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ARCHIVAL SECURITY TO BE FEATURED AT 
SPRING MEETING 

Timothy Walch, director of the 
Archival Security Program of the So
ciety of American Archivis t s will be 
the keynote speaker at Spring meeting 
of the Mi chigan Archival Association. 
The meeting will b e held at Western 
Michigan University at Kalamazoo on 
Thursday, May 19. Dione Miles of the 
Walter Reuther Library at Wayne State 
University will also speak on the 
topic of archival security. 

Robert Warner , director of the 
Michigan Historical Collections and 
president of the Society of American 
Archivists is scheduled as the 
luncheon speaker. 

The annual business meeting will 
be chaired by Pat Bartkowski, presi
dent of the MAA. Election of two 
executive committee members is on the 
agenda. 

Tours of the Archives and Regional 
History Collections , Western Michigan 
University will conclude -the day. 

Wayne Mann is in charge of local 
arrangements a nd Peter Schmitt is 
head of the program committee. Fred 
Honhart and Marty McLaughlin have as 
sisted on the program committee. 

Registration information will be 
mailed to all members in April. 
Others may contact Frank Wilhelme , 
Historical Society of Michigan, 2117 
Washtenaw , Ann Arbor, MI. 48104, for 
furth er information. 

FALL MEETING SET FOR SEPTEMBER 15 

.The Michigan Archival Association 
will meet in conjunction with the 
Historical Society of Michigan on 
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Thursday, September 15 at Phelps Hall, 
Hope College , Holland . Frank 
Wilhelme is in charge of local ar
rangements. 

MICHIGAN IN PERSPECTIVE--LOCAL HISTORY 
CONFERENCE 

The 19th Annual Conference on Local 
History will be held on Friday and 
Saturday , April 15 a nd 16, 1977 at 
Wayne State University' s McGregor 
Memorial Conference Center . Among 
the topics to be cove.red are copyright 
revision , archives and historical 
societies , folklore and archives , ar
chaeology , genealogy , historic pre
servation , and Michigan folk art . 
Among the speakers will be Denise 
Carty- Bennia , Professor of Law , Wayne 
State University; John R. Halsey, 
State Archaeologist ; Clifford Neal 
Smith , genealogist from Illin~is; and 
Craig Morrison, Executive Director of 
Historic Detroit Foundation. For ad
ditional informati on about the confer
ence and copies of the printe~ pro
gram, contact Philip P. Mason, Director , 
Walter P. Reuther Library , Wayne State 
University , Detroit, Michiga n 48202 . 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS 
WINS TOP SAA AWARD. 

Each year the Society of American 
Archivists select s an archival in
stitution to receive its Distinguis h ed 
Service Award " for outstanding service 
to the American people and exemplary 
contribution to the archival profes 
sion. " In October , 1976 , the Walter 
P. Reuther Library of Labor and Urban 
Affairs was the recipient of this 



ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS 
WINS TOP SAA AWARD (Cont.) 

honor bes towed at the annual meeting 
of the SAA. 

Archivists in the state of Michigan 
are proud of the national recognition 
extended to this fine institution. 

WARNER INSTALLED AS PRESIDENT OF SAA 

Robert Warner , director of the 
Michigan Histori cal Collections, was 
installed as pr~sident of the Society 
of American Archi vists at the annual 
meeting in Washington, D.C. in October, 
1976. He will serve until the con
clusion of the 4lst annual meeting in 
Salt Lake City in October , 1977. 

DO YOU WISH TO SERVE? 

The Nominating Committee of the 
Michigan Archival Association i s now 
considering persons for nominations 
for two pos itions on the MAA Executive 
Committee. These positions are for 
three years , beginning May , 1977 . If 
anyone would like to be considered for 
nomination or would like to suggest 
another person ' s name, please write 
to: Joseph Oldenburg , Curator of 
Manuscripts , Burton Historical Col
lection, Detroit Public Library , 5201 
Woodward Avenue, Detroit , Michigan 
48202. 

Please send suggested names by 
April 1, 1977. 

The reti r .ing members of the board 
are Richard Hathaway and Joseph 
Oldenburg . Continuing members are 
Martin McLaughlin , Pat Hudson, and 
Mary Jo Pugh. According to the Con
stitution, no two members may b e from 
the same institution. 

A PROPOSAL FOR AMENDING THE CONS'l'ITU
TION OF THE MICHIGAN ARCHIVAL ASSOCI 
TION 

Bel ieving that it would be well to 
d raw upon the experience of the out-
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going president of the Michis an Archival 
Associati on, t he me mbership h as moved 
t hat Item 3 o f the Section of t he 
Constitu tion under Off i c e rs b e amend ed 
to read as fo llows: The Execut:i ve 
Board of the Associati on shall con-
sist of t h e presiden t , secretary
treasurer , five members e l ect ed by 
the Association for staggered terms 
of three years , a nd the imme d iat e 
past presiden t who shall. ser v e a s a n 
ex- officio member. The ai.r.,:;2,dme n t will 
be voted on at t h e Spring mee t i n g . 

DO YOU WAl.~T YOUR NAME SPELLED COR
RECTLY? 

The MAA will publish a membersh ip 
directory i n the s ummer issue of the 
newsletter to aid me mbers in reaching 
each other . Pat Hudson of the Monroe 
County Historical Commission will be 
in charge of compiling the member
ship directory . Ariy member who does 
not wish to be included can contact 
Pat in Monroe or at the sprin g meeting 
in Kalamazoo. Each entry will con
sist of name , professional title , 
institutional affiliation, and ad
dress. The directory will be based 
on the mailing list so if you have 
changes to make , talk to Pat Hudson, 
Monroe County Historical Commission , 
126 South Monroe Street , Monroe , MI. 
48161 ( 313-242-3374) . 

DO YOU HAVE BUSINESS FOR THE ASSOCIA
TION? 

