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President’s 
Corner

Dear Colleagues,

The time has come again for the changing of  the guard.  At our next annual business meeting, my time as 
Michigan Archival Association president will come to an end.  It has been a great honor being your president 
for the last three years.  Because of  the early departure of  our previous president, I have been with you longer 
than most.  So it is heartfelt when I say I will miss serving the membership of  MAA.  As I look back on those 
years, one theme that has stood out is the board’s desire to update the way our organization operates and 
communicates.  As the profession changes, so must MAA change in order to continue bringing you relevant 
opportunities.

The establishment of  the website blog, a listserv, the digital Open Entry option, the reworking of  our governing 
documents, and the development of  the annual Fall Workshop are just a few of  the projects that were 
completed or have been improved over the last few years.  In addition, the organization has continued to bring 
you the traditional opportunities to present or attend conference sessions, network with colleagues (virtually 
& in person), write articles for our newsletter, and support young archivists through scholarships.  Finally, I 
am proud to say that we have responded to the needs of  the membership and looked to the changes in the 
profession to guide us as we improve and update the organization. 

As I transition off  the board, I look forward to participating in and contributing to MAA in new ways.  I 
know that the current economic climate sometimes makes it difficult to participate in every annual meeting 
and workshop. However, the board of  MAA is dedicated to bringing you affordable and relevant professional, 
educational, and networking experiences to boost our collective know-how.  So, I urge you to continue to stay 
involved to the furthest extent you are able, and to join me in supporting our organization as we move into the 
future.  Thank you for the opportunity you have given me to make a difference. 

Whitney Miller at our 2011 Beaver Island conference.

Whitney Miller
Email: millerwh@msu.edu
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Judith Endelman Retires After 25 Years 
at The Henry Ford and 
Benson Ford Research Center
By Cynthia Read Miller, Curator of Photographs and Prints
Email: cynthiam@thehenryford.org

Judith E. Endelman, Director of  the 
Benson Ford Research Center, has 
announced her retirement the end of  
March 2012.  In her announcement to 
her BFRC staff, she indicated that she 
started her career at The Henry Ford 
working on the museum’s permanent 
Automobile in American Life exhibition 
which opened in 1987 and she 
completed her work on its replacement, 
Driving America.  These two seminal 
efforts serve as bookends to her varied 
projects over the course of  25 years.

Judith Endelman has been a writer, 
archivist, historian, and curator for 
nearly thirty-five years.  She began 
her professional life at the American 
Jewish Historical Society, when it was 
located in Waltham, Massachusetts.  As 
a foreshadowing of  her later museum 
career, her first publication was a Guide 
to the Paintings, Daguerreotypes, and Artifacts 
of  the American Jewish Historical Society in 
1974.  Her experience with American 
Jewish history inspired her to continue 
her education.  In 1977 she received an 
M.A. in American Studies from Boston 
College.

In 1976 Endelman moved with her 
husband and infant son to New York 
City.  She took a part-time position 
as archivist of  the Jewish Theological 
Seminary and also conducted historical 
research for private clients. Two 
of  her clients led her deep into the 
seventeenth-century origins of  the 
American Jewish community.  For 
John L. Loeb, Jr., a descendant of  
two investment banking families—the 
Lehmans and the Loebs—she wrote 
a history covering the life and times 
of  nine generations of  his family, 
beginning with his great-grandparents.  
Gordon Gray, who served as secretary 
of  the navy under Truman, hired her 

to research his Jewish ancestry, which 
she traced back to seventeenth-century 
London.  Both of  these efforts resulted 
in publications (although John Loeb’s 
family history wasn’t published until 
2009!). 

In 1979 the Endelmans moved to 
Bloomington, Indiana, home of  Indiana 
University.  The Indiana Historical 
Society commissioned Endelman to 
write a history of  the Jewish community 
of  Indianapolis, which was published 
by Indiana University Press in 1984 
as The Jewish Community of  Indianapolis, 
1849 to the Present.  She also worked at 
Lilly Library, the rare books and special 
collections library of  Indiana University, 
and co-edited Religion in Indiana: A Guide 
to Historical Resources, which was funded 
by the Lilly Endowment and published 
by Indiana University Press.

In 1985 the Endelman family, which 
now included a daughter as well as a 
son, moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan.  
After a one-year fellowship at the 
Bentley Historical Library at the 

Firefox leader 
Mitchell Baker with 
Judith Endelman, 
2008.  This image 
is part of  a group of  
digital photographs 
accompanying collection 
2009.63.0, “Oral 
History Interview 
with Mitchell Baker, 
Chairperson of  
Mozilla Corporation, 
September 22, 2008.”  
The photographer is 
Michelle Andonian.

University of  Michigan, Judy joined the 
staff  of  The Henry Ford in Dearborn, 
Michigan, in 1986.  In her twenty-five 
years at the museum, she has held a 
variety of  leadership positions in the 
collections, curatorial, and research 
areas.  She has spearheaded many 
initiatives, including the construction 
of  the Benson Ford Research Center, 
which opened in 2002, and which she 
currently serves as director.  She has 
participated in the development of  
numerous exhibits, such as Americans 
on Vacation and Your Place in Time: 20th 
Century America, as well as many other 
public programs and partnerships.  She 
is the author of  numerous articles 
and several books, speaks frequently 
at conferences, serves as a museum 
consultant and grant reviewer, and sits 
on a variety of  professional boards. 

