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President’s 
Corner

Dear Colleagues:   

I am happy to report to all of  you that Michigan Archival Association has had a very busy and exciting year.  
Last summer we had a wonderful conference at Beaver Island, Michigan.  The overwhelming consensus was 
that it was a great success.  The quality of  the sessions coupled with the quality of  the facility and the beautiful 
island location had everyone commenting about how glad they were to have attended.   In addition to that good 
news, our membership is up and we have been proactive in assisting students interested in the archival sciences.  
In fact, one of  the Michigan History Day participants we sponsor won honors in the national competition.   
On the horizon, we are presenting an outstanding Fall Workshop this year.

“Disaster Preparedness and Response for Archives and Library Collections” will be held November 15 at 
the Bentley Library on the University of  Michigan campus.  In light of  the tragic natural disasters that have 
occurred throughout the country this year,  I thought the workshop offering this year should strive to provide 
the latest information to help all of  us protect ourselves and our collections from unexpected events.  The 
MAA Board will close out the year by following up on two issues that I mentioned to you at the conference: 
the feasibility of  Open Entry moving exclusively to an electronic format, and the assessment of  our conference 
planning process (including choosing future meeting locations).   I encourage you to make your opinion known 
concerning these issues, as we are carefully weighing all the options.

I also wanted to remind everyone that our annual “get-together” will take a different form next year.  In the 
spirit of  collaboration and to ease the travel expenses of  our members, we will not have a summer conference.  
Instead, the MAA annual business meeting will coincide with the Midwest Archives Conference (MAC) in 
Grand Rapids next spring.  The blog will contain more details as the time approaches.   

That’s it for this time.  

Whitney Miller with Françoise, our 2011 Beaver Island conference mascot.

Whitney Miller
Email: millerwh@msu.edu
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Untapped Archivists:  Students and 
Volunteers to the Rescue 
By Megan Hixon, Project Archivist, William L. Clements Library, University of 
Michigan
Email: hixonmeg@umich.edu 

In this economy, archival institutions and special libraries 
must seek creative solutions if  we are to have any hope of  
shrinking our ever-burgeoning backlogs.  My experiences 
as a student worker at the University of  Michigan’s William 
L. Clements Library have revealed the value of  volunteers 
and graduate student interns as an untapped resource for 
easing our workloads and making essential contributions that 
can help provide depth in finding aids and in user reference 
services.  Utilizing volunteer and student labor plays on 
individuals’ strengths, and helps an archive develop a more 
rounded approach to its collections; by drawing on an array 
of  expertise, institutions ensure that their finding aids become 
more comprehensive, more accurate, and of  greater use to 
potential readers.  Eager volunteers and archival students are 
not particularly difficult to find; in fact, many programs, such 
as the School of  Information programs at the University 
of  Michigan and Wayne State University, require graduate 
students in a professional archival program to participate in 
a related internship, providing a nearby labor pool already 

familiar with both professional standards and area resources 
and institutions.

By involving volunteers and students directly in the archival 
process, institutions can engage in a mutually beneficial 
partnership: volunteers, often self-professed “history buffs,” 
are able to discover and work with fascinating primary source 
material, and archives students become immersed in their 
chosen field.  When I first saw the Clements Library on a tour 
of  the University of  Michigan, I did not know precisely what 
an archive was, nor did I really consider the work that goes 
into collecting, describing, and caring for these materials; all I 
knew was that the library held invaluable historical collections, 
and that I wanted to work there.  Though naturally I had a 
better understanding of  the profession when I chose to begin 
graduate school, I still was not truly aware of  the depth of  
archival work until I began working at the Clements Library.  
In a series of  progressively responsible tasks, I have been 
able to gain a full perspective of  the archival process and 

first-hand insight into 
the creation of  finding 
aids, guiding collections 
from envelopes of  folded, 
torn letters to stately grey 
Hollinger boxes and online 
EAD finding aids and 
MARC catalog records.  
Along the way, my dually 
acquired sets of  skills 
from my work here and 
at a summer internship 
in Dublin, Ireland, and 
from my coursework 
have helped to forge my 
professional identity, and 
to assist the manuscript 
division’s permanent staff  
in the creation of  over 
300 finding aids.  Over 
the course of  the past 
two years, many of  my 
masters-level friends have 
professed discovering Meg Hixon (far right) talks with University of  Michigan School of  Information intern Abby Smith (far left) 

and volunteer Madeleine Karpiuk (center) at a Clements Library ice cream social.
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similar benefits from their own internships and employment 
opportunities.

As a student employee at the Clements, I have been fortunate 
to work alongside a small army of  enthusiastic, capable 
volunteers who represent a wide range of  interests and skills.  
One particular benefit of  volunteer labor is that it (initially, 
at least) primarily requires little beyond enthusiasm and a 
professed interest in historical materials or in an institution’s 
specific collections.  Once trained in the proper handling 
of  archival material and provided with a crash course in 
basic archival theory, volunteers are able to take on some of  
the more mundane steps in processing, such as re-housing 
collections or making lists of  a collection’s subjects.  Notes 
and observations made during this process not only allow 
volunteers to engage with the materials at hand, but can also 
jump-start an archival processor’s work on a finding aid, 
saving valuable time and expediting the archivist’s research.

One of  the most potent examples of  the value of  volunteer 
work in archives derives from this type of  pre-processing 
research.  Most archivists are familiar with genealogists 
and family historians, whose enthusiasm has spawned vast 
networks and sophisticated research databases and tools.  
Professional processors may not have time to track the 

movements of  an obscure Michigan farmer through the 
mid-19th century, but volunteers with a natural inclination for 
this kind of  detective work are often delighted to trace these 
footsteps of  history.  As the author of  numerous finding 
aids for collections from ordinary people and their families, 
I have found the work of  our family history volunteers 
immeasurably helpful: they can hunt down the vital primary 
resources my schedule may not allow me to locate and often 
provide visual aids that present vast quantities of  family 
information literally at a glance.

One of  the best things about working in an archive, I 
believe, is the incredible breadth and depth of  collections 
within.  These same qualities, however, can make backlogs 
of  unprocessed materials seem foreboding.  Student interns 
from local and national archives programs, as well as 
eager volunteers, represent a vital source of  assistance for 
institutions facing these issues of  volume.  At the Clements 
Library, a thriving relationship with local family historians and 
with the university community has helped process hundreds 
of  collections, and will continue to assist with finding aid and 
resource creation well into the future.  Archives and archivists 
should welcome these talented individuals into repositories 
across Michigan to help describe, maintain, and ultimately 
make available our historical collections.

Disaster Preparedness 
Electronic Resources
By Whitney Miller, MAA President, MSUAHC
Email: millerwh@msu.edu
The theme of  the Fall Workshop this year is Disaster 
Preparedness.  This is an essential topic for everyone to be 
aware of  at work and at home.  Fortunately, many sources of  
information are available online, from the general to the very 
specific.  Here is a short list of  good websites to visit.  In 
addition, almost every site here has links to even more sites.  
Look it over and be sure to share the information with your 
co-workers.  Disaster preparedness and response only works 
well if  everyone participates!

Overview and General Guidance
◊ National Archives – Disaster Response
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/disaster-response/
◊ Library of  Congress – Emergency Preparedness
http://www.loc.gov/preservation/emergprep/
◊ Council of  State Archivists (CoSA) – Information about 
the Emergency Preparedness Initiative
 www.statearchivists.org/prepare
◊ Federal Emergency Management – “Plan & Prepare”
http://www.fema.gov/

◊ Homeland Security – Preparedness, Response, and 
Recovery
http://www.dhs.gov/files/prepresprecovery.shtm

Information Clearinghouse Sites
◊ Conservation Online – Comprehensive Disaster Planning 
Resource Guide
http://cool.conservation-us.org/bytopic/disasters/
◊ Disaster Mitigation Planning Assistance
http://www.matrix.msu.edu/~disaster/search.php

Specific Topics
◊ Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts 
(CCAHA) 
www.ccaha.org/publications/technical-bulletins
◊ dPlan – Online Disaster Tool
http://www.dplan.org/

Assistance Services
◊ Western States & Territories Preservation Assistance 
Service (WESTPAS).  Planning Documents available online:  
http://westpas.org/course_docs.html
◊ Lyrasis – Disaster Resources  (Lyrasis is the result of  the 
Solinet/Palinet merger.)
http://www.lyrasis.org/Products-and-Services/Digital-and-
Preservation-Services/Disaster-Resources.aspx
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SAA Conference Report
A First-person Look at the Society of American Archivists’ 
Annual Meeting
By Rebecca Bizonet, Benson Ford Research Center, The Henry Ford
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com

From August 21 through 27, the Society of  American Archivists held its annual meeting, themed “ARCHIVES 360°,” in 
Chicago.  This report is intended as a summary (a very brief  and incomplete one!), which could be helpful in giving those 
who didn’t go an idea of  what it was like and also reminding fellow attendees of  what you got out of  the conference, perhaps 
encouraging you to share your thoughts with coworkers and other colleagues, if  you haven’t already.

This year, SAA celebrated its 75th anniversary, which it marked in several ways.  One of  these was a series of  special sessions 
looking back at its history.  Online supplements to these sessions will be made available on SAA’s website (http://www2.
archivists.org/) in November.

In keeping with a milestone celebration, there was plenty of  fun to be had.  The all-attendee reception was held at the Field 
Museum, “hosted” by the famed Sue the T-Rex, who towered over the revelers on the main floor.  Topping off  that evening 
of  fun was the display of  a Hollinger box cake.  (It wasn’t served at the reception—partygoers were instead treated to the 
now-ubiquitous cupcakes—but it was pretty amusing to look at.)  Further lightening the mood were the archives-themed 
trading cards on sale throughout the conference, featuring important archivists and archival ideas, events, organizations, 
and places.  SAA still has them for sale through their online bookstore,  http://saa.archivists.org/4DCGI/store/item.
html?Action=StoreItem&Item=2227

Of  course, it wasn’t all just fun and games.  The conference sessions tackled some weighty issues facing the profession and 
society at large and showcased useful and important work being done by colleagues.  As has been a trend for several years now, 
many sessions dealt with digitization of  both descriptions and collections as a way to improve access to collections.

