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FALL MEETING: WHOSE RIGHTS? 

All archivists have one problem in 
common, no matter how much they vary 
otherwise, and that is the legal problem 
of rights: the right of access, the right 
of privacy, the right to know , copyrights , 
literary rights , and so on. 

To discuss our legal liabilities and 
assets, we have invited two lawyers and 
an archivist from our own group to talk 
to us at the fall MAA meeting on Nov. 
3, 1976, at the Dearborn Inn, Dearborn, 
Michigan. 

At 10:00 a.m., after registration -
and the customary coffee time, Elmer 
L. Roller, Assistant General Counselor 
of Wayne State University, will discuss 
pending Michigan legislation relating 
to public records. He will also discuss 
the legal aspects in the handling of 
student records and similiar private 
records which comprise a group of 
material , private to various individuals , 
who did notthemselves donate the 
information. There will be time after 
Mr. Roller's talk to ask questions. 

At 11:15 Frederick L. Honhart, 
Assistant Director of the Michigan 
State University Archives and Historical 
Collections, will discuss the right of 
the archives. 

Luncheon at the Dearborn Inn will be 
followed by a talk by Dr. Denise S. 
Carty-Bennia, a specialist in copyright 
who teaches a seminar on copyright law 
at the Wayne State University Law School. 
Time will be allowed for questions on 
any aspect of copyright law that interests 
you. 

A business meeting is scheduled next , 
to be conducted by the new President , 
Pat Bartkowski. After the business 
meeting , by popular request, we have 
arranged a special visit to the Ford 
Archives. However, because of the small 
area of the archives , only 25 people can 
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FALL MEETING ( cont. ) 
be accornodated for the visit. They 
will be the first 25 who send in t h e i r 
registration , checking the place on the 
form requesting the visit. The · 
visitors will be shown the Ford Archives 
P\1 Henry Edmunds , Winthro~ Sears,Jr, , 
and David R. Crippen, who will explain 
and demonstrate this unique archives. 
So check your registration form and get 
it in early , if you would like to be 
included in this rare visit. 

The registration form and the program 
for the meeting ~ found ~ the last 
page of the newsletter. Please detach 
the lower portion of the form and 
send it to Frank Wilhelme, Secretary. 

Nonmembers will be assessed a $3:00 
~egistration fee; members and students 
do not have to pay this fee. 

The MAA is meeting join tly with the 
Historical Society of Michigan , whose 
meeting will run through Saturday , 
November 6. 

The program committee for the 
meeting was composed of Dione Miles , 
chairperson, Suzanne Steel , and 
Margaret Ward. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The executive committee of the 
Michigan Archival Association will 
meet in October. Anyone wishing to 
place business on the agenda should 
contact Pat Bartkowski , president , 
at the Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Mich. 
48202. ( 313-577-4024) 



SPRING MEETING ATTRACTS ~GE GROUP 

The Michigan Archival Association met 
on May 21, 1976 , at the Manty Conference 
Center in Lansing. The State Archives 
hosted the meeting. Francis X. Blouin, 
head of the program committee, opened 
the meeting at 10:00 after coffee and 
rolls had been served. The theme of the 
meeting was the "Organization and Def in
ition of Archival Collections: The 
Problem of Intellectual Control." 

The first speaker was Rosalie Clavez 
of the State Archives on the topic of 
the arrangement and control of photographs. 
Confronting the issue of provenance as it 
relates to visual records, she stated 
that provenance must be· applied flexibly. 
She evaluated various methods of arranging 

· negatives and prints and pointed out that 
their arrangement differs because of the 
different purposes to which they are put. 

Torn Powers of the Michigan Historical 
Collections opened the topic of processing 
and retrieval of manuscript materials. He 
emphasized the curator's responsibility to 
know what collections the library has and 
where they are located. He urged the 
necessity of a system of priorities for 
apportioning limited resources for detailed 
processing. He stressed the importance 
of good preliminary processing of new 
accessions so that the library has at least 
minimal control. over all its holdings. 

Suzanne Flandreau Steel, also of the 
Michigan Historical Collections, presented 
a paper on the processing and retrieval 
of printed material in an archival agency. 
Commenting on the differences: between 
traditional archival and library techniques, 
she discussed at length the problem of 
what to do with printed materials found 
in a manuscript collection, principally 
the question of whether to remove them 
from the collection or not. She offered a 
number of alternatives to traditional 
library cataloging mechanisms for making 
known the material whether retained in the 
collection or not. 

· Processing of audible documents was the 
topic discussed by Pat Freedman of the 
Sound Archives. Using an overhead projector 
she outlined a flow chart of activities in 
the processing of audible documents. She 
re-records all material for research use 
and does not make original documents 

SPIUNG MEETING ' (cont. ) 
available for research . 

After lunch, Pat Hudson of the Monroe 
County Historical Commission presen~ed 
a bibliography of books and articles 
related to the problems of intellectual 
control and assessed the value of 
a number of the citations. 

After the business meeting, a panel 
discussion among the participants 
concluded the session. Tours of the 
State Archives followed. 

SPRING BUSINESS MEETING LONG BUT 
PRODUCTIVE 

One of the longest business meetings 
in recent memory was conducted at t!1e 
spring meeting of the MAA in Lansing. 
It was called to order by president 
Mary Jo Pugh at 2:00. The meeting 
began with committee reports of the 
following committees: ethnic newspapers 
committee, newspapers on microfilm 
project, committee on manuscripts on 
microfilm, committee on the papers 
of public officials, oral history 
committee, . the committee on 
standards, and the program committee. 

