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OCTOBER 16 SET FOR FALL MEETING 

The fall meeting of the Michigan 
Archival Association will be held at 
the Bentley Historical Library at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, on 
Tuesday, October 16, 1979. 

David Horrocks, archivist at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library 
and chairperson at the program com
mittee announced that the theme of 
the meeting will center on business 
hi story and the administration and 
use of business records. The speak
ers will discuss how businesses and 
historians use records and how archi
vists care for business records. 

SAA '79: GO CHICAGOING 

Participants in the Society of 
American Archivists' 43rd annual me 
eting in Chicago, September 25-28, 
will structure valuable educationa l 
experiences particularly suited to 
their own special interests. Work 
shops, seminars, panel discussions, 
demonstrations ~nd tours are scheduled. 
Over 50 sessions are planned, consi
dering such topics as archival manage
ment, architectura l archives, finding 
aids programs for sma ll repositories, 
conservation, genealogy, local his
tory, and quantitative history. 

Lighter moments will include an 
opening reception at Chicago ' s magni
ficent Cultural Center, the Presiden
tial/Awards banquet, a special per
formance by Second City, Chicago's 
famed improvisational troupe, and a 
cl osing luncheon. 

Special pre-meeting opportunities 
include a twQ and one - half day work-
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shop entitled "Introduction to Archives; " 
a· one day workshop on historic photo
grap hs; and a one-half day conservation 
tour. Several post -meet ing tours are 
planned. On Friday afternoon, meeting 
participants will be able to choose 
among eight tours of local archival re 
pos ·j tori es, Jane Addams ' Hull House, Nor
thwestern University Archives and Speci
al Collections, the University of Chica
g·o ' s Department of Special Collections, 
the Lutheran Church in America Archives, 
Spertus College of Judaica, University 
of Illinois at Chicago Circle, Interna
tional Harvester and the Tribune Company 
archives. On Saturday, there are four 
tours scheduled, each exploring some of 
Chicago's most famous and hi storic sites. 

Headquarters for the meeting will be 
the historic Palmer House. Compl ete in 
formation will be mailed to SAA members 
in July. Others interested in attending 
should request an annu u~ meeting program 
packet from SAA headquarters, 330 S. 
Wells, Suite 810, Chicago, Illinoi s 60606. 
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NHPRC GRANTS TO MICHIGAN AGENCIES 

At its tebruary, 1979 meeting, the 
National Historic Preservation and 
Records Commission announced a par
tial matching grant of $'30,451 to the 
Detroit In'stitute of Arts to co'ntinue 
the develotpment of a model museum 
archives within the Institute. Dur
ing an ini~ial one year grant, the 
archives gained departmental status 
with responsi bi 1 ity for an arc hi va 1 
and record's program, surveyed records 
in the Museum, and began to develop 
finding aids for them. The second 
year will continue arrangement and 
description and other aspects of the 
overall program which is to be sup
ported by the Institute in the futu 
re. 

The National Historic Preserva
tion and Records Commission announ
ced a number of grants at its June 
1979 meeting, including two grants 
to Michigan organizations. 

Detroit Public Library, $33,075 
to develop an archival program for 
the records of the City of Detroit. 

Merrill Palmer Institute, Detroit, 
a matching grant of $24,623 to or
ganize and make available fer use 
the records of the Institute. 

MEDIA RELATIONS - THEORY AND PRAC
TICE IN FLINT 

Archivists attending the Flint 
meeting of the MAA on May 22 expec
ting to hear papers pertaining to 
"Public Relations and the Archives 
Program" unexpectedly found them
selves an object lesson in media 
relations, filmed by a WJRT-TV 
cameraman. The MAA meeting was fea
tured on vJJRT- TV's "Newsreel" show 
on the 11 :00 p.m. news. The audio 
description was not detailed but it 
was informative, noting what our 
meeting was about and what archi
vists try to do. Everyone who at
tended appeared on film. 

The Michigan Archival Association 
met ct the Alfred P. Sloan Jr., 
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Museum in Flint, Michigan. David 
Johnson opened the meeting and intro
duced Steve Laux, Educational Director 
of the host museum, who welcomed the 
Association to Flint. 

Four papers were read pertaining to 
the meeting's topic "Public Relations 

t 

and the Archives Program: Various Medias." 
Valerie Gerrard Browne gave the open

ing paper at 'the Michigan Archival As
sociation semi-annual meeting in Flint 
on May 22, 1979. Her paper "A Publi
cations Program for an Archives" began 
with the elements of a good pu·blica 
tion including goals, identifying read
ers, defining subject area, deciding 
on budget and factors affecting budget, 
and distribution lists. Valerie then 
listed types of publications and showed 
examples. These included brochures, 
newsletters, annual reports, guides, 
finding aids, handbooks or manuals. Ms. 
Browne concluded by suggesting that 
there are also external publications 
which could help describe the ·work of 
your archives. These would be the Na
tional Union Catalog of Manuscript col
lections, news notes for archival jour
nals,--or cooperative efforts where a 
group of archives join to publish a 
joint guide or finding aid on a par 
ticular subject. 

Joel 3erger of the University of 
Michigan Information Services spoke on 
"Helping the Press Interpret Us." Be
ginning with the question "What is news?" 
he used examples from his own experi
ence to point out that news is anything 
that interests the reader, or tells her 
something she did not previously know. 
Possible news topics for historical 
agencies include stories about letters 
of famous people in the collection, col
lections relating to local events or 
anniversaries or to famous hometown 
people, "famous ancestor" sto.ries of 
interest to genealogists, or visits of 
famous people to the agency. 

The news release, according to Berger, 
is the agency's chief method of communi
cating with the press. It should be 
written in newspaper style, and the 
"five w's" (Who, what, when, where and 
why) should appear as eHrly in the first 



MEDIA RELATIONS (cont) 

paragraph as possible . The name, ad
dress and telephone number of the is 
suing organization, and the name of a 
knowledgeable contact person prepar
ed to answer questions should always 
be included. The release (and the 
envelope) should be typed, prefer
ably double-s paced, and addressed to 
the city editor of a daily paper and 
to the editor of a weekly. Standard 
newspaper directories will gi ve t he 
names and addresses of newspapers · 
outside of the immediate local area. 

Occa s ionally an agency may have 
a really good story that deserves 
more than local coverage. In these 
cases, Berger favors calling big
city newspapers, the bureaus of AP 
and UPI in Detroit, or even the 
Detroit offices of the national 
magazines, to see if they are inte
rested. Approaching a reporter on a 
big-c ity paper may not only save the 
trouble of writing a news relea se , 
but may also bring in wider media 
coverage. Major news organizations 
~re always under deadline pressure, 
3erger warns, and will need compl ete, 
well-prepared information quickly. 

Berger compl eted his presentation 
by quoting guidelines for meeting 
the press composed by Robert C. 
Bynum of the University of Califor
nia at Davis, published in Making 
Your News Service More Effective by 
the Council for Advancement and Sup
port of Education, Washington, D.C. 
These points include the importance 
of knowing who the reporter is, and 
what paper he represents, and of 
commun i cating directly, face -to
face if possible. Use notes, to 
keep complicated answers consistent, 
and be sure that both the questions 
and the an swers are understood. Be 
willing to admit ignorance, and to 
help the reporter to other possible 
sources of information. Keep ans
wers brief, and avoid t.echnica1 jar:
gon ~nd facetious aniwers that may 
not seem funny in print . Finally, 
ass ume that anything said may end 
up '. :. print. 
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Bill Miles, of Central Michigan Uni 
versity's Clarke Historical Library, 
made it clear that radio and televi
sion both offer the Archives a much 
larger audience than the print media. 
The Clarke Library's experience with 
its 13 half- hour radio shows on Michi 
gan History fit the radio -TV program
ers' general preference for appeal to 
a broad audience. Programming for such 
an audience serves the dual public re
l ations function of advertising the 
Archives as a service oriented institu
tion and identifying (and welcoming) 
donations to that institution. 

It is important to remember that 
neither the radio nor the TV comes to 
us; when we have ~ news idea/event, we 
must take it- - in well thought out and 
p. epared form --to the producer. Whether 
the vehicle of contact is by telephone, 
in person or in pres s release form, the 
five w's (who, what, when, where and 
why) of information should always be 
included. 

A series of programs dealing with a 
collection is often seen as an effec
tive PR tool. The preparation, time 
and money involved here (any one of 
which could be a fatal stumbling block), 
however, often prohibits such ambitious 
efforts. The short "filler" or "spot 
an no u n cement " i s a 1 so av a i1 a b 1 e a n d e f
f e ct iv e. Such shorter encounters are 
often repeated frequently with cumula
tive positive results. 

