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President’s 
Column
By Kristin Chinery

Kristen Chinery, President of  MAA.

Not only did Beaver Island turn out to be a very special 
and memorable conference for many of  us, it was 
also where you bestowed upon me the great honor 
of  becoming MAA’s 24th president (complete with a 
pink tiara!).  I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend a heartfelt thank-you to Whitney Miller for her 
many years of  dedicated service, both on and off  the 
board.  Whitney successfully navigated several difficult 
challenges as president and her leadership strengthened 
the organization.  

This year saw a slight departure from our normal 
conference agenda.  In an effort to assist MAA members 
and our colleagues in MAC, given these difficult 
economic times, we decided to hold a business meeting 
during MAC’s annual meeting in April instead of  a full 
conference.  We offer special thanks to Sarah Roberts 
for coordinating the logistics.  This arrangement proved 
to be beneficial for many of  our members, as they were 
able to attend two professional events for the price 
of  one.  This year’s business meeting was particularly 
important, as the membership voted on whether to 
continue to offer a print version of  Open Entry (the 
membership voted yes by a razor-thin margin).  We 
also elected Melinda Isler as vice president/president 
elect, Cheney Schopieray as secretary, Elizabeth Skene 
and Carol Vandenberg as members-at-large, and Diane 
Hatfield as conference coordinator.  The Nominating 
Committee had their hands full this year and should be 
proud of  a job well done!

The 2013 annual meeting will resume its normal 
schedule and format in June when MAA returns to 
Ann Arbor, the site of  one of  our most well attended 
conferences.  Conference Coordinator Diane Hatfield, 
Local Arrangements Chair Elizabeth Skene, and 

Program Chair Melinda Isler are already hard at work 
planning a spectacular event.  Please contact Melinda 
with any suggestions for speakers, sessions, or workshop 
ideas. 

Planning is also underway for MAA’s fall workshop.  
This year we are partnering with the Historical Society 
of  Michigan to bring you a half-day workshop on 
exhibits for the budget challenged.  Many thanks 
to Larry Wagenaar and the HSM staff  for their 
outstanding efforts and assistance.  We are hoping 
to cultivate like partnerships and develop additional 
collaborative opportunities to expand quality educational 
programming for our membership.

Save the Date!
Thursday-Friday, June 20-21, 2013

MAA Annual Meeting 
in Ann Arbor
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history and from Wayne State with 
an MLIS and Graduate Certificate in 
Archival Administration.  

3. What sorts of  duties do you perform 
at your workplace?

I’m a “lone arranger,” so 
basically anything and everything!

4. Why were you interested in serving on 
the MAA board?

I’ve been more peripherally 
involved in MAA for a few years.  
I’ve presented at a few of  the 
meetings and been on the program 
committee.  When a position opened 
up, I thought I would take it.  I also 
like seeing other Michigan archivists 
on a more routine basis, since I’m 
usually by myself!
 
5. What would you like to see 

accomplished in the next year?

I’m looking forward to a great 
fall workshop and the 2013 annual 
meeting. 

Nicole Garrett, January 2011.

Editors’ note: Over the last year, the 
MAA board has seen three new (or 
returning) faces whom we’ve not yet had 
a chance to recognize with more than a 
passing mention within these pages:  Nicole 
Garrett, Karen Jania, and Elizabeth 
Skene. We’ll be profiling them in this and 
a future issue, as a way of  introducing 
them to MAA’s membership.

Nicole Garrett was appointed a 
Member-at-Large in December 
2011 by the MAA board.  She is 
brand new to the board. I asked her 
to answer a few questions for this 
profile, and she happily obliged.  –
Rebecca Bizonet

1. Where do you work and how long 
have you been there? 
 
I work for Albion College and 

have been there a little over two 
years.

2. Where did you grow up and where did 
you go to school?

 I grew up in the Lansing area.  I 
graduated from MSU with a B.A. in 

Have you read an interesting book 
that relates to archives, history, or your 
work?  How about sharing a brief write-
up for “New Book Alert” in the next 
Open Entry newsletter? 

Email your co-editors: rbizonet@gmail.com or 
bdewolfe@umich.edu

Volunteer for the 
Conference Committee:

• Conference Coordinator, Diane Hatfield
dhatfld@umich.edu

• Program Chair, Melinda McMartin Isler
MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

• Local Arrangements Chair , Elizabeth Skene
eskene@accesscommunity.org

6. (Bonus Round!) Other interesting 
facts: 

  In other professional arenas, 
Nicole is also vendor coordinator 
for Midwest Archives Conference.

New Board Member Interview: 
Five Questions for Nicole Garrett
With Rebecca Bizonet, Open Entry Co-editor
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com
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New Book Alert
Medieval Intrigue: Decoding Royal Conspiracies  
(London:  Continuum, 2010), 400 pp.
By Patrick Galligan, William L. Clements Library, The University of Michigan

Thank You, Whitney!
Submitted By Carol Vandenberg
on behalf of the MAA Board

Whitney Miller at MAA’s 2011 
Beaver Island conference.

Perhaps the most 
interesting parts 

of  Ian Mortimer’s new book Medieval 
Intrigue: Decoding Royal Conspiracies are 
not his conclusions regarding the fate 
of  King Edward II, but the methods 
he uses to arrive at them.  This book 
covers a number of  historical topics 
ranging from Edward III’s relationship 
with moneylenders and rules governing 
the British crown to Mortimer’s 
theory that Edward II did not die at 
Berkeley Castle, and instead fled to 
South Wales, where he lived under the 
assumed identity of  William de Galeys.  
Mortimer’s argument for Edward II’s 
escape and secret life hinges upon 
a primary source commonly called 
the Fieschi Letter, first discovered 
by a French archivist in the 1870s.  
Archivists may find the discussion of  
this letter and the practice of  reading 
of  historical documents most relevant.  
The provenance of  the Fieschi Letter 
is clear, and various tests have proven 
that it is authentic to its time; however, 
it was the first contemporary medieval 
document that posited Edward II as 
being alive and traveling around Europe.

Mortimer’s discussion of  primary texts 
reminds archivists and researchers 
that we must be careful about our 
own prejudices and opinions when 
describing and arranging historical 
documents, in order to provide an 
impartial view of  history.  Speaking of  
historians, he writes, “We must ‘shed 
all prejudices and preconceptions 
and approach the documents with a 
completely open mind’.”(19)  This 
statement is just as true for archivists as 
for historians; we must strive to uphold 

the impartiality of  each document in 
order to present a fair and balanced 
vision of  historical events. Expanding 
on his earlier statement, Mortimer 
claims, “In assessing the veracity of  
archival certainties, it is essential to 
understand that it is not ‘the evidence’ 
that we need to verify – all evidence 
is ‘true’ in the sense that it proceeds 
from the past – it is the veracity of  
the information contained within that 
evidence.”(24)  While the veracity of  
the content in the Fieschi Letter may 
be questionable, as many opponents of  
Mortimer’s work have pointed out, it 
sparked a historical debate that still lasts 
today.  Medieval Intrigue contends that 
historians working with primary archival 
sources, which an archivist has cared 
for with integrity, can make statements 
with certainty about events because 
archivists have taken proper care to 
provide the best level of  description 
and arrangement of  a collection.(34)

Ultimately, you may not believe 
Mortimer’s somewhat far-fetched 
claim that Edward II wandered 
around the British countryside for 
years after his reported death, but the 
way he approaches primary sources is 
refreshing.  The author’s treatment of  
archival sources serves as a pleasant 
reminder about the importance of  an 
archivist’s work, and how this work can 
help shape historical theory.  Medieval 
Intrigue: Decoding Royal Conspiracies may 
not be the next summer blockbuster 
read, as Mortimer writes it for academic 
audiences, but it serves as a reminder 
of  the importance of  archival integrity.  
Mortimer bases each one of  his theories 
on readings of  primary sources (they 
are all medieval scholars have).  Without 
the certainty that archivists have taken 
the utmost care to provide for the 
authenticity of  his sources, he would 
not be able to come to the conclusions 
that he does.