Marty McLaughlin read the report of 
the nominations committee, The 
committee nominated Pat Bartkowski 
of Wayne State University as Fresident 
for a two year term. Pat Hudson of the 
Monroe County Historical Commission 
was nominated for the three year 
vacancy on the executive committee , 
and Mary Jo Pugh of the Michigan 
Historical Collections was nominated 
to fill the position formerly held 
by Pat Bartkowski. It wil be a tw6 year 
term. The members approved the slate. 

Fred Honhart requested that in the 
future the nominations committee announce 
and circulate the proposed slate one 
month in advance of the meeting. The 
members approved the motion. 

Wayne Mann suggested that the officers 
draw up a constitutional amendment 
making the outgoing president an ex
officio member of the executive committee. 
The members approved his motion. 

After lengthy but substantial 
discussion on these and other topics, 
Mary Jo Pugh gave a report as outgoing 
president and adjourned the meeting 
at 3;0li). 



UNIVERSITY ARCH IVE& 

Dear Colleagues: 

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

September 3, 1976 

DETROIT, MICKIQAN 4811.0& 

WALTER P. REUTHER LIBRARY 

1313) ~77-"'024 

As professionals we have an obligation to promulgate archival 
standards. We need to make our expertize and concerns known to and 
respected by the Michigan Legislature and keepers of records. If the 
Michigan Archival Association is to continue to grow, each member must 
reach out and assist and educate those individuals working with manu
scripts who have2little, if any, archival training. Your personal contact 
could make the difference. 

New members can help MAA and MAA can help new members. A review 
of the President's Report given by Mary Jo Pugh at the Spring meeting 
succinctly summarizes our activities and accomplishments for the past 
two years. Programs, publications, and projects are an integral part of 
MAA. Continued effort by all members will stimulate further growth and 
development. Regarding MAA's growth and development, I know that I 
speak for all members when I thank Mary Jo Pugh, immediate past Presi
dent, for her dynamic leadership and just plain hard work. 

As the new President of the Michigan Archival Association I hope 
to see all of you at the Fall meeting, November 3 at the Dearborn Inn. 

Sincerely, 

Afg~ 
Patricia Bartkowski 
President, MAA 

.l 



SURVEYS SEEK SUPPORT 

MAA ORAL HISTORY SURVEY 

Pat Freedman, chairperson of the MAA 
Oral History Committee, announced that 
one group of the oral history question
naires has been mailed to public libraries 
and that questionnaires will be sent 
shortly to historical agencies and 
Bicentennial Committees. The question
naires seek to identify organizations 
and groups who have undertaken oral 
history projects in the past and those 
planning to begin projects in the future. 
She urged all members receiving the 
form to fill it out promptly, noting 
that the questions can be answered by 
simple yes and no answers. Members 
knowing of projects which were missed in 
the mailing are urged to contact Pat 
Freedman. 

IMMIGRATION SOURCES PROJECT 

Robert M. Warner and Francis X. Blouin, 
directors of the Immigration Sources 
project at the Michigan Historical Coll
ections, appealed to historical societies 
·and libraries in the state of Michigan to 
cooperate with the survey of ethnic 
material now underway. The project aims 
to learn the whereabouts of manuscript 
and printed material relating to ethnic 
groups in Michigan. At the conclusion 
of the project, a guide to the location 
of materials in the state will be pub
lished. -Warner and Blouin are now sending 
letters and postal cards to all groups 
which may have .materials and are seeking 
to learn of the existence of relevant 
records of churches, busi_nesses, schools, 
societies, families, and individuals. 
They emphasize th~t the project s _eeks to 
learn of the location of material and is 
not involved in collecting such material. 
(See related news on page 12) 

WOMEN'S HISTORY SOURCES SURVEY 

The National Endowment for the Human
ities and the University of Minnesota have 
granted funds to the Social Welfare History 
-Archives to produce a guide to archives 
and manuscript repositories for collections 

WOMEN'S HISTORY SOURCES SURVEY (cont.) 
relating to the history of women in the 
United States from the colonial period to 
the present. The results of this survey 
will be published as a reference work 
designed to aid those studying the social 
history of the American people. 

In the initial months of the survey 
the project compiled a list of more than 
9,000 archives, manuscript repositories 
and historical agencies which may have 
records and papers. Andrea Hinding, 
project director, now requests the 
assistance of all archival and historical 
agencies in the United States to 
complete the questionnaires which '.:hey 
are mailing to all possible sources. 

The survey wishes to know of insti
tutions having collections relating 
to women's history. The survey will not 
include book collections but will report 
organizational records and collections 
which include or are composed entirely of 
letters, diaries, journals, photographs? 
newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, 
autographs, and oral history trar.scripts 
and tapes. Such collections are those 
formed around an individual woman, a 
family, a women's organization, or an 
organization or movement in which women 
played a important role or which signifi
cantly affected women. 

After the questionnaires are re~urned 
the project will use them to prepare 
collection descriptions for the women's 
history guide. A draft descripti9n 
for each collection will be sent to the 
owner before the volume goes to press. 

Further information can be obtained 
by writing to Andrea Hinding,Women's 
History Sources Survey, University 
Libraries, Social Welfare History 
Archives Center, Minneapolis, Minn. 
55455. 