Sister Celeste Rabaut concluded the 
session with a presentation on "Docum
ents and Exhibits," featuring the use 
of archival documents in small, infor 
mative and attractive displays. She 
suggested guidelines for choosing a 
topic and suitable documents and empha
sized the importance of prese n.i ~ g a 
message through the exhibit. She gave 
detailed guidance on the attractive pre
sentation of the exhibit, dealing with 
space, background, labels, and letter
ing. Sister Celeste recommended keep
ing a scrapbook of ideas, and acquir
ing a variety of materials from fish
line to blocks handy for use . Control
ling the environment, shielding documen
ts from harmful light and acid, and pre
venting theft and abuse are prime con-



MEDIA RELATIONS (cont) 

cerns of the archivist. 

Joseph 01 den burg, 
Suzanne Ste~l, Larry Hall, Mary Jo 
Pu-gh 

REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING, MAY 22, 
1979 

Martin Mclaughlin opened the busi 
ness meeting by expressing to the 
Sloan Museum staff the Association's 
gratitude for hosting the spring me
eting. The day's speakers and the 
program committee, consisting of 
David Johnson (chair), Larry Massey, 
Sister Mary Lucy McDonald, and David 
Horrocks, were congratulated for 
their presentation of an excellent 
program. A special thanks was ex
tended to Marg Long for handling the 
MAA display at the Local History Con
ference in Detroit this past April. 

DEATH OF DEAN COMBS - Mart announ
ced to the members that William H. 
Combs had died on April 6. Dean 
Combs had been the first archivist 
for the Michigan State University 
Archives and Historical Coll ections 
and had served as the director. He 
had also beer. one of the founders of 
~AA . Mart attended his funeral on 
behalf of MAA. At the request of 
the Executive Board, Wayne Mann had 
drawn up a resolution on behalf of 
the MAA honoring Dean Combs. The 
resolution was read and unanimously 
approved by the members. Secretary 
Honhart will present it to Mrs. Combs 
and children, Robert and Joan. 

NOMINATIONS - The report of the 
Nominations Committee (Patricia 
Hudson [chair], Suzanne Steel, and 
Patri cia Bartkows~i) was given by 
Pat Hud son. Valerie Browne, Archivist 
at the Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs, was the nominee for the three
year term on the Executive Committee; 
Frederick Honhart, Director of the 
Michigan State University Archives 
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and Historical Collect ions, was the no 
minee for the two -year term of Secretary
Treasurer. No nominations were _made 
from the floor, and each· was elected by 
unanimous vote. 

FALL MEETING - Mart announced that 
the fall meeting will be held at the 
Bentley Library in Ann Arbor on Tuesday, 
October 16, 1979. Members with sugge·s
tions on the program topic were_ invited 
to contact the program committee which 

. consists of David Horrocks (chair), 
May Davis Hill, George Tselos, and 
Douglas Bakken. 

SEMINAR - Sti ll in the planning sta
ges--:r5--a-5eminar for individuals who 
are in charge of manuscript or archival 
collections but who have no professional 
training. It will be sponsored either 
totally by MAA or jointly with another 
organization. Fall of 1979 is the tar-

_ get for holding the seminar . 
SECRETARY-TREAS URER'S REPORT - Fred 

Honhart reported that our current bala 
nce is $1 ,102.36 Paid membership, ex
cluding those received during the meet
ing, numbers 36. A change in bi lling 
for membership dues was explained. Janu 
ary l, as opposed to the spring meeting, 
is the due date. If dues have not been 
paid by the spring meeting, the delin 
quent member will be assessed a regis
tration fee if he/she attends the me
eting. 

An updated report of the Et hni c News 
papers and Periodicals in Michigan: A 
Checklist indicated that 69 copies have 
been sold and over 120 copies are on hand. 

Given the relative wealth o~our trea
sury , the membership was asked to sug
gest projects that it would like the MAA 
to undertake. One suggestion was to re
print, in part, technical or p~actical 
information emanating from papers read 
at MAA meetings; a second was to reprint 
the Records Appraisal publication. 

OPEN ENTRY - The expansion in size 
and the diversity of content is a direct 
result of more members taking the time 
to submit articles. Additional entries 
that Mary Jo Pugh suggested migJ1t be con
sidered for inclusion in future i ssues 
were a think piece about guides to archi
ves within Michigan and reviews of the 



REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING (cont) 

SAA manual s from the standpoint of 
practicing archivists. Since the 
newsl etter i s expanding in size, we 
might cons ider publishing OPEN ENTRY 
as a quarterly . Improvement of the 
phys ical format might also be con
sider ed . These suggest ion s will be 
presented to the Executive Board for 
di scuss ion. 

MODEL THEFT LAW - At the la st Exe
cutive Board meet ing a discussion 
ensued conce rning a model theft law 
for Mi chigan . Among the questions 
rai sed were : 1) Do we need such l egi 
lation? 2) If so, should the MAA 
sponsor it? 3) Or, should the MAA 
seek a co-sponso r of such legisla
tion? It wa s dec ided at the meeting 
to have a general discussion at the 
spring meet ing to obtain direction 
from the members hip. 

Fred Honhart, who ha s done back
ground study on the i ss ue , l ed the 
discussion. He explained that such a 
law would adopt features of shoplif
ting laws where by mere concea lment 
of a document is ground for a charge 
of theft. Apprehension of a suspect
ed thief need not be mad e outside of 
the building, as i s now the case. A 
s how of good faith in such an appre
hension would protect the archives 
and staff from li ability. 

A quest ion wa s posed concerning 
organizational spon sors hip of legi s
lation. It wa s suggested that rather 
than having the MAA act as sol e spon
sor, we might strongly consider seek
ing a co-sponso r such as the Mi chigan 
Library Association . In r esponse, 
Fred sai d that a state legi s lator, 
who ha s agreed to introduce l eg i sla 
tion, felt that a co-sponsor would 
be helpful . 

Another member suggested that if 
any l egis lation i s to be seriou sly 
considered by the lawmaker s, we would 
first have to document the rea l need 
for such l eg i slation in Michigan by 
compiling data on the extent of ar
chival theft in the sta t e . That 
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would necess itate ca ndid responses 
from the various archival agencies of 
their individual theft problems. 

Mary Jo Pugh moved that Mart appoi nt 
an ad-hoc committee to draft guidelines 
to invet igate the needs of a theft l aw, 
to work informally with other groups 
to r ece ive their opi nions , and to r e- · 
port back to the member ship at· the fa 11 
meeti ng . The motion wa s second ed and 
.passed unanimously . 

The meet ing adjourned at 3:30. 

Pat Hud son 

ORAL HI STORY MEE TING IN EAST LANSING 

The Nat ional Oral Hi story Wor shop and 
Colloquim will be held in East Lans ing 

"Thursday through Sunday, Oct. 25 - Oct. 
28 . The works hop, a two-day program pre
ced ing the Nat ional Colloquim, is desig
ned for newcomer s and a beg inning oral 
hi storia n. It features practical advice 
and informati on on every stage in the 
oral hi story process. The Colloquim 
begins on Friday, October 26 and fea
tures sess i ons on l abor hi story, loca l 
hi sto ry, radio programming, the inte
gration of ora l and vi sual sources, 
eco l og i ca l planning through or al hi sto
ry, description of oral hi sto ry co ll ec
tions amo ng others. 

A number of Michiganians are on the 
program--Philip Ma son, Pat Pilling, 
Geneva Wi skemann, Joyce Kornbluh and 
Lyn Goldfarb. Arthur Sc hle si nger, Jr . 
i s the keynote speaker. The pri ze win 
ning documentary Michigan film "With 
Banners and Babies: The Story of the 
Women' s Emergency Brigade" will be 
s hown . 

The f ees are $30 for the Works hop, 
$40 for the Colloquim and $50 fo r at
tendance at both. Write to Oral Hi s
tory Assoc i ation, Executive Secret ary, 
Box 13734 , N.T . Stat ion, Denton, Texas 
76203. 
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R I CHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

July 19, 1979 

Dear Colleagues: 
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LANSING 
.. ' --

M 1 CH I GAN 48918 

MI CH IGAN H'ISTORY DIV ISl.ON 

ADMINISTRATION. ARCHIVES, 
HISTORIC S ITES, AND PUBLICATIONS 
3423 N . Logan Street 
517-373--0510 

STATE MUSEUM 
505 N . Washington Avenue 
5 17-373--0515 

The success of MAA activities is dependent on the effort and hard 
work of individual rn~rnbers and their supporting institutions. The 
excellent spring meeting in Flint is a prime example of the result 
of such individual and institutional" cornrnittrnent. I want to pub
lically acknowledge the contributions of the program committee 
(Dave Johnson, Chairman, Larry Massie , Sister Mary Lucy McDonald), 
the local arrangements coordinator (Merle Perry) the speakers 
(Valerie Gerrard Browne, Joel Berger , Bill Miles and Sister Celeste 
Rabaut) , and the host institution (Alfred P. Sloan Jr. Museum). 
Many tt~~ks for a job well done. 

