and 1971.

Additionally, four large display
cases were packed full of  memorabilia
from the Tigers collection.  Such
interesting items as a 1917 handwritten
accounting book detailed Ty Cobb’s
salary at $20,000 that year.  The uniform
worn by third baseman Marv Owens in
the 1934 and 1935 World Series was on
display.   Programs, tickets, autographed
balls, bats, gloves and spikes from many
of  the Tigers greats were exhibited.
Willie Horton’s glove used in the 1968
World Series was on view, as were Gold
Glove Trophies of  Al Kaline and Bill
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Freehan.  A letter dated
October 5, 1949,
written by Tigers scout
Bill Jessup to John
McHale described the
baseball playing skill of
present day Tigers
owner, Mike Ilitch as a
young man.  Ilitch
signed with the Tigers
minor league system in
January 1952 and
played for three seasons
until an injury ended
his baseball career.

Nearly a year
of  planning went into
this exhibition which
was well received by
baseball enthusiasts, as
well as the casual fan.

The Ilitch Holdings Corporate Archives is a centralized archives for all the businesses owned by Mike and Marian
Ilitch.  This private collection includes the Detroit Red Wings, Fox Theatre, Little Caesars Pizza and a host of  other
business interests of  the Ilitches - past and present.  The Tigers exhibition at FanFest was a rare opportunity to share the
collection with the public on a large scale.
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Michigan Collections

Ford Motor Company Archives
Dearborn, MI

Projects
Accession Survey –A few months ago, the Ford

Motor Company Archives’ staff  completed phases 1 and 2
of  an accession survey where we evaluated the usefulness
and accessibility of  each of  the approximately 1,900
accessions in our holdings—over 14,000 linear feet.
During phase 1, an intern created a spreadsheet listing brief
descriptions about each accession.  Phase 2 involved
archivists evaluating the archival value and degree of
usability of  each accession.  Staff  members split into three
pairs, each working in four-hour increments per week to
perform evaluations.  We completed a standardized form
for each accession and noted information such as key
subjects, preservation issues, finding aid needs, etc.  Ratings
were also given for archival value, or “usefulness,” (1-3
points, low to high) and degree of  usability, or “accessibil-
ity,” (1-5 points, low to high) for each accession.  The data
from the forms was recorded in the spreadsheet and sorted
by ratings.  The accessions that scored 1 for usefulness and
1 for accessibility are being considered for de-accessioning,
and the ones scoring 3 for usefulness and 1 for accessibility
(meaning really important for research but no finding aid)
are being processed first. Our staff  is now in phase 3 of
the project and is divided into two teams, one responsible
for de-accessioning, and one for processing.  So far, we
have de-accessioned approximately 80 linear feet and
processed approximately 53.  The kinds of  records being
de-accessioned generally do not meet our appraisal meth-
odology and have little or no research value for our corpo-
rate audience.  Examples include non-summary financial
documents or files created by lower-level Ford Motor
Company employees. Some de-accessioned records are
destroyed and others are transferred to Benson Ford
Research Center (BFRC).  All of  the de-accessioned
records must be reviewed for suspension orders and
retained if  any apply.  The archives’ staff  members meet
monthly to report their individual phase 3 progress, and
processing and de-accessioning statistics are included in
monthly reports to upper management.

Card Catalog—Our staff  has also been working
towards reducing our redundant reference tools.  We
recently eliminated our card catalog, which had been in
existence since the 1960s, and was sporadically updated
until about two years ago.  A small committee met almost

daily to discuss terms found in the card catalog.  They
weeded out duplicates, discarded terms that seemed
worthless, and decided which ones should be added to our
controlled vocabulary and the subject lists in our two
accessions management databases.  These databases
describe all of  the Ford Motor Company Archives’ and
BFRC’s holdings and each accession entry contains a
searchable subject list.  The useful terms from the card
catalog were incorporated into these lists if  they were not
represented there already.  Once all valued terms were
added, the cards were destroyed.

DACS Standard
Ford Motor Company Archives just began

implementing the new cataloging standard created by the
Society of  American Archivist’s called Describing Archives: A
Content Standard (DACS). The archives has a collaborative
relationship with the BFRC, that until recently primarily
involved combining efforts and resources for research and
photographic requests, and the transfer of  accessions from
Ford to BFRC.  Now the archives is working with the staff
at the BFRC to standardize the metadata that both
institutions collect by adapting the standard to each of  their
needs.  This will ensure a smoother transfer of  accessions
to BFRC, since the corresponding metadata will be the
same across the two repositories. Two archivists each, from
the BFRC and the Ford Motor Company Archives, met on
a regular basis to examine DACS, item by item, in order to
choose which parts to use in their adaptation. Additionally,
Ford Motor Company Archives modified their main
accession management database to accommodate the new
metadata capture, creating new fields with item numbers
corresponding to those in DACS. The staff  will begin
capturing the new metadata effective immediately as they
accession and process records.

