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Rebecca Bizonet

By Rebecca Bizonet, MAA President and Project Archivist, Private 
Collection


Greetings, MAA members! This spring sees our board and committees 
busily preparing for MAA’s Annual Meeting in Traverse City, June 15-16 
(see page 11 for preview article). We have a program full of offerings on 
professional practice, applied technologies, and local history, as well as 
interesting and fun tours. A pre-conference workshop on June 14 will 
lead participants through the steps of grant-writing, a key to enabling 
much of our work in the archives. The Auction Subcommittee continues 
its search for cool items to tempt your bids at our annual Silent Auction 
fundraiser. Let the committee know if you have something you’d like to 
donate to the cause. Look for the Annual Meeting program and 
registration information in your mailboxes and online.


Our Nominating Committee is assembling a slate of candidates for this 
year’s election. If you or someone you know wants to contribute to 
MAA’s mission and operations as a Board member or officer, please 
make a nomination. If you think you have what it takes to assume the 
challenging but crucial role of Conference Coordinator, we would 
especially like to hear from you. The Nominating Committee, the Board, 
and I are available to answer your questions about specifics of the 
positions. (See page 7 for Nominating Committee report.) 


MAA is proud to continue its support of Michigan History Day with its 
special award for Best Entry in Use of Primary Sources. Open Entry co-
editor Troy Eller English and myself will be attending the Michigan 
History Day State Finals on April 29 in Bay City to represent MAA. I 
encourage those of you who are able to volunteer to be judges for the 
event. More information about the event and judging is available in this 
issue and on the Historical Society of Michigan’s website (see also 
page 8 for article).


At the time of publication, the Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners’ spring 
meeting in Detroit will have just taken place, but owing to the demands 
of newsletter deadlines, I’m writing this note beforehand. (See page 9 
for article about MMDP.). There is considerable crossover between 
MAA’s and MMDP’s membership, so I anticipate catching up with many 
of you there, and I also look forward to seeing and hearing about what 
my colleagues are working on in the digital arena, through the 
meeting’s various lightning talks, posters, and group discussions.


Previously, the Board had publicized our adoption of a teleconferencing 
option for our Board meetings, in an effort to increase transparency, 
opportunities for participation, and the embrace of available 
technology. We were greatly pleased when our very own Diane Hatfield 
(whom I hope I don’t embarrass too much in calling out in this way!) 
was able to join us for parts of our November 2016 and January 2017 
meetings to share her considerable expertise and institutional memory.   

President’s Letter  

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/annual-meeting/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/annual-meeting/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/
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Thanks, Diane! The teleconferencing option has also provided us with a way to more easily allow the participation 
of Board and committee members living too far from Lansing, where our meetings are held, to consistently attend 
in person. (Keep this in mind as an inducement to nominate yourself for a Board position, if that is one of your 
concerns.)


On March 11, the MAA Board held a strategic planning retreat, one of the first we’ve had in some time. Besides 
assessing our strengths and areas for improvement and brainstorming and prioritizing future initiatives, we 
produced a draft mission statement. We believe that having a formal mission statement will help clarify our 
purpose and guide our direction and growth. Adoption of the mission statement will be put to a vote at our 
Annual Business Meeting in June. Prior to the vote, we are seeking member feedback on the statement. Please 
read, reflect, and offer your comments via the related post on our website.


I’ll draw to a close by repeating my call for member involvement. MAA’s success is attributable to you, our 
members. I offer my deepest gratitude to all of you who are currently sharing your time and expertise through 
committee service, conference and workshop presentations, and Board service—not to mention newsletter 
editing! I thank all of those who have done so in the past as well. We continue to learn from and build on your 
efforts. If you are interested in contributing to MAA in some way, be it from a Board role, on a committee, through 
a financial contribution, or just by sharing your insights, we would love to hear from you. Email me or any of our 
Board members. (Contact information is available on page 6 and on our website. We also have a general Board 
email address, miarchivists@gmail.com, that we monitor.) 


As a parting thought, I urge all of us to get involved and make our voices heard, not just as MAA members, not 
just as archivists, but as citizens and caring human beings. Now, more than ever, we must look at the needs 
around us and do what we can as individuals and as groups to meet those needs as we are able, to preserve 
what is important for a functioning, modern democracy and a just and compassionate society, to change what 
needs to be changed, and to make the world a better place than we found it.  See you in Traverse City!  

Annual Meeting Committee, 2016-2017: 
Linda Skolarus, lskolarus@hotmail.com  

Elizabeth Clemens, elizabeth.clemens@wayne.edu 

     Program Subcommittee 

• Caitlin Brennecke, cait.brennecke@gmail.com 

• Melinda Isler, melindaisler@ferris.edu  

• Karen Jania, kljania@gmail.com 

• Marian Matyn, matyn1mj@cmich.edu 

• Nicole Smeltekop, nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu 


     Local Arrangements Subcommittee 
• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com  

• Amy Barritt, abarritt@tadl.org  

• Ann Swaney, aswaney@nmc.edu  


     Auction Subcommittee 
• Rebecca Bizonet, rbizonet@gmail.com  

• Lindsay Hiltunen, lehalkol@mtu.edu 


Site Exploratory Committee (2018) Ad Hoc   
• Karen Jania, kljania@gmail.com  


Audit Committee (for Treasurer records) 
• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com  


Communications Committee 
• Brian Wilson, brianw@thehenryford.org  

• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, cevaskis@gmail.com 

• Ed Busch, buschedw@campusad.msu.edu  

MAA Committees (2016-2017) 
Get involved in MAA: Volunteer for a committee!

Fundraising Committee 
• Nicole Smeltekop, nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu  

• Rebecca Bizonet, rbizonet@gmail.com  


Nominating Committee 
• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, cevaskis@gmail.com 

• Richard Adler, rcadler@umich.edu 

• Amber Clement, director@pidl.org 

• Robin Derminer, robind@thehenryford.org 


Online Membership Services Task Force (Ad Hoc) 
• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, cevaskis@gmail.com 

• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com 


Outreach Committee (Ad Hoc) 
• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com 

• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, cevaskis@gmail.com  


Scholarship and Grants Committee (Ad Hoc) 
• Sarah Roberts, rober472@campusad.msu.edu 

• Richard Adler, rcadler@umich.edu 

• Karen Jania, kljania@gmail.com 

• Brian Wilson, brianw@thehenryford.org 


Survey Committee 
• Heidi Butler, butlerh@cadl.org 

• Rebecca Bizonet, rbizonet@gmail.com 

• Carol Vandenberg, cvandenberg230@gmail.com  
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Heidi Butler 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2019)

Your MAA Board 
Members for      
Spring 2017

Rebecca 
Bizonet  
President 
(2016-2018)

Nicole Garrett 
Smeltekop   
Vice President/
President-Elect 
(2016-2018) 

Stefanie Caloia 
Secretary 
(2015-2017) 

Walter P. Reuther Library,  
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 577-9437  SCaloia@wayne.edu 

Lauren 
Arnsman 
Treasurer 
(2016-2017, 
appointed to fill 
remaining term  
of Susan Panak)

Linda Skolarus 
Conference 
Coordinator 
(2015-2017)

Annie Benefiel 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2017, 
appointed to fill 
remaining term  
of Lauren 
Arnsman)

ProQuest 
789 E. Eisenhower Parkway,  
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
(734) 707-2072  cevaskis@gmail.com 

Christiane 
Evaskis-
Garrett 
Member-at-
Large 
(2015-2018)

Karen Jania 
Member-at-
Large 
(2014-2017)

Retired, Bentley Historical Library  
kljania@gmail.com 

Lindsay 
Hiltunen 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2019)

Brian Wilson 
Member-at-
Large 
(2015-2018)

The Henry Ford, Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn, MI 48124 
(313) 982-6100x2293  brianw@thehenryford.org 

Get involved in MAA: 

• Volunteer for a 

committee! (See page 5)

• Contact a committee 

chair or a Board 
member today!


Private Collection 
rbizonet@gmail.com 

Michigan State University Libraries 
366 W. Circle Drive, Room W108C 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
(517) 884-0818  nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu 

Berkley Public Library 

lauren.reile@gmail.com  

The Henry Ford, Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn, MI 48124 
(313) 982-6059  lskolarus@hotmail.com 

Capital Area District Libraries  
401 S. Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933 
(517) 367-6313 butlerh@cadl.org  

Michigan Technological University Archives 
and Copper Country Historical Collections,  
1400 Townsend Dr., Houghton, MI 49931  
(906) 487-2505  lehalkol@mtu.edu 

Grand Valley State University 
Special Collections & University Archives 
1 Campus Dr., Allendale, MI 49401 
(616) 331-8727 benefiea@gvsu.edu 
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Call for Board Member Nominations 
Elections for new Board members of the Michigan Archival Association will be held at the MAA Business 
Meeting on Friday, June 16, 2017, during this year’s MAA Annual Meeting in Traverse City, Michigan.


We will vote on the following Board positions: 

• Secretary (two-year term) 

• Treasurer (two-year term)

• Conference Coordinator (two-year term) 

• Member-at-Large #1 (three-year term) 

• Member-at-Large #2 (three-year term) 


A call for nominations was issued on March 16 by MAA Nominating Committee Chair Christiane Evaskis-
Garrett to the MAA membership, with a deadline of April 21 in order for nominees to be listed on the ballot. 
The membership may also nominate individuals for Board positions at the Annual Meeting. The bylaws state 
that nominations must end two hours before the Business Meeting. Also per MAA bylaws, a petition must be 
presented in support of such nominations that includes signatures from at least 10 current MAA members in 
good standing. 


For more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board, please visit the Board section of the 
website, https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/. 


Submitted by the 2017 MAA Nominating Committee: Richard Adler, Amber Clement, Robin Derminer, and 
Christiane Evaskis-Garrett (Chair), cevaskis@gmail.com  

Scholarship Committee News 
The Michigan Archival Association is once again offering the Marilyn McNitt Memorial Scholarship to enable 
a graduate student in an archives and library science program or related field to attend the MAA annual 
meeting. Recipients of the scholarship receive free meeting registration and membership to MAA, two nights 
lodging, and a stipend. To enter, applicants must write an essay on why they would like to attend the annual 
meeting.  The deadline for the scholarship to attend the 2017 annual meeting in Traverse City was April 1.  The 
essays are reviewed by the Scholarship Committee, comprised of Richard Adler, Karen Jania, Brian Wilson, 
and Sarah Roberts.


The recipient of the 2016 scholarship to attend the annual meeting in East Lansing, Michigan, was Shauna 
Quick, a graduate student from Wayne State University and Library Associate at the Brandon Township Public 
Library (see page 12 for her article).  The scholarship honors Marilyn McNitt, an archivist at the University of 
Michigan’s Bentley Historical Library for twenty-five years.  Her commitment to researchers and students was 
an inspiration to fellow MAA members, and she left an indelible mark on the organization.

 

Submitted by Sarah Roberts, rober472@msu.edu, Chair, MAA Scholarship and Grants Committee and 
Acquisitions Archivist, Michigan State University Archives  

News from Your Board of Directors 
For more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board,

go to http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ or see page 6 for contact information.  

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
mailto:rober472@msu.edu
mailto:rober472@msu.edu
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
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MAA Gives Awards for             
Michigan History Day® 
Michigan History Day®, a yearlong educational program of the Historical 
Society of Michigan, encourages students to explore local, state, 
national, and world history. The 2016-2017 annual theme is Taking a 
Stand in History.


After selecting a historical topic that relates to the theme, students 
conduct extensive research, and draw conclusions about their topics’ 
significance in history. They create final projects in one of five 
categories: paper, exhibit, documentary, website, or performance. Within 
each of these categories, they may present either as an individual or a 
group. Following local competitions, the state finals for Michigan History Day will take place on April 29, 2017, 
in Bay City at Bay City Central High School.


