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President’s Column

By Kristen Chinery

MAA President and Librarian for the Walter 
P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University

Kristen Chinery, President of  MAA.

Many thanks to everyone who made the Michigan 
Archival Association Annual Meeting in Ann Arbor an 
enjoyable and successful conference.  From the strong 
slate of  sessions and Dr. Fran Blouin’s memorable 
keynote address, to the great Weber’s food and 
wonderful reception at the Bentley Historical Library, it 
was an exciting two days!  I would like to extend a very 
special thank you to all who participated in the silent 
auction or contributed to the scholarship program.  
This year’s proceeds totaled $838!

In addition to sponsoring an award for Michigan 
History Day, your tremendous generosity is also 
funding a new scholarship and grant program.  Each 
year MAA will sponsor a student to attend the annual 
meeting, covering one night’s lodging, registration, and 
gas, up to $200.  The student will also receive a complimentary one-year MAA membership.  Applicants are required 
to write an essay on why they want to attend the conference, and each winner is asked to submit an article for 
Open Entry.  This year’s winner is Amber Clement, whom many of  you had a chance to meet in Ann Arbor.  Look 
for Amber’s article about her conference experience in this issue!  (See page 20.)  This year’s winner of  the grant 
portion of  the new program, which assists a professional in attending MAA’s fall workshop, is Cheryl Chidester.

In Ann Arbor, we discussed the problem of  board position term discrepancies, which happen when someone leaves 
the board before their term expires or when someone on the board moves into another position.  As a reminder, 
the positions of  Secretary and Conference Coordinator will be elected to one-year terms at the 2014 Annual 
Meeting, which will set them back on course for election in odd-numbered years as dictated by the MAA bylaws.  
Going forward, any changes or vacancies will be immediately addressed so this does not become a problem again.

MAA is continuing its partnership with the Historical Society of  Michigan to provide members with quality, 
low-cost workshops.  This year’s fall workshop, Grant Writing for Special Projects, will be held on November 8 in 
Lansing.  The workshop will use the applications of  three granting agencies to show how organizations can fund 
programming, planning, and collections projects by utilizing local, state, and national resources.

The 2014 annual meeting will be held at Mission Point Resort on Mackinac Island, June 26 and 27.  Thanks to our 
esteemed Conference Coordinator, Diane Hatfield, and Local Arrangements Chair Whitney Miller, preparations are 
well underway.  Program Committee Co-chairs Karen Jania and Carol Vandenberg are working to create a diverse 
and informative selection of  sessions.  MAA has a great track record with island adventures, so the 2014 annual 
meeting promises to be quite the event!
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MAA Committees

• Annual Meeting Committee
Conference Coordinator and Chair:

Diane Hatfield, (734) 764-3482 dhatfld@umich.edu

Program Subcommittee:
Co-Chairs:

Karen Jania, (734) 764-3482 kljania@umich.edu
Carol Vandenberg, (734) 432-5691 cvandenberg@madonna.edu

Member:
Nicole Garrett Smeltekop, (517) 629-0487 ngarrett@albion.edu

Local Arrangements Subcommittee:
Chair:

Whitney Miller, (517) 355-2330 millerwh@msu.edu

Auction Subcommittee: 
Chair:

Nancy Richard, (616) 331-8726 richanar@gvsu.edu

• Nominating Committee 
Forming December 2013-January 2014. Volunteer to serve!  
Contact Kristen Chinery, President, (313) 577-8377 
ac9538@wayne.edu

• Ad Hoc Scholarship and Grants 
Committee
Chair:

Sarah Roberts, (517) 884-6440 rober472@msu.edu
Members:

Richard Adler, rcadler@umich.edu
Casey Westerman, er7783@wayne.edu

Get involved in MAA: Volunteer for a 
committee!  Contact a committee chair or a 
board member today!
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MAA Primary Sources Award for 
the 2013 Michigan History Day  
By Carol Vandenberg, MAA Board Member-at-Large and 
Reference Librarian and Archivist, Madonna University Library

Awardees (clockwise from right) 
Emma Roth, Eve Bradley, and 
Mackenzie Brandel received 
Michigan Archival Association’s 
Primary Sources Award during 
Michigan History Day at Saginaw 
Valley State University on April 
27, 2013.  (Courtesy the Historical 
Society of  Michigan).

Michigan Archival Association (MAA) sponsored the 
Primary Sources Award presented during Michigan History 
Day (MHD) at Saginaw Valley State University.  The Primary 
Sources Award is given to one student in each of  the three 
divisions of  the event: Youth, Junior and Senior. MHD is the 
state level of  National History Day (NHD), which takes place 
in College Park, Maryland, and includes participants from 
throughout the United States and territories. 

The theme this year was “Turning Points in History: People, 
Ideas and Events.”  The three participants who received the 
Primary Sources Award sponsored by MAA were as follows: 

YOUTH: “La Pest”: How the Black Death Changed the World, 
by Eve Bradley.  Hometown: Portage.  School: The Gagie 
School.
JUNIOR: Absolute Certainty: DNA Profiling and the American 
Criminal Justice System, by Emma Roth.  Hometown: Ann 
Arbor. School:  Ann Arbor Learning Community.
SENIOR: The Scopes Trial: A Turning Point in Science 
Education, by Mackenzie Brandel.  Hometown: North 
Muskegon. School: Whitehall High School.

Often students are inspired to participate when they attend 
the event with family or friends.  This was the experience of  
Mackenzie Brandel, awardee in the Senior Division, when she 
found out about Michigan History Day from her sister and 
her sister’s NHD coach.  On the other hand, Emma Roth, 
awardee in the Junior Division, learned about MHD through 
her fourth-grade teacher, who required class participation as 
part of  the class’ social studies grade.

While doing research, students find secondary sources often 
give leads to primary sources, the focus of  the MAA Primary 
Sources Award. Mackenzie, who has participated previously, 
“has always had an interest in Charles Darwin and the 
controversy of  the Scopes ‘Monkey’ Trial.”  She found some 
of  her more important primary sources at  local libraries, 
one being On the Origin of  Species by Charles Darwin, and at 
museums, such as the Scopes Trial Museum in Tennessee, site 
of  the trial, and the Creation Museum in Kentucky, which 
offered insight into the fundamentalist view of  creation.  
Emma, who has also competed in previous Michigan History 
Days, notes that her first time, as a fourth-grader in 2010, was 

when she “caught the History Day bug.”  This year, while 
studying the Innocence Project, which works to exonerate 
wrongly convicted prisoners by using DNA profiling, Emma 
combined personal interviews with scientists and lawyers 
conducted in person and by email with research in the 
University of  Michigan graduate library, where she pored 
over court documents, books, and microfilm.

Mackenzie concluded by commenting that “the adventures 
that primary sources have led me to have been amazing, and 
I hope NHD students in the future realize how valuable 
they really can be.”  Emma had similarly enthusiastic advice:  
“I just want to say that if  anyone in middle school or high 
school, or someone with kids of  that age, is reading this, 
Michigan History Day is AMAZING! I love it so much and 
I have learned so much from it. I strongly urge you to try 
History Day for yourselves.”

Readers are encouraged to search online for more 
information about Michigan History Day.  Visit the Historical 
Society of  Michigan website at www.hsmichigan.org, too.

http://www.hsmichigan.org
http://www.hsmichigan.org
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Inspection Is Essential!
By Ann Flowers Ringia, Archivist and Acting Head of Conservation, 
Bentley Historical Library
Email: aflowers@umich.edu

Ann Flowers Ringia, in the conservation lab of  the Bentley Hisorical Library.

Having just come through two projects that consisted 
of  digitizing microfilm, I want to share some of  my 
experience with colleagues who might be dealing with 
similar projects.

My principal work is in conservation, but since 1987 I’ve 
also been in charge of  microfilm projects for manuscript 
collections and published materials.  I was part of  the 
team that assembled the Research Libraries Group (RLG) 
standards, and I followed those standards in all the 
projects under my supervision.  I prepared the materials 
for filming, sometimes with student assistance, so that 
they would arrive at the vendor camera ready.  Then I was 
available for questions or consultation with the vendor, 
and I did my own quality-control inspection when each 
project was complete.  I had experience with a variety of  
vendors and loved working with the good ones, who had 
high standards of  quality themselves, and who were eager to 
correct their mistakes.

Digitization is wonderful for access, as all of  us know.  
Our director initiated a project to digitize some of  our 
microfilmed manuscript collections, with the goal of  
mounting them online so that researchers can readily use 
them.  

Because this was a rather large project, the University 
of  Michigan required that we get bids.  Several vendors 
submitted bids and, not surprisingly, we went with the lowest, 
which was significantly lower than the others.  

