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President's Column 
Greetings! 

I am very excited to begin my time as the Michigan Archival 
Association president. I remember back in 2002 when Marian 
Matyn of the Clarke Historical Library put me on the Program/
Local Arrangements Committee for the 2003 Annual Meeting 
scheduled to take place in Mount Pleasant, Michigan. I had recently 
started my position as the University Archivist/Special Collections 
Librarian at Ferris State University. I had actually just come over 
for a tour of their new library. While 40 miles west, I was the 
closest archivist in the upper Lower Peninsula, and Marian and 
Frank Boles (also of the Clarke Historical Library) thought this 
would be a wonderful opportunity for me. So I agreed. This later 
led to me running for a Board position at that 2003 meeting. I’ve 
been involved since that time, first as a Board member and then as 
Vice President/President-Elect. I’ve also been a presenter and 
attendee at conferences. 

My story is an example of what I think what our organization 
should be. We want to provide our members with the 
opportunity to partake in professional development, but more 
importantly, a chance to get involved and make connections. 
Not everyone in the profession can afford the fees and travel 
costs associated with the national or even regional 
organizations and their meetings. That is why we move our 
annual meeting around the state (and we look forward to seeing 
you in Holland in June 2015). The Board is open to any 
proposals from any region of the state, so if you have an interest 
in a conference in your area, please contact us. We also sponsor 
an annual Fall Workshop in cooperation with the Historical 
Society of Michigan. This year it took place November 7 in 
Lansing and focused on oral history. We provided a grant to 
help fund member travel to and registration for the Fall 
Workshop.  

While we do try to meet member needs, and have made great 
strides, we still need to do more. I’d like to address a comment 
made in our survey from our last meeting on Mackinac Island. The 
individual said, “Even though I’ve attended several of the annual 
conferences, I still do not feel an integral part of the organization, 
or feel I know that much about what others are doing.” I suspect 
this member may not be the only one who feels that way, and I’d 
like to change that. Any member should feel free to contact me or 
any Board members directly with any suggestions on how to 
increase participation. If it is a matter of not being aware when 
involvement opportunities are there, please let us know of a more 
effective way to communicate them. 

Please consider a way to become involved in the organization. We 
have a number of committees and are looking for volunteers for  
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Melinda McMartin Isler, June 
2014.
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President’s Column (continued) 

them. Not all of the committees require in-person attendance at 
Board meetings. Some are temporary (like the committee to review 
the questions on our survey sent out after the annual meeting, 
chaired by Board member Carol Vandenberg) or standing 
committees (like the Nominations Committee, which recruits 
candidates to run for officer and Board positions). We are always 
looking for presenters and session chairs at our conferences. If you 
are just getting started, you may want to consider being a 
moderator for a panel presentation.  

Communication is critical to being aware of the organization and 
member activities. I’ve turned over my responsibilities as MAA 
Online Editor to Casey Westerman, University Archivist at Wayne 
State University, who carries on this role as Web and 
Communications Coordinator. The Communications Team (which 
also includes Vice President Rebecca Bizonet and Board Member-
at-Large Chrissie Evaskis-Garrett) is reviewing ways in which to 
best communicate with you. Open Entry is in its fortieth year and 
its final print issue, as we transition to an electronic-only 
newsletter. I, along with the rest of the Board, strongly encourage 
members to submit content and give us feedback. That will allow us 
to be the member-centered organization of opportunity that I know 
MAA can be.  
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Calendar of Events for  
Michigan Archivists 2014-2015 
• October 30 (Thursday 5:30 p.m.) - Metro Detroit Archivists League 

(MEDAL) (Arbor Brewing Company, Ann Arbor) - for future meetings 
see  www.facebook.com/groups/MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague 

• November 7 (Friday 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.) - MAA’s Fall Workshop, 
“Planning and Conducting Oral History Projects,” (Historical 
Society of Michigan, 5815 Executive Drive, Lansing 48911) 
www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops/ 

• December 5 (Friday 9:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m.) - SAA Workshop, 
“Project Management for Archivists” (Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor) http://saa.archivists.org/events/
project-management-for-archivists-1559/568/ 

• March 27 (Friday) - Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners Meeting 
(Hatcher Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor) http://
archives.msu.edu/about/conferences.php?about_conferences  

• June 11-12 (Thursday-Friday) - MAA’s Annual Meeting (Holland, 
Michigan - Haworth Inn and Conference Center) http://
miarchivists.wordpress.com/ 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops/
http://saa.archivists.org/events/project-management-for-archivists-1559/568/
http://archives.msu.edu/about/conferences.php?about_conferences
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops/
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MAA Committees 
Annual Meeting Committee 
Conference Coordinator and Chair: Kristen Chinery, 
(313) 577-8377, kristen.chinery@wayne.edu 

Program Subcommittee:  
Chair: 
• Nicole Smeltekop, (517) 884-0818, nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu  
Members: 
• Hillary Gatlin gatlinhi@msu.edu  
• Alexandra Orchard, alexandra@wayne.edu  

Local Arrangements Subcommittee: 
Chair: 
• Geoffrey Reynolds, (616) 395-7798, reynoldsg@hope.edu 
Members: 
• Pat Nanzer 
• Meghan Courtney  

Auction Subcommittee: 
Chair: 
• Nancy Richard, (616) 331-8726, richanar@gvsu.edu  

Nominations Committee: 
Chair: 
• Rebecca Bizonet, rbizonet@gmail.com  
Committee will form in December 2014-January 2015.  MAA members 
who have an interest in becoming a board member, or know someone 
who has expressed an interest, should contact Rebecca, who as Vice 
President, functions as the chair of the Nominations Committee. 

Ad Hoc Scholarship and Grants Committee: 
Chair: 
• Sarah Roberts, (517) 884-6440, rober472@msu.edu  
Members: 
• Richard Adler, rcadler@umich.edu  
• Karen Jania, kljania@umich.edu  
• Casey Westerman, casey.westerman@wayne.edu  

Photograph Credits

1 Les Miller (Mr. Cynthia R. 
Miller)

3 Les Miller (Mr. Cynthia R. 
Miller) (detail)

6 Casey Westerman, Walter P. 
Reuther Library of Labor 
and Urban Affairs, Wayne 
State University (detail)

8 Ennis & Nancy Ham Library 
of Rochester College

9 Cassandra McGuire

12 Top and Center: Tom 
Nanzig; Bottom: Dan 
Robinson (detail)

13 Left Bottom, Right Top and 
Bottom: Karen Jania; Right 
Center: Dan Robinson

14 All: Karen Jania; Except 
Left Center:Tom Nanzig

15 Karen Jania

16 Tom Nanzig (detail)

18 Rick Garcia, Director of 
Development, Historical 
Society of Michigan

25 From the collections of The 
Henry Ford, ID 64.167.79.1 
THF153942

27-28 Michigan State University 
Archives & Historical 
Collections

30 Top: Schoff Civil War 
Collection, William L. 
Clements Library, 
University of Michigan; 
Bottom: From the 
collections of The Henry 
Ford, ID 91.0.93.31 
THF62410

32 Top: From the collections of 
The Henry Ford, ID P.B.
25231 THF116037; Bottom: 
Joint Archives of Holland
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Open Entry Turns Forty 
By Rebecca Bizonet, Open Entry Editor and 
MAA Vice President/President-Elect 
The year 2014 marks the fortieth anniversary of the publication of 
Open Entry. The first issue was published in the winter of 1974. 
This year also sees the last print issue of the newsletter, as voted on 
by the membership at this year's Annual Business Meeting in June. 
Though Open Entry will no longer be printed, it will continue to be 
distributed to all members via email, on the same biannual 
schedule as before. Please be sure that MAA has your email address 
on file for our newsletter email distribution list. If this will be your 
first electronic newsletter, contact Treasurer and membership 
coordinator Susan Panak (susan.panak@arbor.edu) to give her 
your preferred email address. If you do not have an email address, 
let Susan know by sending her a letter using the contact 
information on page 2. Alternative accommodations will be made 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Coinciding with the celebration of Open Entry's fortieth 
anniversary, we are launching a new project. Working in 
partnership with the Walter P. Reuther Library, we are scanning 
and putting online the complete run of Open Entry. We had  

already posted issues going 
back to spring 2002. Now we 
are adding all issues prior to 
that point, some 64 issues. 
Readers may enjoy reviewing 
these back issues to see the 
state of the archival profession 
and institutions in Michigan 
then and now. Over the next 
year, look for periodic releases 
of these back issues on the 
MAA website, http://
miarchivists.wordpress.com/
publications/past-issues-of-
open-entry/. Announcements 
will be made to MAA members 
when installments of the back 
issues are released.  

Mary Jo Pugh served as the 
newsletter's first editor starting 
with the Winter 1974 issue. 
Active in regional and national 
archival organizations, her job 
at the time was Reference 
Archivist for the Bentley 
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The front page 
of the first-ever 
edition of Open 
Entry describes 
how the idea for 
the newsletter 
was conceived 
at MAA's 1973 
Fall Meeting 
and details 
some of its 
initial goals. 

mailto:susan.panak@arbor.edu
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/publications/past-issues-of-open-entry/
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Historical Library of the University of Michigan. Mary Jo is the 
author of Providing Reference Services for Archives & 
Manuscripts, published in 2005 as part of the Society of American 
Archivists' Archival Fundamentals Series. 

Getting things started, here is the first-ever issue of Open Entry, 
https://miarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/
open_entry_winter_1974_01_01.pdf 

Thanks go to the Walter P. Reuther Library for its assistance in this 
project.  The staff is providing the scanned copies of these Open 
Entry issues, which are searchable PDF documents. 

Readers may also notice some changes to the look and feel of the 
current issue as the editors experiment with design changes that we 
hope lend themselves to screen viewing and provide a more 
modern sensibility. In addition, we are beginning to post more 
recent issues of Open Entry on the MAA website, shortening our 
online publication embargo from one year to six months. We do 
this in the hopes of making this information more accessible to 
MAA members, as well as promoting MAA to archivists in 
Michigan and beyond. As we move forward, we continue to strive to 
make this a publication of and for Michigan archivists. 