This spring, MAA had a reception at 
MAC rather than an annual meeting.  
Those members who did not attend 
may not know that Whitney Miller 
completed her term as MAA President.  
We would like to thank Whitney for her 
leadership service to our organization 
over the past three years.  She assumed 
the role of  president earlier than 
expected when we needed her.  She was 
instrumental in offering educational 
opportunities to our members, such as 

webinars and a workshop on disaster 
planning.  Thank you, Whitney, for your 
efforts and service to MAA!
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News from Your Board of Directors
     Get involved in MAA! 
Consult our website for more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board: 
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ See page 2 for contact information

MAA Business Meeting Report
By Cheney Schopieray, MAA Secretary

Ways MAA Is Communicating 
With You!
By Melinda McMartin Isler, MAA Vice President/
President Elect  & Editor, MAA OnlineThe Michigan Archival Association annual business meeting 

took place at 5:30 on April 20, 2012, in the beautiful Gerald 
R. and Betty Ford Presidential Ballroom of  the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids.  Outgoing MAA 
President Whitney Miller provided members with a summary 
of  the organization’s recent accomplishments and future 
plans, especially noting our successful fall 2011 disaster 
planning workshop, the expansion of  our online presence 
via the MAA blog and Facebook page, and the possibility 
for upcoming MAA assistance with digital archives training 
opportunities.

Perhaps the most significant decision reached at this year’s 
annual meeting related to the distribution format for Open 
Entry.  The MAA board and membership deliberated on 
whether or not to discontinue the print version of  Open Entry 
for roughly two years.  In order to resolve the discussion, the 
board called for a vote and mailed ballots in early 2012.  Two 
members counted the votes at the business meeting, with the 
following results:  33 for continuing the print version, 31 for 
discontinuing the print version, and 1 abstention.  MAA will 
continue to produce the print version of  Open Entry.  The 
significant number of  member responses and the narrow 
margin of  votes reflect the divisiveness of  the issue.

The results of  the annual election for board positions are:  
Melinda Isler, Vice President/President Elect (2012-2014); 
Cheney J. Schopieray, Secretary (2012-2014); Diane Hatfield, 
Conference Coordinator (2012-2014); Elizabeth Skene, 
Member-at-Large (2012-2015); and Carol Vandenberg, 
Member-at-Large (2012-2015).  

Incoming MAA President Kristen 
Chinery (see photo at left) concluded 
the meeting by re-emphasizing 
future plans to collaborate with 
other organizations and to support 
continuing education, workshops, and 
programs to assist students.

While our newsletter will maintain its print format, MAA 
continues to expand our electronic horizon in terms of  how 
we communicate with our members. One of  the difficulties has 
been getting our members to communicate using Facebook 
and the blog.  We encourage you to post any/all news, events, 
and questions to our various channels, or to comment on the 
items that have been posted.  Photos are also welcome.  Also, 
if  we are not posting the information that you need, what 
information would you like the board to present? Do you 
want something to appear on a regular schedule, or just when 
needed?

Our Facebook page is up to 26 likes!  We are also linking the 
page to the institutional Facebook pages of  our members and 
Michigan archival/historical institutions.   We have successfully 
migrated to the new timeline format.  Because of  the need for 
horizontal photos, we are seeking photos from our members.  
The conference photos taken in Grand Rapids didn’t extend 
well horizontally, so we would appreciate new ones.  I started 
out by posting a World War I photo of  the entire class of  Ferris 
Institute in front of  Old Main (now Ferris State University).  
It also includes a shot of  our founder Woodbridge Ferris, a 
former governor of  Michigan.  I would like to have rotating 
series of  photos contributed from as many of  our members as 
possible.  They should be 836 pixels wide and in jpg format.  
They can be emailed to me at islerm@ferris.edu.

The blog has been updated to reflect changes in the 
membership of  the board.  A special welcome to our new 
board member Elizabeth Skene, re-elected board member Carol 
Vandenberg, and Conference Coordinator Diane Hatfield.  As 
information becomes available on the 2013 annual meeting, we 
will be updating you.

The MAA listserv is migrating from the State Archives of  
Michigan to a new platform.  If  you would like to continue 
to receive the emails, you will need to sign up again.  Please 
sign up by going to this link http://list.msu.edu/cgi-bin/
wa?SUBED1=MAA-L&A=1.  You will be taken to a website to 
enter your name and email address, and to select your options 
for the mailing list.  If  you have any questions about signing up, 
please contact Sarah Roberts at rober472@msu.edu. We will 
post this information on the blog and Facebook page, too.
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MAA Fall Workshop
By Melinda McMartin Isler, MAA Vice President/
President Elect  & Editor, MAA-Online

We are pleased to announce a special workshop co-sponsored 
by the Historical Society of  Michigan and Michigan Archival 
Association to be held on Friday, November 16th at the 
Historical Society of  Michigan’s main office located at 5815 
Executive Dr. in Lansing.

Open Entry Vote 
at 2012 MAA Business Meeting
By Kristen Chinery, MAA President

Fabricating Professional Exhibits for Under $500
Presented by Tamara Barnes, Historical Society of  Michigan

Building professional-looking exhibits on a shoe-string 
budget has actually gotten easier in recent years with the 
many advances in graphic design and printing technologies. 
The presenter will discuss several low-cost options for 
designing and mounting displays. Using examples from her 
experiences working in small museums, Barnes will take 
participants through multiple project budgets—all under 
$500. Participants will also have a chance to practice several 
tricks of  the trade, including foam-core mounting and vinyl 
letter application.

Workshop runs 9 am to noon.  MAA Members $39
To register online visit www.hsmichigan.org/maa

The Historical Society of  Michigan
5815 Executive Dr.
Lansing, MI 48911
Phone: (517) 324-1828
FAX: (517) 324-4370
Email: hsm@hsmichigan.org
Website: www.hsmichigan.org  

Workshop participants at the Historical Society of  Michigan in Lansing.

After nearly two years of  careful consideration by the board 
and thoughtful feedback from the membership, the issue 
of  whether to move Open Entry to an exclusively electronic 
format was put to a vote at the MAA business meeting.  
Ballots were mailed to all members and could either be 
returned via mail or submitted in person at the business 
meeting held in April during this year’s MAC Conference in 
Grand Rapids.  The issues to consider before voting were also 
distributed in advance and included printing costs, access, 
user comfort, and permanence.  In addition, members were 
invited to post comments on the MAA blog or listserv.  A 
total of  65 valid ballots were received – 49 via mail and 16 
at the business meeting.  The question of  whether or not to 
continue the distribution of  the print version of  Open Entry 
passed by a margin of  two, with 33 members voting yes, 31 
voting no, and one member abstaining.