One of  the problems I always have at SAA conferences is that there are so many excellent sessions going on concurrently that 
it is extremely difficult to choose which ones to attend.  That was certainly the case this year.  I’m reporting on highlights of  
just a few of  the sessions that I was able to attend.  I urge readers who couldn’t make it to SAA to ask their colleagues who 
did attend about some of  the other sessions and activities, and to follow up at SAA’s website and other online venues such as 
SlideShare (http://www.slideshare.net), where some speakers have made available content from their presentations or related 
materials.

In “Doing a 180: Putting Ephemera on the Front Burner,” a panel of  archivists discussed different approaches they’d taken 
to arrange, describe, and provide access to their ephemera collections.  Panelists emphasized the need for strategic planning 
to address these colorful and popular collections that we all have but often are not quite sure how best to manage and share.  
(More at http://saa.archivists.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/eventdetail.html?Action=Events_Detail&InvID_

W=1807, which includes one presenter’s slides.)

The session “Archives in the Web of  Data:  Towards a Virtuous 
Flow of  Data in the UK and Beyond” looked at the use of  linked 
open data and other metadata to facilitate visibility of  collections 
online, improve collections management processes, and perhaps 
reduce duplication of  effort.  Although challenging because so 
many of  us are not even at a point where we have much if  any 
electronic metadata to share, at least not in the linked open data 
format, it was inspiring and thought-provoking to hear about 
these efforts—and the national and institutional initiatives and 
support that made them possible, such as the UK’s Archives Hub 
(http://archiveshub.ac.uk/).  All of  the speakers, three from the 
UK and one from University of  Oregon, have made the slides 
from their presentations available on SAA’s website:   http://saa.
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archivists.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/eventdetail.
html?Action=Events_Detail&InvID_W=1816

The topic of  digitization was also a strong presence at the 
Description Section meeting, where archivist Erica Boudreau 
presented on efforts at the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library to not only post all of  their finding aids online but to 
use those electronic finding aids as a framework for providing 
access to digitized collection content.  They accomplished 
this through the use of  a customized collections management 
system, which they then used to generate EAD output.  
Especially significant was her assertion that they wanted not a 
series of  online exhibits, but rather entire collections accessible 
online.  A PDF version of  her presentation is available online, 
also on SAA’s website:  http://www2.archivists.org/groups/
description-section/reports-presentations-from-the-annual-
meeting

Digitization continued to dominate the discussion with “More Access to More Content:  The EAD Finding Aid and Other 
Effective Tools for Large-Scale Digitization,” with panelists from University of  North Carolina, Chapel Hill, the Smithsonian 
Institution’s Archives of  American Art, and the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum.  Particularly encouraging 
to me was one speaker’s declaration that the efforts were viewed as a “program, not a project,” by its coordinating body, 
Triangle Research Libraries Network (http://www.trln.org/).  All of  the talks focused on a “More Product, Less Process” 
approach to digitization that uses EAD finding aids as both metadata source and delivery mechanism. The presenters also 
addressed issues of  mass-production workflows, digital file management, resource allocation, and usability.  Their work is 
truly a model for other institutions and a refreshing and necessary move away from the ‘boutique’ approach that has too long 
plagued the field.  (More at http://saa.archivists.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/eventdetail.html?Action=Events_
Detail&InvID_W=1817, including one set of  slides.)

What I thought would be primarily a pleasant retrospective turned out also to be an invigorating look ahead, in “Thirty 
Years On:  SAA and Descriptive Standards” (one of  the 75th anniversary sessions).  Chaired by the Dean (or would that be 
Godfather?) of  Description, Steven Hensen, the session addressed the evolution of  standardized archival description from 
its chaotic dark days, into the library world’s bibliographic fold, through to its current, more cohesive phase, and the roles 
played, or not played, by SAA, NARA, and individual leaders.  Speakers and attendees foresee increasing influence from the 
international archival community and ISAD(G) as well as the potentials of  federated search and discovery layers, and a move 
away from OPACs and single management systems (a little mind-blowing to consider, given that some of  us are still struggling 
to get our descriptive materials into these frameworks!).

The closing plenary ended things in a quiet but affirming way, with incoming president Gregor Trinkaus-Randall urging 
archivists to increase efforts at outreach and collaboration, including helping smaller institutions and historical societies in a 
respectful manner.

Not all was or is rosy, and SAA leadership is attempting to address, among other issues, how to improve its use of  
communication technology, kicking off  the discussion at its Open Forum on social media, which unfortunately, I was not able 
to attend.  (Communication at the conference, ironically, proved challenging, as the basement venue interfered with the cellular 
and data signals of  many attendees, and unlike most MAC meetings, there was no free wireless signal.  This affected things like 
live commentary, through Twitter, for example, something many conference attendees have come to take for granted.)  Larger 
controversies had loomed prior to the meeting, including an ongoing labor dispute at the conference hotel and meeting venue, 
which caused some archivists not to attend.  High meeting costs also kept many archivists away.  To its credit, SAA has created 
in response an Annual Meeting Task Force to address these and other concerns.  The task force is charged with analyzing the 
four broad areas of  Social Responsibility, Meeting Model, Meeting Content, and Online Accessibility of  Meeting Content, and 
making recommendations for possible future actions and improvements.  It will deliver an initial draft report in 2012 and its 
final report in 2013.  If  any of  you have the opportunity to weigh in—and I foresee that you will—I hope that you do! 

Related to those high meeting costs, prior to the conference, some individual fundraising went on, spearheaded by University
Continued on page 22
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Erik Nordberg and Iron County Historical 
Museum Win Prestigious U.P. History Awards
Submitted by the Historical Society of Michigan
Email: hsm@hsmichigan.org

On June 18, 2011, Erik Nordberg and the Iron County 
Historical Museum received the Historical Society of  
Michigan’s top awards for the preservation of  Upper 
Peninsula history at the 62nd Annual Upper Peninsula 
History Conference, held in Marquette.

Nordberg, a university archivist and the head of  archives 
at Michigan Technological University, was awarded the 
Charles Follo Award, which is presented each year to an 
individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the 
preservation and promotion of  Upper Peninsula history. 
The award was established in 1979 to honor the memory 
of  Charles Follo, an Escanaba teacher who promoted and 
helped advance historical understanding of  Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula.

Since joining the Michigan Tech staff  in the mid-1990s, 
Nordberg has been involved in nearly all aspects–from 
acquisition to grant writing–of  the university’s archives.

Taking on the roles of  project director and/or principal 
investigator, Nordberg has led several projects focused on 
increasing access to the MTU archives and collections. Two 
of  the many projects he has worked on include “Coming 
to the Surface: Revealing Hidden Collections in Michigan’s 
Copper Country” which has helped reveal collections which 
might otherwise be unknown to researchers worldwide 
and “Extracting Buried Treasure: Enhancing Access to 
Manuscripts about Michigan’s Copper Country” focuses 
on making the archives’ manuscripts better available to 
researchers and historians.

Currently pursuing his doctorate at Michigan Tech, Nordberg 
has written for everything from Michigan History magazine 
(“Frost on the Spuds: Potato Farming in Houghton County 
During the Great Depression”) to Michigan Tech Magazine, in 
which he writes the “From the Archives” column. He has also 
served as a board member and officer at many history-based 
organizations, including the Mining History Association, 
Michigan Humanities Council, and Michigan State Historical 
Records Advisory Board among many others. He has also 
helped organize Michigan History Day for the Western 
U.P. region since 2006. Nordberg also leads the Northland 
Historical Consortium, an organization made up of  local 

history organizations in the Western 
Upper Peninsula. Truly, Nordberg’s 
efforts to preserve U.P. history have 
reached regional, statewide, and national 
levels.

Also honored at the Upper Peninsula 
History Awards Banquet was the 
Iron County Historical Museum. The 
museum received the Superior Award, 
which was established in 2006 to honor 
historical societies, museums, and other 
historical organizations in the U.P. for 
their efforts to advance U.P. history.

Since opening to the public in 1968, the Iron County 
Historical Museum has grown from two buildings to a 
campus of  26 buildings, featuring more than 100 major 
exhibits and including three art galleries. Built on the grounds 
of  the former Caspian Mine in Iron County, the museum 
is home to the 1920 Caspian Mine Head Frame (the oldest 
head frame remaining in the county), which is listed on the 
National Register of  Historic Site. It also is the site of  the 
home of  Carrie Jacob-Bonds, who wrote the song “I Love 
You Truly.”

A point of  interest to visitors to the area, the museum is 
also frequented by historians and researchers who utilize 
the museum’s extensive archives. Continually expanding, the 
archives contain more than 53,000 biographical cards with 
information on Iron County citizens, 12,000 photographs, 
and nearly 8,000 maps. In short, the Iron Mountain Historical 
Museum isn’t just Upper Michigan’s largest local museum. 
By so effectively preserving and sharing Iron County’s 
heritage and culture with present and future generations, the 
organization is an asset to the entire state.

The Charles Follo and Superior Awards are presented each 
year at the Historical Society of  Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
History Conference. The Society presents its annual State 
History Awards at the State History Conference, which was 
held on September 23-25, 2011 in Traverse City. For more 
information about the Society’s awards, visit www.hsmichigan.
org or call (517) 324-1828. 

Erik Nordberg, 2009
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News from Your Board of Directors
See page 2 for contact information

Open Entry Transition to Electronic 
Format
The Board of  MAA wishes to remind you that they are 
still distributing information and gathering opinions about 
moving Open Entry to a strictly electronic format.  We 
have heard a few comments, but more are needed.  In 
addition to a presentation at the annual conference, the last 
mailing of  Open Entry contained a letter explaining why this 
transition is being considered.  Briefly, the electronic format 
allows for a much better product (color, electronic links, 
keyword searching, quicker production schedule), it is more 
environmentally friendly, and it saves the organization, on 
average, $1500 per year.  This savings would be applied to 
subsidizing conference and workshop costs, thus keeping 
individual members’ registration costs at a minimum. 

Again, with this issue of  Open Entry, the electronic version 
will be distributed first and the printed version will follow 
in the mail.  Please look at both versions, make a critical 
assessment, and let your opinions be known.  Comments via 
email, letter, or the blog are welcome (see page 2 for contact 
information).  Next spring, during the annual business 
meeting, members will have an opportunity to discuss this 
issue among themselves and make a final decision. 

