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MAA TO MEET JOINTLY WITH MAC FOR FALL 
MEETING 

Plans are well underway fo~ the 
Fall meeting of the Midwest Archives 
Conference to be held November 18-20 
in Ann Arbor. The Program Committee 
has arranged a varied and informative 
series of sessions which promise 
something for all participants, what-
ever their background.and interest. 
The Local Arrangements Committee has 
obtained the use of congenial meeting 
sites, both at the centrally-located 
conference hotel, the Campus Inn, and 
at various archives at the University 
of Michigan. Local Arrangements has 
also planned a group of special 
events for the enjoyment of confer-,• 
ence participants. 

The highlight of the program 
will undoubtedly be an address at 
the plenary meeting of the conference 
by Dr. Robert M. Warner, Archivist of 
the United States, and long time mem-
ber of the Michigan Archival Associa-
tion. Another session of particular 
interest will be a discussion of the 
implementation of advanced disaster 
planning. On December 24-25 the U-M 
Economics Building was gutted by an 
arsonist's torch. The fire affected 
University records, a departmental 
library and individual faculty 
members' papers. The problems in-
volved in taking a plan off the shelf 
and implementing it in an actual 
crisis will be the focus of the 
session. 

Also of interest to MAA mem-
bers will be a session on sources 
in Michigan archives. Pat Hudson 
will chair the session with Dick 
Harms of Michigan State University 
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discussing resources for the study of 
lumbering; Di Miles of the Walter 
Reuther Library discussing labor 
records, and Lawrence Ziewacz of 
Michigan State University speaking 
about resources for political re-
search. 

Other sessions will focus on new 
concerns regarding post-~ixon presi-
dential materials, appraisal of county 
records, political lobbying, and the 
establishment of Native American 
archives. The meeting will also off..., 
er sessions on andient archives 
(utilizing U-M's extensive papyri 
collection), archives and the law, 
the relationship between elderly :. 
donors and the psychology of dying and 
death, the depositing of official 
church records in secular institutions, 
management of machine-readable records, 
working with maps, the use of trial 
records as historical sources. MAC's 
Education Committee will offer limited 
enrollment workshops on computers. 

The program will afford partici-
pants the opportunity to visit several 
archives. Sessions held Friday, November 
19 will take place at the Gerald R. 
Ford Library and the Bentley Historical 
Library, which, with the MAA are 
co-hosts of the meeting. Chartered 
shuttle busses will take individuals 
from the hotel directly to the neigh-
boring libraries on the University 
of Michigan's North Campus. Sessions 
planned for Saturday, November 20, will 
be held in the William L. Clements 
Library and the Rare Book Room of the 
Harlan H. Hatcher Graduate Library. 
These two institutions are located 
next to each other on U-M's Central 
Campus, a short walk from the Campus 
Inn. Free parking will be available 



at the Ford Library. 

Special events planned for the 
conference include receptions on 
Thursday and Friday, as well as 
restaurant tours. Thursday night 
a.t.tendees will. meet .irL .the. stylish 
collegiate setting of the Michigan 
League to enjoy hors d'ouevres, a 
cash bar and a jazz piano player. 
Prior to sessions on Friday morning, 
the Bentley Library will hold a 
coffee hour, and following a full 
day of papers and workshops the Ford 
Library will host a reception for 
the meeting's participants. After 
the Ford Library reception, local 
bon vivants will lead restaurant 
tours for those interested in tast-
ing the varied fare of local eateries. 

MAA members will receive regis-
tration information in early October. 
Deadline for registration is November 
1. This joint meeting offers MAA 
members a particularly attractive 
and rewarding fall meeting. 

SAA -, 82: AN ANNUAL MEETING PREVIEW 

Participants in SAA's 46th 
annual meeting, October 18-22, are 
lucky people: They will be spending 
four days in Boston, one of this 
country's most beautiful cities. And 
they will be there when the fall 
colors are at their most brilliant. 
There is something special about 
autumn in New England. 

~nd there are a lot of special 
things about Boston and SAA '82. 
First, there is the program. Eighty 
five sessions and workshops, demon-
strations, open houses, tours, recep-
tions, and banquets are only some of 
what this year's program offers meet-
ing participants. Five core sessions 
will provide a chance for thoughtful 
examination of the archival profession 
and the environment in which archivists 
work. Titles of core sessions are: 
"Cooperation and Coordination Among 
Allied Disciplines and Professions;" 
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"Collection Management Strategies;" 
"Responding to the Technological Age;" 
"Archives Administration from a User's 
Point of View;" and "Summary, Analysis, 
and Beyond." The final session will 
seek to draw together the implications 
of the other four. Abstracts of the 
papers will be included in registra~ 
tion packets. 

Several workshops and sessions 
will focus on the subject of planning. 
The introductory workshop, "Planning as 
a Concept and Method," will be offered 
twice with unlimited enrollment. Two 
other sessions will build on the sub-
jects covered in the introductory 
workshop. "Planning Strategies for 
Institutions" and "Planning Strategies 
for Projects" will discuss the use of 
pl.anning techniques with illustrations 
from specific repositories and projects. 

The remainder of the sessions 
and workshops reflect the diverse 
interests of SAA's membership. Topics 
include "Archival Life in Single-
Person Repositories;" "Appraising 
Case Files;" "Archives of Religious 
Institutions: Internal or External?" 
"Establishing an In-house Preservation 
Program;" "Yankee Cities: Aspects of 
the Personal in Urban New England;" 
"Automated Access to Visual Materials;" 
"Uses of Archival Statistics as a 
Professional Tool;" "Business Arahives 
in Three Nat ions;" and "Can I Take It 
Off My Taxes?" 

