The 54th Conference of the

Weber’s Restaurant & Boutique Hotel
Ann Arbor, Michigan
June 19-21, 2013
The Michigan Archival Association invites you to
attend its 2013 Annual Meeting in beautiful Ann Arbor,
founded in 1824 by land speculators John Allen and
Elisha Rumsey. In addition to being home to the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor has many restaurants,
specialty shops, and galleries to enjoy. From Bluffs
Nature Area to the Hands-On Museum, Ann Arbor
offers something for everyone.
Conference Coordinator Diane Hatfield, Program Chair
Melinda Isler, and Local Arrangements Chair Elizabeth
Skene have put together an impressive schedule of
sessions and activities. Conference attendees will also
enjoy unique tours and a reception hosted by the Bentley
Historical Library.
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Accommodations this year are at Weber’s
Restaurant & Boutique Hotel. After more than 75 years, Weber’s has maintained a reputation for fine dining and is considered
one of Michigan’s best hotels. All meals and sessions will take place at the conference hotel.

Keynote Speaker
Joining us as our keynote speaker this year is Dr. Francis X. Blouin, Jr., director of
the Bentley Historical Library at the University of Michigan. As Dr. Blouin is nearing
the end of his directorship of the Bentley Library, his talk, entitled Documenting
Michigan History: A Perspective from Nearly Forty Years at It, is particularly
meaningful.
Dr. Blouin has lectured widely on archival issues throughout the United States,
Europe, and Asia. He organized a special year-long Sawyer Seminar on
fundamental issues relating to the nature, structure, and politics of archival
collections and institutions within a context of rapid technological change.
The proceedings of those seminars have been published as Archives,
Documentation, and Institutions of Social Memory by the University of Michigan
Press.
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Dr. Blouin is interested in a wide variety of archival issues, particularly from an
international perspective. One of his works, Vatican Archives: An Inventory and
Guide to the Historical Documents of the Holy See, presents the first-ever
conceptual overview of papal archival records. For this volume he received grants
from the Getty, Mellon, Lilly, and Homeland Foundations, as well as the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Dr. Blouin joined the staff of the Bentley Library in
1974 and is leaving behind a legacy of tremendous growth of the library, its
holdings, and its functions.

Conference Information and Special Events
Registration

For your convenience, the conference registration desk,
located directly outside the meeting rooms (follow signs
for the Atrium Ballroom), will be open 8:00 a.m. – 12:30
p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. on Thursday and 8:00 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. on Friday.

Hotel Information

Weber’s Restaurant & Boutique Hotel, 3050 Jackson
Road, is our conference hotel. All meals and sessions will
take place in the Varsity Room and Atrium Ballroom on
the facility’s first level. The hotel is conveniently located
minutes off of I-94.
A block of rooms has been reserved for June 19 - 22.
The reservation deadline is May 9, and any remaining
rooms will be available on a first come, first served basis
until May 24. Room rates are available at single/double,
triple, and quad capacity, and are $129, $139, and $149
per night respectively.
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Reservations can be made online by going to
www.webersinn.com and entering Group Number
Ben06052013. To make reservations via phone, please
call 800-443-3050 or 734-769-2500 and mention that
you are staying as part of the Michigan Archival
Association to receive the discounted rate.

audio conversion project, and issues and solutions for archiving web-based archival content. Participants are asked
to bring specific issues that they would like to discuss during
the breakout portions of the workshop. The cost of the
workshop, which includes lunch, is $40.00. You may also
purchase a UM one-day parking pass for $10.00 on your
workshop registration form.

Tours

On Thursday, June 20, there will be three tours offered from
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. on the University of Michigan campus.
Transportation from Weber’s to all tour locations is provided.
The Central Campus tour includes both the Clements Library
and the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology, and a shuttle will
take participants to the reception after the tour. Tours of
North Campus visit either the Duderstadt Center or the Gerald R. Ford Library, and will be within walking distance of the
reception. The Clements Library houses original resources
for the study of American history and culture from the
fifteenth to the early twentieth century (www.Clements.
umich.edu). The Kelsey Museum of Archaeology houses
a collection of more than 100,000 ancient and medieval
objects from the civilizations of the Mediterranean and the
Near East (www.lsa.umich.edu/kelsey). The Duderstadt
Center tour includes the Computer & Video Game Archives,
Special Collections, Image Works, Digital Media Commons
Labs (3D Lab & Design Lab 1), A/V Studio, Grounds Works
Studio, and Media Conversion Studio (www.dc.umich.edu).
The Gerald R. Ford Library collects, preserves, and makes
accessible a rich variety of archival materials on U.S.
domestic issues, foreign relations, and political affairs during
the Cold War era, with the 1974-77 presidential papers of
Gerald Ford and his White House staff forming the core
collection (www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov).

