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President’s 
Letter

By Kristen Chinery

MAA returns to Ann Arbor for the 2013 annual 
meeting, which will be held at Weber’s Restaurant and 
Boutique Hotel, June 19-21.  Conference Coordinator 
Diane Hatfield, Program Chair Melinda Isler, and Local 
Arrangements Chair Elizabeth Skene have put together 
an impressive schedule of  sessions and activities.  
Following Wednesday’s pre-conference workshop on 
digital preservation, there will be six sessions each day, 
with presentations on audio preservation, continuing 
education for archivists, grant writing, outreach, and the user experience in archives, among others.  Tours offered 
this year include the William L. Clements Library, Kelsey Museum of  Archaeology, Duderstadt Center, and Gerald 
R. Ford Presidential Library.  The Bentley Historical Library is our host for the reception, and a tour will be 
available there for all those interested.

MAA is very proud to welcome one of  our own as this year’s keynote speaker.  Dr. Francis X. Blouin, director 
of  the Bentley Historical Library and past president of  MAA, will give an address titled “Documenting Michigan 
History: A Perspective from Nearly Forty Years at It.”

The 2012 fall workshop on low-cost exhibits held this past November was a smashing success.  When we partnered 
with the Historical Society of  Michigan last year, we had no idea our members would be treated to a hands-on 
program that included power tools!  Many thanks to Larry Wagenaar, Tamara Barnes, and the HSM staff  for their 
instructive and innovative programming.  We will be partnering with HSM again for the 2013 fall workshop, Grant 
Writing for Special Projects.  Registration is open and MAA members receive the discounted rate of  $39.

Thanks to the generosity of  MAA members, the Scholarship and Grants Committee is currently developing an 
exciting new initiative.  In addition to sponsoring awards for Michigan History Day, auction proceeds will also be 
used to send a graduate student to the MAA annual meeting and to cover the cost of  the fall workshop for at least 
one of  our members.  More details about this program will be provided at the Annual Meeting in June.

Kristen Chinery, President of  MAA.
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Michigan Collections Network Meeting: 
Grant Funding for Digitization and Preservation
By Cheney Schopieray, William L. Clements Library and MAA Secretary

The Michigan Collections Network (MCN) is a newly 
formed statewide group interested in preserving and 
providing access to physical and digital collections at 
Michigan libraries and archives.  Membership is free of  
charge and open to all interested persons.  On November 14, 
2012, the MCN held its first meeting.  Over fifty attendees 
met at the Library of  Michigan for a speech and panel 
discussion on grant funding for digitization and preservation 
projects.  Kevin Driedger of  the Library of  Michigan 
introduced keynote speaker Timothy J. Chester, director 
emeritus of  the Grand Rapids Public Museum.

Timothy Chester used summary data from the recent 
Michigan Museums Association “Stewarding Michigan’s 
Treasures” report to emphasize the widespread need 
for preservation funding in Michigan’s cultural heritage 
repositories.  He introduced various granting agencies and 
specified types of  projects funded by each organization.  
Federal funding agencies, such as the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) and the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), are 
particularly important for Michigan repositories.  He also 
discussed grants offered by the Institute of  Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS), the Michigan Humanities Council, 
the Michigan Arts and Cultural Affairs Council, the Kresge 
Foundation, and others.

A panel discussion followed the keynote address.  Stacy 
Nowicki of  Kalamazoo College, Alice Cruz of  Orion 
Township Public Library, and Frank Boles of  Central 
Michigan University shared their experiences with granting 
agencies and provided words of  advice for grant writers.  
Stacy Nowicki discussed the NEH “Preservation Assistance 
Grants for Smaller Institutions,” three of  which were 
awarded to Kalamazoo College.  One grant supported an 
expert preservation analysis and two grants helped the 
college address the recommendations suggested by the 
analysis.  Alice Cruz described the process of  applying for 
an IMLS grant for the purchase of  an archival exhibit case 
for a number of  artifacts, including canes made by Lake 
Orion resident Michael Cribbins.  Frank Boles remarked on 
his NEH grant for the digitization of  Michigan newspapers 
dated 1836-1922 (part of  the National Digital Newspaper 

Erik Nordberg, Moderator for Panel Discussion by Alice Cruz, 
Stacy Nowicki, and Frank Boles, Michigan Collections Network 
meeting about grant funding held November 14, 2012, in Lansing, 
Michigan.  (Courtesy of  Michigan Collections Network, http://
michigancollectionsnetwork.wordpress.com/2012/11/)

Program), and offered Ten Commandments for grant writers.  
The panelists’ advice included seeking out and understanding 
the goals of  funding institutions, creating a compelling 
narrative and sensible budget, emphasizing the benefits of  
your project to the goals of  the agencies, defining measurable 
outcomes (why would you receive funding if  you couldn’t 
measure the effects of  the funding?), and incorporating 
suggestions from reviewers into the grant application for 
resubmission. 

Slides used by the speaker and panelists, advice for grant-
writing, photographs of  the event, and additional information 
about the meeting are available on the Michigan Collections 
Network website:  
http://michigancollectionsnetwork.wordpress.com/2012/11/

Have you read an 
interesting book that relates 

to archives, history, or your work?  
Share a brief write-up for 

“New Book Alert” 

http://michigancollectionsnetwork.wordpress.com/2012/11/
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New Board Member Interview: 
Five Questions for Elizabeth Skene 
With Rebecca Bizonet, Open Entry Co-editor
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com

Q:  Where do you work and how long have you been there?
A:  I’m the Curator of  Collections at the Arab American 
National Museum and I’ve been in this position for the 
past two years.

Q:  What sorts of  duties do you perform there?
A:  In addition to managing our object collections, handling 
loans and other registrar duties, I have undertaken the 
development of  the Arab American Archives – our initiative 
to become the repository for Arab Americans.  Additionally, 
I have established our web archive and continually update 
and monitor our online collections.

Q:  Where did you grow up and where did you go to school?
A:  I grew up on the west side of  Michigan and received 
my BA from Spring Arbor University before serving in the 
Peace Corps in Bulgaria.  Prior to working at the museum, 
I was a student at the University of  Michigan’s School of  
Information where I received my MSI with specializations 
in Archives & Records Management and Community 

Informatics.  While a student at U of  
M, I was a leader of  the SAA student 
group and did an internship at the Rare 
Books & Special Collections Library at 
the American University in Cairo. 

Q:  Why were you interested in serving on 
the MAA Board?
A:  I joined the MAA board last spring and have been 
enjoying the experience.  I appreciate how MAA allows 
archivists from a wide variety of  institutions to connect and 
to grow professionally.

Q:  What would you like to see accomplished in the 
next year?
A:  As we prepare for the annual conference this summer, 
I have been helping to plan conference sessions and 
tours.  In the future I hope MAA can continue to facilitate 
networking and to offer new and unique professional 
development activities.

Calling All Digital Preservation Practitioners:
Detroit / Ann Arbor / Toledo / Windsor Area

Elizabeth Skene, 2012

Hello Fellow Digital Preservation Practitioners!  
For over a year area archivists, librarians, educators, and museum 
professionals have considered forming a regional group of  digital 
preservation practitioners to provide a forum for discussing 
challenges and exchanging real-world solutions implemented 
at our institutions. In mid-February an initial announcement to 
gauge interest was sent, and the response exceeded expectations! 
Factoring in scheduling information gathered through the poll 
sent with the initial announcement, we’ll hold the first Digital 
Preservation Practitioners Meeting on Wednesday April 24, 2013, 
at 6 p.m. at the Wayne State University School of  Library and 
Information Science, 315 Kresge in the Purdy/Kresge Library 
(map and directions).  Everyone is invited whether student or 

Editors’ note: Over the last year, the MAA board has seen three new (or returning) faces: Nicole Garrett, Karen 
Jania, and Elizabeth Skene.  As a way of  introducing our board members to MAA’s membership, we’d like to 
profile them in Open Entry.  Nicole was interviewed for our Summer 2012 issue.  We’ll find out Karen’s latest 
perspective on things since returning to the board in a future issue. Now we’d like to introduce you to Elizabeth.

professional. All geographic locations can come.  We’ll start in the 
Conference Room for brainstorming about the biggest issues and 
what we want to explore as a group. (We want to be clear that this 
is your group!)  Then on to the WSU SLIS Digital Media Projects 
Lab (where they can migrate many formats digitally) for a tour 
and a demonstration of  our implementation of  DSpace.
We know that some will not be able to make it to this initial 
meeting and are exploring ways to facilitate participation for those 
who cannot attend in person. We will have further updates in the 
near future.  If  you have any questions, or would like to be added 
to an email list for updates on details as they emerge, please let us 
know.  For updates and more information visit: 
http://digitalpreservationpractitioners.wordpress.com/category/
meetings/

Submitted by Kim Schroeder, Wayne State University, School of  Library and Information Science, ag1797@wayne.edu
          Lance Stuchell, University of  Michigan, lstuch@umich.edu
          Ed Busch, Michigan State University Archives & Historical Collections, buschedw@msu.edu

http://maps.wayne.edu/view/#purdy-kresge
http://www.dspace.org/
http://digitalpreservationpractitioners.wordpress.com/category/meetings/
http://digitalpreservationpractitioners.wordpress.com/category/meetings/
mailto:ag1797@wayne.edu
mailto:lstuch@umich.edu
mailto:buschedw@msu.edu
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have long recognized.  Prompted by this and other incentives, a 
committee of  the Society of  American Archivists began work 
to improve the role of  archivists in the History Day program.

The committee collected data from state coordinators on the 
existing communication networks in place between themselves, 
schools, and local archival resources.  Their study revealed that 
History Day coordinators are in close communication with 
teachers, but that their communication with local repositories 
was lacking and inconsistent, and that information about doing 
archival research was rare.