Pat Bartkows k i is preparing the 
agenda for the annual business meeting, 
Thursday , May 19, and for the next 
meeting of the MAA Executive Commit
tee, April 15. Any member wishing 
to bring business before the Associa·
tion or the Executive Committee s hould 
contact her immediately. 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

The publication Records Appraisal , 
MA.A Occasional Publication #1 is in 
print again. The first printing was 

' 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! (Con t. ) 

e xhausted soon after publication. A 
second printing has been prepared. 

The publication contain s three 
talks delivered at the Spring , 1975 
meeting of the MAA: David Johnson 
o n "The Appraisal of Public Records"; 
"The Uses of History and Theory i n 
the Appraisa l of Bus iness Records" by 
Francis X. Blouin; a nd "Appraisal of 
Ma nuscripts " by Joseph F. Oldenburg . 

It may be ordered from Frank 
Wilhelme, Secretary, Histori cal Society 
of Mi chigan, 2117 Washtenaw Avenue , 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104. The cost 
of $2.00 includes postage and h and
ling. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BUSY 

The Executive Committee of the 
MAA met on October 1 2 at the Bentley 
Historical Library and on February 3 
at the Wa lte r Reuther Library. 

The committee dre w up plans for 
both the spring and fall meetings . 

The nominations committee was ap
pointed. Joe Olde nburg, outgoing 
member of the board was appointed 
chairperson with Philip Mason a nd 
Bill Miles as members. According t o 
the wis hes of the members , a call 
for nominations will b e publis h e d in 
the newsletter and the slate of nomi 
nations will be include d in the 
registration packet. 

The committee decided to publi
cize the a ssociation by publis hing a 
members hip brochure to distribute 
among potential members . Dic k 
Hathaway volunteered to draft a bro
c hure . 

. The Executive Committee discussed 
the budget but decid e d against draw
ing up a formal budget at this time. 
Howe ver, committees will be exp ected 
to s ubmit proposal s for major ex
penses. The committee felt that the 
group ' s resources s hould b e directe~ 
t oward the final product of the 
committee activities s u ch as publi
cations and that committees s hould 
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seek alternative mean s of handling 
d ay to day committee bus iness . 

Pat Bartkowski proposed the text 
of a constitutional amendment regard
ing the compos ition of the executive 
board. It was approved and is pub
lished on page 2 • 

The committee authorized the pub
lication of a membership directory. 
Pat Hudson i s in charge of compiling 
the directory . 

A second printing of the MAA pub
lication Records Appraisal was ap
proved , but publication of the papers 
at the fall meeting was r e jecte d. 

The committee discussed at length 
a workshop proposed by Pat Bartkows ki 
for l oca l his torical societies , c hurch 
archives , local libraries , and other s 
caring for archival materials. The 
purpose of the proposed work s hop i s 
to extend the educational function 
of the Michigan Archival Associatio n 
to non- me mbers who are not familiar 
with arch ival procedures and princ i 
ples and who h av e custodial res pon
sibility for car e and maintenance of 
manuscripts , photographs a nd other 
archiva l items. The committee gave 
tentative a pproval to the idea a nd 
asked Pat Bartkows ki and Pat Hudson 
to wor k out the detai l s . 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee on Ethnic Periodicals 

Dic k Hathaway reports that the 
committee has completed compiling 
information for its bibliography of 
ethnic periodicals and that a draft 
of the preliminary bibliography i s 
now being typed. The committee h as 
attempted to c ite e very periodcal 
e ver published by ethnic groups in 
Mich igan . The bibliography will 
l ist t h e first and last publisher of 
the p eriodica l, date founded and 
date ceased, frequency , l a nguage , 
affiliation, location of e xis ting 
files , .if known, and references to 
citation s i n exis ting reference tools . 
The bibliography will b e arranged by 



COMMITTEE REPORTS (Co nt,) 

ethnic group and thereunder by city ~ 

The preliminary bibliography will be 
distributed to MAA members who will 
be asked to supply locations for ex
isting files and additions. 

Standards Committee 

Mary Jo Pugh reports that the 
drafting subcommittee of the Standards 
Committee has completed a draft of a 
set 0£ standards and a proposal for 
imple~entation. The f ull committee 
will meet on March 9 to discuss the 
draft. 

Oral History Committee 

Pat Freedman reports that the com
mittee is compiling the information 
received in response to the question
naires which the committee distributed 
to public libraries , historical soci
eties:, archives, and other agencies 
in the state. The committee had a 
high rate of return on the question
naires. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY ~OARD Tb 
THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PUBLICATIONS 
AND RECORDS COMMISSION 

During its October 20 meeting in 
Lansing the Advisory Board considered 
four grant applications. The grant 
requests demonstrated some of the 
kinds of archival prob~ems faced in 
Michigan. Requests ranged from a 
community needing expert archival as
sistance in processing a nd cataloging , 
to microfilming local records, study
ing the problem of assessing case 
records and conservation . Word was 
received from the National Commission 
that the University of Michigan had 
received a grant to its Bentley Lib
rary to preserve t h rough re-recording 
the interviews h eld by George Cushing 
on Detroit Radio Station WJR from 
1942 to 1955 . This grant is for 
$2 , 895 . 
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The Advisory Board discussed goals 
a nd priorities and will attempt to 
adopt a statement o n this s ubject at 
its March meeting. The various sub
committees organized by the Board 
continue to operate and make regular 
reports . The State Coordinator, Dr. 
Martha M. Bigelow, h as me t with the 
staff of t h e Nationa l Com,11i ssion at 
various meetings of the t;ational As
sociation of State Archivi sts and 
Records Administrators. 

The Commission has repeatedly ex
pressed a desire to rE'Ce ive grant 
appl ication s fo r revi2w" A c opy of 
the Guide lines and necessary face 
sheet can be obtained by writing the 
State Archives , 3 405 Nor th Logan , 
Lans ing, Mic higan 48918. 

