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FALL !'llEE'fING IN GRAND RAPIDS 
OCTOBER 17, 1978 

The fall meeting of the MAA will 
feature a look backward to the e s
tablishment of archival and manu
script agencies in t he state . Joe 
Olde nbe rg, chairperson of the pro
gram committee, notes that our pro
fession h as its roots in the acti
vities of nineteenth a nd ea rly 
twentieth century collectors and 
institution s. The program will high
light the activities of the Michigan 
Historica l Society and Lewis Cass, 
Clarence M. Burton and the Burton 
Historical Collection , Wi l l iam L. 
Clements and the Cleme nts Libr a ry, 
and the Michigan Historical Commis
sion, predecessor of the Sta te Ar 
chives. Other members of the p ro 
gram committee are Millie Hil t on, 
Jane Ratner , and Larry Hall. 

The Grand Rapids Public Library 
will host the meeting and Celine 
Idema is in charge of local arra nge
ments. 

Put October 17 on your cale ndar 
now! Registration informati o n will 
be sent to all members in Se ptember. 
Anyone with questions may call Joe 
Oldc:nberg or Fred Honhart. 
********************** * *** * **** * ***** 
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A SSOC IA T I ON NEWSLETTER 

SUMMER, 1978 

ETHNIC CHECKLIST PUBLISHED BY MAA 

Ethnic Newspapers and Periodicals 
_in M~higan: A Checklist is the pro
duct of a group effort to list all 
past and present ethnic newspapers 
and periodicals at one time or a nother 
published in Michigan regardless 
whether copies are known to exis t pre
sently. In 107 pages, the book lis t s 
655 titles representing 37 ethnic 
groups. In addition , the book notes: 
publisher fir s t - publisher last, foun
ding date- date ceased, frequency of 
publication, language, type or affili
ation and the source of thi s kind of 
information. Location is noted for 
known copies; at leas t one issue for 
thirty- eight percent of the total 
listing. 

The Ethnic Newspaper Committee re
sponsible for compiling this data in
cluded David Halkola, Professor of 
History, Michigan Technological Uni
versity; Marion Marzolf, Profes s or of 
Journalism , University of Michigan; 
William Miles, Bibliographer, Clarke 
Historical Library, Central Michigan 
University; Joseph Oldenberg, Manusc
ript Curator, Burton Historical Col 
lection, Detroit Public Library; and 
especially Richard Hathaway, Head, 
Michigan Unit, State Library Services , 
Michigan Department of Education who 
served as chairman and editor. The 
Checklist is available for $4.00 plus 
$0.50 handling and postage from Fred 
Honhart, Archives and Historical Col 
lections, Michigan State University, 
East Lansing, Michigan 48824. 



"RECORDS ON REELS" THEME AT SPRING 
MEETING 

On May 17, Michigan Archival As
sociation members were welcomed to 
Michigan State University by Dr. 
Herman King, Director of Academic 
Services, when they assembled at the 
MSU Student Union Building for the 
MAA spring meeting. They settled 
down to an excellent session en
titled "Records on Reels." Theses
sion succeeded in informing the mem
bers of current and potential uses of 
film, tapes, and machine readable 
records in archives, plus the prob
lems encountered by their use. 

Martin McLaughlin, Local Records 
Specialist at the State Archives of 
Michigan in Lansing, read the first 
of three papers. He guided us through 
the types of film available and 
stresse~ that only the silver gela
tin type film on either a cellulose 
ester or polyester base are presen
tly approved for archival use. Vari
ous types of cameras a nd readers were 
discussed with a critical look at 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
each. The production of archival 
film was the second focal point of 
Mart's presentation. Combined fac
tors such as proper processing and 
targeting, detailed operator instruc
tions, camera operator expertise, and 
correct processing and storage con
tribute to s uch production. He con
cluded by reviewing pertinent sources 
of education, information and stand
ards for archivists to utilize when 
dealing with micrographics. 

Margery Long, Audiovisual Curator 
at the Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs, Detroit, discussed the 
collecting , preserving, and retriev
ing of motion picture films and 
audio- tapes. With the increased popu
larity o f docUJ.~entaries and feature 
films , 1rchivists must be prepared 
to ser· e those seeking to produce 
such f~lms , s h e warned. While ex
pandi g our collections she cautioned 
that 1e must be selective; that the 
film· entering our collections must 
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fit within the realm of our general 
collecting theme. Special pr6blems of 
copyright restrictions and nitrate f.i.lm 
must also be considered when eollecti~.g. 
She proceeded to suggest the most ef:fec
ti ve cataloging methods. Proper stor
age and repair of film plus equipment 
needed in a film archives were review
ed. Marg then cormnented on the pro
cedures used in cataloging, s .toring, 
and repairing audio-tapes. She advised 
against using cassettes and suggested 
they be copied and stored on ·xeels. 

David Johnson, State Records Speci
alist at the State· Archives of Michigan 
in Lansing, focused his rema~ks on ar
qhival preservation of machine readable 
records which are u sed by government, 
private businesses, colleges , univer
sities, and other organizations. He 
cautioned that with increased usage ·of 
quantitative analysis by researchers, 
machine readable records--which provide 
this sought- after raw data--must be 
managed, preserved, and made available 
by archivists. He stated that most 
state governments use computers cexten
sively to compile data for administra
tive purposes but not for lo~g-term 
usage. When their use by ~overnment 
departments ends, these records are 
sometimes destroyed. Dave emphasized 
the importance of creating an effective 
system of reviewing these machine read
able records to halt the destruction of 
records that can provide vital informa
tion for researchers. Without this con
trol, we will lose not merely the data 
but also the advantages of its machine 
readability, he warned. Other aspects 
of a machine readable archives program 
were discussed including appr.aisal, pre
servation , documentation, and reference. 

After recessing for lunch in the Gold 
Room of the Student Union Building, 
President Pat Bartkowski readjourned :the 
session for a full schedule of afternoon 
business. Francis X. Scannell, State 
Librarian, spoke briefly on P.A. 89 of 
1977 (State Aid to Public Libraries), 
fielding questions and comments after
wards. Mary Jo Pugh presided over a 
discussion of archival standards -as 
drafted by the Standards Cormnittee. 



"RECORDS ON REELS " (cont) 

After much questioning a nd unput by 
the members, a concensus was r eached 
which seemed to indicate a desire 
for revision of t h e standards re 
port a nd a separation of the propo
s ed standards from accreditation. 
The exten sive amount of work per
formed by the committee was heartily 
acknowledged. 