Another special aspect of SAA '82 
is Boston itself. Meeting participants 
will have the opportunity to see the 
Kennedy Library, Faneuil Hall, and 
Quincy Market in conjunction with 
program activities. In addition, the 
Local Arrangements Committee is 
making a special effort to introduce 
convention attendees to the variety of 
archival and manuscript repositories 
in the Boston area. A handy reference 
guide is being prepared that will pro-
vide basic information for those hoping 
to combine their meeting activities 
with on-site visits to institutions 
of special interest to them. The guide 
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will direct users to the facility 
and furnish hours of operation along 
with a brief description of holdings. 
Over 70 facilities within the metro-
politan Boston area will be listed, 
the majority easily accessible by 
public transportation. Guides will 
be included in registration packets. 
A limited number of advance copies 
will be available upon request after 
September 15 from Mark Duffy, 
Espiscopal Diocese of Massachusetts, 
Diocesan Library and Archives, One 
Joy Street, Boston, MA 02108. 

A Boston Highlights Tour will be 
offered twice during the week of the 
meeting. This two-hour waL1<ing tour 
will take participants through the 
Public Garden, Boston Common, and 
Beacon Hill, and will include sites 
such as the African Meeting House, 
the State House, the Granary Burying 
Ground, and King's Chapel. 

All SAA individual and institu~ 
tional members will receive a com- ~ 

plete program packet by mid-August. 
Program packets.will also be sent to 
members of the New England Archivists 
and non-SAA members participating 
in the program. Others wishing to 
receive a program packet should 
request one from Toni Bedroza at SAA 
headquarters, 330 South Wells Street, 
Suite 810, Chicago, Illinois 60606. 

ORAL HISTORY COUNCIL CREATED 

The Michigan Oral History Council 
has been established to provide for 
effective cooperation and communi-
cation among persons, programs and 
institutions concerned with the tech-
niques and uses of oral history. The 
work of the Council consists of a 
variety of informational and counsel-
ing activities. Membership is open 
to individuals and institutions in-
terested in oral history. 

The Council has initiated a 
clearinghouse project to locate, 
identify and disseminate information 
about completed and on-going oral 
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~ history projects in Michigan. All 
persons so engaged are requested to 
notify the Council of the title of 
each project as well as the name and 
address of its contact person. 

Officers of the Michigan Oral 
History Council, elected in October 
1981 are: Marjorie Brazer of Ann 
Arbor, president; Yvonne Branklyn of 
Lansing, vice-president; Mary Steffek 
Blaske of Ann Arbor, secretary; 
Glenn Ruggles of Union Lake and Robert 
Humitz of Walled Lake, co-treasurers; 
Geneva Wiskemann of Lansing, rep-
resentative-at-large. 

The Council will present Video-
taping Oral History as the topic at 
its annual fall meeting on October 23, 
1982, at the Walled Lake Outdoor 
Education Center in the Proud Lake 
Recreation Area. 

The directions are simple: take 
1-96 to the Wixom exit, take Wixom Road 
north to Sleeth Road, East on Sleeth 
for one mile. We'll have it well-
marked with special signs. This is not 
the Proud Lake Nature Center. 

For a modest $7 fee (approximately) 
we will provide you with: Hot 
buffet (including ham, chicken, scal-
loped potatoes); outstanding speakers 
on the latest in oral history and 
video-taping; group discussions that 
will .involve you in sharing the 
latest in this most exciting field of 
history; pamphlets, films, and friendly 
people that you will want to get to 
know. We will end the day with a tour 
(optional) of the nearby Byers' 
Country Store and Historic Site. For 
membership and workshop information, 

• contact the Michigan Oral History 
Council, 2431 Watonga Drive, Union 
Lake, Michigan 48085. 

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM FOR STUDY 
OF MODERN ARCHIVES 

Through funds received from the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the 
Bentley Historical Library of the 



University of Michigan will offer 
two research seminars on the problems 
of modern historical documentation. 
The seminars will be conducted in Ann 
Arbor during the summers of 1983 and 
1984. Historians and archivists have 
long recognized the problems of 
selection and retention of recently-
generated records of historical value. 
The basic thrust of the seminars 
is to provide an environment which 
will foster systematic research on the 
problems associated with modern 
records. The particular focus of the 
two seminars will be on the appraisal 
of modern records seen essentially as 
an inexhaustible question which re-
quires frameworks of analysis and in-
volves an understanding of process, 
institutional structure, modes of 
communication, and the nature and 
function of records in a modern 
society . 

The seminars are designed for 
professional archivists, historians, 
and other scholars at any stage of 
their professional career. During 
the four-month seminars, Fellows will 
be expected to reside in Ann Arbor, 
conduct research, and participate in 
seminar sessions. Through this pro-
gram, the library hopes to raise the 
level of discourse on the problem 
of appraisal. 

Awards of up to $10,000 for the 
four-month seminar will be made to 
three individuals for May through 
August of 1983 and to three other 
individuals for May through August of 
1984. A housing allowance will also 
be provided. It is expected that 
research conducted by Fellows during 
the course of the seminar will lead 
to publication. 

Eligibility 

To be eli.gible, an applicant must 
have experience with or significant 
awareness of modern historical 
records and be associated with an in-
stitution of higher education, busi-
ness firm, .Public agency, or other 
organization. 

" 
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Selection Process 

Applicants should submit a com-
plete application form, a brief state-
ment of professional experience, and 
a detailed proposal for research. An 
advisory committee of historians and 
archivists will select recipients 
based on the strength of the research 
proposal and letters of support. 

Affiliate Fellows 

The library is aware that some 
individuals may wish to participate in 
seminars but will be unable to attend 
:lfor a four-month period. The library 
welcomes requests of this kind. Persons 
interested in participating in the 
program at their own expense should 
request an Affiliate Fellow Application. 