Since I had been so involved with the microfilming of  
these collections, it was natural to get involved with their 
digitization.  I assumed that scanning microfilm would be 
a very simple, straightforward process–you feed the film 
through a scanning machine and images come out on the 
computer, right?  Wrong!

I am a firm believer in the importance of  quality-control 
inspection for any kind of  reformatting, and my experience 
with this project confirmed it.  There was an interesting 
assortment of  problems, many of  which I could never 
have imagined before I saw them:  distortion of  images, 

overcropping resulting in print loss at edges, targets 
misplaced, pages missing that were present on the film, 
pages out of  order–sometimes way out of  order, whole 
folders missing (sometimes found in a different collection), 
partial images, needless repetition of  images in different 
sizes, variation in sizes of  images that were the same size on 
the film, negative images whose originals had been positive, 
focus problems, and blank screens where there were no blank 
pages on the film. The University of  Michigan digitization 
specification requires splitting frames when materials are 
filmed “two up,” or two pages per frame, which led to 
another series of  problems: splitting of  images from letters 
or diary volumes that shouldn’t have been split because the 
writing went all the way across both pages, failure to split 
images that should have been split, and a mixture of  split and 
unsplit images within the same volume. A seemingly trivial 
issue of  the resolution target layout being divided into three 
separate images at both the beginning and the end of  the roll 
resulted in many extra images because of  the number of  film 
rolls we were scanning.

Billing was another interesting experience.  As I mentioned 
above, the vendor had submitted a bid to the University, 
which was accepted.  Surprisingly, the amount for which 

mailto:aflowers@umich.edu
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they billed us significantly exceeded that bid.  The image splitting was probably a factor, since our page counts going in were 
for microfilm images.  Regardless of  the reason, the University had only authorized payment for the amount that was bid.  I 
documented the needless duplication of  images, blank frames, and resolution target divisions that had inflated the image 
count, and the vendor issued us a credit that brought our payment back in line with the original estimate. 

In spite of  all these issues, this company was a joy to work with.  The staff  members with whom I came in contact were 
unfailingly polite and friendly and wanted to deliver a good product.  I’m not clear about what their quality-control inspection 
consisted of–I felt as if  I was their main inspector!  Whenever I got back a batch of  new work, I went through it with my usual 
care, just as I had with the original microfilm projects, checking against the film whenever that was needed.  It took a lot of  my 
time (more than had been anticipated), but it was worth it.  We were spending a lot of  money on this project and we wanted 
it to be good.  Researchers around the world will be using these materials online, and we want them to be happy and to think 
well of  us.  The vendor has gone to great lengths to correct the problems, and I now await the final version.  I would gladly 
work with this company again – but I would never take for granted that everything was fine without checking.

As an experiment, I asked our director if  we could do a small project with another vendor to see how it would compare–small 
so that we could choose the company and not have to put the project out for bids.  He said yes, so we went ahead.  I had 
expected very few problems because this business is more established and well known than the other one.  I was wrong!  My 
first quick inspection didn’t turn up much:  a few cropping issues and some images turned upside down that weren’t like that 
on the film–but a more complete examination with the film turned up a whole host of  page reversals that occurred in the 
splitting process.  In addition, they missed a folder break, so that two folders were combined into one, and two collections 
were given the same identifying number.  Their quality-control inspection didn’t seem to be any better than the other vendor’s!  
Like the other one, they were polite and friendly and conscientious about fixing problems when I reported them.  I would 
gladly work with this company again, too.

What I derive from this experience is reinforcement of  how essential it is for archivists and librarians to carefully check the 
product that they get from a vendor.  We are all busy with other things, but these projects are very expensive, and if  they are 
worth doing at all, they are worth doing well.

Conservation and 
Collections Care Camp – 
November 20
By Kevin Driedger, Librarian for Conservation 
and Digitization, Library of Michigan

The Michigan Collections Network, http://
michigancollectionsnetwork.wordpress.com/ is hosting a 
Conservation and Collections Care Camp at the Michigan 
State University Library on Wednesday, November 20, from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  We anticipate this will be an opportunity for 
those who take care of  collections, and other interested folk, 
to share your experiences and questions via presentations 
and discussions.  This event is open to people of  all levels of  
experience and skill.  Lunch arrangements are still in process 
and there may be a small fee to help cover lunch. 

Register at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZB7BBSY.  
Registration is limited to 40 participants.  If  you have 
any questions please contact Kevin Driedger driedgerk@
michigan.gov or Eric Alstrom alstrom@msu.edu.

Metro Detroit Archivists 
League News
By Casey Westerman, University Archivist, 
Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State 
University.  Email: er7783@wayne.edu

The Metro Detroit Archivists League (MEDAL) welcomes 
all of  Southeast Michigan’s archivists, archives professionals, 
archives students, and archival allies to our monthly meetings.  
MEDAL provides a comfortable social setting in which to 
share food, drink, and topical conversation with peers and 
colleagues.  Each month the group gathers on a weekday 
evening at a pub or restaurant in Wayne, Washtenaw, or 
Oakland County; past meetings have taken place in Detroit, 
Dearborn, Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, and Royal Oak. Meetings 
are announced on the group’s Facebook page, and all are 
welcome to join.

The URL is https://www.facebook.com/groups/
MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague but simply doing a search on 
the group’s name is probably the easiest way to find the page.

http://michigancollectionsnetwork.wordpress.com/
http://michigancollectionsnetwork.wordpress.com/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZB7BBSY
mailto:driedgerk@michigan.gov
mailto:driedgerk@michigan.gov
mailto:alstrom@msu.edu
mailto: er7783@wayne.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague/
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Brian Wilson, digital processing archivist for Benson Ford Research 
Center, The Henry Ford, gives a presentation on their digital access 
and preservation programs.  (Courtesy Ed Busch)

MSU Holds Mid-Michigan 
Digital Practitioners Meeting
By Ed Busch, MAA Listserv Administrator; Electronic Records Archivist, 
MSU Archives & Historical Collections.  Email: buschedw@msu.edu

On August 2, 2013, over 50 digital practitioners from 
mid-Michigan descended on the Michigan State University 
campus in East Lansing. Attendees were primarily archivists 
and librarians from eight universities and colleges but also 
included representatives from The Henry Ford and the 
Library of  Michigan. The regional event was sponsored by 
the MSU Archives and the MSU Libraries.

The meeting began with a networking opportunity (courtesy 
of  bagels and coffee). MSU Archives assistant director Portia 
Vescio kicked off  the meeting with a welcome, and then 
attendees were given the opportunity to introduce themselves. 
Kim Schroeder (Wayne State University) described how the 
Regional Digital Preservation Practitioners (RDPP) group 
based in Detroit complements the events at this meeting. She 
noted that the group was currently focusing on the National 
Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) levels of  preservation.
The presentations began with a series of  lightning rounds on 

Portia Vescio, assistant director of  the Michigan State 
University Archives & Historical Collections, welcomes 
the group.  (Courtesy Ed Busch)

what different institutions were working on. These talks included Kim Hagerty from the Clarke Historical Library at Central 
Michigan University on their participation in the National Digital Newspaper Program; Michael Rodriguez on MSU Library’s 
Digital Text Services; Nicole Smeltekop and Megan Kudzia on their Islandora implementation at Albion College; Lisa Schmidt 
with an update on MSU Archives’ Archivematica implementation; Michael Shallcross on the Bentley Historical Library’s email 
preservation projects; Matt Adair on the Bentley’s work on securing reading room workstations; and Catherine Foley from the 
MSU Matrix Center on the KORA Digital Repository and Publishing Platform.

Aaron Collie from the MSU Library finished the morning session with an overview of  the technologies they are using: Fedora 
Commons, Archivematica and Islandora. Lunch was brought in for the attendees so that the useful networking could continue.
The afternoon session was begun with a panel of  presenters on Access and Storage.  The panel consisted of  Lance Stuchell 

(University of  Michigan Library), Cynthia Ghering 
(Michigan State University Archives), Shawn Nicholson 
(Michigan State University Libraries), and Kevin Driedger 
(Library of  Michigan). Lance scared all the attendees with 
his presentation on expected storage growths and costs. 
Looking ahead, he believes we should expect steady pricing 
for physical storage with the cloud still a bit of  an unknown. 
Cynthia Ghering discussed her experience in funding a 
preservation environment at MSU. Shawn Nicholson urged 
attendees to get into the conversations at their institutions, 
to look at the continuous service approach and investigate 
partnerships. Kevin Driedger finished the panel presentations 
with a look at how the Library of  Michigan has dealt with 

mailto:buschedw@msu.edu
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Kim Hagerty from the Clarke Historical Library at Central Michigan 
University gives a presentation on their Michigan Digital Newspaper Project, 
part of  the National Digital Newspaper Program.  (Courtesy Ed Busch)

Lisa Schmidt, electronic records archivist from the MSU Archives 
& Historical Collections, gives a presentation on their Archivematica 
implementation.  (Courtesy Ed Busch)Lance Stuchell, digital preservation librarian at the University 

of  Michigan Library, participates in the panel session on access 
and storage.  (Courtesy Ed Busch)

Peter Limb and Agnes Widder from the MSU Libraries 
consult during lunch.  (Courtesy Ed Busch)

An informal discussion during lunch.  Left to right: Graham Hukill (digital 
publishing librarian for Wayne State University), Cynthia Ghering (director 
of  the MSU Archives & Historical Collections), Michael Shallcross 
(assistant archivist for digital curation at the Bentley Historical Library).  
(Courtesy Ed Busch)

the changing reality of  government publications going from 
print to electronic. Following a break, Brian Wilson finished 
the presentations with an overview of  digital access and 
preservation at The Henry Ford.

