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MICHIGAN ARCHIVES~LIBRARY THEFT 
LAW PASSES 

On November 28, 1983, Governor 
James Blanchard signed into law the 
new Archives-Library theft law. The 
statute is printed below for your 
information. A reading of the statute 
will demonstrate that it is a modifica-
tion of the previous Michigan theft-
within-building (shoplifting) statute. 
The bill uses "library" to define the 
type of institution covered, but the 
definition is very broad and makes 
specific reference to archives, historical 
organizations, and repositories of 
public records and historical records. 
There is also a very broad and inclu-
sive definition of "library material" 
in the statute. 

The basic purpose of the statute 
is to provide innnunity for the 
archivist/librarian from false arrest, 
imprisonment, unlawful detention, 
assault, battery, slander, libel or 
malicious prosecution of a person 
detained or arrested. It must be 
emphasized that an archivist/librarian 
must have probable cause to detain an 
individual suspected of theft. It 
would probably be well to review the 
statute with the institution's legal 
counsel and what the proper procedures 
should be in the event of a suspected 
theft. 

Passage of the statute is the 
result of over five years of work by 
the Michigan Archival Association and 
the Michigan Library Association. 
Through cooperation the _organizations 
were eventually able to secure passage, 
something that would have been unlikely 
if MAA had attempted to go it alone. 

(cont'd on page 2) 
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MAA ELECTIONS SLATED .FOR SPRING 

The Nomination Connnittee is 
seeking suggestions for the presiden-
tial office and two executive board 
members. These positions will be 
elected at the spring meeting in 
Monroe. 

The connnittee consists of 
Dave Horrocks from the Gerald R. Ford 
Library (313-668-2218), Theresa 
Sanderson Spence from the MTU Archives 
(906-487-2505), and Martin McLaughlin 
from the Michigan State Archives 
(517-373-0512). If you have any 
suggestions please c·ontact one of these 
individuals. 

Suggestions for these positions 
should be MAA members who are willing 
to take an active role in making this 
organization a vital professional 
association. 

Outgoing members are MAA Pres-
ident Francis X. Blouin, University of 
Michigan; Board Members David Horrocks, 
Gerald R. Ford Library and Theresa S. 
Spence, Michigan Technological Univer-
sity. 

The current officers include 
Thomas Featherstone, Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Walter P. Reuther Library; 
Larry Hall, Alma College; David 
Johnson, Michigan State Archives; 
Sr. Celeste Rabaut, S.S. Innnaculate 
Heart of Mary. Since the ~ constitu-
tion currently stipulates that no 
two officers may be from the same 
institution, please keep this in 
ming when considering suggestions. 

Your thoughts and ideas will be 
greatly appreciated by the connnittee. 



Theft law, cont'd 

Recognition should be given to State 
Senator William Sederburg, East Lansing. 
Without his sponsorship and continued 
support of the legislation we would 
not have the statute on the books 
today. (See page 25, ed.) 

Frederick Honhart 
Michigan State University 

FALL 1983 MEETING AT MSU 

The MAA held its autumn meeting in 
East Lansing, site of Michigan State 
University. The we·ll-attended conference 
was hosted by the congenial staff of MSU ' s 
Archives and Historical Collections including 
Fred Honhart, Patricia Hudson, and Richard 
Harms. The program contained descriptions 
of two statewide projects and their 
implications for archivists, a discus-
sion of microcomputers and archives 
administration, and a tour of the MSU 
Archives . Members of this fall ' s program 
committee were Paul Conway, Gerald R. Ford 
Library; Sister Celeste Rabaut, Sister 
Servants of the Innnaculate Heart of Mary; 
and William K. Wallach, chair, frotn the 
Bentley Historical Library. Reports of 
the sessions follow below. 

The Michigan Newspaper Project; reported 
by Paul Conway 

The Michigan Newspaper Project is 
part of a nationwide program to establish 
a compreh.ensi ve automated database of all 
newspaper titles ever published in the 
U.S. and to microfilm those critical runs 
in need of preservation. Richard Hathaway 
and Jo Anne Jager of the Library of 
Michigan discussed the background of the 
state project and the national program, 
the work currently underway in the state, 
and the implications of this work for 
Michigan ' s archival community. The plan-
ning phase of the Michigan project will 
result in a grant application to the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 
the federal agency spearh.eading the U.S. 
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Newspaper Project , thorugh which funds 
will he sought for the inventorying 
and data entry into automated format 
of all newspaper titles held by the 
state ' s academic and public libraries , 
archives, and historical societies. 

Microcomputers and Archives; reported 
by William K. Wallach 

In this session , Fred Honhart, 
director of the Archives and Historical 
Collections at Michigan State University, 
focused on the role of a microcompu~er 
in the daily work of an archives. 
Honhart detailed the planning process 
which guided the staff in its purchase 
of a microcomputer. This included 
an analysis of the archives ' manual 
s ystems, an assessment of needs, and 
staff education about the capabilities 
of various microcomputer systems and 
available software packages. Following 
the decision-making process , the MSU 
archives purchased a Columbia micro-
computer with hard disk storage, two 
printers, and software programs for 
word processing and database management. 
Factors influencing the repository's 
decision were on-campus support and 
maintenance for IBM-compatible hardware 
systems (such as the Columbia micro), 
the large storage capacity, availability 
of appropriate software , and a competi-
tive price . Assisted by Patricia Hudson, 
Honhart led the session participants 
through a demonstration of some of the 
uses of the computer . The staff is 
presently seeking funding to develop a 
software program which can be used in 
support of the University ' s records 
management program. 

Assessment of Michigan ' s Archival Needs; 
reported by Sister Celeste Rabaut 

In her address to MAA members, 
Martha Bigelow , director of the Michigan 
History Division and coordinator of the 
state records advisory board, challenged 
Michigan ' s archivists to plan now for the 
future . She announced that the state 

(Cont. on page 3) 



records advisory board had secured 
funding from the NHPRC to conduct 
studies of Michigan's. archival needs in 
the areas of state government records, 
local government records, historical 
manuscripts, and statewide services and 
programs. With the assistance of a 
grant-supported coordinator, the state 
board will assess the state's archival 
programs and needs, and develop a written 
report with recommendations for action. 
In speculating about possible recommend-
ations, Dr. Bigelow suggested four ways 
to move toward statewide archival growth: 
identify the priorities for the next 
five years; prepare educational programs 
focusing on these priorities; project 
the impact of automated controls on 
the archival and user communities; and 
work cooperatively to develop comple-
mentary collecting policies for archives 
and manuscript repositories in Michigan. 

SPRING MAA MEETING IN MONROE 

Reserve May 11 on your calendar for 
what promises to be a stimulating spring 
meeting. Program Committee members Paul 
Conway, Beth Yakel, and Bill Cunningham 
are working to put together a challenging, 
round-table style meeting encouraging 
Michigan archivists to share common con-
cerns. The meeting will take place at the 
Mother House, Sisters, Servants of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Monroe, 
Michigan. Sister Celeste Rabaut is 
handling local arrangements. 

The spring meeting will focus on the 
problems archivists in small institutions 
are facing in these times of dwindling 
budgets. Sessions will be devoted to each 
of the following broad, but often over-
lapping, types of repositories: 

-archives of local and county records 

-state government records repositories 

-archives of historical mnauscripts 

An additonal session will highlight 
statewide problems and needs that may not be 
unique to any type of archives. 
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Those of you who attended the 
fall 1983 MAA meeting may recognize 
these four session topics as similar 
to those problem areas now being 
studied by the NHPRC needs assessment 
project. The program committee hopes 
this meeting will not only be a forum 
for airing professional concerns. The 
spring meeting may also generate 
refreshing viewpoints and useful 
suggestions that can be integrated into 
the final grant report--a report sure 
to have an impact on Michigan archives. 

To help develop conservation, 
program committee members are prepar-
ing discussion guidelines outlining 
some of the key problem areas. All 
sessions will be chaired by moderators 
who will draw on their own experiences 
and assist meeting participants. 

In April every MAA member will 
receive a registration packet containing 
information on the meeting. At this 
point, the program committee simply 
requests that you plan to travel to 
Monroe armed with ideas and prepared 
to discuss them. 

MIDWEST ARCHIVES CONFERENCE 

The Midwest Archives Conference 
(MAC), the nation's largest regional 
archival organization, will hold its 
annual Spring Meeting May 3-5, 1984 at 
Chicago's Bismarck Hotel, 171 W. Randolph. 

