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The 2010 Michigan Archival Association Annual Meeting will take place in Detroit, the 
fabulous Motor City! The Program and Local Arrangements Committees have been working 
hard to ensure an enriching and entertaining program of events and sessions. 

Accommodations this year are at the Double Tree Guest Suites Fort Shelby Hotel. With a 
state-of-the-art business and conference facility and wireless Internet access throughout, we 
will enjoy a great venue to serve as home base for our meeting activities. 

The Annual Meeting will get underway on Thursday with an opening plenary session hosted 
by MAA President Whitney Miller. This will be followed by a full complement of sessions on 
everything from the restoration of the Fort Shelby Hotel to Digital Finding Aids. All our meals 
and sessions will take place at the conference hotel. 

On Thursday evening there will be a reception at the Detroit Public Library's Burton Historical 
Collection Reading Room from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free parking will be available at the 
library or guests may arrange to take the hotel shuttle. 

Our luncheon Keynote speaker on Friday will be Kevin Boyle of The Ohio State University. 
Kevin will be spec.:<ing on "Looking for History in Some Very Small Places." 

We are repeating our very successful silent auction to raise money for Michigan History Day 
and our MAA Scholarship Fund, which provides annual support to a student from both Wayne 
State University and the University of Michigan graduate archival programs. Anyone interest
ed in donating items for the auction should contact Carol Vandenberg of Madonna University 
Library at cvandenberg@madonna.edu. 

Many thanks to all the hard work the committee members have put in organizing the meet
ing: Local Arrangements Committee: Mary Wallace (Chair), Kristen Chinery, Elizabeth Clem
ens, Troy Eller, Deborah Rice, and Jo Russ; Program Committee: Marilyn McNitt (Chair), Dan 
Golodner, Karen Morgan, and Mike Smith. 

We look forward to seeing everyone in Detroit! 

Detroit skyline from Windsor, 1931. Courtesy Walter P. Reuther Library. 



Meeting Information Be Special Events 

Registration 
For your convenience, the meeting registration desk, located 
in the conference center of the Double Tree Guest Suites Fort 
Shelby Hotel, will be open from 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. both 
Thursday and Friday, and 2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. on Thursday. 

Hotel Information 
The Double Tree Guest Suites Fort Shelby Hotel/Downtown 
Detroit, 525 West Lafayette Blvd., is our conference hotel. 
On Thursday and Friday our meeting sessions, breakfasts, 
lunches, and refreshment breaks (part of the annual meeting 
registration) will be held in the hotel's conference center. The 
hotel is conveniently located in downtown Detroit, near Greek
town and Comerica Park, among other attractions, and is only 
one block from the Detroit People Mover Fort/Cass Station. 

A block of rooms has been reserved from June 23-28 at the 
MAA conference rate of $99.00 per night (not including state 
and local taxes) during the above dates and/or until the group 
block is sold-out. This rate is for either a 2-Queen bed, 2-room 
suite or a 1-King bed, 2-room suite. The hotel staff looks 
forward to welcoming you with their signature warm chocolate 
chip cookie at check-in time, which is 3:00 p.m.; check-out is 
at noon. 

Reservations can be made on line by going to http://tiny.cc/ovszm 
or by calling the hotel directly at 313-963-5600. Mention that 
you are staying as part of MAA to receive the meeting rate. 
Cancellations must be received 24 hours prior to arrival. 

From 1-94 take the M-10/Lodge Freeway Exit south to the 
Howard StreetjCobo Parking Exit (Exit 1Cf. Drive through the 

Fort Shelby Hotel, c. 1930s. Courtesy Walter P. Reuther Library. 

first light and turn left on the next street (Lafayette). Follow 
Lafayette east 4 blocks, the hotel is on right. Valet parking is 
available at the entrance on Lafayette Blvd. and is included in 
the price of the room. 