Each year the Michigan Archival Association (MAA) sponsors special Michigan History Day awards for the 
“Best Entry in the Use of Primary Sources.” One award is presented to each of the three age divisions: Senior 
(grades 9-12), Junior (grades 6-8) and Youth (grades 4-5). The Silent Auction during MAA’s Annual Meeting 
raises funds for these awards.


For more information about the program see http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/. To participate as a judge, see 
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/judges/.


Submitted by Rebecca Bizonet, MAA President and Project Archivist, Private Collection, with information from 
the Historical Society of Michigan website.  

Communications Update 
In addition to Open Entry, which is published twice annually, the Michigan Archival Association has a number 
of additional communications channels. 


Our website, at miarchivists.wordpress.com, is updated regularly with announcements, reports, and job 
postings. It also serves as the repository of MAA's newsletters, annual meeting programs, and documents 
such as the Constitution and Bylaws. To receive notifications of new posts on the website by email, sign up on 
the “MAA Updates” box on the upper right corner of the website.


Our listserv currently has 145 subscribers. It’s a great means for Michigan archivists to share information and 
resources. To join MAA’s listserv see the website (miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/).


MAA's Facebook page can be found at www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association.


Finally, we’re offering a livestream of our Board meetings to make them accessible to MAA members unable to 
attend meetings in person. For instructions, see https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2017/01/09/maa-board-
meeting-january-2017-happening-now/ 


For questions on how to distribute information on our website, listserv or Facebook, please contact Brian 
Wilson (brianw@thehenryford.org), Christiane Evaskis-Garrett (cevaskis@gmail.com), or Ed Busch 
(buschedw@msu.edu), your helpful Communications Committee!  

http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/judges/
https://www.hsmichigan.org/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com
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mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:buschedw@msu.edu
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2017/01/09/maa-board-meeting-january-2017-happening-now/
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:buschedw@msu.edu
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By Ed Busch, Electronic Records 
Archivist, Michigan State University 
Archives 

The Mid-Michigan Digital 
Practitioners group (MMDP) is a 
regional collective of librarians, 
archivists, museum curators, 
conservators, historians, scholars, 
and more engaged in creating and 
curating digital collections in Mid-
Michigan and the surrounding 
region. Last Fall, the Mid-Michigan 
Digital Practitioners held their 
workshop and meeting on October 
13-14, 2016. These events were 
supported by the Michigan 
Archival Association. There were 
two workshops conducted: “Policies 
& Strategies for Managing Digital 
Assets” led by Ranti Junus and Matt 
Schultz, and “XML/XSLT” by Nicole 
Smeltekop and Robin Dean. The 
meeting covered a variety of engaging topics including Digital Detroit, Cataloging Archival Collections, and 
Turning Your SmartPhone into a Scanner. For more information about the workshops and meeting, visit https://
goo.gl/pI6wRT. The website also includes a link to videos of the meeting presentations. 


Last November at its Digital Preservation 2016 conference, the National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) 
awarded the MMDP group its 2016 Innovation Award for Organizations. To learn more about the award and 
NDSA, visit https://www.diglib.org/archives/12878/.  

The 2016 MMDP Planning team (front row) Robin Dean, Max Eckard, Ranti 
Junus, Mega Kudzia and (back row) Matt Schultz, Aaron Collie, Dallas 
Pillen, Ed Busch, Nicole Garrett Smeltekop.  

At the MMDP Workshop in October, 2016, (below left) Mike Shallcross checks out the poster from Amanda Tickner and 
Kathleen Weessies, “A Collaborative Geoportal for the Big Ten Region,” and (below right) Gavin Strassel and Marianne 
Swierenga confer.

MAA & Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners (MMDP):  
2016 Fall Workshop Report  

https://goo.gl/pI6wRT
https://www.diglib.org/archives/12878/
https://goo.gl/pI6wRT
https://www.diglib.org/archives/12878/
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On March 23 and 24, 2017, MMDP held its spring meeting at Wayne State University in the David Adamany 
Undergraduate Library. The full day of workshops included a Best Practices Exchange Hackathon and  
workshops on regular expression and APIs. Presentations for the meeting included a broad spectrum of topics 
such as an update on the Digital Public Library of America Michigan Service Hub, collaboration on the ArcLight 
Project, and the use of Kanban in archival processing. Further details regarding the workshop and meetings, as 
well as a video of the presentations, is available on the MMDP website, http://midmichdp.wordpress.com .


To learn more about MMDP events or joining the planning team, visit our website or send an email to 
midmichdp@gmail.com.  

At the MMDP Workshop in October 
2016, (above left) Max Eckard and Mike 
Shallcross, (above right), and Megan 
Kudzia discuss issues with other MMDP 
attendees, and (right) Robin Dean looks 
over Elisa Landaverde and Lorraine 
Eaton during the XML/XSLT workshop. 

http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
mailto:midmichdp@gmail.com
http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
http://midmichdp.wordpress.com
mailto:midmichdp@gmail.com
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By Linda Skolarus, MAA Conference Coordinator, and Reference 
Librarian, The Henry Ford, Benson Ford Research Center; Caitlin 
Brennecke, Program Committee Chair and Forms and Records 
Specialist at Meritor, Inc.; and Lauren Arnsman, Local Arrangements 
Committee Chair, MAA Treasurer, and Adult Services Librarian, 
Berkley Public Library 

Join us in Traverse City, Michigan, at the Park Place Hotel for the 
Michigan Archival Association Annual Meeting from Wednesday, June 
14, through Friday, June 16, 2017. Located in downtown Traverse City, 
this historic building was built in 1873. In 1930, the completion of the 
10-story tower made the Park Place Hotel the tallest building in 
Traverse City, and its 25,000 watt beacon became the symbol of its far 
reaching hospitality. 


Hotel amenities include an indoor pool, health club, and restaurant/bar 
lounge. There is free Wi-Fi and self-parking. Dogs are allowed. (When 
you call to make your reservation please let the attendant know you are 
bringing a dog.) A block of overnight rooms has been reserved for 
Wednesday and Thursday, June 14 and 15. MAA is receiving a special 
rate of $159 per room (single or double occupancy, not including 
taxes). Deadline for this special rate is May 15, 2017, (call 
231-946-5000 and ask for the Michigan Archival Association room 
rate). 


Look forward to joining your colleagues for professional development 
and networking in a lovely environment with many amenities. The 
evening reception will be held at the Top of the Park ballroom (on the 
9th floor) with its breathtaking views of downtown Traverse City and 
Grand Traverse Bay. The Music House Museum tour and a walking tour 
of the downtown historic district will 
also be featured.


Thursday’s luncheon keynote 
speaker is Stef Staley, Executive 
Director of the Grand Traverse 
Lighthouse. She will be giving a talk 
on the top secret naval exercises on 
aircraft carriers that took place in 
west Grand Traverse Bay during 
World War II.


The pre-conference grant-writing 
workshop on Wednesday, June 14, 
will be presented by Stacy Nowicki, 
Library Director at Kalamazoo 
College.  Topics will include 

MAA 2017 Annual Meeting Preview:  
Traverse City, June 14 - 16 

Caption on postcard: “Sport on 
Grand Traverse Bay. Ships of the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Fleet 
Quite Often Visit Here. Traverse 
City, Michigan.”

MAA Silent Auction, 
Friday, June 16, 2017  

Proceeds from MAA's annual 
Silent Auction fund our awards, 
grants, and scholarships, 
including Michigan History Day 
awards for "Best Entry in the 
Use of Primary Sources.” Be 
sure to check out the goods, 
gift certificates, and more on 
the auction table when you 
arrive in Traverse City. Bid early 
and often!  

To donate items for the auction, 
contact Auction Committee 
Chair Rebecca Bizonet 
(rbizonet@gmail.com).  

mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
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effective grant writing techniques, pre-proposal planning, how and 
where to find grants, differences between various granting agencies, 
the current philanthropy landscape, and grant stewardship.


Highlights of the program sessions include topics like accessioning, 
documenting Michigan history, the Archives of Michigan Regional 
Repositories Program, the DIA during the City of Detroit bankruptcy, 
management of local records, digitization, and architectural records. 
There will be a poster session, with the call for proposals announced 
on MAA’s website, miarchivists.wordpress.com, listserv, and Facebook 
page. The poster submission deadline is April 14.


We look forward to seeing you in Traverse City!


By Shauna Quick, Digital Information Services Associate, Adult 
Services Library Associate, Brandon Township Public Library, and 
MLIS Candidate at Wayne State University 

I was ecstatic to receive the Marilyn M. McNitt Memorial 
Scholarship, especially since I had recently acquired a new position at 
a public library that wanted to organize and digitize its Local History 
Room. With digitization experience under my belt, I was not exactly 
sure about archives or handling historical data. 


This opportunity could not have come at a better time! Having an 
entire collection to maintain and digitize is a little daunting and the 
MAA Annual Meeting made me feel comfortable in making the correct 
decisions. 


I learned a lot about records management, how to work with the 
cataloger to represent the information correctly in our catalog, 
organizing the collection to fit the library (and, in turn, my community), 
and understanding when to get help. Just because the collection may 
be my responsibility, I learned that I need to find people (students were 
discussed at the MAA Annual Meeting) to help curate the information 
for the collection. 


Personally, I believe we can never get enough oral histories! After 
working on a few projects in regards to taking oral histories, I made 
sure to attend the presentation on Archiving Oral Histories. I was 
blown away by the amazing stories and advancements in obtaining 
and transcribing the histories. I cannot wait to be able to tell my story 
one day! 


I am truly grateful for the kindness bestowed upon me by the members 
of the Michigan Archival Association and cannot wait to attend this 
year’s annual meeting in Traverse City! 

Learning History, Record by Record: Scholarship Recipient, 
Annual Meeting in East Lansing, 2016 

Shauna Quick

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2017/03/20/call-for-posters-2017-maa-annual-meeting/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/2017/03/20/call-for-posters-2017-maa-annual-meeting/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association
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Calendar of Events for Michigan Archivists 2017 
• April 5-8 (Wednesday-Saturday) - Midwest Archives Conference Annual Meeting, Omaha, Nebraska. 
• April 24 (Monday) - Reappraising and Deaccessioning Archival Materials from Start to Finish #1761, 

Society of American Archivists, Bowling Green State University Libraries, Bowling Green, Ohio. 
• April 29 (Saturday) - Michigan History Day State Finals, Bay City. 
• May (date TBD) - Metro Detroit Archivists League (MEDAL) Summer Pre-conference Symposium at 

the Walter P. Reuther Library of Labor & Urban Affairs in Detroit.  Archivists and Librarians preparing 
presentations for upcoming conferences will debut early versions of their papers, panel discussions, 
and lightning talks. It’s a great chance for students and alums who cannot attend the MAA 
conference in Traverse City to experience the academic and professional discourse. For information, 
contact Gavin Strassel (strassel@wayne.edu). 

• May 5 (Friday) - Byte-size Collections: Basic Digitizing of Collections, by Matthew Wilcox, Michigan 
State University, Historical Society of Michigan Workshop, Lansing. 

• June 2 (Friday) - Fading Photos: How to Identify, Scan, Restore, and Archive Historical Photographs, 
by Robert Myers, Historical Society of Michigan Workshop, Lansing. 

• June 14-16 (Wednesday-Friday) - Michigan Archival Association Annual Meeting and Pre-conference 
workshop, Traverse City. 

• June 23-25 (Friday-Sunday) - Historical Society of Michigan Upper Peninsula History Conference, Iron 
River/Caspian. 

• July 23-29 (Sunday-Saturday) - Society of American Archivists Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon. 
• September 15 (Friday) - Archives 101, by Meghan Courtney, Wayne State University, Historical Society 

of Michigan Workshop, Lansing. 
• September 22-24 (Friday-Sunday) - Historical Society of Michigan Annual Meeting and State History 

Conference, Holland. 
• September 29 (Friday) - Telling Stories: Setting up an Oral History Project, by Daniel Clark, Oakland 

University, Historical Society of Michigan Workshop, Lansing. 
• October 13 (Friday) - Advanced Archives, by Alexandra Orchard, Wayne State University, Historical 

Society of Michigan Workshop, Lansing. 
• November 10 (Friday) - Taking Oral Histories One Step Further, by Dean Rehberger, Michigan State 

University, Historical Society of Michigan Workshop, Lansing.  
• November (date TBD) - Southeastern Michigan League of Libraries (SEMLOL) Biannual Fall Meeting 

with presentations about all types of Michigan libraries (free institutional membership).  See the 
SEMLOL website for information about past programs.  