While the success of MAA activities is dependent on individual 
member comrnittment , the overall value of the organization to its 
members is dependent upon the amount of service which it can pro
vide to them. The MAA treasury has now reached a point where an 
increase in service is possible. During the corning year , the 
Executive Board will select new service options. Some ideas have 
already been put forth such as establishing a technical reference 
service or producing the newsletter on a quarterly basis. Other 
ideas are needed. What member services do you feel the MAA should 
provide? Please write to me or any member of the Board expressing 
your wishes . 

See you at the fall meeting at the Bentley Library. 

Sincerely , 
,... . . ,'1· ' \ .:._ . · ;! I...!- \ . : 

'-"ll;~-i.'~ ' 71(0-'tb~ ~~/ 
Martin McLaughlin, Pres~ent 
Michgian Archival Association 

MMcL:drn 

MH-69 ~11 



"THE LONE ARCHIVIST" 

This colurrm features cHscussions of 
the problems encounter>ed by CJ r>chi1n:sts 
who ar>e char>ged 1,1i th the task o:f 
oper>ating sma Z l ar·chi oes, munuscr1:p t 
collections, or> local histor>y col
lections. We encourage you to pose 
questions, offer comments, and share 
your successful or unsuccessful ex
periences. Send such communications 
to Pat Hudson, Monroe County Histori
cal Commission, l26 S. Monroe Street, 
Monroe, Michigan 48l6l ( ~)l.)) 242-
3374. 

A main objective in administering 
an archival program is to establish 
continuity and uniformity in policies 
and procedures. The instrument through 
which this can be effectively achi
eved is an operations manual. The 
purpose of such a manual is to cl ear
~ y state established policies and 
the procedures used to implement 
them. 

Not all archival institutions have 
an operations manual. However, for 
those of you who administer an archi
ves alone, one is imperative. The 
reason is twofold. First, constantly 
moving from one function to another 
is a way of life in a one-pe~son shop. 
Referring to the manua l is the best 
means of ensuring that each functio n 
is performed uniformly. Second, when 
your eventual successor enters the 
program, he/she must have specific 
guidelines to fol l ow if the program 
is to be consistent. 

The following are suggestions to 
consider when writing or updating 
your manual. Ul timate l y, the deci
sion of what to incl ude will depend 
upon your particular i nstitution. 

1) Present a statement of your 
policies regarding collecting, donor 
re l ations, researcher use, reference, 
finding aids, photocopying, etc. 
Since pol itices are the foundation 
of your program, state t hem accurate
ly and thoroughl y. 

2) List the steps taken in acces
sioning, processing, and storing col-
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lections. (Flow charts may be useful.) 
3) Outline the procedures for 

handling special collections such as 
maps, photographs; and oversized docu
ments. 

4) Explain the formats used for 
finding aids. If you have a card cata
log and use published sources as guides 
(suc h as Anglo-American Cataloguing 
Rules or Sears List of Subject Headings), 

.list t hem. 
5) Include copi es of al l forms used 

in your archives. 
6) Out l ine the procedures for pre

serving and restoring materials. If 
the work is done outside the institu
tion, indicate where. 

7) Discuss any responsibilities that 
fal l outside the realm of dai l y opera
~ i ons such as writing annual reports, 

· budget requests, and press releases. 
8) Compile a list of your suppliers 

of equipment along with t heir addres
ses and telephone numbers. 

9) Draw a floor plan of t he archives 
and identify the reading room, the work 
areas, and the various components of 
t he stacks. 

It is your responsibility to examine 
your program and to write or update an 
operations manual t hat wi ll accurately 
refl ect your policies and procedures. 
Once completed, you will have an in
valuable tool that will assist both 
you and your successors. 

Pat Hudson 

HATHAWAY CALLS FOR ASSISTANCE 

Richard Hathaway has completed the 
updati ng of the list of Michigan disser
tations first published i n 1975. The 
second edition will list dissertations 
completed through 1978. However, Dick 
needs assistance in completing the 
index for the second edition. Anyone 
wishing to assist with this project 
should call Dick at the Michigan Unit 
of the State Library, (517) 373-0938. 
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MICHIGAN NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM PROJECT 

In March of 1962 representatives of Michigan's largest libraries met to discuss 
means of preserving deteriorating newspapers and making them available for research. 
The Michigan Newspapers on Microfilm Project was formed at this meeting. The pur
pose of the project was to identify and locate extant files of newspapers published 
in Michigan, to preserve them on microfilm, to provide bibliographic access t0 them, 
and to make them fully available for research. The Michigan State Library agreed to 
house and administer the project, and the participating libraries resolved to con
tribute to a central fund to be used by the state library to purchase Michigan news 
papers on microfilm or commission newspapers to be filmed, make the film available 
on interlibrary loan, and supply catalog cards to each project member. 

During the first three years of the project, many of the major collections in 
the state and newspapers from over two-thirds of the counties were acquired. By 1966, 
however, it was realized that most of the newspaper files discovered would never be 
filmed by commercial companies and that the cost of having them filmed by the5e com
panies was prohibitive. Thus, in 1966, the Michigan State Library purchased its own 
camera, processor, and duplicator, and the project began its own filming program. 

Newspapers have since been acquire~ in three ways. First, files are brought to 
Lansing, filmed, and returned to the library or newspaper office. A copy is made for 
the local library and another copy i s placed in the project's collection. Second, 
files filmed at other location s in Michigan have been added to the collection. News
papers filmed at the Clarke Library at Central Michigan University, Western Michigan 
University Archives, Kalamazoo Public Library, Michigan Technological University Lib
rary, and the Osterlin Library at Northwestern Michigan College have made significant 
additions to the collection. Third, as they become available, microfilms .of Michigan 
newspapers are acquired from commercial companies or institutions such as the Library 
of Congress, the Minneso ta Historical Society, and the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin. 

The project ' s acquisit~ons have grown into a major research collection contain
ing over 600 newspaper runs from nearly 200 Michigan cities and villages. There are 
more than 30,000 reels of service (positive) and over 2,500 reels of master (negative) 
microfilm. The service films are in constant use at the state library and inter
library loan requests average at least thirty per week. To date, over $200,000 have 
been spent by the project; this does not include the administrative and maintence 
costs absorbed by the state library. 

Although the collection is mainly used by colleges and universities in Michigan, 
requests are coming increasingly from all parts of the United States and Canada. One 
of the reasons for the growing use of the collection is the bibliographic guide to 
the newspaper collection, Michi an ers on Microfilm. The first edition was 
published in 1969; the latest the appeared in February, 1973. Two supple-
ments have since been issued. 

Since the beginning of the project a few members have, because of their own fi
nancial constraints, withdrawn their support. This, combined with rapidly escalating 
microfilm costs, has significantly slowed the rate of filming and acquisition. Cur
rent members of the project are: Michigan State Library, University Library and the 
Bentley Historical Library of the University of Michigan, Wayne State University, 
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Detroit Public Library, Eastern Michgian University, and Western Michigan University. 
They contribute about $8.000 per year to the central fund. Thus. usually no more 
than three extensive runs and a few minor newspaper files can now be added annually. 

The criteria used for sel ecting newspapers to be filmed remains much the same 
as originally outlined fifteen years ago with emphasis on geographical coverage, age 
of newspaper, possibility of destruction, and "point of view" of the paper. The 
last criterion means that papers with an ethnic or "nontraditional" viewpoint are 
actively sought. 

The conversion of the bibliographic and holdings data to machine-readable format 
and consequent printing of a current list have been initiated but are progressing 
very slowly. While the necessary computer programs- have been written and l imited 
test runs performed, conversion of the data could, at the present rate, take at least 
one year. Concurrently, the state l ibrary continues to supply project members with 
catalog cards for all titles added to the project's collections. 

Although a national leader in the preservation of newspapers, the project con
tinues to operate at a very low "grassroots bootstrap" funding level and as each year 
goes by, the danger of irreplaceable collectionc being lost increases, while rising 
costs mean less can be accomplished. There are an estimated seventy major runs of 
newspapers in Michigan yet unfilmed. At.the present rate of filming, it will take 
at least twenty- five years to film these files. The project should also make avail
able to researchers copies of pertinent newspaper runs filmed elsewhere. By a rough 
estimate, $500,000 are needed to complete this phase of the project. 

Any comprehensive plan of preservation must also include plans to collect and 
film currently published newspapers, as wel l as issues published after the project 
started filming papers, as many as eleven years ago. Additional funds are needed for 
that phase. 

