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President’s 
Corner

Well, we are almost through with the long, cold winter.  I hope everyone found something fun and interesting 
to do to get through it.  Rest assured that your MAA Board has not been hibernating.   Geoffrey Reynolds, 
our conference coordinator, and his team have been working hard to arrange and organize this year’s annual 
conference at Beaver Island, Michigan.  The 2011 conference will be unique and will provide a different 
experience that we have not had before.  Far away from the mainland, Beaver Island is going to provide us 
with a lovely setting, and the folks on the island have been very accommodating to our group. There is also 
a great variety of  sessions, so I am sure everyone who attends will learn something new, while having a great 
time. Please see the announcements and descriptions in this issue of  Open Entry for further information. One 
note: while registration materials will be sent out in early spring as usual, you may wish to make your lodging 
reservations as soon as possible.

I would like to report that the 2010 Fall Workshop was a rousing success.  Last October, approximately thirty 
people gathered in Lansing to experience two SAA webinars, which focused on electronic records.  In addition 
to the sessions, everyone enjoyed snacks while networking with fellow members and potential members.  A 
brief  survey of  the participants affirmed that the Fall Workshop should become an annual event.  So with that 
advice heeded, we will begin the planning process very soon for the 2011 fall event.  If  you have comments, 
requests, concerns, or questions please contact me or one of  the other Board members.

Some other business of  interest to pass along is that we recently made a deposit of  Michigan Archival 
Association records to the State Archives.  Did you know that our organization was founded in 1958 and 
that it was once named the Michigan Archivists and Librarians group?  There is good documentation for the 
organization from 1968 to the present, but we would like to find more information about our early history.  In 
addition, we would love to get more photographs!   If  you have any items to share about MAA’s early days, 
please let us know.  For further information, see the Archives Update article (page 8) in this issue or contact our 
archivist, Cheney Schopieray. 

That is about it for this time.  I hope to see all of  you at the conference this June.  Happy Spring!

Whitney Miller with Françoise, our 2011 Beaver Island conference mascot.

Whitney Miller
Email: millerwh@msu.edu
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construction of  the parish’s 
first elementary school 
and at St. Paul he directed 
the construction of  a new 
parish church. Rev. Whalen’s 
reputation as a builder was 
cultivated during his service 
as an Army chaplain in World 
War II.

Rev. Whalen’s military career 
began when he became 
a first lieutenant with the 
Kalamazoo Unit of  the 
United States Army Reserve 
in 1935. In 1940, Rev. 
Whalen was transferred, at 
his own request, to active 
duty with the 125th Infantry 
of  the Michigan National Guard; he was stationed at Fort 
Beauregard, Louisiana. On July 4, 1941, he was promoted 
to the rank of  captain at Fort Livingston, Louisiana, where 
he served as chaplain of  the 107th Medical Regiment of  the 
32nd Infantry Division, known as the Red Arrow Infantry 
Division. Rev. Whalen served as one of  eight chaplains of  
the 32nd Division, which was the first U.S. Division to fight 
an offensive against the Japanese in the Southwest Pacific 
during World War II. The Red Arrow Division fought in six 
major engagements and four campaigns during their 654 
days of  combat, more than any other American division. On 
September 1, 1944, Rev. Whalen was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel and became division chaplain for the 32nd; he was 
Michigan’s highest-ranking chaplain. 

During his service in the Pacific, Rev. Whalen celebrated 
Mass, distributed Communion and heard the confessions 
of  soldiers before battle. Rev. Whalen also conducted burial 
services for soldiers killed in action, providing them with 
a Catholic burial in a blessed grave. He sent notice and 
condolences to the families of  fallen soldiers from California 
to New York and all points in between. Twice rumored 
missing and once rumored killed in action, Rev. Whalen 
served thirty-five months oversees in five major campaigns 

December 8, 2011, will mark the 70th anniversary of  the 
United States’ entry into World War II. With that in mind, 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of  Detroit Archives wishes 
to remember the life of  a priest who was ordained to serve 
in Detroit and spread the Spirit and the Word of  God 
throughout the world.

Rev. Joseph Emmett Whalen was born Alphonse Emmett 
Whalen in Detroit on February 27, 1906, to Walter and 
Marietta (Cook) Whalen. Watching her infant son suffer 
from an unknown illness as a child, Mrs. Whalen put her 
faith in St. Joseph and sought his intercession to heal her 
son. Miraculously, young Whalen recuperated and was 
baptized at Ste. Anne Church on March 17, 1906. Although 
he was given the name Alphonse at birth, his mother called 
him Joseph in honor of  the saint whom she knew saved his 
life; the name stuck. Joseph’s early years were highlighted 
by his Catholic upbringing and education in Detroit. After 
attending Hubbard Elementary School, Joseph enrolled at 
Holy Redeemer Elementary School and High School before 
attending Sacred Heart Seminary for the completion of  his 
high school and college education; he then attended St. Mary 
Seminary in Baltimore. Rev. Joseph Whalen was ordained on 
June 11, 1933, by Bishop Michael James Gallagher at SS. Peter 
& Paul Cathedral, located at John R. and Adelaide in Detroit.

Rev. Whalen celebrated his 
first Mass on June 18, 1933, 
at St. Mary of  Redford Parish 
in Detroit. His assignments 
included serving as an 
assistant at St. Augustine 
Parish in Kalamazoo (1933-
1940), as a U.S. Army 
Chaplain (1940-1946), as 
pastor of  St. Joseph Parish 
in St. Johns (1946-1949), as 
pastor of  Holy Maternity 
Parish in Dowagiac (1949-
1953) and as pastor of  St. 
Paul Parish in Owosso (1953-
1973). At Holy Maternity, 
Rev. Whalen oversaw the 

Rev. Joseph E. Whalen: a Detroiter, a Priest 
and a Hero
By Steve Wejroch
Archdiocese of Detroit Archives
Email: wejroch.steven@aod.org

Newly ordained Rev. Joseph E. 
Whalen, 1933.  Photograph by D. D. 
Spellman, Detroit, Michigan.

Rev. Joseph E. Whalen, serving with 
the U.S. Army, 1940.  Photograph by 
Kohara, Alexandria, Louisiana.
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A chapel in New Guinea built by Rev. 
Joseph E. Whalen during World War II.  
Photograph from the Rev. Joseph Whalen 
collection, Archdiocese of  Detroit Archives.

Rev. Joseph E. Whalen, about 1960.  
Photograph by Graphic Arts Studio, 
Owosso, Michigan.

in Australia, New Guinea, Goodenough Island (Papua 
New Guinea) and Leyte Island (Philippines). He designed 
a combat Mass kit weighing seven and one-quarter pounds, 
which was later adopted for emergency use by all Catholic 
chaplains. Rev. Whalen learned to speak “Pigeon-English,” 
described as a combination of  Spanish, German, French, and 
English, in order to hear the confessions of  and pray with 
the native people of  New Guinea. He built three chapels in 
New Guinea, one on Leyte Island, and six more in Australia. 
Rev. Whalen completed his military service by serving at Fort 
Warren in Cheyenne, Wyoming; he was discharged in April 
1946. He earned seven medals for his service to his country, a 
Presidential Citation for Meritorious Service, a Distinguished 
Unit Citation, the Bronze Star, and a campaign 
ribbon with four battle stars (Buna, Aitape, 
Saidor, and Leyte). 

Upon his return to Michigan, Rev. Whalen 
became active in organizations such as the 
Knights of  Columbus, the Veterans of  Foreign 
Wars, the American Legion (for which he 
served as state chaplain in 1956) and the Red 
Arrow Club of  Detroit; he also served on the 
board of  the American Cancer Society. The 
ACS was especially important to Rev. Whalen, 
who was fighting a new battle against bladder 
cancer. On January 30, 1973, at the age of  
66, Rev. Whalen lost his fight with cancer 

at the University of  Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor. His 
funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Paul Church in Owosso 
on February 5; the main celebrant was the Most Reverend 
Alexander Zaleski, Bishop of  Lansing. He was laid to rest 
in his family’s plot at Mount Olivet Cemetery in Detroit. In 
a final act of  sacrifice and service, Rev. Whalen donated his 
eyes to the Michigan Lions Eye-Bank Program to help the 
fight against blindness. The man who was born in Detroit 
and had traveled throughout the state and the world in service 
to his God and his country had come home.

While Rev. Whalen was not the only Detroiter or chaplain to 
serve his country during World War II, his legacy is recorded 

and preserved in the Archives Office. The 
Rev. Joseph Whalen collection is available 
to researchers at the Archdiocese of  Detroit 
Archives Office. The collection includes 
Rev. Whalen’s personal correspondence, 
scrapbook, and photo album. To make a 
research appointment please contact the 
Archives Office at 313-237-5846.
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An Update: the Historical Society of 
Michigan
By Larry Wagenaar, Director, the Historical Society of Michigan
Email: wagenaar@hsmichigan.org

In 2010, the Historical Society of  Michigan purchased and 
moved into a new office building in Lansing, successfully 
completed its first full year of  operating Michigan History 
magazine, welcomed new faces to the staff, and saw 
record attendance at its three major conferences. And as 
the winter gives way to spring, the Society expects to see 
further progress in each of  its undertakings – publications, 
conferences, awards, and more. 

Staff  Changes
At the end of  December, HSM said farewell to its assistant 
director, Shannon White. Shannon returned to the library 
field, where she had spent her entire career before coming to 
the Society. On January 1, Emily Asbenson was promoted to 
Education and Awards Coordinator, taking over leadership 
of  Michigan History Day, the Centennial Farm Program, 
Milestone and State History Awards, as well as other duties 
related to our education and awards programming. At the 
same time, Izzi Bendall, who was part-time editorial assistant 
for Michigan History, was promoted to full-time. She will work 
with executive director Larry Wagenaar as co-editor of  the 
Chronicle, lead efforts on the new edition of  the Michigan 
History Directory, and be involved in other Society endeavors. 

Publications
Michigan History magazine is in the midst of  a yearlong 
commemoration of  the sesquicentennial of  the Civil War. 
Starting with its January/February edition, each MHM 
issue during 2011 will feature two Civil War-related articles 
– one relating to an individual or group of  individuals and 
one relating to a major theme of  the war. And with the 
bicentennial of  the War of  1812 less than a year away, the 
magazine’s editorial committee is currently brainstorming 
and looking for content related to that conflict as well.  
The Society expects the spring edition of  its membership 
publication, Chronicle, will reach homes by the first week 
of  May. Tentative article topics include McCourtie Park’s 
concrete bridges in Somerset Center and the rise and fall of  
Camp Claybanks in Oceana County. 

The new 5th edition of  the Historic Michigan Travel Guide 
was released last September.  This handy map-pocket sized 
publication is 128 pages and is aimed squarely at promoting 

heritage tourism in our state.  It sells for $6.95 and is available 
at all Michigan Meijer stores, bookstores, gift shops, and 
other retail venues, as well as direct from the Society, www.
hsmichigan.org.

Every three years, HSM updates the Michigan History Directory 
of Historical Societies, Museums, Archives, Historic Sites, Agencies, 
and Commissions.  Organizations that appeared in the previous 
edition have been asked to send the Society their current 
information. New organizations can also be included. A 
directory inclusion form is available on the HSM website, 
www.hsmichigan.org.

Conferences
The 53rd annual Michigan in Perspective: The Local History 
Conference was held March 25-26, 2011, at the Michigan 
State University Management Education Center in Troy. 
Presented by HSM and organized by the Michigan in 
Perspective Planning Committee, the conference featured 
several keynote speakers and breakout sessions focused on 
local history in Michigan. Hank Meijer, co-chairman of  
Meijer, Inc., presented the opening keynote, “Meijer at 77: 
Growing Up in Michigan.” Other keynotes included “The 
Story of  Adam and Sarah Crosswhite” by Bryan and Shannon 
Prince; “Preserving Ford’s Highland Park Plant” by Debbie 
Schutt, president of  Schutt & Co.; and “Reinventing Detroit” 
by Detroit Free Press writer John Gallagher.

The Marquette Area Historical Society and the Northern 
Michigan University Archives will host the 2011 UP History 
Conference. Scheduled for June 17-19, 2011, in Marquette, 
the conference will cover such topics as the Upper Peninsula 
during the Civil War, French Jesuit Rings of  the Goose Lake 
Plains, and communicating local history through novels and 
plays. 

On September 23-25, 2011, HSM will head over to Traverse 
City for its 2011 State History Conference. Presentation 
topics will include the ecological history of  the Great Lakes 
and Grand Traverse Bay, the 1826 Federal Treaty with the 
Ottawa and Chippewa, and the history of  the cherry and 
winery industries.