 

Metro Detroit 
Archivists League  

Holds First Pre-Conference 
Symposium in Detroit 
The Metro Detroit Archivists League (MEDAL), an informal 
organization of archives professionals in Southeast Michigan, 
brought over thirty archivists together on July 30, 2014, for its first 
Pre-Conference Symposium. Eight speakers presented early 
versions of talks, panels, and papers that they would later deliver at 
the annual meeting of the Society of American Archivists (SAA) in 
Washington, D.C. 

The event was inspired by the realization that an impressive 
number of archivists, librarians, and students would be attending 
and speaking at this year's SAA conference. The event allowed the 

speakers to present their early 
drafts to a sympathetic 
audience, and attendees who 
weren't planning to travel to 
the national conference had the 
opportunity to hear and 
respond to presentations on a 
variety of subjects that included 
women's issues in labor 
archives, third-party privacy in 
municipal and business 
records, digital preservation 
and web archiving, and public-
private partnerships in state 
archives. 

The Walter P. Reuther Library 
of Labor and Urban Affairs, on 
the campus of Wayne State 
University, hosted the event. 
The speakers were Alexandra 
Orchard, Deborah Rice, and 
Casey Westerman of the 
Reuther Library; Rebecca 
Bizonet and Brian Wilson of 
The Henry Ford; Lori Donovan 
of the Internet Archive; Olga 
Virakhovskaya of the University 
of Michigan Bentley Historical 
Library; and Adam Kriesberg of 
the University Michigan School 
of Information. The turnout, 
participation, and reception 
were all impressive enough that 
MEDAL plans to organize more 
symposia in 2015 -- perhaps 
holding events in advance of 
the MAA and MAC annual 
meetings, as well as a 
symposium before SAA. 

MEDAL meets monthly on a 
weekday evening. The dates 
and locations of our meetings 
vary to accommodate as many 
attendees as possible. This fall's 
meetings will take place in 
Detroit, Ann Arbor, and Royal 
Oak. Please contact Casey 
Westerman at 
westerman@gmail.com, or visit 
the MEDAL website at 
www.facebook.com/groups/
MetroDetroitArchivistsLeague. 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Little-Known Collections:  

Rochester College's Michigan 
Churches of Christ Collection

By Allison McGhee, Librarian, Rochester College

Email: amcghee@rc.edu


The Ennis and Nancy Ham Library of Rochester College, in 
Rochester Hills, Michigan, received a grant awarded by DALNET 
(Detroit Area Libraries Network) in March 2011 to digitize their 
archival collection. The archival collection, generously donated by 
Vernon and Alice Boyd, is titled Michigan Churches of Christ: A 
History. Vernon Boyd, a local historian and Church of Christ 
minister, donated the collection between 2008 and 2010. Vernon 
also published a book, A History of the Stone-Campbell Churches 
in Michigan: With Emphasis on the A Cappella Churches of Christ, 
which covers much of the history, events, and people included in 
the digital collection. The collection chronicles churches within 
southeast Detroit during the Restoration (Stone-Campbell) 
Movement in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. One aspect of 
specific focus is on Churches of Christ and their member 
involvement in reconciliation during the civil rights movement. 
This project holds historical significance to those interested in 
American church history, African American churches, and  

Michigan history. The archive 
includes newspaper clippings, 
pamphlets, ephemera, personal 
correspondence, interviews, 
scrapbooks, and photographs. 
Out of 2,000 items, 338 were 
digitized.  

The DALNET grant provided 
money for a computer, a flatbed 
scanner, and archival storage 
boxes to further preserve the 
collection. Don McCatty, hired 
to work on this project, 
accessioned and organized the 
archival collection. Katelyn 
Kozhuharov, MLIS student at 
Wayne State University, 
interning for her archives 
practicum, scanned and 
entered metadata into 
SirsiDynix Horizon. The digital 
collection is housed on 
DALNET servers. Access to the 
physical collection is made by 
appointment only (call 
248-218-2260 or email  
librarystaff@rc.edu). 
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Check out the online collection:  
http://catalog.dalnet.lib.mi.us/
ipac20/ipac.jsp?
profile=rcstone.  

The Ennis & Nancy Ham Library 
of Rochester College is located 
at 800 W. Avon Road, 
Rochester Hills, Michigan 
48307. The library’s hours are 
Monday through Friday 9:00 
a.m. - 10:00 p.m., Saturday 
12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m., and 
Sunday 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.  
The website is  http://
www.rc.edu/ham-library/. 

Left: Vinewood Church of 
Christ, Detroit, Michigan, 
during building updates,   
about 1900.

mailto:librarystaff@rc.edu
http://catalog.dalnet.lib.mi.us/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile=rcstone
http://www.rc.edu/ham-library/
http://catalog.dalnet.lib.mi.us/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile=rcstone
http://www.rc.edu/ham-library/
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Scholarship Recipient for 
55th Annual Meeting 
By Cassandra McGuire, Graduate Student Staff Assistant at 
the William L. Clements Library and MSI Candidate at the 
University of Michigan School of Information

Email: cdmcg@umich.edu


When I learned that I had been chosen as this year’s Marilyn 
McNitt Memorial Scholarship recipient, I was absolutely ecstatic.  
Not only had I been given the opportunity to attend my first 
professional conference on a graduate student budget, but I was 
also getting the chance to spend several days in the breathtaking 
beauty and historic atmosphere of Mackinac Island. As a native 
North Carolinian, I had never been to the island, and I was 
definitely not disappointed. I truly could not have asked for a better 
first conference experience. 
 
For me, some of the highlights of the annual meeting were the 
“Collection Development: Determining What to Collect” session, 
with presentations by Terrence McDonald, Frank Boles, and Len 
Coombs; the “Thinking Digital” session, with presentations by Kim 
Schroeder, Brian Wilson, and Derek Spinei; and Bob Garrett’s 
presentation on Michiganology. All of these really increased my 
awareness of the breadth and depth of archival work being done in 
Michigan and gave me fresh perspectives to use in my professional 
development. I also thoroughly enjoyed touring Fort Mackinac with 
fellow MAA members and listening to Steve Brisson’s talk on 
Mackinac Island history – both excellent opportunities for an “out-
of-stater” like myself to learn more about Michigan’s past while in 
the company of fellow history lovers. 

Throughout the conference, I was pleased to get to meet and 
interact with fellow archivists from throughout the state, many of 
whom I had heard of during my time as an archives student. I was 
also fortunate enough to find myself seated at the same table as Bill 
and Rebecca McNitt during Thursday’s lunch and keynote address, 
giving me a chance to meet and speak with them and to learn more 
about my scholarship’s namesake. 

Overall, my time on Mackinac Island was extremely enjoyable and 
beneficial, both personally and professionally, and I sincerely thank 
MAA for enabling me to attend the conference.  This experience has 
made me feel more connected with the Michigan archives 
community and more confident about attending (and perhaps even 
presenting at!) future conferences. 
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About Me: 
This fall, I am entering my 
second year both as a 
graduate student at the 
University of Michigan School 
of Information (specializing in 
archives and preservation) and 
as a part-time digital archivist 
at the William L. Clements 
Library. I am currently working 
on an online exhibit for the 
Clements entitled American 
Civil War Prison Camps, which 
will serve as a resource on the 
experiences of Union and 
Confederate prisoners during 
the Civil War and will feature a 
wide range of sources from 
the Clements’ collection, 
including manuscripts, 
graphics, and printed 
materials (see page 30 for   
one example from this online 
exhibit).

Cassandra McGuire, June 
2014.
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Scholarship Committee News 
Each year, the MAA Ad Hoc Scholarship and Grants Committee 
awards a student scholarship to attend MAA's Annual Meeting and 
a grant for an MAA member to attend the Fall Workshop. This 
year, Cassandra McGuire of the University of Michigan School of 
Information received the student scholarship award. (Read about 
her MAA conference experience on p. 9.)  This year's recipient of 
MAA's grant to attend its Fall Workshop on Oral History Projects is 
once again Cheryl Chidester of the Argus Museum in Ann Arbor. 
Congratulations, Cheryl!  MAA members are encouraged to apply 
for next year's Fall Workshop grant. 

Submitted by Sarah Roberts 

Thank You, Sponsors & Donors! 
We wish to thank the following sponsors for their generous 
donations and support of our Annual Meeting on Mackinac Island: 

Institutions and Companies: 
Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Primary 
Sponsor); Archives of Michigan; Burton Historical Collections, 
Detroit Public Library; William L. Clements Library, University of 
Michigan; The Crowley Company; Ilitch Holdings, Inc.; The Island 
Bookstore; Library for Information Technology and Education, 
Ferris State University; Mackinac State Historic Parks; Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park; Herman Miller, Inc.; Murdick’s 
Fudge; The Henry Ford; Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State 
University; Society of American Archivists; Spring Arbor 
University; University Archives & Historical Collections, Michigan 
State University 

Individuals:  
Rebecca Bizonet; Ed Busch; Melissa Hernandez-Duran; Karen 
Jania; Anne Johns; William and Rebecca McNitt; Alice Pepper; 
Nancy Richard; Sarah Roberts; Gavin Strassel; Ann Swaney;  
Carol Vandenberg 

Call for Proposals: 
MAA Annual 
Meeting, 2015 
The Michigan Archival 
Association Program 
Committee is currently seeking 
program proposals for the 2015 
conference. The 2015 
conference will be held 
Thursday-Friday, June 
11-12, 2015, in lovely Holland, 
Michigan. 

Proposals may be for an entire 
session (typically two to three 
people) or for one person. We 
are happy to help match you 
with other speakers with 
similar topics.  Sessions 
typically last an hour to an hour 
and fifteen minutes depending 
on scheduling. 

From the results of our post-
conference survey in 2014, 
some topics of interest to our 
members include: 
-Digital preservation 
-Digital processing programs 
-Business archives 
-Outreach and social media 
-Archiving private collections 
-Grant writing 
-Disaster planning & response 

These are, of course, only 
suggestions – if you have a 
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particular project or an idea not on the list, we would still love to 
hear from you! Please send your name, topic idea, and a brief 
description of the topic or session to nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu. 
Review of proposals began October 27. Proposals are still being 
accepted — but please send them to Nicole as soon as possible!   