SAVE THE DATE! 
MAA Annual Meeting 2013!

Submitted by Melinda McMartin Isler

The 2013 Michigan Archival Association 
annual meeting will be held on Thursday and Friday, June 
20 and 21st in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  More information 
to follow.  For any suggestions on programs, speakers, or 
workshops, please contact Program Committee chair Melinda 
McMartin Isler, MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

Do you have “Little-Known 
Collections” that you’d like to share?  
If so, we encourage you to write a brief 
description for the next Open Entry 
newsletter!

Email your co-editors: rbizonet@gmail.com or 
bdewolfe@umich.edu
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Michigan 
Collections

Archives of  the Archdiocese of  
Detroit
1234 Washington Boulevard
Detroit, Michigan 48226-1875
(313) 237-5846
Fax: (313) 237-5791
Email: archives@aod.org
Website: http://www.aod.org/parishes/sacramental-records/
Closed to in-person researchers; for research requests, call or 
email the Archives.

The Archives of  the Archdiocese of  Detroit is announcing that, 
with immediate effect, the Archives will be closed to in-person 
researchers. The closure is due to space issues and ongoing 
long-term projects. 

This closure does not affect the services the Archives provides 
in regards to sacramental certificates or transcript requests 
from closed schools.  In addition, the Archives will continue 
to respond to genealogical requests which can be made via the 
Archdiocese of  Detroit website or by contacting the Archives.

Researchers may submit specific questions to the Archives.  
Staff  will try to provide the requested research from the 
collections, but extensive research is not something staff  can 
perform at this time.  

For questions about this policy or anything else regarding the 
Archives, please email archives@aod.org or phone (313) 237-
5846.

Submitted by Heidi Christein

Archives of  the Detroit Conference
of  the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison Street
Adrian, Michigan 49221
(517) 265-5161, ext. 4429
Email: dcumcarchives@adrian.edu
Website: http://www.adrian.edu/library/about/methodist.php
Hours: By appointment only.

The Detroit Conference Archives contains the records of  
the conference, its districts, and local Methodist churches in 
the eastern half  of  the Lower Peninsula and the entire Upper 
Peninsula along with personal papers of  clergy and others.  
The Commission on Archives and History, which runs the 
Archives, opened up the job search for a permanent archivist 
in November and performed interviews in early December.  
Rebecca McNitt, who had been serving as interim archivist 
since the departure of  Matthew May in March 2011, was 
hired as the permanent archivist, beginning January 1, 2012.

Current Projects
Rebecca and her volunteers continue to work on a number of  
projects, including the following:
• Assisting a steady stream of  researchers from among the 
delegates to the annual meeting of  the Detroit Conference 
at Adrian College in May.  Topics ranged from the history of  
specific local churches, to Methodist missions serving Native 
Americans, to the career of  former Methodist Protestant 
minister William C. Helmbold.
• Handling written and oral reference requests focusing on 
church histories, clergy members, and vital records of  those 
churches that have sent their records to the archives.
• Completing the organization and description of  the local 
church files.
• Beginning work on the processing backlog (two hundred 
linear feet)  located in the annex.
• Adding Evangelical United Brethren Church clergy 
information into our clergy files.
• Working on the launch of  a new website.
• Creating finding aids for the records of  First United 
Methodist Church of  Pontiac, WMRP Methodist Radio 
Parish, Mt. Clemens Korean United Methodist Church, and 

the Michigan and Western Michigan Conferences of  the 
Methodist Protestant Church, to name but a few.
• Continuing to restore order in the post-flood archives.

When our website is launched, it will include information 
about the Archives and the history of  Methodism in 
Michigan.  It will also include finding aids, indexes, and 
digitized holdings.  We are also planning on creating a 
Facebook page for the Archives to help increase public 
awareness of  our existence. 

Recent Acquisitions
• Additions to the collections for the following United 
Methodist Churches:  Pontiac First, Riverview, and Bay City 
Salem.
• Additions to the collection for the now defunct Detroit 
East District.

Submitted by Rebecca McNitt
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Bentley Historical Library
The University of  Michigan
1150 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-2113
(734) 764-3482   
Fax: (734) 936-1333
Email: bentley.ref@umich.edu
Website: http://www.bentley.umich.edu/
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 - 5:00; September to 
April also open Saturday 9:00 - 12:00.

New Accessions:
Circulo Mutualista Mexicano records, 1926-1947 (4 volumes).  
The Circulo Mutualista Mexicano was founded in Detroit in 
1923 to provide both social and cultural services for Detroit’s 
Mexican American community.  The collection consists of  
secretary’s books (in Spanish) including meeting minutes. 

Michael Daugherty papers, 1973-2011 (24 linear feet).  Michael 
Daugherty, an internationally renowned composer and 
professor of  composition at the University of  Michigan 
School of  Music, Theatre & Dance, graduated from North 
Texas State University, the Manhattan School of  Music, and 
Yale University.  The composer of  numerous symphonies, 
chamber ensembles, concerti, and other works, Daugherty 
received the Kennedy Center’s Feldheim Award, a Fulbright 
Fellowship, and numerous other awards and grants.  His 
papers include compositions and original scores for most 
of  his early compositions, as well as for many of  his later 
works, including the Metropolis Symphony, Desi, and Motor City 
Triptych.  Other materials documenting Daugherty’s musical 
career include correspondence, reviews, previews, programs, 
brochures, and notes.  The collection also includes notes, 
exams, papers, grant and fellowship applications, and a 
scrapbook/album that documents Daugherty’s education and 
academic career.

John L. Kavanaugh papers, 1970-2011, bulk 1990s-2000s (4 linear 
feet).  Kavanaugh is a Detroit, Michigan, resident and social 
activist.  Active in the GLBT movement since 1968, he was a 
member of  Detroit’s Gay Liberation Front, founding member 
and first lay head of  Metropolitan Community Church of  
Detroit, Integrity, ONE, GLBT Caucus of  the Episcopal 
Church, Detroit chapter of  Black and White Men Together, 
and the Triangle Foundation of  Detroit.  Kavanaugh also has 
been active in public transit causes.  The collection includes 
correspondence, records of  organizations, conference 
materials, writings by Kavanaugh and by others, publications 
of  organizations and Kavanaugh’s self-published periodicals, 
and news clippings. 

Richard Schneidewind papers, 1899-1949 (0.25 linear feet, 
3 oversize volumes, and 2 oversize folders).  Richard 
Schneidewind was a Detroit soldier in the Philippines during 
the Spanish American War.  After the war, he recruited a 
band of  Igorot tribespeople to tour the United States and 
Europe as a group of  supposed headhunters.  The collection 
documents world’s fairs and showmanship, as well as the 
public’s fascination with our new colony.  Papers include 
a photo album, photographs, stereographs, advertising 
materials, and scrapbooks with newspaper articles and 
clippings describing Igorot Village Exhibits. 