~ 

FORD PAPERS ARRIVE AT UM: PRESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY TO BE BUILT IN MICHIGAN 

Nine v a n s filled with 8,500 cubic 
feet of the presidential papers of 
Gerald R. Ford arrived at the Univer
sity of Michigan campus in J anuary 
1977. The papers will ultimately be 
housed in t h e Ford Presidential Lib
rary to be built n ext to the Bentley 
Histori cal Library on the University ' s 
North Campus. In the meantime, they 
are being stored i n ware h ouse space 
l eased from t he University by the 
General Services Administration. 

Ford gave his papers to the people 
of the United States and they will be 
administered by the National Archives 
and Records Serv ice. The gift in
c ludes all papers and materials created 
from the time he first ran for Congress 
in 1948 until the expiration of his 
term as President on January 20, 1977. 
Congressional papers previously de
posited with the University will be 
transferred to NARS. 

The library will be built by the 
University of Michigan with fu~ds 
raised from private sources . ~ 

museum will be built in Grand fapids 
to exhibit memorabilia from th~ Ford 
Presidency. ' 

~. 
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F')RD PAPERS ARRIVE AT UM: PRESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY TO BE BUILT IN MICHIGAN (Cont.) 

Ford is the first President to 
give his papers to the U.S. while still 
in office. Access standards adopted 
by the SAA will govern administration 
of the papers. Most of the material 
will be open as soon as it is processed. 
Ford will not restrict any materials 
longer than 13 years. Materials co
vered by law or executive order may be 
closed for longer periods. 

Archivists from the National Archi
ves have already arrived to begin work 
on the papers. William Stewart is 
archivist in charge. 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT IN MICHIGAN 

On January 13, 1977, the Governor 
signed into law a Freedom of Information 
Act for Michigan, Public Act 78:442. 
The act affirms that, "It is the public 
policy of this state that all persons 
are entitled to full and complete 
inforrnation , regarding the affairs of 
government and the official acts of those 
who represent them as public officials 
and public employees." The act provides 
for public access to public records of 
public bodies. 

The act gives a good definition of 
a public record and establishes procedures 
and mechanisms for handling public 
requests for information. , 

Certain c lasses of records such as 
investigatory files, personnel records, 
and the like are exempt from the law, 
and the act does not apply to the governor, 
lieutenant governor , the executive office 
of the governor or lieutenant governor, 
or their employees . The judiciary is not 
included. Legislators ane apparently 
exempt by omission. 

WRITE TO SUPPORT FUNDING FOR NHPRC 

Archivists are urged to write as 
soon as possible to their senators 
and representatives asking that the 
full four million dollars authorized 
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for the National Historical Publi
cations and Records Cornrnission be 
appropriated in the fiscal year 
1978 budget for the General Services 
Adminis tration. Congress can write 
in the needed funding during its 
spring budget h earings. 

The proposed budget requests only 
three million dollars for the NHPRC , 
of which only one million would go 
for the records grant program, the 
same level as fiscal year 1977 . This 
year the Commission has already re
ceived requests for nearly three 
million dollars for the one million 
dollars a vailable. 

During its first full y ear of 
operation , the NHPRC has made a wide 
variety of grants to state and local 
governments and to non- profit orga ni
zations for the preservation and use 
of historical records. 

When contacting members of Congress, 
mention real or potential benefits 
to specific institutions in the 
member's district or state or types 
of institutions whic h are likely to 
benefit. Also urge that the Congress 
avoid the method used last year which 
increased the NHPRC appropriation by 
transferring one million dollars 
from the budget of the National Ar
chives and Records Service. 

Bob Traxler and Elford Cederburg 
of Michigan are on the House Ap
propriations Committee. Please see 
page 4 of this news letter for the 
report of the Michigan Advisory Board 
to the NHPRC. 

ARCHIVAL STUDY TOUR SCHEDULED 

The International Archival Affairs 
Cornrnittee of the Society of American 
Archivists has announced its Fifth 
Archives Study Tour: Archives in 
Northwest Europe for August 1 - 22, 
1977. The program will feature 
visits to public and private archival 
agencies , manuscript repositories , and 
libraries in Dublin, Edinburgh , Oslo, 

(continued on page 14) 
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UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 

Dear Colleag).les : 
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WAYNE STATE UNIVE RSIT Y 
DE"l'R.O iT , MI C Hi a!AN 4'11!.C:?. 

January 17, 1977 

WALTER P. RE i jTH CR L IB R ARY 

! 313) 577-4024 

To those of you who were unable to attend the Fall MAA meet i ng, I offer 
my sympathy_. In addition to a visit to the Ford Archives, you missed t hree 
excellent s peakers (Elmer L. Roller, Frederick Honhart, Denise Carty-Bennia) 
discussing the timely issues of rights, access , and copyright law. Members 
seemed upset that the meeting had to end. I want to thank the speakers, Ford 
Archives, Frank Wilhelme for local arrangements and the program committee 
(Dione Miles, Suzanne Flandreau Steel, Margaret Ward ) for an invaluable 
meeting. Looking ahead , mark May 19 on your calendar for the Spring MAA 
meeting at Western Michigan University. 

Communication and cooperation make the world go around a little more 
smoothly. Communication is sharing our successes, failures, goal s , and pro
grams with our colleagues. Exchanging ideas can be helpful to all ins titutions 
from the smallest to the largest. Share your ideas with MAA. Do you have any 
suggestions, comments or criticisms regarding MAA activities and programs? 
Is MAA meeting your needs? Let's communicate with each other by attending the 
Spring meeting, sending a note to Board members, calling me or writing in OPEN 
ENTRY. Make the Michigan Archival Assoc iation a vehicle for your professional 
communications . 

\. 

Both the Society of American Archivists and the Midwest Archives Conference 
have expressed a desire for a closer relationship with MAA. They want to know 
our needs and areas of concern. Some MAA members belong to both organizations. 
Furthermore, Robert Warner is President of SAA and I am a member of the MAC 
Council. As your President, I would l ike to know your feelings on what the re
lationships between MAA and these organizations should be . In addition to 
communication , I believe that cooperation between individuals, organization~ and 
institutions on state, regional ang national levels can be advantageous to all 
concerned . I urge all of you to become active in the Society of American 
Archivists and t he Midwest Archives Conference. 

