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"OPEN ENTRY" 

At its Fall meeting held in Niles 
in conjunction with the annual confer
ence of the Historical Society of Mich
igan, the Michigan Archival Association 
approved the recommendation to establish 
a newsletter. This first issue of 
"Open Entry," the newsletter of the 
Michigan Archival Association features 
information about the MAA organization, 
upcoming meetings, an article on archival 
projects, and news from archives in the 
state. 

Scheduled for publication in the 
Winter and Summer to alternate with the 
Fall and Spring meetings, future issues 
may also include book reviews, research 
reports, bibliographies, and questions 
regarding archival problems. Contri
butions to the next issue are welcome 
and may be addressed to Mary Jo Pugh, 
Michigan Historical Collections, Bent
ley Historical Library, 1150 Beal Ave., 
Ann Arbor, 48105. 

MAA MEETINGS 

The Spring MAA meeting will be held 
on Monday, May 15, at Adrian College. 
The program is being prepared by Bill 
Miles, and all suggestions for speakers 
may be forwarded to him at the Clarke 
Historical Library, Central Michigan 
University . 

At the Spring business meeting, the 
Association will consider the election 
of the President and three Executive 
Board members for two year terms, 1974-

.. 1976. The outgoing President is John 
Cumming; the outgoing Board members 
are Fraser Cocks, Dennis Bodem, and 
Wayne Mann. The Executive Board terms 
of Warner Pf lug and James Dodd will 
expire in 1975. 

WINTER 1974 

The Nominations Committee, Jennie Cross , 
Martin McLaughlin, and Warner Pflug, will 
prepare a slate to recommend to the mem
bership at the Spring meeting. Suggested 
nominations may be sent to the Chairman, 
Warner Pflug at the Archives of Labor 
History and Urban Affairs, Wayne State 
University. 

Further details about the mee ting 
and the election will be mailed out in 
advance of the meeting. 

Plans are also underway for the 1974 
Fall MA.A meeting, which again will join 
the annual conference of the Historical 
Society of Michigan. 'I'o be held in Ann 
Arbor, October 17- 19, 1974, the program 
will include tours of the University of 
Michigan Library's Rare Book Room, the 
Clements Library and the new Bentley 
Historical Library. Ann Arbor is cele
brating its Sesquicentennial throughout 
1974. 

REGIONAL MEETINGS 

On March 21- 23, 1974, the Midwest 
Archives Conference will meet in Chica go . 
Information about the exact location 
and the program may be obtained from 
Mary Ann Bamberger at the University o f 
Illinois Library at Chicago Circle . 

The Local History Conference will 
be held April 5-6, 1974 a t the McGregor 
Memorial Conference Center on the ca mpus 
of Wayne State University. Sess ions on 
Friday will focus on archives a nd museums . 
On Saturday morning, concurrent sessions 
on general archaeology and historical 
preservation will be held . In the afte r 
noon, Bi- centennial projects, underwate r 
archaeology , and a genealogical works hop 
will be on the program. 



MICHIGAN NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM PROJECT 

By Richard J . Hathaway 
Michigan Unit, State Library 

A newspaper provides contemporary, factual account s of the politics, 
business and social life of the community it serves. The ravages of time, 
neglect , fire and water have, however , taken a severe toll on newspapers. 
It is estimated that over one-third of the n e wspaper issues p ubli s hed in 
Michigan have been destroyed . Many of the still existing newspaper runs 
are in critical danger of destruction. Often they are stored in fire-trap 
newspaper offices, libraries and museums and are often vandalized by care
less users. 

In the last few years, research libraries have moved to preserv e back 
issues of newspapers. The Michigan Newspapers on Microfilm Project was 
formed in March, 1962, when several research libraries resolved to contri
bute to a fund to be administered by the State Library. The State Library 
agreed to purchase Michigan newspapers on film or commission newspapers to 

· be filmed, to make the reels available on interlibrary loan, and to supply 
catalog cards to each project member. 