After reports on our treasury, our 
Guide to Ethnic News papers, an MAA 
lending library, workshop, member
s hip directory, and the fall meet
ing we moved on to the e lect ion of 
n ew offi cers. Martin McLaughlin was 
elected President. Francis X. Blouin, 
Jr., Associate Archivist at the 
Michigan Historical Collections and 
R. Lawrence Martin , Coordinator of 
Archives , Ferris State Col l ege Ar
chives , were e lec ted to the Execu
tive Boards seats vacated by Martin 
McLaughlin and Mary J o Pugh . Before 
handing the gavel over to Martin, 
Pat reviewed the p rogress made in 
the past two years and thanked the 
members for their s upport and active 
participation in the various MAA 
activities . Following the meeting 
a tour was give n of the Michigan 
State University Archives and His
torical Collections. 

Pat Hudson 

THE SECRETARY SEZ : 

Executive Board Meet ing, February 8, 
1 978 

One subject of particular con
cern to the Board was the n ominating 
procedures for posit i ons on the 'Ex
ecutive Board. The major thrust of 
the discussion centered around s ee
ing if a more democratic method of 
sel ecting me mbers to serve on the 
Board could be achieved. Pat 
Bartkowski urged that regardless of 
what format was u sed to select can
didates the Nominating Committee 
consider the individual's institu-
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tional affiliation , geography, archi
val training and familiarity with ar
chival principles and procedures in 
their deliberations. Sh e also re
commended that the procedures be re
vised so that the slate is sent to the 
President prior to ma iling it t o the 
membership. 

The ethnic newspaper pro gect was 
discussed and it was d ecided to print 
200 copies. Because of increased prin
ting costs it was decided to c harge 
$4.00 plus $0.50 to $0.75 for s h ipping 
and handling c harges. 

While there was unanimous support 
for the MAA s ponsored work s hop , no 
institution was willing to sponsor it 
this y ear. Therefore , there will not 
be a MAA Worksh op this s pring as had 
b een origina lly planned. 

Mater i als from v a riou s archival re-· 
positories in the stat e are being sent 
to the MAA President's off i ce for crea
tio n of a l e nding library available for 
u se of the ma t er i a l s. 

Other topics discussed included the 
MAA Archives, need for a n ew MAA Di
r ectory , Membership Committee and 
Spring and Fall meetings . 

Fred Honhart 

NEW NHPRC GRANTS 

During its meeting of June 15-16, 
the National Historical Publications 
a nd Record s Commission recommended 
grants totaling $2,392 , 083. The Com
mission recommended $1,259,311 in gr
ants for cont i nuing publication pro
jects, $89,642 for five new pro]ects, 
and $20 , 861 in publication subvention 
grants. Thirty-eight grants ($1,022, 
269 ) are in s upport of projects for 
the preservation and use of h istorical 
records. Historica+ records grants 
were recommended for t h e first time 
for projects in Alaska, Arizona, Cali
fornia , Indiana , and Utah. 

The next meeting of the NHPRC will 
be i n November of this year. The next 
records grant application deadline is 
October 1, for proposals to be consi
dered during the f ~rst Commission me
etin g of 1979 .. 



NEW NHPRC GRANTS (cont) 

Records Project Grants to Michigan 
Institutions: 

Michigan History Division, Lans ing : 
$30,410 in support of survey and 
accessioning, by the State Archives 
program, of county records in approxi
mately 25 Michigan counties . 

Calvin College, Grand Rapids : $14, 
085 for survey and acquisition of 
correspondence, 1840- 1930, written 
from the Netherlands to American im
migrants. 

SAA PLANS NASHVILLE MEE'I'ING 

"Preserving the Past, Access for 
the Future: Professional Goals and 
Constituent Demands" is the theme 
for the 1978 annual meeting of the 
Society of American Archivists in 
Nashville , October 3- 6 . The meeting 
will feature formal sessions, prac
tical seminars, demonstrations and 
drop- in rooms which will provide an 
informal setting in which partici 
pants can seek answers to technical 
problems . 

The SAA will also sponsor a Basic 
Workshop on the Car e of Historical 
Records concurrently with the meet 
ing. 

Contact the SAA, 330 S . Wells 
Street, S~ite 810, Chicago, Illinois 
60606. 

CALENDAR 

September 19- 23 : American Associa
tion for State and Local History, 
Springfield, Illinois. 

O<:::tober 3- 6: So_ciety of American 
Archivis ts, Nashville, Tennessee. 

OctobeL 5- 7: Historical Society of 
Michie m, Petosky and Bay View . 

Octob ,r 8- 11: Association of Records 
Manac; ers and Administrators, Wash
ingt )n , D. C . 
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October 17: MICHIGAN · ARCH!'WAL . ASSOCI
ATION, Grand Rapids Public ~ibrary. 

October 19- 22: Oral History ·Associa
ti0n, Savannah, Georgia. 

November 9 - 11 : Midwest -.Archives -. Con
ferenc~, Indianapolis, . India.na. 

BOOK NOTES 

A Guide to the State Archives of Michi
gan : State Records by Valerie Gerrard 
Browne and David Jerome Johnson. 
Lansing: Michigam History D±vision, 
1977 . 421 pp., illustrations, index. 
$14.95. This handsome hardcover .pub
lication describes nearly 10,000 cubic 
feet of the records of state govern
ment in the custody of the .$tate 
Archives. The guide describes the 
recor d groups in four major sections-
executive, legislative, judicial, .and 
extinct agencies. A brief administra
tive history accompanies each record 
group and the descriptions .within each 
record group are arranged .in series. 
Extensive indexing offers .access by 
name, subject, and place. 

Disaster Plan for the Bentl(fyLibrary 
by Ann Flower s and James Craven. Ann 
Arbor: Bentley Historical Li brary, 
1977 . 34 pp . $3 . 00. A papex:bound 
multilithed volume, this in~house 
working document was published as an 
example of the method used in .devel
oping one disaster plan . The book 
ident ifies potential sources .of ·.dang.er, 
_r:>riorities for salvage, responsibili
ties of staff meri\bers and procedur.es 
for salvage . 
(Book Notes cont.inued on page 19. ) 



"THE LONE ARCHIVIST'' 

This column features discussions of 
problems' encountered by archivists 
who are charged with the task of ope
rating small archives, manuscript col~ 
lections, or local history collec
tions. We encourage you to pose 
question~offer comments, and share 
your successful or unsuccessful ex
periences. Send such communications 
to Pat Hudson, Monroe Cowity Histori
cal Commission, l26 S. Monroe Street, 
Monroe, Michigan 48161 (313) 242-
3394. 

Bless you Michigan Archival Asso
ciation for finally recognizing in 
print that it is a lonely and hostile 
world out here in the provinces where 
occasional lone historians (note: I 
did not use the word "archivists ") 
are engaged in mortal combat with 
legions of dread collection weeders 

· and amateur researchers of the "what 
doesitmatterthey'realldeadanyway" 
school of rare material handling. 