Judy’s BFRC staff  and THF colleagues 
wish her well with this new chapter of  
her life and hope that her retirement 
years will be filled with much activity 
and enjoyment.
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Fran Blouin to Step Down as Director of the 
Bentley Historical Library in August 2013
By Marilyn M. McNitt, Associate Archivist, Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan
Email: mmmcnitt@umich.edu

Fran Blouin in his office at the Bentley Historical Library, February 2012.

On January 24th Fran Blouin announced 
to the staff  of  the Bentley Historical 
Library that he would be stepping down 
as director at the end of  August 2013.  
The provost suggested he announce 
his plans well in advance so that a 
search committee could be formed 
for his successor to be in place before 
his departure.  After serving 32 years 
as director, Fran will move back to 
full-time teaching in the Department 
of  History and in the School of  
Information.

As a first project, he will be developing 
a course on the history of  Michigan 
and the University of  Michigan 
as an offering among the history 
department’s new “gateway” courses for 
undergraduates.  The concept of  the 
gateway course is to explore, through 
a particular historical topic or period, 
how history is written and understood.   
The course will be linked to a series of  
workshops in the historical collections 
on the University of  Michigan campus 
to get a better appreciation of  how 
history relies on archival sources.  “I 
am very excited about the prospects 
for this new course.  Though, it will 
be hard to think of  not coming to the 
Bentley Library on a daily basis, working 
with its exceptional staff, building 
on its extraordinary collections, and 
linking the work of  the library to the 
intellectual vitality of  the University and 
the world beyond.”

During Fran’s time as director the 
library’s collections more than tripled, 
the Bentley Library building doubled 
in size, and the endowment increased 
from $100,000 to over $10 million. 

Of  particular importance, recently, the 
library has been transformed with full 
capacities to accession, process, and 
store archives in digital formats.  With 
the able assistance of  the staff  of  the 
library, the work of  the Bentley was 
linked in meaningful ways to archival 
work in China, France, South Africa, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, and the 
Vatican.  Over the course of  more than 
thirty years, thousands of  books and 
articles have appeared drawing on the 
breadth of  the library’s Michigan-based 
holdings and its exceptional reputation 
as a model of  modern archives 
administration.  Reflecting on his 39 
years with the Bentley Library, Blouin 
said:  “The essential role of  a historical 
research library is to provide resources 
to expand our collective sense of  what 
we know, to transform understandings, 
and to situate our questions in a 
systematic appreciation of  the past.”

Register for MAC in 
Grand Rapids!
MAAers, don’t forget to register 
to attend the Midwest Archives 
Conference annual meeting, which 
will be taking place April 19-21 in 
scenic Grand Rapids.  MAC is making 
registration available online, with 
advance registration through March 19:
https://midwestarc.memberclicks.
net/-2012-registration.  There is also a 
form that you can download, print, and 
send, https://midwestarc.memberclicks.
net/assets/documents/spring%20
2012_final.pdf.  
From March 20–April 9, registration 
is still available online at the regular 
rate.  Registration will also be available 
on-site.

For more information, consult the 
MAC website, https://midwestarc.
memberclicks.net/.  

We hope to see you there!
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News from Your Board of Directors
     Get involved in MAA! 
See page 2 for contact information
Consult our website for more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board: 
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/

Open Entry Back Issues Now Online

Back issues of  Open Entry, going back to fall 2002, are now 
available online, on the Michigan Archival Association blog, 
at the Publications page, http://miarchivists.wordpress.
com/publications/ .  Issues will be available starting with the 
previous year.

Executive Board Update

The last meeting of  the executive board was February 10, 
2012, in Lansing.  The board finalized plans for MAA’s annual 
business meeting, Friday, April 20, 2012, in Grand Rapids, 
during the MAC annual meeting.  The board also made 
arrangements for a membership vote on the future of  Open 
Entry.  Look for a meeting summary of  this and other recent 
board meetings to be posted soon on the MAA blog.

In November and December, Nicole Garrett and Karen 
Jania, respectively, were appointed to fill vacant Member
-at-Large positions.  Welcome, Nicole and Karen!

Committee Update
This year, the following committees have served MAA.

Audit Committee  
Whitney Miller (Chair)
Susan Panak
Bob Garrett

Conference Committee
This year a Conference Committee was not formed.  Sarah 
Roberts coordinated the arrangements for MAA’s annual 
business meeting at MAC this year.  Thank you, Sarah!

Nominating Committee 
Kristen Chinery (Chair)
Elizabeth Clemens
Courtney McAlpine 
See nominations report on this page.

Volunteer for a committee!
Contact a board member today - see page 2

Nominations for Executive Board 
Leadership Positions
Submitted by the Nominating Committee, which consists of  
Kristen Chinery (chair), Elizabeth Clemens, and Courtney 
McAlpine.  