Obviously, alternative sources of funding must be found if the project is to 
reach its , objectives in any reasonable period of time. These objectives are, first, 
to conduct a new survey of Michigan libraries, newspaper offices, and other deposi
tories to discover newspapers remaining to be fi l med. The last such survey, done in 
1966, was . incomplete. Second, the newspaper list should be converted to a computeri
zed bibliographic data base which conforms to national standards--the present system 
does not. Third, a program is needed which will complete in a few years the micro
filming of remaining newspaper files. It is not necessary to complete one stage 
before going on to the next. Each can, as in the past, be pursued simultaneously. 

Richard J. Hathaway 
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SPOTLIGHT 

THE SISTERS, SERVANTS OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY ARCHIVES 

The A'rchives of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a 
collection which reflects the life and mission of the congregation and it is hou sed 
on the gro.und floor of the Motherhouse located in Monroe, Michigan. 

When the congregation was founded on Noven;iber 10, 1845, Monroe had been incor
porated as a city for eight years and had an estimated population of 2,500 per-sons. 
The Redemptorist priests were in charge of St. Mary Church (then known as St. Anthony 
Church) and Father Louis Florent Gillet, C.SS.R., was pastor. The priests served not 
only the people of Monroe but nine stations and and missions in southern Michtgan. 
Referring to the extent of his assignment Father Gillet commented on his need for a 
horse that cou ld run. One of Father Gillet's first and greatest concerns was the 
religious education of the children. At this period,despite legislative enactments, 
there was little real public education in Michigan or in other states. In his desire 
to establi sh a schoo l, Father Gillet tried to get Sisters from Europe but when this 
failed, he decided to form a congregation. Ar~angements were made for Theresa Maxis 
and Charlotte Shaaf to come from Baltimore, Maryland and Theresa Renauld from . Grosse 
Pointe, Michigan. The three met with Father Gillet on November 10, 1845 to form a 
new community , the Sisters of Providence. Two years later, on December 8, 1847, the 
name of the communi ty changed to Congregation of the Sisters, Servants of the Im
maculate Heart of Mary and the color of the habit was changed from black to blue. 

The archives records include materials by and about the founder and the Redemptor
ists who served in Monroe from 1844-1855. Because Father Gillet gave the Sisters a 
rul~ based on the Redemptorist Rule of St. Alphonsus de Liguori, the community has 
always been interested in Alphonsian spirituality and this is reflected in the records. 

Other records pertain to the history of the community; the development of the rule; 
Chapter minutes; minutes of the Council or governing group of the congregation; and 
minutes of the Corporation which is the legal body of the community. Papers of the 
General SYperiors include biographical material, correspondence, and communications to 
the community. Records of the first hundred years are meager. During this period the 
THM Sisters served almost exclusively in Michigan and only by exception did a Sister 
spend the summer away from the Motherhouse. This situation facilitated person to per
son commu ni cation. It was during Mother Teresa McGivney's administration (1942 -54 ) 
that the community expanded geographically by opening missions in Florida, Alabama, 
New Mexico, Ca li fornia, Minnesota and the first 11 foreign 11 mission in Puerto Rico. At 
this time the need for written communication and the availability of duplicating ma
chines facilitated the production of records. Consequently, the documents of one term 
of a Genera l Superior today may take more space than a 11 the r ecords of the General 
Superiors for the first hundred years. Of historical interest for the future are 
documents pertaining to the changes which have affected religiou s life since Vatican II. 

Another record group is the personal file of each Sister. When a Si ster · dies -0r 
departs from the congregation, all records in the active files are transferred to the 
archives. These records include the documents required at time of entrance, education
al records, information pertaining to status in religious life and a variety of material 
which may vary from Sister to Sister. At the present time, an effort is being made to 
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acquire current material pertaining to the activities of individual Sisters. The value 
of such material has become apparent by the obvious lack of documentation for those 
Sisters now deceased whose lives made great contributions to both the congregation 
and to society at large . 

Many of the questions which come to t l1 e archives from persons outside of the 
community are answered from the IHM Personnel Directories and the Chronicles. From 
1929 until 1960 the directory took the form of a list of parishes where the Sisters 
taught and under the name of each parish a li st of the Sisters assigned there for the 
school year. It is interesting to note how the changes engendered by Vatican II are 
reflected in the community directories. Today t~ere is an annual residence directory 
arranged by family name; a Province directory arranged by place of residence; an 
apostolate directory arranged by ministerial areas; and at irregular periods a pic
torial directory. Lists for 1855 (the first time Sisters lived outside of the 
Motherhouse) until 1929 were compi l ed by researching the Chronicles. 

From the time that the Sisters went on assignments beyond the Motherhouse , it has 
been a custom to write an annual report about the happening of the mission. There is 
great diversity in quantity and quality of the writing of these records, nevertheles s, 
in many instances, they are the only written rec r· ·d of events. Usually the Chronicles 
list the Sisters who were assigned to a mission, . changes in personnel during the year 
and frequently the reason for the change, the date of arrival and departure, and the 
visit of the Genera l Superior. At a later period, the records give the grade(s) 
taught by individual teachers, the number of boys and girls in each grade; the clas
ses for First Communion and Confirmation; the numbe~ and sometimes the names, of high 
school graduates. More detailed Chronicles give a chronological listing of events at 
a convent and at the school throughout the year. This type of record often is related 
to what is happening in the parish and in society. The Chronicles sometimes include 
copies of parish jubilee books, or a jubilee cel ebration of t he priesthood of the 
pastor. Often these memorial booklets have a sketch of the parish history. 

For over one hundred years the apostol ate of every IHM Sister was directly or 
indirectly related to education. It is, therefore, to be expected that the records 
relate to this ministry. In the 1860's the congregation adopted the St. Andre system 
of education developed in Belgium and based on the teaching of the French educator, 
Bishop Felix Antoine Dupanloup of Orleans. In the 1860 1 s the state was still in a 
formative stage of developing an education system. As time went on, the Sisters adap
ted courses and requirements for both students and teachers to conform with the state 
requirements, yet retained their own educational orientation. Adjustments were also 
made to cooperate with the developing parochial school systems in the various ~iocese 
of Michigan. In t he course of time, within the community, supervisors were appointed 
to consult with teachers at the elementary and high school levels, or in specific 
areas of expertise, e.g., science, humanities, fine arts, etc. In addition to teach
ing in the parochial schools, the community establi shed and conducted the following 
educational institutions: St. Mary Academy, Monroe (1845); the Hall of the Divine 
Child, Monroe (1918); Marygrove College, Detroit (established in 1910 at Monroe and 
moved to Detroit in 1928); Immaculata High School, Detroit (1941); Marian High School, 
Birmingham (1959); and Immaculate Heart of Mary High School, Westchester, Illinois 
(1960). 

The community response to the chall enge of Vatican II, "to examine the needs of 
the times, 11 is recorded in sc hool Chronicles which indicate new courses, greater re 
cognition of individual freedom, more opportunity for student participation in de-
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c1s1ons. Convent Chronicles reveal a less structured and more individualized life 
style among the Sisters. · The government of the community changed and Provinces were 
established~ The archives is a repository for Provincial record s . The field of 
ministry broadened beyond teaching .. Chronicles now report on the work of Sisters in 
Parish Ministry, Pastoral Ministry to the Sick and Aged, Hospital Pa storal Ministry, 
and . Ministries of Human Deve1 opment. The foreign mission work has expanded to Braz.fl, 
Uganda, Kenya, Grenada, Honduras and Ghana. 

The archives also has information in the format of audio -visual material s. A 
photograph collection and collections of reel -to- reel tapes, cassettes and slides are 
currently in process of development. 

At the present time the material in the collection i s arranged according to a 
basic plan of organization. Much work i s still to be accomplished before inventories 
and guides are available for the researcher. A policy statement is available on 
request and researchers may use the collection by appointment. 

Sister Celeste Rabaut 
Immaculate Heart of Mary,Archivist 

**************************************************************************************** 
ENERGY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS ON HEATING 
AND COOLING EXEMPTIONS 

According to the Chronicle for 
Higher Education (July 16, 1979) the 
Energy Department has responded to 
the heating and cooling requirements 
for the long term perservation of hi s
torical materials. "Many comments 
were received from museums , librar
ies, art preservation associations, 
and archival institutions stfongly 
urging exemption from the heating and 
co0ling restrictions where necessary 
to protect museum collections, lib
rary and archival collections, and 
historical collections and structu
res." 

"An express exemption has not been 
included," because the rules already 
provided exemptions where "special 
environmental conditions are required 
to protect 'materials. 111 That pro
vision was "intended to make avail
able exemptions when necessary to 
pres2rve such collections and struc
tures. " 

The report of the Study Committee 
on Libraries and Archives; Nat~onal 
Need s in Librari ·s and Archives Con-

servation emphasized that the "most 
important single measure that can be 
taken to protect record materfals is 
almost certainly to provide adequate 
environmental and storage conditions. " 
Archivists will have to balance energy 
needs and the needs of the material s 
we seek to preserve. 