DIRECTORY OF REPOSITORIES OF HISTORICAL 
RECORDS 

Frank G. Burke, director of the 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission is seeking cooperation 
in a project of importance to everyone 
interested in the preservation and study 
of archival, manuscript, and related 

(Continued on page 7 ) 



Property Tax Rolls as New Tools for Community Study 

Peter J. Schmitt 
Western Michigan University 
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Row after row of bulky tax rolls with their leather bindings cracked and crumbling 
seem h ardly worth preserving in county courthouses or township h a l ls. Archivists 
pressed for space often conclude that no historical value rests in these painstaking 
accounts. But recent experience at the WMU Archives and Regional History Collections 
suggests that local tax rolls may be a neglected source of community history. Not 
only are these rolls helpful to genealogists and "old house researchers, " but 
geographers, sociologists, economic historians and students of ethnic culture find 
them vital in studies now underway at Western Michigan Un.i.vers-t ty . 

Local historic district study conunittees have documented construction of over a 
hundred and fifty ninteenth and early twentieth century buildings with a high degree 
of reliability. Geographer Charles Heller published an article in Michigan History 
on persistence patterns among local farmers and is now working on village residential 
groupings. WMU economic historian Dr. John Houdek and his students are studying 
township property exchanges. Dr. Benjamin Wilson used local rolls in his study of 
black settlers in Cass County. Members of the departments of history, geography, 
and sociology are jointly involved in two long-term studies of nineteenth-century 
heads of households and nineteenth-century immigrant settlements using these tax 
records. Wherever collections covering any span of years exist today, they 
constitute a valuable historical record. 

Historians interested in community study find a great deal of information in 
censuses, local newspapers, county histories, and other archival materials. But many 
of these appeared infrequently or ·involved only ·a small part o~ the population. 
Tax assessment rolls p.?:Ov~de an important, year-by-year description of properties 
and values for everyone who owned land or was taxed for personal property, thus 
including many otherwise "anonymous" Americans. Tax assessors recorded improvements, 
indicated increases or decreases in real or personal property, even on some occasions 
counting dogs, automobiles and other specially taxed items. They indicated 
residents and non-residents, land speculators, merchants, and widows "too poor to 
pay." Family historians particularly appreciate the yearly alphabetical listing 
of taxpayers. Researchers interested in historic site work, in patterns of rural 
or urban landholding , in ethnic studies, in real estate speculation or even in the 
introduction of automobiles into village life will find invaluable help in local 
tax rolls. 

Michigan legislators showed extraordinary faith in the General Property Tax. 
Outlines of the present system emerged by 1828 when Michigan was still a sparsely 
settled territory. Responsibility for assessing real and personal property fell 
to local officials. So it was that hundreds of local assessors made their rounds 
each year in April and early May. They examined land , discussed values, and asked 
for inventories of personal property. 

Assessors arrived at lump sums included under "personal property" after considering 
elaborate guidelines and exemptions. According to "Tax Laws of Michigan" published 
by the Secretary of State in 1867, personal property included •all goods, chattels, 
money , credits, and effects .•. all ships, boats, and vessels ... all money at interest ••• 
all public stocks ..• all personal estate of moneyed corporations ... and the income 
of any annuity ..•. " But this catalog was qualified by several exemptions. 
"Moneys at interest" were reduced by total indebtedness; stocks in out-of-state 
corporations were taxable only if the corporations were owned by Michigan residents; 
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annuity income was exempt if the capital was already taxed in Michigan. Each 
taxpayer was allotted certain exempt household goods as well , including 
household furniture and stoves ($200 ) , spinning and weaving equipment ($50 ), all 
clothing and family pictures and books ($150) , and finally , " to each householder , 
ten sheep with their fleeces, and the yarn and cloth manufactured from the same ; 
two cows, five swine, and provisions and fuel for the comfortable subsistence of 
such householder and family for six months. " 

The assessors compiled an official assessment "roll" giving the name of each 
taxpayer, listing each of his properties separately, and adding a lump sum for 
"personal property" when appropriate. They indicated the "value " of each property 
and, when they had finished their task, gave their rolls over to the Township 
Supervisors who later determined state and local tax charges. The Township 
Treasurer finally marked each entry "paid" when taxes were due late in the year. 
One Township Supervisor's diary suggests that by the 1860 ' s the property tax 
process had become one of the most important aspects of local government. 

Sam Bass Warner, Jr., long ago warned that historians should interpret local 
government records carefully. Tax assessment rolls have their limitations. They 
do provide alphabetical lists of taxpayers and reasonably accurate descriptions 
of property. But all evidence indicates that property values varied erratically 
and rarely indicated market value. Changes in Michigan tax laws show continuing 
concern over the accountablility of local assessors, who by 1828 were required to 
post a bond to insure good performance, They were also required to open their 
rolls to public scrutiny and to submit their assessments to local review boards 
when taxpayers complained. 

W.O. Hedrick, describing Michigan ' s property tax problems in Michigan History 
in 1938, found that all of Michigan's tax laws and court decisions urged assessors 
to indicate " full cash value ," but State Auditors and tax commissioners found little 
relationship between value for tax purposes and " true value." Hedrick noted 
that tax assessors were elected to short terzas by the very constituents they assessed. 
As long as state taxes were levied on the basis of the township rolls, local 
assessors were tempted to lessen that burden on their neighbors by undervaluations. 
Governor John Barry complained in 1842 of "great inequality" between counties and 
even between townships. In 1849, the State Auditor found that Michigan ' s property 
values had declined by a third in the previous decade, a situation stemming 
" undoubtedly from the fact that supervisors obtain the lowest possible valuations 
for their respective townships. " A Board of State Equalization , established in 
1853 , quadrupled the value of the state's taxable property from $30,000 , 000 in 
1852 to $120,000,000 in 1853. All across the state, township and village 
assessment rolls reflected the change with dramatic jumps in assessed values, 
though tax totals remained about the same. Few people complained. 