The day was wrapped up with a “What’s Next” discussion. 
Everyone agreed that this meeting was very useful and future 
ones should be held. Other suggestions included having 
face-to-face meetings on selected topics such as Fedora 
Commons and the value of  talking about applications or 
processes that didn’t work. It was also suggested that we look 
into having a virtual meeting option so people don’t need to 
attend in person. For a complete list of  other suggestions 
and a copy of  the presentations, visit http://archives.msu.
edu/about/pastmeetings.php?about_conferences_pastmeetings. 
Meeting comments were also posted on the Twitter hashtag 
#MidMichDP.

http://archives.msu.edu/about/pastmeetings.php?about_conferences_pastmeetings
http://archives.msu.edu/about/pastmeetings.php?about_conferences_pastmeetings
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Scrapbooks of University of Michigan Alumni
By Dianna Samuelson, Conservator Intermediate, Bentley Historical Library
Email: sdianna@umich.edu

Calling cards, dance card, and dried nosegay.

The Bentley Historical Library holds a 
collection of  over one hundred scrapbooks that 
are fascinating peeks into the lives of  students 
who carefully saved mementos of  their time at 
the University of  Michigan in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.  I can only imagine the hours 
that it took to create the scrapbooks, and most 
of  them show signs of  many more hours of  
reminiscing in subsequent years.  The ultimate 
goal of  our conservation department is to put 
the scrapbooks into a condition that protects 
them and at the same time allows them to be 
accessible to researchers.

These scrapbooks typically have music and 
sporting event programs, photos, letters, 
newspaper clippings, drawings, ribbons, 
dried flowers, menus, dance cards and various 
souvenirs.  The items are made of  a variety of  materials 
from natural to synthetic, and each poses a unique problem:  
programs have rusty staples, acidic newspaper clippings and 
leather dance card covers have burned the pages and other 
items, fabric has rotted or been attacked by insects.  The cloth 
scrapbook covers frequently have a woven cotton or wool 
“Block M,” and the leaves often are of  a brittle black paper 
that is broken at the binding edge.

In order to create a conservation plan for a scrapbook, I 
assess its condition by examining every leaf, noting its issues, 
then I consult with the archivist, if  necessary.  The most 
common problems are paper items torn at the fold and items 
that have either become loose or have been “thrown in” at a 
later time.  I mend a torn item with wheat paste and mulberry 
tissue.  I reattach a loose item with a hinge of  mulberry paper 
only if  I can positively identify its original position either by 
a remnant still attached or by matching the pattern of  the 
original paste.  If  an original position cannot be identified, 
an item is either attached to a blank leaf  at the end of  the 
scrapbook or encapsulated and bound in at the back, in either 
case with a note that it is a throw-in and has been placed by 
the conservator.

Staples, if  rusty, are removed and replaced by linen thread.  
Dried corsages that have come loose are tacked-in with 

thread and occasionally need to be encapsulated in Mylar.  
The cords, often silk, that attach miniature pencils to dance 
cards tend to dangle below the lower edge of  the scrapbooks 
and can wear or tangle.  I loop them up and secure them 
beside the dance card with small strips of  acid-free paper.  
Insect debris is gently vacuumed from wool through a screen 
to hold the item in place and with a cheesecloth cover over 
the vacuum nozzle. Many items pose such unique problems 
that they require very individual solutions.

Time doesn’t allow me to read the articles and letters, but it 
is impossible not to notice some of  the headlines and photo 
captions and simply to enjoy the mementos of  a long-ago era.   
Some of  my favorite items have been a first-year nursing 
collar with classmates’ signatures, an entire freshman beanie, 
celluloid hairpins, and a surgical mask and the metal numeral 
6 from the door of  a private train compartment (captioned as 
a souvenir from a trip to a football game in Chicago!).

As the University of  Michigan nears its bicentennial, I strive 
to make the alumni scrapbooks sturdy enough to be handled 
by researchers and yet retain the character and integrity of  the 
original.  This marvelous collection, packed with the original 
owners’ cherished keepsakes and fond memories, is a treat to 
view and I am fortunate to have been able to work on it.

mailto: sdianna@umich.edu
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Celluloid hairpin embellishes a drawing.

Deteriorated celluloid hairpin adhered to a leather 
dance card (left) and resulting damage to facing page.

Page with entire freshman beanie.

Autographed first-year nursing collar, 
movable beneath strips of  acid-free paper.

Newspaper clipping with a dismal (and erroneous) prophecy.
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The 54th Michigan Archival Association Annual Meeting took place June 20-21, 2013, at Weber’s Restaurant & Boutique 
Hotel (known traditionally to many as Weber’s Inn) in Ann Arbor, with 67 in attendance.  A Thursday evening reception was 
held at the Bentley Historical Library, where archivists partook of  refreshments and networking in the Whiting Room and 

were able to view, in the main research area, an exhibit featuring examples of  commission 
bookbinding and conservation work done by retired senior conservator Jim Craven over the 
course of  his long and illustrious career.  

The Bentley Library also hosted Wednesday’s preconference workshop, “Digital Records 
Workshop: An Introduction to Issues and Practical Solutions.”  Fourteen participants learned 
about practical approaches to working with born digital and digitized material from Nancy 
Deromedi, Mike Shallcross, and other staff  of  the Bentley’s Digital Curation Division.  

On Thursday departing Bentley Library director Fran Blouin delivered the keynote address, 
“Documenting Michigan History: A Perspective from Nearly 40 Years at It,” in which he 
looked at the past, present, and future of  Michigan archives.  Conference sessions covered 
the how-to and the show-and-tell, technology and history.  There was career and educational 
advice for students and their prospective mentors and employers (“Benefits of  Student 
Jobs: Making the Experience Work for Everyone”) and new and established professionals 
(“Continuing Education for Archivists”).  “I Found It in the Archives–In Michigan!” brought 
together speakers from both sides of  the reference desk to highlight their work with primary 

sources.  And these are just a few examples of  the fun and learning that was had.  This year, “lightning sessions” (several 
speakers giving very short talks) were introduced, as well as a greater emphasis on panel discussions and roundtables.  In one 
of  these larger panel sessions, “Surviving the 21st Century: Low Cost Solutions for Digital Assets,” several archivists described 
their experiences with open-source software and other public resources like Omeka and Archon.

Well-attended tours visited the William L. Clements Library, the Kelsey Museum of  Archaeology, the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Library, and the James and Anne Duderstadt Center.  All the tours provided rich experiences for the attendees.  
The tour of  the Duderstadt Center exemplifies the content offered on these tours.  Highlights of  this tour included a look 
at the Digital Media Commons’ UM3D Lab, the base for 3D 
modeling and printing for the U-M community; audio and video 
recording studios, including green screen facilities; a media 
conversion lab (every archivist’s delight); the Computer and 
Video Game Archive http://www.lib.umich.edu/computer-
video-game-archive, where users can not only study the 
technological and social impacts of  video games but play 
them (for fun) as well; and the Materials Collection http://
guides.lib.umich.edu/materials_collection, part of  the 
Imageworks library http://www.lib.umich.edu/imageworks.  
Along with its online component, the Material ConneXion® 
database, the collection provides students, faculty, and 
staff  a chance to study (and in the case of  the physical 
collection, to touch and feel) all kinds of  design, building, and 
manufacturing materials.

Review of Annual Meeting in Ann Arbor
June 19-21, 2013
By Rebecca Bizonet, MAA Board Member-at-Large and Open Entry Editor; 
Ford Collaborative Archivist, Benson Ford Research Center, The Henry Ford 

Sarah Roberts and Nicole Garrett Smeltekop take their turn at the 
registration table.

