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Rebecca Bizonet

By Rebecca Bizonet, MAA President and Oral History Project 
Archivist, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University 

As the newly installed President of the Michigan Archival 
Association but longtime MAA member and Board member, I’d 
first like to say thank you to everyone for your support, 
friendship, fun, nurturing, and sharing of professional expertise 
over the years – both personally and through various MAA 
forums and events. I cannot tell you what it has meant to me as 
a person and as an archivist, except to say that it’s meant, well, 
a lot, and it’s helped me grow to become who and what I am 
today. In turn, I’ve been honored to have the chance to serve 
MAA members and archivists in Michigan through my varied 
roles with MAA. Lest this sound like a summing up and a good-
bye, I’ll state that I’m looking forward to continued service – and 
learning – in my next role for these two years as your President. 
I'd also like to take the opportunity at this time to thank those 
who have cycled off the Board. Your service was invaluable and 
we are the better for it.


Back in June at the 2016 Annual Meeting in East Lansing, during 
remarks at our General Business Meeting, I made what I 
suppose amounts to my mission and vision statement, or at 
least part of it: I stated, similarly to the above, that I’m honored 
to be stepping in as MAA President, but that I’m aware that I’m 
not in this game alone. I am counting on all of you, every one of 
you, to contribute to making the Michigan Archival Association 
function, thrive, grow, and serve. (I may not have stated it quite 
so eloquently at the time, but that’s pretty much what I recall, or 
at least what I meant, in between nervousness about 
remembering the correct order of business and getting a little 
verklempt about everything that was going on!) Now, on this 
page, I’d like to reaffirm this intent and this call. 


I was very pleased with the initial response to said call, with 
several volunteers contacting the Board directly after the Annual 
Meeting to volunteer to participate in planning the 2017 Annual 
Meeting. Thank you! There are always other ways to serve, too, 
so if you’re interested in getting involved with some aspect of 
MAA’s work, please let us know. If you have an idea for 
something we’re not doing right now but think we should, we’d 
like to hear that, too. (But warning: You’ll probably be roped into 
helping with it!) You can find Board contact information on the 
MAA website, miarchivists.wordpress.com, and on page 6 of 
this newsletter.


What are some other things we’ve got in the works? Before I 
became President, one area already targeted for growth and  

President’s Letter  

http://miarchivists.wordpress.com
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com
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improvement is our communication with MAA members, and we are continuing to work on this. 
We’re reviewing the results of a recent study of MAA communications and seeing how we can 
implement some of the recommendations. Stay tuned for further developments on that score. On a 
related note, we are continuing the Annual Meeting electronic evaluation and using the data you’ve 
supplied to improve future meetings. Some of this information may help us grow and improve in 
other ways beyond the scope of the Annual Meeting.


We are continuing our outreach to students, and we’ve been delighted with the response from 
members of the SAA student chapters at both Wayne State University and University of Michigan, as 
well as contributions from individual students within the information studies programs at both 
schools. (See pages 24-33 for articles by these students.) 


Back in the summer, MAA went to Washington – well, actually, we went to Atlanta! (See page 44.) 
The Society of American Archivists (SAA) invited MAA to host an information table at SAA’s annual 
meeting, and we jumped at the chance. Representatives from MAA, including myself, Secretary 
Stefanie Caloia, and Member-at-Large Brian Wilson prepared and staffed a table that provided 
information about MAA as an organization, as well as promotional materials contributed by some of 
our members, highlighting their repositories’ programs and activities. We also used the opportunity 
to solicit feedback from MAA members and others on ways MAA might grow and improve. 
Michiganders, past and present, also enjoyed stopping by simply to connect and reminisce about 
their time in Michigan. (OK, and we had a candy dish – that might have been a factor, too.) With two 
information schools and many esteemed repositories to help form those memories and experiences, 
there was a lot of love for the Mitten and the UP! Based on the success of this experiment in 
outreach, we are encouraged to try similar initiatives in the future. Would you or your institution like 
to take part in something like this? Is there somewhere else we should be going? (Say, MAC? Or 
perhaps a more homegrown roadshow, scanning fair, or the like?) Let us know!


We’ve continued our partnership with the Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners, with MAA once again 
co-sponsoring MMDP’s fall meeting as our Fall Workshop. Held at Grand Valley State University, the 
meet-up included a workshop on XML and XSLT and other highlights. (See page 15 for article about 
MMDP.) Are there other organizations around Michigan that MAA could partner with, assist, or 
promote to our members’ benefit? We’d like to know!


Another area we’re taking a close look at is the possibility of providing not just increased online 
information but also member services such as online registration. We’ve formed a task force to study 
this area and offer recommendations. Look for updates on this initiative over the course of the next 
year.


Did you know that MAA Board meetings are open to members? They always have been, but many 
members were probably not aware of this, or they may not find it easy to travel to Lansing to sit in on 
a meeting. We are experimenting with ways to make these meetings more accessible to members, 
including some online teleconferencing options. Board minutes are available upon request and 
annual business meeting minutes are available online, with updates from previous years continually 
being added.


The MAA Board is very interested in learning more about our members in order to provide the 
services and opportunities for professional development and involvement that are most relevant and 
useful to them. Communication, like participation, is a two-way street, and we want – nay, we need – 
to hear from YOU in order to make the Michigan Archival Association the best it can be. I look 
forward to hearing from and working with you for the next two years!  

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/board-documents/
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/board-documents/
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Heidi Butler 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2019)

Your MAA Board 
Members for      

Fall 2016

Rebecca 
Bizonet  
President 
(2016-2018)

Nicole Garrett 
Smeltekop   
Vice President/
President-Elect 
(2016-2018) 

Stefanie Caloia 
Secretary 
(2015-2017) 

Walter P. Reuther Library,  
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 577-0226  SCaloia@wayne.edu 

Lauren 
Arnsman 
Treasurer 
(2016-2017, 
appointed to fill 
remaining term  
of Susan Panak)

Linda Skolarus 
Conference 
Coordinator 
(2015-2017)

Annie Benefiel 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2017, 
appointed to fill 
remaining term  
of Lauren 
Arnsman)

ProQuest 
789 E. Eisenhower Parkway,  
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 707-2072  cevaskis@gmail.com 

Christiane 
Evaskis-
Garrett 
Member-at-
Large 
(2015-2018) 
and Editor, 
Open Entry

Karen Jania 
Member-at-
Large 
(2014-2017)

Retired, Bentley Historical Library  
kljania@gmail.com 

Lindsay 
Hiltunen 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2019)

Brian Wilson 
Member-at-
Large 
(2015-2018)

The Henry Ford, Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn, MI 48124 
(313) 982-6100x2293  brianw@thehenryford.org 

Get involved in MAA: 

• Volunteer for a 

committee! (See page 7)

• Contact a committee 

chair or a Board 
member today!


Walter P. Reuther Library,  
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 577-2662  rbizonet@gmail.com 

Michigan State University Libraries 
366 W. Circle Drive, Room W108C 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
(517) 884-0818  nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu 

Berkley Public Library 

lauren.reile@gmail.com  

The Henry Ford, Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn, MI 48124 
(313) 982-6059  lskolarus@hotmail.com 

Capital Area District Libraries  
401 S. Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933 
(517) 367-6313 butlerh@cadl.org  

Michigan Technological University Archives 
and Copper Country Historical Collections,  
1400 Townsend Dr., Houghton, MI 49931  
(906) 487-2505  lehalkol@mtu.edu 

Grand Valley State University 
Special Collections & University Archives 
1 Campus Dr., Allendale, MI 49401 
(616) 331-8727 benefiea@gvsu.edu 

mailto:butlerh@cadl.org
mailto:benefiea@gvsu.edu
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:kljania@gmail.com
mailto:lehalkol@mtu.edu
mailto:kljania@gmail.com
mailto:lskolarus@hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:butlerh@cadl.org
mailto:SCaloia@wayne.edu
mailto:nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu?subject=
mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
mailto:lauren.reile@gmail.com
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:benefiea@gvsu.edu
mailto:nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu?subject=
mailto:SCaloia@wayne.edu
mailto:lskolarus@hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:lehalkol@mtu.edu
mailto:lauren.reile@gmail.com
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
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Thank You for Your Service!

Annual Meeting Committee, 2016-2017: 
Linda Skolarus, lskolarus@hotmail.com  

Elizabeth Clemens


Program Subcommittee

• Caitlin Brennecke, 

cait.brennecke@gmail.com 

• Melinda Isler, islerm@ferris.edu 

• Karen Jania

• Marian Matyn


Local Arrangements Subcommittee

• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com  

• Amy Barritt, abarritt@tadl.org  

• Ann Swaney, aswaney@nmc.edu  


Auction Subcommittee


Ad Hoc Site Exploratory Committee  

MAA Committees (2016-2017) 
Get involved in MAA: Volunteer for a committee!

The MAA Board and the MAA Membership wishes a hearty Thank 
You to departing board members Sarah Roberts and Susan Panak.  
We are greatly indebted to you for your lengthy service.


Sarah Roberts has been a member of MAA since 2003 and served 
as Member-at-Large from 2010 until 2016.  During that time she 
initiated MAA’s Adopt An Archives mentoring program and ably 
served as the Chair for the Scholarships and Grants committee since 
its inception.  She has served on many Annual Meeting committees 
and also coordinated the arrangements for MAA’s Annual Business 
Meeting held at the 2012 MAC Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids. 


Susan Panak served as Treasurer from 2011 until 2016.  A member 
of MAA since 2001, she has been active on the MAA Board since 
2007, starting as Member-at-Large, then Secretary from 2008-2010 
before becoming the Treasurer in 2011.  Additionally, Susan served 
as Local Arrangements Chair in 2009, member of the 2008 Program 
Committee, and Fundraising Chair in 2008.  During her board tenure, 
she has been an invaluable contributor to the success of numerous 
Annual Meetings.  

Audit Committee (for Treasurer records) 
Communications Committee 

• Brian Wilson, brianw@thehenryford.org  

• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, 

cevaskis@gmail.com 

• Ed Busch, 

buschedw@campusad.msu.edu 

Fundraising Committee 
Nominating Committee 

• Caitlin Brennecke, 
cait.brennecke@gmail.com 


• Melinda Isler, islerm@ferris.edu 

Scholarship and Grants Committee 

• Sarah Roberts, rober472@msu.edu 

• Karen Jania

• Brian Wilson


Survey Committee 
• Heidi Butler, butlerh@cadl.org 

• Rebecca Bizonet, rbizonet@gmail.com   

mailto:lskolarus@hotmail.com
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
mailto:islerm@ferris.edu
mailto:lauren.reile@gmail.com
mailto:abarritt@tadl.org
mailto:aswaney@nmc.edu
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:buschedw@campusad.msu.edu
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
mailto:islerm@ferris.edu
mailto:rober472@msu.edu
mailto:butlerh@cadl.org
mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
mailto:lskolarus@hotmail.com
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
mailto:islerm@ferris.edu
mailto:lauren.reile@gmail.com
mailto:abarritt@tadl.org
mailto:aswaney@nmc.edu
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:buschedw@campusad.msu.edu
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
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mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
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Walter Speck Labor History Mural Restored 
to Its Original Grandeur  
By Erik Nordberg, Director, Elizabeth Clemens, Audiovisual Archivist, Troy Eller English, Society 
of Women Engineers Archivist, and Deborah Rice, Audiovisual Archivist, Walter P. Reuther 
Library, Wayne State University 

The North American Labor 
History Conference reception on 
October 21 at Wayne State 
University's Walter P. Reuther 
Library featured a special event 
this year – the formal unveiling of 
a newly-restored 1937 Walter 
Speck mural, informally known 
as "Ford Riot” but officially 
untitled. Celebrating the 
imposing 9-foot by 20-foot 
artwork, the reception marked 
the culmination of a large project 
in every respect.


The origins of Speck’s Untitled 
mural lay in UAW West Side 
Local 174, the home local of 
labor leader and later UAW 
president, Walter P. Reuther. In 
1937, wishing to commemorate 
recent Michigan labor history 
events in its Detroit 
headquarters, Local 174 
commissioned a mural from 
Walter Edward Speck 
(1896-1979). A native Detroiter 
and renowned ceramist, 
lithographer, and painter, Speck headed the Works Progress Administration's Detroit Art Project, 
taught at the Detroit School of Art, the Meinzinger Art School, and the National Arts Camp at 
Interlochen. An influential member of Detroit’s art scene in the 1930s and 1940s, his work was 
exhibited at the 1933 World’s Fair, the Scarab Club, the Detroit Institute of Arts, and in the national 
“Frontiers of American Art: Works Progress Administration” exhibit in 1939. Despite Speck's 
association with the WPA, Reuther Library audiovisual archivist Elizabeth Clemens and the U.S. 
General Services Administration were unable to determine whether this mural was officially funded 
by the WPA or solely by the UAW.


Painted in a style reminiscent of Diego Rivera's famous Detroit Industry murals (located just a 
block away at the Detroit Institute of Arts), Untitled depicts key moments in Michigan labor history 
during the Depression, including the Battle of the Overpass, the 1936-1937 Flint sit-down strike, 
and a rendering of UAW Local 174's first union contract (see photo on page 10). In the center of 
the mural a male autoworker holds hands with a female industrial worker carrying the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (CIO) flag, symbolizing solidarity between the two organizations. Union 
buttons are pinned and glued to the breasts of some of the workers depicted in the artwork (see 
photo on page 10).  