No single action solved the problem , however. As the years went by one county 
or another felt the displeasure of the State Board and made sudden adjustments 
to its rolls. Still, Michigan ' s State Agricultural Society estimated in 1869 that 
assessed value did "not exceed one-fourth of the real cash valuation " across the 
state. Another significant jump took place in 1879-1880, but when the first 
mandatory tax conunission began its work in 1899, valuation problems persisted. In 
nine months, the conunission added almost $350 , 000 , 000 to the roll without serious 
objection. W.O. Hedrick beieved the undervaluation stenuned from the imposition 
of state property taxes onto local rolls , a situation not remedied in Michigan 
until 1932. Any comparison of assessed values with sale prices would indicate 
the danger in using "assessed value" for most historical research. 



oespite state officials' consistent dissatisfaction with assessed valuations, 
tax rolls were still subject to community controls, Local tax assessors were 
required "to call upon euch taxable person" in their district and to discuss 
values with them or with other people likely to know something about the property. 
When the assessment roll was completed it was open to public inspection. Local 
newspapers often printed lists of taxpayers and the values assigned their lands, 
In addition, local boards of review looked over the lists and county commissioners 
acted to equalize valuations. Few criticisms of this system appear in contemporary 
accounts or county histories. Thus researchers interested in a variety of questions 
not related to cash values may turn to local tax rolls with some confidence. 

USING LOCAL TAX ROLLS 

Local officials kept a copy of their rolls and gave a second copy to the county. 
Occasionally both spring "assessment" rolls and later "tax" rolls survive so 
formats may vary. Most tax rolls were subdivided by township, though larger villages 
and cities might be listed separately. In the early years some rolls were arranged 
in sequence by section numbers or by village lot numbers. For most of the 
nineteenth century, however, assessors alphabetized their rolls by first letter 
of the taxpayer's last name. Often they listed all rural residents, then all 
village taxpayers, and finally all "non-residents." It is possible to follow a 
piece of property through several owners by checking the legal description column 
in each roll, but it is usually more efficient to have the names of early o\mers 
in hand at the start. Once the researcher finds a given taxpayer's entry, the 
"tax profile!' begins. In historic site work a ten- year tax profile may be sufficient 
provided the approximate age of the building is known; in most other research the 
boundaries of the project will determine the length of the profile. 

A historic site tax profile will demonstrate the use of tax rolls in general. 
Researchers should provide themselves with worksheets ruled to match the columns 
of the assessment roll. After the legal description, the value of property and the 
tax total columns offer the most important information. Each year's information 
should be entered consecutively on the worksheet. Completed tax profiles can 
show evidences of building dates which will be most dramatic when structures appear 
on previously vacant land. Then values and tax totals may jump as much as five 
or ten fold in a year or two. The increase will be less dramatic on larger rural 
properties and may proceed from a variety of improvements, a new field, a new 
barn, etc. 

Sometimes the assessor will note, "new house," "brick house under construction," 
"homestead," or "house and barn," but in most cases researchers must draw their 
conclusions from less direct evidence. 

Several cautions are in order. First, changes in value and total tax are helpful 
only when confined to the particular property in question. In years of uniform 
assessment leaps like 1853 or 1899, everyone's property values changed. Thus in 
may be necessary to compare the profile with a neighbor's land to guard against 
incorrect assumptions. 

Second~ builders often worked fifteen months or more on larger homes. Assessors 
may have thus increased valuations over two tax years. In addition, assessment 
jumps in the spring usually represent improvements made the previous year. 

Third, changes in value and total tax indicate only that impzovements hqve 
been made to a piece of property. A building moved to the site w~ll cause a 
tax jump, even if not as great as that for a new structure. Buildings mqy burn 
and be rebuilt some months or years later. 
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Fourth, undervaluation posed so serious a problem in the nineteenth century that 
the value column should never be used to estimate costs or cash'value of property. 
At best it can be used to compare properties only within a single assessor's 
unit, but the value column is really useful only when comparing changes in 
the same piece of property from year to year. 

Fifth, the tax total column helps establish meaningful improvements to prope:cty 
when values change, but means little by its.elf. Taxes varied widely from year to 
year and rose steeply during the Civil War, . while values did not. 

Nevertheless, when values on one piece of property change significantly and 
others did not, and when the tax bill also increased while others stayed the same, 
we may presume that the taxpayer made significant improvements to a particular 
piece of property. This information can sometimes be the most important piece 
in the puzzle of historic site documentation. · 

In spite of these general cautions, tax rolls remain a yearly assessment of 
individuals · and their property. Used in conjunction with architectual 

styles, deeds records, and local history, they can provide helpful hints on 
building dates. Geographers, historians, and sociologists are developing new 
research models with these cautions in mind. The results of their work at WMU 
have been most encouraging. As more research based on these sources comes to 
print,archiYists should look for greatly increased use of these materials. While 
not all archivists will have access to assessment rolls, archiv±sts should know 
the whereabouts of-these records for their area and be prepared to alert their 
users to this exciting source of community history. 