CALENDAR 

Sept. 16-21 American As soc iation for 
State & Local History, Tucson. 

Sept. 25-28 Soc iety of Ameri'can 
Archivi sts, Chicago. 

Sept. 24 SAA Seminar on Historic 
Chicago Photographs, Chicago. 

Sept. 24-26 SAA Introductory Archival 
Seminar, Chicago. 

Oct. 4-6 Hi storical Society of Mi chi 
gan, Monroe. 

Oct. 16 MICHIGAN ARCHIVAL ASS OCIA
TION, ANN ARBOR. 

Oct. 25-28 Oral Hi story Assqciation, 
East Lansing. 

Nov. 1- 8 International Archives Week. 

Nov. 15- 19 White Hou se Conference on 
Library & Information Service, Wa s hing 
ton, D. C. 
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WI L LI AM H . COMBS 

William H. Combs died on April 6, 1979 at the age of 82. A member of the 
Michigan State University faculty since 1938, he spent his later years serving 
President John Hannah in a variety of major administrative positions. While 

· serving in these positions he became increasingly concerned about the care and 
preservation of the University's records. 

When he officially retired at the age of 70 in 1968, he was appointed 
University Archivist. Two years later,. the Historical Collections was merged 
with the University Archives to create one administrative unit. By the time 
of his death the MSU Archives and Historical Collections had become a vital 
and productive agency of the University which is used by an ever increasing 
number of researchers and donors. 

In addition to serving his own institution, Bill was active in both the 
Society of American Archivists and the Michigan Archival Association. He 
delivered a paper to the SAA in 1970 on the administrative positioning of 
archives in universities which still results in occasional inquiries from 
interested parties. 

A William H. Combs memorial fund for archival research at Michigan State 
University is being established at MSU. Anyone wishing to contribute may send 
donations to the Michigan State University Development Fund, William H. Combs 
Memorial Fund, 220 Nisbet Building, 1407 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing, Michigan 
48824. 
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NIWS FROM ~RCHIVES IN MI£HIGAN 

BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTLON, DETROIT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Accessions 

The Burton Collection has recently 
acquired three groups of material re
garding the early French fur trade in 
Detroit and the Old Northwest. The 
Toussant Pothier and Company Papers 
cover the years 1782- 1786 and com
prise 39 items including fur trade 
receipt s a ~ d accounts for goods ship
ped on British ships on the Great 
Lakes. 

T~e Northwest Fur Company Papers 
i nclude 23 contracts with voyageurs 
and cover the years 1801 - 1821. 

The Dufy- Desauniers Family Papers 
cover the period 1773 to 1806. The 
22 i tems in this collection include 
family letters and legal papers of 
two early French Detroit families. 

Activities 

Joe Oldenburg, Curator of Manu 
scripts, has recently chaired the 
Ford Homes Historic District Study 
Committee in Dearborn. The committee 
was appointed by the Dearborn City 
Council in December, 1978 to study 
and research the Ford Homes area in 
West Dearborn and determine if that 
area should be designated a local 
historic district. The committee 
filed its 450 page report with the 
Dearborn City Council on May 31 and 
the City Council designated the ford 
Homes Hi storical District on June 5, 
1979. ~he district is the fir s t de 
signated historic district in Dearborn. 

Joseph F. Oldenburg 

ALMA COLLEGE ARCHIVES 

The Alma College Archives has tap
ped a number of sources of documents 
duri ng the past year. Print and non -

print materials have come in from Admini 
strative offices, individual faculty, 
students and alumni. 

Among the several separate :groups 
of items coming from Alma's President 
Swanson (who is going through his file.s 
preparatory to his retirement next year) 
was a very thick notebook collection 
of items relating to his 1957 'Alma In
auguration. Three long- term faculty 
who have already retired were happy to 
leave their papers and records of ac
tivities with us this past year. In 
1976, our English Department's Jim 
Tipton edited The Third Coast: Contem
porary Michigan Poetry. Last Fall he 
deposited the work's manuscripts in 
the Archives. In the past decade or so 
the Alma College Community has seen a 
great deal of academic and administra
tive reorganization. The complete files 
of faculty and administration committees 
involved in that development were 
brought to the Archives. Last summer 
we had a change in College Controller. 
The new man saw a lot of inactive re
cords taking up needed space - so got 
to work cleaning house. Fortunately, 
he does have an eye for important re 
cords and an ear for the Archivist ' s 
advice----arld assistance. A mountain of 
g.ood records came from him. Four Fra
ternities and Sororities have seen the 
security value of placing their record s 
in the Archives. We received the minu 
tes of 1892- 1946 from one of the soci
eties. 

During the past couple of years, Dr. 
M.J.J. Smith, Chairman of our History 
Department, has received Grant support 
from the Gratiot County Board of Com
missioners and Alma College for an Oral 
History Project. The project is in 
pursuit of citizens ' memoirs relating 
to World War I, and Great Depression and 
World War II. From that continuing 
activity has come 40 tapes of interviews 
with Gratiot County and other Michigan 
persons. The tapes are housed in the 
Archives, and typists have begun the 
transcription of them. 



ALMA COLLEGE ARCHIVES (cont) 

Last summer's main task was to 
sort, identify and box all the photo
graphs that had been collecting for 
the past 90 years. That exhaustive 
job has already proven its worth by 
satisfying a number of reference re 
quests. This summer's job is similar: 
we have a slide display case now and 
need "only" to sort out the few 
thousand slides to be housed in it. 

The multifold benefit of identi
fying unknown persons in photos, 
spreading information about our 
Archives, and inviting contributions 
from our Alumni were all realized 
last Fall through a Photo- Identiffca 
tion Display table at Homecoming. 
No other display consistently had as 
many curious old grads hovering 
around it. The day ended with the 
Alma College Archives a clear PR 
winner. 

Larry Hall 

LENAWEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
ADRIAN, MICHIGAN 

The Lenawee County Historical 
Society is ·closed this year because 
it is moving into a building that is 
being renovated. 

The Society ha s received four 
diaries kept by F.J. Hough, Lenawee 
County sheriff, in the 1860' s and 
has discovered the papers, essays, 
poems and minutes of the Ogden Town
ship Moral and Literary Social 
Society, 1858-1876. 

Charles Lindquist 

ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

Ac ti viti es 
Frederick Honhart attended MAC in 

Chicago and presented a paper, "Ap
;:>ra~sal of Faculty Papers," at one 
of the sessions. The paper deals 
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with various collection criteria, es
tablishing these criteria and some of 
the problem that may be encountered 
when dealing with faculty papers. Di
rector Honhart also attended the 30th 
Annual Upper Peninsula Historical Con
ference at Marquette. Several staff 
members attended both the Local His 
tory Conference at Wayne State Uni 
versity and the spring MAA meeting in 

. Flint. 
The staff ha s completed the arrange

ment and finding aids for two large 
photographic collections. The Allan S. 
Thompson Photographic Collection has 
been copied from glass plate and ni
trate negatives onto safety film and 
an index to the collection is now avail
able (the work for this collection was 
f"nded by a NHPRC grant). The collec-

. tion is of people, events, scenes and 
businesses (primarily the Lansing 
Wheelbarrow Company) in the Lansing 
area at the turn of the century. Other 
pictorial ser ies deal with the visits 
of Pawnee Bill's Wild West Show, the 
Ringling Brothers Circus and Admiral 
George Dewey to Lansing. This collec
tion contains l ,873 copy negatives with 
prints of some negatives . The photo
graphs in the William and Edith Overlease 
Collection have also been arranged and 
indexed. This collect i on, 953 copy 
negatives with prints, deals with log
ging in Benzie County and the surroun
ding area at the turn of the century. 
Also included in the collection are 
some photographs of logging in Califor
nia and the Pacific Northwest. Aside 
from the primary activities entailed 
with logging, the collection also shows 
the peeling and transporting of hemlock 
bark (used in tanning leather), ginseng 
growina, fern collecting, and the tap
ping and boiling of maple syrup. The 
collection also contains a large number 
of identified individuals who lived and 
worked in the region. 

Accessions 
Several noteworthy additions have 

been made to both the University Archives 
and the Historical Collections. 

