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SPRING MEETING TO FEATURE TOUGH QUESTIONS 

"What should we save? What should we 
throw away?" These questions are at the 
heart of the problem of appraisal , perhaps 
the most crucial task of our profession. 
The program committee has organized a 
provocative program around the theme of 
the appraisal of records and manuscripts 
and hopes for a lively and stimulating 
discussion. 

The Clarke Historical Library of 
Central Michigan University in Mount 
Pleasant will host the s~~ing meeting on 
Friday May 30. Meeting announcements will 
be mailed about the first of May to all 
members. Others may inquire of Frank 
Wilhelme, Secretary, Historical Society 
of Michigan, 2~17 Washtenaw Avenue, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 48104 

FALL MEETING A SUCCESS 

Present conditions and future poten
tials of urban records in Michigan 
engaged the attention of archivists and 
historians at the fall meeting of the 
Michigan Archival Association in Ann 
Arbor on October 17, 1974. A panel 
composed of Dennis East, David Olson , 
and Jo Elle~n Vinyard led the discussion. 

Dave Olson, State Archivist, summarized 
the legal position of the State Archives 
with regard to urban records. The 
regional depositories, Western Michigan 
University , Central Michigan University, 
Michigan Technological University, 
Burton Historical Collection, and Oakland 
University , offer one solution for the 
problems of preserving urban records. 
Activities of the State Archives include 
an inventory of the records of the City 
of Detroit and records management proposals. 
Dave offered five recommendations: 1. 
microfilm; 2. gain grassroots support; 
3. work for cooperati0n among agencies; 
4. help cities with records management; 
5. develop subject collections between 

cities. 
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WINTER , 1975 

FALL MEETING, (Cont. ) 
.Dennis East of the Archives of Labor 

History and Urban Affairs spoke on the 
problems of urban archives in general. 
Jo Ellen Vinyard stressed the variety of 
records which can be used to gain insight 
into nineteenth century cities , using her 
research into the lives of working women 
as an example. 

During the business meeting, the members 
discussed committee reports. A good 
discussion resulted from the report of 
the Committee on Collecting Public Papers. 
Wayne Mann recommended that the committee 
be reconstituted and charged with 
developing a program in this area. The 
action of the membership on the dues 
question is reported below. 

After the luncheon , Si:dney Fline , ' 
University of Michigan historian , discussed 
his research in Detroit records for his 
forthcoming biography of Frank Murphy. 
Tours of three special collections on 
the University campus filled the after
noon , which was concluded with a reception 
at the Bentley Historical Library. 

MAA MEMBERS VOTE T,O INCREASE. DUES 

The members of the MAA discussed the 
question of the dues structu re for the 
organization at some length at the fa l l 
meeting. Warner Pflug pre~ented the 
decision of the executive committee to ask 
for a dues increase from $2.00 a year to 
$3.00. After a discussion of MAA p l ans , 
Philip Mason proposed an amendment calling 
for a dues increase to $5.00 a year. The 
amendment passed with -ene dissenting vote. 
The new dues notices will be seDt with 
the program of the spring meeting. Dues 
can be paid by mail or at the spring 
meeting. If you do not receiv e a dues 
notice , please contact the secretary , 
Frank Wilhelme , at the Historical Society 
of Michigan, 2117 Washtenaw Avenue , Ann 
Arbor , Michigan , 48104. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS TWICE 

All members of the executive conunittee 
were present at the winter meeting on 
D.ecember 11 in Ann Arbor. Snow prevented 
all members from attending the spring 
meeting in Detroit on April 4. Copies of 
the full minutes of each meeting will be 
s .ent to anyone requesting a copy. 

Plans were approved for the spring 
meeting at the Clarke Historical Library. 
The program committee of Martin McLaughlin, 
chairperson, Dick Hathaway, and Tom 
!Powers, was appointed. Bill Miles will 
be l ocal arrangements chairperson. The 
fall meeting will be held at the new 
Reuther Library of the Archives of Labor 
History and Urban Affairs in Detroit. 
Warner Pf lug will be in charge of local 
arrangements. The program committee will 
consist of Pat Bartkowski, chairperson, 
Valerie Bnowne, ~eona Berry, and Joe 
Oldenburg. 