**************************************** ************************************ 

' 

DIRECTORY OF REPOS~TORIES OF HISTORICAL 
RECORDS (cont. from page 4) 

the geographical,chronological, subject 

documentary materials in the United States. 
The Conunission has ·decided to update and 
revise the first edition(l961) of its 
Guide ~o Archives and Manuscripts in the 
United States which was edited by Philip 
Hamer. The new guide is not intended to 
replace the National Union Catalog of 
Manuscript Collections. The major goal 
of the new guide is to provide information 
about repositories and their total 
documentary holdings. The first edition 
described the holdings of about 1300 
institutions, including some 750 which 
have still not reported any holdings to 
NUCMC; the new guide is likely to contain 
entries for 3000 to 5000 repositories. 

The institutions contacted by NHPRC 
range from the sma:llest historical societies 
to the largest manuscript libraries in the 
country. The directory will employ an 
automated system permitting periodic 
revision and update as well as computer 
generated printing: The system will 
permit the production of small directories 
fr,om individual states or other areas. 
In addition to summary information about 

and other characteristics of the records 
held by each repository, the directory will 
list the name, address, telephone, 
and hours and days of service of each 
institution. 

The guide project is coordinated 
by Dr. Nancy Sahli. For further 
information write: Guide Staff, 
NHPRC, National Archives, Washington, 
D.C. 20408. The telephone number is 
202-724-1630. 

*********************************** 

OPEN ENTRY is published twice a year 
by the Michigan Archival Association. 
Contributions of news notes, book reviews, 
articles, and features are welcomed. 
The deadline for the winter issue will 
be January 15, 1977. ,Editor, Mary Jo 
Pugh, Bentley Historical Library, 1150 
Beal Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 48109 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS AND 
UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES, WAYNE STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

Activities 
King Carl XVI of Sweden began his tour 

of Detroit by visiting the Archives on 
April 21, 1976 as part of his nationwide 
Bi-Centennial salute to the United 
States. Among the gifts King Gustav 
presented to the Archives are copies of 
letters and telegrams of Swedish 
Ambassador W.A.F. Eckengren, President 
Woodrow Wilson, Governor Spry of Utah, 
and Joe Hill (Hillstrom) , the Swedish 
born I.W.W. poet and labor martyr, 
regarding a stay of execution for Hill 
in the fall of 1915. 

Margery Long, Audio-Visual Curator, 
has had a busy surraner. The Bi-Centennial 
exhibit commemorating the career of 
General Anthony Wayne and his relation
ship to Michigan and Detroit opened on 
May 21. "Michigan and the World of 
Work" is the title of an exhibit 
scheduled to open during the week of 
Labor Day . . The exhibit, made possible 
by a grant from the Michigan Bi-Centennial 
Commission, will emphasize the history of 
work, with special emphasis on the 
workers in major Michigan industries 
from the territorial period to the 
present. 

Staff have been very active. Dione 
Miles is program chairperson for the 
fall meeting of the MAA. Philip P. 
Mason has been elected to the Editorial 
Board of Labor History. Dennis East 
will leave the Labor Archives in Sept
ember to accept the position as Chief 
of the Archives-Manuscript Division of 
the Ohio Historical Society. Patricia 
Bartkowski of the University Archives 
staff was elected to the Executive 
Council of the Midwest Archives Conference 
this spring in Chicago. Angelita Espino
McGhee has accepted the position of 
Librarian for the Labor Archives. She 
previously worked with the Detroit 
Public Library and the Tucson Public 
Library. She has developed a library 
of various materials for the Spanish 
speaking community in Detroit and 
though her efforts increased awareness 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR HISTORY, (cont.) 
and usage of the library. 

Accessions 
Rosa Parks, "The Mother of the Civil 

Rights Movement," whose refusal to 
give up her seat to a white man on a. 
Montgomery, Alabama bus resulted in the 
381 day Montgomery Bus Boycott, has 
placed her papers consisting of 
correspondence, clippings, photographs, 
and related items in the Labor Archives. 

The International Association of 
Machinists and Aerospace Workers, AFL
CIO, presented the Reuther Library 
with the sculpture for the commemor
ative stamp "Collective Bargaining" 
by George Segal. It was commissioned 
in 1975 by the Institute of Collective 
Bargaining. 

The records of UAW Local 3 for the 
period 1937-1955, and the International 
Printing Pressmen and Assistants' Union, 
Local 2, for the period 1942-1959, 
including early minutes, 1899-1908, of 
the Detroit Printing Trades Council 
have also been acquired. 

The University Archives has received 
the papers of Professor H. Warren 
Dunham (Sociology and Psychiatry) • The 
12 cubic feet of correspondence, minutes, 
research materials and reprints relate 
to departmental as well as community 
and professional activities from the 
1940's to 1975. 

Patricia Bartkowski 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES : HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

Activities 
A major effort of the staff, especially 

Suzann Pyzik Jude, Saralee Howard, and 
Frederick Honhart, was spent on pre
paring a new edition of the Guide to 
the Michigan State University Archives 
and Historical Collections. 

For the first time this year a two
term course on archives was offered at 
Michigan State University through the 
History Department. The first term 
was devoted to examining archival 
theory, while in the second term students 
performe~ various archival tasks under 
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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY (cont.) 
supervision. The course was taught 
by Frederick Honhart. 