Among the additions to the University 



ARCHIVES AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY (cont) 

Archives are the Cooperative Exten
sion County Agent Reports (126 cubic 
feet) for the period 1919- 1978. These 
reports, s0me with photographs, detail 
the social, economic and agricultural 
conditions in rural Michigan. The 
Department of Geography has recently 
transferred over 100 cubic feet of 
aerial photographs. These photographs 
are primarily of the Mi·dwest, but 
photographs of the other states as 
well as some Pacific Islands are also 
contained in the collection. Another 
accession is the records of the 
training of West German Chiefs of 
Police at Michigan State during the 
early 1950's. The Archives has also 
received 16 cubic feet (100 reels) 
of 16mm football game films, 1957-
1970 (not every game for each season 
is present, however). Two students 
who travelled through the People's 
Republic of China in January, 1979 
have donated journals and reports of 
their experiences while in China; one 
student also donated 20 color slides 
of the trip. 

The pilot project for collecting 
documents relating to rural Michigan 
during the Great Depression has pro
duced a number of accessions. In 
addition to a number of collections 
of diaries, letters, journals and 
reminisce~ces of the Depression, the 
records of the Eaton Rapids Woolen 
Mills Company have also been obtained. 
The journals, account books and cor
respondence totaling six cubic feet 
give some indication of the company's 
financial condition in various time 
periods. 

Finally, the Michigan State Uni 
versity Archives-Historical Collec
tions has been designated as the of
ficial repository of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers - Michigan 
Section. To date 3.5 cubic feet of 
correspondence, minutes, newsletters 
and reports (1963-1977) have been 
transferred. 
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Per_~o~neU_hanges 

Dean William H. Combs resigned as 
director of the Michigan State Uni 
versity Archives - Historical Collection 
on February 28, 1979. Effect rl ve March 
l, 1979 the Board of Truste~s appointed 
Frederick Honhart director. 

Richard Harms 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN A;FFAIRS, 
WALTER P. REUTHER LIBRARY, WAYNE STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

Activities 

The Archives of Labor and Urban Af
fairs has received a grant from the Na 
tional Endowment for the Huma,nities to 
revise and update existing finding aids 
to more closely meet current Tesearch 
needs. Joan Rabins has been hired for 
two years to complete this project. In 
addition to archival training at Wayne 
State University, Joan has e~rned a 
Master of Arts degree from Columbia 
University in Middle Eastern history 
and completed coursework toward a Ph.D. 
in American intellectual history at the 
University of Wisconsin. 

The Michigan Council for the Humani 
ties has awarded the Archives of Labor 
and Urban Affairs with a grant for a 
two-part program for the International 
Year of the Child. Exhibited in the 
Reuther Li bra ry will be "Children in 
Bondage," a collection of Lewis Hine 
photographs on child labor frDm the 
Smithsonian Institution. In addition, 
a one-day conference, "Work and Lei sure 
in the Lives of Children arid Youth," 
will be held in October. 

On July 12-13, 1979, the Reuther 
Library will host the Society of Ameri 
can Archivists ' Advanced Seminar on 
Security. Contact the Society of Ameri 
can Archivists for details. 

The final report of the NHPRC grant 
to study grievance files is now avail 
able. To request a copy, write to Warner 
Pflug, Reuther Library, Wayne State 
University, Detroit, Michigan 48202. 



ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, 
WALTER P. REUTHER LIBRARY, WAYNE STATE 
UNIVERSITY (cont) 

Currently ·on display at the Reuther 
Library is "Preservation Wayne," an 
exhibit relating to the history of 
Wayne State University and the efforts 
underway to preserve historic buildings 
on campus. A display of Michigan folk 
art preceded the present exhibit. 

In recent months the Reuther Library 
has hosted a variety of groups. Among 
them were the U.S. President's Com
mission on the Year of the Child, 
labor educators from Sweden and fro~ 
the Soviet Union, and the Local His 
tory Conference reception following 
the Henry Brown Memorial Lecture. 

Carrolyn Davis joined the staff 
in March. Her primary area of respon
sibility is the Archives' Library. 
Prior to coming to the Archives, 
Carrolyn was a librarian for Shaw 
College in Detroit. 

Patricia Painter was appointed to 
the new Archivist I position in May. 
Pat was formerly a technician and 
instructional assistant for the ar
chival administration program here. 
Among her duties is the coordi'nation 
of the Wayne State University archival 
education program. 

The staff has been engaged in nu 
merous activities. Dione Miles is 
preparing a comprehensive bibliography 
of all types of material relating to 
the Industrial Workers of the World 
from 1905 to present. Philip Mason 
has received a new joint appointment 
as co-director of the Institute of 
Labor and Industrial Relations of 
Wayne State University and the Uni 
versity of Michigan. Patricia 
Bartkowski chaired the Program Com
mittee for the Midwest Archives Con
ference Spring Meeting at which 
Warner Pflug, Margery Long, and 
Valerie Gerrard Browne from the staff 
delivered papers. Warner Pflug ad
dressed the Atlanta meeting of the 
South Atlantic Archives and Records 
Conference on the subject of security, 
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and Valerie Gerrard Browne was elected 
to the MAC Nominating Committee and to 
the MAA Executive Board in addition to 
giving a paper at the MAA Spring meet 
ing. 

Accessions 

The Michigan Farmworker Ministry 
Coa l ition recently deposited with the 
Archiv~s of Labor and Urban Affairs the 
files of its predecessor organization, 
the Michigan Migrant Ministry. Begun 
nationally in 1920 and in Michigan in 
1940, the Mintstry was extensively re
organized in the early 1960's and again 
in 1972 when the name Michigan Farm
worker Ministry was adopted. Its goals 
were to help the migrant population 
through promotion of democratic organi
zation for self-help, educational work, 
child care, encouragement of social 
acceptance of the migrant by variou s 
communities, and lobbying for protec
tive legislation. The Ministry also 
supported United Farm Worker boycott 
activities. Some 30 linear feet of 
files from the mid -1960's to the mid-
1970's contain minutes of meetings, 
newsletters and informational mailings, 
correspondence, leaflets, workshop ma
terials and research files on such pro
blems as migrant housing and health. 

United Auto Workers Local 3: Repre
senting workers at the hugh "Dodge Main" 
plant in Hamtramck, Local 3 was one of 
the early locals of the United Auto 
Workers. Unable to obtain sol~ collec
tive bargaining rights from Chrysler 
Corporation, the Dodge workers began a 
"sit- down" stike in early March, 1937, 
which ultimately succeeded in gaining 
them a contract. Efforts by the com
pany to break the union in 1939 with a 
"lockout" failed and the union became 
solidly established, maintaining a tra
dition of militancy during much of its 
history. For many years, much of the 
membership of Local 3 was of Polish 
background reflecting the ethnic com
position of the Hamtramck community. 
In recent years, as the Black population 
of Detroit grew, so did the proportion 
of Black membership of Local 3. At this 



ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, 
WALTER P. REUTHER LIBRARY, WAYNE STATE 
UNIVERSITY (cont) 

point, the future existence of the 
Local and the workers' livelihood 
has been threatened by a company de
cision to close the "Dodge Main" 
plant as uneconomical. The collec
tion presently contains about 30 li 
near feet of material, of which 
about one-f0urth dates from the years 
1939- 1946 and most of the remainder 
from 1951 and 1952. Included among 
the documents are officers' corres
pondence, grievances, financial re
ports, and subject files of the Edu
cational Committee containing materi 
al on labor activities both within 
and outside the union local. 

United Auto Workers Women's Auxi 
liary: This collection wa s presented 
to the Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs in February~ 1979, by the 
UAW Women's Department. The Auxili 
ary was established in 1936 to help 
enlist the spouses of UAW members 
in support of the union and various 
causes promoted by the union. Its 
activities ranged from strike sup
port to political lobbying in the 
realm of women's and minorities' 
rights and consumer matters to social 
affairs. In 1971, upon the retire
ment of its long - time International 
Representat]ve, Catherine Gelles, 
the functions of the Women's Auxi 
liaries were transferred to the 
Women's Department for continuation. 
There are four linear feet of papers 
covering the years 1940 to 1975. 
The material includes numerous con
ference proceedings, topical reports, 
correspohdence of the international 
representative, reports from bran 
ches, and newsletters. 

Other News Notes 

As the new book review editor of 
the Midwestern Archivist, Warner 
Pflug welcomes suggestions for books 
to review and people to review them. 

Plans are underway for Margery 
Long, audio-visual archivist of the 
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Reuther Library, to teach a course at 
Wayne State University on the care ahd 
critical use of photographs. Part of 
the archival administration curriculum, 
the course will be offered for the first 
time during the winter or sprin~ quarter 
of the 1979-1980 academic year. Con
tact Margery Long or Patricia Painter 
at the Reuther Library for deta~ls. 

Valerie Gerrard Browne 

GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

Accessions 
In recent months President Ford has 

donated twelve cubic feet of his 1977 
correspondence, 129 notebooks contain
ing contact prints of all photographs 
taken by the White Hayse photographers, 
1974- 1977; one cubic foot of personal 
papers and publications, 1945- 1977; and 
twenty gifts for inclusion in the mu
seum collection. In addition the lib
rary has accessioned 22 cubic feet of 
Betty Ford papers concerning her activi
ties and interests, 1973-1977. 