Continued on page 29
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Nominations for Leadership Positions
By Whitney Miller, on behalf of the the MAA Nominations Committee 
Email: millerwh@msu.edu

To Keep or Not to Keep?  
The Future of Printed Open Entry
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe, 
Editors, MAA Open Entry 
E-mail: rbizonet@gmail.com, bdewolfe@umich.edu
MAA website: http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/

The MAA board of  directors is considering shifting Open 
Entry to an electronic-only format.  For this edition of  
the newsletter, an electronic version will be sent to print 
subscribers for review, following shortly upon distribution 
of  the usual print version.  Please read the attached letter 
from the board for all the details.  The board seeks feedback 
from members prior to and at the annual meeting.  We hope 
that you will read the letter carefully, compare the print and 
electronic versions, and share your thoughts on this important 
matter with the board, and with us, the editors.  We welcome 
any comments and questions that you may have.

Elections for new Michigan Archival Association Board 
members will be held at the fifty-third MAA Annual Meeting 
during the business meeting on Monday June 14, 2011.  
Below are the positions to be filled, as well as the current 
nominees.  (The complete candidate biographies may be 
found in the annual meeting registration packets, which you 
will have received in March.)

Vice-President/President-Elect, 2011-2012 (one year 
remaining):  
 Kristen Chinery, Librarian/Archivist at the Walter 
P. Reuther Library, MAA member since 2003, MAA Treasurer 
and Membership Chair since 2007.

Treasurer, 2011-2013 (two-year term):  
 Susan Panak, Archivist and Acquisitions Manager 
for Spring Arbor University, MAA Board member since 2007,   
Secretary (2008-2010), Local Arrangements Chair (2009), 
Program Committee (2008), Fundraising Chair (2008), and 
Member-at-Large (2007).

Conference Coordinator, 2011-2013 (two-year term):  Open

Member-at-Large #1, 2011-2014 (three-year term):  
 Nancy Richard, University Archivist, Grand Valley 
State University, MAA member, Board Member-at-Large 
since 2009, Local Arrangements and Program Committees, 
2011.  She is also the co-chair for the MAC 2012 Local 
Arrangements Committee for their meeting in Grand Rapids 
(see page 31 for info).

Member-at-Large #2, 2011-2014 (three-year term):  
 Rebecca Bizonet, Archivist, Benson Ford Research 
Center, The Henry Ford, MAA member 2002-present; 
Board Member-at-Large, 2009-present; Co-editor Open Entry, 
2010-present; Program Committee member, 2002 and 2008.

If  you would like to nominate a candidate for any of  the 
open positions, please send your recommendations to the 
Nominating Committee, which consists of  Whitney Miller, 
chairperson (millerwh@msu.edu), Nicole Garrett (ngarrett@
albion.edu), and Karen Jania (kljania@umich.edu).

In particular, we are in need of  candidates for Conference 
Coordinator.  The annual meeting is MAA’s cornerstone 
event.  Planning a successful conference requires a great 
deal of  organizational skill and a significant contribution 
of  time, it is true.  However, we know that our members 
possess the relevant talents and sense of  commitment in 
droves – we are archivists, after all!  Given the importance 
of  what the Conference Coordinator does, if  we are unable 
to fill the position by election, we will need to take a hard 
look at the future of  the MAA annual meeting.  Options may 
include hiring a professional conference coordinator, with 
all the attendant financial implications for the organization, 
or scaling down the scope and duration of  the conference.  
Please consider nominating someone – yourself  included – 
for this vital role. 

Please consult our website for more information on the 
Michigan Archival Association Board:
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/.

Get involved in MAA!
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The State of the MAA Archives
By Cheney J. Schopieray, MAA Board Member-at-Large
Assistant Curator of Manuscripts
William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan
Email: chjoshua@umich.edu

Revisions to the MAA Constitution and Bylaws, approved 
by members at the June 2010 annual meeting, include two 
important modifications related to the way we maintain 
the Association’s own records.  The first change is that the 
secretary may now delegate the position of  Association 
archivist to “another member in good standing, upon 
approval of  the board” (Constitution, section VI.2 and 
Bylaws, section I.3.c).  The archivist is “responsible for the 
collection of  Association material.”  The second change 
establishes a mechanism for the transfer of  official MAA 
Board documentation to the president, and, as appropriate, to 
the Association archivist (Constitution, section VI.3).  These 
revisions are especially significant, because up to this time, 
many Association records remained in the hands of  former 
board members and presidents without a clear path of  
transmission to an official archive.

The first task of  the Association archivist has been to 
arrange for the accumulation of  privately held MAA archival 
materials and the donation of  those materials to the Archives 
of  Michigan, where a significant portion of  the records of  
the association already reside.  To this end, former MAA 
presidents have been especially accommodating in finding and 
preparing their papers for incorporation into the larger body 
of  records.  The original MAA collection at the Archives of  
Michigan and the recently deposited group of  papers were 
mainly compiled by the organization’s presidents and they 
describe most aspects of  MAA business and administration, 
meetings and workshops, public relations, committee work, 
and publications.  They take the form of  meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s reports, correspondence, and other official 
documentation.  The records spanning the years 1964 to 2007 
and the presidencies from 1970 to 2007 make up the majority 
of  the collection. 

The papers recently deposited at the Archives of  Michigan 
are made up of  presidential and board papers from 1997 
to 2007, scattered administrative files from 1976 to 1992, 
and a nearly complete run of  Open Entry, dating back to 
its first issue in 1974.  Perhaps the most interesting group 
of  materials to be incorporated into the MAA collection 
are papers kept by Wayne Mann, MAA president in 1969 
and former Director of  the Archives at Western Michigan 
University.  The bulk of  these papers date from 1964 to 

1991 and include documentation of  the early years of  
the Association, such as correspondence of  the Michigan 
Archivists & Librarians (pre-“Michigan Archival Association” 
years), different working versions of  the first MAA 
Constitution (the earliest dating from 1967), early meeting 
announcements, and correspondence-based discussions of  
archival issues.

A Call for (MAA) Papers!
We are currently soliciting relevant archival materials 
from the MAA membership for inclusion in the Michigan 
Archival Association collection.  If  you have engaged with 
the MAA at any time in the distant or recent past (and have 
documentation to prove it!) we would like to hear from you.  
Although we will continue to contact former board and 
committee members for MAA records, we recognize that 
the greater membership may have unique and informative 
materials that would strengthen the collection.  We are 
especially interested in additions related to the pre-1970 years 
of  the organization and in photographic images or other 
visual materials.  With the help of  the membership, we hope 
that the whole of  the MAA collection will provide evidence 
of  the workings of  our organization and offer insight into 
practices, concerns, and interactions of  archivists in the 
state of  Michigan.  If  you have any photographs or other 
documentation of  MAA meetings, conferences, workshops, 
or other events, please contact Cheney J. Schopieray at the 
William L. Clements Library, 909 South University Avenue,  
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1190.
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New Book Alert
By Philip C. Heslip
Project Archivist
William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan
Email: philip.heslip@gmail.com

Lost Rights: The Misadventures of a Stolen American Relic 
by David Howard.  Boston and New York: Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, 2010 (344 pages). 

The past decade has seen the growth of  a fascinating non-
fiction genre: the provenance adventure mystery.  In these 
books authors breathlessly trace the sordid and serpentine 
histories of  priceless works of  art, antiques, rare books, and 
the possessions (and even body parts) of  great men and 
women.  David Howard’s Lost Rights: The Misadventures of  a 
Stolen American Relic brings the provenance adventure genre to 
the archives world, tracking down North Carolina’s original 
copy of  the Bill of  Rights, stolen by a Union soldier during 
the 1865 siege of  Raleigh.  Howard traces the document’s 
journey from the Ohio soldier to the living room of  an 
Indiana businessman, and eventually to a Connecticut 
antiques dealer hoping to turn the manuscript into a hefty 
payday.  Along the way, the bill drifts in and out of  the 
hands of  Constitution specialists attempting to verify the 
document’s origins, and prominent Americana dealers hoping 
for a share of  the eventual sale.  Ultimately, the manuscript 
becomes the focus of  an elaborate FBI sting. 

Howard, a journalist, relies heavily on interviews, court 
documents, newspaper articles, and historical records to 
piece together a detailed but fast-paced story.  In the process, 
he provides an overview of  dreadful ways we Americans 
have treated our historic documents. He describes, in almost 
gory detail, the careless neglect and wanton destruction of  

several irreplaceable items and collections.  In a bit of  color 
commentary, Howard tells of  Jared Sparks, the first editor 
of  George Washington’s papers, who split up the 73-page 
first draft of  Washington’s 1789 inaugural address.  “Sparks 
figured that since the president never gave the speech, it 
wasn’t part of  the historical record—and thus could be used 
to placate the document collectors who frequently pestered 
him for Washingtoniana.”  The draft will likely never be put 
back together.  Howard also chronicles the explosion of  the 
manuscript market as well as the gradual professionalization 
of  the archives field and the development of  the National 
Archives.

The book delivers the thrills of  Antiques Roadshow at its 
best, while exposing secretive practices in the rare manuscript 
industry. While the eccentric collectors, high-end dealers, and 
FBI agents bring drama and charm, what drives the book are 
the personal stories of  the characters who come into contact 
with the Bill of  Rights. Without slowing down the narrative, 
Howard takes time to gather archivists’ perspectives on the 
ethical conflicts inherent in treasure hunting and to explore 
the often prickly relationship between private collectors, 
public institutions, and governmental bodies.  Toward the 
end of  the book, Howard observes that “valuable old objects 
could bring the worst out in people.” As an archivist who 
believes in the inspirational power of  our cultural heritage, 
I’m inclined to stress the could in that assertion.  Howard tells 
a compelling story about people who fall prey to the power 
of  old stuff. 

Huge Thank You! 
to the MAA Committees: 
Get involved in MAA by volunteering to serve on a 
committee in 2011 or 2012.  (See details on page 7.)  Contact 
Whitney Miller today! (millerwh@msu.edu)

Nominating Committee
Whitney Miller, Chairperson
Nicole Garrett
Karen Jania

Audit Committee (2010)
Whitney Miller, Chairperson
Kristen Chinery
Diane Hatfield
Marilyn McNitt (observer)

Annual Meeting Committee
which consists of
  Geoffrey Reynolds, Conference Coordinator
and the following subcommittees:

Local Arrangements Committee
  Geoffrey Reynolds, Local Arrangements Co-Chairperson  
  William Lefevre, Local Arrangements Co-Chairperson  
  Nancy Richard

Program Committee
  William Lefevre, Chairperson
  Nicole Garrett
  Anne Johns
  Ruth Rague
  Geoffrey Reynolds
  Nancy Richard
  Ann Swany
  Eleanor Tacke
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Archives of  Michigan
Michigan Department of  Natural Resources 
and Environment
Michigan Historical Center
P.O. Box 30740
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 373-1408
Email: archives@michigan.gov
Website: http://seekingmichigan.org
Hours: Monday through Friday 1:00 - 5:00, closed on state 
holidays.

Michigan 
Collections

Bentley Historical Library
The University of  Michigan
1150 Beal Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113
(734) 764-3482
Fax: (734) 936-1333
Email: bentley.ref@umich.edu
Website: http://www.bentley.umich.edu/
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00-5:00, September to April 
also open Saturday 9:00-12:30

Seeking Michigan’s Civil War page, www.micivilwar.org 
is the official Web page of  the Michigan Sesquicentennial of  
the Civil War Commission.  Visitors can check the calendar of  
Michigan Civil War events and even add relevant entries.  They 
can also peruse Civil War-themed blog articles and submit an 
article of  their own.  Finally, they will find links to invaluable 
Civil War resources.  These include genealogical name indexes, 
digital scans of  the War of the Rebellion records, Civil War 
photos, and videos of  Civil War re-enactments.
  
The Michigan Historical Center will also observe the 
sesquicentennial’s beginning with a special event on Saturday, 
April 16.  The event will run from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Civil 
War-era cannons will be fired.  Re-enactors will stage battles, 
and demonstrate and explain practices from the war.  While 
there, be sure to catch the Center’s new Civil War exhibit.  It 
will feature seldom-seen artifacts and archival documents from 
the early Civil War and late antebellum period.  This is the first 
of  two planned exhibits on the war.  

Seeking Michigan has added an online store.  Visitors can 
currently purchase prints of  historic photographs, maps, and 
architectural drawings.  They can also buy prints or t-shirts 
displaying labels of  now-defunct Michigan breweries (The 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission records are the source 
of  these labels.).  Finally, researchers can make formal off-
site reference requests through the Seeking Michigan store.  
Plans for expansion are developing.  Eventually, visitors will 
be able to purchase high-quality hard copy reproductions of  
any archival materials that they view on Seeking Michigan.   
These will include photographs, Michigan death records, and – 
eventually – naturalization records.  To visit the store, turn your 
browser to http://store.seekingmichigan.org/.