Committee reports were discussed. The 
Committee o n Manuscripts on Microfilm 
reported that while substantial progress 
h ad been made , no further work could be 
done until funding for the publication 
was assured. (The prol;>lem remains as this 
issue goes to press,ed.) It was decided 
to create a new connnittee on public papers 
and a committee on oral history. Other 
com.~ittees had meeting planned and work 
was reported in progress. 

It was decided to leave our relation
s hip with the Historical Society as is. 
The procedure for the new dues collection 
was approved. Newsletter costs and 
responsibilities were discussed but no 
decisions were reached. 

NEWSLETTER MEETING 

At a meeting of editors of regional 
newsletters during the donvention of the 
Society of American Archivists in Toronto, 
the editors decided to exchange copies 
of newsletters as a means of communica
tion. Quite a file is now developing on 
your editor~ desk. We are currently 
receiving some dozen newsletters. Any 
member wis hing to read these newsletters 
may borrow them. 

The editors also discussed the problems 
ox editing newsletters, especially the 
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NEWSLETTER{cont.) 
problem of attracting articles, comment , 
and letters to the editor. Publication 
of accessions reports was discussed. 
There is a possibility that the SAA and 
ABC-Clio may arrange one national forum 
for such reports. It was noted the sev 
eral newsletters have editorial boards 
to develop topical areas for the news
letter. 

MAC TO MEET 

The MidWest Archives Conference will 
convene its fourth annual spring meeting 
April 24-26 , Thursday through Saturday 
in Chicago. Thirteen sessions include 
panels and workshops on business archives, 
church archives. labor archives, photo
graphs, oral history, ephemeral materials, 
univer~ity records management , writing 
university history, and women 's history. 
Tours of the Evanston Historical Society 
and the Northwestern University Library 
are a l so featured. Ann Morgan Campbell 
of the Society of American Archivists 
will give the keynote address, "The 
Archival Profession Today." 

For registration materials write to 
Elizabeth R. Cibulskis, 3421 South Morgan, 
Chicago, Illinois, 60608 

PRESERVATION COURSES OFFERED 

Col. Edward N. Gilbert , Chief Conser
vator of the Ford Museum will offer a 
course entitled. " Conservation and Pres
ervation of Library and Archival Materials" 
at Wayne State University-College of Life
long Learning, Ford Museum, Dearborn. A 
four hour credit course , it will meet 
Thursday evenings from 6 to 9 PM April 
10 through June 19 , 1975. It is a basic 
course in the f undementals of library 
and archival conservation. Applications 
may be obtained through the College of 
Lifelong Learning, 313-358-2401 or 358-2104. 
Questions may be directed to Dr. Philip 
Mason, Wayne State University Archives, 
313-577-4024 

The University of Illinois Graduate 
School of Library Science will offer its 
course, "The Conservation of Reseanch 
Library Materials" from· July 7 to August 

(cont. on pages•) 
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PRELIMINARY CARE OF SOUND ARCHIVES 

PATRICIA FREEDMAN 
Head of Sound Archives, Eastern Michigan University 

A kind and important donor just left you his very personal collection of :sound 
recordings: a two foot high stack of 78's, his grandfather's old cylinder recordings 
{some in a pretty brown color and even some white ones) and a batch of acetate tapes. 

The first thing to do is -- nothing. Leave them in the boxes, cartons , or packages for 
at least twenty-four to forty-eight hours. However, where you leave them is important. 
This should be a room within the 600 range and between 40 to 60 percent relative 
humidity. No closets please! They must have air to recuperate. The tapes must be out 
of range of small motors or magnetic fields of any kind. Even a vacuum cleaner can 
be harmful. These sources can erase the magnetic charge which originally put the 
sound on the tape. If possible, put this collection on a shelf where they will 
get as little handling as possible until such time as you will be able to give them 
some attention. The temperature and humidity factors apply to all recorded materials, 
including film. 