Two of Ford's former press secretari
es have also donated their papers to the 
library. Paul Miltich, who served as 
press secretary, 1966-1974, and as an 
assistant press secretary after Ford 
succeeded to the Presidency, donated 
three cubic feet of his personal papers 
covering the years 1974 to 1977. Ron 
Nessen, who served as press secretary 
to President Ford from September 1974 
to January 1977, has given approximately 
130 cubic feet of papers covering all 
aspects of the White House press opera
tion. 

Activities 
In the middle of June in ceremonies 

six days apart, President Gerald Ford 
participated in a grounbreaking for his 
museum in Grand Rapids and laid the cor
nerstone for his library in Ann Arbor. 
At the former ceremony, Governor William 
Milliken wa s a featured speaker along 
with Ford. Upwards of 2,000 people at 
tended. The projected completion date 
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GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY (cont) 

for the museum is summer of 1981. At 
the University of Michigan campus, 
Ford again spoke, along with the ac
ting president of the school. Allen 
Smith. Three hundred attended. Ford 
announced th~t $8.4 million has been 
raised for the joi:nt library-museum 
project, with $1.5 million still 
needed. Construction of the library 
began last January and is expected 
to be completed by late summer next 
year. 

William McNitt 

GRAND RAPIDS 

Gordon Olson, formerly assistant 
of the Grand Rapids Public Museum 
has become historian and archi.vi st 
for the City of Grand Rapids. 

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 
AND REGIONAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS 

Publications 
Western Michigan University Ar

chives and Regional History Collec
tions has begun publishing an oc
casional newsletter, "News from the 
Arc." The editor is Ina Kelley. The 
first issue, March 1979, features an 
article on the many uses of census 
records and the life and times of 
Hugh D. Studabaker as shown in his 
diaries of 40 years. Also included 
are notes on new accessions and ac
tivities. 

Activities 
From time to time, the Arcnives 

offers special work.s.hops and classes 
open to anyone in the community who 
wants to learn more about the his
tory and culture of this area. The 
most recent class was "Forgotten In-
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dustries of Kalamazoo." This three 
session non-credit seminar examined 
Kalamazoo's infant industries from the 
1830 into the twentieth century. Par
ticipants learned the secrets of the 
"IXL" and the "Bevans Surprise." Other 
topics discussed were tne making of cor
sets, cigars, paper and pharmaceutical 
products as well as ag~icultural indus
trie.s such as mint, wheat and eel ery 
growtng. Included were many interes~ 
ting artifacts from the period and 
slides. Tne class was a joint effort 
by John Houdek, Assistant Professor of 
Agriculture; Peter Schmitt, Faculty As
sociate for Arcnives and Regional His
tory; and Larry Massie, Assistant Di
rector, Archives. 

·AccessiOns 
. Another 150 letters have been added 

to the Nellie Tayloe Ross papers. Mrs. 
Ross was the first woman governor in the 
United States. She was elected Govern
or of Wyoming in 1924 succeeding her 
husband, William B. Ross who died in of
fice. She was later Director of the 
U.S. Mint from 1933 to 1953. The 450 
letters cover the period from 1903 
through 1972 and include letters from 
other family members. Mrs. Ross died 
in 1977 at the age of 101. 

The Kalamazoo Chapter of the Busi
ness and Professional Women's Club has 
placed on deposit its records dating 
from 1920-1977. The collection contains 
eight Hollinger boxes with secretary's 
reports, financial papers, annual re
ports, histories of the Chapter and 
scrapbooks of newspaper clippings. This 
is of special note to anyone interested 
in women's history. 

A recent prized acquisition is a col-
1 ection of 115 glass plate negatives da
ting 1899-1910. The amateur photograph
er was Lee S. Wells who lived in Indian
apolis and Chicago. Recorded by the 
camera's eye are family groups and neigh
borhood scenes. 



MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

Activities 

A major exhibition on the politi
ca l career of Gera ld R. Ford will be 
on display through the summer. The 
exhibition was organized by May Davis 
Hill to coincide with the ceremony 
laying t he cornerstone at the Gerald 
R. Ford Presidential Library in June. 
The ex hibition comprises photographs 
and other items from Ford Congres
s ional materia l s sti ll at the Michi 
gan Hi storical Collections and from 
the Gerald R. Ford Col l ection at the 
National Archives. Documents in the 
exhibit show the hi story of Ford's 
decision to deposit hi s Congression
al papers at the University. The 
first letter i s dated March 13, 1964. 
The documents were sel ected and ar
ranged by Mar ilyn Mun sell McNitt. 

Sources for the Study of Migra
tion and Ethnicity, edited by Francis 
X. Blouin, Jr. and Robert M. Warner 
will be published in August. The 
340 page volume will report the re 
sult s of a survey of ethnic related 
material s funded by an NEH grant. 
The cost will be $6.50. 

The Mi chigan Hi storical Coll ec
tions baseball team decisively de
feated a team from the Department of 
Mu sico logy in May. Michigan Histori 
ca l Collections' staff are wearing 
new T-shirts--with the logo MICHIGAN 
HYSTER ICAL COLLECTIONS/BENTLEY HIS
TORICAL LIBRARY. 

Fran Blouin wa s appointed assis
tant professor of library sc ience. 
He also will begin designing a re
co rd s management program for the 
University of Mi chigan this summer. 

Accessions 

The Mi chigan Hi storical Collec
tions ha s received many col l ections 
within the last year. Two of these 
co llect ion s are of special interest-
the Post family papers and the John 
Sinclair papers. 
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The Post family papers are primari 
ly those of C. W. Post, founder of the 
Postum Cerea l Company in Battle Creek, 
which later became part of General Fo
ods, and his daughter, Marjorie •Merri 
weather Post, famous l eader of Wash 
ington society. C.W. Post's papers de
tail the career of an advertising ge
nius who held very strong beliefs on 
subjects like health foods and the im
portance of the free enterprise ~system. 
Post was an extreme individualist, a 

· man who created a cerea l empire and be
came a multimillionaire. The papers 
and scrapbooks of Marjorie Merriweather 
Post highli ght a long and colorful life 
of over half a century in American high 
society. 

The papers of John Sinclair, influ 
encial activist of the 1960' s and early 
1970's are a unique addition to the 
Bentley Library, The l arge coll ection 

. 
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. will present a very complete behind- the
scenes look at radical politics and also 
various aspects of what is frequently 
termed the counter-culture in American 
society from ca. 1965-74. Sinclair was 
an important national figure in radical 
politics and jazz and rock promotion, 
and received wide media attention for 
his impri sonment on a marijuana viola
tion. His lengthy and revealing prison 
letters detail Sinc lair' s involvement 
with many political issues, especially 
prison and drug reform. 

Both sets of papers are currentl y be
ing cata l oged and sorted. The C.W. Post 
family papers will be availabl e for re
search in January of 1980, and the John 
Sinclair papers will be ready by the 
end of the year. 

Other accessions include correspon
dence, diaries, and printed materials, 
1863-191 5, of Alfred Nobl e, civil engine
er concerned with bridge and canal pro
jects, consultant engineer in the plan 
ning and construction of the Panama Can
al; papers, 1935-1960 of Edward W. Mill, 
administrator on Philippine affairs with 
the United States Department of State; 
additions to the papers, 1931 -1978, of 
Jack A. Van Coevering, naturalist and 
outdoor writer for the Detroit Free 
Press; files, 1955-1976, of James 0' Hara, 
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Democratic congressman and chairman 
of the party 1s Commission on Rules, 
1969-1972; records of Esquire Maga
zine, 1933-1977, including manuscri 
pts of published articles and poetry, 
research and legal notes, correspon
dence with authors, and letters to 
the editor; ,papers collected by Hazel 
Littlefield Smith, 1865-1960, con
cerning in part her life as a mis 
sionary in China; papers, 1930-1966, 
of Regina Hay, Republi can national 
committeewoman, and secretary of the 
1948 Republican National Convention; 
diaries, 1898-1900, of William Atwood, 
army quartermaster sergeant in Cuba 
and the Philippine Islands during the 
Spanish-American War; papers, 1925-
1962, of William Haber, University of 
Michigan professor, labor economist, 
and board member with Jewish organi
zations, concerning in part his work 
as Michigan Emergency Relief Admini 
strator during the depression; re
cords, 1873-1923, on microfilm of 
Udvandrerarkivet (Danes Worldwide 
Archives), concerning immigration of 
Danes to the United States as reflec
ted in letters, journals, and family 
histories; papers, 1925- 1966, of 
Donald S. Leonard, head of the Michi 
gan state police and Republican gu
bernatorial candidate in the 1950 1s; 
and congressional files, 1959-1976, 
of Philip A. Hart, Democratic sena
tor from Michigan. 