Indeed (and with all due r espect 
to the MAA ) , it is often not appro
priate to bestow the title "archivist" 
on lone practitioners in the field. 
Even though our function may be to 
collect and preserve material impor
tant to the history of the locale, 
often the time and proper facilities 
are not available to enshrine each of 
Papa Boone's dinner napkins in a Hol
linger box, away from all light and 
humidity, under triple lock and key . 
Often the only thing one can do is 
smile weakly when Aunt Agatha comes in 
with the third egg carton this week 
full of "I was just cleaning the at
tic and thought you might want this,'' 
take another Tylenol, and log some 
more overtime because you have an in
tellectual commitment to quantitative 
history and a responsibility to future 
historians to preserve as much as pos
sible of Aunt Agatha's attic in your 
collection . 

How many times has the long practi
tioner yearned for a quiet office away 
from the thousands of dear maiden de-

scendants of George Washington. Bless 
t heir hearts , you're there after all and 
don't look like you're doing anything, 
so you must be interested in the unique 
history of their family. 

Any how many times (while surrepti
tiously examining the peas for poultry 
shards at a service club luncheon) has 
the lone practitioner longed to sell 
her soul to one of the great eastern 
archives on a hill where public rela
tions and field staff are actually pro
vided to keep the conununity informed 
about the importance of saving Grandma 
Fanny's diaries. Alas, Grandma Fanny, 
it has to be done because it is the 
only way we'll keep more important 
things from being interred in a dumpster, 
but public speaking takes time, time, 
time ... that precious commodity most 
cherished by the lone practitioner. 

Ah, woe is me . Allow me to make one 
more pilgrimage to the wailing wall(be
fore it is torn down for a parking lot, 
because it will probably become my re
sponsibility to provide the preserva
tion expertise and grantsmanship to save 
it, too). The very worst thing about 
being alone in a small archival collec
tion is that very few people take you 
seriously. Not to mention the problems 
one has trying to explain to the Rotary 
Club what one does for a living, the 
problems with one's own and allied pro
fessions are often staggering. Unknow
ing library professionals often regard 
you as that funny little eccentric whose 
screams of anguish about slipshod se
curity are meapt solely to entertain. 
University archivists often regard lone 
practioners as a scourge upon the pro
fess ion. More than once I have silently 
raged at the archly delivered academic 
pronouncement that "After all, you have 
no business trying to collect local his~ 
tory material outside a university or 
state repository." J?erhaps it doesn't 
seem as obvious to everyone as it does 
to me that no outside institution can 
possibly be as effective as a local a 
gency in locating important sources of 
historical material and making sure that 
they are preserved, In a non- university 
town that is important, and a lone 



"THE LONE ARCHIVIST'~ (cont) 

practitioner who is responsible will 
always make sure that the a ppropriate 
academic or governmental archive gets 
a security copy of important acquisi- . 
tions. 

The lament of the lone practitioner 
is long and dreary, but of course , 
there are many more rewards than pro
blems. There is a pos itive joy in 
helping a genealogist find a lost re 
lative. Or hearing from the secretary 
of a long dead rndustrialist what 
really was behind that controversial 
merger. Or having the freedom to di
rect the course of your own collection 
without having to clear it through 
other professionals and bureaucrats. 

So, hi ho Si ~ver Nitrate! Away! 
The lone archivi~t will ride again. 

Jane Ratner 
Local Historian, 
Willard Library 

***~********************************* 

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

ARCHIVAL SPECIALI ST - Michigan State 
University Archives & Historical Col
lections. Responsibilities will in
clude supervision of processing both 
University records and the Histori
cal Collections , and providing refe
rence service for researchers. Ap
plicant must also be able and willing 
to perform secretarial work as re
quired. Qualifications: M.A. in 
history or related field, multiple 
sequence course work in archival ad
ministration and/or experience at an 
archive or manuscript repository. 
One year appointment, position be
gins October 1, 1978. Applications 
must be received by August 15, 1978. 
Salary $12 ,000 plus usual University 
benefits. Include a detailed resume 
in the application. Michigan State 
Univer1. ity is an equal opportunity 
emplo:yer. Send appl ication to Di
recto· , Michigan State University 
Arch\ Les and Historical Collections , 
Libr; .ry Building, Michigan State 
Univarsity, East Lansing, MI. 48824. 
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UNIVERSITY ARCHIVIST - Under immediate 
supervision of Head of the Reference 
Department of the University Library, 
to have charge o~ historical univer
sity records; off-campus public re
cords in the regional depository; manu
script materials of regional interest; 
faculty, staff and a lumni papers and 
publications. Education: ALA accre
dited MLS. Major in history or Ameri
can studies desirable. Academic train
ing in archival management required. 
1 to 2 years archival experience de
sirabl e. Salary: $10 ,000-$12,000, 
12 month appointment. Position avail
able September 15, 1978. Con±act 
Robert Patterson, Head, Division of 
Public Services , Library, Michigan 
Technological University, Houghton, 
Michigan 49931. An equal opportunity 
educational institution/equal. oppor
tunity employer. 

ARCHIVIST/LIBRARIAN - for the Walter P. 
Reuther Library of Labor and Urban Af
fairs. Responsibilities: maintain 
reference library; develop and coor
dinate acquisitions; prepare biblio
graphies and finding aids; process and .. 
service archival collections; work 
with donors, labor unions, urban mi
nority groups; assist researchers, 
staff , students; other related duties • . 
Qualifications: MLS; five years of 
library-archives or related experience •. 
Foreign language desirab.le. Salary: 
$15,720-$20,460, depending upon quali
fications. Position available immedi
ately. Apply to: Philip P. Mason, 
Director, Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University·, Detroit, Michi- · 
gan 48202. An equal opportunity em""" 
ployer. 
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MICHIGA,N ARCHIVAL ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS 1978 - 1979 

President 

Martin McLaughlin (1980) 
Assistant State Archivist 
State Archives , Michigan ' History 

Division 
3423 North Logan Street 
Lansing , Michigan 48918 
(517) 373- 1510 

Secretary- Treasurer 

Fred Honhart (1979) 
University Archives and Historical 

Collections 
Michigan State University 
East Lan sing, Michigan 488Q3 
(517) 355-2330 

Executive Committee 

Pat Hudson (1979) 
Monroe County Historical Commission 
126 South Monroe Street 
Monroe, Michigan 48161 
(313) 242-3374 

Robert Patterson (1980) 
Michigan Technological University 
Houghton, Michigan 49931 

Peter Schmitt (1980) 
Archives and Regional History Col -

lections 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 
(616) 383- 1826 

Francis Blouin (1981) 
Associate Archivist 
Michigan Historical Collections 
Bentley Historical Library 
1150 Beal Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 
(313) 764- 3482 

Larry Martin (1981) 
Coordinator of Ferris Archives 
Ferris State College 
Big Rapids, Michigan 49307 
(616) 796- 9971 
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Ex-officio 