When getting ready for accessioning, make sure that you have enough work space 
so as not to crowd your items. This sorting area should ideally be reserved ·Eor this 
purpose only, even if it may not be too large. Remove and discard all packing paper, 
especially newsprint,~raft, soft tissues, and corruagated cardboard as you 
prepare for inspection, storage , and recording of the basic information y0u may want 
to put on your cards. Keep only thehard cardboard slipcase in the case of disc 
recordings. If they have plastic wrappers, these too should be removed as soon 1.as 
possible. The tape recording may be kept in the original bo~es. Cylinder containers 
are valuable in themselves and of course should be used. For long term storage 
there are better methods, but these can run into money. The Hollinger Corporation has 
ready made s lip cases for disc recordings a nd will custom make oth ers for special 
uses, such as the cylinders which they made for the Library of Congress. 

First aid for your tapes. Carefully rewind at a slow speed with easy tension as 
they may be brittle, especially if they seem to be several years old. Keep up this 
practice every six months, {or at least once a year if time is tight). if you h ave 
determined that they are more than ten years old. Playing tape occasionally 
releases the "bubbles" or adhesions sometimes created in long term s torage. In very 
old tapes it may be safer just to play at slow speed instead of a fast wind as a fast 
speed can cause breakag~= and put too much tension on the center . It can also 
stretch or permanently distort the material. As soon as possible preserve your tapes 
on a duplicate tape of the newer materials which retain their flexibility and wear 
time. Repair all splices which seem to be causing further deterioration. 

If tape seems dusty it may be carefully cleaned while rewinding with a very clean, 
dry , lint- free cloth. A new chamois for this purpose h as been very helpful. 
Avoid storing unboxed tapes. Plastic reel boxes suitabl e for long term storage are 
available from Realistic {Radio Shack) Electronics. Cardboard boxes for temporary 
storage are available at most media supply sources. Be sure to store tapes or 
discs on edge. In the case of tapes this prevents damage to the edge of the tape. 
In discs it avoids imprint and other pressure induced symptoms. 

Disc recordings, especially the very early ones,should 
and this is one good reason for a special working space. 
" cleanup " purposes very often contains residues of dust, 

be h andled very carefully , 
The area u sed for other 
chemicals , and other material s 
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brought in on paper collections and documents. The standard paper container in 
whic h the original material came often just disintegrates after a while , lea·1ring 
its mark on the recordings. Fungus is in no way selective. It will a vail itself 
of any medium as long as there are some organic particles to feed on. The white 
spots on the wax cylinders or brown rough sp9ts on discs that don ' t yield to 
detergent and water are just a few examples of an area already inhabited. These 
are the same organisms that are the enemy of the vigilant archivist who · :cares •.about 
the condition of the manuscript. 

Another problem with earlier disc and cylinder recordings is that the materials 
that went into their manufacture will change properties and they become brittle. 
If possible refrain from playing them an anything that does not have a light electronic 
pickup. Use a turntable with a variable speed (no changer--discs may not be able to 
withstand too many falls from the spindle) . The speeds are not always accurate both 
from the standpoint of early recording errors and from the changes that may have 
taken place over the aging process. Using original equipment may satisfy a nostalgia. 
yen, but may prove fatal to the reproduction after a few plays. Although the 
temptation may ,be there,it would be best to sort , arrange and store until proper 
equipment is available. Cylinder players can also be modified to be used for 
preservation of these old material s. This can be done by electrification and use of 
a special stylus. This not only serves the purpose of preservation but also makes 
the sounds more compatible to our present listening habits. 

All material should be c l eaned before any attempt is made to play them on even th~ 
choicest equipment. And most important: wear clean white cotton gloves while 
handling any of these materials. Finger prints can produce etching from the grease 
and acid. 