Members of UAW Local 174 stand in front of the newly restored Speck 
mural in the Walter P. Reuther Library’s Reading Room, 2016. Local 174 
helped to protect the mural for more than 75 years and raised funds to 
help defray restoration costs.  
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Speck’s Untitled mural has a long and surprisingly transient history for such a large work of art. The 
mural is the only remaining piece from a series painted by Speck and his future wife, Barbara Wilson 
Bennetti. It was created in situ at the original headquarters of UAW Local 174, located at 2730 
Maybury Grand Street in Detroit. In 1954, with the building slated to be razed to make way for a 
freeway project, the mural was painstakingly removed from the plaster wall and installed in a building 
located at 6495 West Warren. The mural stayed in place until 2002 when it was moved to the next of 
Local 174’s headquarters in Romulus. In 2014 the local moved yet again but was unable to secure an 
appropriate space for the work of art in its new office. Following a period of discussion and 
negotiation, UAW Local 174 agreed to deed the painting to Wayne State University for public display 
at the Reuther Library.


By 2015, after hanging in union halls for 75 years and several relocations, the mural had incurred 
water damage, significant tears, and an overall coating of grime and nicotine that dulled its originally 
vivid colors. Additionally, during one move the canvas was stretched on a smaller frame in order to fit 
in a smaller office space. As a result, the mural was folded over the sides of the frame, obscuring the 
top and bottom of the original imagery and cracking the paint (see photo, next page). Reuther Library 
director Erik Nordberg and conservator Kenneth B. Katz of Conservation and Museum Services in 
Detroit developed a $60,000 restoration project to clean and repair the mural. UAW Local 174 
donated $21,000 to the project, which union members had collected over the years to fund the 
mural's restoration. Additional support was secured from the Michigan Labor History Society, Wayne 
State University, grants from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, and individual donors.	 	 	 (continued on next page)  

Above: UAW President Walter P. Reuther delivers a speech to 
union members in front of the mural, late 1930s. (Unknown 
photographer, Image ID 9967)  Right: Walter Speck at work 
on his Untitled mural, informally known as “Ford Riot,” 
December 6, 1937. (Worldwide News Service photographer, 
Image ID 3825)  

http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/4217
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/3390
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/4217
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/3390
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For more than a year, Katz’s team painstakingly cleaned and 
repaired the massive mural in his Detroit studio, while everyone 
involved pondered how to physically move a 9-foot by 20-foot 
mural to the third floor Reading Room. (An early and short-lived 
plan involved removing windows in the Reading Room and 
raising the mural to the third floor with a crane.) Beginning on 
October 10, a team from Conservation and Museum Services 
brought the mural into the Reading Room rolled on a tube, 
stretched the canvas on a new and properly-sized frame, and 
made final touch-ups on the mural’s paint and varnish. Artpack 
Services prepared the wall and installed the completed work on 
October 12. A time-lapse video of the installation can be found 
on the Reuther Film and Video YouTube channel: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEkxBRMQ12E.


This mural served as a backdrop for decades of UAW efforts in 
support of workplace rights and social welfare, including the 
personal work of Walter P. Reuther as he rose to prominence 
through leadership of UAW Local 174. While the mural hung for 
more than 75 years in local union halls, seen by thousands of 
UAW members and their families, it was largely hidden from the 
view of the general public. This restoration project acknowledges 
the stewardship of UAW Local 174 members in creating and 
guarding the piece, and moves the artwork and the history it 
depicts into the public sphere.


Speck’s Untitled mural is available for public viewing during 
normal Reading Room hours, Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
or by appointment, http://www.reuther.wayne.edu.  

Above: Speck’s mural before 
restoration, 2014: 1) on a smaller 
frame, obscuring mural’s top and 
bottom portions; 2) actual union 
pins attached; 3) UAW Local 174’s 
first contract depicted.Below: Speck’s mural after restoration, 2016.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEkxBRMQ12E
http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEkxBRMQ12E
http://www.reuther.wayne.edu
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By Mary Navarre, OP, Director of Archives, Dominican Sisters, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
Natalie Smith, Archives Intern  

The archives of the Dominican Sisters, Grand Rapids, Michigan, possesses several very old 
documents which were stored rolled up. The paper is so old that any attempt to unroll it results in 
cracking and pieces of the paper breaking off. 


In order to be able to use and read the documents, a humidification chamber must be built. This is a 
low tech solution involving a plastic storage bin or tub, a sponge, and a Plaskolite louver. Plaskolite 
louver is a large plastic grid sheet usually used to cover ceiling lights. The Plaskolite gets trimmed to 
size and fitted into the bin. A wet sponge goes beneath and the document sits on the level of the 
Plaskolite. This allows the documents to absorb the water from the sponge indirectly. The bin is 
sealed for 24 to 48 hours. When the paper emerges, the moisture has loosened the roll and it can be 
laid out flat. Acid-free blotting paper is placed on top of the document as it dries and the 
humidification chamber is ready for another job.     		 	 	         (continued on next page)

Archives Intern Natalie Smith demonstrates the steps for the humidification process, which were 
taught to participants at the Claretian Introductory Archive Workshop for Archivists of Religious 
Congregations, held at the Sisters of Charity Motherhouse in Leavenworth, Kansas in July 2016. 

You will need: 
• A large plastic storage bin or tub with tight fitting cover. 
• A new kitchen sponge. 
• A Plaskolite suspended light ceiling panel (about $12.00 at Lowe’s hardware). 

• Cut the panel to fit tightly part-way down the sides of the bin. Use wire snips or gardening 
shears to cut it to the right size.  

Step by step directions:

1) Rolled document ready for 
humidification process.  

2) Pour distilled water over 
sponge in bottom of plastic 
storage bin.  

3) Wedge Plaskolite layer part 
of the way down into bin.  

Humidification Chamber Construction  
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Now flattened, this 40-inch by 8-inch panoramic photograph, made around 1924, shows the students 
from a summer music camp held at Marywood, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

4) Place rolled document inside 
storage bin, on top of Plaskolite 
layer.  

5) Seal storage bin tightly for 24 
to 48 hours, checking once in a 
while to make sure it is not too 
moist inside. If water droplets 
are found on the sides of bin, 
wipe them off.  

6) Remove document, carefully 
unroll, sandwich between acid-
free blotting paper, and weigh 
down evenly with heavy books.  

Once the document has dried flat, it can be used for whatever purposes needed. Below see the 
panoramic photograph unrolled, unharmed, and ready for scanning, framing, or flat storage. 
Now, we will store the original photograph flat in acid-free paper.  
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Above left: Dr. Philip Mason tells stories of his career, as 
Sandra Clark, Director, Michigan History Center; Bob 
Garrett, Archivist, Archives of Michigan; and Julie Loehr, 
Michigan State University Press, look on and listen, 
September 12, 2016.  Above right: Dr. Philip Mason with 
Sandra Clark, Director of the Michigan History Center; 
Mark Harvey, State Archivist; and Randy Riley, State 
Librarian, September 12, 2016.  Right:  Dr. Philip Mason 
with author/historian Larry Massie, September 12, 2016.  
(All photos by Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources photographer Matthew Clara.  Courtesy of 
the Archives of Michigan.)

Reception for Dr. Philip P. Mason at the  
Archives of Michigan  
By Bob Garrett, Archivist, Archives of Michigan  

On September 12, 2016, the Archives of Michigan welcomed Dr. Philip P. Mason, accompanied by 
his daughter Catherine.  We were honored by his visit, as he has left an indelible mark on our 
institution.  Dr. Mason worked here from 1951-1958, dealing with the aftermath of the State Office 
Building fire and the Archives’ 1954 move to the state records center.  Two current staff members 
(Mary Zimmeth and Mark Harvey) and one former staff member (Geneva Wiskemann) count 
themselves among Dr. Mason’s many protégés, and in fact Dr. Mason set up State Archivist Mark 
Harvey’s internship at the Archives in 1995! 

 

On his recent visit, staff gave Dr. Mason a tour of the Archives’ revamped reference and research 
room, as he relayed tales of his earlier experiences working for the State of Michigan.  A light 
reception followed, with refreshments in the Michigan History Center Commission Room.  There, Dr. 
Mason and Archives staff were joined by special guests Larry Massie, Geneva Wiskemann, LeRoy 
Barnett, State Librarian Randy Riley and MHC Director Sandra Clark.  It was a wonderful time to 
catch up and share the good work of the Archives with Dr. Mason.  
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Board Member Elections Report 
Elections for new Board members of the Michigan Archival Association were held at the Michigan 
Archival Association Business Meeting during this year’s MAA Annual Meeting in East Lansing, 
Michigan, on Friday June 17, 2016. The following are the results:


Vice President/President-elect, Nicole Garrett Smeltekop (2016-2018)

Member-at-Large, Lindsay Hiltunen (2016-2019)

Member-at-Large, Heidi Butler (2016-2019)


For more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board, please visit the Board section of 
the website, https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/. 


Submitted by the 2016 MAA Nominating Committee:

Lauren Arnsman, Melinda Isler, Marian Matyn

Scholarship and Grants Committee Update 
The Scholarship and Grants Committee awarded the Marilyn McNitt Memorial Scholarship for the 
2016 Annual Meeting to Shauna Quick, a library science graduate student at Wayne State University.  
The scholarship gives a student in an archival or library science program the opportunity to attend the 
Michigan Archival Association annual meeting.  The scholarship covers lodging, registration, and 
includes a stipend for expenses.  The Michigan Archival Association is pleased to offer this opportunity 
to students who might not otherwise be able to attend.  The scholarship winner is asked to write an 
article for the MAA newsletter about their conference experience.  See Quick’s article in the upcoming 
Spring 2017 issue of Open Entry.


The scholarship is named after Marilyn McNitt, an archivist at the University of Michigan’s Bentley 
Historical Library for twenty-five years.  Her commitment to researchers and students inspired her 
family and MAA to create a scholarship in her name.  The scholarship and grants are funded through 
donations and proceeds from the silent auction at the annual meeting.


MAA again has helped sponsor the Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners (MMDP) meeting as our Fall 
workshop.  Since the workshop is free of charge for MAA members, the committee decided not to 
offer a grant to attend the workshop this year. (See page 15 for the MMDP article.)


The committee chair, Sarah Roberts of the Michigan State University Archives, extends grateful thanks 
to the committee members for their diligent work selecting a scholarship recipient:  Richard Adler of 
the University of Michigan Library; Karen Jania, MAA Board Member-at-Large, and Nicole Garrett 
Smeltekop of the Michigan State University Libraries and MAA Vice President/President-elect.


The 2017 scholarship for attending the MAA Annual Meeting in Traverse City on June 15-16, 2017, 
will cover two nights lodging, registration, and a $250 stipend.  To apply please contact Sarah Roberts 
at rober472@msu.edu. 


Submitted by Sarah Roberts, Chair, MAA Scholarship and Grants Committee and Acquisitions 
Archivist, Michigan State University Archives & Historical Collections  

News from Your Board of Directors 
For more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board,

go to http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ or see page 6 for contact information.  

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
mailto:rober472@msu.edu
mailto:rober472@msu.edu
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
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MAA & MMDP: Fall Workshop 2016 with Mid-Michigan 
Digital Practitioners 
By Matt Schultz, Metadata & Digital Curation Librarian, Grand Valley State University 

and Annie Benefiel, MAA Board Member-at-Large and Archivist for Collection Management, Grand 
Valley State University


The practice of creating, preserving, and sharing digital collections in libraries and archives can be 
both rewarding and frustrating. The speed with which technologies evolve challenges the best of us 
to keep pace. The Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners (MMDP) group aims to connect professionals 
working with digital collections in a local and open setting and explore technology, methodology, and 
collaborative opportunities. The group meets semi-annually in venues across the Mid-Michigan 
region and hosts workshops, vendor demonstrations, panel and roundtable discussions, poster 
presentations, and networking events. 


Portia Vescio, Ed Busch, Aaron Collie, and Ranti Junus at Michigan State University founded MMDP 
in 2013 with support from the MSU Libraries and Archives. Since 2013, MMDP has held six meetings 
in East Lansing, Ann Arbor, Grand Rapids, and Albion, with support from the hosting institutions and 
Michigan Archival Association (MAA). The group operates democratically, with a planning team that 
sends out regular emails and surveys to group members to determine presentation and workshop 
topics. All members are encouraged to submit proposals for discussion topics, presentations, and 
workshops. MMDP’s website, midmichdp.wordpress.com, contains the proceedings of past meet-
ings, news about upcoming events, a history of the organization, and information on how to join. 


Attendance at MMDP events has grown year-after-year, and the number and types of institutions 
sharing their developments at each meeting has likewise expanded and diversified. Academic 
libraries and archives, public libraries, historical societies, museums, nonprofits, and others are all 
actively sharing their technology choices, their policies and strategies, and their organizational 
lessons learned. Topics explored have run the gamut from best practices for managing specific 
digital collection types, to providing demonstrations of specific repository functionality, to exploring 
how best to document diverse communities.

  

Communications Update 
  

In addition to Open Entry, which is published twice annually, the Michigan Archival Association has 
a number of additional communications channels. Our website, at miarchivists.wordpress.com, is 
updated regularly with announcements and reports, and serves as the repository of MAA's 
newsletters and annual meeting programs.


MAA's Facebook page can be found at www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association.

For instructions to subscribe to MAA’s listserv see the website links.