Pre-Conference Workshop

On Wednesday, June 19, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
we are offering a pre-conference workshop at the Bentley
Historical Library entitled Digital Records Workshop: An
Introduction to Issues and Practical Solutions. After an
introduction to digital records issues from the SAA
webinar “Thinking Digitally,” Nancy Deromedi and Mike
Shallcross from the Bentley Library’s Digital Curation
Division will present on practical approaches to working
with born digital and digitized material. Topics will
include advocacy, digital processing workflows for born
digital records, digital preservation, managing a large
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Conference Information and Special Events
The Michigan Archival Association thanks
the following businesses and organizations
for their generous support of the
2013 Annual Meeting:
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Silent Auction

This year MAA will hold a silent auction to raise funds for Michigan
History Day and the Scholarship Fund. Items will be on display to view
and place bids. The highest bidder must be present at the end of the
conference to accept their winnings. Items in the auction will include a
2012 team-signed World Series baseball, overnight stay at the Amway
Grand Plaza Hotel, four tickets to Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
Park, tour of the Herman Miller facilities and archives, wine and cheese
baskets, tickets to the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village,
Zingerman’s gift certificate, and a quilt-themed basket. We expect to
receive additional items between now and the conference, so check
your conference packets when you arrive for a complete list!

Reception

The Bentley Historical Library will host a reception on Thursday, June
20, from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Founded in 1935, the Bentley
Historical Library houses the Michigan Historical Collections and the
University Archives & Records Program. The Michigan Historical
Collections document the history of the State of Michigan and the
activities of its people and organizations. The University Archives &
Records Program has the records of the University of Michigan and
related material (http://bentley.umich.edu). Tours of the Bentley
Library will be offered during the reception.
The Bentley is located at 1150 Beal Avenue on the University of
Michigan’s North Campus. Conference attendees participating in the
tour of Central Campus will be shuttled to the reception, and North
Campus tour participants will have a short walk to the Bentley.
Attendees coming from Weber’s will find free parking next to and
directly across from the Bentley Library after 5:00 p.m. Shuttle service
will be available for all attendees returning to Weber’s after the
reception.

Thursday June 20, 2013
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Registration
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Back to the Classroom: Sharing Archives
This session takes a look at how archival resources can be
shared and utilized by researchers who are not typical users
of archives. Presenters will discuss a project on historical
resources for future elementary school teachers and working
with the records of the American Federation of Teachers.
•
•
•

Emma Hawker, Bentley Historical Library
Dan Golodner, Walter P. Reuther Library
Chair: Rebecca Bizonet, The Henry Ford

Collaboration in an Electronic World
As archives move into a world where technical capabilities and
preservation needs become increasingly complex, the best
solution is often to collaborate with those who have
specialized expertise. This session will highlight how
partnerships allowed participants to preserve electronic
records, present EAD finding aids and digital resources, and
utilize the resources of a local educational institution.
•
•
•
•

Caryn Wojcik, Archives of Michigan
Marian Matyn, Clarke Historical Library
Paul Gallagher, Wayne State University
Chair: Kristen Chinery, Walter P. Reuther Library

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Break
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Michigan Collections Network Discussion Group
The Michigan Collections Network is a newly formed
collaboration interested in preserving and providing access to
library and archival print and digital collections. Participants in
this free-form discussion will evaluate past Michigan
Collections Network events and consider the group’s future
direction.
•

Discussion Leader: Kevin Driedger, Library of
Michigan

Surviving the 21st Century: Low Cost Solutions for Digital
Assets
Open source software and other public resources are often
promoted as a cost-effective way for archives to provide access
and develop outreach opportunities. Such endeavors may
result in benefits for the institutions involved, but they may
also have hidden costs for implementation. The presenters
will outline various projects at their institutions, which used
Fortress, Seeking Michigan, Omeka, and Archon.
•
•

Matt Adair, Bentley Historical Library
Jill Arnold, Archives of Michigan

•
•
•

Nicole Garrett, Albion College Special Collections
Karen Morgan, University of Michigan-Dearborn
Chair: Karen Jania, Bentley Historical Library

12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.
Lunch and Keynote Address by Dr. Fran Blouin
1:45 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Break
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Show Me the Money! Presenting Compelling Proposals to
Grant Organizations
Every archive has a project that they would love to undertake
if they only had a few more resources. Successful federal
grant writers from varied institutions will discuss how to
improve the odds. The presentations will address how to
select the right grant, nuts and bolts of the writing process,
and implementation.
•
•
•
•

Stacey Nowicki, Kalamazoo College Library
Alice Cruz, Orion Township Library
Jeff Taylor, American Museum of Magic
Chair: Carol Vandenberg, Madonna University

Benefits of Student Jobs: Making the Experience Work for
Everyone
This panel will feature three students and one supervisor
presenting on their student job and internship
experiences.. The students will discuss how they used
these opportunities to augment existing skills while
developing new ones, and how they pursued ways to
promote their careers and the archival profession The
supervisor will discuss benefits for the archives..
•

Patrick Galligan, William L. Clements Library/
Bentley Historical Library

•

Jarrett Drake, Bentley Historical Library/U-M Special
Collections

•

Naomi Herman-Aplet, William L. Clements Library/
Northwestern University Archives

•

Alexis Braun-Marks, Eastern Michigan University

•

Chair: Erin Platte, University of Michigan School of
Information

2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Registration
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Tours
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Reception
Bentley Historical Library

Friday June 21, 2013
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Registration

12:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
Lunch and Business Meeting

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Reels of Fortune: Audiovisual Preservation and Access
Among the legacy of traditional paper manuscripts and the
challenges of born digital records lies a collection of other
formats. Many institutions struggle with how to make this
material accessible while also preserving it. How do you
address migration issues? What do you do with the originals?
The presenters will speak about their experiences in
developing a film preservation program and working with
audiovisual materials in an academic archive.

