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President’s Letter  

Welcome autumn, and all the activity it brings! For many 
archivists, fall is the start of “the new year”—certainly for those 
working in academic institutions, but for many of the rest of us 
as well—signifying the importance of education at all levels in 
our society, professionally and personally. Michigan Archival 
Association strives to be a part of the education of Michigan’s 
archivists, current and future, through our conferences, 
workshops, platforms for knowledge exchange, and networking 
opportunities.


The Michigan Archival Association Executive Board had its first 
meeting of MAA’s “new year” in early October, setting the Local 
Arrangements Committee and getting other planning underway 
for our 2018 Annual Meeting in Bay City. Shortly after the Board 
meeting, a call was issued for volunteers to serve on the 
Program Committee, and that call was answered resoundingly 
by our members—with such success, in fact, that we asked 
some of you to serve in on other committees still in need of 
volunteers. Thank you to all our fantastic, service-oriented 
members! Look for updates on the 2018 Annual Meeting, as well 
as MAA’s other programs and activities, over the weeks and 
months ahead.


MAA again sponsored the Fall workshops and meeting of the 
Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners, as it has done over the past 
few years for our Fall workshop. Numerous attendees gathered 
at the Library of Michigan in Lansing on October 19 and 20 to 
learn about and discuss audio digitization; web archiving; project 
management; outreach; equity, diversity, and inclusion in 
descriptive metadata; and other important topics. I attended and 
came away better educated, informed, and inspired. 


This is also the time for the publication of our biannual 
newsletter, Open Entry, one of MAA’s most important means of 
communication with its members, along with our website, 
listserv, and Facebook page. But communication is a two-way 
street. If you have ideas or other information you wish to share 
with MAA leadership, or you would like to become more involved 
in the growth and direction of MAA, please contact us, either 
through one of our communication channels or by directly 
contacting any member of our Board (see page 5). 


I want to once again thank the rest of the MAA Board, MAA’s 
active committee chairs, committee members, the editors of 
Open Entry, other volunteers, and all of MAA’s members. It is you 
who make this organization what it is. Thank you! 


Rebecca Bizonet

President, MAA  

Rebecca Bizonet

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association
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Heidi Butler 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2019)

Your MAA Board 
Members for      
Fall 2017

Rebecca 
Bizonet  
President 
(2016-2018)

Nicole Garrett 
Smeltekop     
Vice President/
President-Elect 
(2016-2018/2020) 
& Acting 
Conference 
Coordinator 

Stefanie Caloia 
Secretary 
(2017-2019) 

Walter P. Reuther Library, 

Wayne State University

5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, MI 48202

(313) 577-9437  SCaloia@wayne.edu 

Lauren 
Arnsman 
Treasurer 
(2017-2019)

Megan Badgley 
Malone 
Member-at-
Large 
(2017-2020)

Annie Benefiel 
Member-at-
Large 
(2017-2020)

ProQuest

789 E. Eisenhower Parkway, 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

(734) 707-2072  cevaskis@gmail.com 

Christiane 
Evaskis-
Garrett 
Member-at-
Large 
(2015-2018)

Lindsay 
Hiltunen 
Member-at-
Large 
(2016-2019)

Brian Wilson 
Member-at-
Large 
(2015-2018)

The Henry Ford, Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn, MI 48124 
(313) 982-6100x2293  brianw@thehenryford.org 

Get involved in MAA: 

• Volunteer for a 

committee! (See page 7)

• Contact a committee 

chair or a Board 
member today!


Private Collection

rbizonet@gmail.com 

Michigan State University Libraries

366 W. Circle Drive, Room W108C

East Lansing, MI 48824

(517) 884-0818  nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu 

Berkley Public Library 

lauren.reile@gmail.com  

Capital Area District Libraries, Forest Parke 
Library & Archives (Local History)  
401 S. Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933  
(517) 367-6313 butlerh@cadl.org  

Michigan Technological University Archives 
and Copper Country Historical Collections,  
1400 Townsend Dr., Houghton, MI 49931  
(906) 487-3209  lehalkol@mtu.edu 

Grand Valley State University 
Special Collections & University Archives 
1 Campus Dr., Allendale, MI 49401 
(616) 331-8727 benefiea@gvsu.edu 

Michigan State University Archives & Historical 
Collections, 888 Wilson Rd., Conrad Hall, Room 
101, East Lansing, MI 48824 
(517) 355-2330  badgle10@msu.edu  

Your Name 
Here? 
Conference 
Coordinator 
(2016-2018) ?

We still need a Conference 
Coordinator. Volunteer Today!  
Contact Nicole Smeltekop, 
nicole@lib.msu.edu 

mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:SCaloia@wayne.edu
mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
mailto:SCaloia@wayne.edu
mailto:nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu?subject=
mailto:lehalkol@mtu.edu
mailto:nicole@lib.msu.edu
mailto:nicole@lib.msu.edu
mailto:butlerh@cadl.org
mailto:badgle10@msu.edu
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:nicole@mail.lib.msu.edu?subject=
mailto:badgle10@msu.edu
mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
mailto:butlerh@cadl.org
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:lauren.reile@gmail.com
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:lauren.reile@gmail.com
mailto:benefiea@gvsu.edu
mailto:benefiea@gvsu.edu
mailto:lehalkol@mtu.edu
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News from Your Board of Directors 
For more information on the Michigan Archival Association Board, 
go to http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/ or see page 5 for contact information.  