Elections for new Michigan Archival Association Board 
members will be held at the fifty-fourth MAA Annual 
Business Meeting, Friday, April 20, 2012.  Below are the 
positions to be filled, as well as the current nominees.  
Candidate biographical statements are being mailed and will 
also be available at the business meeting.
Office: Vice President/President-Elect (2012-2016)
  Melinda Isler 

 Office: Secretary (2012-2014)
  Cheney Schopieray 

Office: Conference Coordinator (2012-2014)
  Diane Hatfield 

Office: Member-at- Large – Two positions (both 2012-2015)
  Lauren Arnsman
  Courtney McAlpine 
  Jessica Miller 
  Elizabeth Skene 
  Carol Vandenberg

SAVE THE DATE!

MAA 2012 Annual Business Meeting

Friday April 20, 2012

5:30‐7:00 P.M.

Amway Grand Hotel
187 Monroe Avenue NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Light refreshments will be served

Please register online at:

http://maa2012.eventbrite.com/

or call Nicole Garrett at:

517‐629‐0487
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New Facebook Page 

Michigan Archival Association is now on Facebook!  As 
an additional means of  communication, MAA has joined 
the world of  Facebook. We encourage you to “like” us and 
participate. You should be able to find us by searching for 
Michigan Archival Association. If  you have any trouble, 
please contact Melinda Isler (MelindaIsler@ferris.edu).  We 
will post some MAA news there, and we encourage you, the 
members, to post as well, but please check the MAA blog 
(http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/) and the MAA listserv 
(http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-54463_19313-
147043--,00.html) for important official news.

Dear Colleagues,

The 2012 Business Meeting will take place April 20, 2012, at the Amway Grand Plaza, during this year’s MAC 
Conference in Grand Rapids.  Attendance is particularly important this year, as there will be a vote regarding the print 
format of  Open Entry.

For almost two years, the MAA Board has been considering distributing the MAA Newsletter, Open Entry, exclusively 
in electronic format.  In order to make any action about how Open Entry is distributed democratic, we have decided 
to put the issue to a vote at the 2012 Business Meeting.  A ballot is being mailed so that members not attending the 
meeting can also vote. 

Some issues to consider before voting on whether MAA should continue distributing the print version of  Open Entry: 

For
● Not everyone has the ability to access, or is comfortable with using, non-paper formats.
● The traditional paper-based newsletter is perceived to have more permanence.
● The feel and comfort [and portability –Ed.] of  a paper edition is preferred over an electronic edition. 
● Current membership dues more than cover the cost of  the print version. 
Against
● Eliminating newsletter printing and mailing costs would save MAA over $1200 a year.
● Electronic-only distribution is more environmentally friendly.  [This is debatable. Paper is a renewable resource and a lot 

of  energy goes into the creation and maintenance of  electronic media, which has an impact on global warming. –Ed.] 
● An electronic format allows for color, keyword search, and variable size font. 
● Open Entry can be sent immediately after it is produced instead of  waiting for printing and mailing (2-4 weeks in 

production time).

There will be ample time for discussion at the Business Meeting, and you are also invited to post your comments on 
the MAA Blog, http://miarchivists.wordpress.com, or listserv, maa1@listserv2.michigan.gov. 

We look forward to seeing you in Grand Rapids!  - Your MAA Executive Board

[The above letter was mailed to MAA members and is reproduced here, in shortened form.  If you are an MAA 
member and have not received your ballot, please contact Vice‐President Kristen Chinery, ac9538@wayne.edu.]

In addition, MAA is working to communicate with members 
in a variety of  channels so that they are aware of  what is 
going on. We are also looking for ways for the members to 
participate.

Thanks to the efforts of  our treasurer, Susan Panak, we have 
compiled a list of  member organizations who have blogs 
and Facebook pages and have linked them down the right 
hand side of  the Michigan Archival Association blog. If  you 
did not contact Susan and would like to be added to the list, 
please contact Melinda Isler.
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Michigan 
Collections

Archives of  Michigan
Michigan Department of  Natural Resources 
and Environment
Michigan Historical Center
702 W. Kalamazoo Street
P.O. Box 30740
Lansing, Michigan 48909
(517) 373-1408
Email: archives@michigan.gov
Website: http://seekingmichigan.org
Hours: 
Monday through Friday 1:00 - 5:00, closed on state holidays

The Charles and Ardith Westie Collection is now publicly 
available.  Charles Westie joined the army in 1943 and 
participated in the Normandy invasion.  The next month, 
he suffered a war wound that resulted in the loss of  a leg.  
Meanwhile, Ardith lived in Lansing, Michigan–raising the 

couple’s daughter alone and anxiously awaiting news from 
the front.  The Charles and Ardith Westie Collection includes 
their original letters documenting the wartime experience of  
this remarkable couple.  

Wayne County Road Commission records are now safely 
preserved at the Archives of  Michigan.  The collection 
consists of  approximately 15,000 photographs, spanning 1908 
to the 1990s, and official proceedings. The records document 
several important highway milestones, including the country’s 
first mile of  concrete highway (laid in Wayne County in 
1909).  Nancy Darga of  the Motor Cities National Heritage 
Area alerted the Archives to the records, which had fallen into 
a state of  neglect. (At one time, Darga and Jim Fox, former 
Commission photographer, had rescued photographs from 
a dumpster.)  Now, they will be maintained for the benefit 
of  current and future research.  See a video of  the rescue at 
vimeo.com/seekingmichigan 

The Archives is placing Michigan state census records 
online.  Researchers will be able to access them at http://
seekingmichigan.org  The census records cover select 
Michigan counties and span from 1845 to 1894.  