SAVE THE DATE!

MAA Annual Meeting


in Traverse City

Wednesday-Friday

June 14 - 16, 2017

http://www.midwestarchives.org/2017-mac-meeting
http://saa.archivists.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/ConferenceList.html?Action=GetEvents
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/
https://www.facebook.com/reutherlib/
mailto:strassel@wayne.edu
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/annual-meeting/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/conferences/upper-peninsula-history-conference/
http://www2.archivists.org/conference
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/conferences/annual-state-history-conference/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.semlol.org/index.php
http://www.semlol.org/members.php
http://www.semlol.org/programs.php
http://www.midwestarchives.org/2017-mac-meeting
http://saa.archivists.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/ConferenceList.html?Action=GetEvents
http://www.hsmichigan.org/mhd/
https://www.facebook.com/reutherlib/
mailto:strassel@wayne.edu
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/annual-meeting/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/conferences/upper-peninsula-history-conference/
http://www2.archivists.org/conference
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/conferences/annual-state-history-conference/
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.semlol.org/index.php
http://www.semlol.org/members.php
http://www.semlol.org/programs.php
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After almost 10 years, Heidi Christein resigned as Archivist of the 
Archdiocese of Detroit. At the end of January she started her role as 
Librarian/Archivist for the St. Clair Shores Public Library, where she will 
work in adult reference and as archivist for the Arthur M. Woodford 
Local History Center.  She can be contacted at christeh@libcoop.net.  

Steve Wejroch

Steve Wejroch was named Archivist for the Archdiocese of Detroit in 
January 2017. He received his MLIS and Graduate Certificate in 
Archival Administration from Wayne State University. In addition to his 
more than nine years at the Archdiocese of Detroit, Steve has worked 
on projects at the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American 
History in Detroit, the General Motors Technical Center Special Library 
and Archives in Warren, and the George H. W. Bush Presidential Library 
in Corpus Christi, Texas. Steve will continue the fine work of his 
predecessor, Heidi Christein. You can contact Steve at 
wejroch.steven@aod.org.  

Leigh Rupinski

Annie Benefiel, previously Assistant Archivist for the Special 
Collections & University Archives at Grand Valley State University, was 
promoted to Archivist for Collection Management in November 2016.  
She will be managing and maintaining a growing collection for the 
department.  (See page 25 for more details in the Michigan Collections 
article.)  

Leigh Rupinski joined the Special Collections & University Archives 
team at Grand Valley State University in February 2017.  She fills a 
redefined position as Archivist for Public Services & Community 
Engagement and will work with Annie Benefiel.  She will concentrate on 
instruction and outreach activities for the department.  

Annie Benefiel

Christiane Evaskis-Garrett with Alex 
Trebek on the set of Jeopardy!

MAA Board Member and former Open Entry Editor, Christiane Evaskis-
Garrett appeared on the Jeopardy! trivia game show, televised on March 
20, 2017.  Woohoo!  Interviewed by The Tennessean newspaper, 
Christiane explained her desire to be a contestant on this show: “It’s 
really a love of trivia.  There is something cool about knowing little goofy 
things about a little bit of everything.”  Her mother, Frieda, and her 
husband, Robert, went with her to Los Angeles for filming of the 
program.  For the full story, see “Dickson County Trivia Virtuoso Faces 
Ultimate Test: Jeopardy!” by Chris Gadd, The Tennessean, March 16, 
2017, http://tnne.ws/2m5wWeB.

Archivists in the News 
Send your announcements to the Editors, MAA Open Entry, email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com

mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:wejroch.steven@aod.org
mailto:christeh@libcoop.net
mailto:wejroch.steven@aod.org
mailto:christeh@libcoop.net
http://tnne.ws/2m5wWeB
http://tnne.ws/2m5wWeB
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Reel Michigan: A Film Project in the Clarke 
Historical Library  
By Jennifer Bentley, CMU Cultural Resources Management graduate student and Clarke film project 
processor, Tressa Graves, CMU graduate, University of Illinois Champagne-Urbana ILS graduate, and 
Marian Matyn, CMU Assistant Professor and Clarke Historical Library Archivist 

Background 
The Clarke Historical Library at 
Central Michigan University (CMU) is 
both an archives and a historical 
library. Its collecting focus is 
Michigan history, children’s literature 
and CMU history. 


The Clarke has a variety of film 
formats in various collections. 
Mostly there is a film or two in small 
collections; other collections are 
composed entirely of film. Most of 
the films are 16mm acetate and 
document CMU or Michigan history. 
Films range from home movies to 
professionally-created films. 
Highlights of the collection include: 
CMU Marching Band performances, 
Hans Lantzsch downriver 
community workshops, Senator 
Robert Griffin films (visiting China 
during the Nixon administration), and 
Professor Joe De Bolt’s Vietnam 
Moratorium film documenting CMU 
and national student protests in 1969.


The Clarke’s largest film collection is some 3,000 reels of Channel 9 & 10 film news, 1950s–1980s. Channel 9 & 
10 is the main television news station for the 35 counties in the northern Lower Peninsula, the Upper Peninsula 
and parts of Canada. The film collection is a goldmine of historic Michigan local news. The reels are mostly 
small and include: outtakes, stock footage, A and B rolls, final broadcasts, and special features. Formats within 
the collection vary from color, black and white, silent and sound, and some text records. The extent of the 
collection includes:

Permanent files (segments of news features or stories): 5,775 feet

MDA (Muscular Dystrophy Association) Telethons: 6,600 feet

Sports films: 3,900 feet

News and views (local news): 51,485 feet

Alphabetical (short features, topics): 19,100 feet


General subjects covered in the collection include local government officials, meetings, strikes, forest fires, 
civic events, the sand dunes, other state parks, and the weather. Notable subjects (and film release dates) 
include: the first car driving over the Mackinac Bridge in 1957 (1963); Korean War orphans (1940, 1970, see 
pages 23-24 for more information on this topic); searching for and memorials of the SS Edmund Fitzgerald 
(1976); returning Vietnam prisoners of war (1973); computer education and women in STEM K-12 educating

Still of the Clarke Historical Library’s oldest film, Saginaw boys at Camp 
Custer in 1928.  
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primary school students (1972–1973); Irene McCabe wearing a white housewife’s apron and protesting forced 
city busing in Flint and touring Northern Michigan (1973); the maiden voyage of the SS Stewart J. Cort, the first 
1,000-foot Great Lakes freighter (1972); the 1970 energy crisis; and protests of Marlon Brando’s Last Tango in 
Paris, which was labeled “Traverse City Porno” (1973).


Project begins  
The collection is a useful source of local Northern Michigan information, 1950s–1980s, including information 
not found in extant newspapers. The project had two main goals: to improve both preservation and access. 


Archivist Marian Matyn and Tressa Graves, then an undergraduate 
student, began the project in 2012 to identify, rehouse, preserve 
and make accessible our historic film collections. The film 
collection had numerous preservation and access issues, 
including: existing storage was fair to inadequate for film; some 
film was in late-stage decomposition; existing description varied 
greatly; almost all the film lacked cores; the Clarke had no 
currently acceptable film storage containers; and there was little 
documentation and few labels. Lastly, neither of us were film 
specialists when we began this project, although Tressa had 
interned during the summer of 2012 at the Alaska Film Archive 
at the University of Alaska-Fairbanks. We needed to educate 
ourselves and convince the administration of the need to 
implement our plan. 


Significantly, we were the first university archives in Michigan to 
embark on a film preservation project. To convince our 
administration of the need to invest in film preservation we 
argued that moving images show us material that paper based 
manuscripts cannot always show, we are now a media-based 
society, and film is a fairly stable format. 


We sold our plan based on our collected film deterioration 
statistics. Tressa used A-D strips on a random sample of 
Channel 9 & 10 film, and one strip on all the remaining film. The 
paper strips change color indicating the presence of acid. 
Decomposing acetate-base films shrink, become brittle and 
produces a vinegar odor known as “vinegar syndrome”. The 
strips help assess storage conditions and decomposition status 
of the films. Nine films tested at 0.0 A-D (good); 55 films tested 
between .5 and 1.0 A-D (poor); and three films tested between 
1.0 and 2.5 A-D (poor to critical).1


Preservation 
The first year we educated ourselves at the Association for 
Moving Image Archivists (AMIA) conference in December 2012. 
Tressa presented a student poster there about our project, 
garnering much interest and support. We met vendors and 
received samples and quotes. Our initial budget was set at 
$3,000.


We followed national and international best practices and 
standards for analog film. (See resource list at end of article).


1 User’s Guide for A-D Strips Film Base Deterioration Monitors (Rochester, NY: 
Image Permanence Institute, c2001).

Top: The most deteriorated film from Channel 
9 & 10 in the Clarke Historical Library’s 
collection.  Bottom: The Clarke Historical 
Library’s stacks with Channel 9 & 10 film on 
shelves. Some of the films are stored in 
original boxes, while others are in rehoused 
blue containers. 
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While we have a storage environment appropriate for manuscript and books, it is not optimal for film. We 
would like to create a proper, cooler environment for film in the future. Also, we are not focused on the 
unrealistic goal of digitizing most of the films, although we would like a few films, or parts of some films, to be 
digitized to increase interest.


We set up an area where Tressa could view films with basic furniture and film viewing equipment and began 
working with a variety of film documenting CMU and Michigan history. Tressa placed films in new archival cans 
with cores. For collections with multiple films, films were spliced together according to film shrinkage 
percentage and theme, with white leader separating films. In so doing, Tressa followed the example provided 
by the Alaska project to maximize limited space and funds. White leader was placed at the front of each new 
canned film and black leader was added to the end of the film. Tressa viewed all the films, identifying in detail 
main scenes, locations, people, events and, if possible, dates or eras before rehousing the films. We developed 
standardized labels identifying each film’s creator, title, date, amount (extent) of collection, and accession 
number.


Access 
Using the detailed inventories developed by Tressa, Marian amended the existing catalog records or created 
new ones with detailed information about each film. This information was added to the in-house MARC record 
and finding aids, but not the OCLC national catalog record.


Tressa processed all of the film collections that were not connected to Channel 9 & 10, organized all of 
Channel 9 & 10 film for the next film students, created the processing plan for the Channel 9 & 10 films, trained 
her replacement student film processor, Jen Bentley, and completed a reel of nearly each of the Channel 9 & 
10 film subsections as a starting point. In May 2014 Tressa graduated from CMU, helped educate/inspire other 
Michigan archivists with a film workshop, and then went to work for Michigan State University Archives and 
Historical Collections, assisting their film preservation project.


Ongoing project 
We are now in our second year of the film project 
with Marian and two graduate students, SK Haase 
Duthie and Jen Bentley, working with Channel 9 & 
10 film. SK and Jen have processed 88,860 feet of 
film as of July 6, 2016, and we hope to complete film 
processing by May 2017. Cataloging will take longer. 
With the exception purchasing a refrigerator and not 
finding KISS footage (the band gave a performance 
in Cadillac, Michigan, October 9-10, 1975), we have 
met all our project goals. We have improved 
discoverability and preservation of the films, and 
educated ourselves and others about film 
preservation. We also found some interesting films 
and acquired two film projectors. In order to 
maximize discoverability, we hope to digitize some 
segments of selected films and have snippets 
available on the Clarke’s website or a related 
webpage. We may model it on Michigan State 
University’s On the Banks of the Red Cedar project, 
which provides information about each film, its 
provenance, subjects, a still image, and allows you 
to view the film. We believe improved access to film 
is vital for future patrons.  