Before becoming too active in SAA and MAC, however, don ' t forget MAA. 
Send nominations for officers to Joe Oldenberg, articles for OPEN ENTRY to Mary 
Jo Pugh, suggestions for the Fall meeting to any Board member, and any comments 
to myself. 

Sincerely, 

/) } , , 

--('J-L5£Vd-U-~ 
Patricia Bartkowski, President 
Michigan Archival Association 

I 

·t· , ,::-• 
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NEW COPYRIGHT LEGISLATION 

After fifteen years of debate and discussion, the Congress p assed a n ew copy 
right l aw in October , 1976. The n ew law overhauls the 1909 copyright law which had 
become increasingly o utmoded by new technology and new institution al d e velopme nts . 
The new l aw, Public Law 94-553, revises Title 17 of the United States Code in its 
entirety , a nd takes effect January 1 , 1978. 

Perhaps the most important change for archivists is found in section 301 , a 
provision for the creation of a single national system of statuatory copy right for 
all works whe ther the y are published or not. No longer will unpublished ma nus c ripts 
be protected by common l aw. Instead, all original works of authorship , i n clµ ding 
books, periodicals, manuscripts , phonorecords , films, tapes, disk s , cards , ph otographs , 
drawings , mus ic , and so for th, are protected by copyrigh t from the momen t t hey are 
created. 

The change in the duration of copyright, described in Section 302 , will also 
interest archivists. For works created after January 1, 1978, copyright protection 
begins with the creation of the work and endures for a term of t he life of the author 
plus fifty years beyond the author ' s death. This provision brings U.S. law into con 
formity with international practice . For published work s now protected by copyright, 
the new law retains the first copyright term of 28 years. If renewed , these work s 
will be protected by a second term of 46 years , to receive the new maximum term of 
protection of 75 years. 

Archivists s hould note in particular Section 303 which discusses the protection 
of unpublished works created before January 1, 1978 , which h ave not gone into the 
public domain, and which were not copyrighted under the old law. This catagory in
cludes many of the materials in our care. In general , these work s will no~ be 
protected for the life of the author plus a term of 50 years after h is death. " In 
no case , h owe ve r , s hall the term of copyright in such a work e xpire before December 
31 , 2002; a nd if t h e work is published on or before Decembe r 31 , 200 2 , t h e term of 
copyright s hall not e xpire before December 31, 2027. " Under the common l aw protection 
previously extended to these materials , the right of first public ation was reserved 
for the a uthor or his heirs i n perpetuity. The new law now puts a defini t e term on 
the protection of unpubli s hed materials. 

The new act does not restore copyright protection for any work t h a t h as a lready 
gone into t he public domain. The new law, like the o l d law, distin gu ishes between 
owning the object and owning the copyright. Thus , a n archive ma y own a l etter o r 
diary but ma y still not necessaril y own the " bundle of rights " associated with the 
copyrig~t. 

Copyright law gives five fundamental rights to copyright holders--the exclusive 
rights of reproduction , adaptation, publication, performa nce , a nd dis play . They 
are e numerated in section 106 which sets forth in detail this "bundle of rights . " 
The rest of the sections in the law provide the various limitation s , and qualifica
tions of the rights of the copyright holder. 

The ac t de fines provis ions for fair use and copying whi ch offer guidelines for 
archivists in areas that have been muddy in the past. 
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Section 107 of the act gives statutory recognition to t h e c oncept of f air use. 
Traditionally , t he cou rts dev eloped the concept of fair use beca u s e t he 190 9 l aw 
made no provision for any k ind of copying. Under the new law, f a i r use a l l ows 
l i mited copying and use of works for scholarship and research and o ther non 
commercial use without the permission of the copyright holder where t h e use is not 
harmful to the rights of the creator and holder of copyright. The act lists t h e 
factors that the courts are to consider in determining whe the r a particul~r use 
constitutes fair use or abuse . 

' ' 

Section 108~specifies the condition s under which librarie s a nd archive s can make 
and dis tribu te cqpies of a work. In general one copy does not c on s t i t ·J.te i n fringement 
if certain general cond .itiohs are met; the reproduction or distribu t i o n is made 
without any purpose of commercial advan tage , the archives is open to t he p-....::')lic or to 
p ersons outside t he institution doing research i n a specialized f ield , and t he r e
production inclua es a copyright notice. Section 108 outl i nes the c i r c l '.Ins tances unde r 
which the library or arch ives may make a singl e copy of a n entire wo rk , or a s .in~·le 

copy of an articl e or s mall excerpt for a library u ser . 

In 1977, the year between the enactment of the bill and its effecti ve date , the 
law orders the Copyright Off ice to. prepare regula tions and guidelines to implement 
the law. The MAA and t he SAA will help to keep arch i vis t s informed about the new law , 
but archivists have the professional responsibility to inform ourselves about the law 
and its impact o n our institutions . 

Copies of t h e new law are 
Archivists may a l so request to 
anno uncements from the Office. 
Washington, D.C. 20559. 

available free of c harge from the Copyright Offi ce. 
have their names added to the mai ling li s t to receive 

Write to the Copyright Office , Library of Congress, 

Three volumes of House hearings on the copyright revision bill are available 
from the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts , Civil Liberties and the Adminis
tration of Justice . These h earings provide u seful b ackgrond information. 

A useful summary of the law is found in the American Library As sociation, 
Washington News l etter , Vol. 28 , No. 13, November 15, 1976 (Spe c ial I ssue of ALA 
Wash ington Newsletter o n New Copyright Law) . 