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Can You Hear Me?
This session will present details about current audio
preservation efforts in Michigan. Participants will discuss
audio formats and genres, selection, standards,
management of digital audio files, quality control, and
access. The presentations will showcase the Ark Sound
Preservation Project, Bentley Historical Library Audio Preservation Project, WCBN Audio Digitization Project, and the
Tanzanian Cassette Digitization Project.

•
•
•

Tressa Graves, Central Michigan University
Leslie Van Veen, Walter P. Reuther Library
Chair: Elizabeth Clemens, Walter P. Reuther Library

Social History as Revealed Through the Eyes of Missionaries
Over a century ago, J. Franklin Jamison wrote about how
popular biographies of American ministers and evangelists
revealed not just the religious history of the country but
contained invaluable information on its cultural, political, and
economic development. This session will feature collections
of the Joint Archives of Holland and the Billy Graham Center,
how they describe global historical and social developments,
and the increased use by scholars for those subjects.
•
•
•

Robert Shuster, Billy Graham Center Archives
Geoff Reynolds, Joint Archives of Holland
Chair: Sarah Roberts, Michigan State University
Archives and Historical Collections

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Break
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Archivists’ Toolkit Roundtable Discussion
Find out how other Michigan archives are using AT for
management of their collections, or offer your own tips and
advice to the group. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses
of implementation, maintenance, and customization, as well
as what ArchivesSpace means for AT users.
•

•
•
•
•
•

Paul Conway, University of Michigan School of
Information
Melissa Hernández Duran, Bentley Historical
Library
Nick Krabbenhoeft, Educopia Institute
Brendan Coates, University of Michigan Music
Library
Jesse Johnston, Smithsonian Center for Folklore
and Cultural Heritage
Chair: Lance Stuchell, University of Michigan

Continuing Education for Archivists
Once an archivist obtains his or her degree and first job,
standard professional development often grows into a
desire for additional coursework. Current archivists will
discuss methods for continuing education, including an
online graduate program and massive open online courses
(MOOCs), and the challenges of taking classes while
working.
•
•
•

Christiane Evaskis, Proquest
Laura Lipp, Michigan Historical Center
Chair: Susan Panak, Spring Arbor University

Discussion Leader: Ed Busch, Michigan State
University Archives and Historical Collections

I Found It in the Archives - In Michigan!
From books to blogs to documentaries, publications and
media often use photos, footage, or trivia facts courtesy of an
archive. In this session, users of archives will talk about what
they discovered, how the material was used in their works,
and the subject of their research. Formats will include a
documentary, historical article, and a museum exhibit.
•
•
•
•

•

Joshua Pardon, Documentarian
Grace Shackman, Local Historian
Elizabeth Skene, Arab American National Museum
Chair: Susan Panak, Spring Arbor University

Washington Street, Ann Arbor, Undated. Courtesy of the Bentley Historical
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Thank you, volunteers and elected officials, for your service!
Michigan Archival Association Board
Members:

Kristen Chinery, President		
Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University
Melinda McMartin Isler, Vice-President
Ferris State University
Cheney Schopieray, Secretary		
Clements Library, University of Michigan

Elizabeth Skene, Member-at-large
Arab American National Museum
Sarah Roberts, Member-at-large
Michigan State University Archives and Historical
Collections
Carol Vandenberg, Member-at-large
Madonna University

Annual Meeting Committee:

Susan Panak, Treasurer
Spring Arbor University

Diane Hatfield (Chair), Elizabeth Clemens,
Melinda Isler, Nancy Richard, Elizabeth Skene

Diane Hatfield, Conference Coordinator
Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan

Program Subcommittee:

Rebecca Bizonet, Member-at-large
The Henry Ford
Nicole Garrett, Member-at-large
Albion College
Karen Jania, Member-at-large
Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan

Melinda Isler (Chair), Lauren Arnsman,
Nicole Garrett, Sarah Roberts, Courtney Ryan

Local Arrangements Subcommittee:
Elizabeth Skene (Chair), Karen Jania,
Carol Vandenberg

Auction Subcommittee:

Nancy Richard (Chair), Bob Garrett, Pat Nanzer,
Tom Nanzig, Geoff Reynolds

Keep current on MAA news, announcements and job postings!
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com