Improved communication with archivists is high on the 
list of  priorities for the new staff  at the Historical Society 
of  Michigan.  Teachers who are new to History Day will 
be looking for assistance as their students start to access 
collections for research; the staff  wants to make this as easy as 
possible for both sides.

Fortunately, SAA can help with this.  They used their findings 
to develop a resource for teachers and archivists to help build 
understanding and cooperation, which is sure to have a positive 
impact in Michigan.  The result, launched in 2012, was the 
National History Day and Archives Toolkit, which resides on 
a wiki (http://nhdarchives.pbworks.com/w/page/37898361/
National%20History%20Day%20and%20Archives), and 
is intended to provide support for archivists, teachers, and 
students participating in History Day.

All of  these recent initiatives make the 2013/14 school year a 
great time for Michigan’s archival community to get involved 
with Michigan History Day.  Opportunities will start this 
summer when the annual theme will be announced by National 
History Day.  Soon after, the Historical Society of  Michigan 
will be collecting information from archives on what materials 
they have that would be appropriate to the theme and to 
student research.

Additionally, your institution may be contacted to assist a 
target school in your area. For example, there may be 
opportunities for teachers to use funds for travel to your site 
for research.  You may be asked to provide staff  or volunteers 
who are comfortable working with younger researchers.  And, 
if  you want to see the program in action, being a volunteer 
judge at a district competition or at the state finals is the 
ultimate way to see your institution’s hard work pay off.   If  
your organization would like to learn more about Michigan 
History Day, please contact Tamara Barnes at 517-324-1828 
or barnes@hsmichigan.org 

Get Involved with Michigan History Day 
By Tamara Barnes, Assistant Director for Diversity and Outreach, 
Historical Society of Michigan

This past year, the Historical Society of  Michigan was the 
recipient of  a major grant from the W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
to engage Michigan’s minority and underserved communities 
in the appreciation of  state history.  The grant had an impact 
on all of  the Society’s mission areas including conferences, 
publications, training workshops, and especially its Michigan 
History Day program.

Each year, thousands of  Michigan students in grades 4-12 
research and prepare projects on a range of  historical topics 
for Michigan History Day.  The program combines the rigor 
of  historical research with students’ creativity in presenting 
their findings at regional, state, and national competitions.  
Participants present the results of  their research in one of  
five formats - a traditional research paper, a documentary, an 
exhibit, a website, or a live performance.

With the help of  Kellogg Foundation funding, the Society 
hopes to increase dramatically the number of  schools 
and students in minority and underserved communities 
participating in the program.  Because most teachers in the 
target schools were entirely unfamiliar with the program, two 
new staff  positions were created to perform outreach.  Tamara 
Barnes, the assistant director for diversity and outreach, and 
Sara Schultz, the education coordinator, will continue to 
support the grant’s objectives through the end of  2013.

Although History Day allows students to create entries related 
to any historical topic of  their choosing, the Society’s new 
staff  will be encouraging students, especially those from target 
schools, to select topics that relate to local history or to the 
history of  minority cultures.  “We are in a unique position to 
advance the study of  our state’s cultural heritage while instilling 
a sense of  place and belonging among youth who participate in 
the program,” commented Tamara Barnes.

The timing of  the outreach by the Historical Society of  
Michigan came on the heels of  a study by National History 
Day, which measured the academic progress of  students 
who participated.  The study proved that students involved 
in History Day outperform their peers on state standardized 
tests including reading, science, math, and social studies.  In 
addition, participating Black and Hispanic students posted 
higher performance assessment scores than their peers by a 
margin of  two to one.

The conducting of  primary research by students was shown 
by the study to produce critical thinkers who can digest, 
analyze, and synthesize information – a fact most archivists 

http://nhdarchives.pbworks.com/w/page/37898361/National History Day and Archives
http://nhdarchives.pbworks.com/w/page/37898361/National History Day and Archives
mailto:barnes@hsmichigan.org
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News from Your Board of Directors
Get Involved in MAA! 
Consult our website for more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board:    
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ See page 2 for contact information.

Social Networking and 
Communicating with Our 
Membership!

By Melinda McMartin Isler, University Archives, Ferris 
State University, MAA Vice President/President Elect and  
Editor, MAA Online

In addition to Open Entry, our newsletter, the Michigan 
Archival Association continues to pursue other avenues for 
communicating with our membership.  We completed our 
migration to hosting the listserv at Michigan State University 
earlier in the fall.  Ed Busch has agreed to serve as our 
new listserv coordinator.  Our thanks to the Archives of  
Michigan and Bob Garrett for hosting and administering the 
listserv for the past several years.

We continue to add to our following on the blog.  We are up 
to 54 members.  Many of  our recent postings have related 
to award nominations and job postings.  Make sure that you 
check it regularly.  The Facebook page now has 47 members, 
and we’ve started to receive postings from the Historical 
Society of  Michigan about Michigan History Day and 
Michigan History magazine.  If  your own archival organization 
has an event, please feel free to post it on the Facebook page 
or submit it to the blog.  We’d love to share what is going on.
MelindaIsler@ferris.edu

Review of Fall Workshop 2012: 
“Fabricating Professional Exhibits 
on a Shoestring” 
By Carol Vandenberg, Madonna University Library and 
MAA Board Member-at-Large

For the past several years, MAA has offered a fall workshop 
in addition to our annual conference held in the spring/
summer.  The board strives to find a topic of  interest to 
a variety of  our members, from those at small museums 
to those in large facilities and institutions with multiple 
employees and collections.  This past fall we worked in 
conjunction with the Historical Society of  Michigan (HSM) 
to offer the program “Fabricating Professional Exhibits on a 
Shoestring,” by Tamara Barnes of  HSM.

This program included an overview of  examples along 
with instruction on building professional-looking exhibits 
on a very limited budget.  Many of  these projects were 
completed for under $100.  Ms. Barnes discussed several low-
cost options she learned through her experiences in small 
museums.  She demonstrated foam core mounting and vinyl 
letter applications for mounting displays.  The program was 
followed by a hands-on workshop where all participants 
practiced foam core mounting and vinyl letter application 
as presented.

Ron Wortley and Susan Panak cut foam core for 
exhibit mounts during the HSM/MAA workshop 
in Lansing, Michigan, on November 16, 2012.  
(Courtesy Historical Society of  Michigan)

Working with HSM, we have been able 
to offer this program at a reduced rate 
applied to members of  HSM. Programs 
such as this are one of  the benefits of  
membership in MAA.

mailto:MelindaIsler@ferris.edu
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The Historical Society of  Michigan
5815 Executive Dr.
Lansing, MI 48911
Phone: (517) 324-1828
FAX: (517) 324-4370
Email:  hsm@hsmichigan.org
Website: www.hsmichigan.org  

Workshop participants at the Historical Society of Michigan in Lansing.

Co-sponsored by the Historical Society of  Michigan and 
Michigan Archival Association, the Grant Writing for Special 
Projects Workshop will be held from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Friday, November 8, at the Historical Society of  Michigan, 
located at 5815 Executive Dr., Lansing, Michigan.

This workshop will look at the applications of  three granting 
agencies – a local corporate community-giving program, the 
Michigan Council for Humanities Project Grant, and the 
Heritage Preservation Conservation Assessment Program – 
to show how small museums and historical organizations 

can fund programming, planning, and collections projects by 
utilizing resources at local, state, and national levels. Bricks 
and mortar grants will not be covered.

Registration for the event is $39 for HSM/MAA members 
and $79 for non-members (non-member registration 
includes a one-year HSM membership). Registration includes 
refreshments and materials.  To register, call (800) 692-1828 
or visit www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops

Founded in 1828, the Historical Society of  Michigan is the 
oldest cultural organization in the state. The Society, which 
was established by territorial governor Lewis Cass and 
explorer Henry Schoolcraft, focuses on five major mission 
areas including publications, conferences, education, awards 
and recognition programs, and support for local historical 
organizations. For more information on Society programs, 
visit www.hsmichigan.org

Call for MAA Board Member Nominations

Elections for new board members will be held on Friday, June 21, 2013, during the business meeting portion of  this year’s 
annual meeting in Ann Arbor.  We will vote on the following board positions:

Treasurer (2 year term)
Member-at-Large #3 (3 year term)
Member-at-Large #4 (3 year term)

If  you are interested in running for any of  the above positions and would like your name to appear on the ballot, please email 
MAA Nominating Committee Chair Alexandra Orchard (alexandra@wayne.edu).

The membership can also nominate individuals for board positions until 10:15 a.m. Friday, June 21, 2013.  The bylaws state 
that nominations must end two hours before the business meeting, which will commence at 12:15 p.m. that day.  Also per 
MAA bylaws, a petition must be presented in support of  such nominations and must include signatures from at least 10 
current MAA members in good standing.

Please visit http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ for more information on the Michigan Archival Association board.

Submitted by the 2013 MAA Nominating Committee:  Bob Garrett, Alexandra Orchard, and Carol Vandenberg

Forthcoming MAA Fall Workshop 2013: 
Grant Writing for Special Projects
Scheduled for Friday, November 8, 2013

http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/press/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ 
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MAA Annual Meeting in Ann Arbor
June 19-21, 2013
By Diane Hatfield, Bentley Historical Library and MAA Conference Coordinator

Keynote Speaker, Fran Blouin
MAA Pre-Conference Workshop: 
“Digital Records Workshop: An 
Introduction to Issues and Practical
Solutions,” June 19, 2013

On Wednesday, June 19, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Michigan Archival Association is offering a pre-conference 
workshop at the Bentley Historical Library, University 
of  Michigan, entitled “Digital Records Workshop: An 
Introduction to Issues and Practical Solutions.”  After an 
introduction to digital records issues from the SAA webinar 
“Thinking Digitally,” Nancy Deromedi and Mike Shallcross 
from the Bentley Library’s Digital Curation Division will 
present on practical approaches to working with born-digital 
and digitized material.  