Board Members Elections Report

Elections for new Board members of the Michigan Archival Association were held at the MAA Business 
Meeting during this year’s MAA Annual Meeting in Traverse City, Michigan, on Friday, June 16, 2017. The 
following are the results:


• Secretary, Stefanie Caloia (2017-2019)

• Treasurer, Lauren Arnsman (2017-2019)

• Member-at-Large, Annie Benefiel (2017-2020)

• Member-at-Large, Megan Malone (2017-2020)


We are still looking for a Conference Coordinator! For more information on that position or on the Michigan 
Archival Association Board, please visit the Board section of the website. 


Submitted by the 2017 MAA Nominating Committee: Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, Richard Adler, Robin 
Derminer, and Amber Clement  

Scholarship Committee News

It was another successful year for the Marilyn McNitt Memorial Scholarship.  The scholarship honors Marilyn 
McNitt, an archivist at the University of Michigan’s Bentley Historical Library for twenty-five years.  Her 
commitment to researchers and students was an inspiration to fellow MAA members, and she left an indelible 
mark on the organization. The 2017 scholarship committee, Karen Jania, Richard Adler, Brian Wilson and Sarah 
Roberts, had many fine entries to select from for this year’s scholarship.  Mark Prindiville of Wayne State 
University School of Information Sciences Graduate School, was selected as the recipient to attend the 
meeting in Traverse City.  (See his article on page 18.)


After seven years of service, Sarah Roberts is passing the scholarship committee leadership in 2018 to Brian 
Wilson.  Megan Malone, Karen Jania and Richard Adler will work on the committee with Brian.


Applications for the Marilyn McNitt Memorial Scholarship to attend the 2018 meeting in Bay City, on June 
14-15, can be submitted until early spring 2018.  The scholarship covers two nights lodging, a $250 stipend, 
and meeting registration.  Contact Brian Wilson at brianw@thehenryford.org for more information or an 
application form.


Submitted by Sarah Roberts, Acquisitions Archivist, Michigan State University Archives & Historical Collections 
and Chair, MAA Scholarships and Grants Committee.  

MAA Mission Statement 

Adopted at the Business Meeting, Traverse City Annual Meeting, June 16, 2017:


Michigan Archival Association supports the community of organizations and individuals who care for the state’s 
materials of cultural heritage and the documentary record through communication and education, and seeks to 
foster a collaborative and inclusive professional network.  

https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
https://miarchivists.wordpress.com/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
http://miarchivists.wordpress.com/board/
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MAA Committees (2017-2018)
Annual Meeting Committee: 
Nicole Smeltekop, nicole@lib.msu.edu (Chair and 
Conference Coordinator)

Elizabeth Clemens, elizabeth.clemens@wayne.edu 

     Program Subcommittee 

• Caitlin Brennecke, cait.brennecke@gmail.com  
(Co-chair)


• Megan Badgley Malone badgle10@msu.edu 
(Co-chair)


• Jamie Kramer 

• Paul Neirink

• Elizabeth Nicholson 


     Local Arrangements Subcommittee 
• Tim Murray, timoth.murray@yahoo.com (Chair)

• Don Comtois (Saginaw River Marine Hist Soc) 

• Emily Radlinski (Bay County Hist Soc)


     Auction Subcommittee 
• Lindsay Hiltunen, lehalkol@mtu.edu (Chair)

• Meredith Bishop, fz0483@wayne.edu 


Audit Committee (for Treasurer records) 
• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com (Chair)


Board Manual Revision 2017-2018 (Ad Hoc) 
Annie Benefiel, benefiea@gvsu.edu 

Nominating Committee (not yet formed)  

Fundraising Committee 
Rebecca Bizonet, rbizonet@gmail.com (Chair)

Nicole Smeltekop, nicole@lib.msu.edu 

Communications Committee 
• Brian Wilson, brianw@thehenryford.org  

• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, cevaskis@gmail.com 

• Ed Busch, buschedw@campusad.msu.edu  

• Lindsay Hiltunen (Open Entry liaison), 

lehalkol@mtu.edu

Online Membership Services Task Force (Ad Hoc) 
• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, cevaskis@gmail.com 

• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com 


Outreach Committee (Ad Hoc) 
• Lauren Arnsman, lauren.reile@gmail.com 

• Christiane Evaskis-Garrett, cevaskis@gmail.com  


Scholarship and Grants Committee (Ad Hoc) 
• Brian Wilson, brianw@thehenryford.org (Chair)

• Richard Adler, rcadler@umich.edu 

• Megan Badgley Malone, badgle10@msu.edu 

• Marian Matyn, matyn1mj@cmich.edu  


Survey Committee 
• Heidi Butler, butlerh@cadl.org 

• Rebecca Bizonet, rbizonet@gmail.com 

• Carol Vandenberg, cvandenberg230@gmail.com 

• Annie Benefiel benefiea@gvsu.edu  

MAA Fall Workshop

Michigan Archival Association sponsored the Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners (MMDP) workshop on October 
19, 2017 at the Library of Michigan in Lansing, Michigan.  The first session, “Digitization of Magnetic Audio 
Tape,” was led by Matthew Wilcox. The second session, “Web Archiving,” was led by Dallas Pillen.


In addition, MMDP held a meeting on October 20.  You can find more information about MMDP on the MAA 
Fall Workshop page or on the MMDP website. 


Adapted from the MAA Fall Workshop website page, viewed September 9, 2017.