Finally, we’re exploring a livestream of our Board meetings to make them accessible to MAA 
members that are unable to attend meetings in person. Keep an eye on the website and Facebook 
for more information!


For questions on how to distribute information on our website, Facebook, or listserv, contact Brian 
Wilson (brianw@thehenryford.org), Christiane Evaskis-Garrett (cevaskis@gmail.com), or Ed Busch 
(buschedw@msu.edu), your helpful Communications Committee!


Submitted by Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, Open Entry Editor, MAA Board Member-at-Large, and 
Content Ingest Developer, ProQuest  

http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:buschedw@msu.edu
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:buschedw@msu.edu
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The MMDP meetings have proven particularly instrumental in 
solidifying the successful trends in digital library and archives 
technologies. Participating institutions have reported out on their 
development efforts, their implementation case studies, and 
provided hands-on demonstrations for a number of different 
software systems, including Fedora, Islandora, Archivematica, 
Archive-It, ArchivesSpace, Preservica, and many others. Based 
on these report-outs, institutions seeking guidance on future 
solution choices have received timely advice on both what to 
adopt and what to avoid. As a result, MMDP participants know 
that they have a network of knowledge and support when 
navigating these sorts  of choices.


Digital practitioners have also dived a little deeper through 
MMDP’s half-day workshops. Attendees have gained familiarity 
with data management, wrangling structured data (e.g., with 
Python), digital humanities tools and methods, software 
versioning tools (e.g., Git and GitHub), and using virtual 
machines for software testing (e.g., VirtualBox and Vagrant). 
Future workshops will tackle issues such as digital preservation 
policies, digital asset management, and the preservation of 
audiovisual materials.


As the MMDP community has further matured it has also 
become a reliable forum for bridging participating institutions 
with larger state and national initiatives. For example, 
representatives from the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) 
routinely attend the twice-annual meetings and provide progress 
updates and timely information on how institutions in Michigan 
can on-ramp their collections into that discovery space. The 
MMDP Planning Committee also actively coordinates with the 
Michigan Archival Association and is grateful for that 
organization’s past support and recognition.


The Spring MMDP meeting of 2016 was held at Grand Valley 
State University at the Mary Idema Pew Library in Allendale on 
March 17-18. Highlights included lightning talks on accessibility 
approaches for digital collections, use of Agile software 
development methods for digital library projects, demonstrations 
of OCR software, and use of AV streaming platforms. Group 
conversations spanned a wide array of issues, from strategies to 
effectively document and preserve the Flint water crisis, to 
sharing the ups and downs of research data management 
programs. The meeting was captured on video and is available 
at https://mediaspace.msu.edu/channel/Mid+Michigan+Digital
+Practitioners/36983081. Videos from previous years’ meetings 
are also available. 


The Fall 2016 MMDP meeting and MAA Workshop was held at 
the Michigan State University Libraries in East Lansing. Events 
included a full day of workshops on October 13 that provided 
instruction for use of XML and XSLT for digital collections,  

MAA 2017 
Annual Meeting 
in Traverse City 
The planning process is well 
underway for the Michigan 
Archival Association 2017 
Annual Meeting in Traverse 
City, Michigan, on Thursday 
and Friday, June 15-16, 2017.


Earlier this fall, the MAA 
Program Committee sought 
proposals for the 2017 
Annual Meeting program. 
Based on the results of 
MAA’s post-conference 
survey from 2016, topics of 
interest to our members 
included:

• Records management

• Processing collections

• Diversity in archives

• Small shop issues

• Metadata

• Displays (budget)

• Preservation of physical 

items (scrapbooks; maps)

• Local history collections

• Archival software


The deadline to submit 
program proposals was 
November 1, 2016, but the 
Program Committee often 
seeks speakers to complete a 
session.  You do not have to 
be an MAA member to 
present.  If you would like to 
see whether a topic of 
interest to you still needs 
presenters, check the MAA 
2017 Session Proposal 
Collaboration spreadsheet.  
You can also email questions 
to the committee co-chairs, 
Caitlin Brennecke, 
cait.brennecke@gmail.com  
and Melinda Isler 
islerm@ferris.edu.  

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/channel/Mid+Michigan+Digital+Practitioners/36983081
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/channel/Mid+Michigan+Digital+Practitioners/36983081
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1C9V7bGVEQ3ut-TDOPFvKjsg1PnMbbjk7H0Om1reKuTs/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
mailto:islerm@ferris.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1C9V7bGVEQ3ut-TDOPFvKjsg1PnMbbjk7H0Om1reKuTs/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
mailto:islerm@ferris.edu
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as well as guidance on policies and strategies for digital asset management. The regular meeting on 
October 14th brought together professionals involved in the creation and curation of digital 
collections from the Mid-Michigan area and surrounding regions to explore the use of OpenRefine for 
data-driven decision-making, innovative digital scanning techniques (including use of smartphones), 
and grappling with large digital audiovisual collections. 


You can catch the highlights of the October meeting and get connected for future meetings by 
visiting midmichdp.wordpress.com.  

Archivists in the News 

Send your announcements to the Editors, MAA Open Entry - Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com 

This past August, Louis Jones began serving his one-year term 
as president of the Academy of Certified Archivists. An 
organization with over 1,200 members, mostly in the United 
States with a few in other countries, the Academy certifies 
archivists through an exam and recertifying process. It has been 
in existence since 1989.  Louis is the Field Archivist & Adjunct 
Professor of Archival Administration at the Walter P. Reuther 
Library of Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University.  

By Whitney Miller, Archivist, University Archives & Historical Collections, Michigan State 
University 

Conservation and Collections Care Camp V was held Wednesday, November 2, 2016.

The CCC Camp is a forum where those interested in conservation issues can explore with 
colleagues various topics and solutions for preserving, storing, and displaying their archival 
collections.


Camp V’s theme was “Outside the Comfort Zone,” where presenters explored conservation issues 
that are outside their “normal” expertise.  For example, a paper-based archivist who finds nitrate film 
hidden in a collection or a small-shop that must deal with multiple kinds of damaged historical 
materials after a flood.  In addition to the presentations, there was an extensive “help” session to get 
everyone back inside their comfort zone when dealing with conservation issues.


Attendees were also encouraged to give a short 10-15 minute presentation about a particularly 
difficult or interesting conservation issue and how it was addressed. 


This event, held on November 2 at the Ralph Carey Forum in the Student Life Center of Spring Arbor 
University, was coordinated by Whitney Miller (millerwh@msu.edu).  Generously sponsored by the 
Spring Arbor University White Library, it included gratis registration and lunch.  

Conservation and Collections Care Camp V  

mailto:millerwh@msu.edu
http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:millerwh@msu.edu
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By Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, MAA Member-at-Large and 
Content Ingest Developer, ProQuest, and Rebecca Bizonet, 
MAA President and Oral History Project Archivist, Walter P. 
Reuther Library, Wayne State University 

On June 16-17, 2016, archivists invaded Spartan country by 
attending MAA’s Annual Meeting in East Lansing! The Kellogg 
Hotel & Conference Center, located on Michigan State 
University’s campus, provided convenient access to downtown 
EL. Attendees enjoyed exploring the campus and downtown 
eateries and shops. In all, 83 people attended the conference.


During the first day of the festivities, Thursday, June 16, the first 
concurrent sessions discussed fruitful collaborations between 
catalogers and archivists and the amount of work involved in 
moving and maintaining corporate collections. Following those 
sessions, folks attended MAA’s Second Annual Poster Session; 
highlights included audio preservation processes and virtual 
reality tours of a historic Eastern Michigan University building 
that no longer exists on campus. Following that, the two 
concurrent mid-morning sessions shared the Historical Society 
of Michigan’s publications and programs and the challenges of 
records management.


Valerie Marvin presented a wonderful keynote address during 
lunch. President of the Historical Society of Greater Lansing, 
Marvin provided an amusing and informative history of Lansing 
and East Lansing’s founding and growth. When her address 
concluded, meeting attendees were treated to two more 
concurrent sessions: one covered ArchivesSpace and the other 
discussed prominent women in Michigan’s history.


When the sessions concluded, the tours began! Three options 
were available: a walking tour presenting MSU’s history through 
archaeology, a tour of MSU’s Beaumont Tower and carillon, and 
a self-guided tour of Spartan Stadium. Following the tours, 
people attended the annual reception back at the hotel. 
Surrounded by good conversation and excellent food, 
Thursday’s events ended.


Friday, June 17, brought more sessions for our archivist 
attendees. The morning generated dueling sessions: a session 
on oral history went head to head with a session on unique 
collections. (The winner? Folks who got up early to attend either 
session!) After the mid-morning break, sessions on the new 
Michigan Service Hub of the Digital Public Library of America 
and collection management tips and tricks led the way to lunch.  

East Lansing, Michigan:  
Dispatches from the 2016 Annual Meeting!  

Scenes from the Annual Meeting 
in East Lansing, 2016.  Top: 
Kellogg Hotel & Conference 
Center announces “MI Archival 
Association.”    Middle: Buffet 
appetizers at the Reception.    
Bottom: Our new MAA President, 
Rebecca Bizonet. 

Looking to relive some of the 2016 
Annual Meeting moments? See our 
Storied #2016MAA tweets!  
storify.com/a2beachboy/2016-
michigan-archival-association-
annual-meeting  

https://storify.com/a2beachboy/2016-michigan-archival-association-annual-meeting
https://storify.com/a2beachboy/2016-michigan-archival-association-annual-meeting
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Concurrent sessions on audiovisual processing and student outreach closed the conference.


As per tradition, the annual business meeting and a silent auction followed the luncheon on Friday. 
Naturally, the business meeting included an election. The following individuals were elected or re-
elected to the following positions: Nicole Garrett Smeltekop was elected to the Vice President/
President-Elect position (two-year term); and Heidi Butler and Lindsay Hiltunen were elected as 
Members-at-Large (both serving three-year terms). Congratulations to them all!


Geoff Reynolds, Bob Garrett, and Tom Nanzig brought their usual joviality to the silent auction, 
which, along with a cash jar, raised $1,063 for MAA’s awards for Michigan History Day, the Marilyn 
McNitt Memorial Scholarship, and the Fall Workshop grant. Auctioned items included (among others) 
dueling Michigan and MSU baskets, a wine basket, reprints of historic books, sports memorabilia 
including a signed portrait of Detroit Tigers player Victor “V-Mart” Martinez, handmade jewelry and 
apparel, and numerous gift certificates. We thank all the donors, who aided charity and made some 
winning bidders very happy in the process.  (See below for the list of donors.)  Participants also 
freely gave cash donations totaling $43. Continuing on the year’s “dueling” theme, separate donation 
jars were made available for Wolverine supporters and Spartans, with Spartans crushing the 
Wolverines in a display of more than triple the generosity and school spirit. 


As folks left East Lansing, the question was presented: Where would these archivists end up next? 
Who would take on this wild crowd? No need to fear: June 15-16, 2017, will find glad MAA members 
in the cherry capital of Michigan – Traverse City!  Mark your calendars now!

The Michigan Archival Association would like to thank the following institutions, companies, and 
individuals for their financial support through silent auction donations and annual meeting 
sponsorships.  Your generosity ensured the success of the MAA Annual Meeting in East Lansing, 
Michigan, June 2016:  
Institutions and Companies 
• Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan

• Chris Roberts-Antieau, Antieau Gallery

• Creative Wellness

• Douglas J Salon

• Eastwood Towne Center

• Ferris State University

• Gaylord Archival

• Herman Miller

• Ilitch Holdings, Inc.

• Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center

• Michigan State University Archives & Historical 

Collections

• Michigan State University Libraries

• Michigan Women’s Historical Center and Hall of 

Fame

• MSU Dairy Store

• MSU Surplus Store

• Reagan Marketing + Design

• Spring Arbor University

• The Crowley Company

• The Henry Ford

• University Products

• User Friendly Computing

• Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University

• Wharton Center for the Performing Arts  

Examples of Sponsor recognition during coffee breaks.  

Individuals 
• Rebecca Bizonet

• Ed Busch

• Troy Eller English

• Aimee Ergas

• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett

• Karen Jania

• Ruth Ann Jones

• Nikki Magie

• Whitney Miller

• Tom Nanzig

• Sarah Roberts

• Gavin Strassel

• Ann Swaney

• Portia Vescio

• Brian Wilson  
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A Job Well Done! 
How many people does it take to put on the Annual Meeting?


In 2016, it took the following 15 people (4 of whom were board members), plus the active involvement 
of the other 7 elected board members throughout the year!


Not to mention all the board and MAA members who volunteered to assist with various tasks during 
the meeting in East Lansing, and the over 50 program, poster, and tour presenters and chairs who 
delivered the great content!


Once again, Karen Jania beautifully photographed the sessions, breaks, luncheons, and reception.


A huge THANK YOU! goes out to all who made the East Lansing meeting a fabulous success!!