    Keynote speaker Fran Blouin.

http://www.lib.umich.edu/computer-video-game-archive
http://www.lib.umich.edu/computer-video-game-archive
http://guides.lib.umich.edu/materials_collection
http://guides.lib.umich.edu/materials_collection
http://www.lib.umich.edu/imageworks
http://www.lib.umich.edu/database/link/29663
http://www.lib.umich.edu/database/link/29663
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Many Thanks to Our 
Sponsors!
• Bentley Historical Library
• Ferris State University, Ferris Library for Information 
Technology and Education
• Herman Miller
• Ilitch Holdings, Inc.
• Kellogg Community College
• Spring Arbor University
• Walter P. Reuther Library

This year’s silent auction and accompanying donations raised $838 for Michigan History Day and the MAA scholarship and 
grants program. (Read more about this new initiative in the President’s Column on page 3.)  Some of  the most-bid-on auction 
prizes really put our beautiful, vibrant West Coast in the spotlight: a tour of  the Herman Miller facilities, plus an overnight stay 
at their Marigold Lodge; another overnight stay, at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids; and tickets to the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park. This year’s piece of  sports memorabilia, an always-popular feature, was a 2012 team-signed 
World Series baseball, donated by Ilitch Holdings.

The election of  MAA officers and board members took place Friday during the business meeting.  A slate of  three candidates 
ran unopposed, resulting in wins for the incumbents: Susan Panak, treasurer, 2013-2015; Nicole Garrett Smeltekop, board 
member-at-large, 2013-2016; and Sarah Roberts, board member-at-large, 2013-2016.

Next year’s conference whisks us back north, to Mackinac Island, Thursday-Friday, June 26-27, 2014–just in time to catch 
some late-blooming lilacs as well as catch up on the state of  archivy in our fair state.  Mark your calendars now, and contact a 
committee chair or board member if  you are looking for ways to take part in conference planning or the program itself.  (The 
Program Committee is Karen Jania, kljania@umich.edu; Carol Vandenberg, cvandenberg@madonna.edu; and Nicole Garrett 
Smeltekop, ngarrett@albion.edu.)

Attendees enjoying a session at MAA’s Annual Meeting in Ann Arbor, 
June 20, 2013.

Alexandra Orchard from the Walter P. Reuther Library presents 
during the session “Reels of  Fortune: Audiovisual Preservation and 
Access,”  June 21, 2013.

Presentation on “Benefits of  Student Jobs: Making the Experience Work 
for Everyone” by (left to right) Naomi Herman-Aplet (Northwestern 
University Archives), Patrick Galligan (U-M SI student, William L. 
Clements Library and Bentley Historical Library), Jarrett Drake (U-M 
SI student, Bentley Historical Library and U-M Special Collections), 
and Alexis Braun Marks (Eastern Michigan University).

mailto:kljania@umich.edu
mailto:cvandenberg@madonna.edu
mailto:ngarrett@albion.edu
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Clockwise from top: Emma Hawker (Bentley Historical Library); Grace Shackman (Ann 
Arbor-area historian); Erik Nordberg (Michigan Humanities Council); Karen Morgan 
(University of  Michigan-Dearborn); Dan Golodner (Walter P. Reuther Library); Nancy 
Richard (Grand Valley State University) on right speaks with other reception attendees.

MAA Annual 
Meeting, 

Ann Arbor, 
June 19-21, 2013
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MAA Annual 
Meeting, 

Ann Arbor, 
June 19-21, 2013

Clockwise from top: Brian Williams (Bentley Historical Library), Lance
Stuchell (University of  Michigan Library), Ann Flowers Ringia (Bentley
Historical Library) and Elizabeth Skene (Arab American National
Museum); Brendan Coates (University of  Michigan Music Library); Jessica
Miller (Archives of  Michigan), Nicole Garrett Smeltekop (Albion College), 
Tom Nanzig (ProQuest), Christiane Evaskis-Garrett (ProQuest), Elizabeth 
Skene (Arab American National Museum), Bob Garrett (Archives of  
Michigan); Tressa Graves (Central Michigan University); Geoff  Reynolds 
(Joint Archives of  Holland, Hope College), Greg Kinney (Bentley Historical 
Library), Fran Blouin (Bentley Historical Library), and Tom Nanzig 
(ProQuest); Melissa Hernández Durán (Bentley Historical Library).
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Board Member Interview: Karen Jania 
With Rebecca Bizonet, MAA Open Entry Editor
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com

Karen Jania 2013

Editor’s note: Over the last year, the MAA board has seen three new (or returning) faces: 
Nicole Garrett Smeltekop, Karen Jania, and Elizabeth Skene.  As a way of  introducing our 
board members to MAA’s membership, we like to profile them in Open Entry.  Nicole was 
interviewed for our Summer 2012 issue, Elizabeth for our Spring 2013 issue.  Now we’ll find 
out Karen’s latest perspective on things since returning to the board. 

Q:  Where do you work and how long have you been there?
A:  I work at the Bentley Historical Library and have been 
here since August of  1988.

Q:  Where did you grow up and where did you go to school?
A:  I was born in Ypsilanti but spent the majority of  my 
childhood growing up in Dearborn. (I was a canteen queen 
at Camp Dearborn.) As things would have it, I attended rival 
high schools: Edsel Ford and Dearborn High.  From there I 
went to Michigan State University, took a twenty-year hiatus, 
then got my graduate degree at University of  Michigan 
(master of  information from the School of  Information 
in 1997).

Q:  How long have you worked in your current position?  What sorts of  
duties do you perform there?
A:  My current position is Head of  the Access and Reference 
Services division, which I have been doing for 10 years.  I 
think I have the best job at the Bentley.  I get to work 
with researchers, mentor graduate students, provide class 
orientations (27 this fall term) and manage the reading room–
and that’s not to forget the awesome reference staff  that I get 
to work with on a daily basis.

Q:  Why were you interested in serving on the MAA board?
A:  I served on the board several years ago and have been 
missing it ever since.  I was thrilled to be asked back on 
it.  Serving on the board has given me the opportunity to 
meet other Michigan archivists whom I never would have 
met otherwise.  It is such a great networking opportunity as 
well as a great way to get in touch with the world of  other 
Michigan archivists, and to learn about the way their archives 
work.  Being able to participate in the planning of  the annual 
conference is a big plus!

Q:  What are your impressions of  the board so far?
A:  What a great group of  people with all kinds of  great ideas 
and contacts.  Probably my best professional development 
experience.

Q:  What would you like to see accomplished in the next year?
A:  I guess the biggest thing I would like to see happen is to 
get as many Michigan archivists involved in MAA as we can.  
It really has something to offer everyone and everyone has 
something to offer to the organization.  I would like to see 
membership double.

Q:  What committees do you serve on, or what other board duties do you 
have?
A:  Last year I was on Local Arrangements for the Ann Arbor 
conference.  This year I am on the Program Committee for 
the June 2014 conference on Mackinac Island.  (If  you have 
any program ideas, please send them my way!)

Q:  Are you active in other professional organizations?
A:  I am Vice President of  the Washtenaw County Historical 
Society and a member of  the U-M Library Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Committee.

mailto: openentry.editors@gmail.com
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Nancy Feldbush Named 
HSM Communications Manager 
By Larry J. Wagenaar, Executive Director, the Historical Society of Michigan
Email: hsm@hsmichigan.org

The Historical Society of  Michigan is pleased to announce 
the appointment of  Nancy Feldbush as Communications 
Manager.  In her new role, she will be responsible for 
producing three of  the Society’s publications: the Chronicle 
member magazine, the Historic Michigan Travel Guide, and 
the Michigan History Directory.  Additional duties will include 
oversight of  the organization’s public relations program as 
well as its website and social media efforts.

“We are excited to have Nancy join our team,” commented 
Executive Director Larry J. Wagenaar.  “Her extensive 
experience and talent will help us as we continue to improve 
and expand our publications, outreach, web presence, 
branding, and more.”

Prior to joining the staff  at the Historical Society, Feldbush 
served in the marketing department of  the Michigan Schools 
and Government Credit Union and as the owner of  her own 
publishing house, called Moose Run LLC.  She has extensive 
experience in both graphics and copywriting, at one point 

serving as the supervisor/senior copy editor at the Campbell 
Ewald advertising agency in Warren.  An interest in history 
led her to write two historical novels set amid the furniture 
industry of  Grand Rapids.  In her leisure time, she serves as a 
docent, historical interpreter, and re-enactor for the Crocker 
House Museum in Mount Clemens.

Feldbush earned two associate’s degrees from Macomb 
Community College in graphic arts and photography as well 
as a bachelor of  science in organizational leadership and 
communication from Rochester College (Michigan).

She assumed her new position as Communications Manager 
on October 14.

The Historical Society of  Michigan is the state’s oldest 
cultural organization.  Founded in 1828 by Lewis Cass 
and Henry Schoolcraft, it is an independent non-profit 
dedicated to the preservation and presentation of  Michigan’s 
historical story.  Email: hsm@hsmichigan.org.  Website: www.
hsmichigan.org.