Topics will include advocacy, digital processing workflows 
for born-digital records, digital preservation, managing a 
large audio conversion project, and issues and solutions for 
archiving web-based archival content.  Participants are asked 
to bring specific issues that they would like to discuss during 
the breakout portions of  the workshop.  The cost of  the 
workshop, which includes lunch, is $40.00. You may also 
purchase a U of  M one-day parking pass for $10.00 on your 
workshop registration form.

Please save the dates of  Wednesday through Friday June 19-
21, 2013, for the MAA annual meeting at Weber’s Inn in Ann 
Arbor (www.webersinn.com).  Weber’s is celebrating 75 years 
and three generations of  family-owned excellence.  They are 
known in Ann Arbor for their good food, boutique hotel, 
and four-season recreation complex (complete with an indoor 
pool, Swedish sauna, whirlpool spa, fitness center, outdoor 
patio and game room). All sessions will be held at Weber’s Inn.

We have a great conference 
planned for this year and 
sure hope you can join 
us.  A pre-conference 
workshop, “Digital Records 
Workshop: An Introduction 
to Issues and Practical 
Solutions,” will be held on 
Wednesday at the Bentley 
Historical Library.  Six 

sessions on Thursday will relate to the following topics:  
collaboration in preserving digital collections/electronic 
records; reference/education and outreach; low-cost solutions 
for digital assets; Michigan Collections Network; student 
jobs in archives; and grants.  Lunch will feature our keynote 
speaker, Francis X. Blouin, director of  the Bentley Historical 
Library, whose talk is titled “Documenting Michigan History: 
A Perspective from Nearly Forty Years at It.”

Various tours will be offered after the sessions on Thursday, 
on both Central Campus and North Campus, and we 
will end the day with a reception at the Bentley Historical 
Library.  Friday brings us six more sessions relating to film 
preservation; social history through the eyes of  missionaries; 
Archivists’ Toolkit; user perspectives on archives; audio 
preservation; and continuing education for archivists.  The 
lunch on Friday will include the business meeting and our 
ever-popular silent auction.  Proceeds from the auction go 
to Michigan History Day and MAA’s Scholarship and Grants 
Committee.  Anyone wishing to donate items for the auction 
may contact Nancy Richard (richanar@gvsu.edu).

Both the Local Arrangements Committee and the Program 
Committee have been working diligently to bring you a great 
conference, so mark your calendars!

http://www.webersinn.com
richanar@gvsu.edu
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MAA Annual Meeting Tours
Tours for MAA’s 2013 annual meeting in Ann Arbor include the following destinations:

Central Campus:
William L. Clements Library (http://www.clements.umich.edu/) 
Kelsey Museum of  Archaeology (http://www.lsa.umich.edu/kelsey/) 

North Campus:
James and Anne Duderstadt Center (http://www.dc.umich.edu/)
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library (http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/aboutlib.asp)
Bentley Historical Library (http://bentley.umich.edu/) 

Consult the conference program for the most up-to-date information, http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/annual-meeting/

William L. Clements Library
(Courtesy of R. Longstreth, photographer)

Kelsey Museum of  Archaeology
(Courtesy of John Kannenberg, photographer)

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

Bentley Historical Library

http://www.clements.umich.edu/
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/kelsey/
http://www.dc.umich.edu/
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/aboutlib.asp
http://bentley.umich.edu/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/annual-meeting/
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Michigan 
Collections

Archives of  the Detroit Conference
of  the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison Street
Adrian, Michigan 49221
(517) 265-5161, ext. 4429
Email: dcumcarchives@adrian.edu
Website: http://www.adrian.edu/library/about/methodist.php
Hours: By appointment only

The Detroit Conference Archives contains the records of  
the Conference, its Districts, and local Methodist churches 
in the eastern half  of  the Lower Peninsula and the entire 
Upper Peninsula, along with personal papers of  clergy 
and records of  Methodist organizations.  In addition to 
archival processing and description, the archivist maintains 
reference services, publishes an archives newsletter, makes 
presentations to groups, and creates exhibits for Annual 
Conference.
Each year our busiest days for onsite research fall during 
the church’s Annual Conference in May.  This year’s 
meeting in Adrian brought together all clergy along with lay 
representatives from each church.  We were open each day of  
Annual Conference and saw a steady stream of  researchers, 
some of  whom made multiple visits.  The Commission on 
Archives and History met during Annual Conference and 
heard a presentation by Rev. John Park, who spoke about the 
church postcards he collected over the years and donated 
to the archives.  The archivist scanned the postcards, did 
background research on each church, and helped create the 
PowerPoint presentation.

In July, Commission on Archives and History members 
Linda Schram and Marilyn McNitt, archivist Rebecca McNitt, 
archives volunteer William McNitt, and General Commission 
on Archives and History member Diana Miller attended the 
North Central Jurisdictional Convocation on Archives and 
History in Indianapolis, Indiana.  While at the convocation, 
they attended sessions and also visited local historical sites 
and churches. 
Acquisitions this year included the following:
●	 Detroit Conference Statistician’s Records
●	 Ann Arbor District Records
●	 More materials from these sources:

○	 Pontiac First Church
○	 Riverview Church
○	 Sault Sainte Marie Central Church

●	 Wooden Shoe Church

A major focus in the last two years has been the reprocessing 
of  older collections and the creation of  finding aids.  In 
addition, we have made much progress on appraisal, 
arrangement, and description of  a sizable backlog of  
previously unprocessed collections.  Recently completed 
collections include the following:
●	 United Methodist Churches

○	 Carleton
○	 Columbiaville
○	 Detroit: Christ
○	 Detroit: Redford
○	 Eastern Thumb Cooperative Parish
○	 Flint: Trinity
○	 Gilford
○	 Inkster: Christ
○	 Milan: Marble Memorial

●	 Districts
○	 Ann Arbor
○	 Detroit East
○	 Detroit West
○	 Marquette

●	 Conference
○	 Michigan Area Episcopal Office

Submitted by Rebecca McNitt 

Limerick
  By Meg Hixon, William L. Clements Library

  There was a young man from Bahrain
  Who worked in an archives in Spain
  One day he let out
  ¡Ay no!  – a great shout!
  For the backlog extended to Maine.

Please tell us 
your unusual, freakish, 

weird, funny, 
and serendipitous stories!

We encourage you to email them to 
openentry.editors@gmail.com
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Bayliss Public Library
Judge Joseph H. Steere Collection
541 Library Drive
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 49783
(906) 632-9331
Fax (906) 635-0210
Email: bayref@baylisslibrary.org
Website: www.baylisslibrary.org
Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., and Saturday 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Bayliss Public Library has successfully preserved its Survey of  
Lake Superior 1823-25 chart by Admiral Henry W. Bayfield.  
The Bentley Historical Library was able to repair folded 
pieces and re-adhere pieces that had come loose or torn off, 
trim loose threads at the edges of  the chart, and deacidify the 
paper.  A fundraiser was completed with the final restoration 
price much lower than originally quoted.  Conservator James 
W. Craven, in charge of  the project, was able to use a new 
method of  restoration on the chart that proved effective and 
much less time consuming than originally estimated.  The 
additional money raised was offered back to the donors, but 
donors agreed that the money be used for a Steere Room 
fund for acquisitions, archival supplies, and restoration of  
materials.  Those that donated $250 or more received a 
reproduction of  the chart.  A “Welcome Home” reception 
took place for the donors and included a presentation on the 
history of  the chart, which can be viewed online from our 
home page at the Program Videos link, http://www.uproc.lib.
mi.us/bpl/video%20links.html

Henry Wolsey Bayfield was born in 1795 in England. Bayfield 
joined the Royal Navy as a volunteer at the age of  11.  
Stationed in Upper Canada and assisting Captain William 
Fitzwilliam Owen in surveying the Canadian Lakes in 1815, 
he was placed in charge of  the surveys for Lakes Erie and 
Huron, with assistant Philip Edward Collins.  In 1825, Bayfield 
returned to England and spent two years completing the charts 
of  the three lakes.  He later went on to chart the St. Lawrence.  
The chart is unique, with hand lettering and penciled remarks 
of  the names of  areas surrounding Lake Superior.  Also, the 
chart, which measures 36” x 71”, does not include the official 
logo of  printing from the Admiralty Hydrographical Office.  
A copy of  the chart will be on display in the library for public 
view and the original will be stored in an acid-free tube.  For 
further information on Admiral Henry W. Bayfield, see the 
article “The Great Lakes Surveys of  Henry Bayfield” 
in Michigan History magazine’s January/February 2013 issue. 

Bayliss also has received funds from the Roberts P. and Ella B. 
Hudson Foundation for a Digital Historical Archive that will 
include a laptop with over 13,000 images and miscellaneous 
documents of  historical and genealogical interest, as well 
as an index of  the material to aid in research.  Much of  the 
material will be available for the first time to researchers and it 
is anticipated that further materials will be added to the Digital 
Archive at a later date.  The material will be preserved on 
archival quality DVD-Rs and on a server.  The laptop will be 
available for researchers in the Steere Room.