Closing Dates 

Applications for the Summer, 1983 
research seminar must be postmarked 
by December 13, 1982; for the Summer, 
1984 research seminar, applications 
must be postmarked December 12, 1983. 
Applicants will be notified of the 
decisions of the committee one month 
after closing date. For application 
forms and further information contact: 
Francis X. Blouin, Jr., Director; 
Bentley Historical Library, University 
of Michigan, 1150 Beal Avenue, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan 48109, (313)764-3482. 

PHOTOGRAPH AND CONSERVATION PROJECT 
FUNDED 

The Society of American Archivists 
has been awarded a grant of $144,724 
by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities for phase two of the Basic 
Archival Conservation Program. The 
new program will consist of two major 
components: Administration of Photo-
graphic Collections and Archival Con-
servation Management. 

Through a nationwide series of 
basic workshops, a consultant service, 
and publication of a manual, activities 
under the administration of Photographic 



Cqllections phase of the program will 
focus on all aspects of administering 
photographic holdings. Subjects to 
be addressed will range from apprais-
al and collecting policies, arrange-
ment and description, and preservation, 
through research use and legal issues. 
Emphasis will be placed on archival 
methods of describing, storing, and 
handling large masses of images. 

Through the Archival Conservation 
Management phase of the program; the 
SAA will continue to offer basic 
conservation workshops. These work-
shops will focus on means of integrat-
ing conservation philosophy and prac-
tice into archival administration. 
Workshop participants will be taught 
basic hands-on conservation procedures 
which can be incorporated into archival 
processing-. 

Photographic Workshop Scheduled 

A three day workshop on the 
administration of still photographic 
collections has been scheduled for 
December 1-3, 1982, in Norman, Okla~ 
homa. The workshop is being offered 
with support from the University 
Libraries, University of Oklahoma and 
the Oklahoma Chapter of the Western 
Conservation Congress. Topics to be 
covered in the workshop include: 
identification, appraisal, collecting 
policies, arrangement and description, 
access and user policies, conservation, 
and copyright and related legal issues. 
Limited enrollment; opep to individuals 
currently responsible for photographic 
collections. Tuition: $50. Contact 
SAA headquarters for an application 
or further information. 

NATIVE AMERICAN ARCHIVES PROJECT 

The Native American Archives 
Project was developed by a consortium 
of organizations to promote the estab-
lishment and development of archives 
programs by Native American groups. 
The program will have three main 
components: six regional Tribal 
Archives Conferences; production of 
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a slide/tape presentation; and publi-
cation -of a booklet on starting a 
tribal archives. 

Tribal Archives Conferences Scheduled 

The Consortium for Native American 
Archives is pleased to announce that 
the first two of six Tribal Archives 
Conferences, part of the NEH-funded 
Native American Archives project, 
have been scheduled: September 8-10, 
1982-Denver, Colorado, Colorado Women's 
College; October 29-31, 1982-Norman, 
Oklahoma, University of Oklahoma. 

Other conferences are tentatively 
scheduled as follows: Washington, 
D.C. (January, 1983); Santa Fe, New 
Mexico (March, 1983); St. Paul, Minne-
sota (April, 1983); and Spokane, 
Washington (June, 1983). 

The l~-day conferences will con-
sider current Native American archives 
programs, basic elements in archives 
programs, and sources of assistance 
for communities hoping to build archives 
programs. 

Tribes are invited to send up 
to three representatives, which might 
include a Council member, a tribal 
tradition carrier, or a member of 
the tribal management staff. 

Inquiries and requests for appli-
cations may be directed to: Native 
American Archives Project, Society of 
American Archivists, 330 South Wells, 
Suite 810, Chicago, Illinois 60606, 
(312)~-0140. 
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ABBA RARE BOOK SECURITY SYSTEM 

The Antiquarian Booksellers' 
Association of America announces 
the inauguration of its rare book 
security system. The purpose of the 
system is fivefold: 1) To coordinate 
efforts, nationally and internationally, 
to catch book thieves. 2) To assist 
in the recovery and restoration of 
stolen books to their rightful owners. 
3) To quickly alert the entire book 



world of the details of book thefts. 
4) To discourage thieves from thinking 
they can profit from stealing books. 
5) To aid in the vigorous prosecution 
of book thieves when captured. 

The security network, now in full 
operation, has been established with 
the cooperation of the Society of 
American Archivists, the Manuscript 
Society, the American Library Associ-
ation (A.C!R.L. - R.B.M.S.), the 
F.B.I., the U. S. Customs Service, 
Interpol, and a number of other inter-
ested national and international 
organizations. 

The Society of American Archivists 
has eliminated its own notification 
newsletter and joined our coordinated 
system, based on the BAM-BAM and 
CLAM network. 

The system, as well as procedures 
for archivists to follow when a theft 
is suspected, is described in the 
pamphlet Rare Books and Manuscript 
Thefts: A Security System for Libraries, 
Booksellers, and Collectors, by John 
H. Jenkins, president of the Anti-
quarian Booksellers Association of 
America. Copies may be obtained by 
writing to the Association, 50 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York, New York, 
10021, (phone (212)757-9395). 

MAA-EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 
February 20, 1982 

Present: Patricia H. Hudson, 
Sr. Mary Lucy McDonald, Martin 
McLaughlin (ex officio), Theresa S. 
Spence, Larry Massie, Dave Horrocks, 
Valerie G. Browne, Dick Harms. 
President Hudson called the meeting 
to order. The minutes of the 20 
November 1981 Executive Board meeting 

· were read and approved. The Fourth 
Quarter financial statement was dis-
tibuted and accepted. 

Details for the Spring Meeting 
in Grand Rapids were finalized. MAA, 
meeting in conjunction with the 
Great Lakes History Conference, will 
have a session from lOa.m. until 12p.m., 
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with a luncheon and business 
meeting to follow. 