Early Michigan court records are returning to the State 
of  Michigan.  In 1932, the Michigan Historical Commission 
temporarily transferred Michigan Supreme Court records – 
dating from 1805 to 1857 – to University of  Michigan Law 
School Professor William W. Blume.  Blume, legally acting as 
an agent of  the Commission, was to process these records and 
prepare them for publication.  The following year, Blume also 
received records from Wayne County Circuit Court.  These 
spanned 1796-1805 and documented pre-territorial cases of  
the Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions courts.  In 1941, 
records of  the territorial court at Michilimackinac were also 
transferred to Blume.  These three accessions were jointly 
classified as one record group.  In 1956, the Wayne County 
Circuit Court – acting on petition of  the Michigan Historical 
Commission – ordered that the Wayne County records be 
transferred to the University of  Michigan Law Library.  This 
order affected only the Wayne County accession of  this record 
group.  In 1966, Blume, having completed his published work 
on the territorial court records, had the Law School deposit the 
entire record group into the University’s Michigan Historical 
Collections.  The Michigan Historical Commission has always 
held custody of  this record group, which has been on indefinite 
loan since 1932.  The later run of  Supreme Court records from 
1858-2000 was transferred to the Archives of  Michigan, the 
official repository for state and local government records, in 
1989. The cooperation of  both institutions reunites a collection 
spanning 203 years, including important legal cases such as the 
1869 equal access to education and segregation case, Workman 
vs. the Detroit Board of  Education.  Now, after seventy-nine 
years, the records have “come home” and will be permanently 
housed in the Archives of  Michigan.  

Submitted by Robert Garrett
Email: GarrettR1@michigan.gov

New Acquisitions
Robby DeBoer collection, 1977-2006, bulk 1991-2006 
(20 linear feet and 1 oversize folder). Robby DeBoer (born 
1957) was the litigant with her husband Jan DeBoer in a case 
involving custody of  their adoptive child “Baby Girl Clausen” 
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(known nationally as Baby Jessica). The court ruled against 
the DeBoers and the child was returned to her biological 
parents. During the trial, the DeBoers and their supporters 
established a national child advocacy organization called 
“Hear My Voice.” This organization was dissolved in 2008. 
The collection documents the case of  “Baby Girl Clausen” 
through court transcripts and related material, through the 
publicity, both print and audio-visual surrounding the case, 
and through the correspondence received by the DeBoers 
and “Hear My Voice.” In addition, records of  the “Hear My 
Voice” organization include minutes of  the board of  directors, 
materials relating to similar cases in other states, files pertaining 
to activities of  “Hear My Voice” chapters in other states, and 
accumulated material on pending state and national legislation 
on the topic of  adoption law.

Michelle Krebs papers, 1984-2009 (9.3 linear feet and 
2 oversized items). Michelle Krebs, an authority on the 
automotive industry, writes regularly for numerous automotive 
publications, and is an adjunct professor at Detroit’s College 
for Creative Studies. The collection includes her writings on 
the automobile industry, research materials collected as part of  
her work, and promotional materials received from automobile 
companies about new car models, mainly in the form of  
photographs, CDs, DVDs, and videotapes.

Neighborhood Renewal Services of  Saginaw records, 
1988-2005 (9 linear feet). Neighborhood Renewal Services 
(NRS), a non-profit agency dedicated to the revitalization of  
Saginaw’s urban neighborhoods, was founded September 1988. 
The original mission was to work in a single neighborhood 
in the central city around Saint Mary’s Hospital. From its 
inception NRS worked in partnership with Saint Mary’s, 
providing both guidance and financial support to the 
revitalization effort. The records of  Neighborhood Renewal 
Services have been maintained as received in the following 
series: Board of  Directors Meeting Packets; Cathedral 
District Project 2000; Community Builders; and Clippings. 
The records include meeting minutes, publications, reports, 
photographs, and other materials that document the efforts of  
this community group, in partnership with local government 
and private groups and organizations, to deal with the issue of  
urban decay. One of  the principal initiatives documented in the 
records is the Cathedral District Project 2000.

Norman Olson papers, 1950-2001 (3 linear feet). Norman 
Olson was one of  the original organizers of  the Michigan 
Militia, and founder of  the Northern Michigan Regional Militia, 
organizations established to protect Second Amendment 
rights and individual liberties from government authority. The 
collection consists of  correspondence, faxes, topical files, and 
collected publication and resource material reflecting the views 

of  Olson and members of  the Militia on politics, government, 
and societal issues. The collection is open for research use 
but researchers must sign an access agreement preserving the 
confidentiality of  correspondents.

Vittorio Re papers, 1921-2005 (3 linear feet). Vittorio Re 
was Chief  Chancellor of  the Italian Consulate in Detroit 
and an author and lecturer on the history and experiences 
of  the Italian American community in Michigan, especially 
Detroit. His collection contains personal and professional 
correspondence; papers and speeches made as Chief  
Chancellor of  the Italian Consulate; notes and research 
material relating to the history of  Italians in Michigan; collected 
materials relating to Italian American organizations, events and 
celebrations, and the people and issues of  importance to the 
Italian community; and miscellaneous photographs.

International Relations
The Bentley Historical Library hosted the 2010 Joint Seminar 
on Archival Methods with 24 Chinese archivists arriving in 
Ann Arbor on October 24. The next morning they began a 
two-week discussion of  archival issues facing both the United 
States and China, including digital records, legal issues, access, 
Encoded Archival Description (EAD), appraisal, conservation, 
and processing paper records and digital content on the web. 
The Bentley Historical Library staff  also gave presentations on 
the Google digitization project and the HathiTrust. 

On October 29 a delegation of  five from the Shanghai 
Municipal Archives and five archivists from the State Archives 
Administration of  China arrived for a symposium entitled 
“Archival Advances and Academic Interests in the Shanghai 
Municipal Archives.” The discussion revolved around 
archival advances and historical research conducted, new 
digital developments, and the opening up of  archives and the 
development of  research on Shanghai history at the Shanghai 
Municipal Archives.  Kristian Bak of  the Copenhagen City 
Archives also talked about conceptualizing Copenhagen 
through its City Archives. 

The Chinese archivists also visited the Gerald Ford Library, 
Michigan Records Management Services, and the State 
Capitol during their stay in Michigan.  They left Ann Arbor 
on November 5 to visit Chicago to discuss professional 
organizations for archivists and the SAA publications program 
with the SAA executive officers. They also visited the Art 
Institute of  Chicago, the McDonald’s Corporate Archives, and 
the Kraft Foods Archives.  Leaving Chicago they traveled to 
Washington, D.C., for presentations at the National Archives. 

Michigan Collections 
Continued on page 14
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Beaver Island! 
MAA’s Annual Meeting, June 13-15, 2011
By Geoffrey Reynolds, MAA Conference Coordinator
Joint Archives of Holland
Email: reynoldsg@hope.edu

Fireworks and Harbor Light, Beaver Island, 
Michigan.  Photograph By Jeff  Cashman.

The 2011 Annual Conference Local Arrangements Committee 
looks forward to welcoming you to our host site, St. James, 
Michigan, on beautiful Beaver Island, on June 14-15 (and for 
the pre-conference workshop on June 13).  Beaver Island is a 
special place where you can enjoy a hiking or kayak adventure 
in the morning and see more deer and eagles than people, 
indulge in a spa experience after lunch and dine at a world-
class restaurant for dinner. The sunset views are stunning and 
the Island is at the top of  the list in Michigan biodiversity. 

The Island hosts a unique American history that includes a 
self-proclaimed King, two great museums, and a great deal 
to see and enjoy. Many couples and families spend a week or 
more each year discovering Beaver Island. Please consider 
extending your stay on 58 square miles of  wonder.

The Program Committee has also assembled a stellar list 
of  speakers and topics that will make this vacation spot the 
place to enjoy professional development and networking.  
The keynote speaker will be Evan Carroll, co-author of  
the 2011 book, Your Digital Afterlife: When Facebook, Flickr 
and Twitter are Your Estate, What’s your Legacy?  He will share 
with us how archivists might see the potential in personal 
digital collections in the future.  Giving the plenary session 
will be Seamus Norggard speaking about “Beaver Island: 
Evolving Economics of  Survival.”  He will offer a historical 
and environmental perspective on how Beaver Island is 

transitioning from a past dependent on resource extraction, 
towards a “future possible” based on the technologies of  
information, research, history, and environmentalism.

The Program Committee has also provided two unique 
tours featuring a personal tour of  Gwen Marston’s passive 
solar home and quilt studio, and a bus tour of  the historic 
downtown area.  The evening reception will be at the 
Shamrock Restaurant & Pub, opened in 1935.  It is the island’s 
oldest food and drink establishment and the place to meet.

Additional tours that will let you and your family enjoy Beaver 
Island in your free time are available through the Beaver Island 
Chamber of  Commerce website at: http://www.beaverisland.
org/

The Beaver Island Community Center will be the location for 
the conference sessions, breakfasts, and lunches.  Since this 
meeting will not be held at a large hotel or place of  higher 
education, we encourage you to make your reservations 
now.  Because the conference falls during the beginning of  
peak summer tourism time, getting your accommodations 
secured early should be priority.  Many of  the motels are 
located in downtown St. James and are within walking distance 
of  the Community Center and many also offer complimentary 
van shuttle service to your destinations.

The following are the four hotel/lodges that are holding 
rooms for MAA members until April 13, 2011, for the nights 
of  June 12-15, 2011. You must tell them that you are an MAA 
conference attendee to reserve a room.

◊ Emerald Isle Hotel, 231-448-2376, http://www.
emeraldislehotel.com/
◊ Laurain Lodge, 231-448-2099, http://www.laurainlodge.com/
◊ Beaver Island Lodge, 231-448-2396, http://www.
beaverislandlodge.com/
◊ Harbor View Motel, 231-448-2201, http://www.
harborviewbeaverisland.com/

These are only four of  many hotel/lodge/motel and private 
home rental options. Visit the Beaver Island Chamber of  
Commerce accommodations website for more options at:
http://www.beaverisland.org/accommodations/index.html.
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Beaver Island (point A on map) is located in Lake Michigan 
between Michigan’s Upper and Lower Peninsulas.  Ferry boats 
and airplanes leave from Charlevoix.

MAA President, Whitney Miller and Françoise, the conference mascot.

Many of  the motel, hotel, and private homes host multiple 
beds per room.  Consider sharing rooms to make the stay 
more enjoyable and save money!

Restaurants and ferry transportation to and from the mainland 
are within a short walk in St. James.  Taxis and rental cars are 
also available. Affordable air travel is available to those who 
wish to fly.

Getting to the Island from Charlevoix:
◊ Beaver Island Chamber of  Commerce transportation 
information, (http://www.beaverisland.org/transportation/)
◊ Beaver Island Boat Company, 888-446-4095, http://www.
beaverislandboatcompany.com/
◊ Fresh Air Aviation, 888-359-7448, http://www.
freshairaviation.net/
◊ Island Airways, 800-524-6895, http://www.islandairways.com/

For more information, please contact:
 Steve West
 Executive Director
 Beaver Island Chamber of  Commerce    
 P.O. Box 5 
 Beaver Island, MI 49782 
 231-448-2505
 www.BeaverIsland.org 

Annual conference registration materials were 
mailed out in March. 

Pre-Conference Workshop
The Society of  American Archivists will be offering a pre-
conference workshop on Beaver Island, Monday, June 13, 
from 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. The topic will be “Implementing 
‘More Product, Less Process’” and will be presented by 
Dennis Meissner (right). 
Backlogs don’t have 
to weigh as heavily 
as they do!  Focus on 
implementing concrete 
strategies for increasing 
processing rates and 
reducing backlogs as 
outlined in the Greene-
Meissner article, “More 
Product, Less Process: 
Revamping Traditional 
Archival Processing,” and learn as you share information 
and experiences with your fellow workshop participants. 
Topics include appraisal, arrangement, description, 
digitization, and preservation, as well as development of  
processing plans, policies, and benchmarks.  This array of  
topics is addressed through lecture, case studies, and group 
discussion.  For more information see the SAA website, 
http://saa.archivists.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/
events/252.html?Action=Conference_Detail&ConfID_
W=252&Time=-1740499963



1414 Open Entry Spring 2011

Bentley Historical Library
Continued from page 11

Michigan Collections

New Publications
Francis X. Blouin and William G. Rosenberg published 
Processing the Past: Contesting Authority in History and the Archives, 
which explores the dramatic changes taking place in historical 
understanding and archival management, and the relationship 
between historians and archivists. Written by an archivist 
and a historian, it shows how new historical thinking, new 
conceptions of  archives, changing notions of  historical 
authority, modifications in archival practices, and new 
information technologies have brought about these changes. 
The book takes an “archival turn” by situating archives as 
subjects rather than places of  study, and examining the 
increasingly problematic relationships between historical and 
archival work. 
 
By showing how nineteenth- and early twentieth-century 
historians and archivists in Europe and North America 
came to occupy the same conceptual and methodological 
space, the book sets the background to these changes. In the 
past, historic research was based on authoritative archives 
and mutual understandings of  scientific research. These 
connections changed as historians began to ask questions not 
easily answered by traditional documentation, and archivists 
began to confront an unmanageable increase in the amount of  
material they processed and the challenges of  new electronic 
technologies. 