Mar y Jo Pugh 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION 
DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Accessions 

The Kathleen B. Stebbins papers have 
been processed and are now available to 
researchers in the Burton Historical 
Collection. Mrs. Stebbins was Exec
cutive Secretary of the Special Libraries 
Association and Personel I.Director of 
the Detroit Public Library. The papers 
include biographical material, corres
pondence, photographs, organizational 
activities, and the manuscript of her 
book, Personnel Administration in 
Libraries. The papers cover the years 
1927 ~o 1962. ' 

The Jack Faxon Papers are now avail- , 
abl e in the Burton Historical Collection. 
Mr. Faxon was elected to the Michigan 
House of Representatives from the 15th 
District in 1964, 1966, and 1968. He 
has served as a Senator from the 7th 
District s ince 1970. The papers cover 
the years 1965- 1973 and include biography, 
correspondence , activities and printed 
material. 

The Children ' s Home of Detroit Papers, 
now open to researchers, cover the years 
1836- 1969. This orphan and child care 
home was begun in 1836 " to care for 
children whose parents could not." 
The papers include the constitution 
and by- laws, correspondence, history , 
adoptions , admissions and surrenders, 
and health records . 

Joseph F. Oldenburg 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS 
WALTER P. REUTHER LIBRARY, WAYNE 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

Activities 

Two grants have been received by the 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs 
to conduct oral history projects, one 
f rom the United Automobile, Aerospace 
and Agricultural Implement Workers of 

America and one from the American Fed
eration of State , County and Municipal 
Employees. Selected individuals who 
have contributed to the growth of each 
of these unions are being interviewed 
to add further insight into the 
development of each union. 

The Walter P. Reuther Library 
hosted the November meeting of the 
Special Liqraries Association . The 
group toured the building, viewed the 
exhibit on "Michigan and t he World of 
Work" which will be on display until 
this spring, and heard a talk by Philip 
Mason on the Archives collecting program. 

Philip Mason and PatriCia ·Bartkowski 
delivered papers at the annual meeting 
of the Society of American Archivists 
in Washington D.C. in October . 

During the winter quarter Warner 
Pflug will teach a course for the 
University Center for Adult Education 
entitled "De troit ' s Labor History." 

Valerie Brown has completed work on 
a guide to s tate records in the State 
Archives of Michigan which was co
authored by David J. Johnson of the 
Stat e Archives .. The guide will be 
published later this year. 

Several part time staff member s 
have accepted positions elsewhere: 
Louisa Bowen as archivist for the 
national Y.W.C.A in New York City; 
Edward Oe tting as an archivist of the 
Orin G. Libby Manuscript Collection 
at the Univers ity of North Dakota; and 
James Hibler as librarian for Market 
Opinion Research Company i n Detroit . 

Accessions 

The University Archives has received 
to papers of Profess or Lewis B. Larkin, 
Education, from the 1930 ' s to the 1960' s . 
The 19 cubic feet include material on 
teacher education , Wayne ' s Project 100, 
Y.M.C.A., youth gangs , juvenile 
delinquency, and community organizations 
and committees in Detroit . 

The Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs has access ioned the papers of 
Franz Daniel, a longtime labor leader 

:-., 



ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, 
( cont.) 

and social activist from Springfield, 
Missouri, who died in August, 1976. 
Three linear feet of correspondence, 
date books, and clippings, ca. 1930-
1970, .relate to such subjects as 
organizing of black workers in the 
South, the Scottsboro Trial, the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, the Unitarian Church, and 
the Democratic Party. 

Also recently acquired were the 
papers of Mary Mcclendon .as president 
and founder of t he Detroit Household 
Workers Organization, Inc. Covering 
the period, 1969- 1975, the collection 
contains correspondence, speeches, 
leaflets , and clippings on the union
izing of household workers and the 
Dial~A-Maid service in the Detroit area. 

Several large and valuable collections 
have recently been processed and made 
available for research : (1 ) the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations ' 
Washington Office, covering the period 
of. Walter Reuther ' s presidency of the 
CIO , 1952- 1955, and including its 
International Affairs Department under 
Victor G. Reuther and its Legislative 
Department under Robert Oliver; 
(2) the United Automobile, Aerospace 
and Agricultural Implement Workers ' 
Washington Office under Donald 
Montgomery, covering the period, 1943-
1956; and (3) Brookwood Labor College, 
a coeducational institution for workers 
located in Katonah, New York, from 1921 
to 1937. 

Valerie Gerrard Browne 

CLARKE HISTORICAL LIBRARY, CENTRAL 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Accessions 

The Clarke Historical Library has 
recently acquired an outstanding 
collection of pa pers which provide a 
detailed picture of the many diver se 
operations of t he banker- land s pecu
lator characteristic of the early and 
mid- nineteent h century. The Bronson 
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Papers cons i s t in excess of 3, 400 
pieces rel at ing to t he fam:~ l y of 

<. 

Issac Br onson (1760- 1838) and perta in 
to the banking and r ea l es tat e 
business which he carr i ed 0 ::1 u i th his 
sons Ar thur ( 1801-1844) a.nd Fred erick 
(1802-1868 ) up through t he Civil I.War 
era. The Bronson interests were 
particularl y strong i n wes t er n New 
York, Michigan , and Oltio , and t h e 
complet e coll ection rep::2~LLts a 
primar y source f or the s t.uiy of the 
growth of t he American r e2l es t ate 
industry and i t s t ies wi t h the eastern 
financia l and politica l P.s t ab 1-ishme.ut. 

Ai.1other signi f ican t a ccessi on i s 
t he Wells Family Papers , a collection 
rich in the Civil 'War period and 
containing well over a · hundred l etters 
from that time as well as di aries 
and photographs. The papers a l so 
include fifteen diaries from t he 1870 ' s 
and 1880 ' s and a l arge collection of 
correspondence relating to the Wells 
family interest in the Saginaw firm, 
Wells & Stone Company, a company 
which grew and flourished with the 
lumber industry and became the leading 
suppl ier for Northern Michigan. 

Though unprocessed, the papers of 
Margot R. Carlin, a resident of Mount 
Pleasant , and a member of the Michigan 
American Revolution Connnission, have 
also been acquired . This collection 
relates primarily to her membership on 
the Commission and i ncludes corres
pondence, minutes of meetings grant 
proposals, and pa per s relating to 
various committees . 