MAC's annual Spring Meeting will 
include 21 program sessions offering 
a wide variety of subjects of interest 
to archivists, manuscript curators, 
record managers, librarians, historians 
and allied professionals at all levels 
of expertise. Limited enrollment 
workshops on preparing exhibits, basic 
archival processing, photographic 
conservation, and microfilming will be 
offered. Other sessions scheduled 
include: the role of dealers in insti-
tutional archives; documenting the 
history of the family; secondary educa-
tion and archives; preserving motion 
picture film; fund raising for ethnic 
history archives; publishing in archival 

(Cont. on page 13) 



CONSERVATION WORKSHOP 

The Society of American 
Archivists has scheduled a conserva-
tion workshop on March 26-28, 1984, 
at the Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History in Jackson, 
Mississippi. The workshop is part 
of SAA ' s Basic Archival Conservation 
Program. 

The three-day workshop will consist 
of lecture/discussions on various aspects 
of conservation philosophy and admini-
stration as well as hands-on demonstra-
tion and practice of basic archival 
conservation techniques. Subjects 
covered include: causes of deteriora-
tion; environmental controls; 
implementing a conservation program; 
disaster preparedness; care of non-
textual records; and preservation 
microfilming. A kit of conservation 
supplies will be provided to each .· 
participant to be used during the 
hands-on practicum. 

Enrollment is limited; tuition is 
$75. Persons eligible to attend the 
worksh6p must currently hold a position 
in a manuscript or archival repository 
and have little or no previous training 
in conservation. 

Inquiries and requests for 
applications may be directed to the 
Basic Archival Conservation Program, 
at SAA's new address: Society of 
American Archivists, 600 S. Federal, 
Suite 504, Chicago, IL 60605. 

The Basic Archival Conservation 
Program is funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

************************************** 
OPEN ENTRY is a publication of the 
Michigan Archival Association, appearing 
quarterly. Contributions are welcome. 
Editors are Mary Jo Pugh, Michigan 
Historical Collections, Bentley 
Historical Library, 1150 Beal Avenue, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109, and 
Pat Hudson, Archives and Historical 
Collections, EG-13 Main Library, 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, 
Michigan 48824-1048 
************************************** 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 19, 1983 

Present: Richard Harms, Larry 
Hall , Sr. Celeste Rabaut, Theresa 
Spence, Francis Blouin, Dave Johnson, 
and Patricia Hudson (ex offic-io). 
Absent: Dave Horrocks, Larry Massie 

With the election of new officers 
at the morning business meeting, Fran 
Blouin welcomed Sr. Celeste Rabaut and 
Larry Hall as new members of the Board 
and Thomas Featherstone as Secretary-
Treasurer. Sr. Mary Lucy McDonald and 
Dick Harms, the outgoing officers, were 
congratulated by President Blouin for 
their contributions to the Association. 

Continuing the practice begun at 
the February Board meeting, a Board 
member serving in the second year of his 
term is to assist the Secretary-Treasurer 
by recording the meeting minutes. As a 
result, Dave Johnson will fulfill this 
function. 

Dave Johnson reported on his find-
ings regarding the Michigan Archival 
Association's possible role in organizing 
workshop(s) on archival principles and 
procedures for the nonprofessional 
archivist and manuscript curator. After 
reviewing past efforts of the Association 
in this area, several alternatives were 
suggested. Included were the following: 
members of the Association could organ-
ize and conduct the seminar without 
reimbursement; professionals could be 
hired to organize· the workshop and 
speakers could be paid an honorarium; a 
workshop could be held in conjunction 
with the meeting of a state-wide organ-
ization such as the Historical Society 
of Michigan. After discussion, Fran 
Blouin said that he would contact Tom 
Jones, Executive Director of the 
Historical Society of Michigan, in order 
to determine the interest and feasi-
bility of holding a workshop in con-
junction with the Historical Society. 

Next, the cost and method of 
producing the upcoming MAA occasional 
paper were discussed. A motion was 
made by Sr. Rabaut and seconded by 
Theresa Spence that the new publication 



be on 8~" x 11" paper, single spaced 
and typed on one side. President 
Blouin authorized the Treasurer to 
spend up to $400 for producing 300 
copies of the 100 page manuscript . 

Since Larry Massie, chairman of 
the Printed Works Committee, was un-
able to attend the meeting, no report 
was given on the Committee's activities. 

Pat Hudson has agreed to assume 
the responsibilities for preparing 
the Open Entry during Mary Jo Pugh's 
upcoming leave of absence. Michigan 
State University's Archives and 
Historical Collections has offered to 
type the newsletter. 

The Treasurer ' s Report was 
.presented by outgoing Treasurer Dick 
Harms. He noted that the balance as 
of May 18, 1983 was $1,549.10 and that 
the Association now has 177 members. 
The report was accepted unanimously. 
Due to the election of a new Secretary-
Treasurer, President Blouin appointed 
an audit committee consisting of 
William Wallach and Paul Conway as is 
the practice when there is a change in 
this office. 

In a memo to Fran Blouin, Fred 
Honhart reported on the status of the 
Library Theft legislation. The report 
explained that both Senate Bill #14 
and #15 have been considered by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. It has 
been determined that Senate Bill #14 
is unnecessary since existing legis-
lation covers the theft of library 
materials. Senate Bill #15, which 
exempts library personnel from civil 
and criminal liability when there is 
a probable cause of believing that a 
theft has occurred or records malicious ...... 
ly destroyed, is being rewritten. 
The Executive Board expressed its ap-
preciation to Fred Honhart for his 
efforts on this matter. 

Under new business, Pat Hudson 
indicated that there was an interest 
on the part of some Association mem~
bers to remove from the By-Laws any 
restrictions upon the number of 
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elected officers who can serve from 
the same institution. A suggestion 
was made that the present restriction 
be removed for the office of President 
and Secretary ... Treasurer and retained 
for the Board members. President 
Blouin said he would ask the most 
recent Nominating Collllllittee to study 
this matter and prepare an amendment 
which the membership can consider at 
next year's business meeting. 

Next, William .Wallach, Sr. 
Celeste Rabaut and Paul Conway will be 
asked to serve on the fall Program 
Committee. Bill Wallach will serve as 
the chairman. 

Also, under new business, Pat Hudson 
asked that the program committee have 
the responsibility for either appoint.,... 
ing individuals who will prepare re-
ports on each program presentation or 
obtain a brief report directly from each 
speaker for inclusion in Open Entry. 
A motion was made and seconded. It was 
carried by the Board. 

Since there was no further business , 
Fran Blouin adjourned the meeting. 

Respectively submitted, 
David J. Johnson 
Recording Secretary 

MICHIGAN ARCHIVAL ASSOCIATION 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
September 27, 1983 

Present: Francis Blouin , Thomas 
Featherstone, Larry Hall, Dave Horrocks, 
Pat Hudson (ex officio), David Johnson, 
Sr. Celeste Rabaut, and Theresa 
Sanderson Spence. 

President Blouin opened the meeting 
with an account of recent communications. 
He has sent a letter to Representative 
Perry Bullard in support of the Michigan 
Archives-Library Theft bill. The bill 
has passed the Senate and is now in the 
House Judiciary Committee, which is 
chaired by Representative Bullard. 

The Society of American Archivists 



has announced that space will be avail-
able in its exhibit area, in two hour 
blocks, for representatives from 
regional archival organizations at its 
upcoming annual meeting. Francis 
Blouin will check on available times 
and Thomas Featherstone and Theresa 
Spence have volunteered to man the 
table. Thomas Featherstone will 
bring MAA brochures for distribution. 

In a related topic, Dave Horrocks 
passed on a concern voiced by Patricia 
Bartkowski that the MAA be more active 
in placing displays .at professional 
meetings. Thomas Featherstone 
volunteered to create a new display 
for the 1984 Local History Conference 
in Detroit. Dave Horrocks and David 
Johnson moved that $25.00 be allocated 
for the display. The motion was 
seconded by Theresa Spence and passed 
unanimously. 

Francis Blouin noted that the 
SAA Regional Archives Activity Com-
mittee will meet during .the SAA 
Conference. It is hoped that someone 
from MAA will be able to attend. 

President Blouin read to ~the 
Board a memo from SAA President J. 
Frank Cook concerning the SAA Task 
Force on Archives and Society. The 
Task Force's mission is to set goals 
for the SAA on ways to promote aware-
ness of archives among the general 
public and to improve the image of 
archivists in the public mind. Larry 
Hall, Dave Horrocks, Francis Blouin, 
Theresa Spence, and Sr. Celeste Rabaut 
all commented on the seriousness of 
the problem. Although it was agreed 
that the image of archivists in 
Michigan is not bad, the consensus of 
the Board was that the major problem 
was a lack of any image in the public 
mind. Sr. Celeste Rabaut and Theresa 
Spence suggested that the problem be 
the topic of the Spring, 1984 -meeting . 
This will be discussed at a later 
Board meeting. 