Communications Committee Update

In addition to Open Entry, which is published twice annually, the Michigan Archival Association has a number 
of additional communications channels. Our website, miarchivists.wordpress.com, is updated regularly with 
announcements and reports, and serves as the repository of MAA's newsletters and annual meeting programs.


MAA's Facebook page can be found at: www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Archival-Association.

For instructions to subscribe to MAA’s listserv see: miarchivists.wordpress.com/links/.

Finally, we now livestream our Board Meetings so that any interested party can listen in. Join us from PC, Mac, 
iOS or Android: https://msu.zoom.us/j/395372615 or join by phone:


+1 646 558 8656 or +1 408 638 0968 US Toll. 

We post reminders before each meeting along with the login information.


For questions on how to distribute information on our website, Facebook, or listserv, contact Brian Wilson 
(brianw@thehenryford.org), Christiane Evaskis-Garrett (christiane.Evaskis@proquest.com), or Ed Busch 
(buschedw@msu.edu).


Submitted by your helpful Communications Committee!  

Get involved in MAA: Volunteer for a committee!  

mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
mailto:nicole@lib.msu.edu
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
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mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:lauren.reile@gmail.com
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mailto:cevaskis@gmail.com
mailto:brianw@thehenryford.org
mailto:rcadler@umich.edu
mailto:badgle10@msu.edu
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mailto:rbizonet@gmail.com
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The MAA Board and Membership give a hearty “Thank You!” to 
departing board members Karen Jania and Linda Skolarus.  We are 
greatly indebted to you for the valuable service that you have given 
Michigan Archival Association.


Karen Jania, who retired in June 2016 from her position as Reference 
Archivist at the Bentley Historical Library at the University of Michigan, 
has been a member of MAA since 1998 and served most recently as 
Member-at-Large from 2012 until June 2017. Karen previously served as 
MAA’s President from 2006 to 2008, Vice President from 2004 to 2006 
and Member-at-Large from 2000 to 2003. She served on the Nominating 
Committee in 2011; on the Scholarship and Grants Committee from 
2013 to 2016; and on the Annual Meeting committees for Marquette, 
Spring 2002, Ann Arbor, Spring 2013, Mackinac Island, Spring 2014, 
and Traverse City Spring 2017. In addition, Karen has been a most 
energetic conference photographer and provided hundreds of photos 
documenting our annual meetings over many years.


Linda Skolarus served as Conference Coordinator from June 2015 until 
June 2017. Linda is a Reference Archivist/Librarian at the Benson Ford 
Research Center of The Henry Ford. A member of MAA since 2015, 
during her board tenure she ably led the successful Annual Meetings in 
East Lansing and Traverse City. Prior to her election to the MAA Board, 
Linda had served as President and also as Hospitality Chair for the 
Southeast Michigan Chapter of the Special Libraries Association at 
different times between 2002 and 2005.  

Thank You for Your Service!  

Karen Jania, 2015 

Linda Skolarus, Traverse City, 2017

During Michigan History Day in Bay City on April 29, 2017, the following 
students won “Best Entry in Use of Primary Sources” awards sponsored by 
the Michigan Archival Association:

Youth 
“From Little to Red to X: Taking a Stand,” by Taye Bradford, Kazoo School, 
Kalamazoo

Junior 
“Bravery Against Slavery: The Stono Rebellion's Fight For Freedom” by 
Samantha Conkling and Maya Gates, Eastern Middle School, Ada

Senior 
“Dr. Seuss: A Man with a Plan” by Sarah Kenkel, Vikram Lakshmanan, 
Megan Sun, Samhita Surapaneni, and Makena Torrey, Bloomfield Hills High 
School, Bloomfield Hills


Excerpted from the Historical Society of Michigan website, Press, May 1, 2017 and

 pdf with names of the winners.  

HSM Michigan History Day Winners 2017:  
MAA Primary Sources Awards  

http://www.hsmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2017-MICHIGAN-HISTORY-DAY-STATE-CHAMPIONS-ANNOUNCED.pdf
http://www.hsmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/MICHIGAN-HISTORY-DAY-STATE-CHAMPIONS-2017.pdf
http://www.hsmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2017-MICHIGAN-HISTORY-DAY-STATE-CHAMPIONS-ANNOUNCED.pdf
http://www.hsmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/MICHIGAN-HISTORY-DAY-STATE-CHAMPIONS-2017.pdf
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The Archivist As An Executor  

By Thomas P. Nanzig, Retired from ProQuest and former MAA Board Member (served as President, 
1998-2000, Vice-President, 1996-1998, Secretary, 2004-2006, and Member-at-Large, 1994-1996)  

Coincidental to my retirement on July 5, 2016, my mother, who was in her mid 90s, began showing signs of 
frail health.  Within a week of my retirement, she moved from her condominium into a full care living facility in 
Grand Rapids. With all the time available to me that was necessary to assist her, I was able to drive over from 
Ann Arbor as needed.  Mom insisted that some of that time be spent putting her paperwork, finances and 
records in order so that, with her eventual passing, we five sons and our families would not be caught 
unprepared.


Little did I think when I retired that I would be using my archival training and skills so soon as executor for her 
estate, so I took our discussions very seriously.  Of utmost importance was the location of legal papers 
designating power of attorney, the existence of an updated and accurately drawn document of health care 
preferences, and, of course, Mom’s last will and testament.  


All three documents were found to be in order and I kept them together in a portable file, easily carried and 
available at a moment’s notice.  The power of attorney was most helpful when Mom could no longer write 
checks to pay her bills. I was able to work with her bank quickly and efficiently to get another set of checks 
printed that included my name as power of attorney.  