By Michelle Graham
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Gerald R. Ford Library
National Archives and Records
Administration
1000 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
(734) 205-0555  Fax (734) 205-0571
E-mail: ford.library@nara.gov
Web: www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov
Hours: M-F, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Closed Federal Holidays

Collection News
With the continued expansion and availability of

collections, over 900 on-site researchers visited the Library
during Fiscal Year 2005.  The Library processed and
opened the papers of  former Secretary of  Defense Melvin
Laird (124 cu. feet). The Library also opened an accretion
to the Robert M. Teeter Papers.

Recent collection acquisitions include the transfer
of  the Papers of  the U.S. Ad Hoc Advisory Group on
Puerto Rico (3 cu. feet) from the National Archives (part
of  Record Group 220). Other acquisitions include: the
Papers of  Robert Orben, former speech writer for
President Ford, the Papers of  Bruce Wagner, Chief
Operating Officer for Campaign ’76 (the advertising arm
of  the President Ford Committee), and from two different
donors, the Library acquired prison letters from attempted
Presidential assassin Sara Jane Moore.

Finally, this summer the Remote Archive Capture
(RAC) program, an inter-agency project developed to assist
NARA and other executive branch agencies in
systematically reviewing classified materials, made its final
visit to the Library to digitally scan over 12,000 pages of
classified materials.  Thanks to RAC and other systematic
review efforts, the Library achieved compliance for the
referral of  its classified documents to other government
agencies well in advance of  the executive order’s deadline
of December 31, 2006.

Researcher News
This spring the Library launched the Gerald R.

Ford Scholar Award in Honor of  Robert M. Teeter. The
$5000 award is given to a doctoral student conducting
dissertation research and writing on an aspect of  the
United States political process during the latter part of  the
20th century and is made possible through United Parcel
Service and the family and friends of  Robert Teeter. In
addition to the Teeter award, the Gerald R. Ford
Foundation continued its program of  awarding research
travel grants to scholars. Fourteen grants were awarded in
the spring.

Public Programs
In the past year, the Library instituted a new focus

on public exhibits and outreach. The first exhibit, “Play
Ball, Mr. President!” opened in June. More exhibits are
planned in future months including Christmas at the Ford
White House opening in late November. On August 4, the
United States Postal Service unveiled a new Presidential
Libraries stamp at the Ford Library commemorating the
fiftieth anniversary of  the Presidential Libraries Act.
Unveiling ceremonies took place at all of  the National
Archives Presidential Libraries, as well as the Nixon Library
and Birthplace.

Staff
Library Director Dennis Daellenbach retired on

December 31, 2004.  On January 10, 2005, Dr. Elaine
Didier became the fifth Director of  the Ford Library and
Museum. Prior to her arrival, Dr. Didier served as
Professor and Dean of  the Kresge Library at Oakland
University in Rochester, Michigan. From 1977-1999, Dr.
Didier held senior administrative positions with the
University of  Michigan. She is a member of  the
Association of  the College and Research Libraries Board
of  Directors, and represents the Association on the
American Library Association Council. In 2001 she was
appointed by Governor Engler to the Library of  Michigan
Board, and was elected Chair of  the Board in 2003-2004.

By Joshua Cochran

Michigan State University
Archives and Historical
Collections
101 Conrad Hall
East Lansing, MI 48824-1327
(517) 355-2330    Fax (517) 353-9319
E-mail: msuarhc@msu.edu
Web: www.msu.edu/unit/msuarhc/
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.; 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

The MSU Archives and Historical Collections
welcomed Whitney Miller back from active duty in the
Armed Forces in late August.  The staff  is very glad to
have her back.

The Archives hosted a successful annual seminar of
the International Council on Archives Section on Univer-
sity and Research Institution Archives.  Thank you to all
from Michigan who attended.  It provided a unique
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opportunity for American and international archivists to
meet.

The Michigan Grange records are now available for
research.  The collection contains meeting materials from
granges in 33 counties in western Michigan.  Counties in
eastern half  of  the state are held by the Bentley Historical
Library.

By Sarah Roberts

State Archives of  Michigan
Michigan Department of  History, Arts and Libraries
Michigan Historical Center
702 W. Allegan Street
Lansing, MI 48918-1837
(517) 373-1408    Fax: (517) 241-1658
(517) 241-1382?
Web: http://www.michiganhistory.org/archive/
Hours: M-F 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Projects and Events:

The Talbert and Leota Abrams Foundation of
Lansing has awarded the Archives a $33,000 grant.  The
grant project entails creating database indexes of  Michigan
military records in the Archives’ holdings.  A Civil War
principals and substitutes index has been completed and
can now be accessed via the State Archives’ site
<www.michigan.gov/statearchives>.  Indexes of  Michigan
World War I records will also be made available in the
future.