A great deal can be said for preservation of early recordings and preparing our 
archives to receiv e the electronically produced historical materials of our day. 
This has b een borne out in much of what has taken place in this past year. Since 
these materials have been seen as admissible in the highest courts of our country, 
can research be far behind? ~rchivists are well aware of the needs of the researcher 
and the historian. Sound archives are indeed in the domain of the twentieth 
century people who serve this purpose. 

****BOOK NOTES****BOOK NOTES**** 

Clapp , Anne F. Curatorial Care of Works 
of Art on Paper. Second revised edition. 
May 1974. Obtain from the Inter
museum Laboratory, Allen Art Building, 
Oberlin, Ohio. 44074 

An excellent detailed current and 
specific guide to the care of works of 
art on paper which has many applications 
for archivists and librarians. It surveys 
the factors potentially harmful to paper. 
It gives detailed procedures for dealing 
with common problems, formulas for needed 
fumigants and adhesives, currently 
recommended materials, and addresses of 
suppliers. Bibliography. 

******BOOK NOTES******BOOK NOTES****** 

Smith , J erome Irving. Robert Hudson 
Tannahill Research Library. Dearborn : 
The Edison Institute, 1974. 37 pages, 
illustrations. $1.40 from Merchandising 
Department, Greenfield Village and 
Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn, Mich. 

A narrative description of the library 
holdings of the Edison Institute, now 
gathered in the Robert Hudson Tannahill 
Research Library. Profusely illustrated 
with copies of the books, manuscripts, 
business archives, trade catalogs , maps, 
prints, music, photographs, and newspapers 
held by the Library. 



.,. 

COMMENT 

After nearly a year as president of the 
Mic higa n •'Archival Association , I note 
that it is very easy for the off i cers , 
executive board, and editor to get 
caught up in the nuts and bolts activities 
of keeping the organization r unning 
smoothly and difficult to accomplish 
activities to benefit the archiva l profes
sion in Michigan. 

The archival profession of this state 
h as achieved much in the last few .years. 
We have a revital ized s t ate agency and 
some of our major collections are now 
h oused i n handsome and functional new 
buildings. New train ing programs h ave 
been initi ated. New guidas and bibliog
raphies have been published or are in 
press. The Michigan Archival Association 
h as grown a l so. Never before h ave we 
h ad so many peop:te .' active in the ·Qrg.aniaa
tion. We have h ad good attendance at 
good programs , and n ew committees are 
organized and working. The new dues 
structure ref l ects the committment of the 
members to the organization. 

Yet, although the organization has 
strengthened itself, it cannot yet c l aim 
a major rol e in the revitalization and 
expansion of s t ate archiva l activity. 
The impetus for growth and movement has 
come fr.om sources oth er than the MAA. 
Why is this? Two problems stand out. 
The first is common to a ll voluntary 
associations , good intentions and good 
will unsupported by action. The second 
problem, more centra l to the MAA, ·can 
b e confronted more direc.tly. The goals 
of the organizati on are not c l early 
est ablished. Both problems are illus
trated in the response t o the question
na ire distributed l ast fall, the .first 
in the sma ll number of q uestionnaires 
returned , and the second in the wide 
variety of rankings ascribed to the 
various goals outline d in the .questionnaire. 
As this was not a scientific operation , 
generalizations s h ould not be pushed too 
far. However , respondents in general 
approv e d a c luster of four goals.for the 
organization : 1) t o provide a forum for 
discussion of common problems, 2 ) to 
promote cooperati on among archiva l agencies , 
3 ) t o provide action on statewide archival 
problems, and 4) to provide continuing 
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education for members . 
These .are goals ·we ll worth s triving 

for . However , the r ub comes in imple
menting these goals or other goals 
c hosen by the me mbers . One respondent 
cogently pointed out that the best thing 
MAA could do would b e to d ec ide on two 
or three specifi c , achievable pro j ects , 
such as publishing a stat e guide to 
manu scripts and archives, or d evis ing 
a workabl e scheme for stat ewide 
bibliographical contro l and the n to 
devote ou r energies to accomplishing 
them. I agree with this respondent. 
We mus t ask ourselv es how b est to 
spend our en ergi es to achieve las ting 
contributio ns. To do that we mus t c hoose 
specifi.c , realizable projec t s to 
implement our more abstract g oals. 