The Fall 1983 111eeting has been 
moved to Michigan State University in 
East Lansing and the date changed to 
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November 4, 19~3. The program will have 
papers on the Michigan Newspaper Project, 
the assessment of Michigan's archival 
needs, and 111icrocomputers. 

David Johnson reported on the pro~ 
posed conference on introduction to 
archives to be conducted by the MAA. 
Plans still call for the conference to 
be held in conjunction with a meeting 
of the Historical Society of Michigan. 
The constituency for the conference 
would be persons from small historical 
agencies. Theresa Spence suggested that 
the conference be held the afternoon 
before the Historical Society meeting~ 
David Johnson raised the question of 
costs to the Association~ and Theresa 
Spence added that a packet of materials 
will probably have to be prepared for 
each participant. President Blouin 
stated that he will most likely form a 
committee to handle arrangements for the 
conference. He will check on the loca~

tions of Historical Society of Michigan 
meetings. It was agreed that the per-
son(s) teaching the conference would be 
reimbursed by the Association for their 
expenses if they were required to travel 
a far distance. It is probable that 
Dave Horrocks and Tom Powers will 
teach the conference. At the next Board 
meeting, action will be taken to set the 
conference details and write a budget. 
The target date for the conference is 
Fall, 1984. 

Three hundred copies of the MAA 
Occasional Paper #4, Research Sources ·In 
Michigan, have been printed and require--
binding. Sr. Celeste Rabaut will handle 
the binding at a cost of $1 per book. 
The binding will be done in time for the 
Fall 111eeting. David Johnson moved that 
$300.00 be authorized to spend on binding. 
Dave Horrocks seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. Dave Horrocks moved 
that the price of the book be set at 
$5 . 00, including postage. The motion 
was seconded by Larry Hall and passed 
unanimously. 

President Blouin reported that Larry 
Hassie will no longer be ab.le to serV"e 
as chair of the Printed Works Committee. 



The work of the Committee will continue 
after reorganization. 

Thomas Featherstone reported an 
income of $96 and expenses of $505.22 
for the period July 16 to September 27, 
1983. Current funds are $959.59 and 
membership is 142. Secretary-Treasurer 
Featherstone reported he had investi-
gated the question of bulk mailing. 
Current costs for mailing Open Entry 
are approximately $240.00.~lk mail-
ing would save approximately $100.00 
in the first year. Eighty dollars 
would be required; $40.00 for the 
yearly peiEID.it and a $40.00 one-time 
start-up fee. Theresa Spence moved to 
authorize the expenditure of $8.0 .00 
for bulk mailing privileges and Dave 
Horrocks seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. One problem is that the 
minimum number of items that can be 
mailed is 200. Members of the Board 
agreed to send to the Secretary-
Treasurer names of organizations which 
might wish to receive copies of Open 
Entry. 

A program committee will be 
formed to oversee the Spring meeting. 
Paul Conway will be asked to chair 
the committee. Bill Cunningham and 
Eliaabeth Yakel will be asked to fill 
the remaining two spots. Sr. Celeste 
Rabaut will check to see if the meet-
ing can be held at the Sisters, 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary in Monroe. 

Theresa Spence suggested that 
the Spring 1985 MAA meeting be held in 
Houghton during the centennial cele-
bration of Michigan Technological 
University. Fred Honhart has also 
suggested that the Fall 1984 meeting 
be held in conjunction with the 
Michigan Library Association at the 
Renaissance Center in Detroit. He 
will be asked to investigate costs, 
such as room rent. 

The question of the formation o{ 
a Nomination Committee was tabled until 
the next Board Meeting. 
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Under new business, Pat Hudson 
passed out copies of a proposed amend-
ment to the MAA constitution, authored 
by her and Patricia Bartkowski, which 
would change the language concerning 
institutional affiliation of officers 
and board members. The proposed amend~ 
ment reads: 

"The President and Secretary-
Treasurer may not represent the 
same institution. Of the three-
year Executive Board members, no 
two may represent the same 
institution. An officer and a 
three-year member of the Executive 
Board may represent the same 
institution." 

The Board will discuss the proposed 
amendment at the next meeting. 

The next meeting of the Executive 
Board will be on November 4, 1983 in 
East Lansing. 

Respectfully submitted , 
Thomas Featherstone 
Secretary-Treasurer 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
November 4, 1983 

Present: Francis Blouin, Thomas 
Featherstone, Larry Hall, Dave Horrocks, 
Pat Hudson (ex officio) , David Johnson, 
Sr. Celeste Rabaut, and Theresa Sanderson 
Spence. 

The Executive Board met briefly 
before the Fall meeting in East Lansing. 
Francis Blouin gave the Board updates 
on old business. 

The conference on introduction to 
archives will be held in conjunction with 
the October, 1984 meeting of the 
Historical Society of Michigan in Port 
Huron. Dave Horrocks and Tom Powers, 
the instructors for the conference, will 
be in charge of the arrangements and 
budget. 

Theresa Spence reported that it will 
not be possible for the Association to 
meet in Houghton in 1985. She suggested 



that the Association meet in the upper 
peninsula in the Fall of 1986 in con~ 
nection with the Historical Society 
of Michigan annual meeting. She also 
suggested the possibility of holding 
a workshop during one of the Historical 
Society's Upper Peninsula meetings. 

The Association's new puhli= 
cation, Research Sources in Michigan, 
has been bound and is ready for 
distribution. Thomas Featherstone 
will hand out copies to members at 
the Fall meeting. Copies will he 
mailed to members who could not at-
tend. 

President Blouin read a letter 
from Le Roy Barnett in which he de~ 
clined the chairmanship of the Printed 
Works Committee. It is uncertain when 
the committee will be active again. 

Paul Conway will chair the Spring 
meeting program committee. Bill 
Cunningham and Beth Yakel will also 
serve on the Committee. Francis 
Blouin and Sr. Celeste Rabaut reported 
that the meeting will be held at the 
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in Monroe. A luncheon 
will be arranged for the meeting. 

A Nominating Committee will be 
formed consisting, in part, of persons 
leaving the Board in the coming year. 
Theresa Spence and Dave Horrocks will 
serve and they will find one other 
person to be on the Committee. 

The proposed constitutional 
amendment on institutional affiliation 
for officers and Board members will 
be voted on by the membership at the 
Spring meeting. 

Respectfully submitted~ 
Thomas Featherstone 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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MICHIGAN ARCHIVAL ASSOCIATION 
SECRETARY.,;.TRE;ASU:RER'S REPORT FOR 
JULY 16 - DECEMBER:- 31, - :1983 

Beginning Balance $1,364.92 

Income + 493.80 

Dues $138.50 
Luncheon 329.30 
Non-member 
registration 26.00 

Other -
TOTAL $493.80 

Expenses -~213 .26 

Printing $419.00 
Postage 96.00 
Luncheon 313.35 
Other: 

Cover, binding 
of RESEARCH 
SOURCES IN MI 318.60 

Annual Corp-
oration 
Report 10.00 

Bank charges 
(checks, etc.2 24.51 

Fall meeting 
room rent 31.20 

TOTAL $1,213.26 

Ending Balance $ 645.46 

Ethnic Newspaper Guides on hand 30 

Disaster Responses on hand 11 

Current Membership 151 

Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas Featherstone 
Secretary-Treasurer 



SAA ANNOUNCES NEW PUBLICATION 

The Society of American Archivists 
has added a new title to its list of 
publications on archival topics. 
ARCHIVES AND MANUSCRIPTS: CONSERVATION. 
A MANUAL ON PHYSICAL CARE AND MANAGEMENT, 
by Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler, addresses 
problems and issues in archival conser~ 
vation and offers solutions to assist 
archivists in caring for their 
collections from a sound conservation 
perspective. It emphasizes the need to 
consider conservation as an integral 
part of existing archival and curatorial 
functions. Chapter headings include 
the following: 

-Conservation Philosophy 
-Nature of Archival Materials 
-Causes of Deterioration 
-Creating a Suitable Environment 
-Storage of Archival Materials 
-Integrating Conservation and 

Archival Administration 
-Conservation Treatments 

The manual is extensively illustrated 
with photographs and drawings, and also 
contains a bibliography and glossary 
of terms. 

144 pages, paper . $7 to SAA 
members, $9 to others. All orders 
should be directed to SAA ' s new address: 

Society of American Archivists 
600 South Federal 
Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60605 

NEWS FROM MARAC 

The Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Archives Conference (MARAC) has begun 
a Technical Leaflet Series, the purpose 
of which is to provide brief, practical 
information about selected archival 
topics suitable especially for beginners 
in the profession. 