MAA participation in the Fall 
1982 Midwest Archives Conference was 
discussed. Larry Massie proposed 
that MAA host the mixer that is tra-
ditionally held as part of MAC 
meetings. The motion was seconded by 
Theresa S. Spence. During the ensuing 
discussion Dave Horrocks presented 
various cost estimates for that mixer. 
He noted that the room rental would 
be $85, or $170 if larger accomoda-
tions became necessary and that hors 
d 'oeuvres would be approximately 
$200. The Board finally approved a 
motion that up to $300 be offered to 
MAC to help defray the room rental 
and hors d'oeuvres costs; but that no 
MAA money would go toward paying for 
beverages from the bar. The Board 
further stipulated that MAA receive 
the appropriate credit from MAC in 
recompense. 

The Board next asked Dick Harms 
to contact Fred Honhart, Program 
Chair for the MAC meeting, and ask 
that MAA be allowed to sponsor a 
session at that meeting. Several 
possible session topics were suggested: 
Great Lakes Transportation, the history 
of archives in Michigan, sources in 
Michigan archives. It was decided 
that the membership would also be 
polled for topic ideas at the MAA 
Spring Meeting. 

The Board decided that the re-
vision of the current MAA Consitution 
was not advisable at this time. 

President Hudson then raised the 
question of MAA's direction in the 
1980s. During the discussion on this 
issue several ideas were presented. 
One suggestion was that MAA hold con-
current sessions at its spring and fall 
meetings so that a broader variety 
of topics could be considered. The 
possibility of workshops was also pre-
sented, but it was felt that the cost · 
for such a venture would probably be 
too high given the current financial 
status of MAA. Another .proposal was 



that MAA incorporate so that it could 
request grant support for its program. 
Dick Harms was directed to investigate 
the possibility of incorporation and 
report back to the Board at its next 
meeting. 

Dave Horrocks reported that an 
MAA publication of recently open 
archival collections in Michigan was 
not financially possible at the 
current time. 

In view of the growth in member-
ship during the past year, from 69 to 
144, the board also discussed the 
possibility of adding another officer 
to the Board. This would be accom-
plished by splitting the office of 
the.secretary-treasurer into two 
offices. Dick Harms noted that such 
a split would be relatively ea5y to 
effect. Further discussion of this 
question was tabled until the next 
Board Meeting. 

Dick Harms noted that the original 
run of A PROGRAM FOR DISASTER RESPONSE 
IN MICHIGAN was almost exhausted. He 
noted that 100 copies had been sold to 
the Society of American Archivists and 
that 33 copies had been sold to other 
subscribers. The remainder had been 
distributed to the MAA membership with-
out additional cost. Dave Horrocks 
moved that 100 more copies of the 
document be printed. The motion was 
seconded and passed without opposition. 

There being no further business, 
Larry Massie moved to adjourn the 
meeting. The motion was seconded and 
carried. 

President Hurlson adjourned the 
meeting. 

Richard H. Harms 
Secretary-Treasurer 

.. 
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MAA SECRETARY-TREASURER'S REPORT 

April 1 - June 30, 1982 

Beginning Balance: 

Income: 

Dues 
Luncheon 
Non-member 

Registration 
Other 
Sale of Disaster 

Responses 
TOTAL 

Expenses: 

Printing 
Postage 
Luncheon 
Other 
'.JJOTAL 

$310.00 
186.25 

3.00 

0.00 
24.00 

104.93 
59 .40 

193. 37 
o.oo 

$ 1,189.20 

+ 523.24 

35 .1. 70 

Ending Balance: $ 1,355.47 

Ethnic Newspaper Guides 33 
on hand 

Disaster Responses 82 
on hand 

Current Membership 161 

Respectfully submitted, 
Richard Harms, 
Secretary-Treasurer 

************************************ 
OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the 
Michigan Archival Association, ap-
pearing quarterly. Contributions 
are welcome. Editors are Mary Jo 
Pugh, Bentley Historical Library, 
1150 Beal Ave., Ann Arbor, Michigan 
48109; and Pat Hudson, 30 West 
Seventh Street, Monroe, Michigan 
48161. Assistant: P~ggy Steiner. 
Deadline for the fall issue will be 
October 30, 1982. 
************************************ 



' .. AFTERMATH OF ARSON 

On December 24, 1981, an arsonist struck at the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor, igniting a fire in the 125 year old E.conomics Building. At 
Christmas dawn all that remained was a smoking hulk. The fire and the 
estimated two million gallons of water used to extinguish it, had collapsed 
the interior three stories into the structure's basement and left the outer 
shell dangerously unstable. A reference library, departmental records, 
faculty papers, microform material and computer tapes all lay buried amid 
ice and rubble. 

University officials reacted swiftly to the tragedy and on December 27 
an emergency meeting of the Economics Department's faculty was held. A 
contnact had already been signed with an experienced salvage firm. The 
purpose of the departmental meeting was to assure a shaken faculty that 
everything possible would be done to preserve and restore material not consumed 
in the fire. Attending the meeting were Margaret Byrnes, Preservation officer 
of the Harlan H. Hatcher Graduate Library and James W. Craven, conservator 
of the Bentley ·Historical Library. The plan presented to the faculty was an 
adaptation of the disaster plan written by Craven and Ann Flowers to cope 
with a potential catastrophe at the Bentley Library. 

As called for in the specific plan developed on the 27th, salvage teams, 
working at all times with an experienced departmental representative, sifted 
through the damaged material. Items burned beyond recognition or materials 
which were easily replaced were disposed of immediately. All other material 
was placed in plastic milk cases and frozen at -20 degrees Farenheit, awaiting 
further treatment. In approximately three weeks, two thousand milk crates 
of damaged but recognizable material were removed from the site. 

The salvage plan called for the freeze drying of the frozen material. 
The first cases of frozen documents began that process in early January. 
Eventually three freeze dry facilities, the University of Michigan ' s Aerospace 
Building, Bendix Corporation Aerospace Systems Division in Ann Arbor, and 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, 'Ohio, were utilized. All were 
cooperative and did work at cost. 