Robert C. Stempel papers, 1965-2007 (56 linear feet, 1 oversize 
folder, and 2 motion picture reels).  Robert Stempel, 
designer and automotive engineer with the General Motors 
Corporation, later assumed increasing responsibilities within 
the company as president and chief  operating officer and 
then as chairman and chief  executive officer.  After leaving 
GM, he became chairman of  Energy Conversion Devices 
(ECD).  The Stempel collection documents his work with 
GMC and ECD and includes minutes of  meetings, company 
memoranda and correspondence, speeches and other various 
presentations, publications, and photographs and other visual 
materials.  Files from the 1970s concern the development 
of  the catalytic converter and the study of  automotive 
emissions and air pollution.  Subsequent files document his 
rise within the company and the period when he was chief  
executive officer.  The ECD files (currently closed) relate 
to the development of  the company, electric vehicles and 
other technological innovations, and to Stempel’s association 
with Stanford Ovshinsky.  Portions of  the collection detail 
Stempel’s other business and public service affiliations, 
including the National Commission Against Drunk Driving, 
the Council of  Great Lakes Industries, the Oakland County 
Business Roundtable, the Great Lakes Alliance, and President 
Bush’s presidential business delegation to Asia and the Pacific 
(1991-1992).

Helen Hornbeck Tanner papers, 1930s-2009 (14 linear feet).  
Tanner was a historian of  American Indian history and 
culture, research associate at the Newberry Library, 
secretary of  the Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs, 
and expert witness in legal cases involving Indian treaty 
rights.  The collection contains correspondence, reports, 
clippings, and printed material concerning work of  
the commission and the status of  Indians in Michigan; 
depositions and other documents in the case of  United 
States v. Michigan, a landmark Indian fishing rights case; 
professional correspondence relating to her research and to 
her involvement in issues pertaining to Indian rights; reprints 
and manuscripts of  writings; publications; and topical files 
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Robert and Bettie Metcalf  
residence, evening view, about 
1954.  This photograph is from 
the Robert C. Metcalf  collection, 
Bentley Historical Library, 
University of  Michigan.

concerning, in part, her Caddo Indian research and her 
relationship with Keewaydinoquay Peschel.

Universal Hagar’s Spiritual Church records, 1925-2012, bulk 
1999-2012 (1.3 linear feet).  Universal Hagar’s Spiritual 
Church, based in Detroit, was founded by George W. 
Hurley in 1923 in order to promote the study of  the science, 
phenomena, and philosophy of  spiritual religion.  The 
church is also affiliated with Hagar’s School of  Mediumship 
and Psychology and the Knights of  the All Seeing Eye.  
The collection includes material from the early years of  
the church’s operation, but the majority of  the collection 
documents church activities after the year 2000.  Included are 
publications, records of  annual convenings, organizational 
miscellanea, scattered correspondence, and program 
materials.

Endowment Gift:
The Meijer Foundation gave $1 million to the Bentley 
Historical Library to establish the Johanna Meijer Magoon 
Principal Archivist of  the Michigan Historical Collections.  
Mrs. Magoon, the sister of  the late Meijer chairman, 
Frederick Meijer, was a University of  Michigan alumna 
and active in many social causes including the Civil Rights 
movement.  Thomas Powers, the Division Head of  the 
Michigan Historical Collections, is the first archivist to 
hold the endowed position.  In presenting this gift, Hank 

Meijer said, “As someone who has used and benefited from 
the resources of  the Bentley Historical Collections, I’m 
particularly gratified that the Meijer family is able to play a 
role in assuring the continued strength and vitality of  the 
magnificent collection.”

Architectural Modernism at the Bentley Historical 
Library:
The Bentley Historical Library holds collections that 
represent groundbreaking architectural and landscape designs.  
These include project files, blueprints, correspondence, 
photographs, and administrative records from architects that 
designed and constructed the early 20th-century Midwestern 
built environment, established and sustained the architectural 
education program at the University of  Michigan, and forged 
and led the modernist movement. 

The baby boom and the building boom were both very much 
in full swing in Ann Arbor half  a century ago.  According 
to Ann Arbor architect Robert Metcalf, “in 1950, Ann 
Arbor seemed the best place to begin a practice based on 
contemporary house design.”  The two booms -- in life and 
lifestyle -- yielded dozens of  residential buildings designed 
by the Metcalf  firm.  These booms have given off  an echo, 
in a subsequent “boom” -- a huge and impressive growth of  
Bentley Historical Library collections relating to architectural 
modernism.  The following collections include the ideas and 
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works of  some of  the architects who have affected the built 
environment of  Michigan:  Tivadar Balogh, Edward Charles 
Bassett, Wells Bennett, Gunnar Birkerts, George B. Brigham, 
Albert Kahn, Charles W. Lane, C. Theodore Larson, Robert 
C. Metcalf, William Muschenheim, David W. Osler, Albert J. J. 
Rousseau, Walter Sanders, Louis Sullivan, and the University 
of  Michigan A. Alfred Taubman College of  Architecture 
and Urban Planning.  The staff  of  the Bentley continues to 
cultivate new collections so that the list will continue to grow. 

Romney Papers:
The papers of  George Romney and Lenore Romney have 
become very popular with researchers in the last year as their 
son, Mitt Romney, seeks the 2012 Republican nomination 
for president.  What began as a trickle in 2008 has become a 
flood, as print and television journalists from CNN, GQ, the 
Los Angeles Times, the New York Times, Time Magazine, and the 
Washington Post, look for information about Mitt’s youth and 
the influence his parents had on his life.  They also request 
photographs and audiovisual recordings to use as illustrations 
and sound bites for the publications and programs scheduled 
for print and broadcast in the fall.  Because of  the numerous 
inquiries for visual and audio media, Access and Reference 
Services has put thumbnails of  our most requested 
photographs online at http://bentley.umich.edu/refhome/
romney/ so that researchers can make informed decisions 
for ordering images.  Many of  the films have been digitized 
through the film and video preservation project and are 
available on DVD.  Check out the online digital video at 
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/guides/video/. 

Martin Luther King:
Martin Luther King visited the University of  Michigan on 
November 5, 1962.  Images found in the Michigan Media 
Resources records illustrate his speech at Hill Auditorium, 
as well as a small group discussion at the Michigan Union.  
Please visit http://bentley.umich.edu/refhome/mlk/ for 
thumbnails and information on how to order copies of  these 
photographs.

New Subject Guides:
The staff  of  Access and Reference Services has been busy 
compiling three new online subject guides to help our 
researchers find material in their areas of  study.  These 
include Business, Clergy, and World War I:

The Business Subject Guide, http://bentley.umich.edu/research/
guides/bsns/, created by volunteer Sandy Kortesoja, 
describes the primary source materials that document the 
history of  commerce and business from the American 
Revolution to the recent past.  Whether the business of  19th-
century undertakers and marriage brokers or 21st-century 

global operations, the collections of  business records housed 
at the Bentley Historical Library represent many different 
perspectives on the American business enterprise and its 
role in society.  Primary source materials in this subject 
guide reflect the relative importance of  various industries 
in historical time periods. Historical business records have 
survived to the present day in many different formats 
including correspondence, diaries, calling cards, day books, 
journals, ledgers, and account books.