Submitted by Amber Clement

Chart by Admiral Henry W. Bayfield, Survey 
of  Lake Superior, 1823-25. 

http://www.uproc.lib.mi.us/bpl/video%20links.html
http://www.uproc.lib.mi.us/bpl/video%20links.html
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Bentley Historical Library
The University of  Michigan
1150 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-2113
(734) 764-3482   
Fax: (734) 936-1333
Email: bentley.ref@umich.edu
Website: http://www.bentley.umich.edu/
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; January 
to April also open Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

New Acquisitions:
Jim Dunne papers, 1969-2011, bulk 1974-1996. (2 linear feet in 
4 boxes) Jim Dunne, an automotive spy photographer and 
journalist, worked throughout his forty-year career for several 
publications including Popular Science, Popular Mechanics, and 
Road and Track. He was also involved in automotive track 
testing, and his methods are still used in national publications. 
Known for his work taking and publishing photos of  
automobile models before their intended public introduction, 
his world-famous spy photography received several awards 
and recognitions, such as the Road and Travel Magazine 
Lifetime Achievement Award. The collection contains 
articles and a book written by Dunne; magazines and a digital 
slideshow featuring his photographic work; and photographs, 
slides, and negatives of  various sizes with the highlights from 
his career. There are miscellaneous materials including a press 
release from the Auto Writer’s League of  Detroit, a General 
Motors proving grounds trespass statement, a letter regarding 
a profile written on Dunne, several magazine photo clippings 
credited to Dunne, and a first-issue reproduction of  The 
Horseless Age. Also included in the collection are publications 
that pay tribute to Dunne’s life and achievements.

David Hummel scrapbooks, 1953-1968. (1 linear foot) David 
Hummel, a native of  Saginaw, Michigan, performed drag 
shows and night clubs in Detroit, Michigan, and partnered 
with Joe Price as the duo Fono Fools. The collection contains 
a scrapbook (now in two volumes) covering the years 1953-
1968 and documenting his career. This volume also includes 
publicity photographs, informal snapshots, and related 
materials of  other performers. Another scrapbook (1955-
1957) contains publicity photographs (mostly autographed) 
of  cast members from productions of  the Flint Musical Tent 
Shows and informal snapshots of  cast members in costume. 
There are loose photographs, digital copies (on CDs) of  the 
scrapbooks, and CDs of  performances at the “Gold Dollar” 
club in Detroit.

Joseph E. Kincaid papers, 1967-1999. (9 linear feet and 1 motion 
picture reel) Joseph E. Kincaid was president of  Kalamazoo 
Right to Life Committee and executive vice president of  

Right to Life of  Michigan, Inc. The collection contains 
meeting minutes, financial records, and advocacy materials 
from Kincaid’s work with the Kalamazoo Right to Life 
Committee, Michigan Citizens for Life, and Right to Life of  
Michigan, Inc.; legislative bill proposals, legal briefs, and other 
court documents that highlight Kincaid’s opposition to public 
funding of  abortion; also educational materials about the 
effects of  abortion on mothers and unborn fetuses.

Netzorg family papers, late 1800s-2012, bulk 1938-1998. (30 linear 
feet in 35 boxes, 1 outsize box, and 1 audio cassette box) Morton 
Isadore Netzorg, a Michigan native, and graduate of  the 
1910 class of  the University of  Michigan, with his wife 
Katherine, taught in the Philippine public schools as part 
of  the Thomasites teacher corps before World War II and 
were prominent members of  the Manila Jewish community. 
They were imprisoned in the Santo Tomas internment camp 
during the Japanese occupation (1942-1945). After liberation 
Morton served as Regional Director of  the Manila branch 
of  the National Jewish Welfare Board. Their son Morton 
Jacob “Jock” Netzorg was a noted bibliographer and author 
on the subject of  the Philippine Islands. He and his wife 
Petra “Pete” Fuld Netzorg owned the Cellar Book Shop in 
Detroit, Michigan, specializing in literature published in and 
about the Philippines and Southeast Asia. Petra was a refugee 
from Nazi Germany. Petra’s sister Bracha Fuld was a member 
of  the Jewish Resistance against the British authorities in 
British Mandate Palestine and was killed in action in 1946. 
The collection contains family and business correspondence, 
including internment camp communications of  Morton I. 
and Katherine; journals and diaries; published works and 
manuscripts of  Morton J.; material related to Bracha Fuld’s 
death and her military ribbon; World War II-period artifacts; 
photographs; and the Cellar Book Shop card catalog.

Carl F. Reitz papers, 1941-1953. (0.6 linear feet) Carl F. 
Reitz served in the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps and 
Transportation Corps, 1941-1946, as 1st lieutenant and 
platoon commander in the 4012th Quartermaster Truck 
Company, part of  the “Red Ball Express” convoy system 
during World War II. He served in England, France, and 
Germany. The collection contains military special orders 
and certificates, various documents relating to Reitz’s service 
responsibilities, and photographs and photograph albums 
relating to his African American trucking unit.

A. Alfred Taubman papers, 1950-2011. (ca. 220 linear feet in 
246 boxes, 20 oversize volumes, and 12 display panels) A. Alfred 
Taubman, a Michigan-based business entrepreneur and 
developer of  retail and mixed-use real estate projects in 
Michigan, California, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Russia, is also 
a philanthropist and a community leader active in various 



15Open Entry Spring 2013

Detroit development projects. The collection consists of  
business and personal records documenting Taubman’s 
development of  retail and mixed-use real estate projects, his 
role as a leader in the national real estate industry, his various 
investments and business interests, and his contributions 
to the arts and to other groups working toward developing 
Detroit’s economy. Other files relate to his ownership of  the 
Michigan Panthers football team, acquisition of  the Irvine 
Ranch in California, and his acquisition and transformation 
of  Sotheby’s auction house. Portions of  the collection 
concern his endowments to Brown, Harvard, and the 
University of  Michigan.

Digital Curation has been very active since its creation 
in 2011.  The following are descriptions of  some of  the 
department’s activities in the last year.

“Preserving Audio at the Bentley Historical Library” by Melissa 
Hernández Durán
Unique audio recordings such as John F. Kennedy’s 1960 visit 
to Ann Arbor and Mike Wallace’s early radio shows at the 
University of  Michigan are just some examples of  reel-to-reel 
materials being digitally preserved at the Bentley Historical 
Library. More than 14,000 recordings in formats including 
tape reels, discs, wire recordings, cylinders, and cassette tapes 
are part of  the library’s collections. The content includes 
radio broadcasts, musical performances, oral histories, 
departmental and institutional recordings, and religious and 
political audio material.

The variety and content of  these audio materials make them 
a rich resource to study the history of  the state and the 
university. Therefore, preserving these and providing access 
were matters of  importance that needed to be addressed with 
effective planning. The delicate condition of  the items, as well 
as the lack of  playback equipment for these legacy formats, 
limited access to the unique content of  these materials. The 
amounts of  at-risk media, as well as the Bentley Library’s 
desire to foster access to its collections, were key factors in 
the decision to preserve the audio materials in digital format.

In 2012, the Audio Preservation Project was developed 
with the goal of  digitizing a selection of  approximately 800 
cassettes and 1600 reel-to-reel tapes as an initial phase of  a 
more encompassing digital preservation effort at the Bentley. 
The project entails prioritization and selection, metadata 
collection, project tracking, digitization of  recordings into 
preservation and access audio files, and management of  the 
digital derivatives. Staff  at the Bentley developed tools and 
systems to achieve this, which included the Audio Digital 
Preservation Database and a quality control tool.

The Audio Digital Preservation Database is used in tracking 
administrative information about records that are undergoing 

digitization, including collection and cataloging information. 
In addition, descriptive, technical, and preservation metadata 
is recorded within it. Project progress and digital file status 
and location are tracked as well with the database.

As for the resulting digital files, these undergo a manual and 
automated quality control check to ensure that they meet 
the project’s digitization specifications. The Bentley Audio 
File Validator was developed by Assistant Archivist Matthew 
Adair to automate some of  the processes, checking the 
files received for valid metadata, number of  files, directory 
structures, file extensions, and additional criteria.

Through this three-year effort, the library expects to 
digitize audio recordings from over 100 collections. The 
Audio Preservation Project is ongoing, with digital curation 
workflows and tools continuing to be developed and refined. 
Through it, the Library’s collections are enriched and access is 
extended and supported.

Melissa Hernandez Durán, project lead, will be giving a 
presentation on this project at the Audio Preservation Session 
at the next MAA annual meeting in June 2013.

“New Skills for Old Bytes: Digital Processing at the Bentley Historical 
Library” by Michael Shallcross
Archivists from the Bentley Historical Library’s Division of  
Digital Curation had a poster on their development of  an 
automated digital processing workflow accepted at iPRES 
2012, the 9th International Conference on Preservation of  
Digital Objects in Toronto, Canada.  Digital Curation, the 
Bentley’s newest division, was established in April 2011 with 
the goal of  developing and implementing solutions for the 
long-term preservation and management of  digital materials.  
The library has accessioned born-digital content (Microsoft 
Office documents, PDFs, audio and video files, images, etc.) 
since the late 1990s, but a surge in such content over recent 
years led Division Head Nancy Deromedi and Assistant 
Archivist Michael Shallcross to seek more efficient and 
standardized digital processing procedures.

Archival processing in the digital era requires appraisal, 
arrangement, and description, in addition to procedures that 
ensure the authenticity, integrity, and security of  content.  
Patrons need to trust that research materials are unchanged 
since entering the library’s custody, and donors must be 
confident that appropriate access restrictions are enforced 
– no easy feat in an era where records can be easily altered 
or distributed across the world with the click of  a button.  
Confidence and trust in the authenticity and integrity of  
digital materials require archivists to perform preservation 
events.  These actions include scans for viruses and personally 
identifiable information (such as credit card or Social Security 
numbers), the creation of  preservation copies for content 
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originally stored in proprietary or potentially obsolete 
formats, and the generation of  metadata (“data about data”): 
descriptive (creator, collection title, date, etc.), administrative 
(donor information, copyright, access restrictions, etc.) and 
technical (file format, mime type, file size, etc.).