An additional seventy- seven pieces 
were a l so added to the Tom C. and Fred 
R. Trelfa Coll ection (Open Entry, 
Summer 1974) relating to early shipping, 
lighthouses, and the fur trade on the 
Great Lakes. The recent additions 
consist of reports and correspondence 
dealing entirely with the Thunder Bay 
Lighthous e for the period 1831- 1848. 

Further accessions include the 
archives of the Michigan Child Study 
Association, a voluntary organization 
devoted to parent education and child 
nurture founded in 1920, which contain 
correspondence, minutes of meetings, 
convention reports and programs, and 



CLARKE HISTORICAL LIBRARY, CENTRAL 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY (cont. ) 
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financial records dating from 1920-
1976; the papers of the Isabella 
County , Michigan, Chapter of the 
American Red Cross , 19 17- 1965; ad
ditions to the papers of the Ruggles 
Land Company of Manis t ee , Michigan , 
relating to the company' s involvement 
in l a nd speculation in California; 
and a journal maintained during an 
1 847 trip to the mineral lands of 
the Upper Peninsula by J ohn Locke of 
Locke ' s Mill, Maine . 

Publications 

The Cl ark e Historical Library is 
pleased to announce that the first 
two numbers in its recently initiated 
series of Resource Guides are cur
rently a v ailable . Resource Guide 1 
deals with Wome n' s History: A Guide 
to Unpubli s hed Resources in the Clarke 
Historical Library, while the second 
is an update listing of Manuscripts 
on Microfilm available for use in · 
the library. Copies of these guides 
as we ll as the recently issued Annual 
Report, 1975-1976 are a vailable upon 
request. 

The Clarke Historical Library has 
also seen through the press A Voice 
Speaks: Addresses and Prologues , by 
Charles L. Anspach, President Emeritus 
of Central Michigan Uni versity , 
while the Lucile Clarke Memorial 
Children ' s Library has publis h ed two 
volumes in its Juvenile Monograph 
Series : Louis a ' s Wonder Book: An 
Unknown Alcott Juvenile which inclu
des a complete bibliography of the 
works of Louisa May Alcott by 
Ma de l ein e Stern, and W. W. Denslow, 
a biography of the noted illustrator 
by Dougl as G. Greene and Michael 
Patrick Hearn. Furthe r information 
on these publications is also avial
able upon request. 

William Miles 

STATE ARCHIVES, MICHIGAN HISTORY 
DIVISION 

Access ions 

The Archives access ioned several 
collections of general interest dur
ing the final q uarter of 1976. 
Among them are the records of the 
Grand River Waters hed Council (1958-
1977). The collection contains the 
complete record of the organization 
from date of creation to its final 
meeting. Lack of financial support 
forced t he Council to cease all 
activities and dissolve. In con
junction with the Huron River Water
s hed Council collection and the 
Department of Natural Resources col
lections, this collec t i on provides 
a strong nuc leus for any researcher 
interested in the area of water re
source manageme nt and planning. 

Inmate records of the Departme nt 
of Correction s - Marquette Branc h 
Prison (1894- 1 925 ), present a useful 
set of records for students of p e no
logy a nd soci o logy . The volumes in
c lude photographs of inmates as we ll 
as an information sheet for each 
prisoner. 

Additional accession s include the 
Midland County Rural Property Inve n 
tory (WPA) , land and finan cial re
cords o f the Attorney General -
Appellate Division (1939-1963) and 
Adminis trative Service Division (1939-
1963). 

Please note that the Archives ac-
cessioned the records . 
processed and will not 
for use by researchers 
are fully processed. 

Research Notes 

They are not 
be available 
until they 

Researcher interests during the 
past quarter s panned a v ariety of 
topics ranging from the role and 
activi ties of the Michigan Conserva
tion Commi ssion to pictorial studies 
of sailing vessels o n the Great Lakes. 
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STATE ARCHIVES, MICHIGAN HISTORY 
DIVISION (cont . ) 

Other areas rese arched include the 
influence of industry on life in 
Muskegon, Gove~nor Groesbeck's ad
ministration, Pailroad development 
in Northern Michigan, the Paris Fish 
Harchery, the Grand Trunk and Western 
in Eaton Count~', Fayette, Michigan 
and Great Lake~ harbors and rivers. 

Martin McLaughlin 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

Activities 

Frederick L. Honhart, assistant 
director, spoke on the "Handling of 
Archives" at the 3rd Annual American 
Records Management Association Con
ference sponsored by the Western 
Michigan A.R.M.A. Chapter and Ferris 
State University. 

The Overlease Photograph Collec
tion is now available for use. Over 
700 copy negatives relating to the 
greater Benzie County area have been 
printed and are now available for 
research. Of particular note is 
the fact that most of the photographs 
are annotated. A duplicate set of 
photographs was donated to the Benzie 
County Public Library. 

The Michigan State University 
Archives and Historical Collections 
has entered into negotiations with 
Congressman M. Robert Carr concerning 
the eventual disposition of his papers . 

Acquisitions 

The papers (1974- 1976) of former 
Congressman Richard F. Vander Veen, 
Michigan, 5th District, have been 
received by the Archives. The re
cords, which fill 26 boxes, are open 
and available for use. 

The Archives and Historical Col
lections also received the Robert R. 
Smith Papers, which consist mainly of 

correspondence relating to Smith's 
livestock breeding operation (pri
marily sheep) near Brighton, Michigan 
in the last quarter o f the 19th 
Century. 

Milton E. Muelder , Michigan State 
University Vice President for Re
search and Development (retired) has 
donated his papers (19 38-1958) re
lating to his service in Germany 
during and after World w,rc II. He 
helped establish and administer the 
Military Government Occupation of 
Germany and this is reflected in the 
papers, which include correspondence, 
reports, publications, and handbooks, 
etc. 