The Clergy Subject Guide http://bentley.umich.edu/research/
guides/clergy/ by graduate students Jenny Barr and Amanda 
Kauffman documents the rich holdings about the lives and 
work of  ordained clergy in the state of  Michigan.  The papers 
of  the clergy relate to their work as pastors of  congregations, 
leaders of  religious and educational institutions, activists 
in social and civic causes, and observers of  the cultural 
and political events of  their day.  While the majority of  
religious collections at the Bentley fall into six Protestant 
denominations (Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal, 
Lutheran, Methodist, and Presbyterian), the library holds a 
smaller number of  papers of  pastors from other Protestant 
denominations, as well as those of  Catholic, Jewish, and 
Muslim clergy.  Many of  the collections include personal 
and professional correspondence, diaries, sermons, prayers, 
photographs, and writings on religious and secular topics, as 
well as church histories, newsletters, bulletins, and records of  
baptisms, marriages, and funerals. 

The World War I Subject Guide http://bentley.umich.edu/
research/guides/ww1/,  by graduate student Matthew Adair, 
describes the Bentley Library’s holdings about Michigan’s 
participation in the Great War, including unit histories, honor 
rolls, visual materials, maps, and collections pertaining to 
military action, the home front, pacifism, war relief, and 
veterans organizations. 

New Exhibit: 
Our new exhibit is Michigan in 3-D, the brainchild of  Matt 
Adair.  From the wilderness of  the Upper Peninsula to the 
cities of  southern Michigan, see 19th-century Michigan and 
the Great Lakes in three dimensions using images scanned 
from original stereoscopic cards.  It is an amazing exhibit and 
is available for viewing Monday through Friday from 9:00 to 
5:00 until August 31, 2012.

Submitted by Marilyn M. McNitt
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Clarke Historical Library
Central Michigan University
250 Preston Street
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48859
(989) 774-3352
Email: Clarke@cmich.edu
Website: http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 - 5:00, Saturday 9:00 - 
1:00.

News from the Clarke Historical Library

This summer two exhibits from the Clarke Historical Library, 
Central Michigan University, made possible in part by the 
Clarke’s Michigan Hemingway Endowment, are traveling in 
Michigan.

A Delightful Destination: Little Traverse Bay at the Turn of  the 
Century opened the Harbor Springs History Museum in 
Harbor Springs. The exhibit opening at the Harbor Springs 
History Museum (349 E. Main St., Harbor Springs) took 
place June 14th, 5-7pm. The exhibit, which was originally 
mounted at the Clarke, explores how Little Traverse Bay 
emerged from cut-over lumber land in the last quarter of  the 
nineteenth century to become a tourist destination, which 
in the early twentieth century drew over a million people 
annually. The exhibit lasts all summer. Related to this, on 
June 20th, 6-8pm, there was a public premiere of  a WCMU-
produced documentary about tourism around Little Traverse 
Bay, at the Crooked Tree Art Center (Old Carnegie Library), 
461 E. Mitchell St., Petoskey.

In Petoskey, the second exhibit created by the Clarke about 
Ernest Hemingway’s Michigan experiences, “Up North 
with the Hemingways,” is on display at the Little Traverse 
History Museum. This exhibit opened in mid-June and runs 
all summer. Related to this, on July 17th, 7- 8:30pm there was 
a special viewing of  “Hemingway in Michigan,” at the Little 
Traverse History Museum, 100 Depot Ct., Petoskey.  All three 
exhibits were created by CMU libraries staff  from collections 
in the Clarke. 

Moldy Aladdin and mildewed Challancin circus collections 
are going to Skokie to undergo plasma and de-acidification 
treatments soon. This will allow healthier access for patrons 
and staff  alike.

My archives volunteers, interns, and an undergraduate class 
of  20 processed approximately 19 cubic ft. (43 boxes, 10 
volumes, 5 oversized folders) of  Herbert F. Boughey papers. 
(See photo at right.) The papers include personal and business 
records, biographical material, correspondence, financial and 

banking records, legal records, and miscellaneous materials. 
The students also wrote scope and contents notes, box and 
folder listings, and created a biography for the Boughey 
finding aid. The Boughey papers are cataloged and the finding 
aid will be encoded soon. The catalog record may be accessed 
at http://library.cmich.edu/.  Boughey (1872-1968) lived 
mostly in the Traverse City and Leelanau area. He owed Carp 
Lake Lumber Company in Bingham, Michigan. At various 
times he sold real estate, insurance, groceries, and fruit. He 
married and had three children. He also owned and sold 
real estate and had business interests in Oregon and British 
Columbia. Among the more rare materials in the collection 
are the schoolwork, drawings, and correspondence of  his son, 
Herbert P., who created these while he was hospitalized from 
1917 to 1925. Of  note is the correspondence of  Herbert 
F. with politico Chase S. Osborn and Native American 
Simon Redbird.  For more information, see my blog, 
http://archivistrising.blogspot.com/.  I am still training and 
supervising two archives interns this summer. 

More than 300 Clarke finding aids will be searchable online.  
Please check them out at http://quod.lib.umich.edu/c/
clarke/  

Submitted by Marian Matyn
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Ferris State University
University Archives
Alumni 101
410 Oak Street
Big Rapids, MI 49307
(231) 591-3731
Email: MelindaIsler@ferris.edu
Website: http://www.ferris.edu/library/SpecCollections/
archives.html
Hours: By appointment only.

Joint Archives of  Holland
Hope College
P.O. Box 9000
Holland, Michigan 49422-9000
(616) 395-7798  
Fax: (616) 395-7197
Email: archives@hope.edu
Website: http://www.jointarchives.org
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 - 12:00, 1:00 - 5:00

The Joint Archives of  Holland (JAH) has reached a new 
milestone with the loading of  its 100th collection register/
abstract to the Digital Commons at Hope College website.  
In the future, all of  its collection registers will be placed 
on Digital Commons, which is administered through the 
Van Wylen Library at Hope College and hosted by Berkeley 
Electronic Press.  This milestone was reached with the help 
of  the staff  working with the metadata librarian at the Van 
Wylen Library, who made the transition between the JAH 
website to Digital Commons a snap.  Other archival materials 
now available on the Digital Commons at Hope College site 
include over 100 years of  Hope College Milestone yearbooks 
and hundreds of  historic images associated with the college.  
Future collections will include the Anchor, the college 
newspaper; student publications; and the alumni magazine.  
To view the Digital Commons at Hope College site, use this 
link:  http://digitalcommons.hope.edu/

Submitted by Geoffrey Reynolds

Save the Date!
Thursday-Friday, June 20-21, 2013

MAA Annual Meeting 
in Ann Arbor

The University Archives continues to receive a record number 
of  donations and requests from internal offices and external 
constituents, including many genealogists.   We have also been 
involved in two new projects -- Archival Amnesty Week and 
Phantom Buildings of  Ferris.

As part of  the end of  the school year, the Ferris State 
Archives held an “Archival Amnesty Week” during the last 
week of  classes.  Archival Amnesty Week was designed 
in part to encourage the return by students of  items that 
may have wandered off  from designated areas, and also 
to simplify the accessions process and the need to come 
down to the archives, which is not in the most central part 
of  campus.  That is why it was specifically targeted for the 
last week of  class.  However, it turned out to be used also 
by staff  for the items that they may have picked up that 
aren’t necessarily covered under a records schedule but are 
Ferris-related memorabilia (meal tickets, play tickets, etc) that 
they’ve decided will have a better home and the ability to be 
seen by others in exhibits.  Some of  these items were picked 
up by the individuals in yard sales, etc., and this was a more 
convenient way to get them to us.  The archives placed drop 
boxes in the student center and in the Alumni Building, so 
that students and staff  could leave items with “no questions 
asked.”  The event did not lead to a large quantity of  items 
received, but some of  the items were valuable additions to the 
archives.  One of  these was an event ticket from the 1890s 
and another was a meal ticket from a local rooming house.  
We also acquired an excused absence card signed by the 
founder Woodbridge Ferris, some university publications, and 
a stuffed Ferris bear.  The plan is to continue this next spring 
and possibly again for fall commencement.  With expanded 
publicity, we hope to increase our donations.  