There are a limited number of extra 
copies of the three Technical Leaflets 
published to date: 

"Appraisal of Social Welfare Case 
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Files", by Thomas E. Mills 

"Computing the Total Cost of 
Archival Processing" , by Thomas 
Wilsted 

"Planning for Archival Programs: 
An introduction" , by B.ruce W. 
Dearstyne 

Single copies can be obtained at 
no cost by sending a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to the series editor: 

Gregory S. Hunter 
Director of Archival Programs 
United Negro College Fund, Inc. 
500 East 62nd Street 
New York, NY 10021 

Please specify which Technical 
Leaflet you desire. 

**REMINDERS FROM MAA ' S SECRETARY-
TREASURER** 

Dues 

The 1984 MAA membership dues 
are due. General membership is $5.00; 
student membership is $2.50. Please 
make checks payable to ' 'Michigan 
Archival Association" and mail to 
Thomas Featherstone. 

New MAA Publication 

MAA's most recent publica~ion , 

Research Sources in Michigan, was 
distributed to those members who 
attended the fall meeting in East 
Lansing. Members who were not at the 
meeting should be receiving their 
copies by mail. If yours has , not 
yet arrived, please contact Tom 
Featherstone at the following address: 

Thomas Featherstone 
Archives of Labor & Urban Affairs 
Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 
(313)577-4024 



1984 NHPRC RECORDS PROGRAM GRANT DEADLINES ANNOUNCED 

February 1, June 1, and October 1 are the 1984 deadlines for submission of 
grant applications to the records program of the National Historical Publications 
and Records Commission. Commission meetings to consider the applications will be 
held approximately four months after each submission deadline. Any non-profit 
institution in the United States or its territories is eligible to compete 
for records program grant funds, which support projects leading to the improvement 
or development of archival programs. Records grant funds available during the current 
year total $2 million. 

In reviewing and recommending grant support for archival activities, the 
Commission prefers to fund projects that fall into one or more of the following 
aategories: 

Projects that advance archival methodology and practice and are of 
benefit to the entire profession. 

Projects that focus on types of records, records problems~ or records 
programs that are of major national significance. 

Projects that are cooperative in nature, particularly those that address 
common problems and foster the use of shared resources. 

Projects that improve, on a continuing basis, systems, procedures, 
resources, or the overall functioning of a repository~s archival 
program. 

Projects that establish archival programs where none exist and where 
the applicant institution assumes continuing responsibility for the 
support of its archives. 

Projects that identify, preserve, and make available for use records 
valuable to an understanding of American history. 

The Commission places particular emphasis upon the development of state 
and local government records programs, but also provides support to historical 
societies, colleges and universities, libraries, museums, professional 
associations, and a wide range of other institutions. 

support 
In addition to its staff in Washington, the records program relies upon the 

and advice ·of state historical records advisory boards in 49 of the 50 
These boards play an important role in proposal review and in program 
and coordination within the states. For more information on the records 

states. 
planning 
program, or for application forms, write: 

Records Program 
National Historical Publications and 

Records Commission 
National Archives 
Washington, D.C. 20408 
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THE ACADEMIC ARCHIV IST 
Newsletter of the Society of American Archivists 

College and University Archives Section 

Volume II Number 1 . January 1984 

C & U Archives Section Manual Committee Seeks Advice 

The Minneapolis meeting of the Section approved the for:ination of a committee 
to investigate content and procedures for the publication of an SAA manual on college 
and university archives. While a manual has been discussed for several years, 
unresolved questions remain concerning scope, level, and procedures for writing and 
publication. This committee will examine these issues, make recommendations for 
review by the Steering Committee, and seek final action by the Section at the 1984 
meeting in Washington. 

The publication of such a manual would be· of great benefit to the profession. 
The Section, or a committee thereof, cannot write the manual since .consensus 
documents do not work as practical guides to archival practice. Rather, the Section 
and the Committee can make a major contribution to the effort through defining the 
manual's scope and outlining procedures that will lead to publication. 

The Committee is composed of:. J. Frank Cook, chair, Kay Domine, Shonnie 
Finnegan, Ellen Garrison, Gregory Hunter, and William Morison. It is charged with 
investigating and reporting on the following: 

1) Prospectus defining the level, scope, and contents of a manual on college 
and university archives to be published as part of the SAA' s manual series. 

2) Project schedule covering the approximate time required for coordination 
with SAA officers, author selection, preparation of drafts, reviews, and 
final production. 

3) Qualifications desired of an author and recommendations on a process to 
locate and engage an author. 

4) Suggested procedures for the review of drafts and the final manuscript . 

5) Maintenance of close liaison with SAA Council, the Publications Board, 
and the Director ' s office to coordinate the Section's plans with SAA ' s 
publication procedures. 

The advice, ideas, and recommendations of each member of the Section are needed 
at this time. A status report will appear in the Spring Academic Archivist. 
Following approval by the Steering Committee, summary recommendations will be 
published prior to the Washington meeting in the mid~Summer issue.. You are encouraged 
in the strongest possible terms to share your thoughts with the Connnittee. 

Based on preliminary conversations, the Committee has found a consensus for a 
manual on institutional records (but with sections on theme collections) that would 
1) serve both the beginning and experienced archivist, 2) assist the initial 
development and the growth of established archival programs at both small colleges 
and large universities, and 3) be of value to academic archivists with specialized 
concerns and responsibilities such as: records 1llanagements, special collections, or 
assisting scholarly research. If you fail to comment on these proposals ~ or share 
!our own ideas - you will be passing up an opportunity to shape one of the most 
important documents of our prgf ession, 
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SPOTLIGHT 

The Finnish-American Historical Archives, located on the campus of Suomi College, 
was first organized in 1932, having been conceived during the decade before by Kosti 
Arho. Its primary intent was to serile as a place of safe-keeping for the written record 
of the events, personages, and activities in the lives of Finnish-Americans. Dr. 
Armas K.E. Holmio, archivist from 1954 to 1974, was instrumental in processing the bulk 
of the collection. This is a slow and tedious task , requiring a person trained in 
archival procedures and possessing appropriate linguistic skills. 

Creating Records 

Although Finns had arrived in the American Delaware Colony already in 1638 ~- with 
and as Swedish citizens -- very little records exists of their lives and contributions. 
Perhaps it was with a sense of loss of the early records and the continuity of their 
lives and history in their offspring that made the more recent immigrants aware of the 
importance of historical records and how easily peoples disappear into the American 
mainstream. • 

In spite of the rather small number of Finnish immigrants coming to America (380,000) 
and the smaller number who remained (ca. 300,000), the Finns were remarkably prolific 
in wielding the pen -- printing and publishing a vast number of newspapers, periodicals, 
pamphlets, and books. The div~sion of the Finns into separate groups -- politically, 
religiously, and socially -- created a bid to survive through print. 

Each group had its society, hall, or church, as well as its printing press and 
endless communications. The goal of each was to inform and convert to competing causes 
their fellow Finns, among whom few were illiterate. Hence, no wonder there is the problem 
of collecting, indexing, and preserving their immense volume of written records. 

Collecting Material 

The urgency to collect immigrant materials was especially strong during the 1940s, 
1950s, and 1960s, so that the Finnish-American Historical Archives is among the largest 
and most significant collections of Finnish-American history today. Hardly any important 
research on Finnish-Americans can be carried out without access to the archives. Re-
searchers and historians feel, however, that there ought to be a special effort made to 
collect all available historical records from all known sources before the records are 
destroyed or are otherwise lost. 

The present collection consists of over 100,000 unpublished and about 5,000 published 
pieces. It includes newspapers, magazines, books, records, photographs, tape recordings, 
documents, and letters. Major subject areas are the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Suomi College, temperance, the labor and cooperative movements, and cultural societies. 

The Archives also houses a Pioneer Library of books carried by the immigrants from 
Finland. These books are now rare -- published in Finland prior to about 1890, when the 
peak of immigration began -- and include not only Finnish literature, but also trans-
lations of other literatures into Finnish. 

The Remaining Challenge 

Although a great deal of the work of collecting and processing materials is already 
accomplished, there is still much to be done. It remains for us to collect the balance 
of the materials -- no matter what their condition -- from attics, desks , halls, homes, 
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and churches before it is irretrievably lost. The most important items still in Finnish 
communities include: 

a) Hand-written items, such as letters, diaries, journals, minute books 
b) Finnish-language newspapers published in North America 
c) Photographs, films, slides, sound recordings 
d) Other relevant materials 

Genealogical Research 

Many individuals are interested in learning about their own family backgrounds. This 
isn't an easy task unless your grandfather was someone about whom other people wrote. 
Early records in America often indicated only "Finland" as place of birth, giving no con-
sideration to the name of the town or village in Finland. And then there is the problem 
of name changes. 