Board Member Election Results
The MAA Board held its 2011 elections at the Annual 
Business Meeting on Tuesday, June 14, in St. James on Beaver 
Island.  The results are as follows:
 
Kristen Chinery, Vice President/President Elect (2011-2012)
Susan Panak, Treasurer (2011-2013)
Nancy Richard, Member-at-Large #1 (2011-2014), full term*
Rebecca Bizonet, Member-at-Large #2 (2011-2014), full term
 
Following the annual meeting, Cheney Schopieray was 
appointed Acting Secretary at the fall meeting of  the MAA 
Executive Board on September 16 in Lansing.
 
*Resigned October 2011.

Huge Thank You! 
to the MAA Committees: 
Get involved in MAA by volunteering to serve on a 
committee in 2012 or 2013.  Contact Whitney Miller today! 
(millerwh@msu.edu)

Annual Meeting Committee for 2011:
Geoffrey Reynolds, Conference Coordinator
and the following subcommittees:
  Local Arrangements Committee
    Geoffrey Reynolds, Local Arrangements Co-Chairperson  
    William Lefevre, Local Arrangements Co-Chairperson  
    Nancy Richard
  Program Committee
    William Lefevre, Chairperson
    Nicole Garrett
    Anne Johns
    Ruth Rague
    Geoffrey Reynolds
    Nancy Richard
    Ann Swany
    Eleanor Tacke

Audit Committee (2010)
  Whitney Miller, Chairperson
  Kristen Chinery
  Diane Hatfield
  Marilyn McNitt (observer)
 
Nominating Committee
  Whitney Miller, Chairperson
  Nicole Garrett
  Karen Jania

History Day Winners
One of  the winners of  the Michigan Archival Association 
award for use of  primary sources also has placed in the 
National History Day competition. Calgary Haines-Trautman 
from Plymouth and Andrea Ringer from Canton placed 
5th in the nation and won Outstanding State Entry in 
performance for “Debating the Wall: The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial.”  We congratulate them for their fine performance!
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Michigan 
Collections

Archives of  the Detroit Conference 
of  the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison Street, Adrian, MI  49221
(517) 265-5161, ext. 4429
Email: dcumcarchives@adrian.edu
Website: http://www.adrian.edu/library/about/methodist.php
Hours: By appointment only

The Detroit Conference Archives contains the records of  
the Conference, its districts, and local Methodist churches 
in the eastern half  of  the Lower Peninsula and the entire 
Upper Peninsula, along with personal papers of  clergy and 
others.  Each conference of  the United Methodist Church is 
mandated by the church discipline to support an archive or 
otherwise preserve and present the heritage of  the church.

Archivist Matthew May resigned at the end of  March 
when he and his wife received new job offers and moved 
their family to Massachusetts.  Rebecca McNitt had been 
serving as a volunteer assistant and was named the interim 
archivist.  Working with the chair of  the Detroit Conference 
Commission on Archives and History, Rebecca started 
creating a plan of  action for the archives, setting short- and 
long-term goals.

Projects of  Rebecca and a volunteer assistant include:
◊ Handling a steady stream of  reference inquiries that 
focus primarily on local church history, clergy members, and 
the baptisms or marriages of  individual church members
◊ Creating a database listing the books located in the 
archives
◊ Updating the clergy index, originally created by Jim and 
Charlotte Simmons
◊ Moving unprocessed manuscript collections from the 
office area to the stack annex and gaining preliminary control 
over the extensive processing backlog
◊ Consolidating several sequences of  clergy biographical 
files into a single alphabetical file
◊ Arranging for a new website and a permanent archive 
e-mail address
◊ Continuing the long-term process of  restoring order 
to collections that were disrupted during the 2004 Adrian 
College Library flood and its cleanup

◊ Creating the archives’ first finding aids for manuscript 
collections

We have plans in place to design and implement a new 
website that will include information about the archives and 
the history of  Michigan Methodism along with collection 
finding aids/indexes and digitized holdings.  Processing the 
unprocessed collections is also a serious concern.  Since the 
archives also holds many rare publications of  Michigan and 
national conferences of  the United Methodist Church and 
its predecessors (Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist 
Protestant Church, Evangelical Association/Church, Church 
of  the United Brethren in Christ, and Evangelical United 
Brethren Church), we also hope to add our printed holdings 
to the Adrian College Library catalog to advertise what we 
have to a wider audience.

Recent Acquisitions
◊ Records of  closed churches in Bennington, Middlebury, 
and Inkster
◊ Detroit East and Detroit West district records
◊ Audio CDs for Detroit Annual Conference sessions in 
2009 and 2010 and the 2010 School for Pastoral Ministry
◊ Port Huron District United Methodist Women records
◊ Owendale United Methodist Church 100th anniversary 
history booklet
◊ Records and publications from the magazine Michigan 
Christian Advocate (our set of  that publication is now 
complete)
◊ Three volumes of  membership records, baptisms, and 
marriages of  Central United Methodist Church of  Sault Ste. 
Marie (1873-1911) and indexes compiled by church members 
Marv and Charlene DeWitt

Submitted by Rebecca McNitt

Do You Have “Little-
Known Collections” that 
you’d like to share?  If 
so, we encourage you to 
write a brief description 
for the next Open Entry 
newsletter!
Email your co-editors: rbizonet@gmail.com 
or bdewolfe@umich.edu
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Archives of  Michigan
Michigan Department of  Natural Resources 
and Environment
Michigan Historical Center
P.O. Box 30740
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 373-1408
Email: archives@michigan.gov
Website: http://seekingmichigan.org
Hours: Monday through Friday 1:00 - 5:00, closed on state 
holidays.

Bentley Historical Library
The University of  Michigan
1150 Beal Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113
(734) 764-3482
Fax: (734) 936-1333
Email: bentley.ref@umich.edu
Website: http://www.bentley.umich.edu/
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00-5:00, September to April 
also open Saturday 9:00-12:00

Michigan Collections 
Continued on page 16

The Michigan Historical Center, with the support of  the 
Michigan History Foundation, is allowing a major expansion 
of  its education capacity.  The new Learning Commons at the 
Center will nearly triple the space dedicated to educational 
programming, add access to digital materials, and create new, 
innovative learning opportunities for Michigan children.  

The Commons will include the David and Betty Morris 
Learning Center, the Time Lab, and the  Explorationthe 
Exploration Centers.  In the David and Betty Morris Learning 
Center, older students will participate in the Governor’s 
Decision Room.  They will be governors and advisors, as 
authentic materials lead them through an historic event (e.g., 
the 1967 Detroit riot) that requires a tough decision.  The 
Time Lab will be filled with interactive opportunities to 
play, to create, and to learn.  Planners envision maps on the 
floor, murals on walls, and ceiling tiles decorated by children.  
Finally, the Exploration Centers will eventually provide 
unique learning environments that feel very different from 
a traditional museum or classroom.  Floor and wall maps, 
real artifacts in cases, digital technology, and walls that invite 
creativity are key to this vision.

The Archives has recently acquired the Olaf  Jensen 
Collection.  Through photographs, drawings, and textual 
records, the collection documents the life of  a master 
horticulturist for the Grand Trunk Western Railroad.  Jensen 
worked for GTW from 1917-1954.  At the peak of  his career, 
he had responsibility for 248 flower beds (totaling 2.25 acres) 
at eighty different points across the GTW system.  He was 
also in charge of  maintaining up to ten carpet beds.  In 
essence, these were living “station calls” that announced with 
blooming flowers the names of  particular communities.  

The Archives of  Michigan and the Michigan Genealogical 
Council were pleased to present the 2011 Family History 
Month Workshop on Saturday October 29th.  Featured 
speaker Pamela J. Cooper addressed a variety of  topics, 
including church records, homestead records, and ways to 

trace ancestors back to England.  Other speakers talked about 
the Civilian Conservation Corps, American immigration agents, 
Michigan-Ontario migration, and more.  Archives of  Michigan 
staff  gave a presentation on the Seeking Michigan website.  
Staff  of  the Library of  Michigan and the Burton Historical 
Collection spoke on topics relevant to their institutions.  The 
Archives of  Michigan was open for a guided tour.

Submitted by Bob Garrett

New Acquisitions:
Victor Begg papers, 1973-2010, bulk 1990-2009.  Victor (Ghalib) 
Begg is a retired businessman, Senior Advisor, Chairman 
Emeritus, and co-founder of  the Council of  Islamic 
Organizations of  Michigan.  He is also co-founder of  the 
Muslim Unity Center Mosque in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, 
board member and co-founder of  the Interfaith Leadership 
Council of  Metropolitan Detroit, board member of  the 
Michigan Round Table for Diversity and Inclusion, member 
of  the Midwest Muslim-Catholic dialogue, and a frequent op-
ed writer in the Detroit newspapers on Muslim issues.  Begg 
has made numerous radio and TV appearances talking about 
Islam and issues faced by the Muslim community.  In 2001, 
Begg was elected to the Bloomfield Hills Board of  Education 
and served a four-year term.  The collection consists of  
1.6 linear feet of  records: correspondence, memoranda, 
issued official statements, and architectural drawings of  the 
Muslim Unity Center of  Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, the 
Council of  Islamic Organizations of  Michigan, and other 
Islamic organizations in Michigan and in the United States; 
correspondence, memoranda, statements, and articles written 
by and about interfaith organizations and projects in Michigan; 
correspondence, conference presentations, speeches, and 
newspaper articles written by and about Victor Begg; reports 
and articles about Muslim communities in Michigan and in the 
United States, and about politics in the Middle East, interfaith 
dialogue, and terrorism.  The Islamic Society of  North 
America folder contains a CD-ROM with materials (mp3) 
from the 40th annual ISNA convention (2005).
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Beaver Island! 
MAA’s 2011 Annual Meeting a Success
By Geoffrey Reynolds, MAA Conference Coordinator
Joint Archives of Holland
Email: reynoldsg@hope.edu

Thank You MAA Conference
Sponsors and Donors

From all accounts, including the treasurer’s report, the 2011 
Annual Meeting of  the Michigan Archival Association on 
Beaver Island, June 14-15, was a success.  The weather was 
perfect and over 65 members and guests made the trip to the 
island via plane or ferry.  Hotel and motel rooms were aplenty 
and the inhabitants welcomed our group with open arms 
and readily accepted our praise for their paradise home and 
willingness to visit before the official tourist season.