Submitted by Robert Garrett

Clarke Historical Library
Central Michigan University
250 Preston Street
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48859
(989) 774-3352
Email: Clarke@cmich.edu
Website: http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
Hours: 
Monday through Friday 8:00 - 5:00, Saturday 9:00 - 1:00

News from the Clarke Historical Library
The last few months have been very busy in the Clarke’s 
processing room.  With an increased number of  volunteer 
student processors, who seek to improve their chances of  
getting a job with extra experience in the archives listed on 
their resumes, several large and messy collections have been 
or are being processed. 

One of  the more interesting collections is that of  the Rev. 
James Challancin, a Catholic Michigan priest who traveled 
with circuses.  His Circus collection measures 13.5 cubic ft. 
(in 16 boxes, 12 oversized folders).  Father Jim (1941-    ) 
earned his B.A. from St. Jerome’s College, Kitchener, Ontario, 

Canada, and both his M.A. and S.T.D. (Doctorate in Sacred 
Theology) from Sant’Anselmo, Rome, Italy. He served many 
years in several Michigan and Indiana parishes and posts, 
and also taught at Peramiho Seminary, Tanzania, East Africa.  
Father Jim’s interest in circuses began at the age of  ten or 
twelve when a summertime neighbor, Mitch Gorrow, took 
Jim to shows and brought him circus programs and other 
collectibles. Eventually, Father Jim worked on and traveled 
with the Kelly-Miller Circus and the Carson and Barnes 
Circus. He is one of  the clergy who celebrates mass and 
ministers to circus and other traveling performers. In order to 
celebrate mass with performers mostly from Peru or Mexico, 
Father Jim learned Spanish. His time spent traveling with a 
circus usually lasted three weeks to a month. He also worked 
with the Little Sisters of  Jesus, who minister full-time to the 
circus. By 2011 Father Jim was no longer able to travel with 
the circus and kindly donated his collection to the Clarke.
 
The Challancin Circus collection includes many formats 
and documents numerous circuses, both foreign and 
domestic, and circus-related organizations.  Included are 
correspondence, photographs, postcards, posters, programs, 
newspaper clippings, advertisements, scrapbooks, coloring 
books, food containers, stickers, badges, arrows, articles, 
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Kathy Klok with 
the Jonathan 
Boyce Collection, 
January 2012.

Three of  Marian Matyn’s students with the Jonathan Boyce collection boxes 
they processed, left to right: Veronica Rohr, Andrea Martin, and Lisa White, 
January 2012.

maps, tickets, and Christmas tree ornaments, among others.  
Some of  these materials are reproductions.  There are also 
some carnival-related materials.  Although most of  the 
materials are written or published in English, some items are 
written or published in other languages, notably Spanish.  A 
folder of  biographical material and several folders of  related 
correspondence with the Little Sisters of  Jesus document 
Challancin’s life and activities.  Please note:  the collection has 
a strong mildew smell.  Researchers and staff  with allergies or 
asthma may wish to take precautions. 

Additionally, processing of  the Jonathan Boyce collection, 
begun in January 2011 (see Open Entry, Fall 2011), has been 
completed. The collection, measuring 67 cubic ft. (in 97 
boxes, 6 oversized folders, and 78 oversized volumes), took 
the lead processor and nine student assistants a year to 
process. We had just finished when a Boyce descendant came 
to visit the collection. Kathy Klok was delighted to see the 
collection and appreciated the time and effort that had gone 
into it. She discovered the collection by Googling “Boyce” 
and finding Marian’s blog (http://archivistrising.blogspot.
com) entries of  the student processors who worked on the 
Boyce collection and noted what they had learned about 
Boyce and processing manuscripts. Kathy plans on returning 
to conduct further research. How wonderful to complete a 
huge collection over a long period and have someone actually 
come in and use it and be excited about it! All of  us feel 
validated. And it’s nice to know the blog works to draw in 
and educate researchers. Both of  the above collections are 
cataloged and have lengthy finding aids that will eventually be 
encoded.

For their final project, student volunteers and Marian’s 
HST 583 class (Archives Administration for CMU’s History 
Department) are processing the Herbert J. Boughey lumber 
collection (approximately 20 cubic ft. in 24 boxes and 2 
oversized volumes), which includes business papers  and 
personal information. Mr. Boughey owned and operated 
the Carp Lake Lumber Company in Bingham (Leelanau 
County, Michigan). He was also a realtor and operated a 
cherry business in Traverse City, where he and his family lived 
from 1911 to 1934. As the Michigan lumber business waned, 
Boughey and his business interests moved westward into 
Oregon and Colorado. This project is ongoing.

Marian’s encoding project also continues with over 220 
finding aids completed and more being encoded daily. Please 
check them out at http://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/clarke/ 
Finally, Marian is planning the MAC reception in Grand 
Rapids, so you know it will be delicious and fun, and include 
a band.  Somehow she also ended up coordinating the PALS 
program.

If  you have any questions about anything in this article, 
please contact Marian Matyn at marian.matyn@cmich.edu 
or 989-774-3990, and please check out her blog at http://
archivistrising.blogspot.com.