1975 will be an excelle nt time t o 
move into ma j or programs for archiv a l 
activity. The unpreced ente d public 
a waren ess and discu ss i on of s ubs tantive 
archiva l i ssues , the bicen~ennial a nd 
the numerous l ocal sesquicente nnials 
and centennial s have increased grass 
roots interest in l ocal hi s tory. Le t u s 
plan then to discuss our goals, priorities , 
and projects so that both the officers 
and the members of the MAA will have a 
sense of direction a nd the opportunity 
to accomplis h meaningful projects. 

Mary J o Pugh 

CONSERVATION COURSES ('cont. from pa-.,e 2 ) 

1, 1975 at the Newberry L:il)rary , Chicago. 
Paul Banks, the con servator of the Newberry 
Library , will offer the four week course 
a nd will emphasize three areas: the n a ture 
a nd technology of b ook ma t erials , e nemies 
of books and ma nuscripts , and me thod s 
of care a nd treatment. The printe d book 
will be emphas i zed but ma nuscripts , maps , 
prints, photographs , a nd other research 
material will b e discussed. The course 
gives o n e unit of . graduate credit a nd will 
cost $88. for tuition. For information 
write to the Graduaue School of Library 
Science , 329 Library Building , University 
of Illinois , Urbana , Illinois , 61801 
( 217-333-328) 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION, DETROIT 
PuBLIC LIBRARY 

Accessions 
The Burton Historical Collection has 

recently acquired a series of 38 bio
graphical and autobiographical sketches 
of Michigan men who have served in the 
United States Congress. These sketches 
cover the years 1839 to 1869 and are part 
of a collection of original letters 
written to Charles Lanman to compose .his 
D_ictionary of the United States Congress. 
This collection has been cataloged as the 
Charles Lanman Papers. 

Burton has also cataloged and made 
available to researchers the papers of 
the Friends of the Detroit Public Library. 
The Friends papers cover the years 1910-
1973. This organization , which began in 
1942 , has brought together people with 
a n interest in helping the Library and 
providing funds for special purchases 
a nd programs. 

Burton has also cataloged the papers 
of the Detroit Cornice and Slate Company , 
covering the years 1916 to 1964. This 
collection of correspondence , proposals, 
time cards , and blueprints has much 
history of the buildings of Detroit 
because this company was involved in most 
of the large building projects in Detroit. 

Also catal oged are the papers of the 
Detroit International Regatta Association. 
The papers cover the years 1921 to 1965. 
They include correspondence , constitution 
and by- laws , committee records, time sheets , 
race results , and trophies. This organi
zation b egan in 1948 and planned and ran 
all of the motor boat regattas on the 
Detroit River until 1965. 

A recent accession is "The Journal of 
A Captivity Among the Indians of North 
America in the year 1763 by John Ruth
erford .... " This journal is by an indiv
idual who was outside of the fort at 
Detroit in May 1763 when Pontiac's 
Conspiracy began and as a result was . '· 
captured by the Indians. Rutherford ' s 
diary gives extensive details on life 
among the Indians , their reaction to the 
conspiracy and the life as an Indian 
captiv e . The journal is one of 3 copies 
of the original that are known to exist 
and was used by Dr. M. M. Quaife in the 

Lakeside Cl assic Series . The original 

has been lost. Joseph F. Oldenburg 

MICHIGAN UNIT , STATE LIBRARY SERVICES, 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Activities 
An activities report rarely mentions 

the "normal" daily functions that an 
institutions ' s staff performs. The Mi~h
igan Unit responds to requests for any 
type of information relating to the 
State of Michigan and family history 
requests. Thus, our collections mus t have 
current statistical information on 
Michi9an as well as material for historians 
and genealogists. Our patrons include 
State government employees, legislative 
aides , libraries , genealogists, historians, 
and the "just curious. " A few statistiss 
may give some idea of the staff ' s daily 
duties. During the last fiscal year the 
Unit staff ( six members) received 12 1 716 
title requests and 13 , 429 subject requests. 