As a result of the disaster in U-M's Economics Building, certain useful 
pieces of technical information were learned. It took seven to ten days to 
freeze dry a load of documents. The better the vacuum a particular machine 
could obtain, the quicker the drying process. The process not only dried 
documents, it also tended to remove the acrid smell embedded in them by the 
fire. This was a unexpected fringe benefit of the freeze drying process. 

More important than the technical infoFmation were psychological con-
siderations. Faculty members, general ly unschooled in potential for conser-
vation, were initially despondent. Some inadvertantly: hampered the restora-
tion process by rushing to the still smoldering site and attempting to remove 
documents. If there is a lesson to be learned from the University of Michigan 
Economics Building fire, it is that not only must the technical expertise be 
adequate, the victims of a disaster must be fully briefed, constantly reassured, 
and to some extent restrained, if the maximum benefit from a properly adminis-
tered salvage operation is to be achieved. 

Jim . Craven 
Frank Boles 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

STATE ARCHIVES 

Accessions 

Gold mines in the lower penin~ 
sula? During the period 1924 to 1955 
attem~ were made to convince paten~ 
tial investors that gold in exploit-
able quantities had been found in 
various parts of the mitten. A 
recent accession from the Department 
of Natural Resources, Geological 
Survey Division, was generated in 
response to such claims. Consisting 
of correspondence, reports, assays 
and other tests, the records contain 
the findings which resulted from the 
Division's investigations. 

Other recent accessions include 
the Minutes of the State Tax Commis-
sion, 1933-1966 which document the 
development of property assessment 
practices in the state and several 
significant photographic collections. 
John A. Conde donated a collection of 
one hundred prints of Essex automo-
biles produced from 1916 to 1933. 
The Earl D. Crandell Collection of 
one thousand six hundred color slides 
depicts Great Lakes ships and. ports. 
The Department of Natural Resources 
transferred five thousand negatives 
and prints which document programs 
and operations from the 1930's to 
the 1960's. Finally, an album of 
photographs of Co. E. 31st Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry, 1898, was donated 
by Mr. and Mrs. Merwin Zeller. 
Photos in the album showcase the unit 
in Camp Eaton as well as on parade 
in Lansing. 

Researcher Interests 

The number of researchers using 
materials. in the Archives continues 
to increase. Areas of interest inc-
lude histories of prisons, hydro 
power potential, coal mining, and 
legislative intent. Two special 
projects made extensive use of the 
photographic collections. The first 
project will result in a film on 
Michigan's gover~ors produced by the 
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Milliken Foundation. The second pro-
ject was carried out by Erin Monroney 
of Alexandria, Virginia, who is 
working on a new twenty-nine volume 
Time-Life pictoria~ series on the 
Civil War. 

Activities and Projects 

A group of 19 items sent to 
the North East Document Conservation 
Center for restoration work has been 
returned and are available for use. 
Most of the items are cartographic 
renderings produced between 1835 and 
1839 which relate to the building of 
state roads. Two items, however, are 
birds-eyes of Owosso (1894) and 
Jonesville (1872). A third item, 
cartographic, produced in 1815 depicts 
the_establishment of the principal 
meridian from Fort Defiance. 

A series of four seminars for 
local government officials and 
personnel is scheduled over the next 
nine months. Cosponsored by the 
Michigan Municipal League, the semin-
ars are an outgrowth of a pilbt 
seminar presented last year. The 
seminars, to be held in Marquette, 
Grand Rapids, Grayling, and Oakland 
County, will concentrate on basic 
records management and disposition. 

Patricia Hudson completed a 
study of the photographic collection. 
One result of the study is a revised 
subject heading list. The second 
result is the creation of a controlled 
thesaurus which in the future could 
be used in maintaining an automated 
retrieval system. 

Other activities included tours 
given to classes which visited the 
Archives from Central Michigan 
University and Lansing Community 
College, a talk given to the State 
Genealogical Council and a presentation 
to the Michigan Registers of Deeds 
Association. 



FLINT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

On July 1, 1982, the Michigan 
Room at the Flint Public Library 
announced new hours. It will be 
open from 11:00 a.m . to 9:00 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, and 11: 00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Fr iday and 
Saturday. The Library wi ll contin-
ue to open at 9:00 a . m. on each of 
those days. Between 9 and 11 a.m. 
a patron may request materials 
housed in the Michigan Room for use 
in the General Reference Room. 
The curtailment of hours is due to 
a recent cut in staff. 

Judith J. Field, 
General Reference Department 

GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

Accessions 

The Library has accessioned 26 
cubic feet of additional files of 
Brent Scowcroft who served as Nation-
al Security Adviser during the Ford 
Administration. The material, large-
ly convenience files, deals with 
subjects such as the Middle East 
peace negotiations, China, the 
Philippines, and the Rockefeller 
and Pike Conunissions . 

Exhibits 

On June 25 the Ford Museum 
opened an exhibit commemorating the 
200th anniversary of the signing of 
the Treaty of Amity and Commerce 
between the Netherlands and the 
United States . The exhibit was 
formally opened by Her Majesty 
Queen Beatrix, His Highness Prince 
Claus, and President and Mrs. Ford . 
Ar~hivist of the United States 
Rober t Warner and Ford Library and 
Museum Director Don Wilson also 
attended the opening . 

In June the Museum's temporary 
exhibit illustrating space accomp~ 
lishments during the Ford administra-
tion was installed in the lobby of 
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the Ford Library . Ford Li brary Staff 
members have also been planning fo r 
an exhibit on Japanese- Ameri can re-
lations, 1853- 1977, to be installed 
there i n the fall. 

Publicat ions 

Planning is underway for a news-
letter to be published by the Gerald 
R. Ford Foundation, an organization 
created to support the activities of 
the Ford Library and Museum. The first 
issue will be published this fall. 
Graphics, design and layout have been 
done by the University of Michigan's 
Art School. Ford Library staff are 
in the process of compiling a mailing 
list . 