Submitted by Marian Matyn
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Detroit Public Library
Special Collections
5201 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202
(313)481-1401
Email: mbowden@detroitpubliclibrary.org
Website: http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/special-collections
Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday 12:00 - 8:00; Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday 10:00 - 6:00

Burton Historical Collection
Donation
Mr. Gray Kales donated 53 boxes of  the Kales family papers 
that includes historic artifacts, letters, business records, 
and photos of  the Kales family and the Gray family dating 
back to the 1800’s.  Mr. Kales is the great-grandson of  John 
Simpson Gray, former Detroit Public Library commissioner, 
namesake of  the Gray Branch, the first president of  the Ford 
Motor Company, and one of  Henry Ford’s financiers.  He is 
the grandson of  William Robert Kales and the son of  Robert 
Gray Kales of  the Whitehead and Kales Steel Company.  
The Kales Building, built in 1914 on West Adams in Grand 
Circus Park, has been redeveloped as part of  Detroit’s urban 
renewal.  

E. Azalia Hackley Collection of  African Americans 
in the Performing Arts
Mr. Romie Minor, Hackley Specialist, will make the following 
presentations for the 2012 Hackley Lecture Series: 
Southern Soul: The History of  Stax Records, Wednesday, April 25, 
6:00 pm
An Evening with the Rat Pack, Wednesday, May 23, 6:00 pm
In the Director’s Chair: The Movies of  Spike Lee, Wednesday, July 
25, 6:00 pm
Jazz Giants: The Life and Times of  Duke Ellington, Wednesday, 
August 29, 6:00 pm
All lectures will be held in the Hackley Reading Room at the 
Main Library and are free and open to the public.  

National Automotive History Collection
Automotive Authors Book Fair
The NAHC’s annual Automotive Authors Book Fair was 
held on Saturday, November 19, at the Skillman Branch 
Library.  Eighteen authors participated in the book fair, as did 
representatives from Wayne State University Press and SAE 
(Society for Automotive Engineers) International publishing.  
The Friends of  the NAHC hosted a reception in the reading 
room for authors and invited guests immediately following 
the event.

Holiday Reception and Collectible Vehicle Presentation
The NAHC’s annual holiday reception, hosted by the Friends 
of  the NAHC, was held on Thursday, December 8, from 6:00 
pm - 8:00 pm, at the Skillman Branch Library.  The reception 
included the formal announcement of  the Chevrolet Volt as 
the “Collectible Vehicle of  the Future,” and the presentation 
of  the award to John Hughes, Marketing Manager of  the 
Chevrolet Volt.   The Volt was selected for the award by 
the membership of  the Friends of  the NAHC from 23 new 
vehicles launched in 2011.  A Volt was on display at the 
entrance of  the Skillman Library for the duration of  the 
event.

Collection Open for Research
The NAHC received a donation of  scrapbooks from Ken 
Schivone and Daniel Diebel in September.  The “Gerber 
Collection” documents the history of  the motor vehicle 
from 1860 to 1962 in 82 loose-leaf  binders. The first binder 
covers 1860 to 1899; one or two binders cover each year 
thereafter. The scrapbooks include manufacturer’s brochures, 
newspaper articles and photographs, advertisements, original 
photographs and prints, and some specifications and pricing 
information. Automobiles and trucks are represented for each 
year.

Submitted by Mark Bowden

Have you read an 
interesting book that 
relates to archives, 
history, or your work?  
How about sharing a 
brief write-up for “New 
Book Alert” in the next 
Open Entry newsletter?

Email your co‐editors: rbizonet@gmail.com 
or bdewolfe@umich.edu
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Do you have “Little-
Known Collections” 
that you’d like to share?  
If so, we encourage 
you to write a brief 
description for the next 
Open Entry newsletter!

Email your co‐editors: rbizonet@gmail.com or 
bdewolfe@umich.edu

Michigan State University
University Archives & Historical Collections
101 Conrad Hall
888 Wilson Rd, Rm 101
East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1327
(517) 355-2330 
Fax: (517) 353-9319
Email: archives@msu.edu
Website: http://arch ives.msu.edu
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MSUarchives
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 - 5:00, 
Wednesday 10:00 - 5:00

Staff  Changes
The University Archives and Historical Collections (UAHC) 
is directly involved in a reorganization of  MSU’s central IT 
services unit. UAHC director Cynthia Ghering is assuming 
new responsibilities as head of  the Content and Collaboration 
support team. Ghering will manage the University’s desktop 
support, digital repositories, and web team, in addition to 
being director of  the University Archives. Public Services 
Archivist Portia Vescio will now manage day-to-day activities 
of  the archives as well as coordinate reference, instruction, 
and outreach activities. 

Tom Wellman joined the Archives staff  in October 2011 as 
the University Records Manager. Wellman was the Records 
Manager for the State of  Maryland and prior to that he 
served as a records analyst with the Commonwealth of  
Virginia for five years. He has a master’s degree in library 
science and over sixteen years of  experience in librarianship 
and records management. University Records Archivist 
Whitney Miller is moving into a new role as the Lead 
Processing Archivist, coordinating the processing and 
description of  several new large research collections.  

Recent Acquisitions
MSU Archives & Historical Collections recently received a 
substantial addition to the Paul Honigsheim papers.  The 
seven cubic feet of  new material include correspondence, 
publications of  Honigsheim, and copies of  World War I 
French prison camp newsletters.  Honigsheim was a professor 
at MSU who taught sociology, ethnology, and cultural 
anthropology.  