During t he first three years o f the project, many of the major news
papers of the State and newspapers from over two-thirds of the State's 
counties were acquired. Unable to rely s olely on commercial newspaper 
filming companies, the State Library in 1966, purchased its own camera , 
processor and duplicator, and the Newspaper Project began its own filming 
program. 

Michigan n ewspapers on microfilm are now acquired in three ways. Firs t, 
files are brought to Lansing, filmed and returned to the library or news
paper offi c e. A copy is made for the local library and a copy placed in 
the Project collection. Second, copies of newspapers filmed at other 
locations in Michigan are added to the collection. At present, n ewspapers 
are now being filmed at the Clarke Library, Weste r n Michigan Univers ity, 
Michigan Technological University and Northwestern Michigan College. Nega
tive microfilm produced at these locations is sent to the State Library, 
so that a copy can be made and added to the Project collection . Third, as 
they become available, Michigan newspapers are acquired from commercial 
companies or institutions, such as the Library of Congress, the Minnesota 
Historical Society and the Wisconsin Historical Society. 

The Michigan Newspapers on Microfilm Collection has now grown to be 
a major research collection with over five hundred and forty n ewspaper 
runs from 160 Michiga n cities and villages. The collection contains more 
than 21,000 reels of positive film and over 2,000 reels of negative film. 
There is constant use of the films at the State Library, and interlibrary 
loan requests average at least twe nty per week. Although the major use of 
the collection is from colleges and universities in Michigan, increasing 
requests are coming from all parts of the United States and Canada. 

One of the reasons for the increasing use of the collection is the 
bibliography- guide to the n ewspaper collection, Michigan Newspapers 2E_ 

Microfilm. The first edition was issued in 1969; the latest appeared i.n 
February, 1973. 



This startling growth of the Project's collection may now be temporarily 
slowed. The centralization of State services resulted in a transfer of all 
microfilm operations to the State Records Center. So far this has meant 
delays in filming and, in one case, the complete refilming of over fifty 
years of one poorly filmed newspaper run . Hopefully, as the staff at the 
Records Center gains experience in handling newspapers, these delays will 
disappear . The State Library still maintains control over the collection 
of positive and negative reels and decides when and what papers are to be 
filmed. 

Plans for the future include immediate and long-range goals . Papers 
are now being filmed from Muskegon (1855- 1930), Whitehall (1869- 1950 ), and 
Holly (1865 -1955 ) . Other papers from Northville, Plainwell, Stanton and 
Rogers City are scheduled for the early months of 1974. At the same time 
copies of papers filmed at Clarke Library, Michigan Tech, and Northwestern 
Michigan continue to be added. 

More long-range plans center on establishing priorities for the Proj ect. 
One of the primary objectives of the Project is to film papers from areas 
of the State not now represented . Another aim is to film ethnic- racial 
newspapers. Examples of recently filmed papers which contribute toward 
these goals are: a Finnish paper from Muskegon, Black papers from Kalamazoo 
and Grand Rapids , a Native American paper from Marquette and a Chicano 
paper printed in Lansing . A 19th century Danish paper from Greenville will 
be filmed in the near future . 

At the present rate of filming, the accomplishment of all the goals of 
the Project will require a minimum of ten years. At least ten newspaper 
runs of fifty years or more are waiting to be fi lmed . The location of many 
other newspaper files is known, but no definite plans to film them have been 
made . Every other week a call or letter comes into the State Library from 
an editor, librarian or museum curator requesting that their endangered 
newspaper files be filmed. The only practical way to preserve all Michigan 
newspaper files is for more colleges, universities and large public libraries 
to begin their own newspaper filming programs . The success of the coopera
tive efforts now underway proves the feasibility of this approach . In 
addition to filming newspapers, such a camera can be used to copy other 
historical records. The Newspaper Project as represented by the State 
Library is always willing to assist any institution in beginning a newspaper 
filming program . 