Perhaps the most important preservation event is the 
calculation and storage of  checksums, “digital fingerprints” 
generated by programs that run the bytes within a given 
file against an algorithm to produce a unique alphanumeric 
string (i.e., 7946fbb6977d164649cc726a84f94ad8e).  If, 
during subsequent “integrity checks” (regularly scheduled 
operations where checksums are recalculated and compared 
against the original ones), an archivist discovers a discrepancy 
in checksum values, s/he knows that the file in question has 
been altered or corrupted and must be replaced with a copy 
stored in a separate backup location.  Trust and confidence 
also require archivists to document all the actions they 
perform so that future researchers and administrators have 
an audit trail that clearly delineates the content’s history and 
provenance.

The manual workflow Deromedi and Shallcross initially 
developed in 2011 to process digital files consisted of  more 
than 40 discrete steps and required archivists to operate 20 

Clarke Historical Library
Central Michigan University
250 Preston Street
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48859
(989) 774-3352
Fax: (989) 774-2160
Email: Clarke@cmich.edu
Website: http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (open some 
Saturdays 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; check website for specific dates)

Last summer one of  my students, Tressa Graves, went to 
the Alaska Film Archives for a film preservation internship.  
She returned to CMU very excited and knowledgeable, with 
firsthand experience about film preservation.  This helped me 
decide that I should employ her experience and enthusiasm 
to begin a film preservation project.  Our plan is to assess the 
deterioration of  our films, figure out what we could/should 
do to help preserve them, purchase requisite supplies and 
equipment, and, we hope, entice film preservation interns 
from NYU and UCLA to assist us. 

The Clarke houses a number of  collections consisting mostly 
of  film, as well as several collections with a film or two 
amongst other formats.  Most of  the films are 16mm acetate 
film stock, although some are 8 mm and/or polyester films. 

applications and save log files according to strict naming 
conventions.  While effective, this approach was highly 
labor intensive and introduced many opportunities for 
inconsistencies and operator errors.  Given these challenges, 
Shallcross began to write computer code in November 
2011 for what would become the AutomatedProcessor 
(or AutoPro).  The 33 Windows CMD.EXE shell scripts 
that comprise AutoPro control the operation of  multiple 
command line programs to move content through a 12-step 
workflow (which includes eight preservation events), generate 
a complete audit trail, and prepare files to be deposited in the 
Bentley’s digital repository, Deep Blue (see http://deepblue.
lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/65133).  With AutoPro, the 
Digital Curation Division has made digital processing more 
efficient by automating key workflow steps and at the same 
time reducing technical barriers so processors can focus on 
the traditional archival functions of  appraisal, arrangement, 
and description.  For more information on automated 
digital processing at the Bentley Historical Library and to 
view Deromedi and Shallcross’s iPRES 2012 presentation 
materials, please see http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/
handle/2027.42/95923

Submitted by Marilyn M. McNitt

Tressa Graves at the AMIA conference regarding film preservation project, 2012.

http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/65133
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/65133
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/95923
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/95923
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Some of  our films document CMU events like graduation 
and homecoming, marching band performances, speeches of  
presidents, the building of  the University Center and Finch 
Field House, parades, and educational materials, among 
others. Northern Michigan events, citizen military training 
at Camp Custer, number among the off-campus topics 
documented by the films. The total number of  films is 50. 

By far the largest film collection, almost entirely composed 
of  film from the 1950s-1980s, is Channels 9 and 10 news 
broadcasts that include 70 cubic feet of  film on 3,000 
reels. The collection comprises outtakes, stock footage, A 
and B rolls, as well as the final products that were aired on 
Channels 9 and 10.  Currently, Channels 9 and 10 broadcast 
to 35 northern LP and UP Michigan counties, and it used 
to broadcast to parts of  Canada.  For most of  us north of  
Lansing, Channels 9 and 10 were our main sources of  news 
back when TVs had bunny ear antennas – long before cable 
TV.   Even today, for local news in northern Michigan, most 
people watch 9 & 10 News.

I first compiled a list of  collections with film in them, and 
then Tressa inventoried their physical status using A-D 
strips, which read chemical breakdowns.  This showed that 
the physical status of  the films ranges from good (mostly) 
to late stage decomposition (a few).  The few films with late 
stage decomposition need to be sent to a transfer company 
to be professionally transferred, as they require specialized 
equipment. Tressa also used a borrowed film shrinkage gauge 
to ascertain which films suffered from severe shrinkage.

We have purchased almost all of  the requisite equipment 
for this project. There is some equipment that we can use 
in conjunction with the Clarke’s preservation microfilming 
unit, but there is still much that needs to be purchased.  
Fortunately for us and for the films, we have the financial 
support of  the director.

In early December 2012, Tressa and I visited AMIA (the 
Association of  Moving Images Archives) and learned 
a lot about film preservation, current issues in the field 
such as the change from film negative to digital in movies, 
and collaborative preservation efforts in New York City 
and Albania.  Tressa presented a poster about our film 
preservation project.  There were vendors there for all kinds 
of  film and film preservation concerns and everyone was 
quite friendly.  Plus, Seattle rocks. 

As soon as we have film cans, a splicer, and winders, we will 
begin the preservation part of  our project.  Our goals are 
to do as much as we can to preserve the films – to can and 
store all the films properly; to transfer what we can; to update 
all catalog records, finding aids, and encoded finding aids; 
and to move what we need into cold storage.  The current 
environmental conditions of  the Clarke stacks, while fine 
for manuscripts and books, are insufficient for films, which 
require cooler temperatures.  All the films will need to be 
viewed and most spliced together onto bigger reels. Once 
films are canned, they will be stacked to save space.  This 
storage method is best practice storage protocol in film 
archives.  We also must decide if  we will use cold storage on 
or off  campus.

Channels 9 & 10 News film collection in the Clarke Historical Library photographed in 2012:
(left to right) boxes on storage shelves, inside box from 1976, and film on reel showing deterioration to level 3.
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There is only one film archives in the Midwest, at Indiana 
University.  Few archives that we know of  are transferring 
their films, even their most important ones.  There are many 
concerns at AMIA with major long-term film companies like 
Kodak and Fuji ceasing to make motion picture film.  It will 
become more difficult in the future to save films.

Tressa is now working part-time at the Clarke to do the 
majority of  the physical work with the film preservation 
project.  While at AMIA, we were approached by people 
leading the film preservation programs at NYU and 
UCLA about sending some of  their students to us for 
internships.  We are currently pursuing the possibility of  
getting interns for our project.  We hope by the end of  2014, 

Detroit Public Library
Burton Historical Collection
5201 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202
(313) 481-1401
Email: bhc@detroitpubliclibrary.org
Website: http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/featuredcollection/
burton-historical-collection
Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.; 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Detroit Public Library Friends Foundation Secures 
Grant to Archive Coleman A. Young Mayoral Papers

Detroit, Mich., Jan. 8 – The Detroit Public Library has 
announced that its Friends Foundation is one of  only 22 
institutions in the United States selected by the Council on 
Library and Information Resources to receive a prestigious 
Cataloging Hidden Special Collections and Archives Award 
for 2012.

Created in 2008 and funded by The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, the Cataloging Hidden Special Collections and 
Archives program supports the identification and cataloging 
of  difficult-to-locate special collections and archives of  
great scholarly value.  Award recipients create web-accessible 
records according to standards that enable the federation 
of  their local catalog entries into larger groups of  related 
records, enabling the broadest possible exposure to the 
scholarly community.

Other 2012 recipients of  the award include the American 
Museum of  Natural History, Columbia University, 
Johns Hopkins University, and the Museum of  the City 
of  New York.

A registry of  hidden collections and archives is available at 
http://www.clir.org/hiddencollections/registry.  

The $87,400 Detroit Public Library grant will be used to 
catalog the vast collection of  mayoral papers of  Coleman 
A. Young, who served as Mayor of  Detroit for 20 years, 
beginning in 1974.  Young, who is widely considered to 
be one of  this nation’s most significant African American 
mayors, served as vice-chairman of  the Democratic National 

when Tressa graduates, to have most of  our current film 
collection in better shape than it is now.  Students in CMU’s 
Public Broadcasting program on campus are interested 
in volunteering.  We are also happy to hear that MSU is 
beginning to consider what to do about its film preservation 
issues.  It will be nice to have another nearby university 
considering these same issues.

If  anyone has any questions, please contact me at 989-774-
3990 or marian.matyn@cmich.edu or talk to us at MAA-Ann 
Arbor this June. 

Submitted by Marian Matyn 

Mayor Coleman A. Young

http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/featuredcollection/burton-historical-collection
http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/featuredcollection/burton-historical-collection
http://www.clir.org/hiddencollections/registry
mailto:marian.matyn@cmich.edu
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Committee from 1977-1981.  In 1980, he led the Democratic 
Conference of  Mayors.  Young’s papers, which consist of  
1,175 boxes of  documents from his administration, will 
provide insights into the racial, economic, and urban political 
history of  the era.

In response to the award announcement, Friends Foundation 
Executive Director Patrice Merritt stated:  “The processing 
of  the Young Collection will fill a tremendous gap in the 
historical record of  Detroit.  Mayor Young was one of  the 
first and foremost African American mayors in the United 
States.  We are humbled that the Council and the Mellon 
Foundation have acknowledged the legacy of  Mayor Young 
by supporting this important archival initiative.”