Portable file in hand, I contacted Mom’s investment counselor and tax accountant, neither of whom I had ever 
met. The investment counselor supplied me with up-to-date records of stocks, bonds and certificates of 
deposit.  Because the values fluctuated on a daily basis and, even more so as a result of the mercurial 
Presidential election that was fast 
approaching, I prepared to liquidate 
these assets at a moment’s notice to 
preserve their value upon Mom’s 
passing. 


The visit with Mom’s tax accountant 
was much less fraught with financial 
risk.  He provided me with her 2015 
tax year statement as well as the 
income documents that she had 
provided to him.  The benefit in this 
visit was in seeing what kind of 
documents I needed to gather from 
Mom’s home files for the 2016 tax 
year.


Finally, again with portable file in 
hand, a casual visit with the 
condominium manager provided me 
with an outline of my responsibilities 
when the time arrived to sell my 
mother’s condominium unit.  We were 
fortunate, in some respects, that the 
condominium association was 

Photograph of the author, Tom Nanzig, taken during the MAA Annual 
Meeting on Mackinac Island, June 2014, by Karen Jania.  
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required to act as the sales agent of the unit as soon as it was available for sale. I was able to acquire 
guidelines for vacating the unit as well as specifics regarding the appraised value of the unit and compensation 
upon sale to a new occupant.  


When Mom died in late September 2016, her preparations left us much better prepared for our loss than we 
could have imagined.  In addition to encouraging me to collect and organize her financial and property records, 
she wrote her own obituary, composed a free verse poem to be read at her funeral, and selected about a half 
dozen songs to be sung at her funeral Mass, with copies of all items collected in our portable files. I’ll never 
forget what she told me when she saw that I had each document ready for our parish priest: “Now all you boys 
have to do is to show up at the church with your families and behave yourselves!”


Of course, as the estate executor, I found that my labors were only just beginning with Mom’s passing.  But at 
least I was prepared.  I obtained 15 death certificates from our family funeral director and used most of them 
as I visited health care facilities, the bank, the investment firm, the tax accountant, the condominium manager 
and a number of other related agencies in order to document my mother’s passing.  There were organizational 
memberships to end, subscriptions to cease and mail to have forwarded to my home address as well as many 
other tasks to complete.  


Finally, not counting the disposition of books, furniture, family photos, and heirlooms, there were boxes and 
boxes of family financial documents to review for retention or destruction. In addition, my late father had been 
in medical practice for over 40 years.  He had, of necessity, retained a few old patient records as well as stacks 
of unused pharmaceutical prescription forms when he had closed his practice. All of these medical documents 
plus the family financial papers that I de-accessioned required shredding to protect the family and the public. 
At about $1.00 per pound, the delivery of fifty pounds of documents to a local shipping and shredding firm was 
a safe and satisfactory solution. I have labeled and placed in archival boxes the remainder of our family 
documents so they are safely stored until a family genealogist asks me to pull them from their shelves.


As I reflect on the experiences of closing Mom’s estate during the past year, neither can I overlook the 
kindness and patience of so many people with whom I dealt, nor will I forget the phrase that so often greeted 
me as I opened my portable files to fulfill a request:


“You really came prepared!  You have all the documents we need right here!”  Of course; I’m an archivist!  

MAC Seeks Nominations for  
Presidents’ Award  
By Aprille Cooke McKay, Michigan representative on MAC's Presidents' Award Committee and 
Assistant Director for University Archives and Records Management, Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan 

The MAC Presidents’ Award was established in 1986 as a means for MAC to recognize significant 
contributions to the archival profession by individuals, institutions, and organizations not directly involved in 
archival work but knowledgeable about its purpose and value. A committee comprising the three most recent 
past presidents of MAC chooses recipients based on nominations submitted by committees in each of the 13 
states in the MAC region. Each state committee may put forward only one nomination per year. As many as 
three awards may be presented each year. Recipients are invited to attend the Members’ Meeting held at 
MAC’s Annual Meeting to receive their awards. To nominate someone, please complete the nomination form 
on the MAC website and address it to the Michigan representative, Aprille McKay (aprille@umich.edu) no later 
than January 31, 2018.  The nomination form and a list of the award's past recipients can be found on the 
MAC website. For additional information about the award and guidelines, please contact Ellen Swain: 
eswain@illinois.edu.  

mailto:aprille@umich.edu
http://www.midwestarchives.org/presidents-award
mailto:eswain@illinois.edu
mailto:aprille@umich.edu
http://www.midwestarchives.org/presidents-award
mailto:eswain@illinois.edu
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By Danae Dracht, MLIS, Digital Archivist, Research Library & 
Archives, Detroit Institute of Arts.  
Presented at MAA Annual Meeting Poster Session in Traverse City, 
June 2017. 

An Introduction to the Museum  
The Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) holds an encyclopedic art collection 
illuminating 8,000 years of human culture across six continents. Written 
records exist for nearly all 65,000 objects held at the DIA and are as 
important to the humanities as the artworks they complement and 
describe. The museum’s 13,100 square-foot Research Library & 
Archives (RL&A) houses these documents, which date back to 1883—
two years prior to the DIA’s 1885 incorporation. 


The historical records preserved in the DIA archives are significant to 
the context of the museum and the City of Detroit—and the records’ 
sustainability has been just as unpredictable as its shared fiscal 
environment. Other entities within the DIA’s environment, such as the 
City of Detroit, the city’s suburbs, and the State of Michigan, are 
interrelated with the museum’s financial instability; the most recent 
being the City of Detroit’s 2013 bankruptcy.