The University is also actively involved in a Foursquare 
project.  In addition to maintaining an FSU University 
Archives page (where we are currently posting photos of  
our objects from the Archival Amnesty Week), we created a 
list called the “Phantom Buildings of  Ferris” that highlights 
information about buildings that are no longer on campus.  

We will be adding information periodically, and in the fall we 
may be holding a contest to encourage users to post photos 
of  themselves in the places where the buildings were once 
located.

Submitted by Melinda McMartin Isler
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Michigan Technological 
University
Archives and Copper Country Historical 
Collections
J. Robert Van Pelt and Opie Library
1400 Townsend Drive
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1295
(906) 487-2505
Fax: (906) 487-2357
Email: copper@mtu.edu
Website: http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives
Hours: Fall/Spring, Monday and Friday 10:00 - 5:00, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday 12:00 - 5:00;
Summer, Monday 10:00 - 5:00, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday 12:00 - 5:00, Friday 10:00 - 4:00.
The department is closed for major holidays and university 
closures.  Researchers are advised to call in advance of  arrival 
to ensure access.

Michigan Tech Archives Awards Travel Grants
The Michigan Tech Archives is pleased to announce three 
recipients of  awards in its travel grant program. Funding 
for the program is provided by the Friends of  the Van 
Pelt Library, and encourages out-of-town scholars to visit 
Houghton to undertake research using the collections of  the 
Michigan Tech Archives.

Aaron Goings, a professor at Saint Martin’s University in 
Washington State, will visit campus in August to continue 
his research into aspects of  the 1913 Michigan Copper 
Miners’ Strike. Goings has particular interest in working-class 
organization and activism in the region and argues that labor 
unrest in 1913 was the product of  decades of  class-based 
activity by Copper Country workers. The travel award will 
allow him to examine company correspondence from both 
the Quincy and the Calumet & Hecla copper companies to 
assess how local mine managers cooperated to obstruct these 
activities. Goings, who holds a PhD in history from Simon 
Fraser University, is co-authoring a book about the 1913 
strike to be published by Michigan State University Press. 

Louis Slesin, editor and publisher of  Microwave News, will 
examine research reports and local responses to two United 
States Navy radio transmission installations in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula and northern Wisconsin. Developed 
under the project names “Sanguine” and “Seafarer,” the 
sites operated extra low frequency (ELF) transmitters for 
communication with naval submarines from 1989 to 2004. 
Concerns about potential ecological and health effects of  
electromagnetic field (EMF) radiation prompted a series 

of  scientific studies, some conducted by researchers at 
Michigan Technological University. Slesin, who holds a PhD 
in environmental policy from the Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology, intends to produce a book-length study of  ELF 
EMF effects from the submarine transmitter and power lines 
providing electricity to the facilities.

Susan Evans, associate professor in the Department of  Art 
and Art History at Michigan’s Oakland University, visited 
in May to examine historical photographs of  Finnish 
immigrants to the region. A photographer and artist, Evans 
is seeking parallels between the ways Finnish photographers 
capture aspects of  culture in their work. Following her visit 
to Houghton, Evans will travel to Haukijarvi, Finland, for a 
summer residency with the Arteles Creative Center. While 
in Finland, Evans plans to compare her Michigan research 
to historical Finnish photographic images and create new 
photographic work using historic wet plate techniques that 
are inspired by her archival research. The resulting images 
will be incorporated into Evans’ professional exhibition, 
presentation, and publication projects. 

As part of  their research visits, travel award recipients are 
presenting a public presentation – either on their research in 
progress or on a topic from their previous work. Information 
about these events will be distributed as they are scheduled. 

Since 1998, the Friends of  the Van Pelt Library has supported 
more than 25 scholars and researchers from across the 
United States, Canada, and Europe to access the Archives’ 
collections. Books, articles, presentations, and web content 
have resulted from the work of  travel grant recipients, 
helping to draw attention to the holdings of  the Michigan 
Tech Archives and the history of  Michigan’s Copper Country 
and Upper Peninsula.

For more information on the Travel Grant program and the 
Archives’ collections, contact the Michigan Tech Archives at 
487-2505, copper@mtu.edu, or on the web at http://www.lib.
mtu.edu/mtuarchives/.

Grant Funds Two Archivists At Michigan Tech
The Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper 
Country Historical Collections has begun a two-year project 
funded by a $168,000 grant from the “Detailed Processing 
Projects” program of  the National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission.  The grant will be used to improve 
access to 92 historic collections documenting the history 
of  the Michigan’s Copper Country. The grant supports two 
project archivists, Rachael Bussert, Senior Project Archivist, 
and Daniel Michelson, Processing Archivist, to arrange and 
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describe 1,329 cubic feet of  documents to the folder level 
following minimal processing standards.

The collections document a wide range of  regional history, 
from copper mining, railroad, and maritime industries to 
records of  local schools, churches, and social organizations.  
Among the collections to be processed are records of  
several Michigan copper mining companies, including a large 
collection from the Copper Range Company and records 
relating to the Victoria Mining Company and the Calumet and 
Hecla Mining Company.  Researchers will also find valuable 
primary resources about businesses such as the Keweenaw 
Co-op and the Daily Mining Gazette, as well as social groups 
like the Miscowabik Club in Calumet and Fortnightly Club in 
Hancock.

The project will utilize the Archivists’ Toolkit to produce 
EAD finding aids that will be accessible through the 
Archives’ web page, the Michigan Technological University 
Library catalog, and OCLC ArchiveGrid.  While the majority 
of  the collections will be processed according to Greene and 
Meissner’s “More Product, Less Process” minimal processing 
philosophy, some personal papers, local business, and non-

profit records may require a more detailed approach. The 
project will maintain metrics on processing rates for different 
types of  records.

Updates and interim reports posted to the Archives’ blog site 
(blogs.mtu.edu/archives) will allow the public to follow the 
project’s progress and learn more about the methods used 
by the project archivists.  Archives staff  will also promote 
the project through presentations to local community 
organizations, professional groups, and schools. The project 
will help to preserve the collections to a greater degree and 
vastly improve their discovery and use by researchers.

Funding for this project is provided by the National 
Historical Publications and Records Commission, the 
granting agency of  the United States National Archives and 
Records Administration.  The Michigan Tech Archives is a 
department of  the J. Robert Van Pelt and John and Ruanne 
Opie Library and is located in the library building in the heart 
of  the Michigan Tech campus in Houghton, Michigan.  For 
further information, contact the Archives at 906-487-2505 or 
at copper@mtu.edu.

Submitted by Erik Nordberg 

The development of  an upper Peninsula extra low frequency (ELF) transmitter for communication with nuclear submarines is one topic of  interest 
to recipients of  2012 archives travel awards. 
Photo courtesy Michigan Tech Archives, Image MS037-11-07-011, collection MS-037 U.S. Navy Seafarer Program/Project ELF Collection.
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Webpage screen shot showing the online catalog record for “The ’56 Ford 
Thunderbird” sales catalog.  It features digital images of  multiple pages.  