The Michigan Newspapers on Microfilm 
Program has completed filming of n ewspapers 
from Stanton , Hamtramck , and Battle Creek. 

Accessions 
The 1870- 1920 county histories and 

atlases have always been a prime resear~h 
source for historians and genealogists. 
Recently the State Library acquired 
" complete" sets of these publications 
on microfilm for the states of P~nn
sylvania , Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin , and 
Michigan. The Michigan set was filmed 
from the Clarke Historical Library and 
Michigan Unit col l ections. Illinois 
will be purchased from Research Publi
cations , Inc. of New Haven, Conn. when 
it is completed. 

The Mic h igan Unit ' s maps and atlases 
is one of our most prized research 
collections. We have recently added 
photostats of all 19th _century land own@r
ship maps not already in our collection 
and made arrangements to fill outr: and up
date our files of U.S. Lake Survey and 
Topographic Quadrangle maps. 

For many years Florence Whelan and 
her daughter, Marion , have been avid 
collectors and researchers of family 
history and the history of Tecumseh and 
Lenawee County. Marion Whelan has 
recently donated their books a nd 
research papers to the Michigan Unit. This 
collection contains vital records, 

.. 
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MICHIGAN UNIT, STATE LIBRARY, (cont) 

transcripts, family histories, local 
history materials and printed books 
and pamphlets. 

Publications 

A brief two page bibliography entitled 
Michigan in the Revolution is available 
from the Michigan Unit. It is a selected 
list of secondary sources which portray 
the part this area played in the Revolu
tion. Read About Michigan is a sixteen page 
pamphl.et :iwtiich lists "readable'! books 
about Michigan on various subjects ·. ~ 

Richard Hathaway 

STATE ARCHIVES, MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

Activities 
An inventory of Detroit records was 

begun in 1974. This is a cooperative 
program invOliving the efforts of the 
State Archives, the Burton Historical 
Collection, and Wayne State Univer.sity. 
Recently, the McGregor Foundation 
approved a grant of $11,000 which will 
al l ow a continuation of the program into 
1975. 

Dave Johnson, Assistant State Archivist 
and Valerie Browne are compiling a guide 
to state records in the State Archives. 
They hope to publish it this year. 

Accessions 
In addition to records received from 

the various departments of state govern
ment via retention and disposal schedul es , 
sev enteen legislators donated papers to 
the Archives. Included among them are 
the files of Rep.Thomas J.Anderson, Rep. 
James G. Farnsworth, Sen. William S. 
Balenger, Rep. Alma G. Stallworth , and 
Sen. James G. Fleming. 

A number of donations have been 
received from private citizens. , Among 
them are the papers of the Lansing Women's 
Club, 1874- 1925. Also, tape recordings 
of radio broadcasts, 1970-1973 , were 
donated by the Michigan Farm Bureau as 
part of an ongoing program. 

Regional repositories accepted 
accessions also. The records of the 
Kent County Circuit and Grand Rapids 
Superior Court, 1836-1918+, have been 
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STATE ARCHIVES,(cont ) 
deposited in the Regional His tory 
Collections at Western Michigan University, 
a regional repository. Other materials 
deposited in this regional repos itory 
include the records of the City of 
Kalamazoo, 1864- 1955, and of Mus kegon 
Heights, 1891-1953. Records of the City 
of Alma, 1897-1966 and the City of Mt. 
Pleasant, 1952-1965, have been deposited 
in the regional depository at the Clarke 
Historical Library at Central Michigan 
University. 

Among the accessions from local govern
mental units in areas where no regional 
depository exists are records of the 
Huron River Watershed Council, 1956- 1969. 
These records are presently housed in the 
State Archives in Lansing. 