The Ford Library has published 
a list of holdings titl ed Historical 
Materials in the Gerald R. Ford 
Library which is available free of 
charge to interested researchers. 
Library staff members David Horrocks 
and William McNitt compiled the guide. 

Grants 

Beginning in late 1982, the 
Geral d R. Ford Foundation will accept 
applications for grants of up to 
$2,000 for research based substantially, 
but not solely., on the holdings of the 
Ford Library. Persons inter ested in 
applying for grants should write to 
the Director, Gerald R. Ford Library, 
1000 Beal Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
48109 for information and application 
forms. 

Conferences and Symposia 

The Ford Library will be the host 
institution for several conferences 
later in 1982 : 

November 7- 11. 
"Management Techniques for Historical 
Agency Professionals." Sponsored by 
the American Association for State 
and Local History . Dennis Daellenbach 
is handling local arrangements. 



November 10- 11. 
"President, Congress, and Foreign 
Policy." Sponsored by the Atlantic 
Council, Former Members of Congress 
Association, and the Ford Library. 
Participants will include President 
Ford, several recent Secretaries of 
State, and a number of former members 
of Congress. They will discuss the 
roles of Congress and the President 
in the formulation of American 
foreign policy. 

November 18- 20. 
Midwest Archives Conference Annual 
Fall Meeting. Co- hosted with the 
Michigan Archival Association and 
the Bentley Library. Library staff 
members David Horrocks, Sandra Raub 
and Paul Conway are serving on the 
local arrangements cormnittee for 
that meeting. 

Staff Activities 

Dennis Daellenbach began a class 
in BASIC computer programming at 
Washtenaw Community Gollege in •May . 
In June he participated in a WCC 
extension class, "Introduction to 
Microcomputers," and attended a one-
day training course at Business Prod-
ucts, Inc. for our CPT 4200 word 
processor. 

On June 16 approximately 100 
people attended a workshop, "Intro-
duction to Word Proces·s ing," co- · 
sponsored by the Ford Library and 
the University of Michigan's Office 
of Human Resource and Development. 
Dennis Daellenbach, David Horrocks, 
Paul Conway, and Kathy Moore attend-
ed the workshop which was held in 
the Ford Library auditorium. 

Dick Holzhausen and Ken Haf eli 
attended sessions of the Special 
Libraries Association convention in 
Detroit on June 9. 

Special Events 

On July 21 and 22 former White 
House staff member Robert Orben 
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visited the Lib+ary as a researcher. 
During his visit he took time to 
give the staff a talk on his experi-
ences as head of the speechwriting 
office in the Ford White House . 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY 
ARCHIVES AND COPPER COUNTY HISTORI-
CAL COLLECTIONS 

On August 6th approximately 200 
individuals participated in a Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony and Open House for 
the refurbished facilities of the MTU 
Archives and Copper County Historical 
Collections. 

Last February a bid was accepted 
from a local contractor and by March 
11th a WC!ll separating the stack · 
area from the reading room was begun. 
Before the dust flew, extra student 
help was hired to rebox and move 
collections out of the construction 
area. 

The Archives remained on the 
third floor of the Library, and as of 
July 8th moved into refurbished i 

former Government Documents quarters. 
A gift of money from the Class of 
1940 provided for paneling, reup-
holstering, painting, the erection 
of a wall, windows, and doorways. 

To the delight of our researchers 
seating capacity is now twenty- one 
in comparison to ten, and the 
reading room is approximately three 
times the size of the former facility. 

Plans for the old stack area 
include an inhouse preservation lab. 
The present stack area houses all the 
archival collections in one large and 
secure storage room. The new quarters 
are so spacious in comparison that the 
s taff soon became keenly aware of 
their sore feet shortly after the 
move. 

A 6' X 7' stained glass window 
was commissioned as a commemoration 
to the Class of 1940. Designed 
locally by Walter Boylan-Pett it 



depicts the official seal of the 
Michigan College of Mining and 
Technology. This was the university's 
former name in 1940. 

The move did not prove to be a 
great inconvience to patrons who 
were researching at that time. 
Service was not interrupted since 
office furniture and bookcases were 
moved before open hours. In addition 
to increased seating capacity, the 
reading room includes three exhibit 
cases for university and Copper 
Country memorabilia and increased 
wall space for portraits of local 
notables. 

All in all, patrons and staff 
alike both agree that the new facil-
ity is not only an improvement over 
the former, but that it is a pleasant 
and comfortable place. 

On June 5th Philip Ruppe formal-
ly donated his papers to the univer-
sity. The collection consists of his 
Congressional papers as the 11th 
District Representative. They doc-
ument important issues affecting 
the local area, as well as the 0~Upper 
Peninsula. 

A collection of minute books 
from the Societa Beneficinza Figli 
D'italia of South Range, Michigan 
was donated by Mrs. Ceasar Cappo. 
These records illustrate how a 
local Italian community adjusted to 
their new life in the Copper Country. 

In the midst of remodeling dur-
ing the spring, Natioaal Women's 
History Week was celebrated. A panel 
discussion and slide show about 
"Women at Tech" began the festivi~ -
ties. It was followed by _an evening 
of films and a dramatic reading later 
in the week. The events were taped 
and added to the Archives. 

In March the Archives contribu-
ted to the organization of an Italian-
American Heritage night. A slide 
show on the Italians in the Copper 
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Country was presented by Russell Mario 
Magnaghi, a professor from Northern 
Michigan University. Italian folk 
music was presented by accordionist, 
Jim Enrietti, and the Council provided 
Italian sweets. 