Pat Bartkowski (19 80) 
University Archivist 
Walter Reuther Library 
Wayne State-University 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 
(313) 577-4024 

Editors , OPEN ENTRY 

Mary Jo Pugh 
Reference Archivist 
Michigan Historical Collections 
Bentley Historical Library 
1150 Beal Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 
(313) 764-3482 

Pat Hudson 
Monroe County Historical Commission 

*************************************** 

THE ARCHIVIST'S DILEMMA 

To keep or to dispose: that is the question. 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mass to store 
The forms and records of outdated bureaus, 
Or to set fire to a ll this sea of paper, 
And by the burning end them. To store; to keep; 
No more; and if we keep to say· we end 
The crumpling, and the thousand nasty shocks 
Records are heir to; 'tis a preservation 
Devoutly to be wished. To store; to keep; 
To keep: perchance to use; ay, there's the rub; 
For in the archives' care what use may come, 
When we have records oh so ill arranged. · 
Must g i ve us pause: there's the r~spect 
That makes a comedy of long shelf-life. 
For who would bear the whips and scorns of time, 
The filer's fault, the typist's sloppy work, 
The pangs o.f provenance, NC's delay. 
Form 6710 - A, and the spurns 
That the archivist from the unknowing takes. 
When he himself might his quietus make 
With one lit match? Who would fain prepare 
With a grunt and sweat a silly special list 
But that the dread of some unthought of use. 
Some really far - fetched historical need 
For aged , yellowed forms, puzzles the will 
And makes us rather keep records we have 
Than try too oft internal disposal? -

• William Quakefear (alias Ken Thibodeau,·PhD) 

Reprinted with permission from the 
Mid- Atla:ritic Archivist, Vol. 7:, No. : '2; ·· ~ • 
April, l978. 
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ADM INIST·RATION, ARCHIVES, 
HISTORIC ·Sl:t!E.S. AND;P.uai.:1c•rJOt!UI 
3423 N. Logan Street 

July 20, 1978 

Dear Colleagues: 

51 7-37'3-05,1'0 

STA:tE MUSEUM 
505 N. Washington: Aven.ue 
517"3'7:3-0515 

The MAA ha s been a positive and progressive force in filling the 
needs of its membership and in making those outside of the 
Association aware of the importance of archival programs and 
functions. Hopefully, it will continue in this capacity. However, 
to do so requires a commitment - a commitment from each of us no.t 
only to continue active membership but to increase personal 
involvement in MAA projects and activities. Such individual 
.commitment is essential to organizationa.l vitality. 

Another essential element of organizational vitality is 
cOrrimunication. Communication from the membership whic h can ~esult 
in raising MAA ' s awareness of member needs and ideas so that the 
organization can properly respond. " Open Entry" is a prime 
communication device which already exists within MAA. It has 
proven its value. However, most of us have neglected to util-ize 
this organ as a forum for expressing our thoughts, ideas and 
pr·actical approaches to archival problems. "Open Entry" needs 
articles, both practical and theoretical so that it can he.lp all 
of us grow. You s hould also feel free to communicate your id.ea-s 
and concerns directly t o the officers and board members of MAA. 
We need your input to insure that MAA will continue to meet your 
needs. 

-I will see you all at the Fall meeting in Grand Rapids. 

Sincerely , 

~r;,i ·"? j •, /, ,. i::_.7 ~i,., 
i " ?'.?A ·y--. ~ - . t2.A.A "' _fv:,,_, / ,// ~ ·~//_. I 

Mar t>in McLaughlin, re~ident 
Michigan Archiv~l Association 

W cL:dm 
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SPOTLIGHT 

THE FERRIS STATE COLLEGE ARCHIVES 

The Ferris State College Archives started as a few shelves of yearbooks, 
W. N. Ferris' autobiography , writings of the faculty, and an insulated file 
of clippings, newspapers, etc., about the college and the surrounding area. 

The collection grew as people aro\ind the campus found old records tucked 
away in attics, basements and closets, until in the mid-1960's we had an 
unorganized mass of materials crammed into a ten by ten foot room in the library. 
To organize it, the college hired Lilli~n Wright, the daughter of Gerrit 
Masselink, the second president of the college. 

Working part time under the direction of the director of the library, Mrs. 
Wright, who probably knows more about the early history of the college than 
any other living person, arranged the collection and developed a card catalog 
to aid in its use. 

In 1967, when the library moved into a new building, the Archives moved 
with it, into a suite that i n c luded a period room with Victorian furniture 
and display cases of Ferris Memorabilia, an office and a storage/workroom. 

In September of 1975 , Larry Martin became "Coordinator of Ferris Archives" 
60 per cent of the time (and an audio-visual catal oger 40 per cent of the time) . 

In September of 1977, we set up an historical/archival advisory committee, 
headed by Joseph E. Deupree, retired professor of English and editorial 
associate in the College Relations Department, who is probably the greatest 
authority on the recent history of Ferris. The Committee, with the advice 
of John Cumming of the Clarke Historical Library, is working on guidelines 
for the scope and operation of our archives and a program s tatement for the 
archival area in a proposed library addition. 

Our collection as of now consists primarily of Ferris historical material s 
and publications , with some materials, mostly secondary sources, on area 
history. We have recently begun collecting materials dealing with the College ' s 
areas of specialization with a gift from Dr. Chauncey J~ Howe, of Hillsdale. 

Dr. Howe, an optometrist and secretary of the State Board of Examiners in 
Optomertry , 1942-1972, has given us portions of hi$ papers, including corres
pondence and minutes of the State Board, 1909- 1972, papers dealing with optometry 
in general, and some of his personal profess ional papers. 

We are now considering what we should collect and how we can collect the 
college a rchives, area history materials and other such materials without over
taxing our limited budget , s pace and staff. It i s an interesting challenge. 

Larry Martin 
Coordinator of Ferri s Arc hives 



- 10-

TREASUR,E HUNTXNG I.N THE KENT COUNTY COURT CA.SES 

In June, 1974, the Western Michigan University Archives and Regional History 
Collections received 66,000 Kent County Circuit Court files dating from the 1B30's. 
These records included Journal, Docket and Index volumes as welL as individual · files 
under Law , Criminal and Chancery headings. In the Fall of 1977, I was one. of six 
records clerks who began the first major processing of this collection under. a CET.A' 
grant to the Archives. These records came to our storage room in great bulk, packed '" 
in long old cardboard boxes held together . by s hort brown shoelaces. They were . very 
old , very dusty and their worth was much disputed. What purpose did they serve? 
What would come of all the hours to be spent on their processing? What historical 
value, if any , would they have? 