The authors contend that historians and archivists have divided 
into two entirely separate professions with distinct conceptual 
frameworks, training, and purposes, as well as different 
understandings of  the authorities that govern their work. 
Processing the Past moves toward bridging this divide by speaking 
in one voice to these very different audiences. Blouin and 
Rosenberg conclude by raising the worrisome question of  what 
future historical archives might be like if  historical scholars 
and archivists no longer understand each other, and indeed, 
whether their now different notions of  what is archival and 
historical will ever again be joined. 

According to Antoinette Burton, editor of  Archive Stories: 
Facts, Fictions, and the Writing of History, “Blouin and Rosenberg 
have once again joined forces to write what is very like a total 
history of  the modern western archive. From lust to dust to 
techno-rust, they detail the convergences and divergences of  
historical authority and archival practice, providing a sweeping 
and deeply researched account of  the impact of  political and 
technological change on archives past, present, and future. 

As indispensably, the authors narrate the tectonic shifts we in 
the last few generations of  historians and archivists have lived 
through without, perhaps, fully realizing the revolution under 
our feet – and under our fingertips as well. Both genealogy and 
prophecy, this book is a must read for anyone who cares about 
what history is and what it will be beyond our lifetimes.” 

75 Years of Scholarship: A Bibliography of  Works Derived from the 
Holdings of the Michigan Historical Collections and the University 
Archives in the Bentley Historical Library was published to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of  the founding of  the 
Michigan Historical Collections in 1935.  Using WorldCat, 
Google Books, and ProQuest, three members of  the Bentley 
staff, Fran Blouin, Leonard Coombs, and William Wallach 
assembled a list of  over 2,500 titles of  books, articles, and 
other research conducted at the library since its early days. 
The range of  topics includes perspectives on architecture, 
commerce, race, gender, ethnicity and identity, politics, religion, 
rural life, urban communities, and much more.  Divided into 
eight sections, it includes general works derived from the 
collections; prize-winning books such as Bancroft, National 
Book Award, and Pulitzer winners; works generated by the 
Sawyer Seminar (2000-2001); publications coming from 
the Research Fellowship Program for the Study of  Modern 
Archives (1983-1997); publications by the staff of the library; 
works of  the Bordin/Gillette/Stevens Fellows, whose 
sponsored research at the library is funded by that named 
endowment; a select list of  sponsored research projects with 
external funding; and publications issued by the Michigan 
Historical Collections/Bentley Historical Library.

If  you are interested in a copy please contact Diane Hatfield at 
dhatfld@umich.edu.  The book is free, but there is a postage 
charge of  $5.00.

Submitted by Marilyn M. McNitt
Email: mmmcnitt@umich.edu

Central Upper Peninsula and 
Northern Michigan University 
Archives
Northern Michigan University
126 Learning Resource Center
1401 Presque Isle Avenue 
Marquette, MI  49855
(906) 227-1225
Fax: (906) 227-1333
Email: archives@nmu.edu
Website: http://webb.nmu.edu/Archives/
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00-5:00, closed for lunch 
from 12:00-1:00
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The Bart Stupak Congressional Papers 
The Central Upper Peninsula and Northern Michigan 
University Archives recently acquired the Bartholomew 
Thomas “Bart” Stupak congressional papers.  Negotiations 
between Stupak’s office and Marcus C. Robyns, CA, University 
Archivist, began three years ago and concluded soon after 
the congressman announced his retirement. Bart Stupak 
served in the United States House of  Representatives from 
Michigan’s First Congressional District from 1992 to 2010. 
The district includes all of  the Upper Peninsula and parts of  
the northern Lower Peninsula. Stupak served on numerous 
House committees, including the Committee for Energy 
and Commerce; subcommittees of  Commerce, Trade, and 
Consumer Protection; Communications, Technology, and the 
Internet; and as chairman of  the Oversight and Investigation 
subcommittee.  Key issues and legislation that Stupak helped 
to pass included tighter legislation on FDA regulations and the 
famous Stupak-Pitts amendment to the health care reformation 
bill passed in 2009.  

The collection contains roughly 173 cubic feet of  material and 
includes a wide range of  documents, such as hand-written 
personal notes, speech notes, constituent correspondence, 
press releases and publications, research on committee issues, 
committee agendas and minutes, and campaign literature and 
information. 

The Mike Prusi State Senatorial Papers
Although Bart Stupak chose to retire, State Senator Mike Prusi 
reluctantly left office at the end of  2010 as a result of  term 
limits.  Robyns began discussions with Prusi’s office early in 
the Senator’s final year in office and concluded negotiations 
for the donation of  his papers during a visit to Lansing in July 
2010.  Prusi’s papers represent an extremely important addition 
to the Archives’ political collections, since the Senator began 
his public career in 1995 as Dominic Jacobetti’s successor in 
the state House of  Representatives.  Prior to his political career, 
Prusi served as president of  the Negaunee local of  the United 
Steel Workers of  America (USWA).  He served in the Michigan 
House of  Representatives for two terms before election as 
state senator for Michigan’s 38th district from 2002-2010.   
Prusi’s legislative work in Lansing focused on educational 
funding, labor laws, environmental protection, and no-fault 
insurance. 

The collection contains approximately seventy cubic feet of  
material documenting Prusi’s political career, including his time 
as president of  the USWA local in Negaunee and as a state 
representative.  Material includes audio-visual and electronic 
records of  interviews, press releases, campaign material, case 
files, committee files, constituent correspondence, leadership 
files, legislative files, office management files, newsletters, 
updates, and other mailings to constituents. 

For more information on the Archives’ growing collection of  
records documenting the political and governmental history of  
the central Upper Peninsula, please visit the Archives’ web site 
at http://webb.nmu.edu/Archives/SiteSections/Collections/
Collections.shtml  

Submitted by: Maggie Newberry.  Prepared by Brianna 
Hinrichsen, Processing Specialist, with editing by Margaret 
Newberry, Senior Student Assistant and Marcus Robyns, 
University Archivist.
Email: mnewberr@nmu.edu 

Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Archives
3711 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, MI 48201
(313) 576-5081
Email: ckorolov@dso.org
Website: www.detroitsymphony.com

The DSO archival collection continues to grow rapidly, largely 
through the efforts of  my small group of  dedicated volunteers 
and a number of  interns from the archival program at Wayne 
State University.  I appreciate them all and the work they do.  
Without their assistance the list of  processed collections would 
be significantly smaller.

The year 2010 was a busy one for accessioning and processing, 
and some of  our most interesting newly processed collections 
are described in the following list:

Recording by Bernard Katz of “Flight of the Bumble Bee.”
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DSO.20: Music Education collection (3 linear feet)
This collection of  material contains educational programs 
from the 1950s and 1960s, as well as material from the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra Civic Ensembles and Civic Orchestra 
from the 1970s to 2010.  Music education has been an integral 
part of  the mission of  the Detroit Symphony Orchestra since 
the 1920s.

DSO.30: The Bernard Katz collection
In 2010, we received a large collection of  materials, which 
chronicles the works of  the late Bernard Katz, a life-long 
resident of  the Detroit area, and a local entertainer for over 50 
years.  Bernie, as he was known by his friends and fans, was a 
talented man in many forms of  music and musicianship.  He 
was a talented pianist who could play the pops favorites at 
private functions, and also could accompany both the amateur 
and the professional in classical recitals and recordings.  He 
performed with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra on a few 
occasions.  Bernard Katz was a composer who wrote not 
only for the piano, but also for the harpsichord and the cello.  
He composed several pieces specifically for a cellist with the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and he wrote the music for an 
operetta based on a book of  English poetry written by A. E. 
Housman and published in 1951, entitled A Shropshire Lad, 
using the poetry for the lyrics.  A man of  many talents, Bernard 
Katz was an instrument builder, specializing in harpsichords.

Although many of  his compositions were done by hand in 
pen and ink, Bernard Katz began composing in Finale on a 
Mac Classic computer in the late 1980s.  We have his original 
composition disks and the disks with the Finale software on 
them.  A Mac Classic computer has been donated to the DSO 
archives, but the computer does not currently boot up, and 
we are unable to access the disks to see if  the music can be 
salvaged.  There are no printed copies of  this music.
The collection also contains personal papers and photographs, 

programs, newspaper articles, recordings, as well as a schematic 
drawing of  an eighteenth-century Swedish harpsichord.  The 
Bernard Katz collection is a 14 linear-foot collection comprised 
of  both document boxes and oversized flat boxes holding the 
music manuscripts.  This collection was donated to the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra Archives by Mrs. Fern Katz, sister-in-
law of  the late Bernard Katz, and was processed in September 
2010 by Wayne State University Archival Practicum Intern 
Aimée Ergas.

DSO.35: The Lila Challis composition
Also in 2010, we received a small collection that is a single 
composed work by the late Lila Challis, a graduate of  and 
music teacher at the Detroit Conservatory of  Music.  The 
composition, entitled “The Water’s Journey,” is in four 
movements: The Brook, The Lake at Dusk, The River, and 
The Mighty Ocean.  This half-linear foot collection was 
donated to the Detroit Symphony Orchestra Archives by 
Eugene Fitzgerald, a former student and personal friend of  
Miss Challis, who had received it as a gift from her prior to 
her death in 2007.  Since the Detroit Symphony Orchestra had 
performed this piece under the direction of  C. Valter Poole in 
the 1950s, Mr. Fitzgerald thought the music should be placed 
with the DSO.

DSO.40: Orchestra Hall Expansion Project, 2001-
2004 (2.5 linear feet)
This collection pertains to the design and building of  the Max 
M. Fisher Music Center, immediately adjacent to Orchestra 
Hall.  The Max M. Fisher Music Center contains an education 
wing, a performance and event venue, and a multi-floor event 
and exhibit area in addition to administrative offices and artist 
dressing rooms.

DSO.41: Administrative Office, 1980-1990 (1.5 linear feet)
This is a collection of  office papers of  DSO President Oleg 
Lobanov and his successor DSO Executive Officer Deborah 
Borda.

Handwritten music score by Bernard Katz “Farewell to Barn and Stack 
and Tree” 1985, for his operetta based on the poetry of A.E. Housman, 
A Shropshire Lad.

Music composition by Lila Challis, “The Water’s Journey,” 1950s.
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Ferris State University
Archives
Alumni 101
410 Oak Street
Big Rapids, MI 49307
(231) 591-3731
Website: www.ferris.edu/library/SpecCollections/archives.html

DSO.42: Orchestra Place Renewal Partnership, 1987-
1998 (2.5 linear feet)
This collection pertains to the razing of  the Winkelman 
Building, which stood on the corner of  Woodward Avenue and 
Mack Avenue (also known as Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
in this area), as well as the design and building of  the Orchestra 
Place office building on that corner and the parking structure 
behind it.

With the addition of  these newly processed collections, we 
currently have 275 linear feet of  processed material in 45 
collections.  This includes the extensive collection of  reel-
to-reel tapes that were stored off-site for several decades. 
In 2010, we sent out more than 1100 tapes for preservation 
reformatting into both digital and compact disc format, 
and now have nearly 350 concerts from the the late 1950s 
to the mid-1980s that are easily playable on modern sound 
reproduction equipment.  There is still more work to be done 
before the music can be made available to the public, but it will 
soon be accessible by appointment for use at the DSO archives 
for individual research and study.  

Submitted by Cynthia Korolov, Archivist
Email: ckorolov@dso.org

The University Archives has hired student workers to begin a 
collaborative digitization initiative with the Michigan Health 
Sciences Librarian Association. The collection was originally 
donated in 2005 and made available to the public.  However, 
organization members wished to have remote access to archival 
records.  An arrangement in which the organization provided 
the scanning equipment and the University Archives produced 
the labor was finalized last fall. The prioritization of  records 
for the digitization project is being finalized.  Records will 
be deposited in the university’s institutional repository.  As 
part of  the process new policies and procedures are being 
implemented for the acceptance of  newer electronic records.

Submitted by Melinda McMartin Isler
E-mail: MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

Michigan State University
University Archives & Historical Collections
101 Conrad Hall 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1237
(517) 355-2330 
Fax: (519) 353-9319
Email: archives@msu.edu
Website: http://archives.msu.edu
Hours: Monday through Tuesday, Thursday through Friday 
8:30-12:00 and 1:00-4:30, Wednesday 1:00-4:30

Staff  Changes
Rich Burgis joined the University Archives staff  in January 
2011. Burgis is a retired state employee with 30+ years of  
experience in information systems and data warehousing. He 
will assist in completing the Spartan Archive project.

Collections Available
MSU University Archives and Historical Collections (UAHC) 
recently received two collections, one of  which is the 
Michigan Women’s Studies Association records. The 
Association, founded in 1973 by five MSU faculty members, 
maintains the Michigan Women’s Hall of  Fame. Information 
residing in this collection includes records relating to annual 
conferences, exhibits, special events, newsletters, administrative 
records, and material about the Michigan Women’s Hall of  
Fame and the Cooley-Haze House in Lansing.

UAHC has received drawings of  the K50 accelerator from 
the on-campus National Superconducting Cyclotron 
Lab. This accelerator was used in the 1960s and 1970s for 
rare isotope research. The collection includes drawings of  
mechanical and electrical equipment, tools, systems and parts, 
and information about cyclotrons at other institutions.