Theresa Sanderson Spence 

THE EDISON INSTITUTE HENRY FORD MUSEUM 
AND GREENFIELD VILLAGE 

The Archives and Research Library, 
Henry Ford Museum, Dearborn, announces 
the following collections are open to 
researchers: Autocar Company (White 
Motor Company), Ardmore, Pennsylvania. 
Brovenance: Autocar Company of Ardmore, 
Pennsylvania, was founded by Louis S. 
Clarke in 1899. Passenger automobiles 
were manufactured until 1908. Trucks 
and buses were manufactured until 1953 
when the Autocar Company became a 
division of the White Motor Company. 
Description: Images recording the 
development of the Autocar Company 
including company plants, operations, 
personnel and all automobiles, trucks 
and buses manufactured by the company. 
30,000 glass and film negatives. 
Inclusive Dates: 1898- 1949. Volume 
(linear ft.): 99.5. 

Detroit Publishing Company, Detroit, 
Michigan. Provenance: Company formed 
by William A. Livingston, William H. 
Jackson and others in 1896. Known as 
the Detroit Photochrom Co. and the De-
troit Publishing Company. Produced 
postcards and color photolithographs 
of American, European and Asian scenes 
for sale to the general public, resorts, 
and businesses. Reorganized after 1924 
bankruptcy by Robert A. Livingstone. 
Ended in 1932. Description: Subjects 
include city and country scenes, re-
sorts, industrial buildings and produc-
tion activities, recreational activities 
and museum art works. Primarily Ameri-
can scenes but European and Asian scenes 
are included. Many of Wm. Henry Jackson's 
photographs from his photographic company 
in Denver, Colorado, and snapshots from 
his trip with the World Transportation 



Commission Tour are included . 25,000 
black and white "negative vault" 
photograph prints (cities, industry 
and country scenes and activities) 
4,000 "Phostint" postcards, 1,000 
"Photochrom" color photolithographs, 
500 "Aac" photolithographs (museum 
art works), 500 oversize photograph 
prints (includes panoramas), 600 
snapshots by William H. Jackson, 
Edward E. Winchell, and others (Middle 
East, Asia) Inclusive Dates: 1880-
1920. Volume (linear ft.): 42. 

Robert W. A. Brewer, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. Provenance: 
Brewer lived from 1877 to 1957. He 
was an automotive and aviation engin-
eer, designing parts for autos and 
airplanes. From 1949 until 1954 
he was Curator of the Thomas McKeari 
Collection on history of the automo-
bile, the Philadelphia Free Library. 
Description: Books, documents, clip-
pings, and photographs of Brewer's 
personal and professional activities 
and accomplishments: 95 photographs 
of automobiles, airplanes and parts 
related to Brewer's engineering and 
personal activities; some family 
photographs, 45 items of personal 
papers, documents, memorabilia docu-
menting Brewer's activities, 27 art-
icles and clippings by and about Brewer, 
14 book titles by Brewer and others 
relating to automotive and aviation 
engineering, 8 scrapbooks of clippings 
by and about Brewer. Inclusive 
Dates: 1900- 1955 (focus: 1915-1930) 
Volume (linear ft.): 3 

Hall Family Papers, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts. Provenance: The 
subjects of these letters concentrate 
on the career of David C. Hall, who 
was a musician, leader of the Hartford, 
New Haven, Boston, Lowell and Brass 
Bands and manufacturer of musical in-
struments, and his younger brother 
Rhodolphus Hall (1824-1878) who was 
a clarinetist and cornet soloist and 
a musician with a constant stream of 
travelling companies. It furnishes 
us with an interesting detailed pic-
ture of the professional career and 
personal life of these popular musi-
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ians . Irt 1850 a magnificent gold keyed 
bugal was presented to D. C. Hall by 
the Lowell, Mass., Brass Band. (This 
instrument is presently on display in 
the Music Gallery.) In 1866 a Presen-
tation Concert was performed at the 
Boston Music Hall, and Rhodolphus Hall 
was given an equally magnificent gold 
cornet which is also in our collection. 
Description: Contained in this 
accession are 373 letters written by the 
Hall Family of Lyme, New York, the major-
ity of letters are written by David, 
Rhodolphus, and their older sisters, 
Lucy (married to Samuel Johnson) and 
Sarah Hall. There are 106 related 
items pertaining to the Hall brothers 
musical career, including business cards, 
newspaper clippings, advertisements, 
tickets and concert programs. Included 
is a diary written· in 1850 by Lucy Hall 
and a California trip itinerary from 
1864 of Rhodolphus.. Inclusive Dates: 
September 25, 1835- December 3, 1896. 
Volume (linear ft.): 2 ft. 2 in. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER LANSING 

A first for the Capital Region is 
scheduled for book lovers at the 
Lansing Public Library, Saturday, Octo-
ber 16. 

The Library, the Historical Society 
of Greater Lansing, Lansing State Journal 
and the Mid- West Antiquarian Book Dealers 
Association are sponsoring a Capital 
City Antiquarian Book Fair and Sale in 
the Gallery Rooms (lower level) of the 
Public Library, 401 South Capital, 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Over twenty 
dealers w:ill offer items for the collector, 
the nostalgia buff, the generalist, the 
specialist and the reader. This first 
time event in this region will benefit 
the Library's local history room. 

An invitational preview and reception 
will take place on Friday, October 15, 
7-9:30 p.m. Donations of $10 per 
couple will benefit the Lansing Public 
Library's local history room and collec-
tions. 

The fair and sale on Saturday, 



October 16, will be accompanied by 
free lectures featureing: Jannette 
Fiore, Special Collections Division, 
Michigan State University Libraries, 
"The Nye Collection: Popular Culture 
at the Michigan State University 
Library; " Francis X. Scannell, State 
Librarian, Library Services Division, 
Michigan Department of Education, 
"Treasures of Michigan's State 
Library;" l1eRoy Barnett, Archives, 
Michigan Department of State, "The 
Increasing Cost of Michigan Maps;" 
and Kathy Stone, bookbinder, "Care 
and Preservation of Books." 
Lectures are scheduled from 11:30 a.m. 
in the auditorium adjacent to the 
gallery rooms on the lower level 
of the library. Handicapper acces~ 
sible. Admission on October 16 is 
free to all. For information, 
call (517)321-1746. 