The DIA and the 2013 City of Detroit Bankruptcy 
This was the largest municipal bankruptcy filing in U.S. history by debt, 
estimated at $18 billion, and also by population, over 700,000 
residents.


The DIA was the city’s most valuable asset. Following the bankruptcy 
filing, creditors asked for the sale of DIA art. During bankruptcy 
proceedings, the DIA’s historic records helped save the museum. The 
documents showed that the majority of the museum’s holdings came 
from non-City of Detroit support. These records were used extensively 
during the approval of a financial agreement that would come to be 
known as the “Grand Bargain” to allow Detroit to emerge from 
bankruptcy and transfer ownership of the museum’s art collection and 
building to the DIA. 


Post-Bankruptcy  
Following Detroit’s bankruptcy and its resolution, the museum has 
better financial stability than at any other time in its modern history. 
With financial stability and a bankruptcy behind it, the DIA has resumed 
its commitment to its archival activities.


Moving Forward Post Crisis with a Revitalized Appreciation for the 
Museum Archives: the Foundation Project Funded by the NEH 
In 2015, the DIA proposed a National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) Humanities Collections and Reference Resources Foundations 
(HCRR Foundations) grant that began in June 2016 to establish 

Capturing the Current Scope:  
A Holdings Survey Initiative at the Detroit Institute of Arts’ 
Research Library and Archives  

Rivera Court, the Detroit Institute of 
Arts -Courtesy of the DIA.

The Detroit News headline, July 19, 
2013. Courtesy of The Detroit News.
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intellectual control of its archives. The proposal entailed a holdings 
survey and assessment of the physical state and humanities value of 
unprocessed archival collections held at the DIA. Six objectives were 
proposed in the HCRR Foundations grant application. 

They were to: 


1. Capture the current scope of materials housed in the Archives,

2. Analyze and evaluate the humanities content, 

3. Improve control over the collection, 

4. Assess unprocessed materials against updated records retention 

schedules, 

5. Identify preservation issues, and 

6. Recommend next steps towards improving access to the Archives 

and stewardship of these important materials.


Methods and Research Design 
We adapted the collection survey methodology formulated by the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP) for amassing and tracking our 
findings. Using peer-reviewed literature as a reference, we defined the 
range of the survey, terms, and ranking criteria to use throughout 
surveying process for creating the final summary document, which 
served as the baseline for the advisory team members. 


Phase One: Paper-Based Materials (June-December 2016) 
The HSP method uses a combination of qualitative and quantitative 
measures to assess archival holdings on a collection level. We adopted 
and modified the survey method to some degree to fit our particular 
needs. 


Survey labels applied to individual 
boxes to reference at a glance.

Research Objective 
The purpose of this case study is 
to review the methodologies put 
in place and results for 
conducting a yearlong holdings 
survey of the Detroit Institute of 
Arts’ archival materials.


Research Questions 
R1. How did the Library structure 
the holdings survey to capture 
and assess collected 
information? 

R2. What are the results of the 
survey based on the applied 
criteria?

R3. What are the Library’s future 
projects to promote and enhance 
its collections?



FALL 2017 OPEN ENTRY VOLUME 45 NUMBER 2

!13

For the purposes of the survey, FileMaker Pro was the most practical 
software solution for aggregating surveyed information:

• Library: 710 cubic feet 

• Archives: 2,052 cubic feet

• Warehouse: 2,252 cubic feet

• Other: 896 cubic feet

• Total: 5,945 cubic feet


Phase Two: Audiovisual Materials (January-June 2017) 
The team found twenty different AV formats totaling 4,700 records and 
aggregated 3,895 AV records in FileMaker Pro (67% audio, 33% video).


Intellectual Value Ratings 
The Project Team supplied a selected group of advisors with a rubric 
for determining intellectual value and asked each to provide informed 
opinions ranking collections 1-5. 


Results 
The Intellectual Value rating was comprised of two different 
evaluations. First, the current research value of a given collection. 
Second, the informational richness or breadth and depth of the 
collection. 


These two evaluations were considered and weighed separately before 
being merged to come up with a single numerical ranking for the 
collection’s Intellectual Value rating on a 1-5 scale:

• 1 - None

• 2 - Limited

• 3 - Pertinent

• 4 - High

• 5 - Unique


Design layout for FileMaker Pro 
computer database.

Brittany Forth (left) and Kathleen 
Carbone (right), MLIS graduate 

students, Wayne State University.

Practicum Student 
Engagement: 
• 18 credits, 405 hours

• 4 graduate practicum students

• 2 undergraduate practicum 

students

Audiovisual format types held in the museum archives.
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Of the paper-based collections:

• 41% are processed

• 10% of unprocessed collections have low processing ranking based 

on intellectual value and condition

• 13% of unprocessed collections will not require processing based on 

the scope of their materials


With the outcomes of these rankings, the project team was able to 
organize a list of collections that scored low on the disposition rankings 
and high on the intellectual value rankings for prioritizing future 
processing and digitization goals. The RL&A staff will include these 
results from the survey into a proposal for the NHPRC implementation 
grant to raise enough funds to accomplish the planned objectives.