You who have done family research know how tedious it is. You can help others by 
providing the Finnish-American Historical Archives with copies of your histories, in-
cluding the references you used. Some helpful references for doing Finnish family re~ · 

search are the histories of the various towns and parishes in Finland. The more of 
these histories we can acquire, the better our genealogical reference collection will be. 

If you think you have these kinds of historically valuable items and would like to 
ensure their preservation in an archives, please contact the Finnish-American Historical 
Archives. 

*************************************************************************************** 

(Cont. from page 3) 

journals; the use of microcomputers in 
manuscript collections; disaster plan-
ning; privacy and confidentiality; 
and two sessions dealing with the 
special concerns of religious archives. 

Special events planned by MAC include 
an opening reception at the world-
renowned Newberry Library; a walking/ 
shopping tour of Chicago's "Magnificent 
Mile" and the "Here's Chicago" exhibit 
at Water Tower Place; a tour of 
Graceland Cemetary; the MAC Mixer; 
and a Saturday softball game in one 
of the city's beautiful lakefront 
parks. 

For further information on the 
Conference, contact: Susan Sacharski, 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital, 516 W. 
36th St., Chicago, IL 60609, (312) 
649-3090. 
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SOME AIDS TO INEXPENSIVE MANUSCRIPT CARE 

By David W. Carmicheal 
Graduate Fellow 

Western Michigan University 

The American Archivist reported in 1982 that one third of the college and university 
archives they surveyed had no full-time professional staff. Another one-third had only 
a single trained archivist. This same report found that one-half of the archives sur-
veyed operated on an annual .budget of $7500.00 or less.I . With so little help and money~ 
archivists in small institutions may despair of ever giving collections the care they 
deserve. Enterprising archivists, however, may be able to devise ways of caring for 
their collections without devastating their budgets. Easy to find materials can be 
used to conserve and maintain archival collections. 

"Fumigation" is often a costly and complicated process. Many archivists do not 
even contemplate it unless they discover a document so pest-ridden that it poses a 
hazard to other manuscripts in the collection. However, an inexpensive process may 
remedy the problem in most manuscripts. Simply place the document in a cupboard above 
a dish containing about two ounces of Formalin. (Formalin is an aqueous solution of 
formaldehyde and methanol. It is available from chemical supply houses, but it is. a 
controlled substance and so must be purchased by an institution rather than an indi-
vidual.) For twelve hours the cupboard should remain sealed (perhaps with duct tape 
to make it airtight) after which the document should be aired for several hours.2 
The archivist might test the affect of Formalin on the ink of the document by checking 
the process after the first half hour or hour. If any discoloration has occurred, the 
manuscript should be removed and aired thoroughly. It is essential that the archivist 
work in a well-ventilated area. Formalin is a dangerous chemical, but exercising 
proper caution the archivist can safely use this treatment to rid most documents of 
pests. 

"Dessication" is a more common problem in most archives. Dry and brittle documents 
can be especially aggravating if they need to be unfolded or unrolled. A plastic 20~ 
gallon trash can serves effectively as an inexpensive humidity chamber. A document 
suspended on a wire cooling rack or piece of screen above a dish of water and sealed in-
side the trash can will a.bsorb enough moisture (usually in a few hours) to become pliable. 
Some documents may require up to 24 hours of this treatment before they can be flattened, 
but since some papers will mold after only a few hours, the process should be checked 
every hour or two. When the paper is moist i!= should be easy to unfold. After such a 
manuscript has been unfolded, it should be placed between blotters and flattened under 
weights. Change the blotters several times the first hour and then replace the weights 
and flatten the document for at least one week to prevent curling. 

The archivist who presses many manuscripts, photographs, or maps might build a 
simple and inexpensive book press. Simply select two boards of any size and drill 
holes in each corner of both boards. Depending on the thickness of the boards and the 
size of the material to be pressed, select bolts up to 12 inches long. Using the 
bolts, washers, and wingnuts (as shown in figure 1) the boards can be fastened firmly 
together with the document sandwiched between. One might cover the boards on one 
side each with plexiglass, but since manuscripts will often be pressed between pieces 
of blotting paper this may not be necessary. 

Dirty or stained documents can be found in every archives. The best tool for re-
moving surface dirt is often an eraser. The least abrasive are kneadable or Pink 
Pearl brand erasers. Be sure to work the eraser from the center of .the docmnent to the 
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edge to avoid tearing the paper. A piece of day-old bread is not as abrasive as most 
erasers and may clean just as well. But stale bread should be used with caution be-
cause it may be too abrasive for some papers, and it may leave a residue of organic 
particles that e~courages mold. 

Stains are more difficult to remove. Some archivists have found that a stained 
document may be cleaned reasonably well using household bleach (household ammonia may 
work as well). Dilute the bleach according to the directions on the bottle and then 
test a small section of the document for colorfastness. One way to do this is to 
moisten a cotton swab with the diluted bleach and wipe it across a small and discrete 
area of color on the document. If any color adheres to the cotton swab the color is 
not fast. It is important to i11l!D.ediately flood the spot tested with water to neutralize 
the bleach. If the ink is colorfast turn the document over and apply the bleach a 
little at a time to the back of the stain using a camel's hair brush. In this way the 
bleach soaks through the paper and removes the stain a little at a time. When the spot 
has faded, stop adding bleach and sponge the spot with a very wet cloth to neutralize 
the effect of the bleach. Blot the area and set it aside to dry. 

A black and white document (or a color document on which the ink is absolutely 
colorfast) that is badly stained may be immersed in water in which a very small amount 
of bleach has been dissolved. Support the manuscript on a glass plate before immersing 
so that it can be removed without tearing. Watch the document closely while it is in 
the water and remove it immediately if the ink shows any sign of fading. When it has 
been removed from the water, rinse the document thoroughly and set it aside on the glass 
to dry. Often documents treated with this process do not need to be pressed. If it 
becomes apparent, however, that the document will wrinkle or curl while drying, wait 
until it slides easily from the glass and then press it between blotters. Again, the 
blotters should be changed often during the first hour, and the document should be 
pressed for at least one week. 

Archivists can save a good deal of money by building their own storage units. A 
map case, for instance, is priced beyond the budgets of most smaller archives, but a 
simple one is inexpensive to build. Fasten sheets of plywood and 2 x 4s together (as 
shown in figure 2). The plywood and the supports can be cut to your specifications at 
any lumberyard. The shelves should probably be not more than six inches apart since 
maps in a stack higher than five or six inches ·are difficult to locate. If dust and 
light pose a particular hazard in your archives, add plywood walls and doors to the 
unit (see figure 3). To protect the maps while they are on the shelves, place them in 
folders. These can be constructed out of acid-free paper folded in half and closed at 
the sides with staples or glue. 

In the average archive it is often difficult to justify expensive and time-consuming 
conservation measures and maintenance techniques. But no collection need deteriorate 
because of budget cuts. These are just a few of the things archivists can improvise to 
safeguard their collections. By using a little ingenuity archivists can give their 
collections better care without prohibitive expense. 

!Nicholas C. Burckel and J. Frank Cook, ''A Profile of College and University Archives 
in the U.S.,'' American Archivist 45 (1982); 415, 418. 

2see, H.J. Plenderleith, The Conservation of Antiquities and· Works of Art (London; 
Oxford University Press, 1956), p. 57. 
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NEWS FROM ARCHIVES IN MICHIGAN 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 
AND HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

Collections 

The Soil Conservation Society 
of America, Michigan Chapter. Papers, 
1947-1982, have been processed. The 
collection contains subject files from 
the Michigan chapter, national meeting 
data and publications which deal with 
land use, natural resources and soil 
conservation. Also processed is the 
Michigan Polar-Equator Club. Records, 
1951-1979. Included in this collection 
are the club's reference files and 
documents of its political activities 
dealing with a wide range of topics 
related to conservation and hunting 
in the north half of the western 
hemisphere. Of particular note are 
the club's efforts to create a trail 
across Michigan along the 45th parallel 
of latitude (midway between the north 
pole and the equator). 

Accessions 

Among the most noteworthy 
accessions to the Archives are two 
portfolios of photographs by noted 
New York photographers Ralph Gibson 
and Helmut Newton. The Gibson port-
folio .contains ·eleven prints and is 
titled "Days at the Sea", the Newton 
portfolio is aptly titled "15 Photo-
graphs". Also received were the records 
of the Michigan Dietetic Association, 
1929-1975. The preliminary survey 
indicates the collection contains 
minutes, subject files and scrapbooks. 
Finally, 292 films have been added to 
our collection of football game films. 