The Michigan Department of  History, Arts and
Libraries (HAL) celebrates Family History Month in
October.  The month begins with a bang on October 2nd,
a.k.a. “Civil War Sunday.”  Lectures, re-enactors and live
cannon fire will be among the highlights. The months’
festivities conclude on October 29th, with “Family Trea-
sures Day” and a free concert by the increasingly renowned
band Steppin In It.  Several work shops and programs will
also be offered during the entire month.  For more details,
please visit the HAL Family History Month website at visit
<www.michigan.gov/familyhistory>.

Collections:
The Bush Family Collection (MS 2004-23) spans the

years 1935-1933 and documents several generations of  one
family.  Highlights include a Civil War soldier’s letters and a
World War I soldiers’ diary.  Other materials provide a rich
portrait of  Michigan family life in the 19th and early 20th

centuries.

The Frederick Grey Murray Collection (MS 2005-7)
dates from 1902 and contains photographs and documents
from an Upper Peninsula lumber camp.  Murray was the
camp doctor, and the materials document medicines he
prescribed and medical equipment he purchased.

Naturalization records for several Michigan counties
have recently been made available.  Pertinent counties
include Alpena, Barry, Clinton, Isabella, Montmorency,
Oakland, Saint Joseph and Van Buren.  For a complete list,
please consult the circulars on the State Archives website
<www.michigan.gov/statearchives>.

Staff:
David J. Johnson, State Archivist of  Michigan, has

retired after thirty-one years of  service.  July 1, 2005 was his
last day.

In 1971, David received both his Masters in History
from the University of  Nebraska and a certificate in
Archives Administration from American University.  While
still a student, he accepted a position as Assistant State
Archivist for Government Records with the Nebraska
Historical Society.

In 1974, he became a State Records Specialist with the
State Archives of  Michigan. In this capacity, he identified
and preserved state records with archival value.  For a
period of  time, he also oversaw all processing and reference
activities.

David was appointed State Archivist in 1982.  In
1989, he oversaw the Archives’ relocation to a new, more
modern facility.  He aided the transfer of  the state Records
Management Services to the Department of  History, Arts

David Johnson giving a presentation at Michigan Archival Association’s
annual meeting in Traverse City,  June 18, 2004.
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University of  Michigan
Special Collections Library
711 Hatcher Library
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1205
734 764-9377     Fax: 734 764-9368
E-mail:  special.collections@umich.edu
Web: http://lib.umich.edu/spec-coll
Hours: M-F 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Sa 10:00 a.m. – noon

New Exhibit

In celebration of  the 100th anniversary of  the
Industrial Workers of  the World (IWW), the University of
Michigan’s Labadie Collection of  Social Protest presents
“Soapboxers and Saboteurs: 100 Years of  Wobbly
Solidarity,” an exhibit from one of  the world’s best
collections of  materials documenting early IWW history.
Running September 6 through November 26, in U-M’s
Special Collections Library located on the 7th floor of  the
Harlan Hatcher Library on U-M’s Central Campus, the
display includes original letters, posters, photographs, sheet
music and memorabilia. The hours of  the exhibit are
Monday through Friday 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. and 10 a.m.
until 12 noon on Saturdays.

The IWW was born on June 27, 1905, in Chicago,
when a group of  anarchists, socialists and trade unionists
convened. Among the founders were Socialist Party leader
Eugene V. Debs, anarchist priest and editor of  Voice of
Labor Fr. Thomas J. Hagerty, William Trautmann, editor of
the United Brewery Workers German-language paper
Brauer Zeitung, well-known labor activist Mother Jones,
head of  the Western Federation of  Miners William D. (“Big
Bill”) Haywood, leader of  the Socialist Labor Party Daniel
De Leon, and Lucy Parsons, anarchist and widow of
Haymarket martyr Albert Parsons, as well as members of
the International Working People’s Association. Presiding
over the meeting was Haywood, a large and powerful
presence. He began with this statement:

Fellow Workers, this is the Continental Congress
of  the Working Class. We are here to confederate the
workers of  this country into a working-class movement in
possession of  the economic powers, the means of  life, in
control of  the machinery of  production and distribution
without regard to capitalist masters.

Various stories surround the origins of  the
nickname, “Wobblies.”  The most likely and most often
cited refers to a Chinese restaurant owner in Vancouver
who supported the union because of  the large numbers of
Chinese workers in it and offered credit to members. In
asking, with his heavy accent, if  a customer was IWW, the

and Libraries in 2002.   This placed Records Management
Services under the same department as the Archives, thus
enabling greater cooperation between the two agencies.

David belongs to several professional organizations,
including the Society of  American Archivists, the National
Association of  Government Archivists and Records
Administrators, the Midwest Archives Conference, Michi-
gan Archival Association, and the Association of  Records
Managers and Administrators – Mid Michigan Chapter.  He
held leadership positions in MAC and MAA.  He also
served on the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission – Michigan Historical Records Advisory
Board.