Dr. Margaret Jones, MSU professor emerita in human 
pathology, recently donated her papers to UAHC. The papers 
include materials detailing her research while at the university 
and documenting her life as the first woman in her field at MSU. 

Spartan Archive 
Activity has increased over the last several months on the 
National Historical Publications and Records Commission-
funded Spartan Archive project, UAHC’s initiative to create 
a preservation environment for MSU’s electronic records of  
enduring value. Richard Burgis, information technologist, 
is assisting on this project and Rejeev Krishnan is replacing 
Michael Babcock as technical liaison for the Registrar’s Office.
In November at the Inter-university Consortium for Political 
and Social Research Digital Preservation Management 
workshop in Ann Arbor, UAHC Director Cynthia Ghering 
and archivist/project manager Lisa Schmidt gave a 
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presentation on UAHC’s current and future electronic records 
workflows, including the plan for Spartan Archive. Ghering 
and Schmidt also made a brief  presentation on the project 
during a Mid-Michigan Association of  Records Managers and 
Administrators (ARMA International) meeting held at UAHC.

Schmidt attended the Digital Curation Curriculum (DigCCurr) 
Winter Institute in January, presenting on the current status 
of  Spartan Archive and sharing ideas with colleagues. Recent 
publications describing the Spartan Archive project include 
articles in the MSU News e-newsletter (October 2010) and the 
“Electronic Currents” section of  the January 2011 issue of  the 
MAC Newsletter.  Spring activities will encompass an MSU-
sponsored iRODS workshop for UAHC’s CIC colleagues, 
presented by Reagan Moore of  the University of  North 
Carolina, and the deployment of  Archivists’ Toolkit. (For links 
to Spartan Archive news, presentations, project documentation, 
and publications, visit www.archives.msu.edu/about/spartan_
archive.php.)

Past Activities
On February 2, 2011, Michigan State University closed the 
university for a snow day for only the fourth time in the history 
of  the university. The day before as anxious students and staff  
watched The Weather Channel for the size and progression of  
the storm, UAHC intern Eve Avdoulos posted a blog (www.
msuarchives.wordpress.com) about the history of  snow days 
at MSU. The blog generated a firestorm of  more than 1,000 
inquiries. Avdoulos also posted photos taken during the snow 
day which provided a lasting record of  the event. 

UAHC created a Flickr page in March 2010 (www.flickr.com/
photos/msuarchives) that houses over 600 images. The site 
received over 63,000 hits in 2010.

In conjunction with the East Lansing Film Festival (ELFF), 
UAHC sponsored a screening of  the film Spartacus, which 
includes the recorded cheers of  a 1959 MSU football game 
crowd. Processing archivist Ed Busch attended the screening 
in costume as a gladiator, and archives staff  distributed free 
T-shirts, postcards, and bookmarks to attendees. At the ELFF, 
Spartacus tied for the audience favorite award.   

Last spring, as part of  the Civil War Sesquicentennial 
Commemoration, Ed Busch began a project to transcribe 
and make available online UAHC records related to the Civil 
War. The project has utilized staff, student workers, interns, 
and volunteers to complete the transcription and scanning 
process. This past fall, a group of  MSU freshmen used some 
of  the completed transcripts to create a website for the 
Eaegle family papers, which can be viewed through the 
UAHC Civil War page (http://archives.msu.edu/collections/
civil_war.php?collections_civilWar). UAHC staff  are working 
with a number of  MSU units to create Civil War exhibits and 

programs at various locations across campus.
UAHC has accepted interns for the past several years, but has 
never had an official intern program. Because of  rising requests 
for internship positions, Portia Vescio, public service archivist, 
developed a manual which describes work expectations at 
UAHC and provides suggestions for interns to jump-start their 
careers through their UAHC experiences. At the present time, 
UAHC has four interns working on projects including digital 
preservation, Civil War document transcription, collections 
processing, and blogging about MSU history. 

In November 2010, UAHC staff  began participating in partner 
conference calls for the NHPRC-funded “Records Authority” 
grant project spearheaded by the University of  Denver (DU). 
UAHC volunteered to partner with DU and test the open 
source software for records management administration 
that the grant is funding. Other partners include American 
University, and the City of  Seattle Clerk’s Office.  DU intends 
to have the software ready for the partners to begin testing in 
the winter of  2011. These calls will be held on a monthly basis.

In January 2011, the UAHC initiated a subscription with the 
Internet Archive’s Archive-It tool to capture and preserve 
MSU’s websites. Ed Busch is constructing the crawl seeds and 
constraints to accomplish this task. In addition, University of  
Michigan intern student Julia Corrin is researching literature 
on web archiving and interviewing groups to create a more 
effective crawling implementation. The results of  the crawls 
will be accessible from the UAHC website (http://archives.
msu.edu).

In March, 2011, Lisa Schmidt delivered a keynote address on 
institutional repositories at the March 2011 meeting of  the 
Michigan Academic Library Council (MALC).

Upcoming Activities
Portia Vescio will present a session at the 2011 MAC Spring 
Annual Meeting in St. Paul, Minnesota. Vescio is participating 
in the session “Bringing History to Life: Teaching with Primary 
Sources” with co-presenters Catherine Rod from Grinnell 
College and Stacia Kuceyeski from the Ohio Historical Society. 
The moderator for this session will be Marian Matyn from 
Central Michigan University.

At the April 2011 annual MAC meeting in St. Paul, Cynthia 
Ghering will chair the session “Streams in the E-Record 
Workflow: Developing Elements of  the Archival Process 
for Electronic Records of  Historical Value.” Other session 
participants include Lisa Schmidt of  MSU, Jackie Esposito of  
Penn State University, and Pat Michaelis of  the Kansas State 
Historical Society. 

The Archives @ MSU blog (http://msuarchives.wordpress.
com) provides information on current events, public hours, 
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and news about the collections. We can also be found on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/pages/East-Lansing-MI/
Michigan-State-University-Archives/52451906185.

Submitted by Mary Grace
Email: mgrace@msu.edu

Michigan Technological 
University 
Archives and Copper Country Historical 
Collections
J. Robert Van Pelt and Opie Library
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, MI 49931-1295
(906) 487-2505
Fax: (906) 487-2357
Email: copper@mtu.edu
Website: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/
Hours: Fall/Spring, Monday and Friday 10:00-5:00, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday 12:00-5:00.  Summer, Monday 10:00-
5:00, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 12:00-5:00, Friday 
10:00-4:00.  The department is closed for major holidays and 
university closures.  Researchers are advised to call in advance 
of  arrival to ensure access.

Keweenaw Digital Archives 
Reaches 10,000 Images
 
The Keweenaw Digital Archives,  
http://digarch.lib.mtu.edu, a web-based 
collection of  historical photographic 
images of  Michigan’s Copper Country, 
recently added its 10,000th image.  
The collection is drawn primarily 
from the photographic holdings of  
the Michigan Technological University 
Archives and Copper Country 
Historical Collections and documents 
the social, cultural, and industrial life of  
the Keweenaw Peninsula.
 
Initial funding for the digital archives 
initiative was part of  the Michigan Tech 
Archives’ “Interior Ellis Island” ethnic 
history project. A donation from Dr. 
Robert and Ruth Nara of  Bootjack, 
Michigan, supported the purchase of  
computer and scanning equipment 

necessary for the work. A grant from the Michigan Humanities 
Council, an affiliate of  the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, supported the more significant aspects of  the 
project.   
 
The Keweenaw Digital Archives includes photographs from a 
variety of  sources and covers a variety of  periods.  Some of  the 
earliest images include the work of  local photographers J. W. 
Nara, J. T. Reeder, and Adolph Isler and date from the late 19th 
century.  More recent images include photos from Michigan 
Tech campus photographers and alumni, as well as a large 
number from Houghton’s local newspaper, the Daily Mining 
Gazette.  Topics include copper mining, local cities and towns, 
social life, maritime and lighthouses, campus life and athletic 
teams, and almost every aspect of  life in Michigan’s Copper 
Country. 
 
“We launched the site in March 2006 and have grown from 
success to success over the last four years,” noted Erik 
Nordberg, University Archivist.

Library assistant Christine Holland was tasked with primary 
responsibility for adding content to the system. Working 
with the photographic collections held by the Michigan 
Tech Archives was enlightening, she said. “People know the 
Keweenaw was a historic mining district, but you can’t see any 
mining here today. Looking at these historical photos, seeing 
miners working underground, seeing thousands of  copper 
ingots on the docks, or the crowds dressed in their finery on 
city streets – that’s when you really begin to understand what 
happened here.”  Michigan’s Keweenaw Peninsula was the 
destination for the United States’ first hard metal mining boom. 
The run for copper by speculators and East Coast investors 
preceded the California gold rush by several years. 
 
The system was developed by programmers at Michigan Tech, 
but does hold descriptive information in the library’s Voyager 
integrated library system. “We have been very pleased with the 
combination of  minimal technology costs, simple data input 
interface, and patron functionality,” Nordberg said.

Images for the digital archives are scanned at high resolution 
and metadata entered for each item. Low resolution thumbnail 
images are mounted to the web with a credit line embedded. 
The thumbnails are available for use at no cost, originally 
intended to provide students with visual content for research 
papers and presentations.  Since the Keweenaw Digital 
Archives went live, low resolution images have been used in 
many unanticipated ways, including promotional and artistic 
web pages offered by tourist organizations and independent 
bloggers. Users are also able to order high resolution images 
and prints for a fee.

Detail of  the 10,000th 
image added to the 
Keweenaw Digital 
Archives showing a 
young boy amongst 
copper miners.  
Image #ACC03-153
D-01-02, Detail A.
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Users are encouraged to create accounts, giving them options 
to add photos to a storage bin and build personalized albums 
that can be shared. Visitors to the site are also encouraged 
to add descriptive comments, either from their account or 
anonymously. This interactivity enables visitors to the site to 
assist in identifying unknown structures or individuals, and to 
add anecdotal information that enhances understanding of  
these images from the past. The Keweenaw Digital Archives 
was one of  three online archival resources cited by Mary 
Samouelian in “Embracing Web 2.0: Archives and the Newest 
Generation of  Web Applications,” American Archivist (vol. 72, 
Spring/Summer 2009).

The public can visit the Keweenaw Digital Archives online at 
http://digarch.lib.mtu.edu.  In addition to searching for images 
by keyword, visitors can browse by subject, or search for 
just the most recent images added to the system.  Interactive 

This photograph, showing a group of copper miners at an unknown location, was the 10,000th image added to the Keweenaw Digital Archives.  
From the Van Den Belt Photograph Collection, Michigan Tech Archives, Image #ACC03-153D-01-02.

features allow the general public to submit comments about 
individual images, develop their own online photo album, or 
generate a duplication order for photographic prints or digital 
scans. 
 
For further information, contact the Michigan Tech Archives at 
(906) 487-2505 or at copper@mtu.edu.

Submitted by Julia Blair
Email: jblair@mtu.edu
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The Henry Ford
Benson Ford Research Center
20900 Oakwood Boulevard
Dearborn, MI 48124-5029
(313) 982-6020
Fax: (313) 982-6244
Email: research.center@TheHenryFord.org
Website: www.TheHenryFord.org/research
Reading Room Hours: Tuesday through Friday 9:30-5:00

NEH-Funded Project for Land-Transport Serials 
Comes to a Successful Conclusion
Last spring, on March 31, 2010, the Benson Ford Research 
Center (BFRC) completed a project funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities to catalog the BFRC’s extensive 
collection of  land transport serials.  They are now available 
through our Research Center Catalog, www.thehenryford.org/
research, and through WorldCat, http://www.worldcat.org, 
an international bibliographic database.  In planning for the 
grant, we estimated that we had about 800 unique titles devoted 
to carriages, bicycles, automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, and 
tractors.  In actuality, the project staff  unearthed, cataloged, 
described, and rehoused 1,320 separate titles.  Of  these, 370 
were various Ford Motor Company publications.  Many of  
these land transport serials are rare titles – over 300 of  them 
had never been cataloged by another institution participating in 
OCLC.  Access to this rich resource will benefit many ongoing 
and future projects at the BFRC and greatly assist researchers of  
these topics locally, nationally, and internationally.  The terrific 
project team that made this such a success consisted of  Ash 
Brown, Casey Lapworth, Alexa Webb, and Aimee Burpee, along 
with the management team of  Linda Choo, Minoo Larson, 
Kathy Steiner, Terry Hoover, and Judith Endelman.

Collecting Innovation Today
Collecting people’s stories is part of  what we do at The Henry 
Ford.  Our founder, Henry Ford, was always interested in 
how people lived in the past and how they used things.  For 
instance, in the late 1920s at Henry Ford’s direction, his staff  
sent out a “historical questionnaire” to “friends 75 years of  age 
and older…who are still strong in memory,” asking about the 
details of  their pre-Civil War childhood.  See Henry Ford’s 
historical questionnaire collection, 1929-1931, Accession 
132, 1.4 cubic ft.