The processing of the Hackley and 
Hume papers .has been completed 
including a 97 page guide to the papers. 
Other notable collections which have 
recently been processed include the 
Duplex Truck Company, the Dora S. 
Stockman papers, the Robert G. Howlett 
papers, the Meyer S. Ryder papers and 
the Charles C. Killingsworth papers. 

Accessions 
In cooperation with the School of Labor 

and Industrial Relations, the Archives 
1\3.s acquired the papers of two prominent 
labor arbitrators in the state. Robert 
G. Howlett of the Grand Rapids law firm 
of Schmidt, Heaney, Howlett and Van't 
Hof, has donated his labor arbitration 
records which cover the period 1959-
1975. Mr. Howlett will transfer other 
records, including personal and family 
papers, to the Archives at a later date. 
Meyer S. Ryder,University of Michigan 
Professor of Industrial Relations, has 
donated records of .his labor arbitration 
work. It is hoped that these papers, 
in conjunction with other holdings, 
notably the papers of Charles C. Killings
worth, will be the basis for a major 
collection of labor arbitration papers 
and records. 

Albert Riedel of Saginaw has donated 
to the Archives records of the Michigan 
Bean Company, of which he was president 
prior to its purchase by the Wickes 
Corporation, and his own papers as well. 
The Michigan Bean Company, under Riedel's 
direction, played a vital role in organ
izing bean growers throughout the state 
and nation in the 1930's and 1940 ' s. This 
activity is documented in the records. 

Two other notable collections are the 
records of the Mcintosh Blacksmith Shop, 
1883-1917, of Vernon, Michigan, and letters 
of the Alfred L. Williams Family of 

Owosso, Michigan. Both collections were 
donated by Margret Zdunic, a student in 
the Archives Administration/ Archives 
Operation courses offered this year at 
Michigan State University. 

Fred Honhart 
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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 
AND REGIONAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS 

Accessions 
Records of the Kalamazoo Chapter 

of the American Association of University 
Women covering the time period 1914-
1973 have been given to the Archive~. 

The Archives has also accessioned 
55 radio scripts dated 1942-1945. They 
include 41 " Lone Ranger " scripts and 
were prepared by script writer Leo 
Boulette of Three Rivers. 

Among the di.aries accessioned, there 
are three notable collections. The 
diaries of Silas Ireland of Berrien 
County consist of 28 volumes and cover 
the period 1857 to 1900. A journal 
of Fred Engle dated 1864-1865 describes 
a trip to the Idaho gold fields. An 
1898 journal describes a wagon trip 
from Cass County to Colorado. 

The Archives has accessionea· 
several collections of letters. The 
collection of Paul Rawls comprises 
22 letters dated 1843-1848. Six of 
these letters were written while 
Rawls was a student at the University 
of Michigan. The 33 letters of the 
Nutting Family of Van Buren County 
include letters ~rom the 23rd Michigan 
Infantry. The letters date from 1851 
to 1865. Another Civil War collection 
newly accessioned is that of Wallace 
Gifford of the 17th Michigan Infantry. 
The 74 letters cover the period 1862 
to 1865. More recent collections 
include the Peace Corps letters of 
Diane Streidl of Plainwell, Mich. She 
was stationed in Brazil from 1967 to 
1969. The collection of Kenneth Fischer 
consists of 115 letters dated 1969 
to 1971 and details his service as a 
military clerk in Vietnam. 

Peter Schmitt 



,'Y ~ICHIGAN TECHNOWGICJ\L 

Accessions 

UNIVERSITY 

The Archives has received the last of 
three shipments of personal records, 
scrapbooks, photographs and correspond
ence of Dr. Glover C. Dillman. Prior 
to his twenty years as President of the 
Michigan College of Mining and Technology 
(1935-1956), he was birector of State 
Highways. Personal correspondents 
include Arthur Vandenburg and several 
Michigan governors. The collection 
comprises approximately 12 lineal feet. 

A small but noteworthy collection 
of 48 glass negatives was received from 
Dr. Lawrence Rakestraw. The theme is 
Copper Country and many of them deal with 
Dr. A.C. Lane's geological expedition 
to Isle Royale in the 1890's. 

Robert D. Patterson 
STATE ARCHIVES, MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

Activities 
Since the last newsletter was published 

the inventory phase of the Pilot State
wide Records Survey has come to an end. 
The project was completed as planned in 
the Kalamazoo and Houghton areas, was on 
schedule in Wayne County, and nearly 
complete in the Mt. Pleasant area. On 
May 15, all inventory work ended and the 
employees involved terminated. Much 
work is now required to evaluate the 
data derived from the inventory, and to 
consult with local officials on the 
transfer of selected records. A grant 
of $4,250 from the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission was 
recently acquired to carry on the work 
of the survey through the transfer and 
processing stages. 

Funds also became available to allow 
us to microfilm state records which are 
either deteriorating due to age or are 
voluminous. This resulted in the filming 
of the School Inspectors' Reports, 1859-
1931, and the beginning of filming the 
Corporation Annual Reports from 1847 to 
1900. 

In addition, monies were obtained to 
begin the much needed conservation work 
in the Archive's photographic collections. 
This involves preparing prints were only 
negatives exist, establishing better 
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STATE ARCHIVES (cont.) 
f~ling conditions, and copying prints 
which are deteriorating due to age. 

The arduous task of preparing a 
complete guide to state records is 
nearly finished. David Johnson of the 
Archives staff and Valerie Gerard Browne 
of Wayne State University, along with the 
Division's Publications staff prepared 
the manuscript for publication. At 
this writing the volume is at the 
printers and copies of the guide 
should be available soon. 