A wide variety of  sessions provided by islanders, historians, 
archivists, museum professionals, digital preservation experts 
and others gave attendees plenty of  choices and opportunities 
to learn about the history and future of  the island and what 
lies ahead, professionally, for archivists.

I would also like to thank the entire board for their support 
of  the Local Arrangements Committee and Program 
Committee as we worked through the logistics of  taking the 
annual meeting offshore and bringing together such a great 
group of  professionals.  Special thanks goes out to William 
LeFevre for pitching the idea of  holding the annual meeting 
in the middle of  Lake Michigan and for enlisting Nancy 
Richard’s help in making the program so rich in variety.  Both 
of  them are very creative and thoughtful people and made my 
time as program coordinator a smooth sail.  Cheers to you both!

[Editor’s note:  Thanks and appreciation, too, to Geoffrey Reynolds for taking 
on the mantle of  Conference Coordinator this year, and for his tireless efforts 
not only in doing the advance research and legwork, but in managing with good 
humor and aplomb the on-the-ground logistics during the conference.  Way to go, 
Geoff!  -- Rebecca Bizonet]

Sponsors of  the MAA annual meeting on Beaver Island, 
June 14-15, 2011:
◊ Beaver Island Chamber of  Commerce
◊ Beaver Island Boat Company

Donors to the silent auction to benefit Michigan History 
Day and the MAA Scholarship Fund:
◊ Ilitch Holdings, Inc.
◊ Amway Grand Plaza hotel in downtown Grand Rapids 
◊ Archives of  Michigan
◊ Hollinger Metal Edge 
◊ Beaver Island Chamber of  Commerce
◊ Sister Maureen McGarrigle 
◊ John and Toni Gibson 
◊ Karen Jania 
◊ Carol Vandenberg 
◊ Anne Johns
◊ The Henry Ford
◊ Michigan State University Press
◊ University of  Michigan Press
◊ Herman Miller
◊ Rebecca Bizonet
◊ Susan Panak
◊ Bob and Alana Anderson, Beaver Island
◊ Library, Archives, and the Dennos Museum of  
Northwestern Michigan College

The Beaver Island Community Center where we held the sessions.

MAA’s newest member, 
Justin Beaver, leads a tour 
of  the island’s woods.
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A. MAA President, Whitney 
Miller.
B.Stacey Tvedten, Holland 
Museum, and Nathan Kemler, 
Grand Valley Art Gallery, 
present “Mayday!:  Disaster 
Planning and Conservation” 
session.
C. & D. Sister Rose Marie 
Martin, OP, Dominican 
Sisters, Grand Rapids, presents 
the session, “Serving Those 
in Need: Catholic Archival 
Records and Research of  Beaver 
Island.”
E. Keynote speaker, Evan 
Carroll, co-author of  the 2011 
book, Your Digital Afterlife: 
When Facebook, Flickr and 
Twitter Are Your Estate, 
What’s Your Legacy?
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A. Beaver Island Boat 
Company’s ferry, Emerald 
Isle.
B. Plenary speaker, Seamus 
Norggard, “Beaver Island: 
Evolving Economics of  
Survival.”
C. Alfresco dining for Annual 
Meeting Attendees on Beaver 
Island.
D. Geoffrey Reynolds, MAA 
Conference Coordinator in 
action.
E. MAA Registration 
desk in the Beaver Island 
Community Center.
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A. Susan Panak, Elizabeth 
Skene, and Christiane 
Evaskis talk after a lunch.
B. Matthew Daley gives  
his presentation during the 
seesion on “Unearthing
Michigan Archival 
Collections.”
C. Attendees await a bus 
tour of  historic St. James.
D. Conference-goers relax at 
the Shamrock Pub.
E. Sunset from the Beaver 
Island Lodge. 

A
B

C

D

A

E
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Bentley Historical Library
Continued from page 11

Michigan Collections

Boyne USA Resorts records, 1935-2005, bulk 1950s-2002.  
Boyne USA is a private resort corporation founded in 
1947 by Everett F. Kircher.  It has been significant in the 
development of  northwestern Michigan as an important 
recreational center.  Kircher was a pioneer in the development 
of  ski resort technology.  Boyne USA currently operates 
twelve major ski and golf  resorts in North America.  The 
records, over 51 linear feet, include photographs, slides, 
films, videotapes, sound recordings, promotional materials, 
newspaper clippings, artwork and architectural drawings, 
biographical material on Kircher, and office files related to 
the founding and growth of  Boyne USA, including Boyne 
Mountain, Boyne Highlands, Bay Harbor, Big Sky, the 
Gatlinburg Sky Lift, and several smaller Boyne properties. 

George Henry Cannon papers, 1833-1915.  Cannon was a 
surveyor from Macomb County, Michigan.  The collection 
of  one linear foot and one reel of  microfilm includes his 
journal account of  a surveying expedition of  the Lake 
Superior shoreline entitled, “A Narrative of  one year in 
the Wilderness,” with a discussion of  Upper Peninsula 
settlements, rivers, landmarks, and Indians.  The papers 
also contain correspondence relating to Cannon’s surveys 
in northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula, and to his 
interest in Michigan history, especially the career of  surveyor 
William A. Burt and the early history of  Macomb County.   
In addition, the collection has letters of  his brother Levi 
Cannon, who served in the 22nd Michigan Regiment Infantry 
during the Civil War, and letters from Peter A. White and 
others relating to the disputed boundary between Michigan 
and Wisconsin from 1903 to 1908.  Also included are student 
essays, lectures, and a letter from Henry H. Crapo dated 1866.

Allan L. Dreyfuss papers, 1948-1991.  Allan L. Dreyfuss was a 
foreign correspondent for Reuters stationed in Germany after 
World War II, a speech writer for New York mayor Robert 
F. Wagner and for executives of  the Ford Motor Company, 
and a member of  the Public Affairs staff  of  the New Detroit 
Committee.  The bulk of  the Allan Dreyfuss collection of  4.5 
linear feet relates to his work after 1963 with the Ford Motor 
Company as a speech writer for the company’s top executives:  
Henry Ford II, Alex Trotman, Donald Petersen, and H. A. 
Poling, among others.  Subject files, reports, and notes of  
meetings relating to the work of  New Detroit are also part of  
the collection.

Valde Garcia papers, 1999-2010.  Valde Garcia, the first 
Hispanic to serve in the Michigan State Senate, was a 
Republican representing Livingston and Shiawassee Counties, 

and a portion of  Ingham County, Michigan.  The collection 
contains 12.5 linear feet of  legislative files documenting 
issues before the Michigan State Senate; files pertaining to 
Garcia’s association with Michigan’s Hispanic community 
and his interest in issues specific to Hispanics; files relating to 
veterans’ affairs; and DVDs of  Garcia speaking at Memorial 
Day services in the Senate.

Lawrence A. Rubin papers, 1934-2011.  Rubin was the director 
of  advertising for the gubernatorial campaigns of  Frank 
Murphy in 1936 and Murray D. Van Wagoner in 1940, a 
writer, and the long-time executive director of  the Mackinac 
Bridge Authority. The Rubin papers contain 2 linear feet of  
correspondence, files relating to political advertising work 
in the 1930s, miscellaneous files regarding his work with 
the Michigan State Highway Department and the Mackinac 
Bridge Authority, manuscripts of  short stories and other 
writings, speeches, subject files relating to interests and 
activities, and scattered photographs.

Governor Granholm’s papers:
The Michigan Historical Collections Division of  the Bentley 
Historical Library recently received the papers of  Jennifer 
Granholm.  She was elected Michigan’s governor in 2002 
and reelected in 2006, serving two full terms.  Granholm was 
also attorney general of  Michigan from 1998 through 2002.  
Prior to her career as an elected official, she was a law clerk 
for the U.S. Circuit Court of  Appeals, a federal prosecutor, 
corporation counsel for Wayne County, and general counsel 
for the Wayne County Stadium Authority.  She is a graduate 
of  the University of  California, Berkeley, and Harvard Law 
School.  Currently, Granholm is a Distinguished Practitioner 
of  Law and Public Policy at the University of  California, 
Berkeley.  Her collection contains approximately 240 linear 
feet of  analog material, a 35 GB hard drive, and several 
hundred pieces of  removable media containing over 250 
GB of  digital material.  These materials are being processed 
by Alexis Antracoli, a recent graduate of  the University of  
Michigan School of  Information.

Digital Curation Division at the Bentley Library:
Archivists at the Bentley Historical Library have been actively 
engaged in the challenges of  digital archiving for several 
years.  From accessioning the personal digital collection of  
University of  Michigan President James J. Duderstadt in 
1997 to archiving web pages, archivists at the Bentley Library 
have learned that the challenges of  digital preservation are 
not just technology issues.  Rather, digital record issues 
are organizational, technological, and resource based. The 
Library has recognized the complexity of  organizational 
issues associated with digital records with the formation of  
a wholly new division called Digital Curation.  This division 
is comprised of  Nancy Deromedi, associate archivist, and 
Michael Shallcross, assistant archivist.



17Open Entry Fall 2011

You might ask, what is digital curation?  We have embraced 
the definition put forth by the Digital Curation Center 
located in the United Kingdom as the activities involved in 
“maintaining, preserving and adding value to digital content 
throughout its lifecycle.”  Digital curation starts with the 
creator and ends with preservation and access.  It includes 
informing and advising creators on file format selection, 
directory structure organization, file naming conventions, 
file transfer procedures, and records retention.   For more 
information on the Bentley Library web archiving project 
see:  www.bentley.umich.edu.  For further information on 
the Digital Curation Division contact Nancy Deromedi at 
deromedi@umich.edu. 

University Archives and Records Program Focuses 
on Capture and Preservation of  Email:
The Bentley Historical Library is in the second year of  a 
two-year Mellon-funded “University of  Michigan Email 
Archiving” (MEMAIL) project.  It aims to identify, capture, 
and preserve the email record of  the top administrators of  
the University -- deans, directors and executive officers -- and 
select faculty members.  The project identified a technique 
that allocates a special archival email account to record 
creators.  These users can then drag and drop messages with 
long-term value into this account from their personal inboxes, 
where they can be retrieved by an archivist.  Bentley archivists 
will then normalize the accumulations to the mbox format, 
describe them, and package them for deposit in a DSpace 
repository with a METS file.  For more information contact 
Aprille McKay (aprille@umich.edu ) or Michael Shallcross 
(shallcro@umich.edu ).