Archivists in the News
Send your announcements to the Editors, MAA Open Entry
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com

Lauren Arnsman was hired as Lansing’s Capital Area District Library’s local history librarian in March, http://www.cadl.org/
files/2813/6819/3642/Board_Minutes_04-17-2013.pdf.

Terrence J. McDonald is the new director of  the Bentley Historical Library.  Most recently, McDonald served a ten-year term 
as dean of  the College of  Literature, Science, and the Arts. (See Bentley Historical Library article on page 22.)

Barbara DeWolfe, curator of  manuscripts at the William L. Clements Library since 1999, retired in July.  The status of  curator 
emerita was conferred on her by the University of  Michigan Board of  Regents in September, http://www.regents.umich.edu/
meetings/09-13/2013-09-VI-DeWolfe.pdf.

mailto:hsm@hsmichigan.org
mailto:hsm@hsmichigan.org
http://www.hsmichigan.org
http://www.hsmichigan.org
mailto: openentry.editors@gmail.com
http://www.cadl.org/files/2813/6819/3642/Board_Minutes_04-17-2013.pdf
http://www.cadl.org/files/2813/6819/3642/Board_Minutes_04-17-2013.pdf
http://www.regents.umich.edu/meetings/09-13/2013-09-VI-DeWolfe.pdf
http://www.regents.umich.edu/meetings/09-13/2013-09-VI-DeWolfe.pdf
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News from Your Board of Directors
Get Involved in MAA! 
Consult our website for more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board:    
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ See page 2 for contact information.

MAA Membership Renewals Coming Soon
By Susan Panak, MAA Treasurer; Archivist, Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library, Spring Arbor University

A friendly reminder to check your email this fall about renewing your MAA membership.  

This annual membership fee is due by December 31, 2013.  A timely response helps your Treasurer keep the membership 
records up to date.  

If  you have paid for multiple years, this renewal email message will not be sent to you.  We appreciate your support!  

Looking for reasons to renew your membership?  MAA members enjoy the following benefits: 
• Subscription to Open Entry, a printed newsletter that serves as a resource for news and practical suggestions.
• Copy of  the MAA Directory, which lists all personal and institutional members.
• Professional development through reduced rates at conferences and workshops.
• Being a member of  an archival community in Michigan.

In order to be included in the MAA member directory, your membership needs to be paid no later than December 31, 2013.

Call for Session Proposals for 2014 Annual Meeting
By Nicole Garrett Smeltekop, MAA Board Member-at-Large and Annual Meeting 
Program Subcommittee member; College Archivist, Albion College

Are you working on an awesome and/or unique project and want to share it?  Is there an archival topic you are curious to 
learn more about?  The MAA Program Committee would like to hear from you!  We are accepting session proposals for the 
2014 annual meeting, occurring June 26-27 on Mackinac Island.  Proposal ideas may be a topic suggestion, a complete session 
proposal, a portion of  a session, or suggested speakers.  The ideas do not need to be complete, but please send us as much 
information as possible.  We want this conference to be interesting, relevant, and fun, and we can only do that with input from 
you!

Based on survey responses at our last meeting, we are looking for speakers on the following topics in particular: 
• Marketing archives and archival collections.
• ArchivesSpace, specifically issues with migration or a “how-to” for people curious about the software.
• Digitization projects on a budget (with an intended audience of  local historical societies).
• Oral history:  format issues, audio vs. video, successes (and learning lessons).  We are hoping for presenters who are 
willing to share their procedures and forms.
• Student projects (both graduate and undergraduate) related to archives.

We are open to traditional papers, panels, lightning rounds, or an “unconference” session.  Let us know what ideas you have!

Proposals can be submitted to Karen Jania kljania@umich.edu, Nicole Garrett Smeltekop ngarrett@albion.edu, or Carol 
Vandenberg cvandenberg@madonna.edu.  Stay tuned for further news from the Program Committee on the MAA blog and 
listserv.

mailto:kljania@umich.edu
mailto:ngarrett@albion.edu
mailto:cvandenberg@madonna.edu
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Tips – MAA Listserv (MAA-L)
By Ed Busch, MAA Listserv Administrator; Electronic Records Archivist, Michigan State University 
Archives & Historical Collections

The Historical Society of  Michigan
5815 Executive Dr.
Lansing, MI 48911
Phone: (517) 324-1828
FAX: (517) 324-4370
Email:  hsm@hsmichigan.org
Website: www.hsmichigan.org  

Mark Your Calendars for MAA’s Fall Workshop! 
Grant Writing for Special Projects - 
November 8
By Melinda McMartin Isler, MAA Vice President/President-elect and Editor MAA Online; University Archivist/
Special Collections Librarian and Associate Professor of Library and Instructional Services, Ferris State University

MAA Fall Workshop Grant Recipient
By Sarah Roberts, MAA Board Member-at-Large and Chair, Ad Hoc Scholarship and Grants Committee; 
Acquisitions Archivist, Michigan State University Archives & Historical Collections

We are pleased to announce that Cheryl Chidester is the recipient of  this year’s grant to attend MAA’s fall workshop.  Cheryl 
is a curator at the Argus Museum in Ann Arbor.  

This year’s fall workshop is on grant writing (see below for workshop description).

Some subscribers have been having difficulty viewing the MAA listserv messages in Digest mode.  This is probably a 
combination of  issues between the listserv settings and a particular email application.  Here are some suggestions to try:

●	 The easiest option: switch to Regular mail style from Digest.  There are so few messages on this listserv that this 
doesn’t add a lot to your inbox.  You can email Ed Busch buschw@msu.edu to make the change or try yourself.  See 
below for how to log in to a web interface for the listserv.

●	 If  you really want to stick with Digest, then try adjusting your Digest mode settings.  You can email Ed Busch 
buschw@msu.edu to make the change or try yourself.  See below for how to log in to a web interface for the listserv.

 
Access to the listserv is at http://list.msu.edu/archives/maa-l.html.  An instruction manual can be found at http://www.lsoft.
com/manuals/16.0/htmlhelp/list%20subscribers/coverpage.html or http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/16.0/LISTSERV16.0_
ListSubscribersManual.pdf.  For your first visit, you will need to select the “get a new LISTSERV password” link.  Once you 
have entered the site, you can modify your settings for different ways of  presenting the digest or emails, some of  which may 
do a better job of  rendering than others.

Also, you can always view messages by looking at the list archives at http://list.msu.edu/archives/maa-l.html.  
If  you have further questions or suggestions, send an email to Ed Busch at buschedw@msu.edu.

Co-sponsored by the Historical Society of  Michigan and 
Michigan Archival Association, the Grant Writing for Special 
Projects Workshop will be held from 9:00 a.m. to noon, 
Friday, November 8, at the Historical Society of  Michigan, 
located at 5815 Executive Drive, Lansing, Michigan.

This workshop will look at the applications of  three granting 
agencies—a local corporate community-giving program, a 
Michigan Humanities Council project grant, and the Heritage 
Preservation Conservation Assessment Program—to show 
how small museums and historical organizations can fund 
programming, planning, and collections projects by utilizing 
resources at local, state, and national levels. Bricks and mortar 
grants will not be covered.

Registration for the event is $39 for HSM/MAA members 
and $79 for non-members (non-member registration 
includes a one-year HSM membership). Registration includes 
refreshments and materials.
To register, call (800) 692-1828 or visit www.hsmichigan.org/
programs/workshops.

mailto:hsm@hsmichigan.org
http://www.hsmichigan.org
mailto:buschw@msu.edu
mailto:buschw@msu.edu
http://list.msu.edu/archives/maa-l.html
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/16.0/htmlhelp/list subscribers/coverpage.html
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/16.0/htmlhelp/list subscribers/coverpage.html
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/16.0/LISTSERV16.0_ListSubscribersManual.pdf
http://www.lsoft.com/manuals/16.0/LISTSERV16.0_ListSubscribersManual.pdf
http://list.msu.edu/archives/maa-l.html
mailto:buschedw@msu.edu
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
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First and foremost, I would like to thank the Michigan Archival Association for the honor of  the scholarship to MAA’s 54th 
annual meeting in Ann Arbor.  The conference was a great opportunity to network with fellow archivists, and I am grateful for 
the opportunity to accrue continuing knowledge of  a field that I am deeply passionate about, and one which is important to 
our local and national history.