The present members of the Newspapers on Microfilm Project are~ Detroit 
Public Library, University of Michigan Library, Michigan Historical Collec
tions, University of Detroit Library, Eastern Michigan University Library, 
Wayne State University Library and Western Michigan University Library . 
Each of these institutions shares in the sense of satisfaction when one more 
invaluable newspaper file is preserved on film or when a new and larger 
edition of Michigan Newspapers on Microfilm is distributed . The task of 
preserving Michigan's heritage is, however, far from over. 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR HISTORY & URBAN AFFAIRS 
AND UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Activities 

Since the groundbreaking in March, 
1973, construction on the new Walter 
P. Reuther Library. has been progressing 
steadily. The four story structure will 
contain 50,000 linear feet of shelving; 
a reading room; complete audio- visual 
areas, including dark room and micro
filming equipment; restoration and pre
servation facilities; and offices and 
work areas. The Archives expects to 
move during the Sununer of 1974. 

Publications 

A new series relating to University 
Archives and Records Management includes 
two handbooks: Number 1, Managing Inactive 
Records and Number 2, ~University Filing 
Syste~. They may be obtained from the 
Archives. 

Three times a year the Archives pub~ 
lishes a newsletter which discusses 
their holdings and recent acquisitions. 
To be added to the maiiing list, write· 
the Archives. 

BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION 
DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Acquisitions 

The Helen Ryan Dean Papers, 1892- 1972, 
have been cataloged and are available 
for research. Mrs. Dean was chief fund 
raiser for the Republican Party in Michi
gan and was also an officer in the Wayne 
County Republican Party. 

Personnel 

After twenty years of service to the 
Detroit Public Library, Mrs. Bernice 
Sprenger has retired as Chief of the 
Burton Historical Collections. Mrs. 
Alice Dalligan has been appointed the 
new Chief, as of November 26, 1973. 
Joseph Oldenberg was appointed Curator 
of Manuscripts on March 5, 1973. 

CLARKE HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Acquisitions 

The long "lost" fi e ld notes and jour
nals of Douglass Houghton, Michigan's 
first state geologist, were recently 
acquired by the Library. Kept in pencil 
in small notebooks, the field notes record 
the daily events in Houghton's surveys 
from 1838 to 1845. In addition to the 
field notes, a quantity of Houghton's 
receipts and letters as well as several 
bundles of manuscript township maps pre
pared by him were also acquired. 

In a recently acquired, rare Detroit 
document, dated June 21, 1797, thirty
three Detroiters expressed their intention 
of remaining British subjects to Peter 
Audrain, the county recorder and repre
sentative of the United States government. 
Written in the year after the British 
released the city to the United States, 
this letter was in keeping with the pro
visions of the Treaty of 1783. 

A collection of 56 diaries of Andrew 
Jackson from Livingston County record the 
day to day life of a farmer, the changing 
pattern of farm chores, social life and 
innovations that occurred between 1866 
and 1920. 

A large and valuable collection of 
maps of seventeen states includes the 
actual manuscript record book compiled 
by the George A. Ogle Co. of Chicago. 
The record book lists the atlases and 
county histories which had been sold on 
a subscription basis in the United States 
prior to the Company's entrance into the 
field and during its tenure. Arranged by 
states and within by counties, the record 
presents details of the types of books 
published, where and by whom, the sub
scription costs, and notable features of 
the works. 

Ferris E. Lewis, historian and author, 
has presented his notes, papers, and library 
to the Clarke Historical Library. Of par
ticular significance is Lewis' clipping file 
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CLARKE HISTORICAL LIBRARY, cont. 

and research notes which have been accumu
lated over the last 40 years. A retired 
professor of history at Henry Ford Com
munity College, Dearborn, Professor Lewis 
is the author of well - known textbooks on 
Michigan history and government. 

Publications 

The 1972-73 Annual Report of the 
Clarke Historical. Library is currently 
available. It highlights the activities 
and acquisitions of the library. 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Activities 

The Michigan Historical Collections, 
now comfortably housed in the Bentley 
Historical Library, welcomes researchers 
and visitors to its Open House, May 5, 
1974. The new building includes areas 
for exhibits , seminars and assemblies, 
offices, work rooms and a reading room 
which houses the photographic, map and 
reference collections. In addition to 
an audio-visual room, space is available 
for microfilm and photographic process
ing . The three level stack is equipped 
with a gas fire extinguishing system, 
which is not harmful to paper or people. 