The work of  two archivists will begin immediately and is 
expected to take two years to complete.  The archivists will 
blog as they work, posting online any particularly interesting 
discoveries.  The permanent collection will be housed in the 
Main Library.

About the Detroit Public Library Friends Foundation

The Detroit Public Library Friends Foundation is one of  
the oldest, largest, and most successful Friends groups in the 
nation.  Its purpose is to maintain an association of  people 
who are interested in promoting Detroit’s cultural growth, 
enhancing all types of  literacy, and increasing public awareness 
of  the activities and services of  the Detroit Public Library.  
The foundation acts as trustee for the receipt, management, 
investment, and disbursement of  money and goods received for 
the use and benefit of  the entire Detroit Public Library System.
Additional information about the Detroit Public Library 
Friends Foundation is available at 
http://www.detroitpubliclibrary.org/friends-foundation  

• Detroit Public Library Contact: Laura L. Rodwan,  
lrodwan@sbcglobal.net, 313-477-2750
• Friends Foundation Contact:  Patrice R. Merritt,  
pmerritt@detroitpubliclibrary.org,  313-481-1357

Submitted by Patrice Merritt

Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library and Museum
National Archives and Records 
Administration
1000 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109
(734) 205-0555
Fax: (734) 205-0571
Email: ford.library@nara.gov
Website: http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:45 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.; closed 
Federal Holidays.

Systematic Digitization
While the Library continues to make progress in all program 
areas, for this issue I have chosen to feature one of  our newer 
efforts – systematic digitization.  Although the staff  has been 
digitizing selected items and posting them to our website 
since the 1990s, it was not until June 2009 that we launched a 
program of  systematic digitization – digitizing entire series or 
collections to make them easier for scholars to research.  This 
program is headed by archivist Stacy Davis, working closely 
with archivist Bill McNitt.

From the beginning, the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Foundation has provided us with funding to buy scanning 
equipment and hire staff.  This program has proved so 
popular among Foundation trustees that last year they 
increased funding to hire a second digitization technician; 

their current fundraising campaign includes a goal of  raising 
one million dollars for digitization work.

The first collection that we digitized under this program 
was the Library’s most popular one – the National Security 
Adviser Memoranda of  Conversations, which provide 
transcripts of  White House meetings on foreign affairs and 
national security matters.  Since then we have completed a 
mix of  already popular collections and those that we feel are 
important but underutilized because of  a lack of  indexing.

Each folder is scanned into a separate PDF file with 
Optical Character Recognition (OCR) making them text 
searchable (most of  our key documents are typed rather 
than handwritten).  As our digitization technicians, Rebecca 
McNitt and Amy Stilgenbauer, complete the scanning of  
folders, the files are uploaded to our web server and linked 
both to our online finding aids and to the folder description 
records in the National Archives’ Archives Research Catalog 
(ARC).  Online search engines such as Google read and index 
the folders.

Recently completed collections available through our Digital 
Library (http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/docs.
asp) include the following:
●	 National Security Council Meetings File – 1,057 

pages
●	 White House Press Releases – 27,197 pages
●	 Frances K. Pullen Files (First Lady’s speechwriter) – 

2,328 pages

http://www.detroitpubliclibrary.org/friends-foundation
mailto:lrodwan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pmerritt@detroitpubliclibrary.org
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/docs.asp
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/docs.asp
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●	 Frank Zarb Papers (Energy czar) – 6,981 pages
●	 Bradley Patterson Files (Native Americans) – 5,063 

pages
●	 Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders – 

3,035 pages
●	 White House Special Files Unit (campaign debates, 

selected issues, Federal budget) – 7,649 pages
●	 Presidential Speeches and Statements: Reading 

Copies – 17,579 pages

For those who would like something quite different, we 
have digitized The Republican Congressional Cook Book (ca. 
1962), containing recipes for such delicacies as “Peas, 
Pickle, and Peanut Salad” or “Scalloped Cabbage, Spaghetti, 
and Wisconsin Cheese.”  Maybe “General Eisenhower’s 
Beef  Stew,” which serves 60 guests, will appeal to 
you.  See http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/
document/0286/1113018.pdf

We also digitized a small collection of  Frederica Pantlind 
Papers, including eighteen letters (1933-1937) from young 

Gerald Ford, a Grand Rapids friend and neighbor.  The 
letters reveal much about Gerald Ford’s life as a college 
student and athlete and his work as an assistant coach at Yale 
University.  Other materials concern Ms. Pantlind’s social life 
in Grand Rapids and visits to Ann Arbor.  See http://www.
fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/findingaid/Pantlind,_
Frederica_-_Papers.asp#FTL

We recently reached the mark of  having 100,000 pages of  
textual documents available digitally.  While this is but a tiny 
fraction of  the 25 million pages among our holdings, it does 
represent a great step forward in the past three-and-a-half  
years.  Many researchers (including those from overseas) can 
begin their research well before they actually visit the Library.  
The collections we have digitized are also conducive to 
student exercises and browsing by the public.

In addition to textual materials, we have digitized almost 
13,000 contact sheets containing all images shot by the White 
House photographers and quite a few of  the audio files of  
President Ford’s speeches.

Although our focus is on systematic digitization, we still do 
some online exhibits featuring selected items on specific 
topics.  Because of  frequent requests, we recently digitized 
some of  our holdings concerning “Operation Babylift” 
(flying orphans out of  Saigon just before it fell in 1975).  
Last year an intern digitized selected documents concerning 
White House State Dinners.  This year an intern is selecting 
documents concerning the passage of  the 25th Amendment 
(Presidential Disability and Succession) and its use in the 
nomination and confirmation of  Gerald Ford and Nelson 
Rockefeller as Vice President.

Staff  News
Our staff, which has remained remarkably stable over the 
years, is beginning to change because of  retirements.  David 
Horrocks, who had served as supervisory archivist since 1977, 
retired last June.  Geir Gundersen was selected to replace 
him, effective at the end of  July.  Geir came to the Library  in 
1989 from the National Archives and most recently served 
as lead declassification archivist and Information Security 
Program Manager (ISPM).

This year we faced the retirement of  audiovisual archives 
specialist Nancy Mirshah at the end of  February and textual 
archivist Bill McNitt at the end of  March.  As these long-
time staff  members depart, we are working hard on training 
younger staff  to pick up the many “hats” and assignments 
that are being vacated.

Submitted by Bill McNitt

http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/document/0286/1113018.pdf
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/document/0286/1113018.pdf
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/findingaid/Pantlind,_Frederica_-_Papers.asp#FTL
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/findingaid/Pantlind,_Frederica_-_Papers.asp#FTL
http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/guides/findingaid/Pantlind,_Frederica_-_Papers.asp#FTL
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Operation Babylift:  
President Gerald R. Ford 
carries a Vietnamese baby 
from “Clipper 1742,” one 
of  the planes that transported 
approximately 325 South 
Vietnamese orphans from 
Saigon to the United States.  
Taken in San Francisco 
International Airport on 
April 5, 1975, by David 
Hume Kennerly.
(Courtesy Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Library, Image 
A3860-28A)

Michigan State University
University Archives & Historical Collections
Conrad Hall 
888 Wilson Road, Room 101
East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1237
(517) 355-2330
Fax: (517) 353-9319
Email: archives@msu.edu
Website: http://archives.msu.edu
Blog: msuarchives.wordpress.com
Twitter feed: twitter.com/#!/msuarchives
Flickr feed: www.flickr.com/photos/msuarchives
Digital exhibit: www.onthebanks.msu.edu
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MSUarchives
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Collections Updates
MSU Archives has acquired a World War II scrapbook which 
was assembled to document Operation Crossroads, a joint 
U.S. Army/Navy project in the Bikini Atoll that tested the 
effects of  atomic blasts on the US fleet. This large, detailed 
collection contains documents describing Major Perry 
Thomas’ experiences during the operation and includes 
meticulous information documenting the various steps of  the 
mission. The scrapbook contains pictures of  staff  members, 
the airplanes and photographic equipment that were used, 

the actual atomic blasts, scenes of  daily life on the Kwajalein 
Base, and photos of  natives from the Bikini Atoll. Copies of  
articles from the New Yorker magazine centering around the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings are also included.

This past October, MSU Archives launched its website 
commemorating the Civil War sesquicentennial (http://
civilwar.archives.msu.edu). This site brings together a host of  
MSU’s valuable Civil War resources – hundreds of  pages of  
correspondence, diaries, musters, reminiscences, photos and 
music – as well as a guide to help researchers navigate the 
available resources. One of  the unique features of  the site is 
the ability to view the actual page of  an original document 
alongside a copy of  the transcript. Although no battles were 
fought in Michigan, men and women from the state served 
throughout the war in over 50 Michigan regiments as well as 
regiments from other states. These troops proved vital to the 
Union strategy and it is purported that this support prompted 
President Lincoln to exclaim, “Thank God for Michigan!”

MSU Archives, in conjunction with the MSU Department 
of  History and MATRIX, has received $264,998 in funding 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities to 
digitize records related to the MSU Vietnam Project. The 
archives contains records chronicling MSU’s involvement 
in the government of  South Vietnam from 1955-62 and 
includes more than 77 cubic feet of  material documenting 
the administration of  contracts between MSU and the 

mailto:archives@msu.edu
http://archives.msu.edu
http://msuarchives.wordpress.com
http://twitter.com/#!/msuarchives
http://www.flickr.com/photos/msuarchives
http://www.onthebanks.msu.edu
http://www.facebook.com/MSUarchives
http://civilwar.archives.msu.edu
http://civilwar.archives.msu.edu
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U.S. Foreign Operations Administration; reports on the 
rural economy and society in South Vietnam; and personal 
communications between MSU staff  assisting in police 
training, ceremonies, and inspection tours.  The grant is 
scheduled to run through 2015 and the goal is to put 100,000 
pages from the collection online. 