I had my table all . set up to begin my morning work--penci l s, folders, paper clip~ .. ,, 
a document b ox and a very large dust cloth. I set my box of cases on my work table, · 
dusted it off,·, unwound the s hoelaces and opened up my first trea~ure chest of the .day. 
The cases were folded in thirds and wrapped in heavy brown paper marked with, a ,case · 
number and title: I counted them--forty-five. Forty-five stories , forty-five even.ts ; 
forty-five incidents , each a part of someone ' s life. The Kent County Court records 
have left behind abundant evidence , in both written and visual materials, representing .. 
the lives of " everyday " people; they convey tragedies a nd comedies. As I worked, . L 
began to develop a warm understanding of the lifestyles of those people who ~lived 

during the years these cases were recorded. The following article grew out .. of this 
empathy and reflects my experience in the Chancery cases for Kent County , Michigan 
1861- 1914. 

I found "treasure hunting " the most exciting aspect of the Kent County Court 
records. Packed away as evidence, artifacts of all types were left behind for future 
discovery. I would unveil in my pillages a long list of items, many the last of thei~ 
kind. 

My first discoveries were marriage licenses used as evidence in early divo~ce 
cases. Colorful, decorative and ornate , they were a direct reflection of their . time. 
They were u sually large , some in color, some in black and white. Each was inscribed 
with Scripture, and a few even contained lines of poetry: 

To cheer thy sickness watch thy health, 
Partake, but never waste thy wealth, 
Or stand with smile unmurmuring by 
and lighten half thy poverty. 

Byron 

They h ad no common form. Some were made to carry the pictures of the bride .and.,groOfl!.;,, 
while others were simpler and more commonly used for weddings h eld outside the ·chu~ches··:~ ; 
domajn . The etchings were delicate and detailed, a trait that run throughout the , ' 
pape _·work o f this era. 

Business papers, such as letterheads , book and stationery , were also a common .£-ind . 
Used as all types of evidence, they gave historical insight into products, l .abor a nd;:, 
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profits. They v e rifie d the e xistence of different businesses, as well as giving 
clues to the p roblems and comp lain t s of a growing business world. These papers con
taine d p rice s, itemize d lists , l abor costs , supplies, accounts, checks, receipts, 
addresses, corresponde nce and very in teres ting pictorial designs. 

Most of all, the Kent County Chancery cases reveal some dramatic and some 
comical stories. These storytellers l eft behind remnants of their l ives in many 
ways. In 1895, for example, a happy young couple marriedinGrand Rapids with a 
special contract between thems8lves. This verbal contract acknowledged that Alice 
would provide her inherited land and that Samuel would have a home constructed upon 
it. The agreement would give them each joint ownership of both the house and the 
land. The home was constructed and _Samuel a nd Alice lived happily together until 
her unexpected death during childbirth one year later. Samuel suddenly found him
self with a home and a new son, but without ownership of the parcel of land on 
which his home stood. He then went to t h e County Court to transfer ownership of the 
land title. As evidence of t h eir agreemept, Samuel provided the papers that went 
into the construction of their home ; including Alice's deed, the agreement for work 
and materials, architectural contract , building inspection, heating, plumbing, elec
tricity, extras, insurance , with receipts and prices for each item. These papers 
described the levels of the home and the number of rooms on each floor, as well as 
other information about the home ' s interior. Today the house no longer stands. 

MfiJlINSANE BY BlANDISHMENT 
OF A bE UCIOUS LOVE 

ALLEG[D B1GAMIST cXPlAINS HIS CONDUCT 

Now, I have your attention , just as mine was cap tured when I first saw case 
19091. Newspaper clippings are less frequent finds in the Kent County Court cases 
and are usually in poor condition , but t hey relate vividly the transfer of a court 
case into the public domain. Above is a headline from a Maumee newspaper of 1913. 
The predicament was real, but the storytel ling was comical: 

That he was made mad by the blandishments of 
love and in its delicious madness knew not 
what he was doing will probably be urged as 
defense in common pleas court as answer to 
the c harge of bigamy. 

The following year, this newspaper clipping, along with two others, appeared as evi
dence in "poor" James' divorce case. 

Letters and postcards were among my favorite "treasures. " It felt so good to 
open a court case and find a personal letter. Many times people would write hori
zontally across the page and turn the letter and continue writing vertically over the 
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horizontal lines. They would write around and into the margin and even wro~e on: the' 
back page first and then around to the front. Letters, although handwritten and manY' 
times confusing, revealed much. They told of stories, feelings and place·s. Be,low: 
is a le~ter from a man to his wife in England: 

My Dear Wife 

Oh how many letters I have write to you and 
you Dont seem to Care to write_ to me. I have 
a good Situation has a travelling salesman 
for the above firm and been with them as you 
know for Ten years I go over a great deal of 
the states and see a deal of the country, 
sometimes to New York and have wrote you 
from their , I am very anc-ious has I have 
often told or wrote you for you to come out 
and Be An American Citizen, you would like 
the People here so much, and we will have 
such a nice home, you Can sell your h ome 
t he ir. If you should Prefer to Keep it 
then do so, and I will Arrange to meet 
you Ellen I Cant live this way But here is 
the country were I can get on and do well, 
and for this reason I intend to make this 
Country my future Horne, and will remain 
here So you see Ellen my home is were I 
can do the best for you and myself. I 
have told you before that I go to the 
Methodist Church and Its so home like 
and I Cant say to much about the kindness 
of the American people, now you must come 
I have Kept sending your money, until of 
late, very regular though I know you. dont 
need it , and if you wont come I shall 
Quit sending you any more, theres no 
excuse for you not writing and Its must be 
nearly four years since you wrote me. 
You have my address 

Austin Cook County 
America Ill 

with Love and best wishes 
your Aff Husband 

This letter conveys well the emotion and story behind Carl's di:vorce from. E_l _l.en 
in 1914. 

Another divorce story was conveyed on the li.ghter side. In this instanc_e· p.ost-
car.ds were used for evidence. They exposed to the court one of the "af.fa-irs 0 _be,
tw:eE i Byron and his many mistresses. Byron sent these cards frqm Ohio to Michigan 
whL e away on a business trip. Unfortunately, they were spotted by his wif.e whi_l.e 
v:is ~ting a friend. The first card showed two lovers picnicking in an open field., it. 
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read: "I Don't Care What Becomes of Me." The second simply stated in large red 
print: "Men Should Never Run After a Street Car or a Woman, There'll be Another 
One Along in a Minute," and the third pictures a little French Poodle resting on 
an iron bed saying, "I'm good but lonely." The back of these cards tell of Lima, 
Ohio, and what Byron saw and experienced there. They contain information of in
dustry and night life, in addition to a few " sweet whispers. " 

There were many other exciting finds during my exploration of the Kent County 
cases. I discovered a few booklets, one entitled, The American Racing Rules , 
January 1 , 1899, which told of horse racing in America and included owners , horses, 
colors and each and every rule. When I first came upon this booklet , I raced next 
door to share it with one of my co-workers. While skirrnning through its pages, she 
happened to come across one of her a ncestors who was a horse owner. She was quite 
excited about her find and after a · brie£ moment exclaimed, "they always said there 
were horses in our family." 