In 1950, Ford Motor Company established the Fiftieth 
Anniversary Plans Committee.  As part of  its commemorative 
activities, the company assembled a staff  to tape record 
and transcribe interviews with nearly 400 of  Henry Ford’s 
colleagues, employees, and associates.  See Oral history 
subgroup, 1951-1961, by Ford Motor Company; part of  

Archives (Ford Motor Company) records, Accession 65, 
Accession 834, and Accession 975, 45.6 cubic ft.  Thirty years 
later, in the 1980s, The Henry Ford’s automotive historian, 
Dave Crippen, recorded and transcribed interviews with 118 
automotive designers.  See Automotive design oral history 
collection, Accession 1673.  Over the years, curators have 
interviewed donors about their use of  a donated artifact, or 
asked them to share memories of  an event depicted in a family 
photograph, while archivists have interviewed alumni of  the 
Edison Institute Schools and retiring museum staff.

In 2008, The Henry Ford began a new oral history project, 
Collecting Innovation Today, to capture the stories of  today’s 
innovators, people dedicated to changing and improving the 
world and the way we live.  The subjects have included famous 
names like Bill Gates and Martha Stewart, plus people like 
“green” architect William McDonough, auto racing barrier-
breaker Lyn St. James, and Dean Kamen, inventor of  products 
such as the Segway, the iBOT, and the portable insulin pump.

For three years, we have walked into offices and studios and 
talked with an amazing group of  people.  We asked who 
inspired them, how they view the world, how they lead and 
inspire others, how and why they do what they do – in essence, 
how they think.  The group, which by October 2010 numbered 
35, represents many disciplines, generations, and regions.  
Some of  our subjects work independently; others work in 
large corporations.  They were born in Japan, South Africa, 
Iran, Lebanon, or the United States.  They range in age from 
the 40s to the 80s.  Nevertheless, they share many personal 
characteristics and opinions about what innovation is, how it 
happens, and what kind of  environment encourages it.  And 
we are capturing these conversations on high-definition video 
digital tape so that everything about the interview is preserved, 
not just the words.  

The Henry Ford’s www.OnInnovation.com website includes oral history 
interviews on high-definition video digital tape of (left to right) Toshiko Mori, 
Bill Gates, and Elon Musk, among many other innovators of today.
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To access this oral history project, we have created a website to 
connect people to these stories in new, innovative ways, www.
OnInnovation.com.  We have designed this for educators, 
lifelong learners, business people, and enthusiasts looking for 
inspiration.  While the functionality of  OnInnovation.com will 
grow and change in the years to come, users currently have the 
ability to access our Video Library.  There are over 35 gigabytes 
of  video content (the equivalent of  ten DVDs) on this website.  
The videos include 7-9 minute highlight videos for the 
contemporary innovators as well as over 300 video “chapters” 
cut into roughly 2-minute segments.  The transcripts of  each 
interview are included in this website and are searchable.  

Users can also search information by topics, innovator, and 
tag.  Another aspect of  this website is that users can share, 
discuss, and create presentations using the website’s assets on 
our discussion forum, and through related forums and content 
on Facebook, Flickr, and Twitter.  Over the past three years, a 
cross-functional team of  nearly 40 of  The Henry Ford staff  
have worked to make the oral histories and website happen.  
The project team included BFRC’s Judith Endelman, Terry 
Hoover, Linda Skolarus, Stephanie Lucas, Jim Orr, Denise 
McGeen, Elizabeth Lombardo and Bart Bealmear.  All content 
is available at www.OnInnovation.com.

Digitizing the Collections
In June 2009, The Henry Ford began a concerted effort to 
provide universal digital access to our museum collections.  
Our goal is to enable digital access to our collections, whether 
through the web, exhibit interactives, smart phones, etc.  While 
we had many digital assets, they were spread among many 
different departments and access systems.  To provide digital 
access to our collections requires major changes and upgrades 
to our systems, processes, and software, as well as new skills, 
staff, and equipment.  And, it’s a big job!  We estimated that 
if  we digitized all of  our collections, it would take 35 staff  
working full-time for 15 years!  

Obviously, priority setting and selection are also requirements 
of  the plan.  The Collections Initiative Leadership Team, which 
includes representatives from Historical Resources and Benson 
Ford Research Center, has been working with our Information 
Technology Systems department on a plan.  Our first step is 
to implement a new collection management software (CMS).  
ARGUS has been our CMS since 1987 when it was a state-
of-the-art system.  It has served us well, but we need the next 
generation of  CMS to provide access to our collections to 
offsite users, onsite visitors and all of  our staff.  We’ve decided 
to replace ARGUS with EMu – an “Electronic Museum” 
CMS from KE Software, www.KESoftware.com.  We are also 
planning to implement one digital asset management system 
that will put all of  our digital assets, including all formats – 

moving images, audio, still images, documents, etc. – into one 
system for internal and public access.  

For the BFRC’s part of  this project, in September 2010, we 
hired two digital archivists who will help us create online 
access to our archival collections through the creation of  EAD 
finding aids.  Lance Stuchell, our new digital project archivist, 
and Brian Wilson, our new digital processing archivist, are 
going to help us do this.  Lance is working closely with EMu to 
incorporate EAD finding aids, and Brian is working on creating 
EAD finding aids for specific collections.  These finding aids 
will incorporate full text of  documents, photographs, graphics, 
etc., of  the collections being described.  

Since we don’t have the funds to digitize all the collections 
at once, we have to make choices, prioritize, and apply 
different approaches to different types of  collections.  We 
are focusing our attention initially on our many and varied 
transportation-related collections to support the forthcoming 
automobile and racing exhibitions planned for Henry Ford 
Museum.  For the EAD finding aids, we will digitally capture 
selected transportation-related photographs, flat art, graphics, 
product literature, and documents.  In addition to these “2-D” 
collections, our “3-D” collections of  automobiles and other 
transportation artifacts will be captured with digital cameras, 
ready for our new EMu collections and stories system.

Submitted by Terry Hoover
Email: TerryH@TheHenryFord.org

Grants
The Labadie Collection, http://www.lib.umich.edu/
labadie-collection, in collaboration with The Emma Goldman 
Papers Project (University of  California, Berkeley); The Margaret 
Sanger Papers (New York University); and The Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony Papers Project (Rutgers University), 
has been awarded a grant from the Mellon Foundation to 
support the development of  new methods of  sharing internal 
editors’ and curators’ notes across the four institutions, 

University of  Michigan
Special Collections Library
7th Floor, Hatcher Graduate Library
913 S. University Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1190
(734) 764-9377
Email: special.collections@umich.edu
Website: http://www.lib.umich.edu/spec-coll
Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00-5:00, Saturday 10:00-
12:00.  Hours change during semester breaks and for special 
events – call or check website.
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Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI  48202
(313) 577-4024
Email:  reutherreference@wayne.edu
Website: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
Hours:  Monday and Tuesday 11:00-6:45, Wednesday through 
Friday 9:00-4:45, closed Saturday and Sunday

eventually making these paper files and notes available to the 
public. The 2-year $400,000 grant will be administered by the 
University of  California at Berkeley. These four institutions 
were chosen because their subjects overlap very closely. 
The Labadie Collection is a resource for the other three 
and performs a quasi-editing role through the preparation 
of  finding aids that correspond loosely to the notes of  the 
editing projects.   The first phase of  the project consists of  
transcribing thousands of  the hand-written index cards of  
Agnes Inglis, the Labadie’s first curator, 1923-1952.  Read 
more about Inglis and her cards at http://www.lib.umich.
edu/news/agnes-inglis.  More information about the grant 
can be found here: http://ecai.org/mellon2010. 

Submitted by Julie Herrada
Email: jherrada@umich.edu 

Examples from the card index of Agnes Inglis, the 
Labadie Collection’s first curator,  1923-1952.

In February Mike Smith stepped down as the director of  the 
Walter P. Reuther Library at Wayne State University after 8 1/2 
years in that position. The university has provided him with 
a 6-month sabbatical to work on a book, after which he will 
return to new duties at the University.

In January Casey Westerman began his position as the 
University Archivist at the Reuther.  Casey was previously 
the processing archivist at the Kheel Center for Labor-
Management Documentation and Archives at Cornell 
University. He is looking forward to the “rescue and triage” of  
our large backlog of  university records.

An interview with Casey is available on our new blog.  Reuther 
archivists have embraced the blog as a way to introduce 
researchers to collections related to popular research topics, as 
well as to the unique, hidden, and fun collections in our stacks. 
The two most recent blog entries are displayed on our home 
page, and the blog archives can be accessed at http://www.
reuther.wayne.edu/node/6885.

We also used the blog to announce the opening of  our latest 
exhibit, Solidarność: Poland’s Struggle for Freedom, 1980–1990.  
Thirty years ago, Poland captured the world’s attention when 
the workers of  the Lenin Shipyard in Gdańsk went on strike 
and launched a national rebellion. Solidarność, the free trade 
union born during the strike, developed into a social movement 
that established a democratic government in Poland and 
eventually led to the end of  the Cold War in Eastern Europe. 
The exhibit provides a historical account of  Solidarność from 
the events leading up to the first strike in 1980 through the 
1989 election in Poland and features powerful photographs 
taken during resistance activities and evocative graphics 
produced by the movement’s underground press. In addition 
to the Reuther’s own collections, the exhibit showcases 
material from several institutions and individuals. Solidarność: 
Poland’s Struggle for Freedom is open to the public and will be on 
display until July 1, 2011. More information is available on the 
Reuther’s blog, http://www.reuther.wayne.edu/node/6920. 
Visit the Reuther’s Facebook page for images from the October 
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26, 2010, exhibit opening, which featured guest of  honor 
Lech Wałęsa, Solidarność leader and former Polish president, 
http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib.

The Reuther Library has recently opened the collections of  
six presidents and directors of  the Merrill-Palmer Institute, 
totaling 89 linear feet, with records spanning from the 1940s 
through the early 1980s. Founded in 1918, the Detroit-based 
Institute has provided formal training and research in child 
development and helped to develop the standards for the 
national Head Start Program. These newly opened collections 
supplement earlier collections from the organization and 
include records from research projects and programs related 
to child development, early childhood education, and parent 
education.

Other recently opened collections include the Minoru 
Yamasaki papers (1915-2001), architect of  the World 
Trade Center and several WSU campus buildings and the 
Preservation Wayne records (1975-2010), which document 
what was originally a student movement to protest the 
destruction of  historic buildings on the WSU campus and 
surrounding areas. The WDIV transcripts (1973-1978) 
document local, national, and international news events in the 
morning, afternoon, and evening transcripts from Detroit’s 
NBC affiliate broadcast station.

Three personal collections have been added to the Damon 
J. Keith Law Collection of  African-American Legal History: 
Hugh M. Davis, Jr. papers (1968-1990), Robert A. 
Sedler papers (1985-1990), and the Stephen Lighthill 
film collection.  Part 3 of  the United Farm Workers 
Administration Department records (1961-1984) documents 
the UFW’s boycotts and legal affairs in the 1970s.  The Service 
Employees International Union Executive Office: John 
Sweeney records (1921-1995) cover SEIU actions and 
activities during Sweeney’s 15-year tenure as president, the 
union’s shifting policies, as well as his interest in health care 
issues.

The Reuther’s collections will become more accessible to 
researchers in the future thanks to a $142,000 donation 
establishing an endowed fund supporting the Sam Fishman 
Travel Grant program, which will support travel to the 
Reuther for researchers who wish to use our collections.  The 
program will be launched in the fall of  2011.

Submitted by Troy Eller
Email: troy.eller@wayne.edu

Exhibit team members Katie 
Dowgiewicz, Elizabeth 
Clemens, Dan Golodner, and 
Kristen Chinery (far right) 
pose with honored guest Lech 
Wałęsa (second from right) at 
the Reuther Library’s exhibit 
opening for Solidarność: 
Poland’s Struggle for 
Freedom, 1980–1990.
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William L. Clements Library
University of  Michigan
909 S. University Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI  48109-1190
(734) 764-2347
Email: clements.reference@umich.edu
Website: http://www.clements.umich.edu
Hours: Monday through Wednesday, Friday 9:00-5:00, 
Thursday 9:00-8:00

The Henry Strachey Papers
The historical record is rife with examples of  personal and 
official papers being sold piecemeal on the open market, and 
of  bits and fragments of  collections finding their convoluted 
ways to multiple repositories (or to no repository at all).  Most 
curators cringe when we see some magnificent group of  
letters sold at auction in many small lots.  We watch as they 
are split off  from their larger collections and as time passes, 
the historical context of  each individual item becomes more 
and more difficult to uncover.  One of  the most exciting and 
gratifying experiences of  working in a Special Collections 
Library is when we have the opportunity to purchase all related 
sale lots in a particular auction, or to reunite portions of  
formerly scattered papers.  The William L. Clements Library’s 
recent acquisition of  the rest of  Henry Strachey’s American 
papers to add to our Strachey collection is a dramatic example 
of  the latter case.