Geneva Kehler Wiskemann 

BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

Activities 

The library recently issued a 
subject guide '.entitled American-
Philippine Relations: A Guide to 
Resources in the Michigan Historical 
Collections. The tenth volume in 
the Bentley Library's bibliographical 
series was compiled by Marjorie 
Barritt. The guide, which supercedes 
Thomas Powers' earlier compilation 
in 1971 entitled Balita Mula Maynila, 
describes over eighty collections 
which document the extensive involve-
ment of Michigan citizens and members 
of the University of Michigan community 
with the Philippine Islands. The 
guide also describes the Worcester 
Philippine Collection of the Harlan 
Hatcher Graduate Library, a large 
collection of printed items and man-
uscripts covering many phases of 

' Philippine history with special 
emphasis on the late nineteenth cen-
tury. 

Earlier this summer the library 
held an exhibit on "Douglass Houghton 
and Michigan's Economic Development" 
which illustrated the activities of 

14 

the first state geologist. The exhibit 
included several geological maps, 
journals, and correspondence. Through 
September the library is presenting 
an exhibit on Frances Willard, long-
time leader of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union. Recently found 
diaries by Willard, on loan by the 
WCTU to the library for microfil.llling, 
form the core of the exhibit. 

This summer the library completed 
the final phase of the Nancy and G. 
Mennen Williams Oral History Project. 
The purpose of the project was to 
examine the motivations of political 
activists who contributed to the 
coalition of liberal and labor elements 
resulting in the ·1948 gubernatorial 
election of G. Mennen Williams. 
During the course of the project, 22 
individual interviews were conducted 
by Ruth Wasem and Ruth Bordin. Addition-
ally, over 200 written responses to a 
project questionnaire were received. 
Information gathered through the project 
supplements, but does not duplicate, 
existing documentation found in the 
Bentley Library in the voluminous = ~ 

records of Governor Williams and his 
key aides. Most of the tapes, tran-
scripts and questionnaires are open 
to researchers. 

Staff 

Julia M. Young, assistant archi-
vist for University records, resigned 
from the library this summer to accomp-
any her family to Hattiesburg, Missis-
sippi, home of the University of 
Southern Mississippi. Ms. Young had 
been associated with the library since 
1978. Succeeding Julia in the records 
management program is Marjorie Barritt 
who had previously worked at the 
Bentley Library as a processor of 
University records and as a reference 
assistant. Ms. Barritt earned an M.A. 
degree in history and archives at the 
U-,-M. 

Serving on the local arrangements 
committee for the MAC meeting this fall 
are Bill Wallach, co-chair, and Frank 
Boles. The latter, in defending his 
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spicy choices for the Friday evening 
Ann Arbor restaurant tour, reverted 
to an old Roman saying, "de gustibus 
non est disputandum!" · 

Mary Jo Pugh was recently named 
chair of the Society of American 
Archivists Task Force on Institutional 
Evaluation. A member of the task 
force since :its inception in 1977, 
Ms. Pugh is preparing for publication 
several task force documents which 
will assist archival repositories to 
evaluate their activities and facil-
ities. Bill Wallach was elected 
to the SAA nominations connnittee . 
MAA members who belong to SAA are 
urged to contact him with suggestions 
for candidates for society offices. 

Accessions 

Among the library ' s newly ac-
quired collections are the papers of 
Charles Spencer Smith (1852-1923), a 
bishop in the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, founder in 1882 of 
its Sunday School Union (the first 
black-oriented Sunday School move-
ment), and a state legislator (1874-
1876) in the Alabama House of Rep-
resentatives during reconstruction. 
The collection consists of corre-
spondence, church reports, printed 
materials, and Smith's unpublished 
history of the A.M.E. church in the 
1840s and 1850s. Another valuable 
addition to the library ' s holdings 
are the papers of Lynn Townsend 
(1919- ), former president and 
chairman of the board of Chrysler 
Corporation and former president 
of New Detroit. 

************************************* 

NEW MEMBERS 

Geneva Kehler Wiskemann 
5580 W. State Road 4 
Lansing, MI 48906 
(517)321-1746 
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*************************************** 
JOBS 

ARCHIVAL SPECIALIST, Michigan 
State University Archives and 
Historical Collections. Principal 
responsibilities include supervising 
the processing of University records, 
historical manuscripts, and photo-
graphs, and providing reference 
service for researchers. The special-
ist must also be prepared to assist 
with other functions of the Archives, 
including records management, prep-
aration of reports, and office-related 
tasks when necessary. Salary: $15-
16,000 range (depending on qualifica-
tions) plus benefits. Minimum 
qualifications: Master ' s degree in 
history or related field. Completion 
of a graduate archival education pro-
gram that meets standards established 
by the Society of Ameriean Archivists 
and/or one year, full-time, profession-
al staff experience in an archival 
or manuscript repository. Send 
letter of application, r.esume, and 
names of three references to 
Frederick L. Honhart, Director, 
University Archives and Historical 
Collections, Library Building, 
Michigan State University, East Lan-
sing, Michigan 48824. Michigan State 
University is an Affirmative Action/ 
Equal Opportunity Institution. 
Application deadline, October 29, 1982. 

*************************************** 

NEW MEMBERS 

Barbara Nan Schichtel 
Aquinas College Library 
1939 Lafayette S E 
Grand Rapids, MI 49507 
(616)459-8281 ex.235 

Alice M. Stilliman 
Tri-Cities Historical Society 
P.O. Box 234 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
(616)842-0700 