Another booklet came from the Duncan McLachlan Business School of Grand Rapids. 
It described the school, its teachers and pupils , and contained a picture list of 
its honor roll students. The booklet also served as an advertisement both for it
self and other business related industries--each of whom greatly praised the 
McLachlan School . It was a nice illustration of advertising tactics of the early 
1900 ' s. The case included four different such booklets , plus newspaper clippings 
as well as information about the Grand Rapids Business University . 

There are still so many examples of " treasures " to s hare and explore, such as 
this 1893 doctor's bill, "For visiting c hild at Provins. -- $2.00 ," and mortgage 
bonds from an 1 881 foreclosure case , stamps of all sorts, and even photographs of 
"Baby ' s" picture with a letter to Grandma. 

Treasure hunting is just one aspect of the Kent County court cases , there are 
many more. But treasure hunting is most exciting because one can actually touch and 
see these artifacts that reflect days gone by. Each item contains so much that is 
both historical and human. One can u n fold a marriage license and see its beauty, 
read about a business that has long ago been outdated , and reconstruct a home ex
actly as it looked at the turn of t h e century. I feel a person can gain insight by 
reading a newspaper clipping and understanding how the public saw and interpreted 
a crime, that a person can reach a closeness to the feeling~ being conveyed in a 
letter, and even feel the embarrassment of one ' s secrets being exposed in court. 
These artifacts touched all aspects of life from business and finances to love and 
marriage. All these t h ings and much more are awaiting discovery and interpretation 
in courthouses all across the state. 

Elaine Makas 

Elaine Makas is a graduate student at Western Michigan University and a CETA staff 
member at the University Archives and Regi onal History Collections at Western. 

" • • •• • ' ·-· .... .... _c:....:... • • 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

CLARKE HISTORICAL LIBRARY, CENTRAL 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Accessions 

The Clarke Historical Library has 
been designated the official reposi
tory for the papers of the Poetry 
Society of Michigan, an i mportant 
cultural influence in our state sin ce 
1936. Included in the collection are 
the minu~es of meetings and programs, 
correspondence, volume s of historical 
data, scrapbooks, treasurers' re 
ports, as well as a complete run of 
Peninsula Poets ' and other official 
publications of the Society. In ad
dition, some forty-six published vol
umes of verse by various members of 
the Society accompanied the collection. 

One o:f Central Michigan Univers ity' s 
distinguished alumni , R. Perry Shorts 
.rose to prominence in the fields of 
banking and insurance. In recogni-

. tion of his career and civic en
deavors, the University named its new 
athletic stadium in his honor. Re 
c~ntly the Second National Bank of 
Saginaw , which Perry Shorts headed, 
and his heirs presented to us files 
of his papers, numerous photographs, 
and other memorabilia. The papers 
themselves include materials relat
ing to legal and financial matters 
(1901-69 ) , personal corresp onde n ce 
(1~33-69), pers9nal account books 
(1918-49), the dedication of R. Perry 
~horts Stadium, and 351 addresses, 
tributes and speeches delivered by 
Shorts. 

. Another extensive collection re
ceived was that from the estate of the 
late Kurt Oppermann of Saginaw. Im
mense :n quantity, the collecti on in
~ludes the journals, ledgers, day 
books inventory records and corres
ponde tee of the Oppermann Fur Company 
of Sc ginaw (.1897-1941); extensive per
sona i. and family correspondence in-

•) ~-

cl ud in g letters to and from Austin App 
and Marion Clyde Weir ; over i,100 print~d 
solicitation letters and -ffiis'cellarieous 
pieces by Gerald L.K. Smith and the 
Christian Nationalist Crusade; materials 
relating to Oppermann's activities in 
the Saginaw Historic Buildings Fou'i-ida
:tion, the Germania Club , arid the ill
fated movement to preserve the Webbe.r 
House; and two rare pieces relating to 
Jacob Seligman , Saginaw ' s well- knbWn 
clothier, "Little · Jake." 

The effect of "Roots '' continues to be 
felt in the Clarke Historical Library. 
Not only have more and more -genealogists 
descended upon us, but more .important, 
the library has become the repository 
for the papers produced in a course ori
ginated by Dr. Dennis Th~~eriet, "W~itihg 
Family History. 11 currently nUtnbering 
some fifty-seven items, this collect.ion 
documents families from ~11 parts of 
Michigan, different economic classes, 
and many varied ethnic groups . L~ke 
a ll student term papers, the quality of 
these differ greatly, but t~e potentfa.l 
for this col l ection proving ''an invalu
able resource for the study of the 
Ameri~an family is most promising. . 

Further aquisitions include ah exc~l
lent and well-written descriptiye ref~ 
ter by Joseph w. Torrey (Septeml::fer 30, 
1824 ) detailing the benefits of .Detr6ft; 
the Whitneyville Class Book ' (1854-57) . 
listing the membership and activities ~f 
the Boston circuit , Grand Rcipid·s Dis
trict, Michigan Conference of the 'Mi§tno
dist Episcopal Church; indices to three 
cemeteries in Newaygo County; varibus 
genealogies and genealogical reaords; 
a nd sixty-one pieces relating to the 116w 
defunct Mount Pleasant Opera House. 

Act;Lyi,ties 

Staff changes again dominate the ac
tivities of the Cl arke Historical Lib
rary. Our cataloger, Marilyn Munsell, 



CLARKE HISTORICAL LIBRARY (cont ) 

resigned upon her marriage to William 
McNitt. Replacing her is Dr. Timothy 
Wehrkamp who comes to us from t h e 
South Dakota State Historical Re
source Center at Pierre. Wehrkamp 
earned his doctor ' s degree in history 
at the University of Oregon and his 
master ' s degree in library science 
at the University of California , 
Berkeley. 

William Miles 

ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

Accessions 

The University Archives and Histori
cal Collections has been working in 
conjunction with the Michigan State 
University School of Journalism to 
develop a collection relating to the 
history of Journalism. This subject 
is of particul ar interest because of 
the proposed technol ogical and econo
mic changes that have taken place in 
the industry since World War II. At 
present , five collections have been 
received pertaining to the subject, 
which include nine 16 mm/sound films 
on various aspects of journalism. 

The archives has also received 
photographs ( 2 cubic feet ) from Uni~ 
versity Farms. These photographs il
lustrate the equine program at Michigan 
State 1930-49. Other accessions in
clude the records of the Michigan 
Chapter of the Soil Conservation Soci
ety of America (4 cubic feet); James 
D. Tower ' s unpublished manuscript on 
the history of East Lansing. 