Thank you, and please feel free to spread the word…and volunteer 
others!  We are happy to contact people to fill in our program, so if 
you know someone working on an interesting project, please let us 
know. You do not have to be an MAA member to present. 

Submitted by Nicole Garrett Smeltekop 

MAA Board Elections & Appointments 
This year during MAA's Annual Business Meeting new candidates 
joined the MAA Board, along with some returning members who 
are continuing in their previous roles or expanding into new ones. 
We welcome both new and returning Board members!  New Board 
members will be profiled in this and upcoming issues of Open 
Entry, in addition to the summary statements you see here. In this 
issue, we hear from recent Member-at-Large appointee Christiane 
Evaskis-Garrett. (See p. 16.) 
  
Rebecca Bizonet, Vice President/President-Elect (2014-2016) 
Rebecca Bizonet earned her MSI with specialization in Archives 
and Records Management from the University of Michigan School 
of Information in 2001. Most recently, she worked for The Henry 
Ford, first as a processing archivist and then as reference archivist. 
Rebecca has been on the MAA Board since 2008. She also is the 
editor of MAA's newsletter, Open Entry.  

Stefanie Caloia, Secretary (2014-2015) 
Stefanie works at the Walter P. Reuther Library as American 
Federation of Teachers Project Archivist. She has an MLIS and an 
Archival Administration Certificate from Wayne State University. 
Prior to becoming Secretary, Stefanie was a member of the 2014 
Local Arrangements Subcommittee. 

Kristen Chinery, Conference Coordinator (2014-2015) 
Kristen Chinery is the Reference Archivist at the Walter P. Reuther 
Library of Labor and Urban Affairs at Wayne State University. She 
received a Master of Arts in History, Master of Library and 
Information Science, and Archival Administration Certificate from 
Wayne State University. Kristen has been part of the MAA Board 
since 2007, when she was elected Treasurer. She is MAA’s most 
recent past president and represents MAA in SAA’s Regional 
Archival Associations Consortium (RAAC). 

Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, Member-at-Large #5 (2014-2015) 
In addition to the elected Board members, an appointment was 
made to fill a vacancy left by departing member Elizabeth Skene. 

Christiane Evaskis-Garrett was 
appointed to this role in a 
Board meeting following the 
close of the conference. 
Christiane received an MSI 
from University of Michigan 
School of Information in 2010, 
with specializations in Archives 
and Records Management and 
Preservation of Information. 
She works as a Content 
Acquisitions Specialist at 
ProQuest in Ann Arbor. In 
addition to serving as a 
Member-at-Large, Chrissie 
joins Open Entry as its 
Assistant Editor. 

Karen Jania, Member-at-
Large #1 (2014-2017) 
Karen Jania is the Lead 
Reference Archivist at the 
Bentley Historical Library at 
the University of Michigan. She 
earned a Master of Science in 
Information with a 
specialization in Archives and 
Records Management from U-
M's School of Information in 
1997. Karen currently serves as 
an MAA Member-at-Large, is a 
member of the Scholarship 
Committee, and is also a past 
president. 

Casey Westerman, Member-
at-Large #2 (2014-2017) 
Casey Westerman is the 
University Archivist of Wayne 
State University. He earned his 
MLS at the University of 
Illinois Graduate School of 
Library and Information 
Science in 1999. In the past 
year he has been a member of 
the MAA Scholarship 
Committee. In addition to 
serving as a Member-at-Large, 
Casey has stepped in as MAA's 
Web and Communications 
Coordinator. 
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Michigan Archival Association 
Goes Mackinac!  

By Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, MAA Open Entry Assistant 
Editor, Board Member-at-Large, and Content Acquisitions 
Specialist, ProQuest 

Fun, friendships, and fudge were enjoyed at the 2014 Annual 
Meeting on Mackinac Island. Held at Mission Point Resort on June 
26-27, attendees enjoyed two days of good food, beautiful weather, 
and excellent sessions. 
 
Pre-conference gatherings were held on Wednesday evening, as 
people roamed the streets of Mackinac Island enjoying the fudge 
crawl and pub crawl. On Thursday, the conference began in 
earnest with sessions on reference, unique collaborations, Fort 
Michilimackinac archaeology, and digital collections. Breaking for 
lunch, our keynote speaker, Tom Pfeiffelmann, a Mackinac Island 
historian and author, regaled us with interesting anecdotes about 
the changes that he witnessed while growing up on Mackinac 
Island.  

Post-keynote, participants attended sessions on social media and 
collection development, then headed out on their Thursday 
afternoon tours at either the Mission Point Resort, Fort Mackinac, 
or the Governor's Summer Residence. The evening reception was 
held at the Richard and Jane Manoogian Mackinac Art Museum. 
Delicious hors d’oeuvres were enjoyed while attendees took in the 
interesting artwork on display. 

Friday provided informative sessions on archival logistics, 
conducting oral histories, copyright, Mackinac Island history, 
ArchivesSpace, and fundraising. Over Friday’s lunch, attendees had 
the opportunity to bid on several items from the silent auction, 
including tickets to the Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture 
Park, a Herman Miller tour and lunch, a Japanese-themed basket, 
and an autographed ball from Tigers’ pitcher Max Scherzer. At the 
Business Meeting, president Melinda McMartin Isler thanked 
outgoing president Kristen Chinery for her service, then 
immediately welcomed her back to the board as the MAA 
Conference Coordinator. Other newly elected or re-elected officials 
included Secretary Stefanie Caloia, Members-at-Large Karen Jania 
and Casey Westerman, and Vice President/President-Elect 
Rebecca Bizonet. 

While last year was the first time MAA offered a scholarship for a 
student to attend the conference, it was decided this year that the 
scholarship would be named in honor of Marilyn McNitt. After 
Diane Hatfield and Karen Jania shared their memories of working 
with Marilyn, Bill and Rebecca McNitt accepted a plaque 
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commemorating Marilyn’s contributions to the Michigan archival 
community. Bill also noted that the Mackinac Island location was 
fitting for the ceremony, as it was a special location for Marilyn 
and him. Other topics voted on at the Business Meeting included 
discontinuing the print version of Open Entry and multi-year 
membership payments, and approving a price increase for dues. 

This meeting was a rousing success! Many thanks go to Conference 
Coordinator Diane Hatfield, Program Committee Co-chairs Karen 
Jania and Carol Vandenberg and committee member Nicole 
Garrett Smeltekop, and Local Arrangements Chair Whitney Miller 
and committee member Stefanie Caloia for all their hard work. 
Special thanks also go to Carol for providing the laptops and 
projectors for the conference through Madonna University. 

We look forward to seeing you in Holland in 2015! 

MAA’s Fall Workshop on November 7:  
Oral History Projects 
By Melinda McMartin Isler, MAA President and University 
Archivist/Special Collections Librarian and Associate Professor 
of Library and Instructional Services, Ferris State University 

Co-sponsored by the Historical Society of Michigan and Michigan 
Archival Association, the oral history workshop "Planning and 
Conducting Oral History Projects" was held from 1:00-4:00 p.m., 
Friday, November 7, at the Historical Society of Michigan (HSM), 
located at 5815 Executive Drive in Lansing, Michigan.  

The session covered the process of identifying interviewees, 
developing questionnaires, and conducting interviews. A follow-up 
workshop will examine best practices in preserving these oral 
histories and making them accessible to the public. (This follow-up 
workshop is not part of MAA's fall programming, but those 
interested are encouraged to attend, www.hsmichigan.org.) 
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New Board Member 
Interview: Five Questions for 
Christiane Evaskis-Garrett 
With Rebecca Bizonet, Open Entry Editor 
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com 

Editor’s note: Following the June elections, the MAA Board has 
three new members: Stefanie Caloia, Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, 
and Casey Westerman.  As a way of introducing our board 
members to MAA’s membership, I’d like to profile them in Open 
Entry.  Now I’d like to introduce you to Christiane. 

Q: Where do you work and how long have you been there? How 
long have you worked in your current position?  What sorts of 
duties do you perform there? 
A: I currently work for ProQuest and I've been there (and in my 
current position as a Content Acquisitions Specialist) for a little 
over two years. Most of what I do centers on databases and 
metadata. I help publishers deliver electronic content to our 
processing team. The processing team gets the content into our 
databases. If something's wrong with the content (e.g. files are 
corrupted, unreadable, etc.), I work with the team and the 
publisher to fix it. Once the content is in our databases, I make 
sure the metadata is correct and, if it's not correct, work with other 
departments to make it accurate.  

Q: Where did you grow up and where did you go to school? 
A:  I was born a coal miner's daughter...just kidding. I was born in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. I was raised by my grandparents until I was 
around three years old, then I went to live with my parents in a 
very small town called Burns, in Tennessee. I alternated my 
summers between both locations. I consider myself a cultural 
Southerner, although one who will eat all the Spam and pineapple 
you offer me. Anyway, after high school I attended the University 
of Tennessee-Martin (go Skyhawks!) from 2004 to 2008, where I 
received a BA in sociology, a BA in history, and the inkling of an 
idea that I wanted to be an archivist. I decided I wanted to leave 
Tennessee for graduate school (Adventure! Different weather! 
Stranger danger! Okay, maybe not that last one); therefore, I only 
applied to schools outside of the state. (Sorry, Mom.) Even with 
the snow, the University of Michigan felt like the right fit when I 
visited the campus, so I decided to attend there. I graduated in 
2010 with my MSI, specializing in archives and records 
management and preservation of information. After some back 
and forth traveling between Tennessee and Michigan due to 
employment, I finally decided to hang my hat in the Mitten State 
for the foreseeable future. Getting married to another Michigan-
based archivist will do that to you.  
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Q: Why were you interested in serving on the MAA Board? 
A: I wanted to serve on the MAA Board because I wanted to be 
more involved in the organization and the field. I was on the 
Nominations Committee, but when the head of the committee left 
to take an AWESOME position in North Carolina, the board 
position sort of fell into my lap. I'm eager to finish out the open 
term over the next year and see what mischief I can get into. 

Q: What are your impressions of the Board so far? 
A: Everyone's been super nice, but I actually haven't been to a 
board meeting yet. Can we do a follow-up interview in a few 
months? 