Sir Henry Strachey (1736-1810) was 
a British diplomat who served in 
a variety of  important capacities.  
He was personal secretary to 
Lord Robert Clive in India in the 
1760s, a member of  the House of  
Commons, secretary to Admiral 
Richard Howe as part of  the 
unsuccessful peace commission 
sent to the American colonies in the 
summer of  1776, secretary to Lord 
Howe and General William Howe in 
British-occupied Philadelphia from 
1777-1778, and a diplomat sent to 
assist Richard Oswald in the Treaty 
of  Paris negotiations that would end 
the American Revolution in 1783.  
He was also an absentee planter, 
owning an indigo plantation near 
what is now Jacksonville, Florida.  
Strachey’s American papers provide 
valuable commentary on key events 
in the American Revolution and, 

especially in his letters to his wife Jane, details on the social and 
political climate of  America during the Revolutionary years.

Beginning in the 1850s, groups of  Strachey’s American papers 
left the family estate for auction houses and private buyers.  
Each of  the Clements Library’s directors has purchased groups 
of  Strachey’s papers in the years 1924, 1967, 1981, and 2010.  
This most recent acquisition came from the now dissolved 
James S. Copley Library, part of  which went to auction on 
October 15, 2010.  Donor support allowed the Library to 
bid successfully on the lot.  The acquisition is made up of  80 
letters, documents, diaries, memoranda, and notes, which are 
described in the Historical Manuscripts Commission report 
of  1877.  They date from 1776 to 1783 and focus almost 
entirely on his work as a peace commissioner at the opening 
and closing stages of  the American Revolution.  The Clements 
Library is proud to own nearly all of  Sir Henry Strachey’s 
American papers.  We believe that our efforts have helped 
preserve the historical context of  these important manuscripts, 
and that researchers will benefit from the united collection.

Submitted by Cheney J. Schopieray, Assistant Curator of  
Manuscripts
Email: chjoshua@umich.edu

Examples of  the Clements Library’s collection of  Sir Henry 
Strachey’s American papers.  They date from 1776 to 1783 
and focus almost entirely on his work as a peace commissioner 
at the opening and closing stages of the American Revolution. 
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Little-Known Collections
By Rebecca Bizonet, MAA Board Member-at-Large
Archivist, Benson Ford Research Center, The Henry Ford
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com

Henry Ford Office records, 1823-1984 (bulk 1920-
1947), ca. 1,623 cubic ft., 18 oversize boxes, 6 
volumes, 35 items, and 42 microfilm reels.

Though Henry Ford is famous for putting the world on 
wheels, and much is known – and perhaps much more 
mythologized – about his life, work, and views, what might be 
less well known is the legacy he and his company left behind 
in the form of  his office records.  The Henry Ford Office 
records make up a significant part of  the Ford Historical 
collections, Ford Motor Company’s historic archives, which 
were donated by the company to The Henry Ford in 1964 and 
have been open for research ever since.

In the early days of  Ford Motor Company, which was founded 
in 1903, the organization was relatively small, correspondence 
was slight, and Henry’s interests centered on his automotive 
and agricultural activities.  Between 1914 and 1919, however, 
the character of  the Henry Ford Office changed.  The 
universal acceptance of  the Model T and the national publicity 
following the announcement of  the five dollar day resulted in 
an increased volume of  correspondence.  As the company’s 
size increased, functionally specialized departments were 
created for handling company activities and records.  As early 
as 1916, income tax records reveal the beginnings of  the 
Henry Ford Office as an independent entity distinct from 
the Ford Motor Company.  Organizational lines within the 
company, however, were fluid, and there were no tight chains 
of  command.  By 1919, after Henry Ford had resigned as 
president of  Ford Motor Company in favor of  his son, Edsel 
Ford, and continuing until Henry’s death in 1947, the Office 
of  Henry Ford (as it was also called) managed the magnate’s 
wide-ranging personal interests and non-Ford Motor 
Company businesses.  However, because of  Henry’s continued 
involvement in Ford Motor Company, many company matters 
were also handled by the office.

This vast collection, over 1,623 cubic ft. in extent, is a treasure 
trove for researchers interested in Henry Ford’s non-company 
activities and interests – of  which there were many, including 
agriculture, hydroelectric power, pacifism, American history 
and Henry’s related collecting activities, and the various 
philanthropic endeavors that were the fruits of  his decidedly 
self-help-oriented perspective.  Also well documented is Ford 

Motor Company business, especially during its early days; 
and more generally, American business and even American 
society and culture of  that time period.  Amidst countless “fan 
letters” and requests for loans or other assistance – all dutifully 
answered by the office staff  – are also scattered such gems 
as letters from Mahatma Gandhi and Chinese revolutionary 
leader Sun Yat-sen, blueprints for Henry and Clara Ford’s 
custom-made Fair Lane railroad car, planning materials for 
what would become The Henry Ford (opened as Edison 
Institute with a school system, an  indoor museum, and 
outdoor Greenfield Village), and more.

The Henry Ford Office record group is cataloged to the 
subgroup and at times series level, with MARC records 
available through our Research Center Catalog, http://www.
thehenryford.org/research, and WorldCat, http://www.
worldcat.org.  Printed inventories are also available.  One of  
the reasons this collection may still qualify as “little-known” 
is that currently there are no electronic finding aids for the 
numerous accessions within this collection.  Now, however, 
as part of  our recently launched digitization initiative, we are 
working towards bringing our finding aids up to date and 
making them available online.  In the near future, we hope that 
the Henry Ford Office records will be little-known no more!

Henry Ford posed in his office at the Highland Park Plant, Michigan, 
headquarters of Ford Motor Company in 1913.  ID THF101430.



27Open Entry Spring 2011

Civil War Collections
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe, Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com, bdewolfe@umich.edu

◊ Civil War Collections at the Clarke 
Historical Library, Central Michigan 
University
By Marian Matyn
Marian.matyn@cmich.edu

For information on the Civil War holdings at the Clarke 
Historical Library, see the online bibliography on their 
website at:
http://clarke.cmich.edu/resource_tab/bibliographies_
of_clarke_library_material/civil_war_materials/civil_war_
materials_index.html

◊ Archival Collections Containing Civil War 
Material at the Joint Archives of  Holland
By Geoffrey Reynolds
Email: reynoldsg@hope.edu
Website: http://www.hope.edu/jointarchives/
collections/

H88-0009. Beck, Theodoric Romeyn (1830-1896).
Papers, 1862-1921. 0.50 linear ft. 
Chaplain during the Civil War, professor (1863-1885), and 
head of  Government College, Yamaguchi, Japan (1888-1894). 
Collection includes correspondence, a scrapbook of  Beck’s 
articles, and Beck family photographs. 
Detailed Collection Register available on website.

H04-1520.5. Hampton, George W. (1830-1903).
Papers, 1864-1865. 1 folder. 
George W. Hampton was a cooper when he enlisted in the 
Union Army, Company C, 13th Michigan Infantry Regiment 
in 1861 during the Civil War. He served the years 1862, 
1864-1865. He marched with General Sherman and kept a 
diary during that time. Upon his discharge he was granted 
a bonus which included Section 22 of  Ganges Township, 
Allegan County, Michigan. There he farmed, served as the 
superintendent of  the Ganges school district, including 
Belknap, Darling, and Reid schools, and sold farms and built 
houses for settlers. Collection includes a photocopy of  the 
original 20-page diary and a transcription of  the diary and 
photographic copies in the publication “A Civil War Soldier’s 

Diary: Pvt. George W. Hampton, Michigan 13th Regiment, 
Union Army,1864-1865,” assembled by great-grandson 
Charles “Bud” Palmer in 2000.

H06-1632. Jonkeer, Alexander ( -1864).
Papers, 1863-1864, 1889. 1 folder. 
Photocopies of  correspondence from Alexander Jonkeer to 
his family in Vriesland, Michigan, during his time with the 
25th Michigan Infantry Regiment, Company I, during the 
U.S. Civil War, 1863-1864. Family members receiving the 
letters included Frederik Laanen (brother-in-law), Albert 
Oostland (brother-in-law), Jakoba/Jacoba Jonkeer (sister). 
Other soldiers mentioned include Pieter van Schuune and 
Cornelis den Herder. Captain M. de Bus, Jonkeer’s company 
commander, also wrote a letter with word of  Jonkeer’s death 
in August 1864. An additional letter, dated January 21, 1889, 
is from J. Leenhouts of  East Saugatuck, Michigan, to his 
sister, and mentions his brother Willem Leenhouts and the 
death of  his sister Leente. (Note: the donor is James Yonker, 
which illustrates the changing of  the family name over time.)

H00-1375. Moore, Clarence A.
Papers, 1805-1957. 1.50 linear ft. 
This collection consists mostly of  information related to 
Clarence A. Moore of  Sparta, Michigan, and his friends 
and family. Includes materials associated with high school: 
graduation, teacher’s contract, autograph books, a field day 
souvenir booklet, etc. Ninety-three total images are primarily 
from the first quarter of  the 20th century. A collection of  
maps dated between 1922-1957 represents various states, 
counties, and regions of  the U.S., as well as India, Burma, and 
the Northern Hemisphere. Includes immigrant letters written 
in German (partially translated) from the Sparta area between 
1865 and 1883. Of  special note is the correspondence of  
George A. Zimmermann, a soldier who fought for the Union 
in the Civil War. Also includes a poem written in 1805 upon 
the death of  an infant. 
Detailed Collection Register available on website.

Editors’ note: Please share news of your 
Civil War collections!   If your repository 
has Civil War collections or materials, 
please let us know.  We will compile the  
list and publish it in a future issue.
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H02-1466.8. Ogden, Nelson W. (1844- ).
Papers, 1864-1899. 1 folder. 
Served as a drummer in the Civil War. Transcriptions by Tim 
Kolean (2002) of  letters written to his sister during his term 
of  military service in the 25th Michigan Infantry, Company I. 

H04-1535.5. Roon, Willem (1838–1865).
Papers, 1862-1865, 1891, 2004. 0.50 linear ft. 
Willem Roon was a native of  the Netherlands and resident of  
Zeeland, Michigan, when he became a soldier on December 
1, 1862, along with seven other men from Zeeland; he 
volunteered and joined the 9th Michigan Cavalry regiment. 
The regiment trained at Coldwater, Michigan, and saw 
action in Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee against the famous 
raiders of  the Confederate John Hunt Morgan. Willem died 
of  disease in Knoxville, Tennessee, on April 3, 1864. The 
regiment continued through Georgia with General Sherman 
and was disbanded in 1865. The other seven Zeeland 
cavalrymen came home safely. This collection contains 
photocopies, transcriptions, and translations of  the Civil 
War letters of  Willem Roon. Also includes letters of  Jacob 
Roon, Stoffel Kaslander, Jan Vogel, and Martinnes Foppe. 
Correspondence is divided into two sections: letters from 
Willem Roon are in section 1, and other contemporary letters 
are in section 2. Also includes information on other members 
of  the 9th Michigan Cavalry: Jan Beaukamp, Hermanus 
(Manus) Gezon, Mason Streeter, Jurrien (Juri) Hoekstra, 
Roelof  Strik, and Yallow Defries. Relevant persons include 
Pieter and Ariaantje Roon, Anna de Vree, W. van Loo, Douwe 
Bouma, P. Peesk, P. Hoekstra. Includes materials from 
descendents of  involved parties, John Richard de Witt, and 
Ruth Tidd. Also contains photographs of  Willem Roon, the 
Roon House in Zeeland, and Roon’s gravestone in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 
Detailed Collection Register available on website.

H88-0182. Van Zoeren, Gerrit John (1884-1980).
Papers, 1863-1980. 3.00 linear ft. 
Industrialist and alumnus of  Hope College class of  1912. 
The collection contains clippings, photographs, a speech 
at the dedication of  Van Zoeren Library, four scrapbooks.  
Scrapbook: I. “A history of  the Van Zoeren Family” including 
a genealogy, family pictures, copies of  family documents 
and some correspondence.  II. “My Memory Book of  Hope 
College,” 1904-1912, including class reunions through 1962. 
Includes three tapes of  class reunions and one photograph, 
1935-1955.  III. “How Chemical Specialties Grew,” the 
history of  a chemical company, 1935-1955, and what 
happened to it and its founders through 1965.  IV. “The Van 
Zoeren Library Story.”  Also included in the collection is an 
audiotape cassette/transcription of  an interview conducted 
by Dr. James Malcolm in 1976; letters written by John Albers, 
a soldier in the Union Army during the Civil War, to his sister 

living in Vriesland, Michigan; and a book about the family of  
Hessel O. Yntema.  
Detailed Collection Register available on website.

H07-1659.1. Weener, Walter ( -1862).
Papers, 1862. 1 folder. 
Olive, Michigan, area Civil War soldier with the Union Army’s 
13th Michigan Infantry Regiment, Company I. He enlisted on 
December 7, 1861, as a private. Mustered in at Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, on January 17, 1862, at the age of  26 years. He was 
promoted to a corporal in October 1862. Killed in action on 
December 31, 1862, at Stone River, Tennessee. The collection 
includes biographical information and photocopies of  five 
letters (Dutch/English) from Walter Weener to T. Den 
Bleyker, 1862. Originals are housed at the Bentley Historical 
Library at The University of  Michigan.