Activities 

Frederick Honhart, Assistant Direc
tor, spoke on historic photographs at 
the annual Upper Peninsula Conference , 
held at Iron River , Michigan. 

A University grant has been. given 
to Professor Victor Howard , Director 
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of American Studies , M.S.U. and Frederick 
Honhart to develop a pro9ram to document 
rural Michigan in the Great Depression 
and secure a grant ( s } for implementation 
of the project. The project will seek 
to co l lect existing do<1:umentary material 
of the subject and also include an oral 
history program. 

Microfilm copies of two collections 
have also been made for other repositor
ies. Copies of the microfi l med Samaritan 
Manuscripts went to the University of 
Sydney Library, Australia and the In
stitute of Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts 
at the Jewish National University Lib
rary , Jerusalem , Israel. A microfilm 
copy of the Nathaniel Dett Papers was 
sent to the Conservatory of Music Lib
rary at Oberlin College. 

In May, the University Archives was 
pleased to host the Spring meeting of 
MAA . 

Frederick L. Honhart 
Richard Harms 

GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY , NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
AND RECORDS SERVICE 

Accessions 

The library has accessioned 46 cubic 
feet of material of L. William Seidman, 
relating principally to his service as 
assistant to the President for economic 
affairs. Microfilm copies of the per-
sonal papers, 19 rol l s , of Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare, F. David 
Mathews were accepted on deposit. Ad
ditionally , the records , 57 cubic feet, 
of the Council of Economic Advisers were 
transferred from the National Archives 
and 18 cubic feet of records of the 
President ' s Commission on CIA Activities 
Within the United States were also re
ceived. Accretions to the following 
files were accessioned: Philip Buchen, 
Richard Cheney, John Marsh, Michael 
Raoul..:Duval, Barry Roth and Brent Scowcro;ft. 
Also the personal pqpers of Robert 
Hampton , 14 cubic feet, ~ember of the 
United States Civil Service ConuI1ission, 
1961-77, and its Chairman , 1969~77. 
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Activit;i..es 

On April 21, 1978, the Boa.rd of 
Regents of the University of Michigan 
approved the proposed building plans 
for the Gerald R, . Ford Library. 

William Stewart 

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES AND ARCHIVES OF 
LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, WALTER P. 
REUTHER LIBRARY, WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Accessions 

The University Archives has acces
sioned +o5 cubic feet from Monteith 
College. Monteith was established in 
1959 at WSU as an experimental col
lege financed by the Ford Foundation. 
It started the trend toward small, 
personalized colleges within large 
universities and emphasized inter
disciplinary undergraduate education . 
In 1975, the University decided to 
close the college in 1978. The re
cords document the history of the 
college, 1959- 1978. 

Recently opened for research in 
the Archives of Labor and Urban Af
fairs is the Mary van Kleeck-Russell 
Sage Foundation Industrial Research 
Collection, 1910-1950, comprising 25 
linear feet. Mary van Kleeck (1883-
1972) was the Director of Industrial 
Studies for the Russell Sage Founda
tion from 1908 to 1948 as well as 
holding positions in the U.S . Depart
ment of Labor and on the U.S. War 
Labor P9licies Board during World War 
I. An industrial sociologist herself, 
a portion of her files contain material 
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reJ.ating to her J.a,bor research (the ba
la,nce of her pa,Pers are in the Sophia 
Sll)ith Collection at Smi.th College,) 
The majority of the colle~tion is com
posed of the files o;f other .researchers 
who worked under her supervision. Two 
such prominent experts were ·Edward A. 
Wieck and D, Knickerbocker Boyd. . Wieck 
studied labor conditions and strikes .in 
the coal, steel, and automcobile in
dustries during the years 1934 to 1948. 
Boyd, who was a noted architect, stu
died labor relations and conditions in 
the building trades between 1915 and 
1935. 

The United Automobile, Aerospace, 
and Agricultural 'Implement Workers of 
America recently agreed to lower the 
period of closure applying to its re
cords from twenty years after date of 
creation to ten years. Thus, UAW re
cords for the years prior to 1968 which 
have been processed are now open to re
searchers, subject only to the Archives' 
standard criteria of serious scholarly 
purpose. 

Now open to research subject to the 
above restriction are the files of the 
UAW Research Department, 1940-1977. 
Totaling 200 linear feet, these files 
deal with such subjects as economic con
ditions in the United States and Europe 
as they relate to the auto industry, 
contract negotiations with the major 
auto manufacturers , and drafts of 
speeches for UAW officers prepared by 
the Research Department . Also included 
are the files of Harry Chester, an econo
mist and Research Associate .for the UAW 
in the 1950 's and 1960's. 

Recentley accessioned were the files 
of the ~erican Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees, Michi
gan Council 25, from the mid-1960's to 
the mid- 1970's. The records, which 
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comprise almost 70 linear fe e t of ma
terial, are primarily from AFSCME 
Metropolitan Detroit Council 23 which 
was one of the predecessor organiza
tions to the recently formed Michigan 
Council 25 which encompasses the en
tire state. 

Activities 

The Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs and the United Automobile, 
Aerospace, and Agricultural Implement 
Workers of America have received a 
joint planning grant from the National. 
Endowment for the Humanities for a 
project entitled, "Workers Look at 
Their Jobs and Their Union: An Educa
tional Program Through Oral History." 
Co-directors of the p r oject are Philip 
P. Mason of the Archives and Carroll 
Hutton of the UAW. Oral historian 

• Patricia L. Pilling is project co
ordinator. 

The recipient of the second annual 
Walter P. Reuther Library Award for 
Labor and Social Justice is Emil Mazey, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the UAW. Uni
versity President George E . Gullen 
presented the award at a special lun
cheon held at the Walter P. Reuther 
Library on February 22. 

Among the groups recently hosted 
by the Walter P. Reuther Library were 
the Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom, The Newspaper Guild 
Executive Board (during the Guild's 
annual meeting held in Detroit) , and 
trade unionists from Mexico and the 
Soviet Union. In addition, Workers 
Education Local 189 held its national 
annual meeting here. 

Several staff changes have taken 
place. Virginia Kmiec joined the staff 
of the Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs in April with primary respon
sibility for the papers of the United 
Farm Workers. Prior to joining the 
staff, she was Documentation Retirement 
C~ordinator for the Alyeska Pipeline 
Service Company in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
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She is presently completing a Ph.D. in 
Anthropology from Wayne State University . 
Angelita Es,Pino-McGhee left the Archives 
of Labor and Urban Af f a,irs in June to 
acce,Pt a position as assistant head of 
the Bowen Branch of the Detroit Public 
Library 

Valerie Gerrard Browne 

BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION, DETROIT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Accessions 

The George Dondero Papers cover the 
years l900- i969 and are found in 24 boxes 
and 5 volumes. The papers include a bio
graphy, correspondence, scrapbooks, and 
speeches. Mr. Dondero was born in Michi
gan in Greenfield Township, Wayne County 
and after gaining a law degree from the 
Detroit College of Law in 1910, went on 
to be a Congressman from Royal Oak from 
1933- 1957. 