Q: What would you like to see accomplished in the next year? 
A: I want to focus on MAA's outreach, especially to the student 
archives associations in Michigan. I would love to bring in new 
voices and ideas (see what I meant about mischief?). I also want to 
know how MAA can better serve both the student population and 
the overall Michigan archivist community. 

Also, in my new and shiny role as Assistant Editor for Open Entry, 
I'm hoping to get feedback on what articles and features of OE 
really interest our readers. Are there things the readers want to 
hear about that we're not covering? Are we boring them silly? What 
can we do to make OE better? 

Overall, I'm just ready to dive in and see what I can do for the 
membership! 

Michigan History Day 2014 
By Carol Vandenberg, Open Entry Contributing Editor, 
MAA Board Member-at-Large, and Reference Librarian and 
Archivist, Madonna University Library 

National History Day is a year-long program that seeks to actively 
engage students in the study of local, state, national, and world 
history. Michigan History Day is the state-level competition for this 
program. The theme this year for National History Day was "Rights 
and Responsibilities in History." National History Day in 
Michigan/Michigan History Day is an educational program of the 
Historical Society of Michigan (HSM), the state's oldest cultural 
organization. Michigan History Day's major sponsors are the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation, Meijer Inc., the Richard and Helen DeVos 
Foundation, and Amway. 

Each year Michigan Archival Association (MAA) sponsors special 
Michigan History Day awards for the Best Entry in the Use of 

Primary Sources. One award is 
presented to each of the three 
age divisions: Senior (grades 
9-12), Junior (grades 6-8) and 
Youth (grades 4-5). Students 
participate in one of five 
categories, choosing between 
paper, exhibit, documentary, 
website, or performance. 
Within each of these categories, 
they may present either as an 
individual or a group. Each of 
the awardees for Best Entry in 
the Use of Primary Sources this 
year presented as an individual. 

In 2014, Michigan History Day 
was held on April 26 at Saline 
Middle School in Saline, 
Michigan. More than 150 
students were in attendance, 
representing cities throughout 
the state, from Ada to 
Whitehall. 

 This year's winners of the MAA 
awards, representing the cities 
of Whitehall, Grand Rapids, 
and Sault Ste. Marie, 
respectively, were as follows: 

• Matt Gilbert, 11th grade, 
Senior Division, individual 
paper, for "Apartheid: White 
Dominance in Black South 
Africa." (See p. 19 for the 
article Matthew wrote 
describing his experience 
with this topic.) 

• Brett Bauman, 8th grade, 
Junior Division, individual 
exhibit, for "The Election of 
1800 and the 12th 
Amendment." Brett was also 
a national finalist, going on to 
Maryland to represent 
Michigan in this division. 

• Abigail Sarley, 5th grade, 
Youth Division, individual 
website, for "Title IX: LSSU 
Responds."  Abigail also 
achieved first place in her 
division. 
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Tamara Barnes, State Coordinator for Michigan History Day noted, 
"This year's theme—Rights and Responsibilities in History—was a 
wonderful platform for our students to examine some interesting 
subjects. We are very proud of the work presented by our students 
throughout the History Day program." 

Along with special awards such as MAA's, national finalists were 
selected in the Junior and Senior Divisions in each competition 
category, including two finalists and one alternate, and first and 
second place awards were conferred in the Youth Division. As 
noted above, MAA award winners Abigail Sarley and Brett Bauman 
earned the highest ranking in their divisions. National Finals were 
held at the University of Maryland at College Park, June 15-19, with 
several Michigan students placing within the top ten in their 
division and category. Read more about Michigan History Day 
winners and Michigan's National History Day contestants here: 
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/2014-national-history-day/.  

The 2015 annual theme is Leadership and Legacy in History, with 
the State Finals taking place April 25, 2015. The location is to be 
announced. Those wishing to judge or volunteer at next year's 
competition may find more information at HSM's Michigan 
History Day webpage, http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/.  MAA's 
silent auction, held every year at its Annual Meeting, raises funds 
for its Michigan History Day awards ($300 in total) and for MAA's 
own scholarships and grants. 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Carol Vandenberg with two of the 
MAA Primary Sources Award 
winners, Matt Gilbert and Abigail 
Sarley, April 26, 2014. 
Photograph by Rick Garcia, 
Historical Society of Michigan.

http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/2014-national-history-day/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/


FALL 2014 OPEN ENTRY VOLUME 42 NUMBER 2

A Michigan History Day 
Awardee’s Inspiration 
By Matt Gilbert 
Response to interview questions with Carol Vandenberg, 
Michigan History Day Contributing Editor, MAA Board 
Member-at-Large, and Reference Librarian and Archivist, 
Madonna University Library 

Matt Gilbert, a Whitehall High School junior from Whitehall, won 
MAA's Best Entry in Use of Primary Sources Award, Senior 
Division, for his paper, "Apartheid: White Dominance in Black 
South Africa." He responded to some questions posed to him by 
Carol Vandenberg about his research experiences with the 
following essay. 

I selected my topic of apartheid because I can sympathize with 
what these South Africans went through, on a much lesser scale. I 
am physically handicapped and I have occasionally felt like a 
second-class citizen by way of having to use alternate entrances to 
buildings, not being able to fully experience activities within 
antique buildings for lack of accessibility, and the like. Natives 
experienced things like this in inhumane ways. The oppression of 
South Africans by the Afrikaner government and the death of 
Nelson Mandela led me to dive deeper into the topic. 

My most important point that I attempted to convey was that the 
fight for social freedom in South Africa occurred just as Americans 
were fighting their battle against cultural and social repression, 
through the civil rights movement. This fight was not only in South 
Africa; this fight was a global issue.  

What was surprising to me during my research was that Nelson 
Mandela was a symbol of freedom and inspiration rather than the 
head of the anti-apartheid movement. The true leaders of this 
movement were Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Stephen Biko. 

My primary resources were interviews with John O'Brien, a white 
South African, and Kurt Troutman, a professor of South African 
history at Muskegon Community College, as well as numerous 
books, articles, and legal documents. I located many of the articles 
through the New York Times website, and the majority of my books 
were found at the Hackley Library in Muskegon. I was telling my 
dentist about my paper, when she told me about Mr. O'Brien and 
gave me his contact information. I found Mr. Troutman through a 
search on the college's website. 

The primary sources that I used enabled me to go from a basic, 
broad knowledge of the topic to a focused, detailed knowledge of 

apartheid and the movement 
against it. These in-depth 
sources included personal 
stories of black South Africans 
in various books, speeches by 
Nelson Mandela and President 
F. W. de Klerk, and a 
worldwide context of key 
foreign events that occurred at 
the same time as the anti-
apartheid movement, such as 
the American civil rights 
movement and the Cold War. 
These primary sources filled in 
the gaps of my research and 
allowed me to have a mastery of 
my topic. 

Apartheid is significant in the 
scope of history because this 
period deals with issues that, 
unfortunately, seem to be ever 
present and recurring. Racial 
inequality can be found in 
America or China, in the 1500s 
or the 1900s. This time in 
history provides a multitude of 
viewpoints on how to prevent 
and deal with any form of 
oppression, from race and 
gender, to sexual orientation 
and religion. 
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Bentley Historical Library 
The University of Michigan 
1150 Beal Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-2113 
(734) 764-3482   Fax: (734) 936-1333 
Email: bentley.ref@umich.edu  
Website: http://www.bentley.umich.edu/  
Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.;  September 
to April also open Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Staff 
In May, five project archivists joined the full-time staff of the Bentley 
Historical Library: Emma Hawker, Melissa Hernández Durán, Rob 
Goldey, Elise Reynolds, and Christopher Schunter. 

Also in May, Diane Robertson Tracy became the Bentley’s first Director of 
Development. Previously, Diane worked in development at Kalamazoo 
College, Cranbrook, the University of Michigan’s College of Literature, 
Science, and the Arts (LS&A), and most recently at the Office of University 
Development. Diane will be a critical part of the Bentley’s participation in 
the University’s Victors for Michigan fundraising campaign. 

In June, Lara Zielin became the Bentley’s first Editorial Director. In this 
position, Lara will have primary responsibility for writing, producing, and 
managing the Bentley’s communications. Previously, Lara served as editor 
of LSA Magazine, and, more recently as Editorial Director for LSA’s Office 
of Development, Marketing, and Communications.  

As anticipated, at the end of June, Len Coombs retired. Len spent 33½ 
years at the Bentley. He worked in various capacities at the library, most 
recently as head of the Michigan Historical Collections field program and 
since January 2013 as the Johanna Meijer Magoon Principal Archivist. 

On July 1, Nancy Deromedi,* formerly Head of Digital Curation, was 
appointed Associate Director for Curation. Nancy will be responsible for 
the implementation of a unified workflow for processing, preservation and 
description of all analog and digital collections. Nancy Bartlett, most 
recently Acting-Associate Director and formerly Head of University 
Archives and Records Program, was appointed Associate Director for 
Academic Programs and Collections Development. Nancy will be 
responsible for overseeing a holistic, ambitious, and stewarded collections 
development program as well as the successful development and 
execution of academic programs.  

At the end of July, Diane Hatfield, the Bentley’s Administrative Secretary 
and a longtime member of MAA, left the Bentley for a new position in the 
University of Michigan’s Shared Services Center as part of the 
Administrative Services Transformation program. Diane began working at 
the Bentley in 1974. In the 40 years that followed, she displayed an 
unparalleled level of commitment to the Bentley’s progress and success. 

Diane was the heart of the Bentley, 
a kind and steady presence that 
will be remembered and missed 
for many years to come. 

In August, Karen Sikkenga, 
Associate Director of the Matthaei 
Botanical Gardens & Nichols 
Arboretum, joined the Bentley in a 
secondary part-time appointment 
as the Bentley’s Administrative 
Director. Karen will help the 
Bentley manage the administrative 
work left behind following Diane 
Hatfield’s departure. 

Acquisitions 
Lesbian Moms' Network records, 
1999-2007. Founded in 2000 to 
create a network of lesbian parents 
and their children in the Ann 
Arbor/Ypsilanti, Michigan, area. 
Organizational activities include 
an annual educational parenting 
conference, monthly social events, 
and supporting group 
coordination. The records include 
organizational newsletters, bylaws, 
board of directors' minutes, and 
photos of demonstrations. Records 
also contains several documents 
relating to the Coalition for 
Adoption Rights Equality, Inc. 
(CARE). 