David’s career was marked by a commitment to state
records preservation and a dedication to the State of
Michigan and the archival profession.  The State Archives
of  Michigan recognizes his long service and wishes him
well in his retirement.

By Bob Garrett
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By Kristen Chinery

Walter P. Reuther Library
College of  Urban, Labor and
Metropolitan Affairs
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 577-4024    Fax: (313) 577-4300
E-mail: reutherreference@wayne.edu
Web: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/
Hours: M-Tu 11:00 a.m. – 6:45 p.m.
W-F 9:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.

Grants
Wayne State University was selected to receive a

2004 “Recruiting and Educating Librarians for the 21st
Century” grant from the United States Institute of
Museum and Library Services (IMLS).  Twenty candidates
from traditionally underrepresented groups will be given
stipends and/or tuition waivers to attend the LIS program
at WSU.  They will be placed in a mentoring relationship
with senior librarians in the fields of  systems, digital
project development, metadata, digital archives and
museum management.  Students will attend classes and will
work part-time on a rotating schedule at the WSU libraries,
the Michigan State University libraries, Detroit Historical
Museum, Detroit Public Library and the Reuther Library.
Beginning in September 2005 the Reuther will have 18
students over a two-year period.

The Reuther Library and the Wayne State
University Library System also received a grant from the
Library of  Michigan to further develop the Virtual Motor
City photo collection, an online database of  over 16,000
images from the Reuther Library’s Detroit News
Collection.  The funds from the grant will be used to
digitize an additional 20,000 images.  The VMC can be
accessed through www.reuther.wayne.edu.

Collections
Two university collections have been processed

and are available to researchers, the papers of  Madeline M.
Leininger, 1961-1995 and the correspondence of  Theodore
and Dorothy Miles.  Leininger, a professor in WSU’s
School of  Nursing, developed the theory of  culture care
diversity and universality.  The collection includes her
writing, teaching material and information related to her
work withorganizations tied to transcultural nursing.  The
correspondence of  Theodore and Dorothy Miles during
World War II provides a powerful look into two connected
yet individual lives during an extremely eventful period in
American history.

words came out as: “eye wobble wobble.”  The
organization’s ability to appeal to immigrants attracted
members other unions could not, or would not, reach out
to. Today, all IWWs are known as Wobblies, or Wobs. Their
greeting of  solidarity to each other is “Fellow Worker.”

In addition to their radical ideas and militant
tactics, the Wobblies are renown for their imagination and
creativity as writers, poets, singers, and artists. Religious
hymns were appropriated, with new, mocking, anti-boss
and anti-preacher words replacing the church’s version.
Many people are still attracted to the union through its
music, art, and merriment. Their Little Red Song Book,
containing songs by the IWW’s most famous member, Joe
Hill, has been a staple on picket lines and at
demonstrations throughout the last century. These songs
help create a genuine feeling of  solidarity.

U-M’s IWW centennial celebration, one of  many
such celebrations at educational institutions across the
United States, offers a free concert October 19 featuring
Anne Feeney, a national recording artist called by some
“the greatest labor singer in North America.” Feeney was
just named the recipient of  the 2005 Joe Hill Award from
the Labor Heritage Foundation. The concert will be held in
the Special Collections Library, 7th floor of  the Harlan
Hatcher library on U-M’s central campus. For more
information contact Julie Herrada, (734) 764-9377,
jherrada@umich.edu.

By Julie Herrada
Theodore Miles was an instructor in the English

Department at Wayne from 1938-1942 when he joined
the Navy.  Dorothy was also an instructor in the English
department.  Theodore was aboard the USS Indianapolis
when the Japanese attacked and sunk the cruiser.  The
Indianapolis was on her way home after delivering
components that were eventually used to build the atomic
bomb that destroyed Hiroshima.
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Western Michigan University
Archives and Regional History
Collections
1903 W. Michigan Avenue
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5307
(269) 387-8490    Fax: (269) 387-8484
E-mail: arch_collect@wmich.edu
Web: http://www.wmich.edu/library/depts/archives/
Hours: Tu[?]-F 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Sa 12:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m.

The Library of  Michigan awarded 1 of  10 available
grants to the WMU Libraries to digitize Civil War diaries,
which are held in the Archives and Regional Histories
Collections. These grants represent a statewide effort to
digitize valuable and significant local, state-related
information held in Michigan libraries. These digital
resources will then be easily available to residents, no matter
where they live, via the Michigan eLibrary (MeL) and the
Internet. The $95,619 grant awarded to the WMU Libraries
will be used to digitize the Civil War diaries of  eight men
who served in several Midwestern Union regiments. The
diary entries represent a wide variety of  experiences and
perspectives, ranging from that of  musician to a prisoner of
war.  The hand written diaries will be digitized in color with
complete metadata and searchable full text transcriptions.
Dr. Sharon Carlson, Director of  the Archives and Regional
History Collections, is the principle investigator for the
grant.