New Records Management Policy in Development:
The University Archives and Records Program is participating 
in a newly convened Records Management Task Force, which 
aims to create a records management policy framework for 
the University of  Michigan.  Sponsored by Bentley Library 
director Fran Blouin, the university’s general counsel, the 
university auditor, and the CIO, the task force is engaged in 
creating a business case for a comprehensive records program 
at the university.  Goals include the development of  records 
management training, tools and guidelines, technological 
recommendations, and a retention schedule.  Contact Nancy 
Bartlett (nbart@umich.edu) or Aprille McKay (aprille@
umich.edu) for more information.

Visit us on Facebook and Twitter:
We’ve done it; we now have a presence on Facebook. Come 
visit our page http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bentley-
Historical-Library/170136919727015 and “like” us.  We will 
keep you up to date on our exhibits, events, and UM history 
facts. You will also be able to view our photo albums. Come 
check out the deer in the courtyard.  You can also follow us 
on Twitter at BentleyLibrary1.

Civil War Exhibit Online:
Matthew Adair, a student in the University of  Michigan 
School of  Information, has mounted his online exhibit Rally 
Round the Flag!, commemorating the 150th anniversary of  the 
beginning of  the Civil War.  You will find it at http://bentley.
umich.edu/exhibits/civil_war/.  Matt used photographs, 
manuscripts, memoirs, drawings, posters, newspapers, and 
broadsides from the collections of  the Bentley Historical 
Library and the Library of  Congress to tell the story of  
Michigan’s involvement in this deadly conflict.  The exhibit 
follows the course of  the struggle and explores topics such 
as slavery, recruitment, soldier training, camp life, family loss, 
and the war’s legacy.

Visit to China:
For the past twelve years, the Bentley Historical Library 
has had an ongoing exchange with the State Archives 
Administration of  China.  This October a delegation 
including Laura Patterson and Gary Krenz, members of  
the Bentley Historical Library’s executive committee; Janet 
Weiss from the Provost’s office; Michael Bullington from 
the McDonald’s Corporation, who entertained the last group 
of  visiting Chinese archivists during their time in Chicago; 
and Bentley Library staff  members Francis Blouin, Nancy 
Bartlett, and Nancy Deromedi will be heading to Beijing, 
Chengdu, and Shanghai.

The program will feature an all-day symposium at Renmin 
University, the principal university in Beijing for information 
technology.  It will focus on current challenges in digital 
archives.  Fran Blouin and Nancy Bartlett will give an 
overview of  the Bentley Library’s work with digital records.  
Nancy Deromedi will give a more detailed presentation on 
digital preservation and web archiving.  Laura Patterson, 
Chief  Information Officer at the University of  Michigan, 
will present the challenges of  Next Gen Michigan.  Mike 
Bullington of  the McDonald’s Corporation will address these 
issues from a corporate perspective.  Four Chinese archivists 
will present as well.  This is a great opportunity for the 
library to share our ongoing work with the Chinese.  It is an 
important step in ensuring the future of  the exchange.

Friends’ Meeting Focuses on Ann Arbor’s 
Modernist Architecture:
The annual meeting of  the Friends of  the Bentley Library 
was held on Sunday afternoon, October 9, at 3:30 p.m.  
All were invited.  The program was entitled “Growing up 
Modern.”  A panel discussed what it was like to live in some 
of  the many modernist-style houses that were built in Ann 
Arbor in the 1950’s and 60’s.  It featured Peter Osler, whose 
father David designed so many important houses in Ann 
Arbor.  Other architects included in the discussion were 
Robert Metcalf, Gunnar Birkerts, Albert Kahn, William 
Muschenheim, and others.  After the program, the audience 
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was invited to the reading room to view examples from the 
collections of  drawings from the period.  Special thanks to 
Nancy Bartlett, Nancy Deromedi, and Diane Hatfield for 
their work in organizing the program.

Submitted by Marilyn M. McNitt

Clarke Historical Library
Central Michigan University
250 Preston St.
Mount Pleasant, MI  48859
(989) 774-3352
Email:  clarke@cmich.edu
Web:  http://clarke.cmich.edu/
Hours:  Monday through Friday 8:00-5:00, Saturday 9:00-1:00

Beginning in spring 2010, Jay Martin, Director and Curator 
of  CMU’s Natural History Museum and Museum Studies 
Program, sent Museum Studies students who had expressed 
an interest in learning more and working with archives to 
work as interns for Marian Matyn, with the condition that 
they process lumber collections. His research interest is 
marine shipping and how lumber was shipped.  Part of  the 
reasoning behind this collaborative venture was to help the 
students determine whether or not they wanted to become 
archivists or curators, and to provide them with experience 
that would increase their chances of  finding a job following 
commencement. 

Since the Clarke has several large lumber collections that 
have accumulated dust and never been processed, or well 
processed, this collaborative venture is working out nicely for 
everyone. The students gained hands-on experience working 
with paper and photographic collections that are interesting 
and diverse, as well as an understanding of  archival theory 
and practice. The Clarke in turn gets large, messy collections 
processed; Jay learns about shipping records long buried in 
these collections; Marian can concentrate on more advanced 
concerns; and everyone is happy as a result. Two students 
started the process by volunteering in spring term, January-
May, and three students have worked as interns since May. 
In total, they have processed approximately 90 boxes, or 
30 cubic feet, of  paper and photographic materials in the 
Jonathan Boyce lumber and family papers collection (1850s 
to 1947, and undated), which is not bad for beginners. While 
many volumes remain to be processed, they are at least 
roughly inventoried. Each student created their own finding 
aid. Because of  time constraints, each box is organized as a 
separate box. In other words, each box may contain some 
correspondence or bills or vessel records as other boxes do. 
We hope that interns will process the volumes in the fall. 
Several lumber collections remain to be processed, including 
Bliss Lumber Company, Boughey Lumber Company, and 

Carp Lake Lumber Company.  Many records are in their 
originals boxes and have numerous volumes as well.  

The processed collection gives researchers and staff  the first 
real understanding of  Boyce -- his family relations; business 
connections and actions; lumber and land holdings; saw mill, 
lumber, shipping, and other businesses; lumber camps, farms, 
and property in England; and his estate. Jonathan Boyce 
(1827?-1902) was a smart business man and a major lumber 
baron who became rich. He owned land in several counties 
in Michigan, mostly in Roscommon County, and a number 
of  ships on which he shipped his lumber.  Most of  the ships 
were named for family members, including the Isabella J. 
Boyce, the Jessie J. Boyce, the Geo. J. Boyce, and the Levi(a) Grant. 
In Grand Rapids, Boyce owned a fancy home and was a 
landlord of  poorer buildings.  His businesses included selling 
rough and dressed lumber, salt, and other materials related 
to his trade. He owned lumber yards and mills in Muskegon, 
Bay City, and Essexville, Michigan, and in Michigan City, 
Indiana, and operated a number of  lumber camps, mostly in 
Roscommon County.  Originally from Tivetshall, St. Mary’s, 
Norfolk County, England, Boyce returned there late in life 
and died there in 1902, after taking control of  a substantial 
local Norfolk “plantation” called the Grove Farm, valued at 
two thousand British pounds. After he died, Boyce’s body 
was shipped home to the U.S. where it was buried following 
Masonic rituals in Woodlawn Cemetery, Grand Rapids. Boyce 
was a contentious man who was involved in a number of  
lawsuits. He often bought land lost to taxes, but declined 
to pay property taxes on time and in full. Jonathan had two 
wives, Ann and Isabella J.  His children with Ann were Ester, 
Cecelia, and Edward J. He and Isabella J. had four children:  
Archibald, George, Jessie L., and Isabella J. (sometimes called 
“junior”).  Many of  the children fought over his money after 
he died.  An encoded finding aid is forthcoming.

Beginning in January 2012, Marian Matyn will be teaching an 
Archives Management Class offered at the 590 level through 
the History Department. Decades ago, such a class existed 
but has since been dormant. The class will be limited to 25 
students who have passed a Museum Studies class at CMU, 
and will be held during the evening, one night a week in the 
Clarke Library.  Topics covered will include those related 
to archives administration, such as archival theory, records 
management, planning and moving an archives, electronic 
records, and disaster prevention and recovery, among others. 
An important part of  the class will be hands-on processing 
of  an archival lumber collection.  This is a collaborative 
arrangement between Marian Matyn and Jay Martin, in 
order to strengthen the Public History Program at CMU. 
We hope that more students graduating from the program 
will have passed the archives and museum studies classes 
and experienced hands-on processing. The overarching goal 
of  the class is that the class experience will help students 
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Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library and Museum
National Archives and Records 
Administration
1000 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI  48109
(734) 205-0555
Fax: (734) 205-0571
Email:  ford.library@nara.gov
Web: http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/
Hours:  Monday through Friday 8:45-4:45, closed Federal 
holidays

Declassification
Much of  the Library’s archival processing effort in 
recent years has been devoted to systematic review and 
declassification of  our national security and foreign affairs 
collections.  Several years ago, a Remote Archive Capture 
(RAC) project team visited the Library and digitized the most 
sensitive classified holdings from our various collections.  
Department and agency declassification staff  have been 
examining these digitized files in Washington and providing 
our staff  with feedback on what we can release.  In addition, 
most agencies provide guidelines to our staff  that allow us to 
declassify many items without referring them to Washington.  
For items that cannot be declassified through either RAC or 
guidelines, we create withdrawal sheets so that researchers 
can initiate a Mandatory Review request to try to get the 
document released.

Several recently completed National Security Adviser 
collections contain materials used to brief  President Gerald 
Ford (or former President Richard Nixon) on foreign affairs/
national security developments, including the following:

determine their career paths and improve their qualifications 
for job hunting.  The History Department has been very 
supportive of  these ideas and of  Marian Matyn’s initiatives. 
It plans to add an oral history class within the year to round 
out the Public History Program and to provide students with 
excellent hands-on experience in creating and gathering oral 
histories that will be added to the collections at Clarke Library 
or to those of  the Museum.

If  you have any questions, please contact Marian Matyn at 
marian.matyn@cmich.edu. And don’t forget to check out 
Marian’s blog, which discusses these topics and more at 
http://archivistrising.blogspot.com/.