The Henry Ford
Benson Ford Research Center
20900 Oakwood Boulevard
Dearborn, MI 48124-5029
313-982-6020
Fax:  313-982-6244
Email: research.center@TheHenryFord.org
Website: www.TheHenryFord.org/research/index.aspx
Reading Room hours:  Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 - 5:00

Department Leadership Change 
Judith E. Endelman, director of  the Benson Ford Research 
Center (BFRC), retired at the end of  March 2012.  In 
her announcement to her BFRC staff, she indicated that 
she started her career at The Henry Ford working on the 
museum’s permanent Automobile in American Life exhibition, 
which opened in 1987, and she completed her work on its 
replacement, Driving America.  These two seminal efforts 
serve as bookends to her varied projects over the course of  
25 years in the library, archives, and collections departments.  
Judy’s BFRC staff  and THF colleagues wish her well with this 
new chapter of  her life and hope that her retirement years 
will be filled with much activity and enjoyment.  [Editors’ Note: 
See Open Entry, Winter 2012, page 5 for article regarding Judith 
Endelman’s career.]

As part of  a departmental reorganization, the BFRC is now 
a unit of  the museum’s Historical Resources department, 
led by Marilyn Zoidis, director.  This department includes a 
management team of  the registrar, chief  curator, collections 
manager, and chief  conservator.  Following a national search 
for a manager for Archives and Library Services, BFRC, we 

are pleased to announce that Nardina Mein has accepted the 
position.  She joined the Historical Resources Leadership 
Team in July 2012.  Kathy Steiner, head of  access services, 
served as the interim manager from April through early July.

Digitizing the Collections
In 2011 we successfully replaced our ARGUS collections 
management software (CMS) with EMu – an “Electronic 
Museum” CMS from KE Software, www.KESoftware.com.  
We now have a web portal to over 9,000 objects from our 
collections, http://collections.thehenryford.org/Collection.
aspx.  During 2011, we selected items and made digital 
images to highlight our transportation-related collections.  
For example, automobiles, emblems, hub caps, hood 
ornaments, and related product literature, advertisements, 
and photographs.  This year we are emphasizing the breadth 
and depth of  our collections, from Civil War-related material 
to quilts and to World’s Fair souvenirs and photos.  We also 
continue to work on creating online access to our archival 
collections and now have over 200 finding aids online and 
expect to add more during this year.  These are available 
through our Research Center Catalog linked to the BFRC 
web page, www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford.  In an effort 
to diversify access to photographs and other graphics, 
we continue to add digitized images of  items from our 
collections to Flickr: The Henry Ford’s photostream, http://
www.flickr.com/photos/thehenryford.  The most recent 
additions are photographs of  automobile racing, which 
are part of  the Dave Friedman collection from 1959 to 
1972.  More images will be added as the digitization process 
proceeds.  The Dave Friedman collection documents over 
60 years of  various automobile races and racecars, and 
includes photographs, color slides, negatives, and contact 
sheets.  Peter Kalinski, processing archivist, completed 
the finding aid to the collection this spring, http://www.
dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/docs/DaveFriedmanCollection_
Accession2009-158.pdf.  Another Internet source that we 
hope will provide a deeper understanding of  our work is a 
“Collections” tab on The Henry Ford’s blog, http://blog.
thehenryford.org/collections/, with BFRC and Historical 
Resources staff  blogging on a regular basis.  Rebecca Bizonet, 
archivist, was the first BFRC team member to post a THF 
blog entry in 2009, “Of  Secret Codes, Abbreviations, and 
Knowledge Lost and Gained,” about our Henry Ford Office 
papers and a commercial telegraphic code, http://blog.
thehenryford.org/2009/05/of-secret-codes-abbreviations-
and-knowledge-lost-and-gained/.  In addition to continuing 
to add to the blog, she now coordinates the blog writing 
activities by her BFRC colleagues.

To assist the BFRC staff  in this digitization effort, we hired 
two digital archivists, Lance Stuchell and Brian Wilson, in 
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Advertisement for 
the 1950 Plymouth 
Suburban, “New 
Plymouth All-Metal 
Suburban.”  It is 
used to illustrate 
one of  the electronic 
kiosk’s educational 
games, “What Car 
Are You?,” in the 
new exhibit, Driving 
America, in Henry 
Ford Museum. [ID 
THF205083]

2010 and an archives assistant, Elyssa Bisoski, in 2011.  Elyssa 
has been working on the finding aid digitization project to 
put our finding aids online, funded by a DALNET grant.  In 
addition, Susannah Hope began a summer internship in May, 
to research benchmarking and best practices for preservation 
of  digital material.  At the end of  May, Lance left the BFRC 
to accept the position of  digital preservation librarian at 
the University of  Michigan Library.   We miss Lance and 
wish him well in his new job.  Brian continues to soldier 
on creating new EAD finding aids for specific collections, 
selecting archival material for item digitization, and creating 
digital images of  archival materials using rapid capture camera 
equipment and workflows.

Driving America Exhibit Opens
In Henry Ford Museum, Automobile in American Life, one of  
the most significant exhibitions of  its kind, got a complete 
makeover.  Opened in early 2012, the new exhibit, Driving 
America, includes a wide variety of  artifacts and vehicles 
that haven’t been on the museum floor for years.  Old 
favorites such as the Ford Model T and the 1948 Tucker, the 
McDonald’s sign, and the Holiday Inn room remain, among 
many others.  Also, Lamy’s Diner is now upgraded to allow 
for actual food service within its chrome doors.  To help us 
tell the many stories of  transportation in our country, this 
new exhibit includes interactive electronic kiosks, where the 
BFRC’s materials aided greatly in this effort.  For example, 
automotive advertisements are part of  the Collections 
Explorer on each kiosk (and on the web, http://collections.
thehenryford.org/Collection.aspx), and illustrate one of  
the kiosk’s educational games, “What Car Are You?,” which 
links personality traits with different types of  cars.  We hope 
that visitors find these electronic kiosks to be a fun and 

engaging way to deepen their experience of  this exhibit.  All 
of  the BFRC staff  spent the year 2011 focused on tasks to 
complete this major new exhibit and we share a huge sense 
of  accomplishment with our THF colleagues.

Clark Travel-to-Collections Grant
The Clark Travel-to-Collections Research Grant Program 
provides up to $1,200 to defray travel expenses for 
researchers coming to use the automotive history collections 
of  The Henry Ford. Donation of  the Henry Austin 
Clark Jr. Library in 1991 substantially increased these 
collections. The Clark Travel-to-Collections Grant Program 
is supported by the Henry Austin Clark Jr. Endowment 
Fund. Two fellowships are awarded annually.  For 
application information, see the BFRC website, http://www.
thehenryford.org/about/grants.aspx#clark.  
The 2011 Fellows (visiting in 2012) are:
• Saima Akhtar, doctoral candidate, University of  
California, Berkeley.  The subject of  her doctoral thesis is, 
“Imported to Detroit: Fordism, Management of  (Inter)
national Labor Migration and the Making of  Ethno-spiritual 
Geographies, 1914-1953.”
• Bruce Wright, editor, Fabric Architecture.  His goal is to 
write, with co-author Mary Carey, the definitive profile and 
design history of  former Ford employee Bill Moss, who is 
credited with revolutionizing the camping tent industry and, 
in turn, modern lightweight fabric structure design, through 
his development of  the Pop Tent in 1955, the first of  Moss’s 
more than 60 patents involving lightweight tension structures.