The survey also identified the following collection conditions:

Housing quality:  
6% Poor

52% Fair

23% Good

19% Excellent


Physical access:  
1% No access

13% Poor

47% Fair

39% Good 

5% Excellent 


Next Steps 
RL&A staff will use the survey results to improve collections-level 
access and overall quality control, including:

• Language for digital preservation policy

• Prioritize preservation needs

• Inform workflows

• Create foundation for a future digitization project

• Improve description and access

• Provide sufficient documentation for new preservation issues

• Establish legal rights

• Identify obsolete AV formats


Collection-level Intellectual Value 
totals.

Advisory Team Members 
1. Elizabeth Clemens 

(Audiovisual Archivist, Wayne 
State University)


2. Grace Raso (Documentary 
Filmmaker)


3. James Hanks (Archivist, DIA 
Research Library & Archives)


4. Jeffrey Abt (Art Historian, 
Author)


5. Lawrence Baranski (Director, 
DIA Public Programming)


6. Maria Ketcham (Director, DIA 
Research Library & Archives) 


7. Rudy Lauerman (Manager, 
DIA Public Programming)


8. Yao-Fen You (Associate 
Curator, DIA Curatorial – 
European Art)

Intellectual access:  
4% Terrible

24% Poor 

41% Fair

31% Good 

4% Excellent


Physical quality: 
9% Poor

53% Fair

30% Good

7% Excellent  Summary: 

• Archives inventory,           
1979: 25 pages


• Updated Archives inventory, 
2017: 145 pages




FALL 2017 OPEN ENTRY VOLUME 45 NUMBER 2

!15

By Heidi Butler, Local History Specialist, Capital Area District Libraries 

The Local History department at the Capital Area District Libraries (CADL) posted online a collection of nearly 
17,000 photographs of homes in the city of Lansing in August 2017. The collection came from the City 
Assessor’s office and had been transferred to the library sometime before the formation of the district library 
system in 1998. No accession paperwork or other records were found to give background on the materials, but 
they were clearly a treasure, documenting many demolished homes and providing evidence of the changes 
that happen to properties over the years. Most of the photographs date from the early 1960s and complement 
two large collections of real estate material and other house research resources in the Local History 
department.


This collection, which had been scanned off and on over many years by library volunteers and staff, finally 
reached completion in the summer of 2017. Like many other digitized collections, it was posted to the library’s 
Local History Online database (managed in PastPerfect), and announced on Facebook and Twitter with the 
usual expectation for slight interest from some library users. However, news of the collection’s availability was 
picked up and shared to many neighborhood groups, 
beginning with Lansing’s Westside. Someone at the 
Lansing State Journal happened to locate his own 
house in the collection, which then led to an 
interview by the paper’s #LoveLansing reporter. The 
day her article went online, CADL’s Local History 
department averaged one request every two minutes 
for a photograph of a home. At least two radio 
stations covered the collection as well.


While the initial excitement has slowed, the public’s 
response to the project has led the Local History 
department to a review its priorities for digitization. 
As a result, the smaller of the two real estate 
collections will likely go online sooner, and when it 
does the Local History department will be more 
prepared for a similar reaction.


Lansing State Journal article:

http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/
2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-
homes-now-online/544603001/?
cookies=&from=global

Long-Term Impact 
Essentially, the work of the project team contributes to the promotion, impact and value of the DIA archival 
collections as they relate to research in a variety of disciplines. Additionally, the project team can now synthesize 
the results of the holdings survey with the input of the Advisory Team. The combined intelligence will inform the 
descriptions on the thematic areas within the Archives, including their relevance to the humanities, and can 
continue to strengthen the physical and intellectual control over the collection. The RL&A has further tested and 
can confirm that the survey methodology developed by the HSP is highly successful. We will be applying the 
databases created through this project to our daily procedures for ready reference and archival access. This 
work has shaped strategies for future appraisal, processing, and collection management. It has also helped the 
DIA more fully understand the prevalence of unmet preservation challenges. The 2016/17 NEH Holdings Survey 
was the first holdings survey conducted in the DIA’s known history and serves as the foundation for future 
initiatives in the Archives.  

Lansing City Assessor Photos Now Online  

Photograph identified as “FPLA/CADL City of Lansing 
Assessor Photographs, 109 N. Clemens St.”  

http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2017/08/08/nearly-17-000-photos-old-lansing-homes-now-online/544603001/?cookies=&from=global
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By Rebecca Bizonet, President, MAA, and Project Archivist, Private 
Collection 

On June 14-16, 2017, Michigan Archival Association held its annual 
meeting in vibrant, scenic Traverse City. 


The site for the Annual Meeting was the historic Park Place Hotel in 
downtown Traverse City. Eighty-three Annual Meeting attendees (one 
of MAA’s highest attendance figures!) converged in Traverse City for 
professional education, networking, and fun.


A June 14 pre-conference workshop led by Stacy Nowicki, Library 
Director at Kalamazoo College, and held at the Traverse City Area 
District Library, took attendees through the steps of writing effective 
grants. We hope that many are able to apply their newfound knowledge 
resulting in winning grants!


Departing slightly from tradition, the attendee reception was held just 
prior to the start of the conference, on Wednesday evening, rather than 
the usual Thursday. But this break from the ordinary did not deter the 
attendees, who enjoyed delicious hors d’oeuvres and magnificent 
views of Grand Traverse Bay from the Top of the Park Ballroom on the 
penthouse level of the Park Place Hotel.