Spartan Archive 
Work continued on the NHPRC-funded Spartan Archive 
project to create a preservation environment for MSU’s 
electronic records of  enduring value, beginning with four 
database record series from the Office of  the Registrar. 
Activities conducted in 2011 included a survey of  user 
needs and expectations, appraisal of  the databases to be 
preserved, data extraction and transmission, and the creation 
of  metadata definitions. Fedora was chosen as the repository 
software, with iRODS to manage the permanent archive. 
Use of  the PLANETS SIARD tool for preserving database 
records is being explored, and a prototype access interface has 
been developed. An electronic records processing workflow 
is under development. Project documentation includes drafts 
of  a systems requirement document, database models, XML 
schema for data extraction, and documents for architecture 
design, ingest and access processes, and a server layout plan. 
For links to more information and documentation, visit the 
Spartan Archive project website at http://spartanarchive.
wordpress.com. 

Past Activities
UAHC is now using Archivists’ Toolkit (AT) to create item-
level inventories of  university publications.  Replacing paper 
cards, AT allows staff  to track title changes and to identify 
missing issues more easily.

As NSF and other funders now require data management 
plans in grant proposals, UAHC has become involved in 
a number of  initiatives that support the MSU research 
community. In partnership with the MSU libraries, Ghering 
and Lisa Schmidt have been teaching faculty seminars on 
research data management. Ghering is a member of  a 
campus-wide Research Data Task Force and Schmidt is 
working with MSU libraries staff  to provide direct data 
management support to researchers. 

In August, at the SAA 2011 Research Forum, Ghering 
delivered the presentation “Spartan Archive: A Program in 
Transition,” and Ed Busch presented two posters: “Using 
Archivists’ Toolkit for Records Management” and “Archiving 
Michigan State University’s Website: Appraisal, Inventory, 
and Selection of  University Web Properties.” Ghering also 
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Save the Date!
Friday April 20, 2012

MAA Annual Business Meeting during the 
Midwest Archives Conference 

in Grand Rapids

presented “Spartan Archive: Archiving Institutional Data” at 
the Best Practices Exchange in October. 

UAHC staff  publications included “Digital Curation Planning 
at Michigan State University,” an article in the April 2011 
issue of  Library Resources and Technical Services (LRTS), by 
Schmidt, Ghering, and MSU librarian Shawn Nicholson. 
Schmidt’s article “Preserving the H-Net E-Mail Lists: A 
Case Study in Trusted Digital Repository Assessment” was 
published in the Spring 2011 issue of  The American Archivist. 
Vescio’s article “From Scrapbook to Facebook: Using Social 
Media in Archival Instruction,” was published in the Journal 
for the Society of  North Carolina Archivists, Volume 9, Number 1, 
Fall 2011.

In February 2012, Vescio was the keynote speaker at the 
Lansing Rotary Club meeting.  Her presentation was called 
“Freshmen Beware: A History of  the Freshman-Sophomore 
Class Rivalry.” Later in February, Vescio and archival assistant 
Megan Badgley spent the day at the Marble Elementary 
School in East Lansing. They worked with kids from 
kindergarten through 4th grade on topics relating to personal, 
MSU, and Michigan history. In March, Vescio taught an 
adult education class through the Evening College program 
at MSU.  In this class, entitled “Family Archivist: Caring for 

Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Ave.
Detroit, MI  48202
(313) 577-4024 
Fax: (313) 577-4300
Email:  reutherreference@wayne.edu
Website: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib
Hours:  Monday and Tuesday 11:00-6:45, Wednesday through 
Friday 9:00-4:45, closed Saturday and Sunday

The Reuther has completed its one-year pilot program, in 
which students in the School of  Library and Information 
Science at Wayne State held weeklong technical internships 
during breaks in the academic calendar. With a combination 
of  one-time projects and ongoing initiatives, students have 
helped further electronic access to the Reuther collections by 
converting finding aids into EAD, cataloging library materials 
using MARC, adding metadata, and digitizing audiovisual 
resources. While most students move on after their one-week 
term, some have remained in a volunteer capacity for several 
months. As an example of  their hard work, 400 EAD finding 
aids have been created to date, totaling one third of  the 
finding aids available. Orchestrated to be a skill builder for 

Family Treasures,” Vescio described how to preserve and 
to store family photographs, albums, and other keepsakes 
properly. She also talked about what could be done with these 
keepsakes after disaster strikes.

Upcoming Activities
Electronic Records Archivist Ed Busch will be giving 
a presentation at MAC 2012 as part of  the “Web Site 
Preservation: Archival Principles and Strategies” panel 
on Friday, April 20.  Schmidt’s presentation will be about 
the Spartan Archive project during the session “Digital 
Preservation Comes of  Age: Reports from the Field” on 
Saturday, April 21.

In January 2012, UAHC joined the Twitterverse! Follow @
msuarchives for more information on events and MSU 
history.  The Archives@MSU blog (http://msuarchives.
wordpress.com) provides information on current events, 
public hours, and news about the collections. We can also be 
found on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MSUarchives.

Submitted by Portia Vescio

soon-to-be graduates, the successful program is expected to 
continue in 2012.