Other faculty papers donated to 
the Archives include those of the 
late Fendley Collins, Michigan State 
Univers ity wrestling coach; the re
search notes of Robert E. Brown, 
Professor Emeritus of History and 
noted colonial historian; and the 
papers of Louis A. Wolfanger, late 
Professor of Soil Science . 

The reminiscences of Joe Canavan, 
a fireman witP the Pere Marquette 
Railroad, describe some of his ex
periences while he worked on the 
rai}road during the 1920s. 

Mrs . Gladys Olds Anderson has 
purchased microfilm copies of 
Ransom E. Olds' patents from the 
U.S. Patent Office and they have 
been added to the Ransom E. Olds 
Papers. 

Fred Honhart 

MICHIGAN UNIT, STATE LIBRARY 

Family History Project Deemed Suc
cessful 

Back in December, 1975 the Michi
gan Genealogical Council and the 
Michigan Unit of State Library Ser
vices, Michigan Department of Educa
tion embarked on a Cooperative Bi
centennial project. Entitled the 
Centennial Family Certificate project, 
its purpose was to stimulate interest 



MICHIGAN UN I'!' , STA'rE LIBRARY (cont . ) 

in f amily history and at the same 
time to acquire copies of f amily 
records to be added to the Michigan 
Unit's collection of f amily history 
material. Envisioned by the planners 
was the poss ibility of r e ceiving 
perhaps 500 responses. When the pro
ject closed one year l ater (12/31/ 76 ) 
6,300 applications had been processed 
and appr ox ima t e l y 2 , 000 mor e are yet 
to be pr ocessed. 

The quest i onnaires and copies of 
substantiating records which the 
applicants s ubmitted f ill 16 f ile 
drawers . Before being accepted 
ever y i tem was carefully examined. 
Many applications had to be r eturned 
for addi tional i nf ormation and then 
reexamined before the applicant could 
be issued his /her certi f icate . 

Joanne Harvey and JoAnne Jager, 
both of whom a re l ibr a r ians and re
sidents of La nsing , assisted Mary 
Jane Tr out, member of the Michigan 
Unit staff and s upervisor of the 
project, in veri f ying the applica
tions prior t o issuing the certifi
cates. 

Stephanie Westerfie l d and Dawn 
Mor gan , both of Lansing, and Carol 
Lachance of the Michigan Unit with 
as s is tance from State Library's 
cler i ca l pool have done the typing 
requi red for the quant ity o f corres
pondence, certifi cates and indexing . 

The indexing itself has become a 
major part of the pro j e'ct adding im
me as urab l y to t he potential us eful
ness o f t he materials. Each appli 
ca tion has an assigned numbe r and 
each i s indexed by 1) t he or iginal 
ancestor; 2) the applicant and 3) 
the county; e ach index contains data 
to facil itate cros s - r efer encing with 
the others . The applications them
selves with s upporting data are filed 
by name of the ancestor. 

Even be fore a ll the materials have 
been veri f i ed, indexed and filed the 
pers ons who have been mos t involved 
in tl)e pro j ect are convin~ed that it 
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has beefi a tremendous success in r e 
spect to both of its aims. 1) Copies 
of quantities of primary sour ce ma
te r ial on Michigan are now depos ited 
at the State Li brary where they are , 
accessible to researchers and indexed 
so that they can be located when ne-· 
eded . And 2) interes.t in fami ly his 
tory has been stimulated. 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTI ONS, 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNIVER
SITY OF MICH IGAN 

Acces sions 

Correspondence with literary fi 
gures s uch as Aldous Huxley and 
Dor othy Parker is among the personal 
pape rs of Arnold Gingrich which have 
been p r e sented to the Michi gan His 
torical Co l lections by Esquir e, Inc. 
Also included in t he coll ection are 
30 Ernest Hemingway ma nus c r ipts which 
have not yet been authenicated , but 
whi ch are thought to be original. 

A native of Grand Rapi ds and a 
Phi Beta Kappa alumnus of t he Uni 
versity o f Michigan , Gi ngrich was 
f ounding editor of Esquire Magazine 
in 193 3 a nd served as its editor 
a lmost continually until his death 
in 1976 . •rhe papers comprise ap 
proximately 30 feet of material. 

The Mich igan Historical Collections 
has r ece nt ly received the papers of 
Kenne th Curtis Welch , architect and 
planner of Grand Rapids . We l ch 's 
mos t notable contribution to archi 
tec t ure was in the field of shopping 
center design and development. He 
also contributed heavily to the field of 
urban planning . He was particular ly 
active in Gr and Rapids planning . 
The 12 f ee t o f materi al incl ude cor
responde nce, bu i lding pro j ect files, 
published and unpub lished wr itings, 
an d recor ds of numerous planning 
committees. Als o i ncluded are his 
general informat i on fi l es on light
ing, urba n planning, department 
stores, s hopping centers, traf f ic 
and parking. Extensive photogr aphic 



MI CHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS , 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY 
OF MI CHIGAN (Cont.) 

files s upplement the papers. The col
l ection is proc~~sed and open for use. 

Representati·v.e James G. O'Hara has 
transferred his Congressional files 
to the Michigan Historical Collections. 
The 243 feet of material consist of 
29 feet of the ~lphabe tical fi l e , 143 
feet of departmental files , committee 
files , public re~ations files , speeches , 
a nd bills, 9 feet of case files, a nd 
38 feet of political files. The col
lection is closed for the time be i ng. 

Thomas Yoder of Ann Arbor has de
pbsi ted with the l ibrary three feet 
of correspondence , memos and tapes 
relating to his activities in the 
Word of God community , a charismatic 
community in Ann Arbor. 

Paul McCracken, Professor of Busi
ness Administration and member of 
t h e Council of Economic Advisors 
under Presidents Eisenhower a nd Nixon, 
has begun a collection of h is papers 
at t h e Michigan Historical Collection s . 
The 18 feet of correspondence and 
me mos cover the period 1943 to 1976. 

ARCHIVAL STUDY TOUR SCHEDULED (Cont.) 