Submitted by Marian Matyn

◊ Presidential Daily Briefings (7.6 feet)
◊ Noon and Evening Reports (4.2 feet)
◊ Evening Reports from the NSC Staff (1.2 feet)
◊ Former President Nixon’s Intelligence Briefings (0.8 feet)

Another group of  recently opened collections is the Trip 
Briefing Books and Cables concerning the foreign affairs trips of  
President Ford (8.8 feet), Secretary of  State Henry Kissinger 
(18.4 feet), and National Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft 
(2.5 feet).  In addition to briefing books for meetings, 
these collections contain cable traffic exchanged with the 
White House while they were on the road (often covering 
developments in other parts of  the world).  Also included 
are Henry Kissinger’s detailed reports to the President on his 
discussions with foreign leaders.
Since the completion of  the collections cited above, our 
declassification staff  has finished the collection NSC East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs Staff  Files (17 feet), started the 
review of  the Kissinger-Scowcroft West Wing Office Files, and 
opened several additional boxes of  documents released 
through the RAC process from collections that are otherwise 
unprocessed.

A Michigan Resource
The Library has opened a small collection of  Frederica Pantlind 
Papers, including eighteen letters (1933-1937) from young 
Gerald Ford, a Grand Rapids friend and neighbor. Also 
included are Pantlind’s newspaper clippings on University 
of  Michigan football and on Gamma Delta Tau high school 
sorority, invitations to social events, and date books.  The 
letters reveal much about Gerald Ford’s life as a college 
student and athlete and, to a lesser extent, his work as an 
assistant coach at Yale University.  Other materials concern 
Ms. Pantlind’s social life in Grand Rapids and visits to Ann 
Arbor.  Included are occasional items mentioning Ford’s 
future wife Betty Bloomer, a high school acquaintance of  
Pantlind.

Digitization
Financial support from the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Foundation and hard work by their contractor Rebecca 
McNitt made possible the completion of  a long-term 
project to digitize the contact sheets for all photographs 
taken by the White House photographers.  These 12,659 
contact sheets are now available through the finding aid 
to the White House Photographic Office Photographs at http://
www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/Finding%20
Aids/AV/WH_Photo_Office_Photos.asp  Database reports 
describing in detail the photographs taken on each day of  
the Ford administration are complete for the period August 
9, 1974, to April 30, 1975, and can be viewed at http://www.
fordlibrarymuseum.gov/whphotos/whpo.asp
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Staff  News
Archives Technician Christian Goos recently completed a 
master’s degree in history at Eastern Michigan University.  In 
August he transferred to the George W. Bush Presidential 
Library in Dallas, Texas, with a promotion to Archivist.  We 
will all miss him very much!

Submitted by Bill McNitt

Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Ave.
Detroit, MI  48202
Email:  reutherreference@wayne.edu
Website: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib
Hours:  Monday and Tuesday 11:00-6:45, Wednesday through 
Friday 9:00-4:45, closed Saturday and Sunday

The American Federation of  Teachers (AFT) embraced the 
thrust of  the “A Nation At Risk” report when it was released 
in 1983, declaring that the American education system needed 
to be fixed. Almost immediately the AFT became a leader in 
developing new education reform initiatives throughout the 
country. The Antecedents to Education Reform Historical 
Collection website is a joint project between the Walter P. 
Reuther Library and the Wayne State University Library 
System, with the intention to assist in the debate of  American 
education reform. The website hosts primary resources from 
AFT historical collections that document various educational 
reform initiatives on which the AFT and school boards have 
collaborated, spanning from a time prior to the release of  “A 
Nation at Risk” to the present. Additional documents will 
periodically be added to the website, which can be accessed at 
http://dlxs.lib.wayne.edu/aft/ (website illustration below):

Reuther collections have recently supported two publications. 
Audiovisual archivist Mary Wallace used the Reuther’s AV 
holdings to support Historic Photos of  Detroit in the 50s, 60s, and 
70s, which documents through photographs what a Metro 
Detroiter would have experienced in that time period.  The 
book offers an inside look at the ups and downs of  one 
of  the most interesting and relevant cities of  the twentieth 
century, from commonplace occurrences like bad traffic 
and bad weather, to historic events like a visit from John F. 
Kennedy and a baseball world championship.
In addition, during the sixtieth-anniversary celebrations of  
the Society of  Women Engineers (SWE), an interdisciplinary 
group of  scholars combed the Society’s archival collections at 
the Reuther. Coming from various backgrounds, the scholars 
brought a critical eye to the materials, teasing out many of  the 
stories and insights hidden between the lines and providing 
a deeper understanding of  the status of  women engineers, 
past and present. This fall their papers were published in the 
peer-reviewed sixtieth-anniversary edition of  the Journal of  
the Society of  Women Engineers.  In July some of  the scholars 
presented their papers at the International Conference of  
Women Engineers and Scientists in Adelaide, Australia. In 
September SWE archivist Troy Eller gave a presentation, 
along with others, during a panel on “The Impact of  New 
Archival Projects: U.S. Archives for Women in Science and 
Engineering in the Late 20th and Early 21st Centuries.” 
The panel took place during an international symposium 
in Paris entitled “Women and Gender Studies – Where 
Do We Stand?,” which was hosted by the commission on 
“Women in Science, Technology, and Medicine,” a part of  the 
International Union of  History and Philosophy of  Science.

The Reuther has opened several important collections, 
including the Emma Schaver Papers. Schaver, a well-known 
Jewish opera and folk singer and a Labor Zionist, sang 
to Holocaust survivors as a member of  the first Jewish 
delegation to Displaced Persons camps after World War II. 
She toured the Americas and Europe with opera companies 
and as a soloist, and promoted Jewish culture in the 
United States. She and her husband were known for their 
philanthropic work in the local Detroit Jewish community 
and in Israel. The Schaver Papers contain correspondence 
with family, friends, and Zionist and Israeli leaders covering 
her music career, philanthropic efforts, and Zionist activities. 
Highlights of  the collection include records from her 
experiences in the Displaced Persons camps and materials 
documenting her music career, including scrapbooks, concert 
posters and programs, photographs, and sound recordings. 

Three new collections related to national activism and Detroit 
urban affairs include the Citizen Action Records, John Musial 
Papers, and part three of  the Southeast Michigan Council 
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of  Governments Records (SEMCOG). Citizen Action was 
founded in 1979 as a coalition of  state and national liberal 
consumer and activist groups. The collection documents the 
organization’s efforts to educate the public on issues such 
as health care, energy, environmental concerns, and auto 
insurance, as well as its work on local, state, and national 
elections. John Musial served as the research director for 
the Detroit Commission on Community Relations in 1963. 
His papers consist of  reports and other published materials 
created by or in regard to the development of  the city of  
Detroit in the 1960s and 1970s, particularly in regard to 
housing, population, income, and community projects. Part 
III of  the SEMCOG Records represents the organization’s 
work in environment, transportation, and urban planning. 
They also document the activities of  executive directors and 
the Executive and Advisory Council from 1968 through 2003. 
The records of  the Metropolitan Affairs Coalition (MAC), 
a private-sector sister organization to SEMCOG, are also 
included.

Reuther archivists continue to highlight collections and 
research topics in featured articles on the Library’s website. 
A highly popular post by audiovisual archivist Elizabeth 
Clemens recounts the 1967 civil unrest in Detroit (i.e. the 
Detroit Riots) and points researchers to collections for 
further research (http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/node/8036). 
Clemens also created an extensive gallery of  haunting images 
from the unrest (http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/image/
tid/1225). This and other featured articles can be accessed 
from the Reuther’s blog archive (http://www.reuther.wayne.
edu/blogarchive).

Submitted by Troy Eller

William L. Clements Library
The University of  Michigan
909 South University Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI  48109-1190
(734) 764-2347
Fax: (734) 647-0716
Email: clements-reference@umich.edu 
Website: http://www.clements.umich.edu
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/clements.library/
Hours: Labor Day to Memorial Day: Monday through 
Wednesday and Friday 9:00-5:00, Thursday 9:00-8:00.  
Summer hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00-6:00, Friday 
9:00-12:00
NHPRC Processing Grant
The National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission (NHPRC) awarded the Clements Library with 
a Basic Processing grant to hire a project archivist, who will 
process over 1600 manuscript collections and photograph 
albums.  Megan Hixon, a University of  Michigan School of  
Information graduate (2011), has been hired for the position.  
She will utilize newly revised processing procedures and a 
streamlined workflow to create EAD and MARC records 
for the papers and albums.  These revised processes apply a 
“more product, less process” approach to cataloging small 
and moderately sized collections.

The materials to be cataloged date from the 17th to the 
20th century and comprise nearly the entire manuscripts 
division backlog.  This broad selection of  collections will 
serve researchers with an interest in gender studies, race 
and ethnicity, education, law, politics, social reform, military 
history, public policy, religion, health and medicine, travel, 
business and commerce, naval and maritime history, theater 
and the arts, handwriting and grammar, and other topics.  The 
William L. Clements Library would like to thank the NHPRC 
for their financial assistance, which will help bring to light 
an abundance of  previously unused and “hidden” primary 
sources related to early American history.

Online Exhibits:  Native American History and the 
Barbary Wars
Manuscripts Division staff  have produced two new online 
exhibits that call attention to the Clements Library’s strength 
in Native American History and less frequently publicized 
resources on the Barbary Wars.  Native American History at 
the Clements Library highlights the great range and depth of  
the Library’s collections related to Native American history.  
Books, maps, manuscripts, prints, and photographs illustrate 
different types of  cultural encounters over the course of  
American history.  The exhibit features printed accounts of  
early encounters between indigenous peoples and European 
explorers, manuscripts and maps that record a long history 
of  warfare and diplomacy, wampum and trade silver, peace 

Save the Date!
April 17-22, 2012

MAA Annual Business Meeting
during the 

Midwest Archives Conference 
in Grand Rapids
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medals, portraits of  native leaders, and photographs of  
Indian schools.  