The Reuther recently opened the AFSCME (American 
Federation of  State, County and Municipal Employees) 
Office of  the Secretary-Treasurer: William Lucy Records. 
Having served as secretary-treasurer from 1972-2010, Lucy’s 
records document decades of  activities and operations 
of  AFSCME International, the Office of  the Secretary-
Treasurer, and AFSCME’s state and local councils. They also 
convey the actions of  William Lucy in a number of  labor and 
civil rights organizations, including TransAfrica, the NAACP, 
CBTU, PSI, and the AFL-CIO.

Catch up with the latest Reuther news on our Facebook page 
(http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib),  or read about our 
collections and special research areas on the Reuther blog 
(https://www.reuther.wayne.edu/blogarchive)

Submitted by Troy Eller
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Michigan Technological 
University
Archives and Copper Country Historical 
Collections
J. Robert Van Pelt and Opie Library
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1295
(906) 487-2505
Fax: (906) 487-2357
Email: copper@mtu.edu
Website: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives
Hours: Fall/Spring, Monday and Friday 10:00 - 5:00, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday 12:00 - 5:00; Summer, Monday 
10:00 - 5:00, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 12:00 - 5:00, 
Friday 10:00 - 4:00.  The department is closed for major 
holidays and university closures.  Researchers are advised to 
call in advance of  arrival to ensure access.

Michigan Tech Archives Manuscript Collections 
Now Searchable

A group of  new online search tools has enhanced the search 
and discovery of  historical records in the collections of  the 
Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper 
Country Historical Collections in Houghton, Michigan. The 
improved access is the result of  a two-year project to improve 
description of  the Archives’ extensive holdings of  regional 
manuscript material. The initiative was funded through a 
$167,600 grant from the National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission, a division of  the National Archives and 
Records Administration.

During the project, Archives’ staff  conducted a box-level 

survey of  the entire collection, totaling more than 7,000 cubic 
feet and including personal papers, diaries, organizational 
records, business materials, mining company records, maps, 
newspapers, and other historical documents. The project 
identified more than 700 discrete collections and created 
standardized descriptions providing information about the 
size, content, and dates of  coverage for each collection.

These descriptions are accessible to potential researchers 
throughout the world via a number of  online tools.  A full 
listing of  the collections, including collection number, title, 
and brief  description, is now available on the Michigan 
Tech Archives blog: http://blogs.mtu.edu/archives/nhprc-
cataloging-project/collection-registers/.

Catalog records for the collection are also available on 
the Voyager catalog at Michigan Tech’s Van Pelt and Opie 
Library: http://ils.lib.mtu.edu/vwebv/searchAdvanced.  
Visitors can limit their searches by the location “Archives 
Manuscript Collection.”  These records allow searches of  
collection names, keywords in their brief  descriptions and 
histories, and also using standardized subject headings.
Versions of  these catalog records are also searchable through 
WorldCat, an international bibliographic database maintained 
by the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC), a global 
cooperative of  libraries, archives, and museums. The general 
public can search the main WorldCat catalog: http://www.
worldcat.org/. Participating OCLC member institutions may 
also search these records through the FirstSearch version of  
WorldCat, which allows researchers to limit type to “Archival 
Materials” and limit availability to library code “EZT” for 
Michigan Tech archival collection records.

Submitted by Erik Nordberg

Army cadets in the military-mining 
course at the Michigan College of  
Mines visited the Quincy mine in 
1918.  Image #MTU-166-03-0001 
from collection MTU-166, Michigan 
Mining School Administrative 
Records, courtesy Michigan Tech 
Archives.
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Walter P. Reuther Library
Archives of  Labor and Urban Affairs

University Archives
5401 Cass Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48202

Director
Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University

Wayne State University seeks a dynamic individual with outstanding leadership skills for the position of  director of  the Walter 
P. Reuther Library. Reporting to the Dean of  University Libraries, the director serves as the primary administrator of  the 
Archives of  Labor and Urban Affairs and the Wayne State University Archives. The successful candidate will be an innovative 
and accomplished professional skilled in managing organizational change and evolving technologies pertinent to archival 
collections.  A vision for building partnerships across Wayne State and within both the labor movement and the Detroit 
metropolitan community is essential. 

The Walter P. Reuther Library is the premier labor archive in North America and an essential destination for research in its 
main subject areas. The Archives of  Labor and Urban Affairs collects, preserves, and provides access to the documentary and 
visual heritage of  the American labor movement, related reform movements, and influential individuals. Numerous union and 
working class organizations, African Americans, and women in the labor movement, as well as dissident, social, and political 
reform movements are well-documented within its holdings. Extensive collections on the history of  Detroit encompass urban 
development, social welfare, health care, education, politics, civil rights, women’s rights, and community life.  The Wayne State 
University Archives is the university’s official historical repository. 

The Reuther Library staff  includes 15 full-time archivists. Holdings comprise over 75,000 linear feet of  historical records from 
2,000 discrete collections. Among these are 2 million negatives and photographic prints, 7,500 moving images, 12,000 sound 
recordings, 2,000 posters, 750 oral histories, 12,000 books and periodicals in addition to an extensive collection of  subject 
files, convention proceedings, and published contracts. Current initiatives involve expanding electronic systems, enhancing 
collection discovery, offering creative online content, and instituting a vibrant oral history center. 