Martin McLaughlin 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, BENTLEY 
HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Activities 
Celebrations were held in October , 1974, 

to dedicate the Arthur H. Vanderiiberg 
Room and the Wilber M Brucker Room in the 
new Bentley Historical Library. 

Keijo Virtanen of the University of 
Turku, Finland, is a part- time member of 
the staff for the academic year 1974-75. 
He has been actively collecting, micro
filming,and cataloging materials related 
to Finnish immigration to the United States. 

Accessions 
The Lansing Bureau of the Detroit :.1ews 

deposited some 25 feet of scrapbooks , 
pres$ files, and reference files. The 
scrapbook s include all stories published 
by the Lansing Bureau from 1931 to 1966. 
Also included are scrapbooks relating 
to news coverage of the gubernatorial 
administrations from 1946 to 1966. Perhaps 
the most significant part of the collection 
is the detailed subject index, 1935 to 1966. 
The index serves as an index to all news
worthy activities of State government in the 
period. 

Four feet of the-David F. Allmendinger 
family of Ann Arbor have been given to the 
Collections. The family founded the Ann 
Arbor Organ Company. Also acquired wa s a 
photograph album of Orville Z. Frazier , 

black inventor of Indiana and Grand Rapids. 



MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, (cont.) 
Frazier was a model builder from 
Fairmount and Madison, Indiana, and an 
engineer for the Crew- Elkhart automobile 
company before settling in Grand Rapids. 

More than 40 reels of microfilmed 
letters from Finnish immigrants to the 
United States sent to family and friends 
in Finland were obtained from the 
Institute of General History at the 
University of Turku, Finland. The 
University of Turku , in cooperation 
with Suomi College , Hancock, Michigan, 
was also responsible for the deposit 
of 100 reels of Suomi College's 
collection of Finnish- American manuscripts. 

Mary Jo Pugh 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND REGIONAL HISTORY 
COLLECTIONS , WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Accessions 
The University Archives and Regional 

History Col lections has received an 
excellent set of 105 letters to and from 
Leander Kellogg, private in the 76th 
New York Infantry, 1861- 1864 , giving 
detailed accounts of camp life , the 
battle of Fredericksburg, and home life 
in western New York. 

Peter Schmitt 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 

Accession s 
During the latter part of 1974 a 

shipment of materials was received for 
the Scott Turner Collection. These will 
supplement the records of the former 
Director of the U.S. Bureau of Mines 
and enhance their value. 

A substantial number of the records 
of the Village of Houghton were acquired 
for placement in the Regional Local 
Records Depository at Michigan Tech. 

Robert D. Patterson 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR H~$TORY AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS , WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Activi t ies 
The move to the new Walter Reuther 

Library has been a major activity of the 
staff of the Archives. All collections 
have now been moved and the reading 
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ARCHIVES OF LABOR HISTORY (cont) 
room is open for research. During the 
week of April 14th, the staff will 
complete its move to the new building. 

The building will be dedicated May 
23 , 1975. The event , open by invitation 
only , will host major labor leaders 
and political figures. Senator Hubert 
Humphrey will give the dedicatory 
speech and W. Willard Wirtz will give 
the dinner speech. 

Personnel 
Ms. Valerie Browne and Ms. Carolyn 

Majewski have joined the staff as 
archivists. 

Warner Pflug 

******BOOK NOTES******BOOK NOTES****** 

National Archives and Records Service. 
Guide to the Arch~ves of the United 
States. Washington: _l974. Superintendent 
of Documents Number GS 4.6/2:N21' 
Price $12.30. 884 pages. 