Annual Meeting Committee, 2015-2016  

Annual Meeting Committee and 
MAA Board members conferring 
about logistics and volunteering at 
the registration desk, 2016

Local Arrangements Subcommittee 
Co-chairs 
• Whitney Miller 

• Megan Malone 

Auction Subcommittee 
Co-chairs 
• Rebecca Bizonet

• Megan Malone

   Subcommittee Members 
• Bob Garrett

• Tom Nanzig 

• Geoffrey Reynolds

• Sarah Roberts  

Conference Coordinator and Co-chair 
• Linda Skolarus

   Committee Members

• Rebecca Bizonet (Co-chair)

• Elizabeth Clemens

• Whitney Miller

• Alexandra Orchard

• Nicole Smeltekop


Program Subcommittee 
Co-chairs 
• Alexandra Orchard 

• Nicole Smeltekop

   Subcommittee Members 
• Caitlin Brennecke

• Meghan Courtney  
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Sessions at the Annual Meeting in East Lansing, 2016.  Top row: 1) Attendees at “Designing Legacies That Move” 
with presenter Dean Weber;  2) Keynote Speaker Valerie Marvin, “Lansing: A Capital Idea.”  Middle row: 1) Attendees 
at “The Cataloger and the Archivist Can Be Friends!”; 2) Carleton Gholz, presenter, “And Now for Something 
Completely Different: Unique Collections in Archives”;  Bottom row: 1) Sharon Carlson, presenter, “Come Together: 
Students and Outreach”; 2) Presenters Ed Busch, Nicole Smeltekop, and Alexandra Orchard, “ArchivesSpace 
Episode 4: Data Migration.”
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Above: Attendees enjoying the Reception at the Annual Meeting in East Lansing, 2016: (left, clockwise) Rebecca 
Bizonet, Brian Wilson, Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, Kayla Ondracek, and Lauren Arnsman; (right, clockwise) Tom Nanzig, 
Nikki Magie, Caitlin Brennecke, Julie Tabberer, Geoffrey Reynolds, and Kristen Chinery; (lower right) Nicole Smeltekop 
and Andrea Gietzen.  

Below: Examples from the Poster session: (clockwise) Mike Dutkewych with Detroit Music Oral History; Mark Harvey 
with Adopt an Archive and Save Michigan History; Devon Proudfoot with Preparing Legacy Finding Aids for Ingest into 
ArchivesSpace; and Tanya R. Davidson with Folksonomies & Folklore: James Callow Folkore Archive.
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Scenes from the Silent Auction at the Annual Meeting in East Lansing, 2016, which funds MAA’s awards for 
Michigan History Day, the Marilyn McNitt Memorial Scholarship, and the Fall Workshop grant.  Top row: 1) Winner 
Louis Komorowski with auctioneer Tom Nanzig; 2) Auctioneer Geoffrey Reynolds with Detroit Tigers memorabilia 
contributed by Illich Holdings, Inc.  Middle row: 1) Winner Hilary Gatlin with auctioneer Geoffrey Reynolds; 2) Winner 
Kathryn Dunham with auctioneer Bob Garrett.  Bottom row: Tom Nanzig, Geoffrey Reynolds, and Bob Garrett 
announce winners in front of the display table of donated auction items.  
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Collaborative Audiovisual Processing:  
SLIS WSU Chapter of SAA and the Reuther  

Three SLIS graduate students and 
members of the Wayne State 
University Chapter of the Society 
of American Archivists have been 
working on the AV processing 
project since the summer.  They 
are (left to right) Natalie Piernak, 
Mark Prindiville, and Nathaniel 
Arndts.  Their goal has been to set 
up and prepare this project for the 
Chapter’s members to participate 
in processing this material at the 
Walter P. Reuther Library.

By Mark Prindiville, Graduate Student, School of Library and 
Information Science, Wayne State University and President, 
SLIS WSU Chapter of the Society of American Archivists. 

I am a graduate student at Wayne State University’s School of 
Library and Information Science. I am also the President of the 
Wayne State chapter of the Society of American Archivists. 
Since my induction into the chapters’ ranks of leadership, I have 
made it my top priority to increase our group’s visibility in and 
around the university. 


Near the end of the Spring/Summer 2016 semester, I reached 
out to Walter P. Reuther Library’s Audiovisual Archivist Deborah 
Rice about potential projects at the Reuther. Within a few days, I 
received confirmation about an AV project that Deborah was 
considering – the creation of an “artificial collection” of scattered 
phonograph records in the Reuther stacks. Most of these are 
albums, although some are singles. Rice has provided additional 
information about this collection, at the end the article. 


During our first meeting, we discussed ideas and issues such as 
putting together a survey before the start of the school year and 
working through potentially difficult schedules between our 
members and the staff of the Reuther. Yet the basic goal was 
set: increase our involvement on campus and allow our 
members some experience in the different aspects of archives 
such as arrangement, description, and outreach.


Our first task was a pleasant one. Two of SAA’s members and I 
were assigned the duty of surveying the albums.  We spent 
several hours in the AV stacks to confirm their actual location. It 
seemed like a simple task, but it was the beginning of so much 
more. What started off as a survey and a quick one-time 
processing project turned into a potential long-term project for 
our student organization. A summary of the summer survey 
results was relayed to our members during our first meeting of 
the academic year. Our hope was to spark enough interest to 
move onto future phases of the project, which include creating 
the artificial collection, relocating and rehousing the materials 
into another section of the stacks, potentially digitizing select 
photographic record album covers, and delivering an online 
access point to this material. The project timetable allows our 
members to work around their school and work schedules 
during the academic year. This also allows the AV Archivist to 
assess our processing and to offer criticism that will assist our 
members in developing their archival skills. The Reuther Library 
and Wayne State’s chapter of SAA have relied on a strong  
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relationship between the staff and the student members. Through this project, our new members will 
gain some practical experience with trained staff inside of a well-known archives and our old-timer 
members will mentor some of the greenhorns. All gain experience in collaborative efforts with 
professionals and potential future colleagues. In the end, our group attains success and fosters our 
members’ development as they become the proud professionals they strive to be.


Society of American Archivists, Wayne State University Chapter

Check us out at:

Our Website: http://iis.slis.wayne.edu/saa/index.html 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Societyofamericanarchivistswsu 

Twitter: @WayneSt_SAA

To attend meetings online: https://connect.slis.wayne.edu/saa

About this Artificial Collection at the Reuther Library by Deborah Rice: 
• The working title for this artificial collection is Labor Phonograph Records Collection. The 

provenance of all the other records should be traceable and will be placed in an appropriate 
sound recordings or audiovisual collection. An example might be “UAW Sound Recordings” or 
“SEIU Audiovisual Collection”. 


• Approximate date range for the entirety of the phonograph records (not just the artificial 
collection) will be circa 1930-1990.


• There are around 1,100 records. They are predominately albums, but there are some singles (45s). 
They will be described generally as phonograph records to encompass both sizes/speeds. The 
Library of Congress subject heading is “Sound recordings”. Using this will help link them to other 
related recordings in our collections (i.e. magnetic reel tapes, cassettes tapes, etc.).


• These records contain important conference proceedings, radio spots, music, and other 
documentation that cannot necessarily be found in any other format. Historically, they have been 
separated from related documents and collections, so describing them will help re-link them, 
through metadata tagging, thus enriching our understanding of a person, institution, or events.  

Transcribing Copper Harbor Range 
Lighthouse Logs  
By Alexandrea Penn, MLIS Candidate, School of Library and 
Information Science, Wayne State University 

“Am retiring from the lighthouse service today leaving Mr. 
Haven in charge of the station. Have spent the most of my 
life in the service. Am leaving it with best wishes and not 
much regret.” (September 30, 1930)


Charles T. Davis (1860-1944) was the lighthouse keeper at the 
Copper Harbor Range Light on Lake Superior for over forty-five 
years. I spent the past two summers transcribing two of his 
lighthouse logs and reliving his happy memories and the 
glimpses of sadness that affected his life. 


I worked for the Michigan Iron Industry Museum in Negaunee, 
part of the Michigan History Center. The museum operates 
Fayette State Park and Fort Wilkins, where the Copper Harbor 
Range light is located. I used paper copies to transcribe the  Alexandrea Penn, Intern for the 

Michigan History Center, 2016. 

http://iis.slis.wayne.edu/saa/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Societyofamericanarchivistswsu
https://connect.slis.wayne.edu/saa
http://iis.slis.wayne.edu/saa/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Societyofamericanarchivistswsu
https://connect.slis.wayne.edu/saa
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lighthouse logs from 1905 to 1930. The original logs are at the National Archives, since they are 
Federal records.


Working through twenty-five years of Mr. Davis’ life, I was able to get an idea of just who this man 
was.  Mr. Davis started working at the lighthouse in 1885. During the 1880s he had two children 
whom he and his wife Maze raised in the lighthouse keeper’s dwelling. Copper Harbor, on the 
Keweenaw Peninsula, is often denoted as the end of the world and within the lighthouse logs I can 
see why. Mr. Davis discusses the procession of the snow roller coming down to not move the snow, 
but crush it flat so that the roads and paths are accessible by horse and sleigh. The logs contain his 
commentary on the letters he received from the lighthouse inspector, state officials, inquiries relating 
to Fort Wilkins, of which Mr. Davis served as caretaker, and correspondence from his son and 
daughter.


His two children feature prominently throughout the logs as Mr. Davis continuously comments on 
what his children are up to. He describes the future spouses of his two children and when his 
grandchildren arrive he includes his thoughts on them, too. One of the moments of sadness is found 
within the log entry describing the untimely death of his son, Charles.


His daughter, Laura, is also mentioned as he describes her work as a nurse, the news her frequent 
letters contain, the descriptions of her lengthy and annual visits, showing his love for her and her 
constant attention toward her parents.


One of Mr. Davis’ responsibilities as keeper of the light was to keep track of various shipwrecks that 
occurred near the point. Almost once a year a shipwreck is mentioned. Mr. Davis frequently assists in 
getting the sailors to Calumet where they can take a train home. Additionally, he goes to the 
shipwreck site once or twice a day to make sure no thievery is occurring. 


Charles T. Davis was an efficient lighthouse keeper consistently receiving high marks on his reviews. 
Working with his lighthouse logs had me spending a lot of time researching different terms, items, 
and processes. It gave me a greater knowledge of what life was like at the turn of the last century, 
and yet how that life is similar to life at the turn of the present century. Many of these characteristics 
and features still ring true today. We still worry about our families, mourn our lost loved ones, work 
hard, and continue working. It’s been over one hundred and thirty years since Mr. Davis started 
working at the lighthouse and yet his impact remains – affecting those who visit Copper Harbor and, 
especially, a college student transcribing his lighthouse logs.    

Lighthouse logs written by Charles T. Davis.  During the summers of 2015 and 2016, Alexandrea Penn, Intern, 
transcribed two of the logs from paper copies for the Michigan Iron Industry Museum in Negaunee, part of the 
Michigan History Center.  The museum operates Fayette State Park and Fort Wilkins where the Copper Harbor 
Range Light is located.  The original lighthouse logs are at the National Archives.
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By Mike Dutkewych, MLIS Candidate, School of Library & Information Science, Wayne State 
University 

This past March, I participated in the School of Library and Information Science’s annual Alternative 
Spring Break program, which pairs LIS students with national institutions for week-long mini-
internships. I was fortunate enough to be placed at the Smithsonian Archives Center in Washington, 
D.C., where I contributed to its recently launched project, “Organize It and Link It: Sharing Digital 
Content Using Archivists’ Toolkit.”


The Smithsonian Archives Center, located in the National Museum of American History, is home to 
more than 1,300 collections in a variety of physical and digital media formats. The Organize It & Link 
It project I participated in was initiated to create a bridge between the Archives Center’s existing 
cache of digital assets and the institution’s online finding aids, which are publicly accessible through 
its website. To do this, the project utilized a number of software applications to create digital folder 
hierarchies that mirror the physical collections’ arrangements, and then disseminate the digital 

Alternative Spring Break at the Smithsonian 
Archives Center  

surrogates (which are predominantly scans of 
papers and photographs) through slideshows 
connected to the online finding aids.


During my time as a SLIS student, I’ve been very 
interested in the growing impact of technology 
on the archival field, and my week at the 
Smithsonian Archives Center provided me with a 
window into the opportunities and challenges 
that repositories are encountering when 
leveraging technology to achieve institutional 
goals. I gained hands-on experience with a 
number of software platforms, such as 
Archivists’ Toolkit 2.0.0 and the SirsiDynix 
Horizon 7.5.3 collection manager, as well as the 
Smithsonian’s DAM system, OpenText Media 
Management. Using those technologies, I 
worked with more than 20 different collections, 
creating hierarchies for and linking to over 5,000 
digital objects.


The staff at the Smithsonian Archives Center 
was exceptionally generous with its time and 
guidance during my week there. Particularly 
hospitable were my two supervisors on the 
project, Alison Oswald and Kay Peterson. 
Though most of my days were spent working at 
a computer, Alison and Kay frequently 
coordinated additional activities and personal 
“behind-the-scenes” tours of the museum to 
supplement my experience.


When I decided to pursue my MLIS, I really 

Mike Dutkewych, Intern at the Smithsonian Archives 
Center, 2016.
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didn’t think I’d someday find myself doing archival work for a prestigious institution like the 
Smithsonian, and certainly not while still a student—but that’s exactly what I got to do this spring 
break. Beyond providing valuable work experience and a flashy new line on my resume, my week at 
the Archives Center also gave me a fresh perspective on my own competencies as an archivist. I’m 
proud to say that I exceeded the expectations of my supervisors and delivered quantity and quality 
to the Organize It & Link It project. As I look forward to graduation later this year, I do so knowing 
that I’ve developed a skillset that will allow me to not only be a competitive candidate for 
employment, but also one who can contribute quickly and in a meaningful way wherever I may land.