As in past years, the program offered a blend of local history and 
professional education, with a focus on applied technology. Some of 
the many informative and relevant sessions included Thursday’s 
“Documenting Detroit and Recording Michigan Memories,” which 
looked at state-, repository-, and individually-led efforts to capture and 
enrich Michigan’s historic record beyond the “official” narrative, and an 
account of the Detroit Institute of Arts’ successful response to the 
threat of losing its art treasures during the city of Detroit’s bankruptcy in 
“Dedicated by the People: the DIA during the City of Detroit 
Bankruptcy.”  Friday brought a look at innovative practices in 
digitization on demand in “Digitize and Deliver: Digitization for 
Immediate Access,” and a focus on the cultural and historical 
repositories of Northern Michigan in “Shipwrecks, Jails, & Musical 
Instruments: Collecting and Curating in Northern Michigan Historical 
Museums and Archives,” among other valuable sessions.


Keynote speaker Stef Staley, Executive Director of the Grand Traverse 
Lighthouse Museum, kept the audience rapt during Thursday’s 
luncheon as she described the secret aircraft carrier program and naval 
pilot training that took place on Lake Michigan during World War II, 
using historic images to support her storytelling.


On Friday, MAA held its Business Meeting and election. The measure 
adopting a mission statement for MAA was approved, as was the 

A “Vintage Time” in Traverse City: 
MAA Annual Meeting, June 14-16, 2017  

Thank You Donors! 
The Michigan Archival 
Association would like to thank 
the following institutions, 
companies, and individuals for 
their support of and donations 
toward the June 2017 Annual 
Meeting in Traverse City. Your 
generosity ensured the success 
of our Annual Meeting and for 
the continued funding of our 
Scholarship and Grants program:


Institutions and Companies 
• Cherry Republic

• Dennos Museum, 

Northwestern Michigan College

• Friends of the Michigan Tech 

Library

• GLG Print/Great Lakes 

Graphics, Inc., Jackson

• Ilitch Holdings, Inc.

• John S. Haeussler, Author

• Michigan Technological 

University Archives

• William Sproule, Author

• The Henry Ford


Individuals 
• Annie Benefiel

• Rebecca Bizonet

• Meghan Courtney

• Lorraine Eaton

• Anne Harrison

• Lindsay Hiltunen

• Karen Jania

• Jonathan Kirkwood

• Nikki Magie

• Lisa Phillips

• Judith Salerno

• Linda Skolarus

• Gavin Strassel

• Ann Swaney

• Brian Wilson  
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mission statement itself (see page 6). One new Member-at-Large was 
elected to the MAA Board, Megan Malone, and three returning 
members were re-elected: Member-at-Large Annie Benefiel, Secretary 
Stefanie Caloia, and Treasurer Lauren Arnsman. We said goodbye to 
departing members Karen Jania, who has worn many hats within the 
organization over the years, and Conference Coordinator Linda 
Skolarus, who worked hard to make the Traverse City meeting a 
resounding success—especially heroic work in light of the Board’s 
numbers being thinned due to the maternity-related absences of two 
officers. (Congratulations go out to Nicole Smeltekop and Stefanie 
Caloia on their “recent accessions” of bundles of joy!) President 
Rebecca Bizonet also acknowledged the committee chairs and 
members who contributed to the Annual Meeting’s success.


Following the Business Meeting, MAA held its annual Silent Auction. 
(Items had been on preview throughout the conference in a separate 
room, and owing to site logistics, Auction Committee members 
valiantly hoisted and schlepped the items ten stories up to the meeting 
room for final display and distribution. A new feature this year was a 
web display of the auction items, to further entice bidders.) In total, 
$685 was raised through winning auction bids and donations in 
support of MAA’s scholarship and grants program, which includes 
special awards at Michigan History Day and the Marilyn McNitt 
Memorial Scholarship. Hearty thanks go out to all of the bidders on and 
donors of auction items and funds!


After Thursday’s program sessions, two tours offered participants a 
deeper dive into Traverse City history. A walking tour of the downtown 
highlighted architectural gems and city history, and a visit to the Music 
House Museum gave visitors close-up views—and mini-concert 
performances—of rare and historic automated musical devices.


Following the winding down of Friday’s sessions, some 15 attendees 
took part in a post-conference tour of four Traverse City-area wineries, 
which included wine tastings and scenic views of vineyards and the 
Old Mission Peninsula, as well as a relaxing break amidst the lavender 
fields and herb gardens at one of the wineries.


Planning is already well underway for the coming year’s Annual Meeting 
in another maritime destination: beautiful Bay City. The 2018 
conference will be taking place June 14-15, 2018 (see page 39). Mark 
your calendars now. Anchors aweigh!


A Gigantic 
THANK YOU! goes 
out to all who 
made the Traverse 
City meeting a 
fabulous success!!  
• For Photos of these 

committee members SEE 
below or pages noted 

We so appreciate all the Board 
and MAA members who 
volunteered to assist with the 
many tasks leading up to and 
during the Annual Meeting, as 
well as the program, poster, and 
tour presenters and chairs who 
delivered the great content! 