Pun Plamondon papers, 
1968-2003, bulk 1968-1973. 
Michigan activist, writer, and 
journalist who in 1968 co-founded 
the White Panther Party with Leni 
and John Sinclair. Plamondon was 
defendant in the groundbreaking 
1972 U.S. Supreme Court case 
United States v. U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of 
Michigan, which established a 
precedent that a warrant needed to 
be obtained before beginning 
electronic surveillance even if 
domestic security issues were 
involved. Papers include material 
related to Plamondon's political 
activism in the late 1960s through 
early 1970s, the White Panther 
Party, the Rainbow People's Party, 
and Plamondon's relationship with 
John Sinclair, as well as lawsuits 
against Plamondon and his trials, 
most notably United States v. U.S. 
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*This article was submitted September 5 and we’re saddened to note that Nancy 
Deromedi died October 13 (see page 30).
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District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, et al., and the State of 
Michigan v. Craig Blazier and Lawrence R. (Pun) Plamondon; also 
included is material related to his autobiographical writings. 

Mary L. Beasley scrapbook, 1930s, 1944. Mary L. Beasley (Mary Mattie 
Lou [Green] Beasley) was president of Unit 7, Detroit Housewives' 
League, a women's organization that supported Black-owned businesses 
and helped train Detroit's young African Americans for careers in 
business in the 1930s. Scrapbook contains newspaper clippings about 
successful African American entrepreneurs, scholars, athletes, religious 
leaders, lawyers, and representatives of other professional and civil 
circles. Also included are articles about educational institutions, 
professional meetings, and individual achievements of African Americans 
around the country, and clippings of advertisements of businesses. There 
is also a clipping with Beasley's portrait with a short biographical sketch, 
and a November 1944 issue of The Negro History Bulletin. 

Elizabeth W. Bauer papers, 1958-2013, bulk 1970s-2000s. Elizabeth W. 
Bauer (1937-) is a disability rights activist who served many years 
defending the rights of disabled persons within Michigan, across the 
United States, and internationally. She also served as an elected official on 
the Michigan State Board of Education for eight years, where she led its 
educational technology initiative. There are materials relating to different 
disability rights issues – such as deinstitutionalization, community 
placement, euthanasia, sterilization, and disability legislation – as well as 
papers regarding the many organizations through which Bauer enacted 
her work. Materials include reports, meeting minutes, correspondence, 
and collected conference material as well as Bauer's speeches and 
conference presentations, her writings, photographs, topical files, and 
newspaper clippings. Some materials are in digital format. 

WWI Polar Bears 
In 1918, at the end of World War I, the United States sent two 
intervention forces to Russia. The 339th Infantry and supporting units 
were sent to European Russia, the region surrounding the cities of 
Archangel (Arkhangel’sk) and Murmansk near the Arctic Circle, initially 
to protect supplies and help reopen the Eastern Front against Germany. 
The 27th and 31st Infantries were sent to the Vladivostok region of 
Siberia, to assist Czechoslovak military units trying to make their way out 
of Russia to the Western Front. These two forces became part of broader 
efforts by the Allies and others to oppose the Bolshevik revolutionaries 
who had taken power in Russia. Separated by thousands of miles, the two 
forces did not interact with each other.  

The 31st and 339th Regiments have both taken the name Polar Bears, and 
both use the polar bear in their regimental crests, but it is the intervention 
in European Russia that has come to be nicknamed the “Polar Bear 
Expedition.” The 339th Infantry and supporting units were made up 
mainly of draftees from Michigan and Wisconsin. The Bentley Historical 
Library of the University of Michigan has developed the largest collection 
of manuscript and printed materials on the Polar Bear Expedition, 
consisting of over 110 individual collections of primary source material as 
well as numerous published materials.  

For more information about the Bentley’s World War I collections, please 
visit: http://bentley.umich.edu/research/guides/ww1/.  

Submitted by Emma Hawker, Reference Project Archivist 

Joint Archives of 
Holland 
Hope College 
Theil Research Center 
9 East 10th Street 
P.O. Box 9000 
Holland, MI 49422-9000 
(616) 395-7798      
Fax: (616) 395-7197 
Email: archives@hope.edu  
Website: http://
www.jointarchives.org  
Hours: Monday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, 1:00 
p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

“Digital Holland” Initiative 
Puts Community History 
Online 
The story of Holland is only as far 
away as the nearest Internet 
connection, thanks to an ongoing 
project coordinated through the 
Mellon Scholars Program at Hope 
College. 

Launched earlier this summer,  
the online “Digital Holland” 
initiative features articles, 
photographs, interactive maps, 
audio files, and even video 
highlighting multiple dimensions 
of the history of the Holland area.  
The index for the project literally 
runs from “A” through “Y” 
currently, but the organizers 
intend for it to continue to grow, 
making it all but certain that the 
coverage will eventually extend to 
“Z” as well.  “Our plan is to expand 
it,” said Hope senior Allyson 
Hoffman of Marshall, who is the 
student director of the project.  
“There are about 150 pieces right 
now.  We’re pleased to have that, 
but would like to have more.” 

The mix so far includes topics 
ranging from the Holland Armory, 
to L. Frank Baum (The Wizard of 
Oz author summered at nearby 
Macatawa), to the Latin Americans 
United for Progress (LAUP) Fiesta, 
to Hope College’s oldest building, 

!21

http://bentley.umich.edu/research/guides/ww1/
mailto:archives@hope.edu
http://www.jointarchives.org


FALL 2014 OPEN ENTRY VOLUME 42 NUMBER 2

Van Vleck Hall. Among other highlights, maps show the city in the first 
part of the twentieth century, while scans of postcards show early views of 
Centennial Park and a digitized recording provides a chance to hear 
Margaret Van Vyven’s song “Tulip Time in Holland.” 

Some of the narrative content has been prepared specifically for the site, 
and some is previously developed material, such as articles written for the 
quarterly newsletter of the Joint Archives of Holland.  In many cases, 
links direct visitors to additional resources. 

Hoffman and Hope juniors Ian Bussan of Niles and Erika Schlenker of 
Troy developed the site this summer with the mentorship of Dr. William 
Pannapacker, who is a professor of English and director of the college’s 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Scholars Program, and Geoffrey Reynolds, 
who is the Mary Riepma Ross Director of the Joint Archives of Holland. 
The three students also conducted research for and wrote some of the new 
content, along with multiple other Hope students and a high school 
student interning with the Joint Archives. 

Hoffman, Bussan and Schlenker have all been involved as participants in 
the Mellon Scholars Program, which was established in 2010 and has been 
supported through two grants from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 
The program involves select students in the arts and humanities in 
coursework and research in areas of scholarly interest with faculty 
mentors from a variety of academic disciplines, with a particular emphasis 
on teaching them how to use new and emerging digital technologies in 
pursuing and sharing their work.  Students join as sophomores, and the 
members of the new cohort this fall will be developing articles for the site 
through their initial work in the program. 

Some of the others who wrote this summer were also Mellon Scholars, but 
it is not a requirement.  In fact, Hoffman and Schlenker, who will be 
leading an editorial board responsible for coordinating the project, are 
hoping that members of the community who enjoy area history and 
scholarship will opt to contribute to the site as well. The website includes 

guidelines for how to become 
involved. 

Pannapacker noted that “Digital 
Holland” was inspired by the 
American Guide series that was 
developed by the Federal Writers’ 
Project during the 1930s and early 
1940s to share the stories of states 
and individual communities, a 
model that he long felt could be 
applied even more effectively 
today, given the capabilities of 
digital technology. “This project is 
all about the potential for faculty-
student collaboration, personal 
interactivity and crowdsourcing—
engaging the local community,” he 
said. “We had the dream of a 
‘Digital Holland’ project even 
before we approached the 
foundation for our initial grant, so 
the launch is a big deal for us.” 

Pannapacker, a member of the 
Hope faculty since 2000, has been 
involved at the national level for 
several years in encouraging the 
use of digital tools in teaching and 
research in the arts, humanities, 
and social sciences, the better to 
prepare students for their post-
college careers. In addition to his 
teaching at Hope, for the past year 
he has also been the faculty 
director of the Digital Liberal Arts 
Initiative of the Great Lakes 
Colleges Association (GLCA), of 
which Hope is a member. He sees 
“Digital Holland” as a natural for 
replication, both as a learning 
experience and as a chronicle of 
the unique communities in which 
those colleges reside. “We hope 
that this project will serve as a 
resource for the community of 
Holland, but our vision is to 
extend the model to the other 12 
GLCA colleges and have it expand 
to include communities across the 
Great Lakes as student and faculty 
collaborators at other institutions 
develop similar resources of their 
own,” he said. 

“Digital Holland” is available at 
https://sites.google.com/a/
hope.edu/digitalholland/.  
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History of the Joint Archives of Holland 

Located in the Theil Research Center, the Joint Archives of Holland 
contains materials about Hope College and Western Theological 
Seminary, in addition to preserving information concerning other 
aspects of local history. The archives also assists other area 
organizations with their materials. In addition to Reynolds, the staff 
includes a part-time office manager and student assistants as well 
as several volunteers. 

The archives opened in the Van Wylen Library on October 3, 1988. 
The space on the lower level was designed for the archives, which 
at the time housed the collections of the college, seminary, and 
Holland Historical Trust. The Holland Historical Trust moved its 
materials to the Holland Museum in January 2003. 

The archives moved to the Theil Research Center, which also houses the 
college’s A.C. Van Raalte Institute, in the fall of 2004. The Theil Research 
Center is located at 9 E. 10th Street, between Central and College Avenues.

https://sites.google.com/a/hope.edu/digitalholland/
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Archivist Geoffrey Reynolds Appointed to New Endowed 
Directorship 
Geoffrey Reynolds, director of the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope 
College since 2001, has been appointed to a new endowed directorship 
developed specifically for the program. 

Reynolds is the inaugural recipient of the Mary Riepma Ross Directorship 
of the Joint Archives of Holland. The endowed position was established by 
Mary Riepma Ross to maintain and preserve the college’s archival 
program, including the organization and preservation of the Riepma/Van 
Zwaluwenburg family archives. 