Thank you to the Wayne State University School of Library and Information Science for sponsoring 
my trip to Washington, D.C., and to my hosts at the Smithsonian Archives Center for an incredible 
experience.  

From MTU Archives website, http://blogs.mtu.edu/archives/
2016/09/10/michigan-tech-archives-wins-state-history-award-for-
black-voices-in-the-copper-country/ :

The Historical Society of Michigan has named the Michigan 
Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical 
Collections winner of its 2016 Special Programs/Events Award, for its 
“Black Voices in the Copper Country” project. “Black Voices” was 
recognized for its “dynamic series of programming, exhibits and 
social media campaigns relating to African American social history in 
the Copper Country.” The award was presented at the historical 
society’s annual State History Conference in Alpena, Michigan, Sept. 
23-25, 2016. The project team consisted of University Archivist, 
Lindsay Hiltunen, Project Researcher, Martin Hobmeier, and Graphic 
Designer, Mike Stockwell of Cranking Graphics.  

Historical Society of Michigan 2016 State 
History Awards 
The Historical Society of Michigan announced the winners of its 2016 State History Awards, which 
were presented during its annual State History Conference in Alpena, Michigan, Sept. 23-25, 2016. 
The Society presents the State History Awards every year to individuals and organizations that have 
made outstanding contributions to the appreciation, collection, preservation and/or promotion of state 
and local history. The awards are the highest recognition presented by the Historical Society of 
Michigan, the state’s official historical society and oldest cultural organization.

University Archivist Lindsay 
Hiltunen presenting the “Black 
Voices” project at the National 
Council on Public History Annual 
Conference in Baltimore, Maryland, 
March 2016.

Among the 16 Awards, the following relate to repositories or Michigan Archival Association 
members. For the complete list, see the HSM website. 


• Communications: Websites—University of Michigan Heritage Project, www.heritage.umich.edu 


• Institutions—Alpena County George N. Fletcher Public Library Special Collections Department


• Best Article in Michigan History magazine—“The KKK in 1920s Michigan” by Frank J. Boles


• Special Programs/Events—Lindsay Hiltunen, Martin Hobmeier and Mike Stockwell for the “Black 
Voices in the Copper Country” Series

http://blogs.mtu.edu/archives/2016/09/10/michigan-tech-archives-wins-state-history-award-for-black-voices-in-the-copper-country/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/awards/state-history-awards/2016-state-history-awards/
http://www.heritage.umich.edu
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/awards/state-history-awards/2016-state-history-awards/
http://www.heritage.umich.edu
http://blogs.mtu.edu/archives/2016/09/10/michigan-tech-archives-wins-state-history-award-for-black-voices-in-the-copper-country/
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Building banner of Frank O'Connor 
displayed in downtown Chelsea, 

2016 (photograph by Erma 
O'Connor). 

Honoring Those Who Served: WWI 
Centennial  
By Sarah Conrad, Graduate Student, School of Library and 
Information Science, Wayne State University 

Growing up in a small town, one of my favorite things to do was 
ride my bike to the public library. Whether it was to find a new 
book or volunteer with the Youth Department, the Chelsea 
District Library was one of my favorite places to visit. Fast-
forward ten years and the Chelsea Library has hired me as an 
intern and the librarians I once went to for book suggestions are 
now my co-workers and mentors. 


My time as an intern at the Chelsea Library has been a rewarding 
experience. Not only have I learned a great deal about working in 
a public library, but I also had the chance to work alongside 
other librarians on an archiving project that became one of the 
highlights of my internship. The project, WWI Centennial: Strong 
Foundations, New Possibilities, was created to honor the 
centennial of the United States entering World War I by collecting 
photographs, stories, and documents from local families about 
their relatives who served during the war. The Great War may 
have occurred over a hundred years ago, but the stories of the 
men who fought should never be forgotten, and this was the 
mission the library had in mind when creating this project. 


A partnership between the library and the Chelsea River Gallery, 
the project consists of a digital and a physical display of the 
artifacts collected. All the photos, stories, and documents 
donated from local families have been archived in the library’s 
local history website, storiesofchelsea.org, where their stories 
can be retold over and over again for anyone interested. Of the 
photos collected, twenty-four were chosen to appear on large 
building banners and lamppost banners throughout downtown 
Chelsea as a way to more prominently honor the men and 
women who lived through the First World War. An artifacts 
display was created in the library as well, including helmets, gas 
masks, sabers, purple hearts and more. All of the artifacts came 
from people who lived in Chelsea during the war or whose family 
lives in Chelsea today. 


As the intern for this momentous project, I had many 
responsibilities. It was my job to locate families in Chelsea who 
might have artifacts from World War I and were willing to lend 
them to the library. Having grown up in Chelsea, this part of the 
project involved talking with families I have known for years. It 
was a truly gratifying experience to sit with friends and hear the 
stories of their grandparents or great-grandparents. It brought 
the already amazing stories to life and I felt like I knew each of 
the men in the photos personally.  

Sarah Conrad, Intern at the 
Chelsea District Library, 2016.

http://storiesofchelsea.org
http://storiesofchelsea.org
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Right: Gas mask and field 
binoculars on display at the 
Chelsea District Library 
(photographs by Burrill Strong). 
Lower left: Benjamin Belesky, 
Battery A 330th Field Artillery 
(photograph provided by 
Danielle Engel).  Lower right: 
Members of the Chelsea, 
Michigan, American Red Cross 
Chapter during WWI (courtesy of 
the Chelsea District Library).  
See page 47 for additional 
photos from the World War I 
Centennial project. 

Once the collection of photos and documents began to grow, it was my job to scan and add them to 
the library’s local history collection. As a library science student specializing in archiving, this hands-
on experience was invaluable. I put into practice everything that I was learning about appraisal, 
preservation, and access. And I enjoyed every minute of it.


The final tasks I had as the intern for the WWI Centennial project were to create the artifact displays 
in the library and to lead tours of the banners on display in town. Creating the artifact displays was 
both about making sure they looked appealing to patrons, and also making sure each artifact was 
correctly described. This involved extensive research on my part, but the more I learned about the 
artifacts the more excited I became and the more honored I was to be a part of presenting this 
history to the public. Because I worked so closely with the families donating their photos and stories, 
I was well prepared to lead a tour of the banners and train other docents to do the same. 


The WWI Centennial project is now in full swing and will run through the middle of November. Every 
day I see people walking into the library to look at the artifacts we have on display or to grab a 
brochure with information about the banners and I am overjoyed to see so many people interested in 
the work we have done. It serves as a great reminder of how important stories from the past can be 
and how valuable it is to have archivists and librarians out there ready to make sure these stories do 
not get forgotten.  
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By Jeremy Evans, Graduate Student, School of Information, 
University of Michigan 

The Bentley Historical Library at the University of Michigan holds a 
large number of sound recordings of great interest to students, 
scholars, and the general public. The Bentley’s holdings include 
treasures like landmark addresses from John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon B. Johnson, storied speeches from Malcolm X and Robert 
F. Williams, World War II news reports, Sixties teach-ins, and the 
songs and stories of Michigan’s Native Americans and 
lumberjacks. In recent years, thousands of these recordings have 
been digitized for preservation. However, these recordings almost 
always have murky copyright statuses. Difficulties abound in 
retroactively identifying the numerous rights holders in each tape, 
phonograph, or Dictabelt.  Due to infringement concerns, nearly all 
of these digitized recordings are only accessible from computers in 
the reading room.


This approach contrasts sharply with the practices and 
expectations of today’s students and researchers, who increasingly 
demand remote access to digitized materials. It is also out of step 
with many of the best practice codes for fair use developed by 
leading organizations like the Association of Research Libraries and the National Recording 
Preservation Board. Many of the Bentley’s sound recordings have strong fair use defenses and do 
not need to be so heavily restricted from wider audiences. This summer, with the support of Melissa 
Hernández-Durán and Michael Shallcross in the Bentley Curation Division, I developed a rights 
review process to increase access to these recordings.


Table 1: The three proposed levels of access.

Sound Unbound: Unlocking Recordings in 
the Bentley Historical Library  

Jeremy Evans, Intern at the 
Bentley Historical Library, 2016. 

Access 
Category

Definition Risk Criteria (Summary)

Open Recordings may be streamed by 
anyone, anywhere, at any time.

Low or no risk: Content is in the public domain, 
rights are held by the UM Regents, or 
permission has been granted by donor/creator.

UM only Recordings may be streamed 
from remote locations by 
University of Michigan students, 
faculty, and staff with a valid 
university user-id and password.

Medium risk: Content is (or may be) in 
copyright, but a review of fair use exemptions 
to copyright indicates that increased access is 
permissible.

Reading-room 
only

Recordings may only be 
streamed from computers in the 
Bentley’s IP address range.

High risk: Rights were not transferred to or held 
by the UM Regents and there is insufficient 
justification under fair use exemptions to 
copyright.
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Materials in the Bentley Digital Media Library currently fall into one of two access categories: open or 
reading-room only. We are working to add an intermediate access category, “UM only,” which would 
permit University of Michigan students, faculty, and staff with a valid username and password to 
stream content from remote locations. Access for sound recordings would thus fit into categories 
based upon the associated risk criteria (see above Table 1: The three proposed levels of access).


In July and August, I analyzed 1,600 sound recordings, seven percent of the total, to develop a 
clearer picture of the composition of the Library’s holdings. Recordings were sorted according to 
primary genre of the collection, one of the first factors to consider when determining how risky 
expanding access to a recorded sound collection is. Different general risk levels are inherent in 
different genres, and the specific questions a reviewer must ask when reviewing a collection vary 
according to genre.  In consultation with staff, I identified the following genres:


Table 2: The five primary genres identified in the digitized sound collections. 

After sorting each item into a primary genre, the overall composition of the Bentley’s sound 
collection began to emerge, along with an immediate sense of how much may be ready for increased 
access.


Primary Genre Examples Standard Risk Level Complicating Factors

Spoken word, 
excluding oral 
history


Public interviews, 
debates, talk shows, 
addresses, sermons, 
lectures, etc.

Low risk: Extemporaneous 
speech not copyrightable. 
Scripted speeches mostly 
have a civic/educational goal, 
no market.

Aired on a still-existing, 
for-profit station; 
Speeches of persons with 
literary estates

Oral history Never-published 
interviews requiring 
interviewee releases

Medium risk: Extemporaneous 
speech not copyrightable. 
Increased statutory and 
sensitivity risks regarding 
personally identifiable 
information and privacy 
concerns.


Missing transfer 
agreements from 
interviewers; Missing 
releases from 
interviewees; Culturally 
sensitive information

Music Live performances 
and pre-recorded 
music

High risk: Compositions 
assumed to be copyrighted 
and income-producing.

Risk reduced if material is 
clearly in public domain

Documentaries Scripted nonfiction 
programs

Medium risk: Productions, 
scripts assumed to be 
copyrighted, but often made 
by nonprofits for educational 
purposes only.

Produced by still-existing, 
for-profit station; use of 
third-party copyrighted 
content

Literary Prose, poetry, and 
drama

High risk: Compositions 
assumed to be copyrighted 
and income-producing.

Risk reduced if material is 
clearly in public domain
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Figure 1: Primary genres represented in the digitized sound collections.   

Overall, about 29% of the recordings appear to be high risk (25% containing protected music and 
4% containing protected literature). This means that at least 71% of the items will likely have a 
medium to strong fair use defense: expanded access will transform the purpose of use and will not 
disrupt a market for the recording (because the market does not exist). Some material, for which the 
Bentley or UM holds copyright and which contains no third party rights, will hold no risk at all. This is 
currently estimated to be between 10-15%. Thus, a willingness to accept some risk and rely on fair 
use defenses will expand access to as much as six times more material than can be opened up if no 
risk is tolerated.


After the genre analysis was completed, I researched the rights review policies and procedures at 
five institutions: University of California-Los Angeles, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 
Pacifica Radio Archives, Wellcome Library, and Duke University. With this information, I developed a 
survey form to streamline the workflow used to determine with whom rights subside and to flag 
collections of particularly high risk. This survey first asks the analyst to determine a primary genre of 
a collection or sub-group, and then provides a set of questions tailored to each genre. The Curation 
Division is currently exploring how this survey could be presented in a Google Form for greater ease 
of use.


Next, a fair use assessment tool was developed, based on the original tool created by Peter Hirtle at 
Cornell University. This assessment addresses the “four-factor test” for fair use, as outlined in 
Section 107 of U.S. copyright law. I applied the tool to those recordings that may be appropriate for 
widespread use by the University of Michigan community but are not in the public domain or for 
which rights were not transferred or held by the Regents of the University of Michigan. 


I used the information gathered in the survey (Tool 1) to complete the fair use assessment (Tool 2) 
and the risk evaluation rubric (Tool 3), which sorts the collection into three general risk categories 
that correspond to the three access levels. As my final step, to document due diligence I composed 
a narrative statement (Tool 4) with the argument for fair use. We are currently developing ways to 
store these documents in ArchivesSpace.


These four tools are still only drafts, but they hold great potential to streamline the rights review 
process by allowing staff to gather and record information, make responsible risk assessments, and 
efficiently record the reasoning behind those assessments. We hope our work will prove useful for 
other institutions working on similar projects.  