I graduated from Lake Superior State University with a double major in English Language and Literature and History.  
I have been at Bayliss Public Library in Sault Ste. Marie for almost eight years and reference librarian for six.  As a reference 
librarian, I have worked closely with the archives in the Judge Joseph H. Steere Room, which is located at Bayliss.   The Steere 
Room is a historic collection of  Michigan-related books, documents, and photographs.  The collection focuses primarily on 
Chippewa, Mackinac, Luce, and Schoolcraft counties in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  It also includes manuscript collections 
of  the American Fur Company, Port Mackinac, Peter Barbeau, Chase Osborn, and many more.  Currently, I am enrolled in 
the University of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of  Information Studies master’s degree program, focusing on an archival 
concentration.

The conference was very educational in many aspects, but especially in digital preservation.  This was important, since our 
library just received a small grant for the purchase of  a laptop to be used as a historical digital archive for patrons in the 
Steere Room.  Sessions of  particular interest were “Collaboration in an Electronic World”, “Reels of  Fortune: Audiovisual 
Preservation and Access,” and “Can You Hear Me?”  The “I Found It in the Archives–In Michigan!” session was an 
interesting look at what one can find in Michigan archives and how researchers use their finds.  The keynote speaker, Dr. 
Francis X. Blouin Jr. presented an excellent address about the historical impact of  archives on our local and national history.  
He commended several university and college archives on their role in preserving that history.  He addressed the evolutionary 
changes made in the field of  archives and discussed what the future holds for archivists across the world. The future for 
archives is digital preservation.

My personal goal is to continue networking and collaborating with our Michigan archives.  As an archivist, I would like to see 
more collaboration with smaller organizations, such as small museums and historical societies, located throughout Michigan.  
Public libraries, museums, and historical society archives contain fascinating and informative historical information that can 
supplement larger archives.   Sault Ste. Marie is the oldest city in Michigan, and by preserving our city and county history and 
expanding the availability of  online historical archives, a better appreciation of  the city’s history can be engendered.  I would 

like to see more archival outreach here in the Eastern Upper Peninsula.   We are the 
“upper hand” of  Michigan, and by understanding and acknowledging both “hands,” a 
truer and more complete history of  Michigan can be reached.

Scholarship for 54th Annual Meeting
By Amber Clement, Reference Librarian, Bayliss Public Library
Email: aclement@uproc.lib.mi.us

Amber Clement attending the MAA Annual Meeting in Ann 
Arbor, June 21, 2013.  (Courtesy of  Karen Jania)

mailto:aclement@uproc.lib.mi.us
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Michigan Imprints, 1851-1876 is the completion of  the Michigan portion of  the 
WPA American Imprints Inventory, filling in the quarter-century gap between 
Preliminary Checklist of  Michigan Imprints, 1796-1850 and American Book Publishing 
Record Cumulative, 1876-1949.  The unpublished WPA data–inaccessible to 
scholars for many years–were compiled and edited by LeRoy Barnett, a 
longtime scholar of  Michigan history and contributing editor to the Historical 
Society of  Michigan’s Chronicle magazine.

Biographical Directory of  Michigan Railway Officials, 1830-1917 gathers together 
widely dispersed biographical and employment data on more than 7,000 
men–and a few women–who owned and managed Michigan’s railroads. 
It covers Michigan rail history from the charter date of  the Pontiac and 
Detroit Railway, seven years before statehood, to the establishment of  the 
U.S. Railway Administration.  The Biographical Directory of  Michigan Railway 
Officials was compiled and edited by Graydon M. Meints, a long-time scholar 
of  Midwestern railroad history. His most recent previous book is Railroads for 
Michigan, published by the Michigan State University Press in 2013.

“These two reference books will be valuable to researchers working on 
Michigan history and on transportation history,” explains MSU Libraries 
director Clifford H. Haka, “but their audience is too specialized for most 
traditional publishing companies. We’re very pleased to assist scholars by 
placing the material online for quick consultations, and using the library’s 
Espresso Book Machine to provide bound copies at a reasonable price.”

For more information, contact Ruth Ann Jones, Marketing & Public 
Relations Coordinator, Michigan State University Libraries: 517-884-0910, 
jonesr@msu.edu.

Have you read an 
interesting book that relates 

to archives, history, or your work?  
Share a brief write-up for 

“New Book Alert” 

New Book Alert:
MSU Libraries Publish Two 
Michigan-related Reference Books
By Ruth Ann Jones, Marketing & Public Relations Coordinator, Michigan State University 
Libraries.  Email: jonesr@msu.edu

The Michigan State University Libraries have published two new reference books related to Michigan history, for the benefit 
of  libraries, archives, historical societies, and individual researchers.  Both works are available in two formats: searchable PDFs 
may be freely consulted on the MSU Libraries’ website, and bound copies may be purchased through Amazon.com.

mailto:jonesr@msu.edu
mailto:jonesr@msu.edu
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Michigan 
Collections

Bentley Historical Library
The University of  Michigan
1150 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-2113
(734) 764-3482   
Fax: (734) 936-1333
Email: bentley.ref@umich.edu
Website: http://bentley.umich.edu/
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., September 
to December also open Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Director
In August of  2013, Francis X. Blouin ended his 32-year reign 
as director of  the Bentley Historical Library to focus on his 
work in the Department of  History.  Blouin’s contributions to 
the archival profession and the Bentley were celebrated at the 
Visual Culture and Archives Symposium in April of  2013.

The Bentley Historical Library is now pleased to announce 
the appointment of  its new director, Terrence J. McDonald. 
Most recently, McDonald served a ten-year term as dean of  
the College of  Literature, Science, and the Arts. An Arthur 
F. Thurnau history professor, McDonald holds a B.A. from 
Marquette University and a Ph.D. from Stanford University. 
Throughout his career, McDonald has consistently been 
praised for his abilities as a scholar, teacher, administrator, 
and fundraiser.

Staff
The last year has been full of  change for the staff  of  the 
Bentley Historical Library. In November of  2012, we 
celebrated the retirements of  Jim Craven (joined 1949), 
Tom Powers (joined 1968), and Bill Wallach (joined 1981), 
a combined total of  139 years of  service. Since then, 
Nancy Bartlett has assumed the role of  Acting-Associate 
Director, Leonard Coombs is Division Head of  the Michigan 
Historical Collections, Brian Williams is Acting-Division 
Head of  the University Archives & Records Program 
(UARP), and Ann Flowers is Acting Head of  Conservation. 
Recent additions to the Bentley staff  include the permanent 
appointments of  Assistant Archivists Aprille McKay 
(UARP) and Matt Adair (Digital Curation) and the contract 

appointments of  Assistant Archivists Melissa Hernández-
Durán (Digital Curation), Elise Reynolds (Digital Curation), 
and Emma Hawker (Reference).

China
In May of  2013, a delegation from the Bentley Library 
travelled to China as part of  an ongoing exchange program 
with the State Archives Administration of  China. The 
delegation visited the Beijing Municipal Archives, First 
Historical Archives of  China, and the Shanghai Municipal 
Archives. They also participated in a Sino-US Seminar on 
Archival Methods in Hefei.

Online 
The Bentley’s Reference staff  have been busy developing or 
redesigning the following online resources:
BHLReference YouTube Channel http://www.youtube.com/
bhlreference
UM Tuition & Fees http://bentley.umich.edu/research/
guides/tuition.php
Religion http://bentley.umich.edu/research/guides/religion/
Teaching History in the Classroom http://bentley.umich.
edu/research/teaching/
Primary and Secondary Sources http://bentley.umich.edu/
research/primsecsrc/index.php

Exhibit
The Bentley’s fall exhibit, “Harmon of  Michigan,” is now 
on display Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Curated 
by Greg Kinney, the exhibit celebrates the life of  football 
star, war hero, sports broadcaster, and celebrity Tom 
Harmon (1919-1990). The timing of  the exhibit coincides 
with the establishment of  Harmon as a Michigan Football 
Legend during the Michigan vs. Notre Dame football game, 
September 7, 2013.  The exhibit runs through December 20.