Activities 

Frederick L. Honhart and Pat 
Hudson attended the fall M.A.C. 
meeting at Champaign-Urbana. At the 
Fall Meeting of MAA Dr. Honhart spoke 
about the purchase and use of a micro-
computer, and Pat Hudson gave a demon-
stration with the computer on how to use 
a data base management system. Dr. 
Honhart has also made several visits 
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last fall to various repositories to 
examine computer applications to archival 
systems. Dick Harms' paper "Scientists 
versus Farmers" was published in 
Michigan History, and the paper on 
lumbering sources was published in 
the latest MAA Occasional Paper. 
Pat Hudson contributed three of the 
bibliographies to that Occasional 
Paper. All three staff members 
have expended effort on learning to 
use the microcomputer. 

Dick Harms 

GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

News Notes 

Former First Ladies Betty Ford, 
Lady Bird Johnson, and Rosalynn Carter 
will be at the Gerald R. Ford Museum 
in Grand Rapids on April 19 and 10 to 
lead a conference entitled ''Modern First 
Ladies: Private Lives and Public 
Duties". 

The Library and Museum staffs have 
finished the design, construction and 
installation of a new exhibit entitled 
"Photographing the Presidents: Herbert 
Hoover to Gerald Ford". The exhibit, 
which draws upon the audiovisual 
holdings of all the presidential libraries, 
will be located in the lobby of the 
Library for much of this year and then 
will go to Grand Rapids for use at the 
Museum. 

Dave Horrocks has compiled the 
first edition of an annual newsletter 
aimed at keeping researchers current 
on the expanding availability of the 
Library's holdings. Copies were mailed 
to former researchers, the writers of 
recent reference letters, and appropriate 
department chairpersons at nearby 
colleges and universities. Copies are 
available upon request. 

-Staff Activities 

Don W. Wilson, Director of the 
Library and Museum, attended the annual 
SAA meeting, October 7 in Minneapolis, 



and presented a paper on recent develop-
ments in presidential libraries. 

Members of the Library staff have 
attended a number of professional 
conferences: Dennis Daellenbach--SAA, 
Minneapolis, October 4-7; Sandy Raub, 
David Horrocks, Paul Conway, and Dennis 
Daellenbach--MAA, Lansing, November 
17-19. 

Jeanne Schauble and Dennis 
Daellenbach participated in the 
Declassification Training Seminar 
held at the Eisenhower Library, Novem-
ber 8 and 9 . 

David Horrocks has been appointed 
head of the Midwest Archives Conference 
membership committee, and a member of 
the NHPRC Michigan Committee on Manu-. 
script Depositories. 

Bill McNitt 

THE FINNISH-AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
ARCHIVES (FAHA) 

Suomi College hosted "Finn 
Faith Forum" July 29-31, 1983. This 
was a weekend of lectures and audio-
visual presentations about the religion 
of the Finnish people by scho_lars 
from the U.S., Canada, and Finland. 
The Archives presented a display of 
newspapers and books depicting this 
theme. The same display was then 
transported to Minneapolis for the 
first annual FinnFest USA, August 5-7. 

One of the newspapers shown was 
an early issue of the AMERIKAN 
SUOMALAINEN LEHTI published in Hancock 
by A.J. Muikku in 1876. This was the 
first Finnish-language newspaper 
published in North America. 

Juha Pentik~inen, professor of 
religion at the University of Helsinki, 
and his wife Elina spent several days 
this summer researching the American 
Laestadian (Apostolic Lutheran) move-
ment. He initiated an exchange agree~ 
ment whereby the FAHA will off er to the 
University of Helsinki Library any 
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Finnish books of a religious nature 
printed in the U.S. that are duplicates 
in our collection. 

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 
AND COPPER COUNTRY HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 

Since the last report in mid~summer 
the Copper Country has accumulated 100+ 
inches of snow and the average temperature 
has dropped about 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The hot humid days of sunnner and out of 
town researchers seem very far in the 
past now. However since then, there has 
been a lot of activity. 

In August the 2nd annual conference 
of the Cornish Cousins g~thered on 
Michigan Tech's campus. This meeting of 
the clan brought in individuals from 
Cornwall, England, British ColUm.bia, 
Canada and various Midwestern towns. 
Many of the conference attendees used 
the Archives facilities for genealogical 
research. A paper, "How To Do Genealogi-
cal Research at the MTU Library", 
written by Theresa S. Spence, was 
presented. 

With the beginning of the school 
year in September new student assistants 
were trained. Returning assistants were 
briefed on the stack reorganization which 
took place over the sunnner. During the 
fall quarter several local newspaper 
titles were prepared for microfilming 
and delivered to Lansing. Most of the 
newspaper collection had not been filmed 
since 1972. At the same time, T.S. Spence 
attended the Michigan Newspaper Conference. 

In October the official church 
records from the Sacred Heart Church 
were vacuumed dried in the Chemistry/ 
Chemical Engineering Department. These 
records were frozen after a fire razed 
the church. Also during the month 
T.S. Spence attended the annual meeting 
of the Society of American Archivists and 
participated in a session titled ''The 
Reference Revolution and the University 
Archivist". 

In preparation for the centennial 
celebration a Library Committee was 



formed. Plans for sponsoring an event 
each month are underway. 

In the fall Martin McLaughlin, 
Doris Hambacker and Carol Texley 
visited the Archives as part of the Local 
Records Survey Project. Hop_efully, 
as a result of their inventorying, 
archival records from the depository 
counties will be transferred to the 
Archives. In December Kay Masters and 
T. S. Spence tdured the Suomi Archives 
at Suomi College in Hancock. Robin 
Alanen resigned from her position as 
archivist in mid-December. 

Lastly, two classes of students 
from Houghton High School toured the 
Archives, viewed video films and used 
resources as part of the study of 
labor relations. 

Theresa S. Spence 

ARCHIVES OF LABOR AND URBAN AFFAIRS, 
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

Archives Activities 

The 26th annual Local History 
Conference will take place at Wayne 
State University's McGregor Center on 
Friday and Saturday, April 13 and 14, 
1984. Sessions will be held on archives, 
Detroit and Michigan history, historic 
preservation, anthropology, ethnic 
history, preservation of photographs, 
the Michigan Newspaper Project, genealogy, 
book ' collecting, and local historical -
societies. Films on Detroit and 
Michigan history will be shown each 
morning. The Friday afternoon 
speaker on oral history will be Charles 
Morrissey, a nationally recognized 
authority on the subject. The speaker 
for the Henry D. Brown Memorial 
Lecture on Friday evening will be 
Robert Warner, Archivist of the United 
States, who will talk about the 
fiftieth anniversary of the National 
Archives and Records Service. 

In November 1983 the Walter P. 
Reuther Library Award for Labor and 
Social Justice was presented to Ken 
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.Morris 1 retired UAW Executive Board 
member. He is the fifth recipient of 
the award, which was presented to him 
by WSU President David Adamany. The 
Archives has received a grant from the 
UAW to support an oral history project 
which will conduct interviews of 
recently retired UAW Executive Board 
111embers and other key UAW staff. This 
will supplement the Archives' collection 
of 140 interviews concerning the 
formation of the UAW. 

In January 1984, the Archives 
resumed publication of its Newsletter. 
Volume 5, Number 1 reports on events in 
the Archives over the last year or so, 
and is available upon request from the 
Archives. Please address inquiries 
to Malvina Hauk Abonyi, the Newsletter 
editor. 

Collections 

New accessions to the Archives 
include the collections of Douglas 
Fraser, recently retired UAW president; 
Emil Mazey, retired UAW secretary-
treasurer who passed away this past 
fall; and Jerry Wurf, president of 
AFSCME who died in 1981. 

Collections recently opened for 
research include the files of the UAW 
Women's Auxiliary (8 linear feet) 
from the 1930s until it was absorbed by 
the UAW Women's Department in the 1970s; 
the files of the International Printing 
Pressmen Local 2 (17.5 linear feet) 
which date from 1899 to 1961; the 
papers of Albert Kemkpton Williams 
(8.5 linear feet), a CIO organizer who 
worked with various unions from the 
early 1930s until the 1950s; the papers 
of Loretta Moore (12 linear feet) who 
was active in Michigan NOW and Detroit 
Community affairs; and the files of 
Arnold Zander (57.5 linear feet), 
first president of AFSCME, which date 
from 1927 through 1962. 

Staff Activities 

Joan Rabins has authored an article 
titled "Records Redux: A Report on a 
Study of Redescription", which will 



appear in the Winter 1983- 1984 
Midwestern Archivist. Patricia Painter 
has written a report of the conservation 
seminar taught by George Cunha, in the 
summer of 1983, to appear in Conservation 
Administration News. 