By Dr. Sharon Carlson

2005 MAA Election Results:
The MAA Board held our annual elections at the

business meeting, Friday, June 4 in Grand Rapids. The
results are as follows:
William LeFevre, Treasurer (2 year term)
Sandy Eklund, Conference Coordinator (2 year term)
Robert Garrett, Member at Large (3 year term)      
Matthew Daley, Member at Large (3 year term)

For our upcoming meeting in June of  2006, we
will be filling vacancies for the following positions:
Vice President/President-elect (4 year term)
Secretary (2 year term)
2 Member at Large positions (3 year terms)

If  you have any interest in running for any of  the
above positions, please contact the Nominations
Committee chair, Karen Jania (kljania@umich.edu) for
more information and/or to place your name on the
spring ballot.

Join Us In Frankenmuth
For MAA’s 2006 Annual Meeting!
By Sandy Eklund

Mark your calendars and plan to join us in
Frankenmuth, June 22 and 23, 2006, for the next MAA
Annual Meeting.  The Bavarian Inn Lodge, with its five
indoor pools, tennis, fitness room, game rooms, restaurants,
and indoor miniature golf  course is the location for the
conference sessions.  Rooms at the Lodge will be available
at the discounted rate of $109 per night, with up to four
people in the room.  A limited number of  rooms will be
available for June 21 and 23.

If  you would like further information on
Frankenmuth, visit <www.frankenmuth.com> or call 1-800-
FUN-TOWN.  For information on the Lodge,
Frankenmuth River Place Shops, and the Perks Club, go to
<www.bavarianinn.com> or call 1-800-775-6343.   There
are many fun things to do for all ages, including Bronner’s,
Grandpa Tiny’s Farm, a riding stable, river cruises, and
more, so plan on bringing the family.

The Program Committee and Local Arrangement
Committee are just beginning their work, but we will
continue to strive to bring you sessions of  current interest
to archivists at all levels.  If  you have any specific questions
or suggestions, contact the Conference Chair, Karen Jania
(kljania@umich.edu), or Conference Coordinator, Sandy
Eklund (aa6699@wayne.edu).  Watch your mail, e-mail, and
our website for further information.

Thursday June 22 &
Friday 23, 2006

MAA Annual Meeting
Frankenmuth

The Bavarian Inn Lodge
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Grand Rapids:
Review of  MAA’s 2005 Annual Meeting
June 2-4, 2005

By Sandy Eklund, MAA Conference Coordinator

Hank Meijer giving the Keynote Address, “On the Trail of  Senator
Arthur Vandenberg” on Friday June 3, 2005.

Program Committee
Jennifer Thomas, Co-Chair
Brecque Keith, Co-Chair
Local Arrangements Committee
Rebecca Mayne, Co-Chair
Matthew Daley, Co-Chair
Conference Coordinator
Sandy Eklund

Our 2005 Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids
was a huge success.  Over 70 people attended the
conference.  A wide variety of  topics were covered in
the twelve sessions offered.  Overlooking the Grand
River, the conference facilities at the Eberhard Center
at Grand Valley State University received rave reviews.
Many attendees noted the quality of food being some
of  the best they’ve had at an MAA conference.

At the business meeting on Thursday, Marcus
Robyns was recognized for his many years of  service
to MAA.  Bob Garrett and Matt Daley, both of  who
provided much assistance to the planning of  the
conference, were elected to board positions.  The
raffle brought in over $300 for Michigan History Day.

Thursday evening a reception was held at the
Gerald R. Ford Museum, just a short walk from the
Eberhard Center.  The timing as perfect, as Deep
Throat had recently revealed his identity.  The caterer
duly noted that if  it hadn’t been for Deep Throat, the
Ford Museum might not be in existence.

Hank Meijer gave a well received talk and slide
presentation on former Michigan Senator Arthur
Vandenberg at lunch on Friday.

New to the conference this year were exhibit
tables.  In addition, the Reuther Library put together a
one-panel exhibit on Grand Rapids.  Both were
enjoyed by many attendees, and may be continued at
the next conference.

As usual, there were many familiar faces at the
conference, including some who haven’t attended in a
few years.   In addition, MAA gained eight new
members.  A good time was had by everyone.

Matthew Daley and Toni Gibson outside of  the GVSU Eberhard Center.
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Matthew Daley and Sandy Eklund discuss conference registration
strategies.

John Gibson, our President, gives a presentation on Urban
Renewal & Historic Preservation

Dean Weber and John Bowen field questions during the Cooperation
& Collaboration in Archives session.

MAA’s Grand Rapids
Annual Meeting
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Bob Garrett, a key player in MAA’s Raffle fundraising
venture to support Michigan History Day student awards.