Tours 
Model T Plant Tour 
The Ford Model T factory on Piquette Avenue is largely un
changed from its 1904 beginning and will be a sure delight 
for car enthusiasts or anyone interested in history. See 
www.tplex.org for more in-depth information on the location's 
rich history. Cost is $10.00 per person. The hotel shuttle will 
transport participants to and from the tour site. 

Architectural Walking Tour 
Preservation Wayne, Detroit's oldest and largest preservation 
organization, will lead a walking tour of the architectural high
lights surrounding the downtown area. This tour will depart 
rain or shine, so bring an umbrella or raincoat. Walking shoes 
a plus as the tour will last two hours. Cost is $10.00 per per
son. The tour will begin in the hotel lobby. 

Comerica Park Tour 
A visit to the home of Detroit Tigers baseball includes the 
press box, visitor clubhouse, and dugout areas. This tour lasts 
one hour and 15 minutes. Cost is $6.00 per adult, $3.00 per 
child (age 5-17), and children under 5 are free. Transportation 
from the hotel to the ballpark via the Detroit People Mover is 
$0.50 per person each way (payable at the station) and is not 
included in the tour price. 

Silent Auction 
This year MAA will once again hold a silent auction to raise 
funds for Michigan History Day and the MAA Scholarship Fund. 
Items will be on display at the registration desk. The highest 
bidder must be present at the end of the conference to accept 
their winnings. Among the items in this year's auction is an 
Eames Molded Plastic Chair by Herman Miller, Inc. The winner 
of this auction item will be able to specify color, base, etc. See 
http:j /www.herma nm i I I er.com/Products/Ea mes-Molded-Plastic
Chai rs for details. II itch Holdings, Inc. donated a baseball 
signed by Willie Horton - a member of the Tigers 1968 World 
Series Championship team. Other items include wine, His
tory of Detroit CDs, a mystery gift, and a quilt lover's basket. 
We expect to receive additional items between now and the 
conference, so check your conference packets when you arrive 
for a complete list! 

Reception 
The Detroit Public Library and the Friends of the Detroit Public 
Library will host a reception in the Burton Historical Collec
tion's Reading Room on Thursday, June 24th. The reception 
will start at 6 p.m. (when the library closes to the public), 
and end at 8 p.m. For the reception, conference attendees 
will have access to free parking in the Detroit Public Library's 
parking lot after 5 p.m. Attendees will also have access to the 
hotel shuttle for transportation to and from the reception . 

Schedule 

Thursday, June 24 
8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Registration 

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
Plenary Session in the Crystal Ballroom 
Greeting from Whitney Miller, MAA President 
Plenary Address by Mike Smith, 
Director of the Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University 
"Diverse, Digital, and Documentary Challenges: 
The Archives of Labor History and Urban Affairs at 50" 

9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 
Digital Finding Aid Projects 
Today patrons can use on line finding aids to determine if an 
archiv~s or library has the materials that could satisfy their 
research needs before even leaving home. Deborah Rice of 
the Walter P. Reuther Library and Greg Kinney of the Bentley 
Historical Library will discuss their respective institutions' con
version from paper to online finding aids, the development of 
priorities, collaboration, and costs. This will include a demon-

• str_atio.rL~ique for marking-up a finding aid. 