The Barbary Wars at the Clements Library exhibit features 
manuscripts, books, maps, and engravings that document 
the United States’ first interactions with the Arab world 
and the early days of  the United States Navy.  The heart 
of  this material comes from three spectacular manuscript 
collections: the Tobias Lear Papers, the John Rodgers Papers, 
and the Isaac Chauncey Papers.  Together, these collections 
document the highest level of  naval and diplomatic decision-
making during and after the wars.  The exhibit includes 
items from additional manuscript collections that contain 
discussions of  and references to early American activities 
in the Mediterranean.  The Clements’ collection of  19th-
century Barbary captivity narratives – books that informed 
and inflamed the American public on the home front – is also 
showcased.  We hope that the exhibit will draw attention to 
an often-neglected episode in American history and inspire 
researchers to pursue new discoveries at the Clements Library.
Online Exhibits URL: http://www.clements.umich.edu/
exhibits-online.php  

Submitted by Cheney Schopieray

SAA Conference Report
Continued from page 7
of  Michigan alumna Kate Theimer of  the archives blog 
ArchivesNext (http://archivesnext.org/).  Using her blog, 
Twitter, and Facebook as platforms, she launched a small, 
spontaneous scholarship campaign.  Generous donations 
poured in from archivists across the country moved to help 
their colleagues, and 26 archivists were able to attend the SAA 
meeting.  More about the scholarship can be found in this, 
http://www.archivesnext.com/?p=2218, and other entries 
at ArchivesNext.  Additional funds were raised by Portland 
archivist Terry Baxter (blogging as Beaver Archivist, https://
terryx.wordpress.com/2011/09/14/why-i-love-archivists-
and-a-couple-ballers/), through a humor-injected challenge 
campaign.  These funds went to support SAA’s Mosaic 
Scholarship (http://www2.archivists.org/governance/
handbook/section12-mosaic), which aids minority students 
in pursuing graduate education in archival studies.  Efforts 
by these highly motivated individuals are wonderful, but they 
also point out the continued need for us as a profession to 
do more to help our future and up-and-coming peers and to 
foster diversity among our ranks.

Chicago proved the perfect venue, being the beautiful, 
bustling, and historic city that it is, and the weather 
cooperated as well.  Whether going on a local repository tour 
(something that, unfortunately, I did not get to do this time!), 
sightseeing on one’s own (I did take a guided river cruise 

Have you read an 
interesting book that 
relates to archives, 
history, or your work?  
How about sharing a 
brief write-up for “New 
Book Alert” in the next 
Open Entry newsletter?
Email your co-editors: rbizonet@gmail.com 
or bdewolfe@umich.edu

on Chicago’s architectural history—something I’d definitely 
recommend for anyone touring the town), sampling the 
offerings of  its many fine eateries, visiting a museum (the 
Art Institute lured me back in, as it always seems to do), or 
just strolling through the city admiring its architecture and 
vibrancy, Chicago was truly a delight.

Writing this summary caused me to reflect not only on the 
state of  our profession, but to compare SAA with MAA.  
What are some things that MAA could do better?  What 
are things we could try to implement?  What are the things 
we get right?  Though we are a much smaller organization, 
and thus not everything our larger sister organizations do 
can really scale down, there are certainly ‘takeaways’ to be 
had.  It is apparent that a professional archival association 
of  any size must address changing technologies and how we 
can best implement them in our work, communication both 
to its members and to the society it serves, listening—really 
listening—to our members, and providing value for them.  I 
hope that this short summary is helpful at least in providing 
links to more resources and in starting or continuing some 
thinking and conversations about topics important to us 
all.  If  you have thoughts about recent meetings you’ve 
participated in that you think could be beneficial to your 
fellow MAA’ers, I hope that you will share them in this 
newsletter, on the MAA blog, the MAA listserv, or just in 
conversation with your colleagues.  The real strength of  
any organization is in the talents, ideas, cooperation, and 
participation of  its members.
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Farewell to Our Friend and Colleague, 
Tom Featherstone
Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University
By Mary Wallace, Audiovisual Archivist
Email: ac7689@wayne.edu

The staff  of  the Reuther Library is mourning the loss of  a dear 
friend and colleague, Tom Featherstone. Tom died unexpectedly on 
September 15. His passing leaves a tremendous void at the Reuther 
Library, and in the archival world as a whole.

Tom joined the Reuther Library audiovisual staff  in 1979. Having 
earned a B.A. in History from the University of  New Mexico and 
a M.A. in History from Wayne State University, Tom specialized 
in Archival Administration, specifically in audiovisual preservation 
and conservation. He provided advice and assistance to literally 
thousands of  researchers both nationally and internationally during 
his thirty-two year tenure. In addition, Tom presented to outside 
groups on a variety of  topics, including film and photo preservation, 
exhibit curatorship, and labor history. He authored several books, 
numerous articles, and curated a large number of  successful Reuther 
exhibits. In 2000, Tom received the President’s Exceptional Service 
Award for serving on the Jerome Cavanagh exhibit team. 

Tom’s friends and colleagues knew him for more than his 
professional achievements. He was an excellent photographer and 
avid vintage camera collector. Tom was also a collector of  historic 
format photography; his own personal collection consisted of  
many kinds of  images, from tintypes and stereo views to his biggest 
passion, daguerreotypes. Tom loved to go to antique stores to search 
for rare daguerreotypes to add to his collection. When he did find 
that rare image, he always brought it to work to share with the staff.

Many researchers revered him for his knowledge of  the Reuther’s collections and for his expertise in history, especially 
labor history. Professor Beth Bates said of  Tom’s passing, “He was the fountainhead of  what seemed like a millennium of  
knowledge stored in his head. It is hard to imagine the Reuther without Tom.” Writer and scholar Paul Lee wrote, “While 
Tom’s passing is a deep personal loss for all of  us, … I’m crying even more for the generations of  archivists, scholars and, 
most of  all, students who will never be blessed to know and learn from him. He is simply irreplaceable.”

For those of  us who worked with him every day, Tom’s infinite intelligence, clever sense of  humor, and sweet, quiet 
demeanor is what we will miss the most about him. Even though the spaces that Tom used to occupy seem so empty 
now, his presence will forever be felt in the Reuther Library. The lasting impression he has left us with is evident in every 
careful photographic description he wrote, in the numerous complimentary books given to the Reuther by the grateful 
authors he helped, and in the memories of  those of  us who knew him. Tom Featherstone truly is irreplaceable.

Tom Featherstone, 1950 - 2011
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Civil War Collections
Compiled by Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe, Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com, bdewolfe@umich.edu 
Editors’ note: Please share news of  your Civil War collections!   If  your repository has Civil War collections or materials, please let us 
know.  We will compile the list and publish it in a future issue.  

◊ Civil War Collections at the Burton 
Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library
By Mark Bowden, Coordinator for Special 
Collections
Email: www.detroitpubliclibrary.org
Website: http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/burton/
burton_index.htm 

The following link provides access to an overview of  Civil 
War era materials in the Burton Historical Collection:
 
http://www.detroitpubliclibrary.org/burton/graphics/
civil%20war%20handout.pdf

For more information, please contact Mark Bowden, 
Coordinator for Special Collections.

◊ Civil War Collections at the Holland Museum, Holland, Mich.
By Catherine Jung, Archivist
Email:  cjung@hollandmuseum.org
Website:  http://www.hollandmuseum.org/

•	 T88-0003.  Anonymous
 Diary, 1865.  1 item.
Diary of  an unknown Civil War soldier, a relative of  Verdine Gillette. Kept during training camp.  

•	 T89-1011.  Civil War Letters Collection, 1857-1905.  0.25 linear ft.
Contains Civil War letters: Garrit H. Slotman, writing from Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to his family; to Henrijtn Seryft written 
from Chattanooga, Tennessee, from Dirk Keppel (1846-1862?), Beau Fort [Beaufort], South Carolina; to his father, Heinrik 
Keppel, from Herbert Keppel (b.1845); to his father Heinrik, from Arie Van Bree, an early settler of  Zeeland, Michigan, and 
one of  their first Justices of  the Peace; from Gerritt Van Bree to his father Arie from a variety of  Civil War encampments 
including Washington D.C.  Most of  the letters are written in Dutch and include English translations. 

•	 T88-0051.  De Vries, Enleke Papers, 1864.  1 item.
The discharge certificate of  De Vries from military service in the Civil War for reason of  disability, dated 25 April 1864. 

•	 T89-1017.1.  Harvey, Francis Marion Papers, 1862-1865.  1 folder.
Civil War diary of  Francis Marion Harvey, 12 February 1862 to 28 January 1865. 

Above: John W. 
Beatty, handwritten 
on front: “John W. 
Beatty, 7th Tenn. Cav.” 
Handwritten on back: 
“Ex Sergt. Co. B.” 
File ID: CW3MC058

Above: Gilbert J. 
Hudson, handwritten 
on front: “G.J. Hudson, 
Maj. 3rd Mich. Cav.”  
File ID: CW3MC035

Below: F.C. Adamson, 
handwritten on front: 
“Yours Etc., F.C. 
Adamson.” Printed on 
back: “Nichols & Bro.’s, 
photographic gallery, No. 
60 North Fourth St., St. 
Louis, Mo.” File ID: 
CW3MC018

Photographs from the Civil War 3rd Michigan Cavalry picture album, 
Burton Historical Collection.
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•	 T89-1017.2.  Harvey, Charles Carroll (1839-1864) Papers, 1863-1864.  1 folder.
Served in Civil War in Company C of  the 1st Infantry (4 April 1861, for three months and reenlisted in May 1861);  captured 
on 21 July 1861 at Bull Run and kept in Libby Prison; reenlisted on 23 December 1863 in Company S of  the 8th Infantry and 
was killed in Petersburg, Virginia, on 22 June 1864.  The collection contains several entries from a diary kept in 1864 while 
Charles C. Harvey served in the Union Army.  Also three letters to his mother (1863-1864) and one to his father (n.d.). 

•	 T89-1055.  Heeringa, Jacob Diary, 1863-1864.  1 item.
Photocopy of  Heeringa’s Civil War diary which describes conditions in Company A of  the 3rd Michigan Cavalry. 

•	 T88-0111.  Loomis family Papers, 1863-1961.  1 folder.
Materials relating to the Loomis family including the typescript of  a letter written 26 December 1863 by A. C. Loomis to his 
brother, and seven photographs of  various individuals. 

•	 T88-0125.  Miedema, Derk  (b.1825) Papers, 1853-1893.  1 folder.
Holland, Michigan, resident and soldier in the Civil War.  Bills and receipts, tax receipts; several receipts signed by D.B.K. Van 
Raalte; medical description of  Derk Miedema issued to him as a private in the Civil War, 26 April 1862. (Dutch/English) 

•	 T88-0138.  Nies, John (1836 1920) Papers, 1861-1864.  0.50 linear ft.
Holland businessman. The discharge certificate of  Nies from military service during the Civil War, dated 2 October 1864. A 
brief  biography of  Nies; photocopies of  Civil War letters and translations of  these letters.  Genealogical materials, Civil War 
letters and translations, Saugutuck-Holland interurban photograph, and a history of  the family written by R. E. Nies.