Acquisitions
Barbara Bach papers, 1960-2008. Bach is an Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, businesswoman, networking facilitator, 
fundraiser, and lifelong educator/mentor to individuals and 
organizations. Some defining highlights of  Bach’s career 
include her work with the Ann Arbor Public Schools Title 
IX Monitoring Committee, Washtenaw County SAFE 
House, Michigan Community College Association, Inventors’ 
Council of  Michigan, Michigan Technology Council, and her 
Democratic Party campaign work on behalf  of  Albert H. 
Wheeler, Ann Arbor’s first African American mayor. 
The collection includes business records, association 
newsletters, campaign literature, photographs, and 
correspondence representing Bach’s multiple careers as an 
entrepreneur, legislative aide, community activist, and 
policy-promoting executive.

mailto:bentley.ref@umich.edu
http://bentley.umich.edu/
http://www.youtube.com/bhlreference
http://www.youtube.com/bhlreference
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/guides/tuition.php
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/guides/tuition.php
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/guides/religion/
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/teaching/
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/teaching/
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/primsecsrc/index.php
http://bentley.umich.edu/research/primsecsrc/index.php
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David E. Davis papers, 1960-2009. David E. Davis was the 
editor and publisher of  Car and Driver and the founder 
of  Automobile Magazine. Davis got his start in the industry 
working in advertising at Road & Track from 1957 to 1960. 
From 1960 to 1985, his career alternated between Campbell-
Ewald, a marketing and advertising agency (1960-1962 and 
1967-1976), and the magazine Car and Driver (1962-1967 
and 1976-1985). In 1985 he founded his own publication, 
Automobile Magazine, which remained under his leadership 
until the year 2000. Davis lived much of  his life in Ann Arbor 
and received an honorary doctorate from the University of  
Michigan in 2004. The collection includes correspondence, 
business files, text of  speeches, collected clippings, 
photographs, floppy and zip disks of  speeches and other 
material, bound issues of  Automobile Magazine, and other 
materials related to Davis’s professional and personal life. 
There is also an oversize watercolor painting of  Davis.

D. James Galbraith photographic collection, 1955-2012. Galbraith 
was an Ann Arbor, Michigan, native; photographer for 
various Michigan publications, including the Ann Arbor News, 
Brighton Argus, and Livingston County Press; photojournalist  
and essayist who documented life across rural Michigan. 
Following a successful career as a photojournalist, Galbraith 
embarked on a career as a commercial photographer. He 
was considered for a Pulitzer Prize for his 1985 book, 
Hartland: Change in the Heart of  America, which documented the 
small Michigan town of  Hartland. The collection includes 
business records, correspondence, customer reviews, exhibit 
programs, promotional materials, negatives, slides, and 
photographs from Galbraith’s career as a photojournalist 

and his career as a commercial photographer, and covering 
life in rural Michigan. Images of  clients, events, and exhibits 
comprise most of  the collection. It also includes portraits of  
composer Aaron Copland, actress Ruby Dee, musician Benny 
Goodman, actor Bert Lahr, playwright and essayist Arthur 
Miller, and labor union leader Walter Reuther.

Glen Sheppard papers, 1940s-2010. Glen Sheppard was the 
owner, publisher, editor, and principal writer of  The North 
Woods Call, a small but influential conservation newspaper 
dedicated to the stewardship and protection of  Northern 
Michigan’s natural resources, for 40 years. The Call published 
conservation news, editorials, and expository pieces 
on the topics of  conservation, scientific research, and 
outdoorsmanship. Sheppard built a journalistic reputation as 
a staunch and unapologetic defender of  the natural resources 
and wildlife of  Northern Michigan. The Glen Sheppard 
papers document the research and writing undertaken by 
Sheppard during his 40-year tenure at The North Woods Call 
newspaper. The collection’s three series contain Sheppard’s 
writings, newspaper articles written by others, press releases, 
research materials, government reports and publications, and 
visual materials on a broad array of  topics of  environmental 
import for the state of  Michigan, including land and water 
resource management, pollution, flora and fauna. The 
collection also contains acts of  legislation and reports from 
the Department of  Natural Resources and other government 
agencies and files pertaining to the administrations of  
Michigan governors John Engler and Jennifer Granholm.

Submitted by Emma Hawker, Assistant Archivist (Reference)

The Bentley’s fall exhibit, “Harmon of  Michigan,” 
is now on display.  It celebrates the life of  football 
star, war hero, sports broadcaster, and celebrity Tom 
Harmon (1919-1990).  (Courtesy the Bentley 
Historical Library, the University of  Michigan)
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Dominican Sisters - Grand Rapids
Dominican Center at Marywood
2025 Fulton Street East
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503-3811
(616) 514-3106 - Offices, (616) 514-3313 - Archives
Email: rmmartin@grdominicans.org
Website: http://www.grdominicans.org/who-we-are/about-
us/our-history/archives/
Hours: Legacy Room: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m.  Archives: by appointment. 

Our New Legacy Room
In recent years the Sisters expressed a desire to have a 
heritage room featuring the history of  the congregation.  In 
the Spring of  2011 our leadership team found a former office 
space near our main chapel which could be used for this 
purpose.  At first it seemed like a very daunting task until I 
contacted a local firm that specializes in exhibits for various 
purposes.  They agreed to work with us in planning the use 
of  the space.  We also had input from a curator at the local 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum.

The room was dedicated in August 2012.  It features our 
history which dates back to the 13th century in Southern 
France where St. Dominic founded the order of  women at 
Prouilhe.  These monasteries spread throughout Europe, 
including into Germany, where a group was formed in 
Regensburg.  This group sent women to New York to teach 
the children of  immigrants.  From New York, four Sisters 
were sent to Traverse City, Michigan, to open a school.  Later 
they were asked to staff  an orphanage in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.  There they also established the present-day 
motherhouse.

Following the overview of  the order on the first wall of  
the room, the exhibits on the other three walls focus on 
the specific story of  the Grand Rapids Dominicans from 
Traverse City to the present.  The Sisters served in various 
parish schools throughout the Lower Peninsula of  Michigan.  

Service outside the state began with missions in New Mexico 
and Canada.  After Vatican II, Sisters were sent to many 
different places in the United States, places where they had 
never ministered before.  They also served in Peru and 
Honduras. 

Scattered throughout the room are spaces to display artifacts 
that support the story.  We change these about every two 
to three months, and the changes often coincide with some 
anniversary for the congregation or other important event. 

The following comment from one person viewing the space 
describes the experience: “The contemplative simplicity of  
the space says it well.”

The room, located at Dominican Center, 2025 Fulton Street 
East, Grand Rapids, Michigan, is open to the public from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and other 
times by appointment.

Submitted by Rose Marie Martin, OP, Archives Director

Archives staff  Sisters Michael Ellen, Gretchen, Rose Marie and Exhibit 
Design owner  Tim Morris view the space at the opening ceremony, August 
2012. (Courtesy Dominican Sisters - Grand Rapids)

Michigan State University
University Archives & Historical 
Collections
Conrad Hall
888 Wilson Road, Rm. 101
East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1327
(517) 355-2330
Fax: (517) 353-9319
Email: archives@msu.edu
Website: archives.msu.edu
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., Wednesday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Portia Vescio, assistant director, and Emily Field, MSU 
Class of  2013, taught a class on MSU history in June at 
Grandparents University.  MSU alumni brought their 
grandchildren with them for three days of  classes ranging 
from field school with the Campus Archaeology Program, to 
visiting the Bug House in the Department of  Entomology, 
to making bridges out of  straws with the Department of  
Engineering.  The class, led by the archivists, focused on 
the history of  student life, with Portia talking about early 
student life, Emily talking about current student life, and the 
grandparents filling in the gaps.  Half  the class was spent on 
history and the other half  was opened up to the participants 

mailto: rmmartin@grdominicans.org
http://www.grdominicans.org/who-we-are/about-us/our-history/archives/
http://www.grdominicans.org/who-we-are/about-us/our-history/archives/
mailto: archives@msu.edu
http://archives.msu.edu
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to make their own scrapbook pages inspired by some student 
scrapbooks from the archives’ collections.

Megan Malone, collections and outreach archivist, and 
Emily Field held a booth on MSU history at the Great Dairy 
Adventure.  The Great Dairy Adventure is a one-day event 
that gives children and the public hands-on experiences with 
dairy cows, farming, and dairy products.  It is held annually 
with the Michigan Dairy Expo.  Megan and Emily’s booth 
highlighted MSU’s dairy history.

Whitney Miller, processing archivist, presented the workshop, 
“What’s Your House’s History? How to Research Your 
Home” at the MSU Museum.  The workshop was presented 
in conjunction with the exhibit East Lansing Modern, 1949-
1970, which explored East Lansing’s modern architectural 
designs.  Whitney covered skills about how to use archives, 
libraries and online sources, as well as understanding tax and 
deed records.

Cynthia Ghering, director of  the University Archives 
and Historical Collections (UAHC), has added another 
department under her belt.  In March 2012, MSU’s IT 
Services department reorganized and Ghering was made 
head of  the Content and Collaboration team, which 
included Collaborative Services and Support, Departmental 
Support, and Web Development and Hosting in addition 
to the UAHC.  Another minor reorganization took place 
in September 2013, with Ghering taking charge of  the IT 
Services’ Help Desk and the ID Card Office.

On Friday, August 2, Michigan State University hosted the 
first Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners (MMDP) meeting, 
with over 50 attendees. (See the article on pages 8-9.)