The Clarke Historical Library’s film work bench area with 
MoviScop film viewer.  
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Value of Collections to patrons 
Local public media outlets like Channel 9 & 10 News, in reporting the news of the day, also preserved unique 
Northern Michigan lifeways that both educated and engaged the public on a personal level. The Channel 9 & 
10 News film collection provides a complementary, or in many instances a completely new, source for 1950s–
1980s local northern Michigan information—especially if the events were not covered in local newspapers, or 
the newspapers no longer exist. Besides documenting national events from a Michigan perspective, national 
figures active in Michigan, and events of major significance in the state, the films document at the local level 
disasters, government meetings, small town celebrations, the weather, businesses, social events and activities, 
sports, local groups and their interests, wildlife, nature, pollution, and changing fashions.


Access to the general film collections in the Clarke provide the only early film images of CMU history, including 
notably the Vietnam Moratorium protest actions on campus, and many historic images of Michigan history. 
Watching CMU films with the Chippewa Indian mascot provides a striking realization of how badly demeaning 
stereotypes of Native American imagery were routinely used by the University. It is a piece of regional history 
especially important not to ignore with the ongoing national debate on the use of cultural and ethnic groups as 
mascots in American sports and. Also of national import is the interview with conservative Republican writer/
theorist Russell Kirk of Mecosta County. His ideas and writing profoundly influenced and shaped national 
Republican values in the late twentieth century. 


Future plans 
Besides the digital film webpage, we hope for future articles, posters, and panels at archival conferences. 
Michigan is now developing a Digital Public Library of America service hub that Marian plans to be involved 
with to expand the awareness and use of our collections nationally. It would be wonderful to include the film in 
this project. After we conclude the film project, we plan to continue to work with other assorted audio-visual 
formats. 


Resources 
• Association of Moving Image Archivists AMIA http://www.amianet.org/

• Steven Davidson and Gregory Lukow, editors, The Administration of Television Newsfilm and Videotape 

Collections: A Curatorial Manual (Los Angeles: American Film Institute, 1997)

• International Federation of Film Archives FIAF http://www.fiafnet.org/

• On the Banks of the Red Cedar: http://onthebanks.msu.edu/

• James M. Reilly, Image Permanence Institute Storage Guide for Acetate Film (Rochester, NY: Rochester 

Institute of Technology, 1996) https://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/webfm_send/299

• User’s Guide for A-D Strips: Film Base Deterioration Monitors (Rochester, NY: Image Permanence Institute, 

2001) https://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/webfm_send/309  


The Clarke Historical Library’s finished film preservation 
product—a beautifully rehoused and cored film reel.

http://www.amianet.org/
http://www.fiafnet.org/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu/
https://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/webfm_send/299
https://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/webfm_send/309
http://www.amianet.org/
http://www.fiafnet.org/
http://onthebanks.msu.edu/
https://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/webfm_send/299
https://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/webfm_send/309
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By Richard C. Adler, Michigan DPLA Service Hub Coordinator, University of Michigan Library 

The Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) now includes digital collections from the state of Michigan. On 
January 26, the first “harvest” of collection metadata from the Michigan Service Hub became searchable on 
the DPLA website; to see these collections, please visit: https://dp.la/search?partner[]=Michigan+Service+Hub.


The DPLA is a vast online library that aggregates metadata from the collections of archives, libraries, 
museums, and historical societies from across the United States. The DPLA staff is based largely in Boston, 
but their reach extends nationwide thanks to a network of “hubs.”  Content hubs are collections extensive 
enough in themselves to work with the DPLA directly (for example, the National Archives, the New York Public 
Library, and HathiTrust Digital Library).  Service hubs, meanwhile, act as mediators. Rather than provide 
collections, the service hubs establish relationships with cultural institutions throughout a state, determine the 
different kinds of metadata those institutions use to make their collections accessible online, and then map 
those metadata to the DPLA's metadata application profile (MAP).  Once the metadata are mapped, the 
service hub sends them to the DPLA (typically using an OAI-PMH feed), and those digital collections can then 
be found using the DPLA website. 


The DPLA aggregates only metadata, not digital objects themselves. For example, if someone is using the 
DPLA website to search for items pertaining to the Packard Motor Car Company, the results of that search will 
now include materials from Special Collections at the Detroit Public Library. If the patron selects a particular 
item from those search results, such as a photograph of the Packard assembly line, the link will direct her to 
the Wayne State University Library website which hosts that item.  


The Michigan Service Hub is a collaborative effort that so far includes the Library of Michigan, the University of 
Michigan, Wayne State University, Michigan State University, Western Michigan University, and the Midwest 
Collaborative for Library Services. Each of the universities act as a “sub-hub,” managing collection metadata 
with Repox (repox.sysresearch.org) and providing other services and expertise to support the service hub. This 
distributed infrastructure will make it easier for the Michigan Service Hub to reach out to cultural institutions 
throughout the state who are interested in 
having their digital collections made 
searchable through the DPLA as well. 


With the first harvest complete we plan to 
continue sharing additional collection 
metadata with the DPLA on a quarterly 
basis. 


As the coordinator for the Michigan Service 
Hub, I will be attending Michigan 
conferences and offering presentations 
about the service hub and its continuing 
efforts. I am also making plans to travel to 
different parts of the state in order to visit 
institutions, meet staff members, and talk 
about how the service hub could help them 
make their collections more accessible. 
Please feel free to contact me at 
rcadler@umich.edu.  

First Harvest of the Michigan Service Hub  

Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) home page screen shot.

https://dp.la/search?partner%5B%5D=Michigan+Service+Hub
http://repox.sysresearch.org
mailto:rcadler@umich.edu
https://dp.la/search?partner%5B%5D=Michigan+Service+Hub
http://repox.sysresearch.org
mailto:rcadler@umich.edu
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By Mark Prindiville, Graduate Student, School of Library and 
Information Science, Wayne State University and President, SLIS 
Wayne State University Chapter of the Society of American 
Archivists. 

Last fall’s edition of Open Entry (pages 24-25) was kind enough to 
feature a piece on the Wayne State University chapter of the Society of 
American Archivists and our project with the Audiovisual department at 
the Walter P. Reuther Library. This article is an updated report on the 
SAA chapter's involvement with the project dealing with the creation of 
an “artificial collection” of labor phonograph records in the Reuther's 
stacks.


Since the previous article, major progress was made on this artificial 
collection. I would like to make quick mention of those who worked on 
this project: Nathaniel Arndts, Natalie Piernak, Lori Eaton, Alexandrea 
Penn, and I were the leading volunteers in working towards completing 
this project. Starting mid-October of last year, these members 
coordinated some of the most complicated schedules one could 
imagine in order to get together and work towards putting a collection 
together.


Our first order of business was to locate the materials that Reuther 
Audiovisual Archivist Deborah Rice believed were to be the beginnings 
of the artificial collection, as well as materials that were going to be their 
own particular collections, such as Wayne State University or Labor 
Song phonographs. After about an hour or two of locating records from 
the stacks, the volunteers were assigned the task of arranging the 
materials into cohesive categories. After a few weeks of meeting with 
each other for several hours, arranging the materials in their appropriate 
series, we were finally able to start the description process. A handful of 
our members have met on an individual basis to type up detailed 
descriptive notes and terms, which will end up in ArchivesSpace.


While we are currently in our final stages of this project, we have hopes 
that additional members might be able to add some modifications in the 
near future. One such idea that has been passed around is 
implementing data visualization programs like having the vinyl records 
accessible online, allowing users to scroll over the album cover, where 
they are provided additional bits of information about the material. This 
portion of the project, however, will have to wait until the necessary 
tools and skills are acquired. For now we are focusing on the primary 
objective of description and proper shelving.  


I asked a few of our volunteers to share a little about what they thought 
of the project. Here are a few of their responses:


Lori Eaton: “Working on the Reuther project was an education in more 
ways than one. Not only did I notch a little experience in a significant  

Collaborative Audiovisual Archiving at the 
Reuther: A Follow-Up  

SLIS graduate students and 
members of the Wayne State 
University Chapter of the Society of 
American Archivists have been 
working on the AV processing 
project at the Walter P. Reuther 
Library since the summer.      
Above: Natalie Piernak at the 
workstation.  Below: Natalie 
Piernak, Mark Prindiville, and 
Nathaniel Arndts.  Not pictured, 
Lori Eaton and Alexandrea Penn.
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national archive but I also had a front row seat for the development of an 
artificial collection that will offer researchers improved access to audio 
recordings. Archival students at WSU are lucky to have the Reuther library 
in our backyard. Deborah was a generous and patient teacher.”


Nathaniel Arndts: “The greatest takeaway from this project was getting 
my hands dirty with an unprocessed collection. The idea of taking so 
many vinyl record albums and determining how to arrange them intrigued 
me. Despite the excitement of bringing order to chaos, I learned a quick 
lesson on the awareness needed to handle this sort of content. An 
unprocessed collection easily compares with an archeological excavation 
site. Even if there is no apparent original order, you must be on the 
lookout for anything whether it is a handwritten note or a detached label. 
These are clues that could provide descriptive information to one 
particular record, and you risk losing that connection if you do not track 
everything's location. The first task of this project was grouping these 
record albums into collections of their own, but my fellow students and I 
needed to be mindful of the information we would later need for 
description.


“The teamwork was something else I enjoyed about this project. I worked 
with many of these students before on class projects, but it was inspiring 
to see our collective skills at work. The material we studied in class 
became real as we discussed how many collections there should be at 
the end and how did a certain record fit into one. Overall, this was a 
worthwhile experience that introduced me to the daunting task of archival 
processing by collaborating a new collection from scratch.”  

Adapted from February 16, 2017, MotorCities National Heritage Area media release: 

An educational project to commemorate a series of labor milestones and to promote local 
programs and events, Building the Engine: Auto and Labor, 1932-1937 recognizes a unique 
confluence of organized labor milestones in the communities of Detroit, Flint, and Lansing. 


With informative programs, publications and events, regional partners including the 
MotorCities National Heritage Area and the Michigan Labor History Society will be 
presenting the story of how these events laid the foundation for organized labor in the auto industry and 
beyond. 


Events being recognized as part of “Building the Engine,” include:


• 80th anniversary, 1936 Kelsey Hayes Sit-Down Strike – Dec. 14, 2016

• 80th anniversary, 1936-37 Flint Sit-Down Strike and first UAW-GM contract – Dec. 30, 2016-Feb. 11, 2017

• 85th anniversary, 1932 Ford Hunger March – March 7, 2017

• 80th anniversary, 1937 Battle of the Overpass – May 26, 2017

• 80th anniversary, 1937 Lansing Labor Holiday – June 7, 2017


The collective outcomes of these events created a sea change in the industrial workplace—the impacts of 
which are still felt today.  

Workstation for the AV processing 
project at the Walter P. Reuther 
Library.

Building the Engine:  
Auto and Labor, 1932-1937  
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“Workers who sat-in, struck, and then bargained the first auto contracts during the 1930s helped set the 
foundation for America’s middle class,” says David Elsila, Michigan Labor History Society and board member 
of the MotorCities National Heritage Area. “Today’s workers owe a big debt to these pioneers and we’re proud 
to recognize this history.”  Shawn Pomaville, executive director of MotorCities, said telling the story of 
southeast Michigan’s labor movement is a major component of MotorCities’ preservation and education 
agenda.


“These anniversaries give us the opportunity to focus on the key role that labor played in the automobile’s 
contribution to our economy and the middle class,” says Pomaville. 


Special publications, events, educational programming and more will be presented under the identity of 
Building the Engine, including a series of blog posts featured on the MotorCities website. For more information 
on Building the Engine, contact Austen Smith, MotorCities National Heritage Area Communications 
Coordinator (asmith@motorcities.org), or one of the local contacts listed below.  