Amsterdam, Brussels, and London. In 
each city there will also be histori
cal orientation tours and opportuni
ties for i ndividu al visits to museums 
and related cultural institutions. 
The study tour is available to members 
of the Soci ety of Ame r ican Archivists, 
t heir fami l ies , and other persons 
interested in archives , manuscripts , 
libraries and records management 
activities. For further information 
contact: Archives Study Tour, Society 
of American Archivists, P.O . Box 8198, 
Chicago , IL 60680. 
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JOBS ****JOBS*** *JOBS*** *JOBS****JOBS 

ARCHIVIST III - Walter P . Reuther 
Library of Labor and Urban Affairs. 
Duties i n c lude field work; c o ntact 
with donors; writing and preparation 
of newsletters and brochures ; co
ordinating s pecial events , conferences 
and institutes; coordinating of grant 
propos als ; and other re l a t ed archival 
responsibilities . Five years archiva l 
or related experience . Knowledge of 
American labor hi s tory des irable. 
Ph.D. (or ABD) in Ameri can History 
preferred. 

Forinformation contact Philip P. 
Mason , Dire ctor, Wa lte r P . Reuther 
Library of Labor and Urban Affairs , 
Wayne State University, 5401 Cass 
Avenue , Detroit , Michigan 48202. 
Phone: (313 ) 577-4003 . Equal oppor
tunity, affirmative action e mployer . 

NEW GUIDES PUBLISHED 

.Dearborn Historical Commission , 
Dearborn Guide to Manuscripts and 
Related Materia l s . Dearborn: 1976. 
112 pp. Spiral bound. Free, avail
able from t h e Dearborn Historical 
Museum, Dearb orn, MI. 48124. 

This guide describes personal papers, 
tapes , cemetary records, church re
cords , organization records, city , 
township a nd village records , census 
records, and school records held by 
the Dearborn Historical Commission. 
There are 685 e n tries which give the 
name of the col lection or record 
group , the number of items included , 
inclus ive d a tes , and a one or two 
line description. It is arranged by 
type of material and indexed. The 
guide also gives a list of subject 
headings used i n the newspaper and 
photograph files. 

A Guide to the Michigan State Uni
versity Archives and Historical Col
lections. Edited by Frederick L. 
Honhart, Suzann M. Pyzik, and Saralee 
Howard. East Lansing: 1976 . 195 pp. 
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NEW GUIDES PUBLI SHED (Cont. ) 

Softbound . $2.50, available from the 
Archives and Historical Coll ections , 
Michigan State University , East 
Lansing 48224. 

This rev ision of MSU ' s 1969 Guide 
is arranged i n sections by type of 
material: Historical Collections, Land 
Grant Research Coll ections, Univer
sity Archives , pictorial materials, 
and oral history . Within each sec
tion e ntries a r e listed alphabetically 
and nUrnbere d consecutively. Each 
e ntry gives the title of the collec
tion or record group, its time span , 
donor size i n cubic feet , types of 
materials and a description of sub
jects and correspondence included. 
An extensiv e i nde x l ists names of 
person s , s ubjects and places . The 
guide also includes an index of donors . 
The guide includes material cataloged . 
to April 30 , 1976. 

Guide to Manuscripts in the Bentley 
Historical Library by Thomas Powers 
and William H. McNitt. 392 pp. Hard
bound. $10 .00, a vail able from the 
Library , 1150 Beal Avenue , Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 48109. 

The guide , a rev ision of the 1963 
guide describ es 3,369 ma nuscript col
lection s and archival r ecord groups. 
The guide e ntries are arranged a lpha
betically. Each e ntry includes the 
name of the collect ion or r ecord 
group , t he volume of material , in
c lusive dates , s ignifi~ant subject 
areas c overed, a nd a listing of sig
nifican t correspondents . It is e x 
tensively inde x e d for names of persons, 
s ubjec ts , a nd places . 

SAA ARCHIVAL SECURITY CONSULTANT 
SERVICE BEGINS OPERATION 

The Society of Ame rican Archivists 
has begun an archival security con-

• sultant service as part of its compre
hensive archival security program. The 
program is s upported by a grant from 
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the Nati onal Endowment for t h e Humanities. 

The con s ultant service has been 
designed to assist r epositories in the 
planning and i mpleme n tation of their own 
security programs . Con s ultants h ave 
been selected for t heir knowle dge of 
archiv al admin istration a s we ll as 
security prodedures a nd will p rovide 
concrete assis tance i n d esigning reading 
rooms , establishin g s taff securi ty 
procedures , and in convincing the 
public of the seriousness of the problem . 

The consultant s ervice is run on a 
cost-sharing basis . 

Interested repositories should write 
to the SAA Archiv a l Security Program, 
Box 8198 , Unive rsity of Illinois , 
Chicago Circle , Chicago , Illinois , 60680. 

DUES DUE I N MAY 

The membership y ear for the Michigan 
Archival Association runs from May to 
May . Annual dues of $5. 00 are payable 
at the Spring meeting. A ma il notice 
will be sent in June to those members 
who cannot attend the Spring meeting. 

Members receiv e t h e biennial n ews 
letter and all MAA public ations . Members 
a:ce also admitted to mee t i ngs without 
paying the regis t ration fee. 

' ' 

Non - members who wish to j oin the 
Association ma y s e nd their annual dues 
to Frank Wilheme , Secretary , Historical 
Society of Mich igan , 2117 Washten aw Ave. 
Ann Arbor , Michigan, 48104. 

********************************* ***** 

OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the 
Michigan Archival Ass ociation. It i s 
published t wice a year , i n the winter 
and in the summer to alternate with the 
meetings in t h e fall a nd spring. 
Contributions of ne ws notes , book reviews, 
articles and features are we l come . 
Send al l contributions to the editor 
Mary Jo Pugh , Mi chiga n Historic~l 
Collections , Bentley Historical Library, 
1150 Beal Avenue , Ann Arbor , Michigan, 
48109 . 

The deadline f or the s ummer iss u e 
will be July 1 , 1977. 