The first general guide describing 
the records held by the National Archiv-es 
since 1948 , this volume provides a useful 
introduction to the materials of use 
to the local and state ~istorian. It 
includes all official records of the 
United States accessioned as of June 30 ~ 1970 

but does not include the presidential 
and other personal papers in the Pres
idential libraries. Nearly one million 
cubic feet of records ar-e , :described, 
including 1.5 million maps , 200 , 000 roll s 
of microfilm , 43,000 reels of motion 
picture film, 4,523 , 000 still photographs t 
2.4 million aerial photographs, and 
about 66 , 600 sound recordings. The 
volume is organized to reflect current 
governmental organization , and of the 
three branchs of government, the 
Executive Branch dominates . Appendices 
give use regulations, a list of record 
groups arranged by record group number. 
An index of organizational units, names 
and functions of agencies , and broad 
subjects complete the volume. 

... 
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******BOOK NOTES******BOOK NOTES****** 

Hathaway, Richard J. Dissertations and 
Theses in Michigan History. Published 
by the Michigan History Division.1974. 
133 pages 

A list of over 1250 dissertations and 
theses relating to Michigan history, this 
publication includes nearly all degree 
related research done ~>from 1895 to 1972 
pertaining to Michigan. The list 
includes dissertations and theses 
submitted not 0nly to history departments 
but also those submitted for degrees in 
geography, economics, sociology, arch
aeology, literature, and other related 
fields. The publication provides use
ful subject and chronological indexes. 

State Archives, Michigan History ~Division. 

Finding Aid for the Records of the 
Executive Office, 1810-1910. Record 
Group 44. Compiled by Geneva Kebler 
Wiskemann. Lansing: 1973. 66 pages 

This finding aid gives a file level 
description of the 120 feet of the 
administrative correspondence of the 
Executive Office of the State of Michigan, 
1810-1910. Provenance and original order 
were lost by the 1921 use of the Iowa 
system of subject arrangement. This 
guide captures the actual file scheme 
and the subject headings in use. These 
records were saved from the 1951 fire 
although some 140 bound volumes of the 
record group were lost. The ten major 
divisions are: commissions, correspond~ 
ence, elections, extraditions, legisla
tive, miscellaneous, petitions, 
proclamations, reports, and vouchers. 

**************************************** 

OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the 
Michigan Archival Association. Contri
butions of news notes, book reviews , 
articles, and features are welcome. 
Editor , Mary Jo Pugh, Michigan Historical 
Collections, 1150 Beal Avenue, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 48105 

The next issue will come out, on time, 
August 30. DEADLINE: AUGUST 15, 1975 
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******BOOK NOTES******BOOK NOTES****** 

National Archiv~s and Records Service. 
Catal?g of National Archives 
Microfilm Publications. Washington: 
1974, 184 pages 

A list and description of records 
from the National Archives available 
on microfilm, this publication supercedes 
all other lists and gives a reel by 
reel description of the more than 2,100 
microfilm publications now available 
in 104,000 ro~ls of microfilm. Currently, 
each roll is priced at $12.00. An 
appendix indicates a numerical list 
of microfilm publications with page 
numbers. A Spindex II computer produced 
index completes the volume. 

SPECIAL CENSUS SCHEDULES ON MICROFILM 

The special schedules of the United 
States censuses for the Sta~e of M~chigan, 
1850- 1880, in the possession of the 
State Archives, were filmed by the 
National Archives in 1973. NARS microfilm 
publication Tll64 of these schedules 
for the products of agriculture, products 
of industry, _ social statistics, and 

.(") • . • J •• , _ ~ 

mortal1 ty ', consists of 77 reels _of · , 
microfilm. A roll by roll description 
may be obtained by writing to the ·,Natio"nal 
Archives. ,' Each .roll costs $12. 00. 

Maurice Cole,former president of the 
Historical Society of Michigan writes 

1 • ' ·' 

to tell us of his book, Michigan Court
Houses --Old and New which will be publi shed 
this spring. These will be over 225 
illustrations. Write to EMEFCEE Publi
cations, 206 Ferndale Center Building, 
Ferndale, Mich. 48220 and enclose 
$10.00 a copy plus 50¢ postage. 

JOIN US IN MOUNT PLEASANT FOR THE SPRING 
MEETING 

PUT MAY 30 ON YOUR CALENDAY 