Web resources: 
Building the Engine: motorcities.org/buildingtheengine

Michigan Labor History Society: mlhs.wayne.edu


Local contacts: 
Detroit: David Elsila, Michigan Labor History Society – davelsi@aol.com

Lansing: John Beck, Michigan State University – beckj@msu.edu

Flint: Greg Miller, Kettering University – gmiller1@kettering.edu


About MotorCities NHA: 
The MotorCities National Heritage Area Partnership is a nonprofit corporation affiliated with the National Park 
Service. Its mission is to preserve, interpret and promote the region’s rich automotive and labor heritage. 
Regional programs inspire residents and visitors with an appreciation for how the automobile changed 
Michigan, the nation, and the world. 


About Michigan Labor History Society: 
The mission of the Michigan Labor History Society encompasses the following:

• To foster interest, understanding, and research regarding the contributions made by working men and 

women of Michigan.

• To disseminate labor history information and to arouse public interest.

• To support the endeavors of professional archival institutions in Michigan.

• Our special projects are developed through the activities of several committees whose recommendations are 

subject to the review of the Board of Directors and approval of the membership.  

Battle of the Overpass, 1937 
(Courtesy of the Walter P. 
Reuther Library)

http://motorcities.org/buildingtheengine
http://mlhs.wayne.edu
mailto:davelsi@aol.com
mailto:beckj@msu.edu
mailto:gmiller1@kettering.edu
http://motorcities.org/
mailto:asmith@motorcities.org
http://motorcities.org/buildingtheengine
http://mlhs.wayne.edu
mailto:davelsi@aol.com
mailto:beckj@msu.edu
mailto:gmiller1@kettering.edu
http://motorcities.org/
mailto:asmith@motorcities.org
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Clarke Historical Library 
Central Michigan University 
250 Preston Street, 

Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48859

(989) 774-3352	 

Fax: (989) 774-2160

Email: clarke@cmich.edu 

Website: http://www.clarke.cmich.edu 

Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (open some Saturdays 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; check 
website for specific dates).  

Michigan Collections

Alaina Kiehl of MacDonald Public 
LIbrary in New Baltimore created a 
postcard to support 
#DigNewsBaltimore.

Megan Farrell recently joined the Clarke Historical Library at Central 
Michigan University. She will manage digitization, imaging programs, and 
staff, including reformatting, website and social media, data analytics, and 
the Michigan Digital Newspapers project. Farrell is a graduate of Wayne 
State University. She received archival training at the WSU’s Reuther 
Library, as well as the Smithsonian’s Archives of American Art. 


The 2017 DigMichNewsContest received a total of 6,839 postcards, of 
which 2,761 were handmade, and 25,136 tweets. This year’s 
DigMichNewsContest winner was L’Anse, which will have 12 reels of its 
microfilmed newspapers digitized by the Clarke. Utica was a close 
second. Other contenders were Leelanau, New Baltimore, and Oceana. 


Several hundred CMU students, faculty and staff, as well as some 
community members marched on campus to protest the Trump 
administration’s Muslim ban on January 31, 2017. The protest was very 
well planned and led by the CMU Muslim Student Association. This was 
quite a big deal on campus, second only to the Vietnam Moratorium, and 
was documented by the local and major southern Michigan media. 
Archivist Marian Matyn is collecting images, speeches, signs, news 
coverage, and other information to document the event.


In the Fall of 2012 during our film preservation project (see page 15 for 
article about this project), we found two unusual films shot outside the 
United States. They were two user copies of a film featuring a Korean 
orphanage, Mun San, that CMU students helped to support. The film, 
which is part of the CMU Film Collection, 1940, 1970, includes: scenes of 
a building; a sign/arch over a road; Korean children playing; the wood 
frame of a building being built; a pig eating; two children feeding a rabbit; 
children writing at a table; a woman making food; children eating at 
tables, children walking in lines outside, children singing while a woman is 
at a piano, and buildings.


A woman in the film named Joy, a Korean orphan who was later adopted 
by an American family, has helped the other orphans reconnect through 
social media. Joy contacted the Clarke via John Fierst, who in turn  

Still shot from films discovered in 
the CMU Clarke Historical Library 
of the Mun San Korean orphanage.  

mailto:clarke@cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
mailto:clarke@cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
http://www.clarke.cmich.edu
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contacted Professor Hope May. Through her work with the Center for International Ethics, May contacted 
the National Archives of Korea (NAK in South Korea).  Since the NAK does not have a copy of the film, Jen 
Bentley and Matyn are digitizing the film for the NAK. A future special event will be organized by the Center 
for International Ethics and the Clarke Historical Library to bring interested parties together at CMU.


Significantly, CMU was the first U.S. college to support a Korean orphanage. Beginning in 1962 students 
and staff voluntarily supported the Young Sen orphanage with approximately 70 children in Mun San, Korea. 
The idea was introduced in 1959 by Neil Kirwan. The orphanage was begun by Mrs. Kang Sa-Hyo in July 
1951, when she supported 20 children at her own expense. CMU also supported the Blessed Andrew Kim 
Orphanage on Penayong Island, operated by Fr. Edward Moffett of the Maryknoll Missionaries beginning in 
1969. The orphans and fundraising efforts are documented in CMU yearbooks from 1962 through 1974. The 
orphans also received support from CARE, the American-Korean Foundation, and the U.S. Armed Forces’ 
Assistance to Korea. One American, Harry Holt, implemented and coordinated the adoption of more than 
5,000 Korean War orphans into the U.S. He and his wife began a company called Holt International to 
facilitate international adoptions.


Three EIAJ half-inch black and white sound videotapes of major African American poets reciting their poetry 
at CMU on February 14, 1974 were digitized in January 2017 by Scene Savers into both .mp4 and .avi files. 
Two of the recordings document poets reciting their poetry in Warriner (now Plachta) Auditorium at CMU.  
Poets Herbert Woodward Martin, Etheridge Knight, Raymond R. Patterson, Mari Evans, and Dudley Randall 
all played important roles in the Black Arts Movement, which celebrated the concept of “Black is Beautiful.” 
A third recording documents Herbert Woodward Martin reciting his poetry and singing mostly African 
American spirituals in Bush Theatre’s Townsend Kiva. This recording suffers in several spots from film 
overlap and double images, but otherwise the recordings are in excellent condition. In addition to reading 
their works, the poets comment on social events and history, especially those affecting African Americans, 
life in prison, love, African American women housekeepers, slavery, Dafuskie Island in South Carolina (home 
of Gullah), and major African and African American leaders including: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, 
Patrice Lumumba, and Frederick Douglass. 


Randall founded the Broadside Press in Detroit, which published black authors and poets, and published at 
least some of the poems by each of the men. Except for a brief student newspaper notice of poetry as a 
part of Black History Month events on campus, there is no other extant documentation of these amazing 
poets on campus. Following cataloging, we hope to make at least part of the presentations available online. 


Submitted by Marian Matyn, Archivist

Still shots from films discovered in the CMU Clarke Historical Library of the Mun San Korean orphanage.  
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Grand Valley State University 
Special Collections & University Archives 
Seidman House

1 Campus Drive

Allendale, Michigan 49401-9403

(616) 331-2749

Email: collections@gvsu.edu

Website: http://www.gvsu.edu/

Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Hours vary during semester intersessions and summer.


Amidst Change, GVSU Special Collections & University Archives Welcomes Leigh Rupinski 
Grand Valley State University Libraries have experienced quite a bit of change in the past year. After both 
associate deans left the libraries to pursue deanships at other universities, the retirement of Dean Lee Van 
Orsdel, and the retirement of University Archivist Nancy Richard, the remaining professional staff in the Special 
Collections & University Archives department decided it was time to re-evaluate their mission and services. 
Responding to the University Libraries' strategic goals of better connecting its collections and services to the 
curricular and administrative needs of the university, the two archivist positions were revised. Annie Benefiel, 
then Assistant Archivist, was promoted to Archivist for Collection Management, and a newly written Archivist 
for Public Services & Community Engagement position was advertised. This change reflects the department's 
desire to dedicate more professional staff energy toward instruction and outreach activities, while still giving 
adequate professional oversight to the task of managing and maintaining a growing collection.


After a successful search, Leigh Rupinski joined the GVSU Special Collections & University Archives team in 
early February 2017. A Grand Rapids native, and Grand Valley alumna, Leigh was previously the College 
Archivist in the C. Elizabeth Boyd '33 Archives at Wilson College in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. She earned a 
MSI with specializations in Archives & Records Management and Preservation of Information from the 
University Of Michigan School Of Information in 2013. Leigh brings with her a passion for archival instruction 
and a deep interest in connecting undergraduates with history in engaging and exciting ways.


Submitted by Annie Benefiel, Archivist for Collection Management  

Michigan State University  
University Archives & Historical Collections 
Conrad Hall

888 Wilson Road, Room 101

East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1237

(517) 355-2330

Fax: (517) 353-9319

Email: archives@msu.edu

Website: archives.msu.edu

Blog: msuarchives.wordpress.com

Twitter feed: twitter.com/msuarchives/

Flickr feed: flickr.com/photos/msuarchives/

Digital exhibit: onthebanks.msu.edu

Facebook: facebook.com/MSUarchives

Hours: Monday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Wednesday closed


The Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections (UAHC) staff has been active with multiple 
large projects in early 2017.  

Type to enter text
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During the spring 2017 semester Outreach Archivist Megan Badgley Malone is teaching a freshman seminar 
class in the University Archives’ reading room.  The students in this one credit course will gain experience 
locating and implementing primary sources in research, while learning about the historical development of 
student life at Michigan State University.  


In “Collections” news, the Kresge Art Museum Collection was recently processed.  The 51-year-old campus art 
museum was closed in 2011 when the New Broad Museum of Art opened.   The Kresge Collection contains 
information on the various exhibitions that were presented over the years.  UAHC recently arranged to obtain 
the records of the East Lansing Food Co-Op.  ELFCO opened in 1976 and was the only health and organic 
grocery option in the Lansing area for many years.  In January, 2017 ELFCO announced its closing.  The 
Archives is also updating its collection management policies, revising the fee schedule, and writing a new 
security policy.


UAHC has been awarded an internal University grant to expand the scope of the “Documenting Diversity at 
MSU” program by developing an oral history platform to record the current and historical experiences and 
achievements of minority students, faculty, and staff. The project team will research the contributions and 
challenges of minorities, select and digitize historical material, work with the community to identify 
interviewees, conduct oral history interviews, and design and develop the expanded web presence. 


Our records management staff is proud to participate with the Mid-Michigan Chapter of ARMA International. 
Mid-Michigan ARMA works to provide records management education to the Michigan community. This 
spring, Mid-Michigan ARMA is excited to offer the first ever Certified Records Analyst (CRA) Workshop to 
assist prospective CRA candidates. This half-day workshop on Thursday, March 16 will provide an introduction 
and overview to the CRA examination process.  For additional information on this workshop, please visit 
www.midmichiganarma.org. 


The MSU Archives is pleased to announce the release of its Electronic Records Submission Tool (ERST) code. 
ERST was developed from the Tufts University TAPER (NHPRC grant) baseline. Core features include creating 
and managing Submission Agreements and handling electronic records Transfer Requests. We invite all 
interested parties to explore the following information to learn how to 
adapt it for your institution.  Help and FAQ information can be found at 
our http://submitrecords.archives.msu.edu website. The ERST code is 
available at https://gitlab.msu.edu/tdr/ERST_Open_Source. A short video 
presentation is available at https://goo.gl/e943Ko . Fast forward to the 
19:36 mark to begin with the ERST portion.  If you have any questions 
about this code, please direct them to the MSU Archives at 
archives@msu.edu.


Finally, over the holiday break UAHC was visited by a consultant (right).  
Ollie the Archives Consultant has submitted his assessment.  Overall we 
were found to be an exceptional archives, but we were dinged on our lack 
of soft spots to take a nap.  