Accessions 
Since the last report in March, the 

Archives' collection has increased by 
approximately 500 cubic feet, bringing 
its total holdings to over 13,000 feet. 
Examples of newly accessioned material 
include: RG 76-12, Grand Army of the 
Republic, Post 210 in Albion, 1883-1932; 
RG 76-19, Public Health Dept., water 
quality reports from various sites, 1913-
1963; RG 76-28, Treasury Dept., Task 
Force on Mobile Homes, 1970-1972 and 
the Land Use Commission, 1971; RG 76-
33,Cornrnerce Dept., labels of all 
alcoholic beverag.es served in Michigan, 
1956-1960; RG 76-62, Military Affairs 
Dept., Officer biography files, Michigan 
National Guard, 1947-1966; RG 76-73, 
Public Health Dept., records of the 
Bureau of Laboratories, 1917-1950; 
RG 76-77, Missaukee County'· tax rolls, 
1871-1955; and RG 76-78, Mental Health 
Dept., Traverse City State Hospital, 
1855-1955. 

In addition the Archives received 
donations of manuscripts from private 
donors. A sampling of these non-public 
records reveals papers from RG 76-26, 
Michigan Federation of Music Clubs, 
minutes, clippings, publications, 1938-74; 
RG 76-81, George Romney, Constitutional 
Convention notes, 1961-1962; and RG 
76-85, Bonnie Flynn Bronder, Malcolm 
X historical marker. 

David J. Olson 
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MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, BENTLEY 
HISTORICAL LIBRARY, THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN 

Activities 

The MHC announced this summer the 
publication of its new and comprehensive 
Guide to Manuscripts in the Bentley 
Historical Library. The Guide consists 
of 392 pages of text and index, and 
includes descriptions for 3369 manuscript 
and archival collections. The guide 
entries are arranged alphabetically. 
Each entry includes the names of the 
collection, inclusive dates, volume of 
material, types of material, subject 
areas covered and a listing of significant 
correspondents. It is extensively 
indexed. The Guide costs $10.00, hard
bound. It may be ordered from the 
Library. 

A substantial portion of the 
microfilming has been completed by the 
Temperance and Prohibition microfilming 
project funded by the NHPRC. The files 
of the WCTU have been transformed to 47 
reels of film. These papers include the 
papers of Frances Willard and the minutes 
of the national office of the WCTU. 
Substantial progress is being made on the 
filming of the Anti-Saloon League papers, 
and the papers of the Prohibition party. 
The film will be available for purchase 
when the project is completed. A guide 
to the microfilm edition will be 
published in the fall of 1977. 

The Immigration Sources Project is 
currently sending letters to historical 
agencies and libraries seeking to learn of 
the location of ethnic materials. The 
project has also compiled research on the 
ethnic composition of the state in 1910, 
1930, and 1945. The overseas segment of 
the project, which seeks to locate 
material in foreign repositories , is 
now underway. The Finnish field work is 
nearly complete; a·report is expected by 
December. Herb Brinks is currently in the 
Netherlands and his report is expected 
in June 1977. 

' 
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MICHIGAN HISTORJCA~ COLLECTIONS (cont. ) 
files and campaign miscellanea is 
expected to total more than 700 feet . 
The collections covers Hart's 18 year 
career in the Senate , 1959-1976. The 
papers are arriving in installments , 
It is closed pending processing, Most 
of the collection will be open after 
processing but designated portions 
will be closed until Jan. 1, 1987. 

The MHC has accessioned three 
volumes of minutes of the Ladies 
Arbeiter Aid Society of Ann Arbor, 
1917-1975. 

Dr. Icie Macy Hoobler has given 
35 feet of correspondence, reports, 
cormnittee materials and publications 
pertaining to the field of public 
health and education. Three oral 
history tapes have previously been 
given to the Library. 

The papers of the Mccreery Family 
of Fenton and Flint comprise six feet 
and are especially rich in information 
on the military aspects of the Civil 
War and on United States diplomatic 
relations with Latin America during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. 

BURTON HISTOPJCAL COLLECTION , DETROIT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Activities 
The Genealogy of French Familie~ 

the Detroit River Region, edited by 
Dr. Harold F. Powell, was made available 
on September 11, 1976. The Burton 
Historical Collection holds the original 
manuscript of this 'WOrk which is being 
published by the Detroit Society for 
Genealogical Research. Those who are 
interested in purchasing this book 
should write to the Society in care of 
the Burton Historical Collection. The 
two volume publication will sell for 
$35.00. 

Accessions 
The papers of M. Stewart Thompson 

have been processed and are now available. 
Mr. Thompson has been prominent in the 

Accessions . Detroit Black community and was a founder 
' The papers of retiring Senator Philip of the Cotillion Club and opened the 

A. Hart have begun to arrive at the Library. first black accolll}ting office in Detroit 
The collection of correspondence, legislativein 1937. The papers consist of corres

pondence, financial trasactions, minutes 

of organizations for the period 1899-1972. 
Joseph Oldenberg 



BOOK REVIEW 

Wisconsin Death Trip by Michael Lesy. (New York: Pantheon Books, 1973.) 
Unpaginated. Cloth, $15. Paper, $5.95. 