Qualifications: Required: ALA-accredited MLIS/MLS or advanced degree in the social sciences with completed advanced 
coursework in archival management; substantive managerial or leadership experience in archives or special collections; strong 
commitment to public service; collection development and donor relations expertise; experience in effective planning and 
budgeting; successful track record in project development, fundraising and grant writing; excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills; demonstrated success in team building and strategic planning; strong commitment to fostering the growth 
and development of  others; substantial understanding of  the description, management, preservation and delivery of  digital 
assets; evidence of  scholarly engagement, publications or presentations; and participation in professional organizations. 
Preferred qualifications include ACA or ICRM certification; subject knowledge in American labor and/or urban history.

Founded in 1868, Wayne State University is a nationally recognized urban research institution offering more than 370 academic 
programs through its 13 schools and colleges to over 30,000 students. Located in midtown Detroit, the city’s Cultural Center, 
Wayne State’s main campus consists of  102 buildings that span over 200 acres, and its five extension centers offer higher 
education to people throughout Southeast Michigan.  Annual research expenditures for the university exceed $250 million.

Application Procedure: Nominations or questions regarding this position may be directed via email to Virginia C. Thomas, 
Director, Arthur Neef  Law Library, at virginiathomas@wayne.edu. For consideration, please submit electronically a complete 
resume and letter of  interest including contact information for at least 3 professional references to posting #038394 on Wayne 
State University’s ONLINE HIRING SYSTEM at https://jobs.wayne.edu. Applications will be accepted until the position is 
filled.

Wayne State University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Employment Opportunity employer, which complies with all applicable federal 
and state laws regarding nondiscrimination and affirmative action. Wayne State University is committed to a policy of  nondiscrimination 
and equal opportunity for all personas regardless of  race, sex, color, religion, national origin, age disability or veteran status, or any other 
characteristic protected by applicable law.
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Editors’ Note
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe
Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com, bdewolfe@umich.edu 

Welcoming MAC to Michigan

Dear Fellow MAA members,

The most memorable and enjoyable conferences are the ones where the local hosts really outdid themselves in showing their 
hospitality. The MAC Local Arrangements Committee is hoping for a sizable Michigan showing at this meeting and 40th 
anniversary celebration, and hopes to see you all there. We are asking for your help to donate $5, $10, $25, or more to enable 
us to provide memorable hospitality to our fellow MAC members who will experience our unique area.* As hosts to the MAC 
Annual Meeting, MAA members have a unique opportunity to show that we are proud of  Grand Rapids and we are very glad 
to welcome attendees to our state.

Thank you very much for your consideration. Let’s show the MAC membership what great hosts WE are!
     
     2012 Local Arrangements Committee co-chairs, 
     Nancy Richard, Grand Valley State University
     Portia Vescio, Michigan State University

* For an online donation go to https://midwestarc.memberclicks.net and donate as a MAC member or as a guest. For a donation form by 
mail, contact Pam Berrington at pam.berrington@amway.com or 616-787-1422.

Greetings,

We would like to thank our contributors not just for sending their news, but for doing so on a tighter than usual deadline.  We 
wanted to provide as much information as possible about MAA’s activities and upcoming plans prior to its earlier than usual 
annual business meeting at MAC.

Speaking of  MAA’s meeting brings up a very important topic–the future of  Open Entry.  We hope that you will consider the 
matter very carefully, weigh in on the discussion, and most importantly, vote, either in person in Grand Rapids, or by sending 
in your ballot.  It is very important to us that Open Entry serve its readers in the best way possible.

No matter what the final decision on the format of  the newsletter may be, this summer will see a third issue of  Open Entry, in 
which we hope to include more of  your repository news, especially from those who were not able to make the deadline this 
time, as well as longer articles and items for the regular features.  (We have been very pleased to hear how much some readers 
enjoy the “Mystery Photo” feature, even if  no one has yet had their photo identified!)

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to our outgoing president, Whitney Miller, for her many years of  dedicated 
service to MAA, the past three of  them as president.  Board membership requires a great deal of  time from its volunteers, 
especially the president, who must keep track of  all initiatives, decisions, and committees.  Many thanks, Whitney!

As always, we are very grateful to Cynthia R. Miller, our production editor, for her creativity and dedication. We hope that you 
enjoy her recent innovations in some of  the layout and design features as much as we do.  See you at MAC!

Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe 
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c/o Susan Panak, MAA Treasurer
Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library
Spring Arbor University
106 E. Main Street
Spring Arbor, MI 49283

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Mystery Photograph
Submitted by Bob Garrett, Archives of Michigan

Do you recognize anyone in these photos 
or have ideas about why they were made?
Do you have a Mystery Photo to share?
Contact the Editors (bdewolfe@umich.edu or 
rbizonet@gmail.com)

This	pair	of	photos	has	handwriting	on	the	back	of	
each	which	reads	as	follows:	“St.	Johns	Merchant’s	
Ball	Game	(?).”		Apparently,	then,	the	photos	may	
or	may	not	have	been	taken	at	something	called	
the	“Merchant’s	Ball	Game.”		Said	ball	game	was	
presumably	held	in	St.	Johns,	Michigan,	which	is	
just	north	of	Lansing.		A	date	of	“circa	1890”	is	also	
provided.		That’s	all	we	have.