Submitted by Whitney Miller, Archivist  

Ollie the Archives Consultant

http://archives.msu.edu/diversity/
http://www.midmichiganarma.org
http://submitrecords.archives.msu.edu
https://gitlab.msu.edu/tdr/ERST_Open_Source
https://goo.gl/e943Ko
mailto:archives@msu.edu
http://archives.msu.edu/diversity/
http://www.midmichiganarma.org
http://submitrecords.archives.msu.edu
https://gitlab.msu.edu/tdr/ERST_Open_Source
https://goo.gl/e943Ko
mailto:archives@msu.edu
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Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48202

(313) 577-4024

Email: reutherreference@wayne.edu

Website: reuther.wayne.edu

Facebook: facebook.com/reutherlib

HistoryPin: historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#

Instagram: instagram.com/reutherlibrary

Twitter: @ReutherLibrary

Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.


Collection News 
The Reuther Library has opened Detroit Commission on Community Relations (DCCR) / Human Rights 
Department Photographs and Other Material, a small collection of black and white photographic prints, 
negatives, and ephemera. The collection documents the commission's efforts to overcome racial 
discrimination and improve race relations in the Detroit metropolitan area, as well as ephemera related to the 
“March to Freedom” civil rights demonstration held in Detroit on June 23, 1963. The collection will be of 
particular interest for the inauspicious 50th anniversary of the 1967 Detroit Civil Unrest. Patrons must make an 
appointment with the Audiovisual Department prior to visiting to view the collection.


With more than 1600 processed 
collections comprising well over 
75,000 linear feet, sometimes even 
we forget the amazing things in our 
stacks. Recently Reuther staff have 
rediscovered the rich information 
contained in the Michigan 
Commission on Displaced Persons 
Records. The Commission was 
established by the Displaced 
Persons Act in 1949 and worked in 
conjunction with various non-profit 
groups and government agencies 
in resettling displaced persons and 
refugees from 1940s-1960s. 
Deposited in the archives in 1965, 
the collection contains 
administrative records, news 
clippings, and records about 
Mexican immigrants in Michigan 
harvesting sugar beets. The most 
interesting part of the collection are 
lists of displaced persons relocated 
to Michigan from war-ravaged 
Europe in the 1940s and refugees 
fleeing Communist regimes in 
central Europe in the 1950s. The 
lists include names, ages, family 
sizes, places of origin, occupations, 
and names of the ships they arrived 
on when fleeing to the United 
States. Digging into the collection  

Thousands rally against racial discrimination in downtown Detroit during the 
“Walk to Freedom” civil rights demonstration. Demonstrators carry signs that 
read " Fight for Freedom—Join the NAACP,' "Evers Died for You—Join the 
NAACP for Him," "3rd Congressional District Democrats," and "The UAW 
Supports President Kennedy's Civil Rights Program."

Type to enter text

mailto:reutherreference@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu
http://facebook.com/reutherlib
http://historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#
http://instagram.com/reutherlibrary
mailto:reutherreference@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu
http://facebook.com/reutherlib
http://historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#
http://instagram.com/reutherlibrary


SPRING 2017 OPEN ENTRY VOLUME 45 NUMBER 1

!28

a little bit further, the Interpreter Releases series 
contains large bound reference volumes with some 
of the most vitally important reports from the 
Federal government on immigration issues, 
including verbatim testimony, quota reports, refugee 
destinations across the United States, and changes 
in regulations over time. The Michigan Commission 
on Displaced Persons Records may be helpful for 
anyone interested in the history of immigration and 
refugees in America, and has received renewed 
attention from researchers under the country's 
current political climate.  


Events and Projects 
The Reuther Library hosted an opening reception 
on February 17 for the exhibition Chicana Fotos/
Nancy De Los Santos. An accomplished filmmaker 
whose credits as writer and producer include The 
Bronze Screen: 100 Years of the Latin Image in 
Hollywood Cinema and Selena, De Los Santos 
photographed in the 1970s Chicano Movement 
marches and rallies, farmworker mobilizations in 
Chicago and Texas, Latina organizing actions, and 
intimate pictures of daily Latina/o life in a period of 
radical social transformation. The exhibit includes 
rare photographs of United Farm Workers organizing activities in Chicago, the Texas Farmworker Pilgrimage of 
1977, the first International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico City in 1975, and related documents from the 
Reuther Library's United Farm Workers archival collections.


Chicana Fotos opened with a lunchtime gallery talk with De Los Santos and curator Maria Cotera, followed by 
an evening reception featuring a performance from Ballet Folklorico. The exhibition was designed in 
collaboration with University of Michigan professors Hannah Smotrich, Katie Rubin, and students in their 
museum exhibition design course at the Penny W. Stamps School of Art and Design. The exhibition was 
conceived and designed in collaboration with El Museo del Norte, the Chicana por mi Raza Digital Archive, the 
Penny Stamps School of Art and Design, and the Walter P. Reuther Library, with generous funding from the 
University of Michigan’s Third Century Initiative and the Penny Stamps School of Art and Design.


Chicana Fotos will be on display at the Reuther Library through April 14.


Submitted by Troy Eller English, Society of Women Engineers Archivist

Chicana Fotos first panel and Reuther Library Atrium.  
Exhibit open through April 14.

http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13635
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13635
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Annie Benefiel 

Six Questions for Annie Benefiel, 
Member-at-Large 
Q: Where do you work and how long have you been there? 

A: I work in the Special Collections & University Archives department of 
Grand Valley State University Libraries. I’ve been here since November 
2014, first as Assistant Archivist, and now as Archivist for Collection 
Management.


Q: What sorts of duties do you perform at your job? 

A: I coordinate all aspects of collection management for our 
department. We have special collections of regional historical interest 
as well as the university archives, and our materials include 
manuscripts, records, photographs, artworks, and audiovisual and 
digital media in a variety of formats. I manage transfers and storage, 
preservation, accessioning, processing, digitization, and metadata 
creation. I maintain our ArchivesSpace instance, as well as the Special 
Collections website. I also work closely with our director and public 
services archivist on collection development and donor relations. 
Special Collections & University Archives also participates in a number 
of collaborative digital partnerships, and I work with librarians from 
other departments to manage and maintain those collections and 
projects as well.


Q: Where did you grow up and where did you go to school? 

A: I grew up in central Indiana, near a town called Greenfield. For 
undergrad, I went to Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana. Then I 
went to Simmons GSLIS West, at the Mt. Holyoke College campus in 
Western Massachusetts for library school.


Q: Why were you interested in serving on the MAA Board? 

A: I’ve always appreciated how local and regional professional 
associations can reach an audience different from the big national 
organizations. Not everyone has funding to go to the big conferences. I 
think we can work together locally to learn from each other and share 
information and ideas about how to preserve the materials in our care

New Board Member Interview,  
Annie Benefiel  
With Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English, and Lindsay Hiltunen, 
Open Entry Editors 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com 


Editors’ note: In 2016 the MAA Board gained three new members: 
Annie Benefiel, Heidi Butler, and Lindsay Hiltunen.  As a way of 
introducing our Board members to MAA’s membership, we profile them 
in Open Entry.  Having heard from Heidi Butler and Lindsay Hiltunen in 
the Fall 2016 edition, we now hear from Annie Benefiel.  

http://www.gvsu.edu/library/specialcollections
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
http://www.gvsu.edu/library/specialcollections
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and make them available for research use. I’m happy to lend my voice to the leadership of MAA, and I hope 
that we can continue to grow our membership and share useful and relevant information and education to our 
archival colleagues across the state.


Q: What are your impressions of the Board so far? 

A: It’s a fun group. It’s clear that everyone on the Board is committed and involved in archival work and 
outreach on multiple levels. I’m also glad we have a variety of perspectives—not just archivists at academic 
institutions.


Q: What would you like to see accomplished in the next year? 
A: I hope we have a great conference in the spring—so far it’s shaping up well. I’d also love to see more of our 
membership getting involved in archival community service activities like Adopt-An-Archive, and see some 
reports about those projects in Open Entry. Personally, I’m looking forward to learning more about MAA’s role 
in fostering and strengthening the Michigan archival community.  

Adapted from the Historical Society of Michigan website 

The Historical Society of Michigan (HSM) is our state’s oldest cultural organization, founded in 1828 by 
territorial governor Lewis Cass and explorer Henry Schoolcraft. A nongovernmental nonprofit, the Society 
focuses on publications, conferences, education, awards and recognition programming, and support for local 
history organizations to preserve and promote Michigan’s rich history. HSM training opportunities help 
historical organizations and interested history advocates gain skills that can be applied in museums, 
organizations, and personal collections.


Workshops are held from 9 a.m. to noon (unless noted) at the Meijer Education Center at the Historical Society 
of Michigan in Lansing. Participants can now attend remotely through Zoom Video Communications and will 
be able to interact with the speaker and other attendees. Registration is $39 for HSM members, or those who 
represent institutional members of HSM. Registration for non-members is $79 and includes a one-year HSM 
Individual Level 1 (Basic) membership. For more information, including a complete list of workshops and their 
descriptions, please visit: http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops/ or call (800) 692-1828.


Selected HSM Workshops Relating to Archival Work, April - December, 2017 
• Friday May 5 - Byte-size Collections: Basic Digitizing of Collections, by Matthew Wilcox, Michigan State 

University

• Friday May 19 - Fund-raising to Friend-raising, by Chong-Anna Canfora, Historical Society of Michigan

• Friday June 2 - Fading Photos: How to Identify, Scan, Restore, and Archive Historical Photographs, by 

Robert Myers, Historical Society of Michigan

• Friday, July 21 - Taming the Chaos and Clutter: Collection Management for Small Museums, by Robert 

Myers, Historical Society of Michigan

• Friday August 4 - Open Arms: Diversity and Inclusion in Programming and Exhibits, by Donna Odom, Society 

of History and Racial Equity (SHARE)

• Friday September 15 - Archives 101, by Meghan Courtney, Wayne State University

• Friday September 29 - Telling Stories: Setting up an Oral History Project, by Daniel Clark, Oakland University

• Friday October 13 - Advanced Archives, by Alexandra Orchard, Wayne State University

• Friday October 27 - Exhibits on a Shoestring, Tammy Barnes, Tibbits Opera House

• Friday November 10 - Taking Oral Histories One Step Further, by Dean Rehberger, Michigan State University  

History Skills Workshops from the Historical 
Society of Michigan for 2017  

http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
http://www.hsmichigan.org/programs/workshops
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With Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English, and Lindsay Hiltunen, Open 
Entry Editors 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com 

Editors’ Note: We would like to recognize individuals who recently left the 
board after serving many years. In this issue of Open Entry, we are 
pleased to share the thoughtful reflections of Melinda McMartin Isler. 

Melinda McMartin Isler, University Archivist/Special Collections Librarian, 
Ferris State University 
Service on the MAA Board: 
2002 Joined MAA

2003-2012 Member-at-Large

2002-2003 Served on Program Committee, Annual Meeting, Mt. Pleasant 
& Midland, 2003

2003-2004 Co-chair, Program Committee, Annual Meeting, Traverse City, 
2004

2012-2013 Chair, Program Committee, Annual Meeting, Ann Arbor, 2013

2005-2014 Editor of MAA Website

2012-2014, Vice President

2014-2016, President


Q: When and why did you join Michigan Archival Association? 
A: When I moved to Michigan, I had previously been an active member of 
the Society of Ohio Archivists and served on their board. I found it was a 
great way to find out what was going on in a geographic region nearby. 


Q: How did you first became a member of MAA's board? 
A: As one of two institutions in the area when we had the conference at 
Central Michigan University in 2003, I was put on the local arrangements 
committee. Marian Matyn and William LeFevre strongly encouraged me to 
run for office.


Q: Why did you want to serve on MAA’s board? 
A: As an at-large board member for the Society of Ohio Archivists I had 
worked on the annual conference and initiatives to provide training to 
members. My bosses strongly encouraged this involvement as a lower-
cost way to be involved with the profession.


Q: You served continuously on the board from 2003, first as a Member-
at-Large, then as Vice President and President from 2012-2016. Can 
you share an insightful memory from leading the board? 
A: While I personally prefer to read print publications, I was involved in the 
process of switching Open Entry to a digital publication. Our final print 
edition was the first issue published after I became the president. Do not 
be afraid to make a major change if needed. If there is resistance to a 
proposal, that is not a bad thing. It means the membership cares and is 
paying attention. Concerns raised about institutional subscriptions and 
members without electronic access were important and solutions  

Melinda McMartin Isler, 2014

Former Board Member Interview,  
Melinda McMartin Isler  

mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
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to those problems needed to be found, but the costs of a paper publication were increasingly crowding out 
costs in other parts of the budget and it was important to continue to move in this direction. 