"Bad Times in Rural Wisconsin'' 

13 

"Miss Mary Jeffrey, a teacher in one of the schools of Centerville, was badly 
beaten by one of her pupils, a 14 year old girl ••• " "Mrs. Johanna Soll of Fond 
Du Lac, who had been an invalid for years, recently expelled a big frog from her 
stomach." So begin two entries from Michael Lesy's magical mystery tour, 
Wisconsin Death Trip. Magical, because it is filled with enchanting nineteenth 
century tidbits like those above. Mysterious, because it must be one of the 
most peculiar Ph.D. history theses ever accepted by a major American university. 
It also offers a clear example of the use of archival sources by a "popular 
culture" researcher. 

Michael Lesy proposes to pinpoint what he pictures as the consciousness of the 
people of rural Jackson County, Wisconsin, during the waning years of the 
nineteenth century. He presents what he theorizes to be a mental picture of 
the lives of the people themselves, especially the pathological aspects. He 
supports his theory in some most unusual and picturesque ways. 

Charles Van Schaick, a photographer in Jackson County at the turn of the century, 
produced some 30,000 photographs. Of these, an archivist preserved approximately 
3,000. Lesy chose about 200 of these to document his understanding visually. 
The photographs include images of animals, infants, bedrooms, young people, 
class portraits, streets, Indians, Blacks, old couples, stores, factories, 
lumber camps, farms, bands, shacks, and mansions. 

In addition to these photographs, Lesy also included excerpts from ten years 
of the Badger State Banner, edited by Frank and George Cooper, father and son, 
in Black River Falls, Wisconsin (presumbably, 1890-1900). These selections 
concern stories of death, disease, murder, incest, arson, insanity, unemployment, 
suicide, vandalism, tramps, drug abuse, sorcery, fire, crime, business failure, 
Indians, Blacks, homosexuality, and poverty. Some of the choice paragraphs tell 
of sensational multiple murders, long and drawn out scandels, brutal beatings, 
hardship, and bitterness. 

For further proof of his theory regarding the inner life of the people, Lesy 
also drew excerpts from the novels of Glenway Wescott and Hamlin Garland 
and used them between the newspaper clippings, along with selected passages from 
the records of the Mendota State Hospital. Lesy's most uncertain sources are 
passages from one "mythical," "well-cooked" (as opposed to "half-baked, one might 
suppose) local historian and one "mythical" town gossip, which are there to 
relieve the frigidity and to provide "bone-close insights." One must consider 
closely his mythical local historian and town gossip. Is the reader to surmise 
that fictitious and imaginary stories or notions based more on tradition or 
convenience than on fact have been placed within the text to support the author's 
thesis? Can such entries produce sound and accurate history? 

Lesy also uses photographs other than those of Van Schaick as "additions'' 
but does not distinguish them from Van Schaick's nor identify them according 
to time and place. Nor is there any explanation for the appearance of numerous 
montages, (are they Van Schaick's or Lesy's?), or the many tradesmanss::.aild 
advertising cuts. Lesy fails to indicate how these two forms support his study 



of hardships and bitterness in r~al Wisconsin qt the close ot the century , 

Writing for Commonweal in 1973, Sam B. Warner, Jr , comments on Lesy ' s booki 

•.• one cannot deduce from fragmentary behavioral evidence of old 
photographs and newspaper paragraphs a reliable diagnosis of the 
mental diseases of a population. Such an undertaking employing 
today ' s newspapers would be laughed at; more folly to attempt it 
for the past •••• The author contends that his decade and a half was 
peculiarly a period of suffering and mental disease, but no:attempt 
was made to compare his evidence with other places or times, 
Wisconsin Death Trip is historical voyeurism, not history. 

During the same year, Philip French judged Lesy ' s book to be: 

•.• a bold failure: inadequate as either art or history. The vision 
is too narrow , the conclusions too pat, the material too calculated 
to elicit the anticipated response and no other. Moreover the book ' s 
very production and organization are, one feels on close inspection, 
too artful , knowing and chic. 

14 

It is at this point that attention should be called to the possibility of 
exercises in "historical actuality" like this becoming popular enough to deluge 
one archives after another with researchers perplexing archivists while pawing 
through picture collections in search of perversities, or thoughtlessly tearing 
through tabloids after items of thrilling sensation, or diligently dredging up 
diaries, looking for . depraved entries, or recklessly reviewing asylum records 
housed in state archival repositories. Any nmnber of sources contained in an 
archives could easily supply material for productions like this. Perhaps 
archivists · may ·wish to take heed. 

The photographs are pleasant to look at and so are ·the ·.tradesman ' s cuts 
and montages. Lesy's style of writing is eloquent, filled with metaphors, 
almost like romantic poetry. Even the contents of the text can be interesting, 
if in a sometimes~gruesome sort of way. Lesy intends "to make you experience 
the pages as a flexible mirror, that if turned one way can reflect the odor of 
the air" surrounding him as he wrote the book. " ••. if .turned another, " he hopes 
it will "project your anticipations of next Monday; if turned again, can transmit 
the sound of ~reathing in the deep winter air of a room of eighty_ years ago" and 
if "turned backward on itself, can fuse all three images ...• " This triptych of 
sorts just never quite matured. If one merely collects all the extant testimony 
about a certain limited group of events and hopes .: that something will come of 
it, then the result can only be scissors and paste history. 

Western Michigan University Wayne E. Eirschele 

Sam Bass Warner, ~r. is quoted from his review in Commonweal, October, 19, 1973, 
page 65. Philip French is quoted from his review in New Statesman, November 2, 
1973, page 654. 
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