The MSU Research Data Management Guidance 
(RDMG) service, a joint effort between the MSU 
Libraries and University Archives, was created to respond 
to the emerging concern surrounding research data 
management. RDMG teaches workshops and provides 
consulting services on data management planning to campus 
researchers. Other services include regularly scheduled 
discussion/presentation meetings for researchers and data 
management service providers, as well as an online service 
providers catalog. 

Refer to http://www.lib.msu.edu/rdmg/index.jsp for more 
information.

Past Activities
In November 2012, in conjunction with the East Lansing 
Film Festival, UAHC sponsored a showing of  the film The 
Godfather.  The presentation included an open house at the 
MSU Archives facility and an appearance by Sparty.

Ed Busch presented at MAC in April 2012 with the topic 
“Implementing Archive-It at MSU”; helped create a TV spot 
for the Flint ABC station WJRT-TV in September dealing 
with the MSU Archives Civil War Website; and in April 2012 
spent the day with Megan Malone, assistant archivist, at a 
local elementary school in East Lansing working with kids on 
topics relating to personal, MSU, and Michigan history.
UAHC staff  publications included “Student Health Through 
the Years” by Ed Busch in the MSU Libraries Oct 2012 issue 
of  Insight and “Find It In the MSU Archives!” by Ed Busch 
in the Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society’s newsletter of  
September 2012.

Submitted by Portia Vescio

Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202
(313) 577-4024 
Fax: (313) 577-4300
Email: reutherreference@wayne.edu
Website: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib
Hours: Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; 
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. by appointment.

Faced with an extreme shortage of  storage area, the Walter 
P. Reuther Library has been sending thousands of  boxes 
to an off-site storage location on campus.  With logistics 
planned by Bill Gulley, staff  members have been pitching 
in to identify collections that are closed because of  donor 
agreements, to pull and stage boxes, to arrange the materials 
at the off-site facility, and to update location records.  The 
move will be complete by the end of  April.

Reuther Library archivists Elizabeth Clemens, Mary Wallace, 
and Mike Smith shared their expertise this January at the 
newly renovated Detroit Historical Museum’s open house 
for the Wayne State University community.  The open house 
offered a day full of  events, including tours, free lunches, a 
Detroit trivia contest, and historical presentations.  Clemens 
presented on “The Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
in Detroit: Treasures from the New Deal”; Smith presented 
on “The Detroit Autoworker and the United Auto Workers 

(UAW)”; and Wallace presented on “The Detroit Lions: The 
Early and Championship Years, 1934–1957.”

The Audiovisual Department has been particularly busy 
fulfilling requests this past winter, including providing 
materials for the Oscar-nominated documentary Searching 
for Sugar Man.  The documentary is about 1970s Detroit 
folksinger Sixto Rodriguez, who was not well known in the 
United States but developed a cult following among anti-
apartheid activists in South Africa.  It is unknown how many 
degrees of  separation this puts between our AV archivists and 
Kevin Bacon.

On a personal note, four staff  members welcomed new 
babies to their families in Fall 2012.  Apparently no boys and 
no names beginning with consonants were allowed.  Babies 
Iris, Evangeline, Imogene, and Abigail are now part of  the 
Reuther extended family.

Submitted by Troy Eller

Do you have 
“Little-Known Collections” 

that you’d like to share?  
If so, we encourage you to email them to 

openentry.editors@gmail.com

http://www.lib.msu.edu/rdmg/index.jsp
http://reutherreference@wayne.edu
http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib
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William L. Clements Library
The University of  Michigan
909 S. University Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1190
(734) 764-2347
Fax: (734) 647-0716
Email: clements.library@umich.edu
Website: http://www.clements.umich.edu
Blog: http://theclementslibrary.blogspot.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/clements.library 
Hours: Monday through Wednesday and Friday 9:00 a.m. - 
4:45 p.m.; Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 7:45 p.m.

New Acquisitions
The Clements Library recently acquired a fascinating 1760 
legal document respecting the plight of  Genoese ship captain 
Lorenzo Giglio.  British privateers seized his cargo ship 
Immaculata Concezione & St. Ignazio de Loyola on two occasions 
during the Seven Years War.  This 48-page, 15” x 19” 
collection of  depositions, pleas, judgments, bills of  lading, 
and cargo inventories vividly documents the circumstances 
surrounding the capture of  Giglio’s ship, first along the 
American shoreline (1757) and then while transporting POWs 
to Santo Domingo (1759).  He successfully argued that he 
was not allied with France at the Vice Admiralty Court of  
New York, though his plea was not successful at the Vice 
Admiralty Court of  Gibraltar.  This dense legal document will 
serve researchers of  shipping and trade, privateers, the French 
and Indian War, maritime law, and other areas of  inquiry. 

Building Renovations
On November 15, 2012, the Regents of  the University of  
Michigan gave first approval for a renovation of  the Clements 
Library building.  The renovation project will include 
improvements to all three floors of  the building, as well as 
the construction of  a two-level underground addition to 
house mechanical systems on the lower floor and collections 
on the upper floor.  The second floor of  the original 1923 
building will be converted entirely to collections storage. The 
lower level will contain curatorial offices, work space, and 
meeting/orientation rooms.  The renovation will include only 
minor changes to the first floor, with its beautiful main room 
that was designed by Albert Kahn.

According to the current schedule, full services will continue 
at the library through the middle of  July 2013.  The library 
will then close for the temporary relocation of  library staff  
and collections.  Current plans estimate that the project will 
take from eighteen months to two years.  The Clements 
Library’s temporary location at 1580 Ellsworth Road will 
include a reading room, and the collections should be fully 
accessible for research. 
 
Please visit http://www.clements.umich.edu/renovation.php 
for up-to-date information about the renovation project.

Submitted by Cheney Schopieray

MAA will hold a silent auction at the annual meeting in Ann Arbor to benefit Michigan History Day and the MAA 
Scholarship Fund.  Some fabulous donations have been secured already, and we hope the list will grow.  Thanks to those who 
donated early.

• A 2012 team-signed World Series ball donated by Ilitch Holdings, Inc.
• Overnight stay at the Amway Grand Plaza hotel in downtown Grand Rapids. The Plaza Dreams package includes overnight  
accommodations in a luxurious guestroom; access to the Fitness Center equipped with exercise equipment, a pool, a spa,   
and courts for tennis, basketball and racquetball; and 20% off  items in the Plaza Essentials Gift Shop and Plaza Men’s Shop
• Four daytime tickets to Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, the 132-acre botanical garden and outdoor sculpture 
park located in Grand Rapids, named one of  the top 30 must-see museums in the world
• Tour of  the Herman Miller facilities and archives, and a meal at the Marigold Lodge with Herman Miller hosts, donated by 
Herman Miller (this tour received rave reviews from the last winner of  this donation)
• Wine and cheese baskets
• Tickets for Henry Ford Museum or Greenfield Village
• Michigan items from the State of  Michigan store
• … and more

Please consider making a donation yourself, or if  you think you know of  an institution or individual to contribute to this 
important event, contact Nancy Richard, richanar@gvsu.edu or (616)331-8726 or contact a board member.

MAA Silent Auction
By Nancy Richard, Grand Valley State University Archives and MAA Auction/Fundraising Committee

http://clements.library@umich.edu
http://www.clements.umich.edu
http://theclementslibrary.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/clements.library
http://www.clements.umich.edu/renovation.php
mailto:richanar@gvsu.edu
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STRANGE COINCIDENCES IN THE ARCHIVES 
By Rebecca Bizonet, The Henry Ford, MAA Board Member-at-Large, and Open Entry Co-editor

Recently, while preparing for an upcoming annual team meeting by studying some old annual reports and other historical 
documents, I ran across a poor-quality, uncited photocopy at the end of  one the reports.  It was from a 1920s-era car 
saleswoman, writing to Henry Ford about her love of  her work and her admiration for the mogul.  I wondered why it was 
included in the report, but I had other work to finish, so I moved on.  The next day, I received a research request asking me 
to find out anything I could about a…1920s-era car dealer or saleswoman in Seattle, by the name of  Lillian Sheridan.  Going 
back to that old report, I looked more carefully for a citation but still found none.  Nonetheless, I was pretty sure it came 
from one of  the accessions that make up the Henry Ford Office records (circa 1,623 cubic feet).  I checked the finding aid for 
correspondence from the early 1920s, and while I didn’t find Lillian Sheridan’s name, I did find the name of  the male Ford 
dealer who forwarded her letter to Ford, as well as a parenthetical note indicating that it was about “saleswomen.”  I went to 
that box, and voila!—the original of  Lillian Sheridan’s letter.  Even though I most likely would have found this letter through 
the usual channels—i.e. going right to the finding aid for the main collection of  Henry Ford Office correspondence—it was 
an amusing coincidence that I should have run across this potential needle in a haystack one day before it was requested.  It’s 
funny how important a part serendipity sometimes plays in archival research.  Based on my luck during the work day, I bought 
a lottery ticket that night, but it turns out that my lucky streak was short lived.