Staff members who attended the 
SAA meeting in Minneapolis in October 
include Tom Featherstone, Margery Long, 
Dione Miles, Philip Mason, Warner 
Pflug, and Joan Rabins. Mrs. Miles 
gave a paper on Agnes Inglis in a 
session entitled "Archival Foremothers", 
and Dr. Mason participated in a session 
on "Minorities and the Archival 
Profession". 

Patricia Scollard Painter 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 
BENTLEY HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Activities 

A conference to commemorate the 
sesquicentennial of the founding of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Detroit was jointly sponsored by the 
Archdiocese and by the Bentley 
Historical Library. Held at the Bentley 
Library in November, the conference, 
Church History Retrospect and Prospect, 
explored the current status of church 
history as an academic discipline 
and suggested the implications of 
current scholarship for future research 
in American church history. Participants 
included: the Reverend Leonard Blair, 
Archdiocese of Detroit; the Reverend 
James Hennesey, Boston College; the 
Reverend Kenneth Hill, Eastern Michigan 
University; the Reverend Robert Trisco, 
Catholic University of America; 
Professor Philip Gleason, University of 
Notre Dame; Professor Glen Jeansonne, 
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee; 
Professor Jo Ellen Vinyard, Marygrove 
College; Professor Leslie Tentler, 
Archdiocese of Detroit and University 
of Michigan, Dearborn; Professor Gerald 
Moran, University of Michigan, Dearborn; 
and Professors Francis X. Blouin, 
Robert F. Berkhofer, Jr., Raymond 
Grew, J. Mills Thornton,III, and Maris 
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Vinovskis from the University of 
Michigan . 

The Bentley Library hosted a group 
of University of Michigan alumni as 
part of the Alumni Association's 
"Coffee with the Faculty". William 
Wallach and Marjorie Barritt gave 
short introductions to the manuscript 
and university records holdings of the 
Library. · Nancy Bartlett described the 
role of the reference staff and Jim 
Craven talked about conservation . 
The morning session ended with a tour 
of the Library. 

On October 23, 1983, the Saarinen 
Chapter of the Society of Architectural 
Historians met at the Bentley Historic&l 
Library. Assistant reference archivist 
Nancy Bartlett showed the group a 
selection of the library's manuscript 
and visual collections that document 
Washtenaw County's architectural 
history. The meeting was followed 
by a colorful fall tour of four of 
the county's small towns, Dexter, 
Chelsea, Manchester, and Saline, which 
are noted for their architecture. 

Exhibits 

An exhibit entitled "German-
Americans in Michigan" which commemorates 
the 300th anniversary of German immigra-
tion to the United States is on display 
at the Bentley Library through February. 
Assembled by Nancy Bartlett and Ken 
Scheffel, the exhibit illustrates the 
German immigrants' experiences in 
Michigan with manuscripts, photographs, 
newspapers, and lithographs. 

In celebration of the tenth anniver-
sary of the Bentley Historical Library, 
an exhibit, "The Bentley Historical 
Library: A Ten Year Retrospective" 
was displayed during September and 
October. 

Publications 

Also commemorating the tenth 
anniversary of the Library is the 
Michigan Historical Collections 
Bulletin #32, An Enduring Gift: The 
Bentley Historical Library Ke~per of 



Michigan's History. The Bulletin 
recognizes the generosity of the many 
friends who made the Bentley Library 
a reality, especially Mrs. Arvella 
Bentley whose major gift was a memorial 
to her late husband, Alvin M. Bentley. 
Included in An Enduring Gift is a 
biography of Alvin M. Bentley, 1918- 1969, 
United States Congressman, University 
Regent and philanthropist. The Bulletin 
also includes a short description of the 
collections housed in the Library and a 
description of the many functions which 
the Library serves. 

Number 17 of the Bentley Library 
publication, the "Michigan Gazette" 

. b Th "G " appeared in Octo er. e azette 
which is. sent to friends of the Michigan 
Historical Collections describes the 
activities of the Library and includes 
a list of all donors of material from 
July 1, 1982 through June 30, 1983. 

Accessions 

Accessions of university records 
included 196 feet of records from the 
period of Floyd A. Bond's deanship of 
the School of Business Administration, 
1960-1979, and additional records of the 
School, 1945- 1983. This accession has 
made the documentation of the School of 
Business Administration among the most 
complete of any unit on campus. Dean 
Bond's papers document his administration 
of the School during an important period 
in its development; they also document 
Dean Bond's involvement in business 
education nationally and internationally. 

Ten feet of records were accessioned 
from the Affirmative Action Office, ca. 
1969- 1975, including records of the 
Women's Commission and of the Council 
for Minority Concerns. 

Recently accessioned manuscript 
collections include the records from 
the Ypsilanti architectural firm of 
Z.T. Greganoff, 1928 .... 1977. The 
Greganoff firm was responsible for a 
large portion of the architectural work 
done in Ypsilanti from 1925 through 1965. 

The papers of Robert E. Aldrich, 
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collector of material on Concord, 
Michigan, have also been recently 
accessioned. The papers, 1783..,.J 983, 
document the history of Concord through 
manuscript, printed and photographic 
materials. The bulk of the collection 
falls in the Civil War period. Five 
feet of photographs, ca. 1885-1930, 
have been separately cataloged. 

The papers of Professor Angus 
Campbell, 1949- 1980, survey researcher 
and director of the Institute of 
Social Research, and the records of 
the Detroit Polish Activities League, 
1923-1974, were also added to the 
collections. 

Staff Activities 

Mary Jo Pugh 1 reference archivist, 
received the first Fellows Posner Prize 
given by the Fellows of the Society of 
American Archivists. The citation 
for the award which was presented at 
the SAA convention in Minneapolis 
reads, "in recognition of the most 
outstanding contribution to archival 
literature" for volume 45 of the 
American Archivist . It was awarded 
for her article, "The Illusion of 
Omniscience: Subject Access md the 
Reference Archivist" which appeared 
in Vol. 45, Winter 82. 

The Bentley Library was well 
represented by both staff and student 
interns at the SAA convention. Francis 
X. Blouin was named chair of the SAA 
Publications Management Board. He 
was also named to the editorial board 
of the American Archivist. During 
the convention, Francis Blouin chaired 
a session on immig11.ant records. Mary 
Jo Pugh, who chairs the SAA Task Force 
on Institutional Evaluation, chaired 
a workshop on institutional evaluation; 
she also serVed on the nominations 
committee. 

A large contingent of the Library 
staff attended the MAA meeting in 
East Lansing this fall. 

William Wallach, Assistant 
Director, attended the Midwest 



Archivists Conference held at Urbana-
Champaign in October. Bill gave a 
presentation on the newly developed 
RLIN format for a computerized data-
base of manuscript materials. He also 
led a workshop on grant writing. At 
the Toledo meeting of the Society of 
Ohio Archivists, Bill participated on 
a panel on the use of microcomputers. 

May Davis Hill and Mary Jo Pugh 
have been appointed to the subconnnittee 
on manuscript depositories of the 
Michigan Archival Assessment and 
Reporting Project, part of the NHPRC 
funded survey of archival agencies 
state by state. Francis X. Blouin 
has been named co-chair with Philip 
Mason of a subcommittee on state-
wide archival problems as part of the 
Assessment and Reporting Project. 

Jim Craven gave "An Introduction 
to Conservation" at the Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society in November. 

Frank Boles is on a nine month 
leave to the National Endowment for the 
Humanities where he is serving as a 
humanist administrator for the program 
office of NEH. Avra Michelson, a 
graduate of the masters program in 
library science and archival management, 
has joined the Bentley staff dividing 
her time between the processing of 
university records and the Governor's 
Papers Project. Mary Jo Pugh has just 
returned from a maternity leave. While 
on leave she continued her duties as 
lecturer in the School of Library 
Science where she teaches the archives 
course. Nancy Bartlett, a graduate of 
the masters program in history and 
archival management and a Ph.D. 
student in history, assumed the position 
of assistant reference archivist while 
Mary Jo was on leave. Mary Jo and 
Nancy will share the responsibilities 
of the reference desk for the current 
semester. 

Anne Dodge, a graduate of the 
apprentice program in conservation, 
has begun her new duties as conservator 
at the Nebraska Historical Society. 

Marjorie Barritt 
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ARCHIVES 
ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT 

The Archives has recently moved 
into new, improved,. and greatly expanded 
quarters. Although things are still 
getting settled and unpacked, this 
completes a renovation which was begun 
in 1982 with the remodelling of the 
archival vault. The new location 
provides separate areas for processing 
and research, a distinction that was 
unfortunately hard to make in the old 
area. Additionally the Archives can 
now display its book collection of 
many late nineteenth and early twen-
tieth century history and reference 
books. Highlights of this collection 
are old written and pictoral histories 
of Detroit and Michigan; regional 
studies of the Catholic Church in the 
United States, and published accounts 
of the early Catholic Synods and 
Pastoral letters. 