Marcus Robyns receives MAA board thanks for serving
six years and traveling the long distance from Marquette!

Stacie Narlock, Maria Harris and Steve Ketchum pose following a session.
MAA’s Grand Rapids

Annual Meeting
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Dear Dr. Archives,

Lots of people seem to write to you, but my letters are always
returned with cryptic notes such as “Recipient’s mailbox has eaten
today’s mail” or “Pray, hinder me not with thy tedious queries.”  What
does it take to get a little respect from you??

Signed,

Livid in Lake Orion

Dear Livid,
Apparently all it takes is your stern rebuke, plus the twenty dollar bill you so thoughtfully

enclosed with your missive.  Here at the Docteur Archives House des Lettres Mortes, your Doctor
of Record does receive a fair amount of mail, much of which arrives with postage due (apparently
the Dumfounded Doctor is not the only one confused as to how email stamps work).

Since my column is only published twice a year, a certain form of natural selection is
employed to winnow out the ones to be answered.  On the appointed day the Dramatic Doctor
will throw the 10 or so communiqués that did not contain threats or past due notices from the roof
while the Eager Archival Assistants struggle to retrieve them.  The first one to return gets a Hearty
Handshake and a free standby ticket to the Bijou in town.

In the interests of brevity, what follows are excerpts from some unfortunate cast-off queries
and a few of the Know-it-all Doctor’s truncated replies.

Q. Should I go on a hunger strike to dramatize my need for more funding?
A.  Thin hope at best.

Q. What is the meaning of Life?
A. I used to have it on file, but the box is lost in the stacks.

Q. If u cn rd ths u cn b n arch ad gt a jb.
A. I tnk nt.

Q. What do you have against photographic archives?
A. No Leica.

Q. Should I switch to a career in mousetrap repair?
A. Reply hazy, try again later.

As you can see, dear Reader, the Doctor is busy man.  So, keep sending in those cards and
letters.  With any luck, you will never hear from the Doc again.
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LONE ARRANGER
By Jennie Thomas
Archivist & Special Collections Librarian, Albion College
Nicknames given me by Albion College staff:
“Dusty” “St. Joanie of  Archives” “Archives Jennie” “Archives Girl”

September 9, 2005

As I write this, hurricane Katrina has just plowed through the Gulf  Coast
states, leaving ruin in its wake. It is difficult to compose a light-hearted article for
this issue in the unfathomable aftermath of  hurricane Katrina—with too many
dead; so many haunting images of  destruction; institutions of  unique cultural and
historical significance flattened; irreplaceable documents, artifacts and art damaged and ruined. Now, as the country must
face the political and racial fall-out from the delayed response of  government, in addition to the paralyzing conflicts
surrounding rebuilding those areas destroyed by the hurricane, I struggle to find meaning in it all—not only as a lone
arranger in the archives community but as a lone individual in the larger context of  our country, wondering where it will
all lead.

As archivists – as the gatekeepers of  history – we are more equipped than most to see the correlations between
events of  the past and those of  the present. There is no disaster and recovery plan to salvage society—to piece back
together the shards of  trust following Katrina, in order to preserve our relationships in the face of  future tragedies. How
will we use our knowledge and resources to help guide what happens in the coming weeks, months – even years – as not
only the Gulf  Coast but the entire country attempts to rebuild the landscape, neighborhoods, and relationships left
scarred by this disaster?

But philosophy and politics are not my purpose here; that would be slapstick, visual gags, bad puns, pilfered
witticisms—the sitcom approach to archives. Alan Alda once said, “Laugh at yourself, but don’t ever aim your doubt at
yourself. Be bold. When you embark for strange places, don’t leave any of  yourself  safely on shore. Have the nerve to go
into unexplored territory.” And in that vein, I hope the following will help us to laugh at ourselves and to re-energize—to
have the faith in ourselves and our profession to get through these trying times, to educate and rebuild, to ensure we
move forward rather than backwards.

Q: What is the difference between an archivist and a pizza?
A: A large pizza can feed a family of  four.

Q: How many reference archivists does it take to screw in a light bulb?
A: Well, I don’t know right off  hand, but I know where we can look it up!

Q: What happens when you cross an archivist with a lawyer?
A: You get all the information you want, but you can’t understand any of  it.

Q: How many academics does it take to change a light bulb?
A: CHANGE?!?!

Q: What is one of  the perks of  being an archivist?
A: You can file your paycheck under “Humor.”

Q: How do you know when your rare books librarian has gone crazy?
A: When you find him doing donuts on a book cart in the parking lot.

Q: How did the old rare books librarian die?
A: He became dis-bound.
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Q: How did the museum set new records for attendance?
A: Find the Hidden $100 Bill Tuesday

Q: Did you hear about the two archivists who were married to each other for 60 years?
A: As they grew older, they became more interesting to each other.