Q: As Editor of MAA’s website from 2005-2014, what advice would you give today’s website committee? 
A: Get help! At many points I was doing it by myself and that made it hard to get things updated. Switching to a 
blog allowed access to be broadened, and anything you can do to enable that without sacrificing either security 
or quality will make it a fuller site.  


Q: You also served on many Annual Meeting committees. Can you share a favorite memory of conference 
programming or local arrangements? 
A: The most successful session proposals I was involved with on the Annual Meeting committee were the ones 
relating to ArchivesSpace. This was not a case of just personal interest, as the sessions (which we had 
strategically scheduled as the last session of the conference) always drew a large crowd. It was also my only 
experience with a session topic that had not one but two sequels because it affected so many of our members. 
For a second story, I was at the meeting on Mackinac Island in June 2014. As always, there was an unofficial 
get-together after the official reception. That year we happened to be doing it at a pool. While not too many 
braved the waters, a large number showed up to socialize and play euchre. My husband, who generally does not 
attend MAA meetings, showed up for the event. At the end he commented, “That was not what I expected from 
a bunch of archivists. They are actually cool, and not a bunch of old people.” He was surprised. As a group we 
are diverse, skilled in our field, and breaking stereotypes everyday!


Q: What is the best advice you’ve received from a fellow board member? 
A: Do more listening than talking. You will get more done.


Q: What is the most memorable feedback you’ve received from MAA members? 
A: Have less chairs at receptions to encourage more interaction. 


Q: What is your fondest memory of serving on the MAA board? 
A: My fondest memories involve the connections I have made with other board members. In winter 2010, I 
showed up at the MAA board meeting at the State Archives in Lansing. I was not expecting a surprise baby 
shower to be part of the agenda.


In my early years when Marcus Robyns was on the board, he would teleconference in. He would move the 
camera or bring in a snowball to prove it was snowing during an October meeting, or leave signs for us. It always 
kept the meeting fun. (For a photo of Marcus attending a board meeting in this way, see page 11, Open Entry 
Spring 2004.)  I also really enjoyed the Beaver Island meeting when outgoing President Whitney Miller won the 
stuffed beaver in the silent auction. That was better than any present the board was able to come up with. (For a 
photo of Whitney with the stuffed beaver when it was the conference mascot, see page 3, Open Entry, Spring 
2011)


Q: Tell us something about you that most MAA members do not know? 
A: While fully versed in how to do the genealogical charts and helping patrons with a Ferris connection, I do not 
have a lot of interest in doing genealogy on my personal background. I am adopted and generally use that as my 
explanation why I haven’t done an investigation. However, I received an AncestryDNA kit and found out what I 
always suspected. As an infant adopted in central Minnesota, I really am from the British Isle and am of 
Scandinavian descent! But it’s nice to have a DNA test to prove it. 


Q: What is your advice for today’s board members? 
A: Learn more about the membership. At the conferences sit down next to people you don’t know and ask them 
who they are and why they are here. Find out about them first and then let them know you are a board member 
and there to help.


Q: Do you play Euchre? 
A: Anyone growing up in a certain geographic region, such as Northeastern Indiana, cannot graduate from high 
school without playing euchre. One day we had a junior class field trip from Ft. Wayne down to Indianapolis. We 
got stuck in a horrible traffic jam on I-69 that turned a 1.5 hour trip into about 4.5 hours. That was when I realized 
I am not a true euchre fan. After about 3 hours I was bored, and after the trip was over I gave it up. I definitely 
would not have made it all the way up to Marquette on the bus if I’d been an MAA member at that time. I will still 
play poker though.  

https://miarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/maa-open-entry-2004-spring-apr-1.pdf
https://miarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/2011-01-spring_maa_oe_final_online_with_letter.pdf
https://miarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/maa-open-entry-2004-spring-apr-1.pdf
https://miarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/2011-01-spring_maa_oe_final_online_with_letter.pdf
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With Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English, and Lindsay Hiltunen, Open 
Entry Editors 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com 

Editors’ Note: We would like to recognize individuals who recently left the 
board after serving many years. In this issue of Open Entry, we are 
pleased to share the thoughtful reflections of Susan Panak. 

Susan Panak, Acquisitions/University Archivist, Hugh and Edna White 
Library, Spring Arbor University
Service on the MAA Board: 
2001 Joined MAA

2007-2008, Member-at-Large

2008 Program Committee, including Fundraising Chair, Annual Meeting, 
Mackinaw City, Spring 2008

2008-2011, Secretary

2009 Chair, Local Arrangements Committee, Annual Meeting, Marshall, 
Spring 2009

2011-2016, Treasurer


Q: When and why did you join Michigan Archival Association? 
A: I joined MAA at the encouragement of my library director. I had just 
received a lone arranger archives position and needed training.


Q: How did you first become a member of MAA's board? 
A: I first became a member of the MAA Board when I was asked to run for 
an open board member position. I was elected and moved myself up the 
chain of command. 


Q: Why did you want to serve on MAA’s board? 
A: I wanted to serve on the MAA board to give back to the organization 
and also to connect on a more regular basis with other professional 
archivists.


Q: Your board service included being a Member-at-Large from 
2007-2008, Secretary from 2008-2011, and Treasurer from 2011-2016. 
Can you share a fun memory of being a board member during that 
time? 
A: I have a lot of great memories that I choose not to share at this time.

 

Q: Your service also included the Program Committee for the Annual 
Meeting on Mackinaw Island during 2008 and as Chair of the Local 
Arrangements Committee for the Annual Meeting in Marshall during 
2009. In addition, as Treasurer from 2011 to 2016, you've been an 
integral part of planning all the Annual Meetings. Can you share an 
insightful memory of conference programming?  

Susan Panak, 2009

Former Board Member Interview,  
Susan Panak  

mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
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A: Programming is always a challenge; even though the committee is always being proactive to prevent 
problems, there will always be those unknown situations. My best memory for Mackinac Island is that while my 
husband was trying to schedule a fishing charter, the man asked if we would pick up his daughter’s puppy 
from southern Michigan and deliver it to him. My best memory from Marshall was when Amy Reimann told 
William LeFevre and Geoff Reynolds to stop talking about Beaver Island and present a feasibility plan to the 
Board. They presented and the conference on Beaver Island materialized.  (For the review and photos of the 
Beaver Island annual meeting, see pages 12-15, Open Entry Fall 2011.)


Q: What is the best advice you’ve received from a fellow board member? 
A: Very early on a board member had shared with me his “secret” to flattening rolled photographs, the 
humidification chamber. I have used this many times over the years.  Also, doing what is best for your archives 
may not always be textbook.  


Q: What is the most memorable feedback you’ve received from MAA members? 
A: Conference destinations. Being a transplant to Michigan, the annual conferences were a great way to 
explore this beautiful state and I fall more in love with it each year!


Q: What is your fondest memory of serving on the MAA board? 
A: For several years I was able to carpool with someone from a larger institution to and from the meetings. The 
archival discussions were great since their repository was so unique.


Q: Tell us something about you that most MAA members do not know? 
A: I am from Cleveland, Ohio, am a Cavs and Indians fan, and am a quilter. I moved to Michigan due to my 
husband’s job transfer. Also, more recently, Dave and I got a puppy, Maisie Grace, named after Maisie Dobbs.

 

Q: What is your advice for today’s board members? 
A: Be transparent and communicate often.


Q: Do you play Euchre? 
A: Yes, I honed my euchre playing skills on the bus to the Annual Meeting in Marquette, and then back again. I 
did not play Euchre until I moved to Michigan.  

SAVE THE DATE!

MAA Annual Meeting


in Traverse City

Wednesday-Friday

June 14 - 16, 2017

https://miarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/2011-02-fall_maa_openentry_final_online.pdf
https://miarchivists.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/2011-02-fall_maa_openentry_final_online.pdf
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Compiled by Troy Eller English, Society of Women Engineers Archivist, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne 
State University 

In the early hours of July 23, 1967, 
Detroit police raided a "blind pig" 
establishment on 12th street, 
arresting 82 African American 
party-goers. Outraged by the rough 
treatment of those arrested, a 
bystander threw a brick at a police 
cruiser. Someone smashed a store 
window. Looting and arson soon 
followed, beginning five days of 
chaos and a caustic legacy known 
in the community and by scholars 
variously as the 1967 Detroit 
"Uprising," "Riot," "Rebellion," or 
"Civil Unrest." 


The 1967 Civil Unrest was the 
culmination of decades of racial 
animosity compounded by 
systemic institutional racism that 
herded Black Detroiters into 
segregated neighborhoods with 
severely substandard housing, 
denied them decent employment 
and educational opportunities, and 
pitted them against an unsympathetic police force that often crossed the line into brutality. This was not the 
first time Black Detroiters rebelled against these forces; there was an earlier race riot in 1943, and by the 1960s 
community leaders and organizations such as the Detroit Commission on Community Relations warned that 
racial tensions in the city were due to erupt. Still, the city was wholly unprepared for the violence and disorder 
wrought during the Civil Unrest, which continued until July 27 when the National Guard restored a fragile calm 
to the city. Property damage totaled more than an estimated 50 million dollars, with 2,509 stores burned or 
looted and 388 families displaced by the fires. More than 465 people were injured and 43 lost their lives, 
including a 4-year old girl. 7,231 people were arrested, but few were prosecuted due to lack of resources.    
The 1967 Civil Unrest hastened "white flight" to the Detroit suburbs and encouraged residents of all races to 
retreat into their prejudices, leaving indelible physical and psychological marks on the city that are still 
witnessed today.


Numerous cultural institutions in Midtown Detroit and across Southeastern Michigan are marking the 50th 
anniversary of the 1967 Detroit Civil Unrest with exhibits, programming, and collaborations documenting and 
analyzing Detroit's longstanding racial tensions, the events of 1967 themselves, and ways the community, city 
government, and civic institutions have worked to learn and grow from 1967 in the intervening years.


Notably, the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation committed $682,000 to seven organizations to promote 
dialog about the causes and legacy of the 1967 uprising. Big City Films received support for Summer '67, a 
documentary trilogy (summer67.bigcityfilms.com/). The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 
received a grant to support a series of exhibitions, performance art and a memorial fence to gather Detroiters’  

Detroit, 1967: Marking the 50th Anniversary 
of the Detroit Civil Unrest

12th Street descends into chaos on the first day of the civil unrest of 1967.  
At rear, center, the blind pig, whose raid by police officers sparked the 
conflict, can be seen behind the Economy Printing sign.  Taken July 23, 1967 
by a staff photographer of The Detroit News.  (Image ID 318)

http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/8034
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/8034
http://summer67.bigcityfilms.com/
http://summer67.bigcityfilms.com/
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reflections (thewright.org). The Detroit Public Theater was awarded a grant for a mobile production of “Detroit 
’67,” a play by native Detroiter Dominique Morisseau about a brother and sister who find themselves caught up 
in the uprising (detroitpublictheatre.org). The Residential College in the Arts and Humanities at Michigan State 
University received a grant to bring together oral history, theater, poetry, and dance in "AFTER/LIFE," a new 
production developed by Lisa Biggs telling the overlooked stories of women and girls involved in the 1967 
Detroit unrest (rcah.msu.edu/). The Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit received a grant for “Sonic Rebellion: 
Music as Resistance,” a large-scale exhibition examining connections between Detroit's music and visual arts 
scene and its political history (https://www.facebook.com/MOCADetroit/posts/10156071657827228).