The Mildred Connely Papers are in 8 
boxes and cover the years 1792- 1962. 
Mildred Connely is a native of Michigan 
and taught at the Detroit Teachers Col
lege, Northwestern High School, and 
Wayne State University. Ms. Connely had 
a long standing interest in Gabriel 
Richard and her collection of papers re
flects the extensive research she did 
on Father Richard. 

Personal 

Mrs. Margaret Ward was appointed Field 
Archivist in the Burton Historical Col
lection, April 10, 1978 . Mrs. Ward has 
been with the Detroit Public Library 
since 1968 serving in Children Services, 
Book Selection, and the Educational 
Films Department. Mrs. Ward will be re
sponsible for collecting papers among 
the non-Eurqpean ethn.ic groups in Detroit. 

Benedict Markowski was appointed Field 
Archivist in the Burton Historical Col
lection on April 10, 1978. Mr. Markowski 
has been with the Detr oit Public Library 
since 1957 serving in the Branch Services 
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and since December 1974 in the Burton 
H1storical Collection. Mr. Markowski 
w{ll be responsible for collecting 
the papers of the European ethnic 
groups in Detroit. 

Joseph F. Oldenburg 

STATE ARCHIVES, MICHIGAN HISTORY 
DIVISION 

Activities 

Rudy Ob~egon, a graduate of Michigan 
State University, joined the Archives 
staff in June. As Photographic Ar
ch~vist it is his responsibility to 
solicit , accessron and process photo
graph collections, provide reference 
service to the collections and carry 
out necessary conservation projects. 
Any questions concerning the photo
graph collection should be directed 
directly to Mr. Obregon. 

The State Archives was very hea
vily involved in the recent Michigan 
Archival Association meeting held at 
Michigan State University. Lee Barnett;. 
Reference Archivist was Program Chair
man, while Dave Johnson, State Re-
cords Specialist and Mart McLaughlin, 
Local Records Specialist, made pre
s'_°ehtation~ during the morning session. 
Mart McLaughlin also participated as 
a· panel member in the afternoon ses
sion . 

The inventory phase of NEH grant 
p±ogram ended on June 30 , 1978. Dur
ing the total grant period the re
cords of Houghton, Keweenaw, Isabella, 
Clare, Kalamazoo, Wayne and Washtenaw 
counties were inventoried, Records 
have already been transferred from 
some of the inventoried coiinties and 
the transfer effort will continue. 

A $20,000 grant from the National 
Historccal Publications and Records 
C()rninh 3ion for the Uscal year 1978-
79 w.i) _l insure that the transfer of 
loca] government records from fully 
inve·1toried counties will continue and 
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in a_ddi tion, will enable trans:Eer .of· ·re-, · 
cords from other outstate counties .. 
Under the terms of the_ grant, two field ·· 
persons w-ill be hired. . During , the . 
course of the grant period, the field .. 
team will work in twenty-five counties ·~-

Martin McLaughlin 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 

Activit.ies 

In the l ast few· years it has become 
increasingly evident that a trained, 
full-time archivist was needed to pro- 
perly organize and expand the program: 
at Michigan Technological Univ€rsity _ 
Library Archives. · Robert Patterson and -~ 
David Thomas developed the col•lections 
and services , on a part-time basis, to 
the point where full..-time direction. be-
came imperative. We are happy· to an- 
nounce that, after several att'empts., .. 
the University has approved appointment~ 
of a full-time University Archivist and. 
Special Collections Librarian. The po--· 

. sition is advertised on page b ,. of this 
issue. 

Robert D. Patters·en 

MICHIGAN HISTORICALCOLLECTIONS, BENTLEY . 
HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

Accessions 

An outstanding colle'ction of photogr~ 
phic materials dealing with Michigan 
railroad subjects has just arri.ved at the 
MHC. Amassed by the late Claude T. S.toner 
of :Dexter, the coil ection consists of 
some 3, 600 images, ; for the most part 
copy negatives and contact prints-. The~ 

collection is well- documented and index-ed. 
Especially well covered i s the Shay- En
gine which was developed near Harbor 
Springs by Ephraim Shay. The coJ:lection 
will be open for research in the fall ,. 
after: processing. 

The MHC has- also processed some· thirty 
feet of the editorial files of Esqui:r'.e _ 
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MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS (cont ) 

magazine from the 193Q's to the 1970's, 
and has received the minutes of the 
North Star Association , a Scandana
vian-American civic group from Es
canaba. Also receive~ are some 
twenty feet of records of St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church in Ann Arbor dating 
from the mid- nineteenth century. 

BOOK NOTES (cont) 

Access to the Papers of Recent Public 
Figures: The New Harmony Conference. 
Edited by Alonzo L. Hamby and Edwarq 
Weldon. Bloomington, Indiana : Or
ganization of American Historians, 
1977. 107 pp. Bibliography, index. 
$4.00. This paperbound publication 
reproduces the 14 papers delivered 
at the New Harmony Conference of 
October 20-21, 1976, a conference 
which grew out of complaints of 
some his torians over the administra
tion of restrictions on personal 
papers in the Presidential Libraries 
operated by the National Archives. 
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Business Archives: An Introduction, by 
Edie Hedlin. Society of American Ar
chivists , 1978. This manual covers 
all aspects of establishing a business 
archives, from physical requirements 
and staffing through appraisal, arran
gement , description and conservation. 
Included are sample forms on microfiche. 
A revised and expanded edition of an 
earlier version published by the Ohio 
Historical Society, it is available 
for $4.00 to SAA members and $6.00 to 
others. 

*************************************** 

OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the Mi
chigan Archival Association, appearing 
in the summer and winter. Contribu
tions are welcome. Editors are Mary Jo 
Pugh, Michigan Historical Collections, 
Bentley His torical Library , 1150 Beal 
Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109, and 
Pat Hudson, Monroe County Historical 
Commission, 126 South Monroe Street, 
Monroe, Michigan 48161. Assistant, 
Diane Hatfield. Deadline for the 
winter issue will be January 12, 1979. 

*************************************************************************************** , 
1978 MAA MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

We hope to have the 1978 MAA Membership Directory in your hands by September. If you 
would like your listing corrected or updated, if you are a new member or not listed 
in the 1977 directory, please complete the following form and send to: Pat Hudson, 
126 S. Monroe Street, Monroe, Michigan 48161. (Deadline, August 31 ) 

NAME 

POSITION 

ORGANIZATION 

ADDRESS OF ORGAN. 
Street City Zip 

BUSINESS PHONE 
area 