Mary Jo Pugh 

THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS 

Archivists Re-discover Giant Draw
ings by Rivera for His Detroit 
Frescoes 

Carefu lly rolled and wrapped in 
plain brown paper 46 years ago, then 
stored in the mu seum 1s basement and 
forgotten through Depression, wars 
and hard times, giant drawings ere-
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ated by Diego Rivera for his world
famous "Detroit Industry 11 frescoes 
have been re-discovered by archivists 
of the Detroit Institute of Arts. 

The giant "cartoons," nine feet 
wide, 26 feet long, 13 sets of draw
ings in a 11 , were shown to press, pub-
1 i c and scholars on June 19. Nearly 
a quarter of an acre of floor space in 
the museum 1s North Court was required 
for the display. 

Rivera composed the drawings in 
charcoal and pastel chalks in 1932 to 
guide him through the vast concepts 
envisioned for the wet plaster of the 
four walls of the inner fountain court 
in the museum 1s Main building. They 
represent about a third of the final 
design. 

In a set of 1932- 1933 documentary 
photographs of the fresco project, the 
cartoons appear on display in the mu 
seum1 s temporary exhibition galleries. 
Interviews with Rivera 1s assistants 
and former museum staff turned up only 
vague recollections of large drawings. 
A preliminary search for them was made. 
Since no drawings related to the fres 
coes were on record in the museum files, 
the size, number and location of them 
was left to guess work. No drawings 
were found in the museum for "The Rouge" 
exhibition in August, 1978. 

Meanwhile, the museum had ·establish
ed its own archives to gather and or
ganize files and documentary materials 
related to its over 90-year history. 
In one set of files, letters dated 1933 
between Clyde Burroughs (Administrator 
of ' the museum) and Diego Rivera were 
found. In these l etters Burroughs wrote 
to Rivera (who was then in New York 
working on the Rockefeller murals) and 
asked if the museum might keep the pre-
1 iminary drawings. Rivera responded 
and made a gift of them to the museum. 
These l etters formed the first tangible 
proof that the cartoons were left to 
the museum. 

Once these l etters were found, the 
museum archivists were asked to continue 
the search started a year before. Their 
search took them into storage areas con
taining uninventoried objects such as 



DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS (cont) 

office furniture, building sup
plies and exhibition installation 
materials. It was in one of these 
storage areas that six rolls of 
carefully wrapped drawings, 91 high, 
were found. 

Archivist Marilyn Ghausi describ
ed her find. "The Rivera cartoons 
were actually discovered on April 25, 
when in the course of looking for ad
ditional architectural records of 
the building, I searched a dimly lit 
corner of storage 11 L11 in the old part 
of the Museum. A number of rolls, 
the size and shape of rolls of lino
leum were completely wrapped in Kraft 
brown paper (dusty) and stacked in 
the corner. On a table was a shor
ter roll, similarly wrapped. There 
were no markings on the outer paper. 
I became curious about the smaller 
roll because its consistency was 
too hard for architectural drawings, 
and I unwrapped it. The outer sur
face of the roll was unmarked. It 
resembled a light weight cardboard. 
I unrolled a few inches of the roll 
and observed some charcoal drawing 
which seemed very fresh. At this 
point I had thought of the Rivera 
drawings but I felt that it was 
necessary to examine a larger roll 
and to obtain more information. 
Since the larger roll was too heavy 
I postponed seeing it until I could 
obtain some help. 

On April 26, at approximately 
11 :30 a.m. I returned to storage 11 L11 

and showed the rolls to Ernie 
McMillan who assisted me in unwrap
ping a large roll. As we unrolled 
it, it became obvious that the ochre 
and black charcoal drawings were 
related to the Rivera Court frescoes. 
I asked Ernie if they had been in 
storage for a long time and he con
firmed this. The strength and 
quality of the drawings were so dis
tinctive that I felt sure that these 
must be the cartoons." 

Soon after, they were taken to 
the North Court and unrolled. For 
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the first time in 46 years Rivera's 
drawings saw the light of day. Word 
spread quickly throughout the staff. 
who stopped work to view the unrolling. 
Staff members huddled around the bal
conies of the court in amazement to 
see the giant figures of the black, 
American Indian, white and oriental 
races appear. As each section of the 
drawings was pieced together, cheers 
and applause welled up from the staff. 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 
ARCHIVES 

The MTU Archives has received five 
cubic feet of records from the former 
library director. Michael Krenitsky 
came to MTU in 1961 and was responsible 
for gathering the library collection 
and moving into present day facilities. 

. Included in the files are library com
mittee minutes, architectural drawings, 
and the correspondence of Madelein 
Gibson, former chief librarian. 

. ' ~ . . 

From the office of the MTU president, 
11 cubic feet of records was transferred 
to the Archives. These files consist 
primarily of correspondence from former 
President Grover Dillman, 1935-1956. 

Activities 

During last winter 1 s record snowfall , 
MTU's 11 new 11 archivist, Theresa Sanderson 
Spence, met many Copper Country resi
dents and University personnel. Ms. 
Spence took this opportunity to become 
familiar with the area and its history. 

Activities Within the Archives 
A new accession system was adopted 

for all materials received since Janu
ary l, 1979. This system is designed 
to document new acquisitions and im
prove retrieval of materials. 

Two very able student assistants, 
Elizabeth Tepsa and Sharon Stoyack, left 
the Archives upon graduation. These va
cancies will be filled by a part-time 
clerk. 

In addition to local activities, Ms. 
Spence attended the MAC, MAA, and the 
Upper Peninsula History conferences. 
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STATE ARCHIVES 
MICHIGAN HISTORICAL DIVISION 

Accessions 
The manuscript census of Michigan 

(1880 Schedule l) is now at the State 
Archives. The records had been at 
the University of Pittsburg since 
NARS released them after completion 
of its microfilm project. When the 
University announced that i~ could no 
longer house the records,arrangements 
were made for the immediate t~ansfer 
to Michigan. 

Activities · 
LeRoy Barnett gave a speech on his

torical maps at the Local History 
Conference, Wayne State University. 
The conference was also attended by 
Mart MclaugKlin and John Curry. John 
recently assumed the position of photo 
archivist in the State Archives. Dave 
Johnson made & pre~entation on records 
management at ·~ he May Midwest Archives 
Conference meeting in Chicago. Dave 
Olson participated in a document con
servation workshop at Grand Valley 
State College. Finally, Dave Olson 
and Mart Mclaughlin attended the SAA 
seminar on security at the Reuther 
Library. 

Martin Mclaughlin 

BOOK NOTES***BOOK NOTES***BOOK NOTES 

In November, 1978, the National 
Conservation Advisory Council publi
shed its Report of the Study Commit
tee on Libraries and Archives: Nation
al Needs in Libraries and Archives 
Conservation. The report represents 
an effort to identify and describe 
conservation problems that pertain to 
libraries and archives. Its princi
ple objective is to identify the con
servation problems that especially 
pertain to libraries and archives. 
The report concludes with seven re
commendations for future actions that 
could begin to alleviate some of the 
problems described. 

Philip Mason of the Reuther Library 
is. a member of the Study Committee and 
the report is directly of interest to 
archivists. The report may be ordered 
from the National Conservation Advisory 
Council, C/0 David Shute. Executive Di
rector, A & I 2225, Smithsonian Insti
tution, Washington, D.C. 20560. 

Working Womenroots: An Oral History 
Primer by Debra Bernhardt. Joyce L. 
Kt>rnbluh and M. Brady Mikusko, editors, 
$2.50 from Institute of Labor and Indus
trial Relations, the University of Michi
gan--Wayne State University, Ann Arbor, 
MI 48109, 74 pages, illus. 

The primer is an outgrowth of the oral 
history project 'The Twentieth Century 
Trade Union Woman: Vehicle for Social 
Change'which has been conducted for the 
paJt three years by the Program on Women 
apd Work at the Institute of Labor and 
Industrial Relations at the University 
of Michigan. Debra Bernhardt, a former 
member of the MAA wrote the major portion 
of the booklet on doing oral history. 
Appendices include sample forms, biblio
graphies, and lists of historical agen
cies .. 

**************************************** 

OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the Mi
chigan Archival Association, appearing 
in the summer and winter. Contribu
tions are welcome. Editors are Mary Jo 
Pugh, Michigan Historical Collections, 
Bentley Historical Library, 1150 Beal 
Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48199, and 
Pat Hudson, Monroe County Historical 
Commission, 126 South Monroe Street, 
Monroe, Michigan 48161. Assistant, 
Diane Hatfield. Deadline for the 
winter issue will be January 11, 1980. 

**************************************** 