H88-0200.1. Williams, Brian.
Papers, 1987. 0.50 linear ft. 
Hope College class of  1988. Research materials and a paper 
on Hope College and the Holland Academy during the Civil 
War. Includes note cards and several early drafts as well.

W88-0060. Karsten, John H. (1833-1914).
Papers, 1861-1914. 1.00 linear ft. 
Rutgers College class of  1860, New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary class of  1863, Reformed Church in America (RCA) 
minister from 1864 to 1914, and editor of De Hope from 1884 
to 1886. Materials include sermons, speeches, correspondence 
(with Albertus C. Van Raalte, between Adrian Zwemer and 
Enne J. Heeren, Jan Elsma, Rev. Leenhouts, from Samuel 
Zwemer, Classis of  Wisconsin to General Synod), pastoral 
record books, call letters, photographs of  John Karsten and 
his wife, theology questions for seminary students, and a list 
of  Dutch people from Holland, Wisconsin, who served in the 
Civil War. Also included are materials relating to the RCA’s 
Committee on Revision of  the Liturgy, the Council of  the 
Reformed Churches in America Holding the Presbyterian 
System, the Wisconsin Classis, De Hope, the Semi Centennial 
Celebration of  the Holland Immigration in the United States, 
and correspondence not associated with Karsten: Adrian 
Zwemer and Enne J. Heeren, Van Driele and M. Ypma, 
Albertus Pieters to friends, H. D. Oosterhoff  and Willemtje 
(Zwiers) Oosterhoff, Steketee and Rev. M. Ypma, unknown 
family in America from father traveling in Europe in 1865, 
Voorhees (missionary) and John H. Karsten, correspondence 
and poem from Aren van den Tak(e) to his niece and nephew. 
Detailed Collection Register available on website.

W07-1325.8. Moerdyk, William (1843-1914).
Papers, n.d. 0.25 linear ft. 
The collection includes three unpublished manuscripts 
from the Rev. William Moerdyk family: Autobiography 
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of  Jacobus “James” Moerdyk Sr. (1887) (translated by 
his son, the Rev. Peter Moerdyk); Rev. William Moerdyk, 
D.D.: Immigration, Settlement, Education (n.d.); and Rev. 
William Moerdyk Pastorates (n.d.).  The first two documents 
contain much information on life in the Netherlands from 
the 1830s, immigration from the Netherlands in 1849, 
settlement life in Zeeland, Michigan, and Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, and the hardships acquainted with the first Dutch 
settlements in western Michigan during the 19th century.  
William Moerdyk’s account of  the news of  the start of  the 
U.S. Civil War and the reaction of  local citizens, and his 
commencement address for the first Hope College graduation 
exercises in July 1866, are also included.

Student Papers Concerning the Civil War
Breyfogle, James. “Union Casualties During the Civil War: 
Casualties During the Civil War: Causes and Results” 1989. 
(H88-0441)
Grotenhouse, Dwight. “The Hollanders in the Civil War.” 
(H88-0441)
Jacobs, Christine. “The Western Michigan Dutch During the 
American Civil War: Patriotic or Apathetic?” November 19, 
1987. (H88-0441)
Murray, Joseph. “Black Troops in the Civil War: Their 
Development and Gains in American Society.” (H88-0441)
Posthuma, Ronald J. “The Response of  Michigan’s Dutch 
Immigrants to the Civil War.” 
(H88-0441)
VanWolfen, Krystal. “Portrayals of  the Civil War: Civil War 
Novels, 1863-1893.” 1989. 
(H88-0441)
Jacobs, Christine. “The Western Michigan Dutch during the 
American Civil War: A Question of  Loyalties.” November 19, 
1988. (W88-0758)

An Update: the Historical 
Society Michigan
Continued from page 6

Michigan History Day 
Staff  members at the Society were pleased – but not 
surprised – to hear that a new study has found several 
benefits for students who participate in the National History 
Day in Michigan (NHD) educational program. Students 
that participate in NHD, which is coordinated as Michigan 
History Day by HSM, perform better on high-stakes tests, 
are better writers, and have a more mature perspective on 
current events and civic engagement than their peers. This 
year, Michigan History Day will be held on April 30, 2011, at 
Grand Valley State University.

Awards
Several history enthusiasts were honored at the 2010 State 
History Conference. Marcia Bernhardt received the Society’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award on October 15. An author of  
more than 15 books on county history, Bernhardt has shown 
extraordinary dedication to her local historical society since 
its 1962 inception. Nominations for the 2011 State History 
Awards are due in the HSM offices by 5 p.m. on Friday, July 
29, 2011. For more information, visit www.hsmichigan.org/
awards.  Nominations for awards given at the annual Upper 
Peninsula History Conference are due by April 29, 2011. The 
Charles Follo Award is presented by HSM to the individual 
who has made the most outstanding contribution to the 
preservation and promotion of  Upper Peninsula history. 
Historical organizations can be nominated for the Superior 
Award, which recognizes historical societies, museums, and 
other historical organizations for their part in preserving and 
advancing UP history. To download a nomination form, visit 
www.hsmichigan.org/awards.

Example of  Civil War photographs from the Clarke 
Historical Library, Central Michigan University.

◊ Michigan State University
University Archives & Historical Collections 
records related to the Civil War
Submitted by Mary Grace
Email: mgrace@msu.edu
For the UAHC Civil War page visit, http://archives.msu.edu/
collections/civil_war.php?collections_civilWar.  (See page 18.)

◊ Archives of  Michigan Official Civil War 
Commission Webpage
Submitted by Robert Garrett
Email: GarrettR1@michigan.gov
Seeking Michigan’s Civil War page, www.micivilwar.org, is the 
official Web page of  the Michigan Sesquicentennial of  the Civil 
War Commission.  (See page 10.)
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MAA Silent Auction & Conference Sponsors
By Nancy Richard  
MAA Board Member-at-Large
Special Collections and University Archives, Grand Valley State University
Email: richanar@gvsu.edu

Once again, MAA will hold a Silent Auction at the annual 
meeting.  Each year your donations and your successful 
bids on auction items benefit Michigan History Day and 
the MAA Scholarship Fund.  Last year we raised over $600 
from the auction and cash donations.  Lots of  donated items 
have come in already, as you can see by the list, and there 
will be more to come by June.  The Beaver Island Chamber 
of  Commerce will be collecting items from local businesses 
starting in March, and last-minute donations are always 
welcome from the members.  

The Auction/Fundraising Committee is still looking for 
sponsorship for the reception.  Sponsorship will help us 
keep our meeting costs down. If  you think you know of  an 
institution or vendor who would like to contribute, or if  you 
would like to volunteer to help us find funding, please contact 
Nancy Richard, richanar@gvsu.edu or (616) 331-8726.

Partial listing of  
Sponsors of  the MAA annual meeting on Beaver Island, 
June 14-15, 2011:
◊ Beaver Island Chamber of  Commerce

Donors to the silent auction to benefit Michigan History Day 
and the MAA Scholarship Fund:
◊ Pair of  game-worn gloves worn by Detroit Red Wings 
defenseman Nicklas Lidström donated by Ilitch Holdings, 
Inc.
◊ Overnight stay at the Amway Grand Plaza hotel in 
downtown Grand Rapids 
◊ Framed image of  a lighthouse architectural drawing 
and historic brewery label t-shirts donated by Archives of  
Michigan
◊ Three photo albums and two $25.00 gift certificates 
donated by Hollinger Metal Edge 
◊ Items from Beaver Island businesses donated by the 
Chamber of  Commerce
◊ Handmade baby afghan crocheted by Sister Maureen 
McGarrigle 
◊ Wine and cheese basket donated by John and Toni 
Gibson 
◊ Wine baskets donated by Karen Jania 
◊ Wine donated by Carol Vandenberg 
◊ Archivally framed advertisements from Saturday Evening 
Post magazines featuring Kodak and General Electric 
products, ca. early 1960’s with suede mats, wood frames–a 
retail value of  $139.00 each donated by Anne Johns
◊ The Henry Ford and Ford Rouge Factory Tour passes 
donated by The Henry Ford
◊ Brian C. Kalt’s Sixties Sandstorm: The Fight over Establishment 
of a Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, 1961-1970; and 
David I. Macleod’s Mapping in Michigan and the Great Lakes 
Region donated by Michigan State University Press
◊ Gwen Marston’s Mary Schafer, American Quilt Maker;      
Pat Majher’s Ladies of  the Lights, Mardi Link’s Isadore’s Secrets, 
and Knute Nadelhoffer et al.’s The Changing Environment 
of  Northern Michigan donated by Ellen McCarthy of  the 
University of  Michigan Press
◊ Tour of  the Herman Miller facilities and archives, and a 
meal at Marigold Lodge with Herman Miller hosts, donated 
by Herman Miller
              …and more!

This book is just one of the donations for the Silent Auction.
According to the University of  Michigan Press, “Mary 
Schafer, American Quilt Maker is a must-have book for 
anyone passionate about American quilting.”
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We would like to thank all the contributors to this issue of  Open Entry.  We have had some success in launching our new features.  We 
have a new book review, and a new mystery photo.  No one came forward with a “little-known collection,” so Rebecca volunteered 
to write this section.  We would like to keep publishing these columns, so please dig into your archives for some interesting unknown 
collections and mysterious photographs, and let us know about them! 

As promised, we are starting to publish the Civil War collection lists from Michigan repositories.  We know that more of  you have Civil 
War era collections and we would like to hear from you, as many of  these are not searchable online.  If  your finding aids are online, 
please send us the links.  
 
The conference promises to be educational, interesting, and fun.  Beaver Island has never been the site for an MAA annual meeting, and 
we hope the location draws members who don’t normally attend.  Do you like to hunt or fish?  Play golf, canoe, kayak, bike, or camp?  
Would you like to try something new, like riding a moped or gliding along the water in a pedalboat?  Wouldn’t it be nice to take your 
conference coffee break outside where you can enjoy the scenery of  Lake Michigan?  We hope you will join us on June 14-15!     

Once again, we would like to thank Cynthia R. Miller for her expertise and dedication.  We could not ask for a better production editor. 

Host city for MAC’s 
40th anniversary

and the
2012

Midwest Archives Conference
Annual Meeting

Grand Rapids, Michigan
April 17-22, 2012

Lodging and meetings
at the 

Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

Reception and the
40th anniversary celebration

at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Museum

Editors’ Note
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe
Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com, bdewolfe@umich.edu 
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c/o Kristen Chinery, MAA Treasurer
Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Ave.
Detroit, MI 48202

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Mystery Photograph
Submitted by Clayton Lewis, Curator of Graphic Materials, 
William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan

Do you recognize 
anyone in this photo?
Do you have a Mystery 
Photo to share?  
Contact the Editors 
(bdewolfe@umich.edu or 
rbizonet@gmail.com)

According to the research 
of  Dave Tinder, the 
photographer, William H. 
Hart, worked for Parke 
Davis & Company from 
1897 through 1914. The 
photo looks like it was 
taken during this period.
The photo may not have 
been taken in Detroit. 
The woman in the picture 
does resemble Maggie 
Walz, business woman of  
Houghton County.

(From the David V. Tinder Collection of  Michigan Photography, William L. Clements Library, University of  Michigan.)



                                                             
   March 30, 2011 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
This letter is to inform you that the MAA Board is considering distributing Open Entry 
exclusively in electronic format.  This letter is to explain why we are considering this move.  
 
 The first and most exciting reason that we want Open Entry to go electronic is that we 
can make a much better product in this format.  Very soon, you will be receiving an email with 
the .pdf version of this Open Entry edition.   Please take a moment to look at the file and 
compare it to the printed version you have received here.  The color, clarity, keyword search 
capability and the ability to enlarge the font for reading comfort make the electronic version a 
far superior product.  Finally, the electronic version can be distributed up to two weeks earlier 
by eliminating the printing and mailing time. This will make the announcements and reports 
more timely. 
 
 The second reason is that the board feels that MAA should move toward being a more 
environmentally friendly organization.  “Going Green” by eliminating the paper-print run is 
certainly a step in this direction.  Further, if you do desire a hard copy for yourself or your 
archives, an electronic file will now enable you to print out a crisp, clear copy on acid-free 
paper for better preservation. 
 
 The final reason is cost.  Open Entry costs the Association over $1200 a year to print 
and mail.  These are funds that could be going into other projects and activities, such as 
scholarships, workshops, and, professional development projects.  
 
 We ask that you please consider the benefits of producing Open Entry exclusively in an 
electronic format, but rest assured that we will not make this change without first giving you, 
the membership, an opportunity to comment.  We will provide time to discuss it at the annual 
meeting and we urge you to comment on the MAA blog and/or listserv, or with a letter to the 
Board. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to compare the two versions and for considering this 
opportunity to improve our official publication, Open Entry. 
 
 
       Your MAA Board of Directors 
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