•	 T88-0143.  Ogden, Nelson W.  (b. 1844) Papers, 1864-1899.  1 folder.
Served as a drummer in the Civil War.  Letters written to his sister during his term of  military service in the 25th Michigan 
Infantry and receipts from Chancey Ogden [2002 transcriptions by Tim Kolean included].  Also includes membership 
certificate for the Grand Army of  the Republic.  

•	 T88-0151.  Pfanstiehl Family Papers, 1851-1976.  1 folder.
Citizenship paper with photocopy of  Pieter F. Pfanstiehl, Dutch copybook belonging to his wife Cornelia D., and “Letters 
to My Grandchildren Cody and Alfred” by Albertus Augustus Pfanstiehl.  Letters include genealogical material, early history 
of  Holland Colony, accounts of  Civil War and World War I.  Newspaper article “Research Reveals Pfanstiehl Aid to 1847 
Colony,” 1976.  

•	 T88-0183.  Steketee, Jan Papers, 1863.  2 items.
Civil War soldier.  The collection includes a letter written 31 December 1863 to Steketee’s brother-in-law (Gerrit de Jongh) and 
sister. (Dutch/English) 

•	 T89-1070.  Van Apeldoorn, Wulf  (1844 1863) Papers, 1862-1863.  1 folder.
Civil War soldier from Holland.  Seven letters and a photograph.  Van Apeldoorn enlisted on 14 August and mustered on 23 
September 1862 and died of  disease at Knoxville, Tennessee, on 2 November 1863.  Was involved at Tebb’s Bend on 4 July 
1863 with other soldiers from Holland Michigan.  Photocopy of  a pamphlet “The Legacy of  Wulf  Van Apeldoorn and the 
Battle of  Tebbs Bend at Green River.”  Also includes photocopies of  his enlistment paper, muster roll, and casualty sheet.

•	 T91-1187.  Van Dijk (Dyk) Family Papers, 1862-1980.  0.25 linear ft.
Gerrit Jan Van Dijk, his wife Elizabeth Pasma, and their seven children immigrated to North Holland, Michigan, in 1847.  
Gerrit Van Dijk became a naturalized citizen of  the United States in 1856.  Contains a book recounting their family history 
written by Irene Reidsma, a photograph of  the Veneklasen brick style family farm, and several letters (translated from the 
Dutch) including those from Broer Van Dyk while he was a soldier serving in the Civil War (1862-1865).  Nearly all the letters 
are photocopies.

•	 T88-0220.  Van Dyk, Broer Papers, 1861-1865.  1 folder.
Union soldier in Civil War.  Copies of  letters written to his family and a New Testament Bible.  

•	 T88-0222.  Van Eyck, William O. (1869-1934) Papers, 1831-1930.  0.50 linear ft.
Son of  early immigrant to Groningen, Hendrik Van Eyck; lawyer by profession; Holland city clerk (1897-1909), first ward 
alderman (1909-1911), Ottawa County superintendent of  the poor (1911-1916), postmaster of  Holland (1916-1924), and 
Ottawa County supervisor (1932-1934); co-interviewed many early pioneers with Gerrit Van Schelven from 1898-1938; 
frequent contributor to the Holland City News with local history topics such as: relations between the Ottawa (Odawa) 
Indians and Dutch immigrants; sheriffship in Ottawa County; early shipping, local shipwrecks and harbor development, and 
the first brick home.  Other materials include transcriptions of  Zeeland and Holland area church minutes; a naturalization list 
of  Dutch immigrants in Holland who became American citizens, 1852-1859; published accounts and newspaper clippings of  
the burning of  the ship Phoenix, along with personal reminiscences of  some survivors; notes on civic life, Holland pioneers, 
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school system; data on Michigan units and men that fought in the Civil War; and a story about George N. Smith, a pioneer 
missionary.  Publications include: “The Story of  the Propeller Phoenix,” The Wisconsin Magazine of  History, 1924; and The Union 
of  1850, 1950.

•	 T88-0227.  Van Lente, Hein, Papers, 1863-1864.  1 folder.
Letter 24 March 1863 from Peter Elln regarding personal matters.  Four letters from his brother, Johannes Van Lente during 
the Civil War, 1863.  Letter 22 December 1863, from C. Van Dam, and a letter 18 April 1864 from Jan Steketee and T.H. te 
Slegte (Van Lente’s brothers-in-law). Original Dutch letters have been translated into English. 

•	 T88-0228.  Van Loo, Cornelius, Papers, 1907-1958.  1 folder.
Civil War veteran and Zeeland pioneer.  Biographical information, soldier’s hymn book, address entitled “Causes of  the 
Success of  the Settlement in These Regions,” and history of  Zeeland, Michigan. (Dutch/English) 

•	 T88-0231.  Van Raalte, Benjamin (1840-1917) Papers. 1862-1881. 0.25 linear ft.
Immigrant son of  Holland founder Albertus Christiaan Van Raalte; sergeant during the Civil War with Company I, 25th 
Regiment, Michigan Infantry; commander of  the A.C. Van Raalte Post of  the local Grand Army of  the Republic (GAR). 
Sixty three letters to his parents, Dr. and Mrs. Albertus C. Van Raalte, and family while serving in the 25th Michigan 
Infantry regiment during the Civil War; letters from his father and sister Christine (English translation by Clarence Jalving); 
correspondence concerning his farm implements business and Grand Army of  the Republic (GAR); Roster pages; a marriage 
certificate of  Benjamin Van Raalte and Julia G. Gilmore; and a mortgage form from Benjamin Van Raalte to Remil Komig.  

•	 T88-0234.  Van Schelven, Gerrit (1843-1927) Papers, 1836-1958.  6.50 linear ft.
Personal papers of  Gerrit Van Schelven, printer, businessman, editor of  the Holland City News and De Hope newspapers, 
local historian, and corresponding secretary of  the Semi-Centennial celebration of  Holland, Michigan, in 1897.  Collection 
includes Civil War correspondence and essays on early local history, as well as Dutch immigration and photographs of  statuary 
executed by Leonard Crunelle (sculpture of  the original A.C. Van Raalte monument statue). 

•	 T88-0250.  Verplanke, Joos. (b. 1844) Papers, 1921.  1 item.
Immigrant from the Netherlands in 1849.  Account of  his life from his arrival in America in 1849 and trip to Holland, 
Michigan, to the time of  his enlistment in the Civil War. 5 pages. Written at Spring Lake, Michigan, during the winter of  1921. 

•	 T88-0260.  Weener, Walter Papers, 1861-1862.  1 folder.
Union soldier in the Civil War. Contains six letters, written from camps in Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee between July 
1861 (probably 1862), to December 1862.  Also includes a copy of  a certificate given to him at the time of  his discharge to 
enable him to receive pay. (Dutch/English)  

•	 T90-1094.  Holland Soldiers’ Union Records, 1877.  2 items.
The Union was organized so that men who fought in the Civil War could meet socially with other soldiers after the war.  
Contains the constitution and by-laws of  the Holland Soldiers’ Union, with minutes of  two 1877 meetings written on the 
reverse side, and a notice for a meeting. 

•	 T88-0328.  Twenty Fifth Michigan Infantry, Collection, 1862-1915.  0.25 linear ft.
Mustered and left for the field in 1862; Company I was enlisted largely from Holland and the immediate vicinity.  Contains 
printed narratives on the infantry’s history during the Civil War, a copy of  the muster roll and payroll of  Company I, and 
copies of  the regimental orders of  the 25th Michigan Infantry.  See also the Van Schelven papers, T88-0234.
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Host city for MAC’s 
40th anniversary

and the
2012

Midwest Archives Conference
Annual Meeting

Grand Rapids, Michigan
April 17-22, 2012

Lodging and meetings
at the 

Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

Reception and the
40th anniversary celebration

at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Museum

Editors’ Note
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe
Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com, bdewolfe@umich.edu 

Greetings,

Once again, the editors thank all of  you who have contributed to this issue of  Open Entry.  We appreciate the time it took to 
send us your articles and news about your repositories and the Michigan archival world in general.  

We are faced with a rapidly changing world of  print culture.  Newspapers are on the way out, along with printed books and 
journals, and the speed of  the change is overwhelming at times.  Some of  the considerations are cost, overuse of  wood pulp 
paper, convenience, and modern electronic trends.  These significant issues are a large part of  what we need to consider when 
we vote on continuing our print version of  Open Entry.  But what do you think, personally, about electronic publishing and 
print media?  Do you interact with electronic print in the same way as you do with paper print?  Which one engages your 
attention more, and which one makes the written word easier to comprehend?  Do you simply like one better than the other?  
As we face the decision of  whether or not we want to continue the printed edition of  Open Entry, we invite you to include your 
own personal preferences as one of  your reasons for voting yes or no. 

Meg Hixon’s article brings before us the issue of  experience for archival students and assistance for repositories that need help 
with their collections.  Please consider posting volunteer and work study positions to enable School of  Information students 
and prospective archival students to gain valuable skills and knowledge about archives. 

We are always in debt to Cynthia Miller, our production editor.  Thank you, Cynthia.

Rebecca Bizonet
Barbara DeWolfe 
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c/o Susan Panak, MAA Treasurer
Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library
Spring Arbor University
106 E. Main Street
Spring Arbor, MI 49283

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Mystery Photograph
Submitted by Bob Garrett, Archives of Michigan

According to handwriting on the back of  this 
photographic print, it was “copied from [a] glass 
negative.”  The handwriting also tells us that this glass 
negative was in the possession of  “All Barnes, Traverse 
City.”  That’s quite literally all we know.

If  you look at the photo, you’ll see two “ghost women” 
in the background.  One has her hand on the man’s 
shoulder.  I’m sure that these are not real ghosts, but we 
don’t know why the photo was doctored this way.  That’s 
the mystery.

Do you recognize anyone in this photo or 
have ideas about how it was made?
Do you have a Mystery Photo to share?
Contact the Editors (bdewolfe@umich.edu or 
rbizonet@gmail.com)