The Detroit Institute of Arts was awarded a Knight Foundation grant to collect unedited archival films and 
crowd-sourced home movies documenting the events and consequences of the 1967 Civil Unrest, in 
partnership with the Detroit Free Press, the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, the Walter 
P. Reuther Library and the Prelinger Archives. The DIA's Detroit Film Theater has been presenting ongoing, 
weekly public screenings of these films since January 2017 (dia.org). Some of the footage was used in 12th 
and Clairmount, a documentary produced by the Detroit Free Press in collaboration with Bridge magazine and 
WXYZ-TV (Channel 7), which debuted at the Freep Film Festival on March 30.


The Detroit Historical Society (https://detroithistorical.org) was awarded a Knight Foundation grant in support 
of “Detroit 67: Looking Back to Move Forward,” a multi-year community engagement project and exhibition. 
The Oral and Written History Project is collecting stories and accounts from participants, witnesses, and those 
otherwise impacted by the civil unrest. In June the Detroit Historical Museum will open an exhibition exploring 
the complex factors that precipitated the 1967 Civil Unrest, the week of chaos, and the progress and setbacks 
Detroit has faced since then, challenging, "the community to use what we have learned in the past 100+ years 
to help create a future for Detroit filled with unparalleled promise and opportunity," (detroit67.org). Wayne State 
University Press is publishing a companion book to the exhibition, Detroit 1967: Origins, Impacts, Legacies, 
edited by Joel Stone, with a foreword by Thomas J. Sugrue  (wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/detroit-1967).


The Walter P. Reuther Library (http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13611) was awarded a Humanities Grant from the 
Michigan Humanities Council for 12th Street, Detroit, 1967: Employment, Housing, Policing, and Race 
Relations in Evidence, an exhibit drawing from the Reuther's extensive collections documenting the events that 
unfolded in Detroit during the summer of 1967, as well as the city's social, economic, and political landscape 
before and after the violence. The exhibit will be installed in the Reuther Library’s atrium April 27, and will be 
accompanied by a web exhibit and document sets for use in K-12 classrooms. Through the presentation of 
primary sources, the physical and online exhibits will offer an opportunity for analysis, interpretation, and 
discussion of issues such as racial inequality, law and politics, economic distress, and urban development. 
Viewers will be encouraged to use creative and critical thinking as tools for examining how Detroit's past 
impacts its current climate and future possibilities.  Digitized photographs in the Reuther Library’s collection 
relating to the Detroit Civil Unrest can be viewed at http://reuther.wayne.edu/search/node/1967+civil+unrest.


Look for these events and more on the calendars for Detroit '67 (detroit1967.org/events-calendar/) and 
CultureSource (http://bit.ly/2o8RdA5).  

National guardsman Gary Ciko of Hamtramck watches 
for snipers as buildings burn on Linwood Street, Detroit, 
Michigan. Taken July 1967 by Detroit Free Press 
photographer, Tony Spina, who later noted "Bottles and 
rocks were being thrown from rooftops and windows. As 
I edged along the buildings to avoid flying debris, I 
captured this young National Guardsman's look and 
stance, so expressive of the event's tension and fear. 
This became my lead photograph for the story. It was 
used all over the world and was part of the entry that 
won the Pulitzer Prize for the Free Press.”  (Image ID 353)

http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/6735
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/6735
http://thewright.org
http://detroitpublictheatre.org
http://rcah.msu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/MOCADetroit/posts/10156071657827228
http://dia.org
http://freepfilmfestival.com/2017-films/
https://detroithistorical.org
http://detroit67.org
http://wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/detroit-1967
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13611
http://reuther.wayne.edu/search/node/1967+civil+unrest
http://detroit1967.org/events-calendar/
http://bit.ly/2o8RdA5
http://thewright.org
http://detroitpublictheatre.org
http://rcah.msu.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/MOCADetroit/posts/10156071657827228
http://dia.org
http://freepfilmfestival.com/2017-films/
https://detroithistorical.org
http://detroit67.org
http://wsupress.wayne.edu/books/detail/detroit-1967
http://reuther.wayne.edu/node/13611
http://reuther.wayne.edu/search/node/1967+civil+unrest
http://detroit1967.org/events-calendar/
http://bit.ly/2o8RdA5
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The Henry Ford Hospital’s Time as U.S. Army Hospital No. 36  
By Julia Pope, Senior Archivist, the Henry Ford Health System 

The Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit first opened in 1915, not long after World War I began. However, when the 
United States joined the war in 1917, so many staff joined the war efforts that by the summer of 1918 the 
hospital was forced to shut down, as too few people remained to operate it properly. By the fall of that year, 
with the war winding down and soldiers beginning to return home, there was a great need for facilities to care 
for the wounded and sick as they recovered. With the Detroit hospital standing empty, Henry Ford offered to 
rent it to the U.S. government for a symbolic payment of one dollar a year.


On October 26, 1918, the Henry Ford Hospital was temporarily transferred to the control of the U. S. Army, to 
be known as U.S. Army Hospital No. 36. Lt. Colonel Alexander T. Cooper was placed in charge of the facility, 
which still required considerable construction and renovation, and the first patients arrived on November 25, 
1918. Photos from the time show large wards with rows of beds, capable of providing care for up to 1,500 
soldiers at a time. During its existence, over 2,000 injured or ill soldiers would pass through the hospital, 
without a single death.


The hospital provided not only medical care and physiotherapy for the soldiers, but also offered an Educational 
Service staffed by 54 teachers who gave patients instruction in crafts and skills ranging from weaving to 
automobile repair. Sports were popular, with a baseball diamond laid out on the northwest section of the 
hospital grounds and a volleyball court on the roof. Cooper later wrote that “the good accomplished in morale 
more than offset the broken window panes.” Entertainment included frequent dances, theater tickets to local 
shows, victrolas and pianos, and vaudeville performances each Friday. A hospital band provided music, and 
the Knights of Columbus donated a 
pool table for the solarium. Some 
of the patients and staff published 
a weekly newsletter, the Detroit 
Azuwer—the title coming from the 
familiar military command, “As you 
were.” Available for five cents an 
issue, the newsletter was made by 
some “more or less experienced 
newspaper men.” Other services 
included a library, post office, 
telephone switchboard, and 
information desk. 


By the end of the summer of 1919, 
the Army prepared to return the 
hospital to Henry Ford and the  

City of Detroit. The hospital          
re-opened to civilian patients on 
November 4, 1919.  

Henry Ford Hospital as U.S. Army Hospital No. 36, Detroit, 1918 or 1919.  

World War I in Michigan Archives  
During 2017, the centennial commemoration of the First World War continues. Many repositories hold 
collections related to this conflict.  If you have information about your World War I-related collections, exhibits, 
or commemorations, please let us know by emailing OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.  

http://OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
http://OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
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Other World War I Collections in Michigan Archives 

Materials in the Conrad Lam Archives of the Henry Ford Health System 
pertaining to World War I include: a collection of photographs of the 
hospital during its time as U.S Army Hospital No. 36, both of facilities 
and of patients and staff; the collections of several Henry Ford Hospital 
physicians who served in World War I, including Dr. Frank Sladen (who 
wrote an unpublished memoir that includes recollections of the war 
years), Dr. Roy McClure, Dr. F. Janney Smith, and Dr. Jean Paul Pratt; 
one issue of the Detroit Azuwer from February 1919; and several copies 
of the Thirty-Six Review, a publication put out to commemorate the 
hospital upon its return to civilian hands. In particular, the Thirty-Six 
Review contains an excellent record of the staff and activities of the 
army hospital from 1918–1919.


For further information about any of these materials, please contact 
lamarchives@hfhs.org.  

Above: Dr. F. Janney Smith in his 
World War I uniform, 1918. Dr. 
Smith was the second physician 
hired at Henry Ford Hospital, in 
1915, and was stationed at Camp 
Lee, Virginia, during the war.   Left: 
Patients seated outside U.S. Army 
Hospital No. 36, Detroit, 1919.

Grand Valley State University 
Special Collections and University Archives 
The Murmur and the Roar, posted December 2016

 https://gvsuspecialcollections.wordpress.com/2016/12/06/the-murmur-and-the-roar/ 

The Henry Ford, Benson Ford Research Center 
Ford Ambulances for the Red Cross, posted March 20, 2017

https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/ford-ambulances-for-the-red-cross/ 

Women in Industry and at Home in WWI, posted March 17, 2017

https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/women-in-industry-and-at-home-in-wwi  

Saved by Model T’s, posted February 23, 2017 
https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/archive/2017/2/

Women in War Posters, posted March 14, 2014 

https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/women-in-war-posters/  


https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/ford-ambulances-for-the-red-cross/
https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/women-in-industry-and-at-home-in-wwi
https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/archive/2017/2/
https://www.thehenryford.org/explore/blog/women-in-war-posters/
mailto:lamarchives@hfhs.org
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The Editors of Open Entry are pleased to welcome Lindsay Hiltunen to our MAA editorial team!  Lindsay is the 
University Archivist at the Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical 
Collections.

We are gratified by the response to our call for submissions to the Spring Open Entry newsletter. Your input has 
produced a wonderful issue.  We hope that our readers enjoy the articles and news as much as we did while 
preparing the newsletter.

Our MAA President, Rebecca Bizonet, ably places our organization’s activities and accomplishments in 
perspective (page 4), committee updates appear on pages 7-8, and our Annual Meeting committee members 
(page 5) have been hard at work on the logistics, programs, and tours, so be sure to read the preview article for 
our Traverse City Annual Meeting on pages 11-12. 

In this issue we have interviews with former and new Board members (pages 29-34), an article by the 
scholarship recipient to the 2016 Annual Meeting in East Lansing (page 12), and numerous “Archivists in the 
News,” items (page 14), including our past Open Entry Editor, Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, who appeared on the 
Jeopardy! television show. 

Our exciting feature articles cover “Reel Michigan: A Film Project in the Clarke Historical Library” (pages 15-18), 
“Building the Engine: Auto and Labor, 1932-1937” (pages 21-22), “Collaborative Audiovisual Archiving at the 
Reuther: A Follow-Up” (pages 20-21), “First Harvest of the Michigan Service Hub” (page 19), and “Detroit, 1967: 
Marking the 50th Anniversary of the Detroit Civil Unrest” (pages 35-36). 

To find out about repository news, see “Michigan Collections” starting on page 23, and “World War I in Michigan 
Archives” (pages 37-38). 

In addition, we have our “Calendar“ on page 13 and our “Mystery Photo” on page 40.

Planning for the Fall Open Entry newsletter is already underway with a September 15, 2017, deadline. If you 
have an article in the works, or just couldn't get it in for the Spring deadline, send it to us now and have your 
Summer free of at least one professional deadline, OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.

Your Open Entry Editors, Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English, Lindsay Hiltunen  

Editors’ Note 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.  

Lindsay Hiltunen, Troy Eller English, Cynthia Read Miller 

mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
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Submitted by Mary 
Navarre, OP, Director of 
Archives, Dominican 
Sisters, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan 

What is going on in this photo? 

Hint: This photo came from a family 
member of one of the sisters, now 

deceased, who grew up 
in the Saginaw/Bay City/
Midland area. Could the 
jeep in the background 
be from the Korean War? 

Mystery Photo 
Send your thoughts to 
OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.  We’ll run your 
answers in the Fall 2017 Open Entry.  

Courtesy of the Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor 
and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University (Image ID 15708).

Answer for Fall 2016 Mystery Photo:
“Boy Scouts, Explorer Post 227 at 
stone quarry in Trenton, 1962” 
Submitted by Troy Eller English, Walter P. Reuther 
Library, Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne 
State University. 

The original photograph is a color transparency 
identified as “Boy Scouts, Explorer Post 227 at 
stone quarry in Trenton, 1962”.  It is part of The 
Detroit News Photograph Collection of the Walter P. 
Reuther Library, Wayne State University, Detroit, 
Michigan.  It has been digitized and is available 
online from the Wayne State Digital Library, Virtual 
Motor City,  
https://digital.library.wayne.edu/digitalcollections/
item?id=wayne:vmc15708.  

https://digital.library.wayne.edu/digitalcollections/item?id=wayne:vmc15708
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=
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