Mary Riepma Ross, who died in 2013 at age 102, spent her career as an 
attorney, most of it in New York City, and was also active in philanthropy 
in the arts and education. A daughter of Sears F. Riepma and Mary 
Elizabeth (Van Zwaluwenburg) Riepma, she had several years previously 
contributed the family archival materials to the Joint Archives. Sears F. 
Riepma, a 1900 Hope graduate, was a minister in the Reformed Church in 
America, the Presbyterian Church, and the Episcopalian Church. 

Reynolds, who also holds an appointment as an associate professor at 
Hope, has been with the archives since 1997, when he joined the staff as a 
collections archivist with the rank of assistant professor. He is active in 
professional associations and in historic preservation at the local, state 
and national levels as well. He is currently chair of the Holland Historical 
Trust Board of Trustees, treasurer of the Dutch-American Historical 
Commission, website coordinator for the Dutch Heritage Coordinating 
Council, executive director of the Holland Area Historical Society, 
membership chair for the Association for the Advancement of Dutch-
American Studies, and on the board of the Michigan Shipwreck Research 
Association.  

His numerous previous activities include service as president and vice 
president of the Michigan Archival Association, and as president of the 
Michigan Oral History Association. 

He has received awards including a Broadcasting Excellence award from 
the Michigan Association of Broadcasters in March 2011 for featuring 
programming focused on Holland history on WHTC radio, and an Award 
of Merit from the Historical Society of Michigan in October 2003 for the 
film Tulip Time in Holland. In April of this year, he received a Mentoring 
Award from the college’s Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Scholars 
Program for his work with students. 

Reynolds is the author of several articles and has made many 
presentations regarding aspects of area history and topics related to 
archives. His scholarly interests include Michigan’s boat-building industry 
in particular. Among other presentations through the years, he delivered 
the address “Plastic Fantastic: Holland, Michigan’s Boat Building Industry 
and the Use of Reinforced Fiberglass Plastic” during the statewide June 
19-21 symposium “Michigan Modern: Design That Shaped America,” held 
at Kendall College of Art and Design in Grand Rapids. In 2013, he was the 
guest curator for the exhibition From Craft to Industry: The Boat 
Builders of Holland, featured at the Holland Museum from June 13, 2013, 
through March 1, 2014. 

Prior to coming to Hope, Reynolds was a records and information 
specialist with Infoflo Consulting Inc. in Southfield. He had also been a 

grants process leader with the 
Henry Ford Museum and 
Greenfield Village in Dearborn, an 
archivist with Schroeder 
Information Services in Detroit, 
and an assistant archivist with 
Little Caesar Enterprises Inc. in 
Detroit. He was also executive 
museum director of the Harsha 
House Museum in Charlevoix, and 
was a social studies and English 
instructor at Boyne Falls High 
School. Reynolds completed his 
master’s degree in library and 
information science at Wayne 
State University in 1995. He 
completed his bachelor’s degree at 
Central Michigan University in 
1989. 

Mike Van Ark Postcard 
Collection Online 
In May 2011 the Joint Archives of 
Holland staff began to digitize the 
personal postcard collection of 
local collector Myron “Mike” Van 
Ark to preserve and make 
accessible to our researchers these 
valuable images of the Holland 
area. In 2012, the first of 2,549 
images from this collection were 
placed on the Van Wylen Library 
at Hope College website for 
researchers to access and use for 
their projects or simply learn more 
about the Holland area’s history. 
In addition to the front of each 
card, staff members digitized the 
reverse side to include the many 
notes written by the sender of each 
card. This information was also 
included in the metadata, or 
information placed in the catalog 
record for each image, for better 
searching by researchers. Van 
Wylen Library staff are also 
transcribing these personal notes 
completely for even better use by 
researchers. This month marks the 
completion of this project. The 
Van Ark Postcard Collection 
images, along with those of Hope 
College and Holland, Michigan, 
are available for viewing at http://
contentdm.hope.edu/cdm.  

Submitted by Geoffrey Reynolds, 
Director 
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Michigan State University 
University Archives & Historical Collections 
Conrad Hall  
888 Wilson Road, Room 101 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1237 
(517) 355-2330 
Fax: (517) 353-9319 
Email: archives@msu.edu  
Web: www.archives.msu.edu  
Blog: msuarchives.wordpress.com  
Twitter feed: twitter.com/msuarchives  
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/msuarchives  
Digital exhibits: www.onthebanks.msu.edu  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MSUarchives  
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; 
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
The Archives will begin its second round of building renovations 
December 8, 2014, through January 23, 2015.  Please check the website 
often for updates, as this construction will immediately affect reading 
room access for researchers. 

The University Archives & Historical Collections has a new University 
Records Manager, Hillary Gatlin. Hillary started in April and comes to 
MSU from George Mason University where she was the records 
management specialist. Hillary received her MLIS degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh. She has been keeping very busy working with the 
IT Services department on implementation and training for SharePoint 
2013. She is also working on developing new retention schedules for 
financial and human resources records.  

Summer at MSU has meant one thing – renovations. Beginning in May we 
had to clear out our basement storage area of 3,000 boxes and 1,100 
volumes in order for the old shelving to be torn down so that new, high-
density storage shelving could be installed in its place. The new shelving 
provides 64 percent more storage space for our collections. Another part 
of the summer renovations involved a new air handler installed 
specifically to service our collection storage areas. The new air handler 
allows for better temperature and humidity control. Despite the less-than-
ideal research conditions, we had one of our busiest summers ever in 
terms of the number of researchers who visited. In the winter a new round 
of renovations will begin that will expand the reading room, provide 
additional climate-controlled storage, and create a new work space for 
students and interns.  

In April we launched a campaign to help preserve our audiovisual 
collections. We currently have hundreds of film reels and videotapes 
documenting Spartan football, basketball, and other sports from the 
1930s to the 1990s, when digital cameras took over. Almost exclusively the 
film is 16mm, with a mixture of color, black and white, audio, and no 
audio. The video comes in a variety of formats, with the majority being 
VHS, ¾”, 1”, Betacam and DVCAM. Assistant Director Portia Vescio did 
an interview with Michigan Public Radio about the importance of the AV 
collections, and intern Matthew Wilcox did an interview with WKAR’s 
Current State about his work with the multimedia collections.  

Submitted by Portia Vescio, Assistant Director 

The Henry Ford 
Benson Ford Research 
Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard 
Dearborn, MI 48124-5029 
(313) 982-6020 
Fax: (313) 982-6244 
Email:research.center@thehen
ryford.org  
Website: 
www.TheHenryFord.org/
research/index.aspx  
Reading Room hours: Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m. 

New Finding Aids 
The Benson Ford Research Center 
recently added several new finding 
aids to our online collection, which 
is available at http://
www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/
guides.html.  

Black Rock Foundry records, 
1829-1839. The Black Rock 
Foundry, situated in Black Rock, 
New York, near Buffalo, 
manufactured a variety of steel, 
iron, and brass parts and casings. 
The records are primarily 
financial. 

Boyne City, Gaylord and Alpena 
Railroad Company records, circa 
1901-1975. The Boyne City, 
Gaylord and Alpena Railroad 
Company was founded in 1893 by 
William H. White. The records 
reflect the company's role as a 
connecting line and its transition 
to a tourist line. Also included in 
the collection are timber and 
lumbering records of the W.H. 
White Company. 

Charles P. Steinmetz papers, 
1853-1921. Charles Steinmetz, 
German-born author and inventor, 
joined General Electric in 1893. 
The papers include 
correspondence in German to his 
sister, a manuscript on motors, 
and 184 patents. 
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E. M. Anderson records, 1929-1953. Originating in the Plant and 
Production Engineering Department within the Steel Division at the 
Rouge Plant, the E. M. Anderson records consist of files of several 
different supervisors at the Power Department relating to power 
operations at several Ford Motor Company sites. 

Ford Listens records, 1970-1976. Ford Listens was a program established 
by Ford Motor Company in the 1970s to receive and respond to customer 
inquiries about the company’s products and services. Records consist of 
original research sheets and material used by Ford Listens staff to answer 
the questions, including press releases, clippings, photographs, 
publications, and manuals. 

Ford Motor Company, Ltd. collection, 1903-1990. The collection consists 
of correspondence, advertising, promotional material, and photographs 
documenting Ford Motor Company’s operations in England, Europe, 
North Africa, and the Mediterranean. 

Ford Motorsports records, 1957-1968. The Ford Motorsports records are 
made up of correspondence, press releases and other textual materials, 
photographs, proof sheets, and negatives maintained by the Lincoln-
Mercury Public Affairs Department documenting Ford Motor Company's 
involvement in racing and performance testing. 

Herman Miller collection, 1923-2006. Herman Miller, Inc. is a furniture 
company based in Zeeland, Michigan. The collection primarily comprises 
trade catalogs, product literature, and publications documenting the 
furniture, its designers, and the company’s history. 

Philippe Halsman photographs, circa 1964-1969. Philippe Halsman was a 
world-renowned photographer, best known for his exquisite LIFE 
magazine covers and portraits of movie stars, politicians, writers, 
philosophers, scientists, and artists from the 1940s and 1950s. This 
collection consists of images taken by Philippe Halsman during the 1960s 
at Greenfield Village and the Henry Ford Museum. 

Tom Lilley Papers, 1939-1964. The 
papers of Tom Lilley, former Ford 
Motor Company Vice President of 
International Staff and Canadian 
Overseas Group. The collection 
contains material related to both 
Ford Domestic Operations and 
Ford International Division, 
including product and price 
comparisons, organizational 
charts, and international plant 
photographs. 