“Old archivists never die, they get de-accessioned.”
“Old rare book librarians never die, they become ex-libras.”
“He who files the worst, volunteers the most.”
“I went to the museum where they had all the heads and arms from the statues that are in all the other museums.”

- Steven Wright

So-called comedy inspired by:
· http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/byform/mailing-lists/exlibris/1995/05/msg00083.html
·           http://portland.craigslist.org/about/best/nyc/13657141.html
·            http://www.lovetoteach.com/top_10_librarian__text_.html
· http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/byform/mailing-lists/exlibris/1995/05/msg00084.html
· http://www.mcsweeneys.net/links/lists/library.html
· http://www.ifla.org/I/humour/humour.htm
· http://www.lisnews.com/article.pl?sid=05/06/24/086224&tid=
· http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stevenwrig163487.html
· http://lists.archivists.org.au/pipermail/archivists.org.au/aus-archivists/2000-August/001943.html

The Michigan Oral History Association (MOHA), in partnership with the Michigan Department of  History,
Arts and Libraries, offers “Oral History For Michiganians 2005,” Saturday, October 15, from 10a.m. to 4p.m., at the
Michigan Historical Center, 702 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing. The conference is part of Michigan’s recognition of
Family History Month.

Presentations highlighting the program include:
· Beyond the Family Album: Using Oral Histories to Enrich the Family Record by Virginia Bailey Parker, historian and

author
· Family Oral Histories on the Web: New Directions and Technologies by Jeffrey G. Charnley editor for H-Net and Dean

Rehberger, associate director of  MATRIX
· Equipment and the Part It Plays in Oral History by Lynn Spietz Simmons, transcriptionist
· Moccasin Grapevine: Recording Native American Experiences by Barbara Madison, Native American genealogist
· Roundtable for reporting projects

The registration deadline is October 10. The cost for the entire day of  presentations is $15.00, which also
includes lunch. To register, or for more information, contact MOHA, 5580 West State Road, Lansing 48906-9325, or call
(517) 321-1746, or e-mail <gwiskemann@arq.net>.  VHS and DVD recordings of  this and past conference
sessions since 1992 are available. Contact MOHA for lists.

The fall issue of  the MOHA newsletter is at the printer and expected to be mailed to about 350 members,
editors of  oral history newsletters, non-member practitioners and others throughout the United States and overseas. We
are honored to include members in Canada and to have Patricia Skidmore, Ph.D, President of  the Canadian Oral History
Association, serving on the MOHA Board of  Directors.

Michigan Oral History Association
5580 West State Road, Lansing 48906-9325
517-321-1746
gwiskemann@arq.net
http://www.h-net.org/~oralhist/moha/

Michigan Oral History Association
By Geneva Kebler Wiskemann
Secretary. MOHA
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International Archivists Visit East Lansing
By Portia Vescio
Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections
Michigan State University

From September 6-9, 2005, over 80 archivists
from around the world gathered in East Lansing for the
Annual Meeting of  the International Council on Archives/
Section on University and Research Institution Archives
(ICA/SUV).  Participants came from Colombia, Scotland,
Poland, Indonesia, and the Philippines as well as the
United States and Canada.  Michigan was well represented
with speakers from Michigan State University, University
of  Michigan, Wayne State University, and Central Michigan
University.  Several other repositories from around the
state sent representatives to the meeting.

The meeting opened with the plenary speech
delivered by Ian Wilson, the Librarian and Archivist of
Canada.  In his speech, “The Gift of  One Generation to
Another,” Mr. Wilson called for archivists to come
together in times of  national emergencies, like the recent
disasters resulting from Hurricane Katrina, and to provide
whatever support possible.  The opening plenary speech
has now been renamed the Don Richan Memorial Lecture,
after the late Don Richan, who was President of  the ICA/

SUV when he died unexpectedly of  cancer in 2004.  Mr.
Richan’s widow, Beth, and his son, John, were on hand to
present Mr. Wilson with a plaque for being the inaugural
speaker of  the lecture.

While in East Lansing, the conference participants
attended sessions on topics such as electronic records
management, digital projects, athletics in universities, multi-
cultural collections, and regional history.  They were able to
enjoy tours of  the Michigan State University Archives and
Historical Collections and the State Archives of  Michigan
at the Michigan Historical Center, host of  the opening
night reception.  On Thursday, September 8, participants
enjoyed a trip to the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield
Village.  They were greeted in the Benson Ford Research
Center and given tours of  the facility.

The meeting closed on Friday, September 9 with
remarks by Lorenz Mikoletzky, President of  the ICA and
the State Archivist of  Austria.  Photographs from the
conference will be available on the website at:  <http://
archives.msu.edu/icasuv/>.

Fred Honhart looks on as John Richan thanks Ian Wilson for giving
the first Don Richan Memorial lecture.