13%
4%

8%

25%

50%

Spoken word Music Oral history
Literary Documentary
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Clarke Historical Library 
Central Michigan University 
250 Preston Street, Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48859

(989) 774-3352	 Fax: (989) 774-2160

Email: clarke@cmich.edu 

Website: http://www.clarke.cmich.edu 

Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (open some Saturdays 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; 
check website for specific dates).  

Michigan Collections

Jen Bentley, intern at the Clarke 
Historical Library, processes the 
Michigan Supreme Court Justice 
Elizabeth Weaver papers, 2016.

Jen Bentley has begun her internship processing the Court of 
Appeals series from Michigan Supreme Court (MSC) Justice 
Elizabeth Weaver’s papers. The series is approximately 15 cubic 
feet and mostly includes opinions that are up for review, notes, 
newspaper clippings, and related materials. 


The entire collection totals 396 boxes and approximately the same 
amount of cubic feet. There are multiple series in the collection 
including: Administration, Campaigns (of Justice Weaver and other 
MSC justices), Case Notes, Committee on Juvenile Justice, 
Conferences, Correspondence, Court of Appeals, Court reform 
(includes judicial selection), Closed Materials, Denials, 
Disqualification of Judges, Events, Governor’s Task Force on 
Children’s Justice, Hall of Justice, Important Cases (cases with 
significant repercussions, media coverage, and important 
respondents), Justices George and Sullivan, Leelanau County (Glen 
Arbor, Probate Court, personal Justice Weaver), Macomb Probate 
Court, Media, Minutes, Miscellaneous, Opinions, Per Curia, Reform 
Michigan Government Now, Speeches, Stationery, Task Force on 
Child Abuse and Neglect, Trial Court Assessment Commission, 
U.S. Constitution, and 6th Circuit Court.


Major types of materials and formats found in the collection include 
court opinions and records, notes and memos, correspondence, 
meeting minutes, agendas, and attachments, sticky notes, phone 
messages, newspaper clippings, video recordings, cassette 
recordings, CDs, bumper stickers, trinkets, and a hardhat. Justice 
Weaver observed, “Oh, the archivists…will have a job ahead of 
them…Scholars may find a veritable trove.” (Weaver, Elizabeth A., 
Judicial Deceit: Tyranny and Unnecessary Secrecy at the Michigan 
Supreme Court, 2013, p. 18.)

After completing processing and rehousing, Jen will create the box and folder listing and scope and 
content notes. Towards the end of processing, Jen and I will review and adapt the processing plans 
for other students to use in the future while processing the remaining series. The collection will be 
processed by numerous students over multiple years. There is a lot of duplication in some series, 
which will be removed during processing.  Justice Weaver wanted her collection available to the 
public in order to document what she believed was a bellicose court turned against her, how she 
arrived at her opinions, her career in other Michigan courts, as well as her connections to Leelanau  

mailto:clarke@cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
mailto:clarke@cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
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County. It is a very significant collection in that there is no complete collection of a Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice in another Michigan archives.


Justice Elizabeth Weaver died in April 2015 at age 74. She was twice elected to the Michigan 
Supreme Court. She served for nearly sixteen years, including two as Chief Justice. Prior to her 
service on the MSC she was a lawyer, teacher, and judge in Traverse City. Weaver served on the 
state appeals court beginning in 1986. In 2010 she campaigned against Justice Robert Young, Jr. 
and accused him of using racial epithets while discussing a prior case. He said he had been quoting 
another judge. She had secretly recorded their deliberations during phone conversations, for which 
she was later censured by the court. He was elected and she resigned when he later became Chief 
Justice. 


Weaver was a moderate Republican who voted conservatively on criminal cases and more liberally in 
civil matters. She sought to reform aspects of service on Michigan courts to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness, ideas that were not welcomed by everyone. Eventually there was a very strong internal 
effort in the MSC to force both Weaver and her staff out. After her death Gov. Rick Snyder 
acknowledged her “tough but compassionate” work with troubled teens while Attorney General Bill 
Schuette noted, “Betty was one of those who opened the door wide for women to engage in the 
legal profession. Certainly, she was known to speak her mind.” She co-wrote a book with David B. 
Schock about her MSC experiences entitled, Judicial Deceit: Tyranny and Unnecessary Secrecy at 
the Michigan Supreme Court (2013). (The above biographical information is from the collection, her 
book, and assorted obituaries.)


Submitted by Marian Matyn, Archivist, Clarke Historical Library, Central Michigan University  

Detroit Public Library 
Burton Historical Collection 
5201 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48202

(313) 481-1401

Email: bhc@detroitpubliclibrary.org

Website: http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/featuredcollection/burton-historical-collection

	    and digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org

Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.; 

	 Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.


Two new collections have been made available to researchers at the Burton Historical Collection.  
Established in 1933, the mission of the Detroit Housing Commission (DHC) is to provide safe, 
decent, and affordable housing for low and moderate income individuals and families. The DHC is 
the largest owner of rental housing in the City of Detroit, providing approximately 4,000 housing 
units.  The DHC Records include correspondence, appraisals, structure and lot evaluations, memos, 
photographs, reports, and neighborhood planning and rehabilitation project records. There are 56 
boxes of material that range in date from 1908-1980.


The Indian Village Neighborhood Association Records include business papers, photographs, and 
personal papers collected from Indian Village residents and business activities of the Indian Village 
Association Board of Directors, Men’s Garden Club, Women’s Garden Club, and various groups 
associated with activities within and around Detroit’s Historic Indian Village.  Photographs of houses 
comprise a large segment of the collection, as well as meeting minutes from both the Association 
Board and the Women’s Garden Club.  Personal papers from former residents or their relatives 
comprise a significant portion of the content as well.  They include letters, photographs, works of 
history, poetry, a scrapbook, and a ship’s log.  There are 25 boxes of material that range in date from 
the late 1800s to early 2000s (bulk 1950–2000.)


Submitted by Mark Bowden, Coordinator Special Collections, Burton Historical Collection, Detroit 
Public Library  

mailto:bhc@detroitpubliclibrary.org
http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/featuredcollection/burton-historical-collection
http://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org
mailto:bhc@detroitpubliclibrary.org
http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/featuredcollection/burton-historical-collection
http://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org
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Michigan State University  
University Archives & Historical Collections 
Conrad Hall, 888 Wilson Road, Room 101

East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1237

(517) 355-2330	 Fax: (517) 353-9319

Email: archives@msu.edu

Website: archives.msu.edu

Blog: msuarchives.wordpress.com

Twitter feed: twitter.com/msuarchives/

Flickr feed: flickr.com/photos/msuarchives/

Digital exhibit: onthebanks.msu.edu

Facebook: facebook.com/MSUarchives

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; 

	 closed Wednesdays


Outreach 
The MSU Archives celebrated American Archives month with a variety of outreach activities.  These 
included a collaboration with Lansing’s public library system (Capital Area District) to present 
system-wide programs about MSU history, the Civil War, and genealogy research. The Archives also 
hosted two special events.  The first, a 50th anniversary celebration of the famous MSU vs. Notre 
Dame 1966 “Game of the Century,” featured a discussion of the game by 1966 MSU Spartan football 
players. Tom Shanahan, author of Raye of Light, spoke about the historical importance of that game 
and archival materials from our collections were on display. The second event, on October 26, was a 
book release and lecture by Kevin P. Keefe for his new publication, Twelve Twenty-Five.  This book 
chronicles the history of the Pere Marquette 1225 train, which once resided at MSU and later 
became the inspiration for the book and movie The Polar Express. 


Collections 
Over the last several years the MSU Fine Arts Library has been transferring its music faculty 
collections to the Archives. The process was completed this summer, with approximately 100 cu. ft. 
of total material transferred. The work on the Michigan State University Presidents’ Collections 
continues; another 50 cu. ft. was processed this year, and all presidents now have a presence within 
the Archives.


The Iwao Ishino Papers will soon be open for research.  Ishino, a Japanese American, was interned 
during WWII in Arizona.  While interned he was recruited to do sociological surveys on his fellow 
internees.  Later, he worked for the U.S. Public Opinion and Sociological Research Division as an 
analyst in Japan studying the post war era and did public opinion surveys in Okinawa regarding their 
thoughts on independence from Japan. Later Ishino became a professor at MSU teaching sociology 
and educating people about the Japanese American internment.


An LGBTQ research guide for archival collections was created and was used by classes and faculty 
researching Queer Local History this past year. (See http://archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/
LGBTQresources.pdf) Several of the Archives’ existing collections guides have been linked to 
WorldCat and the MSU Library’s Catalog for ease of discovery. These include the guides for holdings 
related to LGBTQ, Civil War, and World Wars I and II. 


The Women’s Resource Center at Michigan State University was recently reorganized and portions 
closed amongst much protest and controversy. In the wake of that development, the Women’s 
Resource Center transferred some of their historical material to the University Archives, including a 
video library.  This material is now processed and open to researchers.  

mailto:archives@msu.edu
http://archives.msu.edu
http://msuarchives.wordpress.com
http://twitter.com/msuarchives/
http://flickr.com/photos/msuarchives/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu
http://facebook.com/MSUarchives
http://archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/LGBTQresources.pdf
mailto:archives@msu.edu
http://archives.msu.edu
http://msuarchives.wordpress.com
http://twitter.com/msuarchives/
http://flickr.com/photos/msuarchives/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu
http://facebook.com/MSUarchives
http://archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/LGBTQresources.pdf
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MSU Archives is making progress in managing its audiovisual collections. This year we obtained 
several pieces of professional video equipment to facilitate archival-level video and audio digitization.  
The Archives has also been working toward creating a complete inventory and condition report for its 
A/V holdings.  So far, 1400 films, 514 video, and 46 audio resources have been cataloged.  Fifty-one 
films and videos have been digitized, some of which can be found at http://onthebanks.msu.edu/
Browse/Format/Video/. 


Staff Update 
Portia Vescio, previously Assistant Director of MSU Archives, accepted a new position as University 
Archivist at the University of New Mexico – Albuquerque at the Center for Southwest Research and 
Special Collections.


Andrew Texel successfully completed his museum studies internship over the summer.  As part of his 
internship he processed several collections and created an online exhibit about anti-Vietnam War 
sentiments at MSU (http://onthebanks.msu.edu/Exhibit/1-6-26/antivietnam-war-sentiments/).  He 
also created a physical version for the reading room.


Two MSU archivists continue to organize workshops to help bring professional development 
opportunities to their peers in Michigan. Ed Busch helped plan the Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners 
workshop held on the MSU campus October 13-14, and Whitney Miller co-organized the 
Conservation and Collections Care Camp V meeting, which was held at Spring Arbor University on 
November 2.  (For more information about both events, see page 15 and page 17).


Submitted by Whitney Miller, Archivist, University Archives & Historical Collections, Michigan State 
University

Above: Iwao Ishino, a Japanese American, was interned during 
WWII in Arizona. Later he became a professor at MSU teaching 
sociology and educating people about the Japanese American 
internment.        
Right top: Kevin P. Keefe’s new book, Twelve Twenty-Five, 
chronicles the history of the Pere Marquette 1225 train, which 
once resided at MSU.       
Right bottom: Examples of guides available on the MSU 
Archives website for holdings related to LGBTQ, The Civil War, 
and World Wars I and II.  

http://archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu/Browse/Format/Video/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu/Exhibit/1-6-26/antivietnam-war-sentiments/
http://archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu/Browse/Format/Video/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu/Exhibit/1-6-26/antivietnam-war-sentiments/
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The Henry Ford 
Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn, Michigan 48124-5029

(313) 982-602		 Fax: (313) 982-6244

Email: research.center@TheHenryFord.org

Website: TheHenryFord.org/research/index.aspx

Reading Room Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.


Updated Digital Collections Website 
In February 2016 The Henry Ford launched a new Digital Collections website that features improved 
search and results filtering, zoom-able image display, e-commerce functionality for purchase of high-
resolution images, and search and display of archival collection records along with a number of other 
revisions. Please check out the new site at https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/
digital-collections.  


New Online Library Catalog 
July 2016 saw the launch of our new library information system and online catalog, Primo. This new 
discovery service searches not only books, journals, audiovisual, and archival collections, but also 
full text online resources to which we have access. You can find our catalog at http://
www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/. 


Summer and Fall Interns 
The Research Center was pleased to host several interns this summer and fall. Many thanks to all 
our interns for their help in furthering access to our archival materials.


Sarah McLuskey, a graduate of both the University of Michigan School of Information and the 
University’s Museum Studies Program, organized and described the Bill Stumpf Papers. Stumpf is 
best known for his work in designing the Aeron office chair for Herman Miller, and the collection 
consists of both personal and office files that include sketches, drawings, photographs, writings, 
project records, and some small 3D artifacts.


Heather Perrone, a student in the Wayne State University Master of Library and Information Science 
program, analyzed and structured a large (15 TB) collection of digital audiovisual files.


Meredith Pollock completed a three-month research project examining the many philanthropic 
interests of Edsel Ford. Meredith is a master’s student in museum studies at Marist College-Istituto 
Lorenzo de’ Medici in collaboration with the Strozzi Foundation and the University of Florence.


Jillian Neill, a student at the University of Michigan, researched the evolution of the Ford Motor 
Company assembly line. She based her work on a collection of glass plate photographs of Ford’s 
Highland Park Plant, along with other documentation related to the production of Ford Motor 
Company automobiles. The photographs can be viewed on our website. 