World War I Materials 
While not an active collecting area 
for our institution, materials 
related to the Great War can be 
found throughout the holdings of 
The Henry Ford. This perhaps 
should not be so surprising given 
the involvement of the Ford Motor 
Company in production of war 
material and Henry Ford’s efforts 
in support of the pacifist 
movement. As a way to make these 
resources more widely known, 
both inside and outside of The 
Henry Ford, this past June staff of 
the Benson Ford Research Center 
joined with our Social Media Team 
to participate in the 
#WW1archives Twitter event, 
highlighting a number of our 
relevant archival collections, 
items, and objects, including: 
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Flag from Henry Ford's Peace 
Expedition, 1915.  From the 
Collections of The Henry Ford, 
ID 64.167.79.1/THF153942; CC 
BY-NC-ND, http://
collections.thehenryford.org/
Collection.aspx?
objectKey=350174 
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Rosika Schwimmer collection, 1927. Rosika Schwimmer organized a 
peace expedition financed by Henry Ford in 1915. After the expedition was 
unsuccessful, Schwimmer was lambasted as a fraud who swindled Ford. 
These papers contain correspondence between Schwimmer, Ford, and her 
lawyers concerning her request to Ford to make a statement clearing her 
name. 

Neutral Conference for Continuous Mediation records, 1915-1916. In 
1915, Henry Ford agreed to help the pacifist movement and chartered a 
ship, Oscar II, to sail to Norway, Denmark, and Holland. Its mission was 
to lobby for peace, promote mediation, gather information, organize 
meetings, and collect signatures on peace petitions. The Henry Ford Peace 
Expedition, which grew out of the work of earlier pacifist conferences, 
helped to form the Neutral Conference for Continuous Mediation. Records 
include correspondence, financial records, minutes of meetings, speeches, 
transcripts, books, printed materials, a few photographs, and official ship 
publications such as the Argosy and the Daily Review. 

Theodore Delavigne papers, 1915-1916. Theodore Delavigne was a 
reporter for the Detroit Free Press and a publicist for the Henry Ford 
Peace Expedition. The papers contain general notes, writings and "peace 
ship"-related clippings, receipts, and miscellany. 

Irving Caesar papers, 1915-1974. Composer and lyricist Irving Caesar 
served as secretary on Henry Ford’s 1915-1916 Peace Expedition. The 
papers primarily comprise correspondence and writings. 

Submitted by Brian Wilson, Digital Processing Archivist 

Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 577-4024 
Email: reutherreference@wayne.edu  
Website: http://www.reuther.wayne.edu  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/reutherlib  
Twitter: @ReutherLibrary 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
(Appointments are encouraged.) 

We are happy to welcome Erik Nordberg as the new director of the Walter 
P. Reuther Library. Most recently, Erik was the executive director of the 
Michigan Humanities Council. Prior to that, he served as the University 
Archivist and Head of Archives at Michigan Technological University from 
1994 until 2013. The staff gave Erik a warm welcome upon his arrival on 
October 27. 

Our longtime colleague Carrolyn Davis passed away unexpectedly in April. 
Originally hired as the Reuther’s librarian in 1979, over the years Carrolyn 
also served as the Reuther’s associate director and most recently as Access 
Archivist. A tribute to Carrolyn’s career and sparkling personality may be 
found at http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/11563.  

In August, Mike Smith retired 
from the Reuther Library and 
Wayne State University. He began 
his career here in the early 1980s 
as a student assistant, processing 
the papers of labor and civil rights 
attorney Ernest Goodman. He 
returned to the Reuther in 1996 as 
its reference archivist, and led the 
Reuther’s direction into 21st-
century practices as its director 
from 2003 until 2011. Most 
recently, he was the archivist for 
the UAW and the Jewish 
Community Archives. While Mike 
has retired from the Reuther, he 
isn’t retiring from the profession. 
He is a consultant for several 
organizations, including for an 
ambitious Detroit Jewish News 
Foundation digitization and access 
project. More information about 
Mike’s career can be found at 
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/
12264.  

The Reuther has hired a few new 
colleagues this summer, and 
several positions have been 
restructured to meet the 
institution’s changing needs. The 
existing librarian position was 
eliminated and Kristen Chinery 
moved into the role of Reference 
Archivist. With his extensive 
knowledge of the UAW and 
records management, former 
reference archivist William 
LeFevre has become a senior 
processing archivist and will focus 
primarily on the Reuther’s 
extensive backlog of UAW records. 
Deborah Rice has moved to a 
newly created third audiovisual 
archivist position to help respond 
to the growing volume of AV 
requests. This spring Meghan 
Courtney was hired as the 
AFSCME Archivist (American 
Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees), and 
Stefanie Caloia was hired as an 
AFT project archivist (American 
Federation of Teachers). 

This summer the Walter P. 
Reuther Library of Labor and 
Urban Affairs was awarded a grant 
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totaling $109,152 from the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission to improve the description of and facilitate the discovery and 
promotion of 1,660 oral histories of individuals directly involved in the 
labor, civil rights, and social justice movements, among other important 
historical developments. Donated to the Reuther or conducted by staff 
members over the last 40 years, these stories bring new perspectives on 
the American experience through the lives and work of such prominent 
national figures as Grace Lee Boggs and Cesar Chavez, organizations like 
the NAACP and the UAW, and unknown rank-and-file workers, 
immigrants, pioneering professional women, and minority urban 
dwellers. Currently, only 45 percent of the Reuther’s oral histories have 
been processed, and the vast majority have not been described at all or 
described according to best practices. The NHPRC grant will allow the 
Reuther to hire a two-year project archivist to complete item-level 
processing for the oral history collection, create or modify interview 
descriptions according to best practices, and make those descriptions 
available to the public through the Reuther website, WorldCat, and 
ArchiveGrid. 

Construction began on a much-needed renovation of the Reuther’s 
reading room on September 2. Reuther staff set up a temporary reading 
room in a conference room to maintain full reference services during the 
renovation. The reading room reopened in mid-October with a new coat of 
paint, a refinished reference desk, and new carpeting, tables, and chairs. 
Additionally, the space was reconfigured to better meet researcher and 
archivist needs. The renovation was made possible by a generous $35,000 
donation from a university faculty member, who prefers to remain 
anonymous. 

The reading room was very busy this summer. Among our researchers 
were a number of Fishman Travel Grant recipients. The grant provides up 
to $1,000 for travel to the Reuther Library for research related to the 

American labor movement. Grants 
were awarded to eight recipients 
this year, and their research spans 
from labor poetry to labor politics. 
A full list of recipients and their 
research subjects can be found at 
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/
11266.  

Also in September, the Reuther 
hired Meghan McGowan as its fifth 
Raven Award recipient. First 
awarded in 2013, the Ronald 
Raven Award offers a semester-
long archives internship and $600 
stipend to a Wayne State graduate 
student in History or Library and 
Information Science. The award is 
funded by Ronald Raven, a 
Georgia attorney who worked as 
an intern in Wayne State’s labor 
history archives (now the Reuther 
Library) in the 1970s while 
completing his MA in history. The 
Reuther’s previous Raven Award 
recipients are Dallas Pillen, Lura 
Smith, Julia Teran, and Devin 
Erlandson.  

Submitted by Troy Eller English, 
Archivist for the Society of Women 
Engineers  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Dr. Henry Goodale, about 
1870.  From Michigan State 
University’s collection of 
letters from Michigan soldiers 
during the Civil War. 

A Voice from the Field Hospital:  
The Reminiscences of a Michigan 
Surgeon in the Civil War 
By Ryan Huey, Doctoral Student in History, Michigan 
State University, and Archives Assistant, Michigan State 
University Archives & Historical Collections, 
ryanahuey@gmail.com  

Ryan Huey works as an archives assistant at Michigan State 
University's Archives and is also a first-year PhD student 
studying US History in Michigan State University's history 
department. This article highlights MSU's collection of letters 
from Michigan soldiers during the Civil War.  

Crude treatments, foul living conditions, and poor diets made 
Civil War camps petri dishes for disease, which explains why far 
more Union and Confederate soldiers died from sickness rather 
than battle wounds during the four years of armed conflict. As

http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/11266
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letters from regular soldiers, nurses, and doctors make clear, health 
concerns were at the forefront of everybody’s mind.  

The Civil War Collections website—accessible through Michigan 
State University Archives & Historical Collections or at http://
civilwar.archives.msu.edu—contains hundred of letters from 
mostly Michigan soldiers who discuss their concerns, fears, and 
struggles with their health. As medical schools as well as social 
science and humanities departments increasingly add history of 
science, health, and medicine specialties to their degree programs, 
the voices of Civil War soldiers provide a valuable source for 
teachers, researchers, and those with an interest in the 
development of Western medicine. In their discussions of disease 
and death, soldiers often reveal their respective religious beliefs, 
their sense of humor, their love of family and friends; that is, their 
most deeply held values. 

The Dr. Henry Goodale collection offers a crucial, and very 
personal, insight into the unique health problems posed by the 
Civil War. Dr. Goodale was a 
surgeon with the 21st Regiment of 
the Michigan Infantry, and he 
participated heavily in the Union 
army’s Tullahoma Campaign 
through middle Tennessee in the 
summer of 1863. A transcription of 
Dr. Goodale’s dictated memoirs is 
available in PDF format, wherein 
he recounts his experiences in the 
battles of Hoover’s Gap and 
Chickamauga, in addition to his 
time spent as a prisoner at an 
Atlanta holding pen and the 
infamous Libby Prison. 

His personal account of the war is 
remarkable for several reasons. As 
a well-educated surgeon who 
avoided direct combat, Goodale had 
a perspective that differed greatly 
from that of both officers and 
enlisted men. Usually positioned in 
the rear, Goodale literally and 
figuratively could take a step back 
and analyze the effects of war on 
individuals and groups. Yet Dr. 
Goodale was never isolated from 
the action, as he was always 
interacting with people who had 
borne the consequences of frontline 
duty.  Speaking to his 
granddaughter, Lillian, some time 
after the war had passed, Goodale 
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Dr. Henry A. Goodale (standing 
at the far left among other 
soldiers) at the summit of 
Lookout Mountain in 
Tennessee. This was probably 
taken soon after the Union 
victory at the Battle of Lookout 
Mountain on November 24, 
1863.  From Michigan State 
University’s collection of 
letters from Michigan soldiers 
during the Civil War.

http://civilwar.archives.msu.edu
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recalls these events with a flair for storytelling, an eye for detail, 
and an individualist passion that rivals the work of gifted 
historians. 