Letter to Henry Ford from Lillian Sheridan, January 21, 1922, 
about car saleswomen.  (Two of  the four pages illustrated from 
the letter in folder H-I Jan.-June 1922, box 46, Accession 285, 
Henry Ford Office correspondence, Benson Ford Research Center, 
The Henry Ford, Dearborn, Michigan)
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New Book Alert 

Clio Wired: The Future of the Past in the Digital Age, by Roy Rosenzweig
By Meg Hixon, William L. Clements Library

As archivists, we may often find historians to be among our 
most frequent collaborators, whether we specialize in ancient 
papyrus or up-to-the-second electronic records.  Clio Wired: 
The Future of  the Past in the Digital Age (Columbia University 
Press, 2011), a collection of  early 21st-century essays by the 
late historian Roy Rosenzweig, allows archivists to step back 
and re-envision our own profession while tuning in to the 
needs and concerns of  a prominent user group.  Rosenzweig 
wisely opens his exploration of  the potential effects of  the 
digital age on historical inquiry, collection, collaboration, 
and output with “Scarcity or Abundance? Preserving the 
Past,” which offers a solid overview of  some of  the most 
pressing issues associated with preserving the products of  a 
digital world.  Archivists may be familiar with the challenges 
of  format migration and the dubious utility of  defining 
a forwarded lolcat picture as a government record, but 
Rosenzweig puts these problems into an expanded context, 
benefitting both historians, who may not be aware of  these 
challenges, and archivists, who may not consider certain 
aspects of  implementation and possible future use.  As 
Rosenzweig envisions possible futures of  abundance and/
or scarcity for the history profession, archivists are also in 
a position to recognize and to appreciate the difficulty of  
painting an accurate picture of  any era as artifacts and records 
accumulate, persist, and disappear.  While this chapter may 
be a recapitulation of  questions we grapple with on a daily 
basis, it is the necessary starting point for Rosenzweig’s larger 
discussions about an increasingly digital future.

This essay is far from the only place where archivists will find 
insights and potential guidance in Clio Wired.  In other essays, 

Rosenzweig explores obvious points of  convergence between 
historians’ and archivists’ interests, such as the types of  
subjects, populations, and materials most obviously suited for 
online repositories (“Collecting History Online”); the benefits 
and possible repercussions of  full-text searching and the rise 
of  nontraditional, digitally native repositories and collections 
(“Brave New World or Blind Alley?”); and the future of  
for-profit publications (“Should Historical Scholarship Be 
Free?”).  He also discusses topics that may be at the fringes 
of  archivists’ attentions.  How does Wikipedia recast, 
complement, or supplant traditional repositories (“Wikipedia: 
Can History Be Open Source”)? How does digitization affect 
the next generation currently sitting in middle school or 
high school history classes (“Rewiring the History and Social 
Studies Classroom”)?  Rosenzweig may not address these 
inquiries from an archivist’s point of  view, but as historians, 
educators, and other archival user groups are engaging these 
issues, we would benefit from listening to, and participating 
in, these pivotal conversations.

The archival profession is in a unique position between 
looking inward toward our collections and outward toward 
those who are using them now and who may be using them 
in the future.  Historians are in much the same position, and 
our interests align in obvious and unexpected ways.  Clio 
Wired provides archivists with an opportunity to examine the 
digital future, and our role in it, from a user’s perspective, and 
though historians are by no means the only source of  such 
important considerations, our interests intersect in ways that 
make this book engaging and useful for forward-thinking 
archival professionals.

Archivists in the News
Congratulations to the following Michigan archivists on their recent honors and appointments.
Nicole Garrett, Albion College’s Marilyn Crandell Schleg Memorial archivist and special collections librarian, was appointed  
to the Michigan State Historic Record Advisory Board (MiSHRAB).  The appointment was conferred February 12 by 
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder.  For more, see the Albion College press release: http://www.albion.edu/news/archives/2012-13-
archives/news-releases/1819-governor-appoints-college-archivist-to-state-historical-records-advisory-board
Amy Reimann has been hired as the new executive director of  the Ella Sharp Museum in Jackson.  For the past 11 years, 
Amy has been the director of  archives and alumni affairs at Starr Commonwealth in Albion.  She replaces outgoing director 
Charles Aymond, who retired February 28.  Read more of  the story on MLive: 
http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/jackson/index.ssf/2013/03/ella_sharp_museum_announces_hi.html
Erik Nordberg, currently University Archivist and Head of  Archives at Michigan Technological University in Houghton, has 
been named the new executive director of  the  Michigan Humanities Council, a private, nonprofit organization founded in 
1974 for the better understanding of  the state through shared local cultural, historical, and literary experiences.  Erik will begin 
serving as Michigan Humanities Council (MHC) Executive Director on May 1.  See more in the MHC press release:  
http://michiganhumanities.org/news/pressreleases/030413.php

http://www.albion.edu/news/archives/2012-13-archives/news-releases/1819-governor-appoints-college-archivist-to-state-historical-records-advisory-board
http://www.albion.edu/news/archives/2012-13-archives/news-releases/1819-governor-appoints-college-archivist-to-state-historical-records-advisory-board
http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/jackson/index.ssf/2013/03/ella_sharp_museum_announces_hi.html
http://michiganhumanities.org/news/pressreleases/030413.php
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•  Michigan State University Archives Launches Website Commemorating the Civil War 
Sesquicentennial (See page 21) 
Submitted by Portia Vescio
Email: vescio@msu.edu; Website: http://civilwar.archives.msu.edu

Civil War Collections
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe, Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com

• Civil War Collections at the Special Collections and 
University Archives, Grand Valley State University 
Submitted by Nancy Richard
Email: collections@gvsu.edu; Website: http://www.gvsu.edu/

All areas of  the Civil War are represented in books, maps, diaries, and correspondence, 
including the daily life of  soldiers, secession, politics, military operations, regimental 
histories, and Reconstruction.  The focal point of  Grand Valley State University’s 
Lincoln, Civil War & Slavery Collection is the Allegory of  Lincoln’s Death, painted by 
Belgian artist Constantin Meunier in 1865.  Meunier’s depiction of  Lincoln lying  in 
state is unique among the works of  the Belgian painter/sculptor. 

Manuscript holdings include Civil War diaries and correspondence of  John Bennitt in 
his capacity as a surgeon in the 19th Michigan Infantry Regiment from 1862 to 1865; 
correspondence of  Nathan Sargent, political commentator and Lincoln supporter; 
general correspondence from soldiers and civilians; and muster rolls and other official 
documents from a number of  Michigan regiments.

The Lincoln Collection consists of  more than 
5,000 books, pamphlets, broadsides, and realia 
on all aspects of  Abraham Lincoln’s life, literary 
works, presidential administration, and historical 
legacy.

The Civil War and Slavery collection is 
represented by original slave inventories, bills 
of  sale, and correspondence from Alabama, 
Mississippi, New York, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Virginia, and Cumberland, England, 1805-1864.  
Printed materials include abolitionist publications, 
political speeches and debates, slave narratives, 
and pro- and anti-slavery novels.  Cass County 
Underground Railroad research collection and 
other Civil War collection finding aids, along with 
digitized documents and their transcripts, are 
found at  http://gvsu.cdmhost.com/cdm

vescio@msu.edu
http://civilwar.archives.msu.edu
collections@gvsu.edu
http://www.gvsu.edu
http://gvsu.cdmhost.com/cdm
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Editors’ Note
By Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe
Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com 

Welcome to our Spring 2013 issue.  In the last issue, we mentioned that we would produce three issues in 2012, but somehow 
the summer issue grew and grew beyond our normal size of  16 pages to 20 pages!  So much for best laid plans.  However, we 
have made up for the missing fall 2012 publication by expanding this issue to 28 pages – the perils of  change!  We hope you 
enjoy it and, as always, we welcome your comments.  Thank you all for your contributions.

Digital topics figure prominently in this issue, and will continue to do so in the future.  The Digital Preservation Practitioners 
Meeting at Wayne State University, mentioned in the article “Calling All Digital Preservation Practitioners” is a welcome forum 
for all of  us who have concerns about methods, procedures, equipment, and all things digital.  Please come to the meeting to 
help launch this much-needed forum.

Amber Clement mentions in her article that Jim Craven restored the ‘Survey of  Lake Superior 1823-25 chart’ by Admiral 
Henry W. Bayfield.  The Michigan archival world will miss the services of  Jim, who retired in 2012.  As an inventive genius in 
his field, he has pulled more restoration-solution bunnies out of  his hat than anyone else could possibly have done.  We wish 
him a wonderful retirement (but hope he’s available to answer questions!).

You may have noticed that we have added a few “extras” in this issue.  We thought we’d try to encourage you to think about 
archives as a fun place to work.  Please tell us your unusual, freakish, weird, funny, and serendipitous stories!  We are also still 
looking for “little known collections” and the “mystery photos.”

Eternal thanks to Cynthia Read Miller, our production editor, and all-around Open Entry consultant.  Her schedules, emails, 
thoughts, and proddings keep the production line moving efficiently.

Rebecca Bizonet and Barbara DeWolfe

Please share news of 
your Civil War collections!   

If your repository has Civil War collections 
or materials, please let us know.  We will 

compile the list and publish it in a 
future issue.

Open Entry 
Back Issues Now Online

Back issues of Open Entry, going back to Fall 2002, 
are now available online: 

Michigan Archival Association blog, Publications
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/publications/

Newer issues will be available starting 
with the previous year.

http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/publications/
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c/o Susan Panak, MAA Treasurer
Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library
Spring Arbor University
106 E. Main Street
Spring Arbor, MI 49283

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Mystery Photograph
Submitted by Cynthia Read Miller, The Henry Ford, Dearborn, Michigan

Do you recognize anyone in this photo or have ideas about where it was taken?
Do you have a Mystery Photo to share?  If so, contact the Editors, openentry.editors@gmail.com

Where is this neighborhood?
What are the names of the people shown?

1955 Model Ford Fairlane automobile in 
an unidentified neighborhood. 
(From the collections of The Henry Ford, 
ID THF103519)