Our Fall 2016 intern, Stephanie Diakonis, is inventorying, arranging and describing a set of glass 
plate negatives discovered in one of our museum storage locations and thought to be part of the 
Jenny Young Chandler Collection. Stephanie is a Wayne State University Master of Library and 
Information Science student.


Recently Published Finding Aids 
Automobile Plant Construction Photographs, 1918, 1940-1941. The Automobile Plant Construction 
Photographs consist of 136 black-and-white photographic prints of images taken during 
construction of the Ford Motor Company Rouge River Plant located in Dearborn, Michigan, and of a   

mailto:research.center@thehenryford.org
http://thehenryford.org/research/index.aspx
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/search-results#advancedSearch=1&tab=artifact-results&s.0.in=collectionTitle&s.0.for=Ford+Motor+Company+Glass+Plate+Negatives
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/archival-collections/151621
mailto:research.center@thehenryford.org
http://thehenryford.org/research/index.aspx
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/search-results#advancedSearch=1&tab=artifact-results&s.0.in=collectionTitle&s.0.for=Ford+Motor+Company+Glass+Plate+Negatives
https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/archival-collections/151621


FALL 2016 OPEN ENTRY VOLUME 44 NUMBER 2 

!39

Chevrolet Service Parts Division building located in Saginaw, Michigan.


Connie Blomen Vice Presidential Campaign Collection, 1976-1977. Connie Blomen ran for Vice 
President of the United States in 1976 on the Socialist Labor Party ticket. The collection consists of a 
handmade campaign button, correspondence and campaign literature.


Fruehauf Trailer Company Records, 1931-1969. The Fruehauf Trailer Company was founded in 1918 
by August Fruehauf. The records contain annual reports, product literature, product manuals, and 
photographs spanning from the early 1930s into the 1960s.


The Benson Ford Research Center online finding aid collection is available at: http://
www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/guides.html


New Collections 
Eleanor Arnold O’Dell Papers, 1913-1978, Accession 2016.35. For over twenty years, Eleanor O’Dell 
(1906-1984) worked as a secretary for the George Matthew Adams Service, which provided 
syndicated newspaper columns from writers such as Edgar Guest and George Adams himself. 
Adams was born in a home now located in Greenfield Village. The 0.4 cu. ft. collection consists 
primarily of correspondence between O’Dell and Adams, but also includes photographs, clippings 
and several inscribed books.


Willow Run Administrative and Planning Manual, 1943-1944, Accession 2016.90. Housed in a single 
3-inch binder, this manual consists of administrative reports and planning material related to the 
Willow Run Bomber Plant including employment figures with breakdowns by gender, race and 
geographic location.


Submitted by Brian Wilson, Digital Access and Preservation Archivist, Benson Ford Research Center, 
The Henry Ford  

Hidden Collection Exposed: 
Brewster Carriage Design Collection. Apparently acquired 
by The Henry Ford (then Edison Institute) in the early 1930s, the 
Brewster Carriage Design Collection consists primarily of a number 
of sketch books dating from the mid-1800s to the early 1900s. The 
books feature finely detailed drawings of carriages of various types 
as well as sleighs, often accompanied by written detail of features 
and costs. This 2 cu. ft. collection is at the moment uncataloged 
and lacking in description. For additional information please 
contact the Benson Ford Research Center via email. 

http://research.center@thehenryford.org
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/guides.html
http://research.center@thehenryford.org
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/guides.html
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Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48202

(313) 577-4024

Email: reutherreference@wayne.edu

Website: reuther.wayne.edu

Facebook: facebook.com/reutherlib

Twitter: @ReutherLibrary

HistoryPin: historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#

Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.


Collection News 
Miniature reproductions from the Walter P. Reuther Library's collections are featured in the story and 
accessories of a new American Girls doll. Melody’s story tells that of a 9-year-old African American 
girl growing up in modern civil rights era Detroit. The doll's project team discovered the items – a 
poster and bumper sticker from Martin Luther King Jr.'s 1963 Walk to Freedom in Detroit – in a 
Reuther Library blog post about the historic event and decided to incorporate the items into the 
fictional Melody's story (http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/7858).


This spring, the Reuther Library displayed an installation of Edward Stanton (1914-2006) 
photographs. Inspired by documentary photographers such as Walker Evans and Dorothea Lange, 
Detroit-born Stanton created a rich body of work that is a mixture of both portraiture and street 
photography. His collection was generously donated to the Reuther in November 2015 by his 
nephew, Professor Tom Stanton. The Stanton photos feature portraits of local children, both posed 
and at play, offering a rare glimpse into what it was like growing up in two of Detroit’s earliest Black 
neighborhoods – Black Bottom and Paradise Valley – before they were lost to urban renewal projects 
in the 1960s. The identities of the children in the images are unknown, yet clues may be found in 
local family photo albums – Stanton provided prints of the photos to the family members of the 
children as a measure of gratitude. The Reuther is seeking community help to identify as many of 
these children as possible, and have identified at least two thus far thanks to coverage of the story in 
the media. If, upon looking at the images, you should recognize any of the subjects, we ask that you 
please contact us at reutherav@wayne.edu or 313-577-1663 (http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13225).


Among the newly opened collections at the Reuther are the papers of Mary Ellen Riordan, president 
of the Detroit Federation of Teachers from 1960-1981. The Riordan Papers contain DFT records 
documenting the union's first collective bargaining contract, desegregation in Detroit schools, and a 
U.S. Supreme Court Case on agency fees.  

Three boys, identities unknown, pose in front of a 
five and dime store. Part of a series of photographs 
taken by Edward Stanton of children in Detroit’s 
Black Bottom neighborhood.  If, upon looking at 
the images, you should recognize any of the 
subjects, we ask that you please contact us at 
reutherav@wayne.edu or 313-577-1663.

http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1983
mailto:reutherav@wayne.edu
mailto:reutherreference@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu
http://facebook.com/reutherlib
http://historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/7858
http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1983
mailto:reutherav@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13225
mailto:reutherreference@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu
http://facebook.com/reutherlib
http://historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/7858
http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1983
mailto:reutherav@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13225
http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1983
mailto:reutherav@wayne.edu
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Events and Projects 
This fall the Reuther displayed in its atrium images depicting Labor's support for elections and 
political candidates. The subject was timed to coincide with the both the 2016 U.S. presidential 
elections and the North American Labor History Conference, held on Wayne State's campus mid-
October. NALHC attendees had the opportunity to view the images during the conference's 
reception on October 21, as well as the unveiling of the Reuther's newly acquired and restored 9-foot  
by 20-foot mural painted by WPA-era artist Walter Speck. (See pages 8-10 for further information 
about the mural.)


The Reuther Library’s National Film Preservation Foundation grant to restore, preserve, and digitize 
two newly discovered historic Wayne State University films is complete. The films, from 1925 and 
1932, were cleaned, restored, and migrated to high definition digital files. Featured prominently in the 
films are the university's “class games” that took place every fall, pitting the classes against each 
other in physical contests like pushball or tug-o-war. The films also show student activities, dances, 
and athletic events. The completion of the grant coincides nicely with the University’s 
sesquicentennial celebrations in 2018 and with Wayne State’s athletic department’s centennial 
celebration in 2017. In a separate project, the Reuther has digitized never-before-seen footage 
following Detroit's 1967 civil unrest that shows military vehicles patrolling neighborhoods, residents 
walking past burned-out buildings, and sidewalks filled with debris. View the films on the Reuther 
Library's new YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnvFX0YjTj8hfQpMwZNo_Hw.


This past summer, the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit displayed the exhibit 25 Years, 25 
Treasures at the Reuther Library. The exhibit showcased twenty-five favorite objects, documents, 
and photographs from the Leonard N. Simons Jewish Community Archives, established in 1991 to 
document the rich and varied history of Detroit's Jewish community. Additionally, the Jewish 
Federation hosted docent-led exhibit and archives tours for community groups and classes. With 
over 2 million documents, 25,000 photographs and 100 oral history interviews housed at both the 
Reuther Library and the Max M. Fisher Jewish Federation Building, the JCA ensures current and 
future generations will have the resources to examine and study the past while celebrating this area's 
remarkable Jewish heritage. Further information about the exhibit and the Jewish Community 
Archives can be found at http://jewishdetroit.org/programs/archives/archives-home/. Information 
about JCA collections housed at the Reuther Library can be found at http://reuther.wayne.edu/
taxonomy/term/34.


Staff News 
The Reuther is happy to announce Brandon Carter as its new Facilities Coordinator. A familiar face in 
the Wayne State University Library System for several years, Carter spent a year as the Reuther's 
temporary administrative assistant until moving into this permanent position. In addition to 
coordinating building operations and managing building issues, Carter also manages the Reuther’s 
student pages. Stefanie Caloia accepted a position as the Reuther’s AFSCME archivist, after 
completing an 18-month project processing backlogged American Federation of Teachers records. A 
Wayne State SLIS graduate, Caloia brings many years of archival experience to the position, 
including processing records for the National Parks Service in Michigan's Upper Peninsula and New 
Mexico's Carlsbad Caverns.


Submitted by Troy Eller English, Society of Women Engineers Archivist, Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnvFX0YjTj8hfQpMwZNo_Hw
http://jewishdetroit.org/programs/archives/archives-home/
http://reuther.wayne.edu/taxonomy/term/34
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnvFX0YjTj8hfQpMwZNo_Hw
http://jewishdetroit.org/programs/archives/archives-home/
http://reuther.wayne.edu/taxonomy/term/34
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Heidi Butler, 2016 

Six Questions for Heidi Butler, 
Member-at-Large 
Q: Where do you work and how long have you been there? 

A: I’m the Local History Librarian for the Capital Area District 
Libraries. Local History is under the umbrella of the Outreach 
department, so though I am based in Lansing I serve a 13-
branch system throughout Ingham County. I have worked at 
CADL for two and a half years.


Q: What sorts of duties do you perform at your job? 

A: Classic Lone Arranger stuff: all the typical functions of a 
special collections, from accessioning to conservation to 
reference, and everything in between. I spend time doing 
outreach on organizing and preserving their records with city 
government departments, area non-profits, and other groups, in 
addition to dealing with the big backlog we have at CADL. I have 
always worked as a lone arranger in conventional archives 
settings during my career, but this job adds a few curveballs 
such as staffing general library information tables at farmers’ 
markets, helping with business and tech outreach, and even 
spending days out in the county on the new Mobile Library.


Q: Where did you grow up and where did you go to school? 

A: I was born in River Forest, Illinois, but I grew up in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. I went to Western Michigan University for degrees in 
English and Public History, and then I taught English in Japan for 
a couple of years. I got my MSLS from the University of North 
Carolina – Chapel Hill in 2000. Since then I’ve held jobs in 
Kansas, Chicago, Kalamazoo, and Dubai (United Arab Emirates). 
I have a 10-year-old daughter and now I’m trying to stay put and 
keep her in one school district for a while.


Q: Why were you interested in serving on the MAA Board? 

A: I was asked by my kind colleagues at the MSU Archives, and   

New Board Member Interviews  

With Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, Cynthia Read Miller, and Troy 
Eller English, Open Entry Editors 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com 


Editors’ note: In 2016 the MAA Board gained three new 
members: Annie Benefiel, Heidi Butler, and Lindsay Hiltunen.  As 
a way of introducing our Board members to MAA’s membership, 
we profile them in Open Entry.  We plan to hear from Annie 
Benefiel in our Spring 2017 issue.  

mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
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the timing was right for me to take on some new organizational 
responsibilities. In the past I was a member of both MAA and 
MAC when I actually lived in Michigan, and I always find the 
local/regional archival associations really worthwhile to join.


Q: What are your impressions of the Board so far? 

A: We’ve had a couple of meetings and it seems like a congenial 
and productive group.


Q: What would you like to see accomplished in the next year? 
A: I’m looking forward to seeing how things come together for 
Traverse City in 2017, and working on ways we can extend our 
reach within and beyond the archives community.  

Six Questions for Lindsay Hiltunen, 
Member-at-Large 
Q: Where do you work and how long have you been there? 

A: I’m currently the university archivist at the Michigan 
Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical 
Collections in Houghton, Michigan. I’ve been working as an 
archivist at Michigan Tech since May 2014 and was appointed to 
my current role in May 2016. I began my professional career as a 
librarian at the District of Columbia Public Library in Washington 
DC in 2008 and have worked at George Mason University 
Libraries and Western Illinois University’s Archives and Special 
Collections. 


Q: What sorts of duties do you perform at your job? 

A: I oversee the daily operations of the archives, including all 
aspects of our research support and reference services, archival 
instruction, donor relations, collection processing, outreach, and 
special projects. I also work on several library committees at the 
Van Pelt and Opie Library that address access, preservation and 
widespread discovery of print and digital collections, and library-
wide metadata initiatives. I’m currently involved with a major 
project to overhaul our digital archives and migrate all digital 
assets to a new platform. Grant writing is also one of my 
prominent job functions, and I’m happy to say we’ve had some 
success with sponsored projects from the Michigan Humanities 
Council, the Keweenaw National Historical Park Advisory 
Commission, and the American Library Association.


Q: Where did you grow up and where did you go to school? 