Goodale describes not only the dramatic battlefield scenes—in one 
instance, he pulled a bullet from a young soldier’s neck so that the 
eager man could run back into battle—he beautifully juxtaposes 
these experiences with humorous and mundane recollections of 
camp life. After mistaking a Fourth of July parade for a 
Confederate assault, a panicked Goodale alerted a nearby 
commander of the impending danger. The commander rushed out 
of his tent, pantless, with his boots on the wrong feet, and 
proceeded to trip over a tent stake as he tried to organize his 
troops. Once another soldier informed them of their mistake, the 
commander chose not to punish Goodale, as long as the scene he 
created stayed between himself and the doctor.  

But this should not lead one to think Goodale glamorizes the war. 
He also makes a point to recall gruesome wounds, brutal actions, 
and the many costs of violence. Overall, however, his story is one of 
human beings’ ability to endure and even flourish under extreme 
circumstances. To illustrate, Goodale tells of a soldier who survived 
a bullet to the head even though the projectile remained intact near 
his optic nerve. Miraculously, the soldier returned to duty over a 
year later, but, upon bending his body toward the ground a certain 
way, he went blind. Even more miraculously, the soldier discovered 
that if he jerked his head backward with enough force, he regained 
his vision. He was able to serve the remainder of the war in this 
manner. 

On top of all this, Goodale vividly remembers his time as a prisoner 
of war, focusing especially on how he and other Union soldiers 
found subtle ways to resist their Confederate captors. For example, 
Goodale bandaged a sword to a wounded soldier’s leg like a splint 
because the man desperately wanted to bring the weapon back 
home as a souvenir. In one prison camp, he and the other prisoners 
jogged to stay warm at night then huddled together on the bare 
earth to sleep after breakfast. They divided and shared their 
meager rations of spoiled bacon and plain corn meal even though 
they were not provided with a means to cook or prepare the food. 
Though some soldiers succumbed to the wretched conditions of the 
prison, Goodale recalls meeting one person who managed to 
escape, Colonel Jim Brownlow, a Union officer with the 1st 
Tennessee Volunteer Cavalry Regiment and son of the future 
Governor of Tennessee, William Brownlow. Goodale claims 
Brownlow dislodged the pin on his ball and chain, inserting an 
easily removable one in its stead, so as to fool the guards until he 
had a chance to make his exit. 

Goodale was subsequently moved to Libby Prison in the capital of 
the Confederacy, Richmond, Virginia. As a precaution, he cleverly 
sewed all of his cash into his clothing to prevent Confederate 
guards from seizing it as war contraband, as they did with the 
money of soldiers with less foresight. Soon thereafter, Goodale was 

returned to Union lines since 
his status as a surgeon made 
him eligible for prisoner 
exchange. 

This is a fascinating narrative 
that almost reads like a movie 
script. At the same time, it 
demonstrates that surgeons 
filled a very particular role in 
the military, which put them in 
a position to make observations 
from a unique vantage point. 
Goodale’s account is crucial for 
those interested in the history 
of health and medicine, prison 
culture, or simply the ways 
human beings react to stressful 
situations in historical context.  

But his is only one voice out of 
a multitude to be discovered in 
the Civil War Collections at 
Michigan State University 
Archives & Historical 
Collections. Surely, this 
collection of letters will prove a 
cherished repository for those 
seeking primary documents on 
the health of Michiganders 
during this jarring moment in 
American medical history. 
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Save the Date! 
Thursday-Friday 
June 11-12, 2015 

MAA Annual Meeting 
Holland,Michigan 
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Civil War Collections 
By Rebecca Bizonet, Editor, MAA Open Entry 
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com  
• Civil War Online Exhibit at the 

William L. Clements Library 
By Cassandra McGuire, Graduate Student Staff 
Assistant at the William L. Clements Library 

An online exhibit at the Clements Library, 
American Civil War Prison Camps, will serve 
as a resource on the experiences of Union and 
Confederate prisoners during the Civil War.  
The exhibit will feature a wide range of sources 
from the Clements’ collection, including 
manuscripts, graphics, and printed material. 

"Dress Parade at Point Lookout, c. 1864" from the 
Schoff Civil War Collection, William L. Clements 
Library, University of Michigan.

Nancy Deromedi, November 9, 1961 – October 13, 2014 
Excerpt from MAA’s obituary, posted October 31, 2014, https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2014/10/31/
nancy-deromedi-november-9-1961-october-13-2014/#more-1055 

It is with deep sadness that we share with our MAA colleagues news of the death of Nancy 
Deromedi, who passed away on October 13 after a year-long battle with esophageal cancer. Born 
November 9, 1961, in Wyandotte, Michigan, Nancy grew up in Dundee. After earning a degree in 
business management from Ferris State University in 1983, Nancy moved to Ann Arbor to 
operate a Laura Ashley store. She married David Deromedi in 1990, and in that same year 
returned to school, studying history at the University of Michigan. A seminar in Michigan history 
led by Fran Blouin and Nancy's discovery of the Bentley Historical Library influenced her to 
become an archivist. She completed her BA in 1995 and remained to obtain her master's degree 
from the School of Information in 1997. Upon graduation, Nancy joined the Bentley Historical 
Library as an assistant archivist and finished her career there as Associate Director for Curation. 
Among her many accomplishments is the creation of a set of best practices for the preservation of 
digital collections. Significant digital collections on which she worked include the digital archives 
of University of Michigan president James Duderstadt and Governor Jennifer Granholm, along 
with key U-M administrative records. Not only were Nancy's ideas and work supported by the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission, but her work led to the creation of the Campus Case Studies series published by the 
Society of American Archivists. At the Bentley Historical Library, she helped develop significant 
architectural design collections, including those of Robert Metcalf, David Osler, and George 
Brigham. In addition to her influential work in archives, Nancy was a co-founder of a2Modern, an 
architectural history group dedicated to the appreciation and preservation of Ann Arbor's modern 
architecture and design legacy. 

Surviving Nancy are her husband David, parents Jerry Allen and Gaye Kathleen Skinner, a 
brother, sister and other family members. The family has requested that in lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions be made to the Matthaei Botanical Gardens (www.lsa.umich.edu/mbg) 
or Arbor Hospice (www.arborhospice.org). A full obituary with more about Nancy's life appears 
in the Ann Arbor News: http://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?n=nancy-
marie-deromedi&pid=172928368.

mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2014/10/31/nancy-deromedi-november-9-1961-october-13-2014/#more-1055
http://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?n=nancy-marie-deromedi&pid=172928368
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2014/10/31/nancy-deromedi-november-9-1961-october-13-2014/#more-1055
http://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?n=nancy-marie-deromedi&pid=172928368
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Editors' Note 
By Rebecca Bizonet, Editor, MAA Open Entry 
Email: openentry.editors@gmail.com  

Welcome to the fall 2014 issue of Open Entry. Here we celebrate 
the fortieth anniversary of the newsletter and announce our plans 
to make available more back issues of the publication. Most 
especially (astute readers will have noticed the return of the plural 
possessive to this entry's title), we welcome Christiane Evaskis-
Garrett as the new Assistant Editor of Open Entry. Chrissie will not 
only be bringing her insights to the publication, and taking on an 
increasing role in the production of upcoming issues, but she has 
also, for this issue, contributed a report on the conference (see p. 
16) and participated in an interview in which she shares her 
background, vision, and views (see p. 10). Welcome, Chrissie! 

We also welcome our new President, Melinda McMartin Isler, who 
has shared her call to members to inform MAA of their needs and 
to get involved, and in return our commitment to listen and grow to 
meet member needs. 

In addition to these new faces and voices, some other highlights in 
this issue include a spotlight on a religious archive that exists in 
both print and digital format (p. 8) and interesting Civil War 
collections (p. 27 and p. 30) . We encourage readers to continue 
sending information about both the Civil War and the First World 
War while our nation commemorates major anniversaries of these 
conflicts. 
 

As I begin my transition from 
Editor of Open Entry to Vice 
President, I would like to echo 
Melinda's call to MAA members 
in asking that they share with 
our publication what they are 
doing, what they want from 
MAA as an organization, and 
what they are doing or are 
ready to do to implement those 
ideas. Pass the word along to 
others, too! We would like to 
hear from anyone working with 
or studying archives in 
Michigan.  

This issue of Open Entry is the 
final print issue, following a 
member vote at the Annual 
Meeting. We look forward to 
communicating with and about 
all of you in our continuing 
digital format. 

Thanks go to Production Editor 
Cynthia Read Miller, as always, 
for her dedicated and creative 
work on this issue. 
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World War I Poster, War Gardens Over the Top, 1919.  From the 
Collections of The Henry Ford, ID 91.0.93.31/THF62410; CC BY-
NC-ND, http://collections.thehenryford.org/Collection.aspx?
objectKey=88615. 

World War I in Michigan 
Archives 
The year 2014 marks the beginning of centennial 
commemorations of the First World War. Many 
repositories hold collections related to this conflict. 
Some repository updates in this issue describe the 
World War I-related holdings in their collections.  
(See p. 20  and p.25.)  We will feature other 
collections in future issues. If you have information 
about your World War I-related collections, 
exhibits, or commemorations, please let us know.

http://collections.thehenryford.org/Collection.aspx?objectKey=88615
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com
http://collections.thehenryford.org/Collection.aspx?objectKey=88615
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What is going on in this photo? 
What is the object in front of the woman? 
Hint: http://blog.thehenryford.org/2014/10/marion-corwell/  
Send your thoughts to openentry.editors@gmail.com.  We’ll run 
your answers in the Spring Open Entry.

Answer for Spring 2014 Mystery Photo: 
Sikorsky S-29-A Float Plane owned by Pan 
American Airways, 1924. 

Photograph is from the collection of 
Woldemar Bary (H06-1607  http://
digitalcommons.hope.edu/cgi/
viewcontent.cgi?
article=1899&context=collection_registers).  
Bary, a Russian-born American, escaped the 
Russian communist regime and came to 
America to help found Sikorsky with another 
Russian. Read the full story at http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikorsky_S-29-A. 

Submitted by Geoffrey Reynolds, Director, 
Joint Archives of Holland

Mystery Photo 
Submitted by Cynthia Read Miller, 
Curator of Photographs and Prints,  
The Henry Ford

http://blog.thehenryford.org/2014/10/marion-corwell/
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com
http://digitalcommons.hope.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1899&context=collection_registers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikorsky_S-29-A
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mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com
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