Fred Honhart and ICA/SUV archivists enjoy a meal at Eagle
Tavern in Greenfield Village.
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Clarke Historical Library
Reference Librarian/Bibliographer

Central Michigan University’s Clarke Historical Library seeks a reference librarian/bibliographer to join an
energetic team.  Serving about 28,000 students, Central Michigan University is an innovative doctoral/research-
intensive institution recognized for strong undergraduate education and a range of  focused graduate programs and
research.
 
Position Description:

The Clarke Historical Library, a special collections library at CMU specializing in Michigan history, CMU
history, Native Americans, other Michigan related topics and children’s literature, seeks qualified applicants for the
position of   Reference Librarian/Bibliographer. This is a tenure-track, faculty position.   The successful candidate
will be an enthusiastic, service-oriented librarian dedicated to the provision of  outstanding reference and research
service and committed to the development of  electronic as well as print collections.  Primary responsibilities
include: reference and research services, bibliographic duties, and supervision of  the reading room. Other duties
include providing library instruction and outreach, and collection development.

Minimum Qualifications:
MLS from an ALA accredited program. Evidence of  potential for earning tenure/promotion as a library

faculty member. Evidence of  teaching ability/potential. Knowledge of  a wide variety of  relevant electronic and
print reference resources. Excellent communication and interpersonal skills as well as enthusiasm for service
excellence. Ability to work independently and cooperatively. Potential for professional leadership.

Preferred Qualifications:
Professional experience in special collections libraries. Reference experience in an academic library,

especially in a special collections setting.  Expertise in history, especially Michigan history.  Expertise in children’s
literature and historical elementary school textbooks. Publications, particularly refereed publications. Experience
with web page content development and technology-based instruction. Supervisory, collection development, and
exhibit preparation experience.  Additional graduate degree in a field related to the position.

Salary commensurate with qualifications, minimum $45,000. Excellent fringe benefits.

Submit letter of  application addressing qualifications for the position, resume, and names, titles, addresses,
and telephone numbers of  at least three professional references.  Applications may be emailed to
<cole1se@cmich.edu> (please include the phrase “Clarke Library Reference Librarian Search” in the subject line).
Alternatively, a hard copy application may be sent to:

Chairperson, Reference Librarian/Bibliographer Search Committee
407 Park Library

Central Michigan University
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859

Review of  applications begins September 6, 2005. Applications for this position will be accepted until the
position is filled.

CMU, an AA/EO institution, strongly and actively strives to increase diversity within its community (see
http://www.cmich.edu/aaeo/).



Open Entry Fall 200520

Michigan Archival Association
William LeFevre
Chair, Membership Committee
Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Ave.
Detroit, MI 48202

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Photograph Sources
Page 1 –  Leslie Armbruster
Page 3 –  John Gibson
Page 4 & 5 –  Ilitch Holdings Corporate Archives
Page 8 –  Karen L. Jania
Page 9 & 10 –  University of  Michigan Special Collections Library
Page 11 –  Bavarian Inn Lodge
Page 12 – Tom Nanzig
Page 13 –  Leslie Armbruster
Page 14 – Top: Leslie Armbruster

Center & Bottom: Tom Nanzig
Page 16 –  Jennie Thomas
Page 18 –  Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections

Calendar of  Events:
2005
September 6 - November 26 - Exhibit, Soapboxers and
Saboteurs: 100 Years of  Wobbly Solidarity at University of
Michigan’s Special Collections Library, 7th Floor, Harlan
Hatcher Library, U of  M’s Central Campus, Ann Arbor
(see pages 9-10 for more information).
<lib.umich.edu/spec-coll>

September 29-October 1 – Midwest Archives
Conference, Fall Meeting, Bloomington, IN
<www.midwestarchives.org>

September 30 - January 1 - Behind the Magic: 50 Years of
Disneyland at Henry Ford Museum, part of  The Henry
Ford (admission charged).  Includes many archival
documents, artwork and ephemera from Walt Disney
Imagineering and the Benson Ford Research Center.
<www.thehenryford.org>

October 2-29 - Family History Month at the State
Archives of  Michigan, Lansing: 10/2: “Civil War Sunday”;
10/29: “Family Treasures Day”.
<www..michiganhistory.org/archive/>

November - Exhibit, Christmas at the Ford White House at the
Gerald R. Ford Library, Ann Arbor, MI.
<www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov>

February through December 2005 - Exhibit,  Bernard J.
Firestone: Joy in Solidarity at the Walter P. Reuther Library,
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI.
<www.reuther.wayne.edu>

2006
April 26-30 – Midwest Archives Conference, Spring
Meeting, Bloomington-Normal, IL.
<www.midwestarchives.org>

June 22-23 – Michigan Archival Association, Annual
Meeting, Frankenmuth, MI (see page 11 for description ).
<www.maasn.org>

October 15 - Michigan Oral History Association
Conference, at the Michigan Historical Center, Lansing (see
page 17 for more information).
<www.h-net.org/~oralhist/moha/>
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