A: I grew up in Tamarack City, Michigan. It’s about fifteen 
minutes from Houghton, but so small that it isn’t even on most 
maps. I grew up in a mining house built in the late 1800s 
adjacent to the Quincy Mill site ruins. The ghosts of the past 
were all over my stomping grounds as a child. Growing up where 
I did deeply influenced my interest in history, memory, 
landscape, and preservation. I graduated from Michigan Tech  

Lindsay Hiltunen, 2016 
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(2003) with a social sciences degree, then moved to Washington, D.C., where I attended library 
school at the Catholic University of America (2009). I went on to complete a master’s in United 
States history, with a focus on labor and industrial history, at Western Illinois University (2014). I’m 
currently taking classes and preparing to enroll in the Rhetoric, Theory, and Culture PhD program at 
Michigan Tech. 


Q: Why were you interested in serving on the MAA Board? 

A: I was interested to join the MAA Board to build strong relationships with colleagues across the 
state, while at the same time having a positive impact on the profession. As a native of the Upper 
Peninsula, it is very important for me to make sure the needs and interests of UP information 
professionals are factored into MAA business, workshops and conferences. 


Q: What are your impressions of the Board so far? 

A: I’m very happy to be in the company of such kind and knowledgeable colleagues. The Board has 
been conducting business professionally and efficiently since I started in June. I look forward to 
getting to know everyone better over the years ahead, although I do intend to use virtual meetings 
during the winter months!


Q: What would you like to see accomplished in the next year? 
A: In addition to putting on a great annual meeting and providing opportunities to new professionals 
and students, I would also like to see enhanced outreach efforts. I became aware of MAA and its 
mission thanks to personal outreach from a previous board member. It would be great if we could 
continue to seek out and find meaningful ways to interact with archivists all over the state.  

SAVE THE DATE!

MAA Annual Meeting


in Traverse City

Thursday-Friday


June 15 - 16, 2017

Posted on our Michigan Archival Association website, 
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2016/08/03/maa-
saa/  on August 3, 2016:  “Our info table at SAA 2016! 
Filled with good stuff from MAA, Wayne State, Reuther 
Library, Detroit Sound Conservancy, Capital Area 
District Libraries, Michigan Oral History Association and 
more.  If you’re in Atlanta be sure to stop by and say Hi, 
leave a suggestion, and even grab a piece of candy for 
those late afternoon sessions!”  

MAA Goes To SAA!

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2016/08/03/maa-saa/
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2016/08/03/maa-saa/
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2016/08/03/maa-saa/
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2016/08/03/maa-saa/
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During 2016, the centennial commemoration of the First World War continues. Many repositories hold 
collections related to this conflict.  If you have information about your World War I-related collections, exhibits, 
or commemorations, please let us know by emailing OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com. 

World War I in Michigan Archives  

World War I Collections at the Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University  
While the Walter P. Reuther Library has few textual records relating to the First World War, many  
photographs in the Reuther’s collection document this war. Currently, two online image galleries 
highlight these photographic collections, both curated by Elizabeth Clemens, Audiovisual Archivist, 
Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University:


The Home Front, 1914-1919: http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1847

This gallery highlights wartime conditions during World War I in Southeast Michigan and the role of 
Michigan citizens in the Allied war effort. Images include: military mobilization and support, war 
bond drives, public safety readiness, community activities, international relief campaigns, and the 
industrial production of war materials.


The Western Front, 1917-1918: http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1848

This gallery illustrates the activities of medical and military personnel overseas during the First World 
War, primarily that of the doctors and nurses from Detroit’s Harper Hospital working out of Base 
Hospital #17 in Dijon, France. Included are: views of everyday life at the hospital, the treatment of 
casualties, the Spanish Influenza pandemic, and images of the 339th Infantry, known locally as the 
“Polar Bears.”  

World War I Collections at the Michigan State University 
Archives & Historical Collections 
A research guide for World War I archival collections in the MSU Archives was created in 2014 to aid 
interested researchers (archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/WorldWarI.pdf). Online versions of 
the finding aids for most of the collections listed can be accessed in this website pdf document.  It 
is also linked to WorldCat and the MSU Library’s Catalog for ease of discovery.  

Left: Belgium 
children refugees 
in Detroit, 1915. 
(Image ID 32101)      
Right: Afternoon 
tea at the Red 
Cross Recreation 
Hut in Base 
Hospital #17, 
Dijon, France, 
1917. (Image ID 
11131)  

http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1847
http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1848
http://OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1847
http://reuther.wayne.edu/image/tid/1848
http://archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/WorldWarI.pdf
http://OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
http://archives.msu.edu/collections/documents/WorldWarI.pdf
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World War I Collections at the 
Archives of Michigan 
Letters from the Front 
By Jessica Harden, Archivist, Archives of 
Michigan 

August 2014 marked the one hundredth 
anniversary of the start of World War I. A few years 
after the war began, a young man from Saginaw 
enlisted in the Army. William Edward (“Ted”) 
Bandemer served from 1917 until 1919 and was 
stationed in France starting in 1918. His letters 
home to his family can be read in the Archives of 
Michigan (William Bandemer Papers, MS 99-67). 
They document the day-to-day lives of soldiers as 
well as the challenges of being stationed far from 
home before communication was as fast and easy 
as it is today.


First Letter 
The first letter in the collection was written on 
October 20, 1917. In it, Bandemer tells his family 
that he has enlisted in the Army and plans to join a 
regiment of engineers. He tells his mother not to 
worry because engineers “are never in the trenches 
but are always in the rear as far as twenty or thirty 
miles.” He is excited to find out that he will earn 
$60 per month and have his expenses paid.


Life in France 
In January of 1918, Bandemer knows that he will 
be deploying to France and tells his family not to 
worry if they don’t hear from him “for some time.” 
His letters home from France never detail the 
specific jobs his regiment performs, because he 
knows that the letters will be censored before being 
sent back to the U.S. Bandemer talks quite a bit 
about the weather and how much he likes the food 
his unit is fed. (Meat, potatoes, and pancakes are 
mentioned often.) In a letter from July of 1918, he 
describes his dugout living quarters:


“The dugout was built by the French and they know 
how to build them safe and strong. And our bunks 
are fine. We have chicken wire stretched across 
two poles and on top of this, we have some straw 
in our bed sacks. It is a regular spring bed.”


Bandemer does express frustration with slow mail 
delivery. Letters could take anywhere from two to

Top: Portrait of William “Ted” Bandemer.  Middle: 
World War I soldiers in France.  Bottom: Devastation 
in France, 1918. (Photos from Archives of Michigan, 
the William Bandemer Collection.)  
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six weeks to be delivered, and Bandemer didn’t learn of his 
father’s death until more than a month after it happened.


“It Did Not Thrill Me at All” 
Bandemer seems to find day-to-day living in camps to be 
tolerable in-between attacks. In his letters home, he downplays 
periods of fighting and emphasizes periods of calm. (Perhaps he 
was trying to keep his family from worrying about him.) After 
witnessing an airplane fight, he even says that the war is not as 
exciting as he expected it to be:


“And so my wish [to see an airplane fight] has been granted. I 
must say, however, that I was disappointed in it as it did not thrill 
me at all. Neither has this war, so far. Guess I cannot be in the 
right branch of the service to get the thrills.”


Devastation 
Bandemer stays in France until the end of the war. He writes 
about the devastation, as well as the resilience of residents 
returning to their homes:


“Can you imagine yourself coming back to a place, such as the 
one depicted, and starting all over again? No. But the French 
people are. I saw old women sixty years old and older coming 
back to their homes within a week after the Germans had been 
driven back. They have a wonderful unconquerable spirit.”


Post-War Life 
After the war, Bandemer went on to study at the University of 
Michigan, became a longtime resident of Ann Arbor, and served 
on the Ann Arbor City Council from 1960-1964.  

Editors’ Note: 

Originally published August 
19, 2014 on the “Look!” blog 
post, “Seeking Michigan” 
website, http://
seekingmichigan.org/look/
2014/08/19/bandemer.  


Reprinted with permission 
from the Archives of 
Michigan.


Additional blog posts relating 
to WWI Collections at the 
Archives of Michigan include:

World War I Guest Register of 
Michigan Soldiers and Sailors 
Headquarters in New York, 

http://seekingmichigan.org/
about/indexes/world-war-i-
guest-register 

A Wartime Christmas,

http://seekingmichigan.org/
look/2014/12/23/wartime-
christmas 

Over There: A Family History 
Mystery Solution?

http://seekingmichigan.org/
look/2013/11/26/over-there  

Chelsea District Library’s World War I Centennial project.    
See pages 29-30 for article “Honoring Those Who Served” by Sarah Conrad    
Below: Corporal Ross Stofflet, Company E, 126th Infantry, 32nd Division, U.S. 
Army (courtesy of Ross Stofflet III).   Right: Harry Fox (far right), U.S. Navy 
(photograph provided by Bill Christen).  

http://seekingmichigan.org/look/2014/08/19/bandemer
http://seekingmichigan.org/about/indexes/world-war-i-guest-register
http://seekingmichigan.org/look/2014/12/23/wartime-christmas
http://seekingmichigan.org/look/2013/11/26/over-there
http://seekingmichigan.org/look/2014/08/19/bandemer
http://seekingmichigan.org/about/indexes/world-war-i-guest-register
http://seekingmichigan.org/look/2014/12/23/wartime-christmas
http://seekingmichigan.org/look/2013/11/26/over-there
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The Editors of Open Entry are pleased to welcome Troy Eller English to our MAA editorial team! Troy is 
the Society of Women Engineers Archivist at the Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University.

We are gratified by the response to our call for submissions to the Fall Open Entry newsletter. Your 
input has produced a wonderful issue. Highlights include:
• Three feature articles include a WPA-era mural restored and installed in the Reading Room of the 

Walter P. Reuther Library; how to make and use a humidification chamber; and a reception for Dr. 
Philip P. Mason at the Archives of Michigan. 

• Five articles about internships by graduate students. 
• Five repository articles prepared by Michigan archivists. 
• Four repository reports about their holdings that honor those who served during World War I.
• Also the President’s Letter, News from Your Board, Annual Meeting Review and Photos, New Board 

Member Interviews, and Archivists in the News.
• And in closing, the Mystery Photo.

We are thankful to Rebecca Bizonet, our new MAA President, for her leadership and her willingness to 
“keep her hand in” for this issue of Open Entry.

Planning for the Spring Open Entry newsletter is already underway with a February 15 deadline. If you 
have an article in the works, or just couldn't get it in for the Fall deadline, send it to us now and have 
your January and February free of at least one professional deadline, OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.

Your Open Entry Editors, Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English

Editors’ Note 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.


Calendar of Events for Michigan Archivists 2016-2017 
• November 29 (Tuesday) - Reappraising and Deaccessioning Archival Materials from Start to Finish #1766, 

Society of American Archivists, Chicago, Illinois (Chicago History Museum) 

• December (date TBD) - Metro Detroit Archivists League (MEDAL) founded in 2012 to provide archivists of 

the Detroit metropolitan area a chance to meet, network, and collaborate. Monthly meetings are announced 
on the group's Facebook page. Previous meetings have taken place in Detroit, Dearborn, Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, 
and Royal Oak.  For information, please contact Gavin Strassel, strassel@wayne.edu.


• January 13 (Friday) - Implementing "More Product, Less Process" #1743, Society of American Archivists, 
Cleveland, OH (The Kelvin Smith Library, Case Western Reserve University).


• March 3-4 (Friday-Saturday) - Michigan in Perspective: The Local History Conference, Historical Society of 
Michigan, Sterling Heights, Michigan (Wyndham Garden Sterling Heights).


• April 5-8 (Wednesday-Saturday) - Midwest Archives Conference Annual Meeting, Omaha, Nebraska.

• April 24 (Monday) - Reappraising and Deaccessioning Archival Materials from Start to Finish #1761, Society 

of American Archivists, Bowling Green, Ohio (Bowling Green State University Libraries).

• April 29 (Saturday) - Michigan History Day State Finals.

• June 15-16 (Thursday-Friday) - Michigan Archival Association Annual Meeting, Traverse City, Michigan.

• July 23-29 (Sunday-Saturday) -Society of American Archivists Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon, (Oregon 

Convention Center).  

Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, Troy Eller English, Cynthia Read Miller 
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http://saa.archivists.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/ConferenceList.html?Action=GetEvents
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Submitted by Troy Eller English, Walter P. 
Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs, Wayne State University (Image ID 
15708).

What is going on in this photo?                
Hint: The place is in Michigan, not Mars.  
Send your thoughts to 
OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.  We’ll run your 
answers in the Spring 2017 Open Entry. 

Mystery Photo 

Submitted by Lindsay Hiltunen, Michigan 
Technological University Archives and Copper 
Country Historical Collections 

This information is part of the catalog record for the 
photo (Image # MS051-023-006-001): 
Photographed by Earl Gagnon, Daily Mining Gazette, 
February 6, 1965, page 4 with the caption: “Julie 
London, the famed songstress, arrived at Franklin 
Township's Memorial Airport Friday noon to be 
greeted by a delegation of Tech emissaries before 
whose student body she entertained last evening. 
Shown greeting the star are Tech Carnival bigwigs, 
Dave Stallard, with glasses, and Don Truax.”  For 
alumni who have shared their memories of this 
event, see http://digarch.lib.mtu.edu/showbib.aspx?
bib_id=617485#


Courtesy of Michigan Technological University Archives 
and Copper Country Historical Collections.

Answer for Spring 2016 Mystery Photo:
“Julie London at Memorial Airport, February 6, 1965” 

http://digarch.lib.mtu.edu/showbib.aspx?bib_id=617485#
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=
http://digarch.lib.mtu.edu/showbib.aspx?bib_id=617485#
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