In January 2013 the UAHC started the scanning work on 
a grant from the NEH to digitize records related to MSU’s 
Vietnam Project.  About 15,000 pages have been digitized so 
far with a staff  member working full-time on the scanning.  
The website is set to go live in late fall 2013. Working with the 
UAHC on the project are MATRIX, the Center for Digital 
Humanities and Social Science, and MSU’s Department of  
History.

Megan Malone is assisting with the planning for MSU’s 
Project 60/50.  Beginning January 2014, it will honor the 
60th anniversary of  the Supreme Court decision in Brown vs. 
Topeka Board of  Education and the 50th anniversary of  the 
passage and signing into law of  the Civil Rights Act.  Megan 
is providing photographs and historical documents for the 
website and events and will also collaborate on an exhibit.

In the early hours of  August 28, the East Lansing area had 
a brief, heavy rainstorm.  MSU Archives staffers’ emergency 
response skills were put to the test when standing water 
on the roof  leaked into an adjacent office space. The water 
pooled on the floor and then down through the ceiling onto 
the stacks below.  The water alarms alerted the police, who 
then called staff.  A few ranges of  collections were affected.  
The boxes absorbed most of  the water, and the damage to 
the collections inside was minimal.  The staff  performed 
admirably despite the 1:00 a.m. wake-up call, and it proved a 
good exercise in disaster recovery.

Submitted by Sarah Roberts, Acquisitions Archivist

An election poster from 
1959, part of  the UAHC’s 
scanning work on a grant 
from the NEH to digitize 
records related to MSU’s 
Vietnam Project. From 
UA 17.95 Wesley Fishel 
collection. (Courtesy of  
Michigan State University)

Left: The East Lansing 
Modern exhibit shown in 
the Ground Floor Gallery of  
Michigan State University 
Museum from April 28 to 
August 18, 2013. 
Right: Photograph by 
Natasha Crijenica of  
550 Whitehills, Malcolm 
Williams architect, 1951.  
(Courtesy of  Michigan State 
University)
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Walter P. Reuther Library
Wayne State University
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202
(313) 577-4024
Fax: (313) 577-4300
Email: reutherreference@wayne.edu
Website: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ReutherLibrary
Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

The staff  of  the Walter P. Reuther Library discovered a large 
roof  leak in the archives stacks following the July 4 weekend, 
apparently the result of  an ongoing roofing project and days 
of  heavy rain. Water also traveled through the ductwork, 
damaging drywall and ceiling tiles on other floors of  the 
building. Staff  worked quickly to move and rebox affected 
collections, and disaster recovery companies brought in 
equipment to dry out the building and send approximately 
230 storage boxes to offsite freeze-drying facilities. Despite 
the damage, only four boxes were deemed unsalvageable. The 
rest of  the damaged records were returned to the Reuther in 
early August, dry and largely in order.

The first Ronald Raven Annual Award recipient recently 
completed his internship in the Wayne State University 
Archives. Intern Dallas Pillen wrote about his experience 
in the university archives on the Reuther Library blog: 
https://www.reuther.wayne.edu/node/10806. Open to WSU 
students enrolled in the History Department or the School 
of  Information Science Archival Administration program, 

the Raven Annual Award includes the internship and a $600 
per semester stipend. Funding for the Raven Annual Award 
has been secured through the winter 2014 semester. Further 
information on the award can be found at https://www.
reuther.wayne.edu/opportunity. 
 
The Wayne State University Archives mounted an exhibit 
of  theatrical posters from the Bonstelle Theatre, 1961-1965, 
in the Woodcock Gallery of  the Walter P. Reuther Library.  
The exhibit, which opened on May 24, featured full-size 
reproductions of  color silk-screened posters advertising nine 
Wayne State University Theatre productions including King 
Lear, Waiting for Godot, and The Member of  the Wedding. 

In July, a filming crew from the PBS television show History 
Detectives were unable to locate Jimmy Hoffa at the Reuther 
Library, but they did find the last known photographs of  
the Teamsters president, taken by renowned Detroit Free Press 
chief  photographer Tony Spina just hours before Hoffa’s 
disappearance in 1975. The Reuther also has 7 linear feet 
of  records copied from Hoffa’s FBI file, obtained through 
Detroit Free Press FOIA litigation. The History Detectives episode 
is currently scheduled to air next summer.

The Reuther Library has joined the Twitterverse at https://
twitter.com/ReutherLibrary. You can also follow the work 
and discoveries of  individual archivists: @WSU_Archives, @
SEIUArchivist, and @AFSCMEArchivist.

Submitted by Troy Eller English, Archivist for the Society of  
Women Engineers

Poster featured in the 
exhibit of  theatrical 
posters from the Bonstelle 
Theatre, 1961-1965, in 
the Woodcock Gallery 
of  the Walter P. Reuther 
Library.  (Courtesy 
the Walter P. Reuther 
Library, Wayne State 
University)

One of  the group of  last 
known photographs of  
the Teamsters president 
Jimmy Hoffa, taken by 
renowned Detroit Free 
Press chief  photographer 
Tony Spina just 
hours before Hoffa’s 
disappearance in 1975. 
(Courtesy the Walter P. 
Reuther Library, Wayne 
State University)
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https://twitter.com/ReutherLibrary
https://twitter.com/ReutherLibrary
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Editor’s Note
By Rebecca Bizonet
Editor, MAA Open Entry
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com 

Welcome to the fall 2013 issue of  Open Entry! Thanks to all the contributors for sharing their news and know-how.

In this issue, you’ll find the usual updates from repositories around the state, news about the scholarships and grants MAA has 
awarded, information about the upcoming MAA fall workshop on grant-writing, and more.  Conservation is well-represented 
in this issue, with some in-depth looks at the conservation and reformatting activities of  the Bentley Historical Library’s 
conservators, along with some advice from them.  You’ll notice that next year’s annual meeting will be held on Mackinac 
Island.  Stay tuned for more information on this, including opportunities to help plan and participate in the conference.

Please continue to think about the “little known collections” and funny stories or interesting anecdotes from your repositories, 
conferences and workshops you’ve attended, books and articles you’ve been reading, and those “mystery photos.”  Although 
we did not receive submissions in all these subjects for this nonetheless packed issue, they are always welcome.  Of  course, if  
you have other ideas for new items to share–well, please pass those along, too!

Eagle-eyed readers may have noticed a distinct lack of  the first-person plural in this note.  As you’ll have seen in “Archivists 
in the News” (on page 17), Barbara DeWolfe, co-editor of  Open Entry for the past three years, has retired from her position 
at the William L. Clements Library–just the latest stage in a very distinguished career.  She has also retired as Open Entry 
editor.  I thank Barbara for bringing to bear her considerable talents and experience during her time as editor, not to mention 
her friendship and generosity–and grace under deadlines.  She has shunned the limelight (even going so far as to attempt to 
embargo any public acknowledgement; I must crave her indulgence here), but is greatly deserving of  recognition. Thank you, 
Barbara!  All the best to you as you embark on a well-earned retirement. 

As always, I am extremely grateful to Cynthia Read Miller, production editor, for her creativity and dedication, not to mention 
her assistance in keeping things running smoothly and on schedule–in particular during this time of  transition, in which she’s 
helped with a lot of  the editing, too.  Together we celebrate change and continue to work to benefit our members. 

Rebecca Bizonet

Marilyn Munsell McNitt, 
May 10, 1951 – October 22, 2013
  
We recently learned to our great sadness of  the loss of  colleague and friend, Bentley Historical 
Library archivist Marilyn McNitt, who passed away Tuesday, October 22, 2013, after an extended 
battle with acute myeloid leukemia.  We offer our deepest condolences to Bill, Rebecca, and Sarah, 
and to the rest of  Marilyn’s family and friends.  An obituary for Marilyn has been posted to the 
MAA blog, http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2013/10/24/marilyn-munsell-mcnitt-may-10-1951-october-22-2013/. 
We are collecting reminiscences of  and tributes to Marilyn for publication in the spring 2014 issue of  Open Entry.  
Please email them to openentry.editors@gmail.com.

Mailto: openentry.editors@gmail.com
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2013/10/24/marilyn-munsell-mcnitt-may-10-1951-october-22-2013/
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2828 Open Entry Fall 2013

c/o Susan Panak, MAA Treasurer
Hugh A. and Edna C. White Library
Spring Arbor University
106 E. Main Street
Spring Arbor, MI 49283

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Do you recognize anyone in this photo or know the name of the lake shown?
Do you have ideas about why it was taken?
Do you have a Mystery Photo to share?  If so, contact the Editors, openentry.editors@gmail.com

Mystery Photo
Submitted by Troy Eller English and Elizabeth Clemens, 
Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University

“What did you do on your 
summer vacation?”

Fresh Air Camp near Pinckney, Michigan, 
July 11, 1942. (From Wayne State 
University Virtual Motor City Collection– 
Detroit News, ID 30523)
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