Acquisitions 

After moving to the new building, 
the Collections received sixty boxes of 
records from the University of Michigan 
General Library . 

Another large collection documents the 
activities of the University's Professional 
Theatre Program, since it was established 
in 1961. 

The papers of Marston Bates reflect 
his scientific research with insects in 
Europe and Latin America during the 1930's 
and 1940's, as well as his career as pro
fessor of zoology at the University of 
Michigan. 
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Recently the Collections received the 
papers of John Potter Cook, 19th century 
Democratic party leader and businessman 
from Hillsdale County. The collection 
includes letters from Lewis Ca$S detailing 
political controversies over the s lavery 
issue. 

Publications 

In conjunction with Ann Arb6r's sesqui
centennial celebration during 1974, the 
staff produced a pictorial history of Ann 
Arbor . The 200 page book will be available 
after March. The 1972-73 Annual Report 
will also be available soon .. 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Personnel 

Staff changes dominate the news from 
the History Division in Lansing. Martha 
Bigelow, Director and Mike Washo, Deputy 
Director, continue to oversee the diverse 
activities of the Division. 

, 
Michael J. Smith, formerly Executive 

Director of the Tennessee Historical Com
mission recently became Chief of Museums 
and Historic Properties. The Division is 
now responsible for five major hi storic 
sites and museums: Fayette , Fort Wilkins , 
Hartwick Pines, the Walker Tavern at Cam-· 
bridge Junction and the Mann House in 
Concord. Dennis Bodem continues as Curator 
of the State Museum in Lansing : 

The office of State Archaeologist was 
filled in September, 1972 by James E. Fitting, 
who was previously professor of Anthropology 
at Case Western Reserve University . He and 
his staff are preparing an inventory of 
archaeological sites and have recently con-· 
centrated on the excavations of the Marquette 
Mission at St. Ignace. With the assistance 
of William L . Lowery, Historic Sites Special
ist, the Division is investigating the 
Revolutionary War site of Fort St. Joseph 
in Niles. 

J6hn Hoffman recently joined the staff 
from Earlham College. As editor of Michi
gan History, he is responsible for the 
publications program of the Division . 



MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION, cont. 

The State Archives has also undergone 
several staff changes. Geneva Kehler 
Wiskemann retired in November, 1973, 
after twenty-five years of service with 
the State Archives. 

Recently, David Olson joined the 
staff as State Archivist. He was 
previously the University Archivist at 
De Pauw University. 

In the Spring of 1973 , Martin 
McLaughlin became the Assistant State 
Archivist for Local Government Records. 
He was formerly with the Archives of 
Labor History and Urban Affairs at 
Wayne State University. 

In February, 1974, David Johnson 
joins the staff as the Assistant State 
Archivist for State Agency Records. 
He was formerly the Assistant State 
Archivist at the State Historical 
Society of Nebraska. 

Publications 

Classroom Guide for Michigan History, 
edited by William Saffady was recently 
issued; it includes a comprehensive bibli
ography of books, articles and audio- visual 
materials. 

Guide to the Writing of Local History 
by John Cumming will be published in the 
Spring of 1974, as part of a series o f 
Bicentennial publications . 

MICHIGAN UNIT, STATE LIBRARY SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Personne l 

Despite cutbacks in funds, the staff 
at the Michigan Unit has remained con
stant. It includes Richard Hathaway, Head; 
Mary Jane Trout, Research Librarian and 
Assistant Head; Judi Clinton, Research 
Librarian; Julia Thompson, Reference 
Librarian; Richard Lucas, Reference 
Librarian and Michigan Documents Librar
ian and Carol Lachance, Library Assistant. 
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Activities 

During the past two years, a Michigan 
Documents Depos itory Program has b een 
established. The program aims to s upply 
65 Michigan depositories with a copy of 
each publication issued by any Michigan 
governmental agency. In additibn to 
receiving all current Michigan documents, 
the Unit houses a collection of over 15,000 
Michigan government publications dating 
from 1805. It is by far the largest such 
collection ; An extensive checklist and 
index to this retrospective collection is 
one aim of the Michigan Unit. Current 
state publications are indexed in Michi
gan Documents, a quarterly, which is fr ee 
on request. 