~ottection Oddities-~ 
~~~u_sual th_Logs_sometimes make their way into an archives. 

Often these materials encourage archivists to broaden their 
collection policy to include new and different paths neve( before 

\\ j considered. Randy Scott of Michigan State University Special 
f'l ff Collections~Hl-di_?Cct s the Comic Art Collection and its use by W._l· scholars. rank Bol of the Clarke Historical Library will discuss 

l 0 i some of th ual hp!d!n~~ ~r Central Michigan University. 
' \ll!'·vJIAA~-

10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Break 

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
Google 
The University of Michigan Library has developed a relationship 
with Google to digitize their library holdings and make them 
available online. Through that relationship, the Bentley Historical 
Library has also recently had its printed holdings digitized and 
made available. ~nkle of the University Library and Len 
Co~y Library will discuss the philosophy behind 
~project, the expectaTion'S;'ihe-tr-i.umµbs ifficulties. 

Archival Education 
Archival education has changed since many cf us went to 
library school, when there were no classes specifically about 
archives. Joe Turrini, Assistant Professor in the Library and 
Information Science Program at Wayne State University and 
Coordinator of the Archival Administration Program, and Julie 
Judkins, recent graduate from the University of Michigan 
School of Information, will discuss the two curriculums cur
rently offered in Michigan. 

Detroit Tigers Baseball Stadium, 2009. 
Courtesy Walter P. Reuther Library. 

12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Lunch & Business Meeting in the Crystal Ballroom 

2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Registration 

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Tours (Please see the meeting information page for complete 
descriptions and costs) 

Model T Plant Tour 

Architectural Walking Tour 

Comerica Park Tour 

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Reception 
Burton Historical Collection Reading Room, Detroit Public Library. · 

Detroit waterfront, 2009. 
Courtesy Walter P. Reuther Library . 

• 



Schedule 

Friday, J ne 25 

8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Registration 

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Me Mail 
Email messages and their attachments have supplanted paper 
correspondence for most important business at colleges and 
universities. Experience tells us that these types of records are 
important, but unless there is a system that will facilitate the 
movement of these records to archives, they will certainly be lost. 
Nancy Deromedi of the Bentley Library and April McKay of the 
University of Michigan will discuss the specifics of these issues. 

The Modern Archivist 
Our work environment and work load has changed greatly over the 
years, in no small part because of modern technological innova
tions. Jo Russ of the Walter P. Reuther Library will discuss how 
current technologies have changed her entire work structure, from 
acquisitions and processing to donor relations and reference. 

• Sharon Carlson of Western Michigan University will talk about the 
challenges faced with electronic records and how these records 
have affected her work. 

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Break 

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Restoration of the Fort Shelby Hotel 
Bill Aprill of the Double Tree Guest Suites Fort Shelby Hotel will 
describe all aspects of the renovation and restoration of this 
historic hotel, which reopened December 15, 2008 after sitting 
empty for decades. The building has undergone a painstaking res
toration to once again stand as the premier downtown Detroit hotel. 

Digital Projects 
More and more researchers are clamoring to have original source 
material digitized and loaded on the web so they don't have the 
expense of traveling to various repositories to do their research or 
don't have to share with other researchers. Kathy Schmeling of 
the Walter P. Reuther Library and Stacy Davis of the Gerald Ford 
Presidential Library will discuss the issues and expense facing 
their repositories as they prepared a frequently-used collection for 
digitization and the effects digitization had on their institution and 
their researchers. 

T he NEXT 
.i\1AA Annual Meeting 

June 22-24, 2011 
Beaver Island 

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Keynote Speaker, 

Kevin Boyle. 
Courtesy eHistory@ The Ohio 

State University, 2010. 

Lunch & Keynote Address by Kevin Boyle, 
Professor of American History at The Ohio State University 
"Looking for History in Some Very Small Places" 

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Developing Web Pages Using Drupal and KORA 
Ed Dusch will share the experiences of the Michigan State Uni
versity Archives staff with using the digital repository application, 
KORA. A software application for creating collections of digital 
objects of all media types, KORA allows for easy file uploading 
and metadata entry. KORA was developed by MATRIX, a digital 
humanities research center at MSU. Paul Neirink of the Walter P. 
Reuther Library will share his experience with Drupal, an award
winning open source content management platform. 

3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Silent Auction & Closing Remarks 
Gather to see the conclusion of the silent auction and find out 
who made the winning bids! 

View of Penobscot Building from Detroit's financial district, 2009. 
Courtesy Walter P. Reuther Library. 