Books, Etc. Sale
The Benson Ford Research Center is selling its oversupply 
of  automotive and non-automotive printed materials at its 
annual Books, Etc. Sale on September 8, 2012 (Saturday 
9am-5pm).  These materials typically include the following: 
• Automotive items from the Big Three and foreign 
manufacturers: brochures, pamphlets, promotional materials, 
color, trim & upholstery books, press kits & periodicals, parts 
price lists, shop and owner’s manuals, warranty guides. 
• Non-automotive items: beautiful lithographs and 
photographs ready for framing, literature, periodicals, vintage 
travel maps, and more.
• Antique and rare books and periodicals covering many 
topics, including automobile history, travel, arts, and the 
sciences; most are from the early teens, 1920’s, and 1930’s.
All proceeds from the sale will benefit the education and 
collections programs of  The Henry Ford.  All sales are final.  
This event will be held in the Benson Ford Research Center 
Conference Room (free admission).

Submitted by Terry Hoover
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A mourner pays respects at Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s grave in Atlanta.  Dr. King lost his 
life while supporting AFSCME Local 1733 
sanitation workers striking in Memphis under 
the slogan “I Am a Man.”

Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Ave.
Detroit, MI 48202
(313) 577-4024
Fax: (313) 577-4300
Email: reutherreference@wayne.edu
Website: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 9:00 - 4:45, 
Wednesday 11:00 - 6:45; closed Saturday and Sunday.

Once a highly popular traveling exhibit, the Reuther 
Library’s  I AM A MAN exhibit has been given new life 
on the web. Created in partnership with the Wayne State 
University Library System, I AM A MAN recalls the 1968 
Memphis Sanitation Workers Strike, a landmark struggle 
that significantly influenced the American labor and civil 
rights movements. In February 1968, the sanitation workers 
in Memphis, Tenn., almost all of  whom were African 
Americans, voted to strike against the city for better working 
conditions and recognition of  their union, AFSCME Local 
1733. The workers remained on strike for 65 days, enduring 
mace, beatings, and arrests. They also carried signs with 
what became the hallmark phrase of  the demonstration: I 
AM A MAN.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. came to Memphis 
to support the strikers and led a demonstration that was 
marred by looting and violence. Disappointed but resolute, 
King promised to go back to Memphis to lead a non-violent 
march. He returned and delivered his famous “I’ve been to 
the mountaintop” speech. However, on April 4, before he 

could lead the strikers in the march, King was assassinated 
by a sniper. The exhibit contains historical documents and 
photographs of  the events in Memphis, along with video 
clips from a symposium held at Wayne State University in 
2003 that commemorated the 35th anniversary of  the strike, 
featuring AFSCME Secretary-Treasurer William Lucy and 
strike participants. Visit the exhibit at http://dlxs.lib.wayne.
edu/iamaman/

This semester, the Reuther Library worked with students in 
the Graduate Certificate in Archival Administration program 
at the Wayne State School of  Library and Information 
Science to produce a series of  student-written, guest blog 
posts. The guest blogger series is intended to highlight 
portions of  the Reuther’s collections and to give Wayne 
State’s archives students more experience in professional 
writing and in the promotion of  archival content. Check 
out the work of  our guest bloggers at https://www.reuther.
wayne.edu/taxonomy/term/1434

In staff  news, Louis Jones has been busy bringing in new 
collections since he stepped down from his former position 
as the SEIU archivist and stepped into his new position as 
the Reuther’s field archivist. More information about Louis’ 
new role can be found on the Reuther’s blog: https://
www.reuther.wayne.edu/node/8707. Additionally, several 
staff  members are moving on up. Effective in August, 
the university has promoted digital resources specialist 
Paul Neirink and archivists Troy Eller and Johanna Russ 
to Archivist II classifications. Technical services archivist 
Deborah Rice is being promoted to Archivist III.

In other news, the Reuther Library 
has modified its Reading Room hours 
after analyzing researcher statistics. 
The Reading Room is now open from 
9 a.m. until 4:45 p.m. on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, and 
is open from 11 a.m. until 6:45 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

Submitted by Troy Eller
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Editors’ Note
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe
Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: rbizonet@gmail.com, bdewolfe@umich.edu 

Welcome to our first summer publication of  Open Entry!  This year, the editors decided to produce three issues of  
Open Entry – two regular issues in the spring and fall, and a short one for summer.  The first edition needed to come 
out well before the MAC conference in April, which left a large gap between our spring and fall publication dates.  
We solved this by adding another issue for summer, but this intended “short” newsletter has morphed into a larger 
one, so we will not be publishing a 2012 fall issue.

Unless you read Open Entry from back to front, you know by now that Kristen Chinery is the new president of  the 
board of  the Michigan Archival Association.  Congratulations, Kristen!  We would also like to welcome Melinda 
McMartin Isler as vice-president/president elect.  We look forward to an interesting, fun, and productive term for 
both of  you.

We are still looking for book reviewers and mystery photo sources.  We appreciate Patrick Galligan and Susan Panak 
for stepping in to contribute to this issue, but would love to have a backlog of  review articles and photos.  Also, 
don’t forget about sharing your “little known collections” with us.  In addition, we would like to hear from the 
Michigan archives that have not sent news to Open Entry, so if  anyone knows an archivist at such a repository, please 
ask them if  they would like to contribute to the “Michigan Collections” section of  this newsletter.

Thank you all for voting on the issue of  whether or not to keep the print version of  Open Entry.  The narrow 
margin (of  two votes!) signals the future of  print, but the editors feel that the print version has many advantages 
that the online version does not have.  

Many, many thanks, once again, to our production editor, Cynthia Read Miller.  She is the person who holds this 
operation together and keeps us on track.

Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe

Open Entry Back Issues 
Now Online

Back issues of  Open Entry, going back to fall 2002, are now 
available online, on the Michigan Archival Association blog, 
at the Publications page, http://miarchivists.wordpress.
com/publications/ .  Issues will be available starting with the 
previous year.

Century of  Progress Souvenir Specimen Box of  Materials Used in Ford Automobile 
Manufacture, 1934. From the collections of  The Henry Ford, ID THF94193.
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c/o Susan Panak, MAA Treasurer
Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library
Spring Arbor University
106 E. Main Street
Spring Arbor, MI 49283

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Mystery Photograph
Submitted by Susan Panak, Spring Arbor Archives

Do you recognize anyone in this photo or 
have ideas about why it was made?
Do you have a Mystery Photo to share?
Contact the Editors (bdewolfe@umich.edu or 
rbizonet@gmail.com)

Handwriting and arrows identify four ladies - 
three in one seat (left to right) Marian Pardee, 
Alta Emerson, Zella Emerson; and one in the 
next seat (on right): Ottie Dawson.

Where’s the driver?  Perhaps 
taking the photograph, 
including the jaunty assistant.

Early limousine, about 1914-1920, probably 
Jackson or Spring Arbor, Michigan.  
Judy K. Pfaff  Manuscript Collection of  Zella 
Emerson, from the collections of  the Spring Arbor 
University Archives. 