Publicatiohs 

The following publications are available 
at no dhar~e from the State Library. 

Michigan Magazine Index , a quarterly 
· which indexes more than 200 magazines pub

lished 1in Uichigan. 
Family Trails, a quarterly concentrating 

on Michigan family history . . 
Michigafi in Books, a quarterly emphasizing 

Michigan writers of literature with a 
listing of new publications about Michigan. 

County Evolution in Michigan, a booklet 
explaining the legal-;stablishment and 
growth of each county with ~aps. 

Three short bibliographies: " Blacks in 
Michigan," "Native Americans of Michigan" 
and "Chicanos in Michigan." 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

Personnel 

Frederick Lewis Honhart III joined the 
staff in January, 1974 as Assistant Direc
tor and Field Representative. With degr.ees 
from Wayne State Univers ity and Case Wes
tern Reserve University, he most recently 
served as Acquisitions Specialist in the 
Archives-Manuscripts Division of the Ohio 
Historical Society. His primary assign
ment at the Society involved working with 
the representatives of the Ohio Network of 
American History Research Centers in search
ing out privately held historical material s 
for publication in a comprehensive guide 
to Ohio Archives and Ma nuscripts . 
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MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 

Acquisitions 

The Library Archives recently received 
a photographic collection on "Turn of the 
Century " Copper Country. Approximately 
1600 negatives and slides.were donated 
by Mr. J . Harry Reeder of Hancock . 

During the year the L'Anse and Ontonagon, 
as well as several smaller newspapers, were 
microfilmed . Several gaps still exist in 
the microfilm collection of the Houghton 
"Daily Mining Gazette." Efforts will 
shortly be made to acquire as many missing 
issues as possible for filming. 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND REGIONAL HISTORY 
COLLECTIONS 
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Personnel 

In October, 1973, the Archives moved 
to involve faculty directly in its work
ings by offering a half- time Associate 
Directorship in the Regional History 
Collections . The Associate Director 
will promote University and community 
use of the Archives and gain experience 
in field work and archival practice. 
Peter Schmitt, Associate Professor of 
History will hold this position for the 
next two years . 

Activities 

In May, 1973 , the Board of Trustees 
approved INSIGHTS: the Data Bank of 
Living History as an oral history pro
ject run by the American Studies Program 
and the Archives. INSIGHTS hopes to 
collect accounts relating to Kalamazoo 
and to Southwestern Michigan. The 
Archives is now conducting its second 
workshop to train community volunteers. 
The largest recent acquisition has 
been the 153 tapes of the Kalamazoo 
City Commission Meetings from 1966 to 
1971 . 

Be ginning with the Winter semester, 
a Field Experience program will pro
vide the opportunity to work in 

archives to an increasing number of 
interested students. Internships 
will be available to any student and will 
carry up to 12 hours o f c redit as an inde
pendent study . Interns will work under 
the guidance of the Archives staff in the 
Regional History Collections or in the 
museum . 

********************** ****** ************* 

Issue editor: Cathy Abernathy, Michi 
gan Historical Collections, Bentley 
Historical Library, 1150 Beal Avenue, 
Ann Arbor, 48105. 

The prompt and full cooperation of 
the following Archives reporters made 
this issue possible : 

Warner Pflug, Archives of Labor History 
and Urban Affairs, Wayne State Univer
sity; 

Joe Oldenberg, Burton Historical Col
lection, Detroit Public Library; 

Bill Miles, Clarke Historical Library , 
Central Michigan Univers ity; 

Bill Lowery, John Hoffman, and David 
Olson, Michigan History Division; 

Dick Hathaway, Michigan Unit, State 
Library; 

Dean William Combs, Michigan State 
University Archives and Historical 
Collections; 

Bob Patterson, Michigan Technologica l 
University; 

Peter Schmitt, University Archives and 
Regional History Collections, Western 
Michigan University . 