Leslie Tentler, associate professor 
of History at the University of Michigan, 
Dearborn has been chosen Archdiocesan 
Historian. She is continuing Fr. 
George Fare's book The Catholic Church 
in Detroit 1701 - 188-S:-- Prof. Tentler's 
work will be more of a social history 
and treat the history of the diocese up 
to 1958. 

In November the Archives carried out 
a series of lectures entitled the 
"Parish History Program". These 
introduced the use of primary sources 
to popular and amateur historians who 
had been called upon to write a 
history of their parishes. Topics 
included the problems and gaps in 
the records documenting the life of 
a parish, various sources of information, 
and archives and libraries, other than 
the Archdiocesan Archives, that house 
information on Catholic churches in the 
Detroit area. Joe Oldenburg of the 
Burton Historical Collection spoke on 
the resources of that institution. This 
was the first attempt of a program like 
this in the area and all the participants 
left a little better equipped to research 
their parishes. 

Beth Yakel 



STATE ARCHIVES 

Accessions 

All of Michigan's constitutions, 
1835-1963, both adopted and rejected, 
now reside in the State Archives. They 
came to the Archives as part of a 
series of accessions recently received 
from the Office of the Great Seal. 
Also included as part of that series 
of accessions are the Executive Journals, 
1814-1959, and Legislative Journals, 
1835-1851. The Executive Journals are 
a record of the exercise of executive 
power by the governors of the state. 
They include pardons granted, appoint-
ments made, and proclamations issued. 
The Legislative Journals record the 
daily proceedings in both legislative 
chambers. 

The records of the Michigan 
Reformatory at Ionia, 1888- 1976, 
contain a significant body of material 
which is now available for use. Records 
dealing with the administration of the 
facility cover the period of i940- 1976, 
while resident records include the 
period of 1888-1960. 

Conservation 

Conservation of photographs, 
documents and cartographies continues 
as a priority activity in the Archives. 
Since last reporting, 500 photographs 
received attention. Additionally, 
sixty-six document items were sent to 
two conservation labs for treatment 
and have since been returned. The 
letter appointing Lewis Cass as gover-
nor, plans for bridges across the Cass 
and Au Sable rivers, ca.1877 and ca. 
1880 respectively, maps of lands of 
the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw 
Railroad, ca.1865, and the Manistee 
and Northeastern Railroad, 1899~ 
1903 were among the items conserved. 
The bulk of the remaining items 
conserved are maps of the U.P. counties, 
state roads and profiles of river 
improvements. 
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Activities and Projects 

Nancy Malan 7 NARS Photographic 
Archivist, has submitted her consultant 
report relative to the Archive 1 s 
photographic collection~ John Curry 
worked closely with Ms. Malan and is 
currently planning ways to put her 
recommendations into practice. 

Contracts have enabled the Archives 
to carry on several projects this year. 
Two individuals~ Doris Hambacher and 
Carolyn Texley, have contracted to 
inventory records in thirty- nine 
counties. Since beginning in October, 
they have worked in ten counties. 
The NHPRC provided the enabling funds 
for this project. 

Geneva Wiskemann is also working 
on contract for the Archives as a 
processor. Her contract expires at 
the end of February. ,Thus far access-
ions from the State Police, the Michigan 
Reformatory, Ionia, the Newberry 
Regional Hospital and the Mackinac 
Bridge Authority have been completed 
and made available for public use. 

Volunteers have provided and 
continue to provide valuable service 
to the Archives. Their efforts make 
the Archive's holdings more available 
and useful to researchers. Ann 
Preston of Eaton Rapids has completed 
a name index to the voluminous GAR Post 
records. The 3x5 card index is now 
located and ready for use in the 
Reference Room. Ann is currently 
preparing a similar name index from the 
Civil War Graves Registration records. 
Two other volunteers, Sarah Morris and 
Bill Haughton, both from Lansing, have 
provided silllilar services. Bill's 
work in recent months has centered on 
map cataloging while Sarah's efforts 
have been directed toward evaluation 
of folder needs and sub-categorization 
of the general photographic collection. 

Staff .members have also been 
involved in several projects. John Curry 



assisted in organizing the recent 
"Preserving Photos" workshop sponsored 
by the Photographic Advisory Council. 
Lee Barnett, in addition to some time 
spent inventorying Cleveland Cliff records 
in the U.P., addressed both the Registered 
Surveyors of Central Michigan and an 
M.S.U. Geography class. Both Lee and 
Dave Johnson attended the fall MAA meet-
ing. Mart McLaughlin attended the fall 
MAC meeting in Champaign-Urbana and pre-
sented two records management seminars 
to Michigan Township Officials. 

Martin McLaughlin 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

Frank Boles 
1420 17th St., N.W., Apt. B 
Washington, DC 20036 

Susan Stawicki 
109 Wellington St. 
Berea, Ohio 44107 

NEW MEMBERS 

Nancy Bartlett 
Bentley Hisborical Library 

University of Michigan 
1150 Beal Ave. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 
(313) 764-3482 

Christine Bartz 
Cranbrook Institute of Science 

500 Lone Pine Road 
P.O. Box 801 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48103 
(313) 645-3255 

Betty Crilly 
Kellogg Company 

11601 Scott Park Rd. 
Delton, MI 49046 

Kurt C. Dewhurst 
MSU Museum 

Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1054 
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Foster L .. Fletcher 
Ypsilanti Historical Society 

220 N. Huron St. 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 

Anne Frantilla 
Bentley Historical Library 

510 E. Ann 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Gerald Kurk 
Huron County Historical Society 

36304 Winterset 
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Jane Mcclary 
Lansing Public Library 

401 South Capital 
Lansing, MI 48914 

Avra S. Michelson 
Bentley Historical Library 

University of Michigan 
1150 Beal Ave. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 

Michigan Council for the Arts 
Resource Library 

1200 Sixth Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48226 

He lmi Raaska 
Bentley Historical Library 

University of Michigan 
1150 Beal Ave. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 

Carolyn Texley 
Michigan State Archives 

619 Fairfield 
Lansing, MI 48906 

Kathleen Thompson 
Cass County Library 

319 M-62 North 
Cassopolis, MI 49031 
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Introduced by Senator Sederburg 

Act No . .2- 2 3 
Public Acts of 1983 

Approved by Governor 
NOV 23 1::J8j 

, STATE OF MICHIGAN 
82ND LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 1983 

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 15 
AN ACT to amend section 2917 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, entitled as amended "An act to 

revise and consolidate the statutes relating to the organization and jurisdiction of the courts of this state; the 
powers and duties of such courts, and of the judges and other officers thereof; the forms and attributes of civil 
claims and actions; the time within which civil actions and proceedings may be brought in said courts; pleading, 
eYidence, practice and procedure in civil and criminal actions and proceedings in said courts; to provide 
remedies and penalties for the violation of certain provisions of this act; and to repeal all acts and parts of acts 
inconsistent with, or contravening any of the provisions of this act," being section 600.2917 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws. 

The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

Section 1. Section 2917 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, being section 600.2917 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws, is amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2917. (1) In any civil action against a library or merchant, or an agent of the library or merchant, for 
false imprisonment, unlawful arrest, assault, battery, libel, or slander, if the claim arose out of conduct involving 
a person suspected of removing or of attempting to remove, without right or permission, goods held for sale in a 
store from the store, or library materials from a library, and if the merchant, library, or agent of the merchant 
or library had probable cause for believing and did believe that the plaintiff had committed or aided or 
abetted in the larceny of goods held for sale in the store, or of library materials, damages for or resulting from 

. mental anguish or punitive, exemplary, or aggravated damages shall not be allowed a plaintiff, unless it is 
proved that the merchant, library, or agent of the merchant or library used unreasonable force, detained 
plaintiff an unreasonable length of time, acted with unreasonable disregard of plaintiffs rights or sensibilities, 
or acted with intent to injure plaintiff. 

(2) A:s used in this section: 
(a) "Library" includes a public library; a library of an educational, hist.Orica], or eleemosynary institution or 

organization; a museum; an archive; and a repository of public records, or historical records, or both. 
<b) "Library material" includes a plate; picture; photograph; engraving; painting; drawing; map; newspaper; 

book; magazine; pamphlet; broadside; manuscript; document; letter; public record; microfilm; sound recording; 
audiovisual material ; magnetic or other tape; electronic data processing record; artifact; and other documentary, 
written, or printed material. 
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