Annual Meeting Committee, 
2016-2017:  
Linda Skolarus (p.8)

Elizabeth Clemens (below)

     Program Subcommittee


• Caitlin Brennecke (below)

• Melinda Isler (below)

• Karen Jania (p.8) 

• Marian Matyn (p.19)

• Nicole Smeltekop (p.5)


     Local Arrangements 
     Subcommittee


• Lauren Arnsman (p.5)

• Amy Barritt (below)

• Ann Swaney (below)


     Auction Subcommittee

• Rebecca Bizonet (p.5)

• Lindsay Hiltunen (p.5)  

Amy BarrittAnn SwaneyCaitlin Brennecke Melinda Isler Elizabeth Clemens
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Scholarship Recipient, Annual Meeting in 
Traverse City, 2017  
By Mark Prindiville, Archives Technician, Walter P. Reuther Library, 
Wayne State University and MLIS Candidate, School of Information 
Sciences, Wayne State University 

April 24 seemed like any other ordinary Monday for the Winter 2017 
semester. I got home from my overnight work shift around 8:30 in the 
morning, I slept until it was close to dinnertime, and after dinner planned to 
check on the plethora of emails I had missed throughout the day. Little was 
I aware, however, of the message that awaited me when I stumbled out of 
bed: “On behalf of the Michigan Archival Association, I am writing to award 
you the 2017 Marilyn McNitt Memorial Scholarship to attend the MAA 
Annual meeting in Traverse City, Michigan.” I was taken aback and found 
myself more excited by the minute. This might have been one of the better 
Mondays of the winter semester. There I was, dreading the impending 
summer semester knowing it will be my last, still stressing over the 
tightened budget to pay for my final class. Suddenly, relief swept over me 
with this email. Not to mention, I was finally set to return to beautiful 
Traverse City.


While I can say that the entire conference made a wonderful impression on 
me, there were several moments that really stood out. The Thursday 
session, “Documenting Detroit and Recording Michigan Memories,” was 
insightful on the ongoing projects surrounding the city, including 
retrospectives on the 1967 rebellion. During lunch, after being wowed by 
the view of Grand Traverse Bay, I was fascinated with keynote speaker Stef Staley’s presentation on “Secret 
Naval Operations in Grand Traverse Bay during WWII.” Another remarkable moment occurred during the 
session, “Local Repositories to the Rescue! The Archives of Michigan Regional Repositories Program,” in 
which three well-known directors came together to discuss their repositories and the responsibilities they hold 
in collecting state materials. The heads of Central Michigan University, Northern Michigan University, and 
Western Michigan University were not only a delight in their banter and bickering over their repositories, but I 
was able to find a sense of relief in the type of conversation and humor that often may not be found in a 
standard conference presentation.


One of the most important parts of the conference was being able to reconnect with former colleagues and to 
create new networks, and this certainly gave me an opportunity to branch out and meet some characters. I 
was pleased to connect with colleagues old and new during the poster presentation on the final day of the 
conference. It was interesting to see what different projects were taking place around Michigan, and wonderful 
to hear where some of my current friends and former colleagues are in their ventures. I was also able to 
connect with a few wonderful people on both days during the lunch sessions, including during my 
unanticipated thank you “speech” on the final day.


Overall, I was thoroughly impressed with MAA’s annual conference and will continue to be grateful for the 
opportunity to join some of the best in Michigan’s archival institutions. Not only did I feel like this was a 
wonderful learning experience for me in getting to know the different people and projects throughout the state, 
but I also saw this as an opportunity for me to experience my first archives-related conference. I can safely say 
that I felt extremely comfortable and that I can definitely see myself taking part in a future annual meeting on 
whatever project I might be spearheading. I very much look forward to more meetings with MAA and I am 
thankful for the opportunity to attend this past meeting.  

Mark Prindiville
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Richard Fidler, session presenter, “Icarus in Michigan?   
The Best of the Grand Traverse Journal.”

Jeremy Evans, session presenter, “Assets and 
Aggravations in Accessions.”

Marian Matyn and Jennifer Bentley, session presenters, 
“And the Reel Rolls on: Concluding the Clarke Historical 

Library's Film Project with Channel 9 &10 News.”

Mark Harvey, session presenter, “Documenting Detroit 
and Recording Michigan Memories.”

Marian J. Krzyzowski, session presenter, “Documenting 
Detroit and Recording Michigan Memories.”

Activities on 
Thursday, 
June 15, 2017 
MAA Annual 
Meeting in 
Traverse City

Maria Ketcham, session presenter, “Dedicated by the 
People: the DIA during the City of Detroit Bankruptcy.”

Sister Beverly Bobola, OP, 
Adrian Dominican Sisters, at 

the Registration Table.

Networking at the coffee break.
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Activities on 
Thursday, 
June 15, 2017 
MAA Annual 
Meeting in 
Traverse City

Enjoying the luncheon at theTop of the Park Ballroom in 
the Park Place Hotel.

Sarah Roberts and Jennie Russell, MSU Archives 
colleagues, at the luncheon.

          Frank Boles (left), Clarke Historical   
Library, at the luncheon.

Jonathan Kirkwood, session presenter, “Local 
Repositories to the Rescue: The Archives of Michigan 

Regional Repository Program.”

Frank Boles, Jonathan Kirkwood, and Marcus Robyns, 
session presenters, “Local Repositories to the Rescue: 

The Archives of Michigan Regional Repository Program.”

Park Place Hotel Lobby after the luncheon.

Afternoon activities included the 
Downtown Walking Tour (left and above), 

the Music House Museum Tour, and 
visiting the Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive at 

the Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore (right).

Stef Staley, keynote speaker, 
“Secret Naval Operations in 
Grand Traverse Bay during 

World War II.”
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Activities on 
Friday,    
June 16, 2017 
MAA Annual 
Meeting in 
Traverse City

Rebecca Bizonet, MAA 
President, leading the 

Business Meeting.

Examples of generously donated goodies for MAA’s 
Silent Auction fundraising event.

Alexandrea Penn discusses her Poster, “Rehousing 
Photographs” (see her article on pages 25-26).

Bruce Ahlich brought examples of automated 
musical devices for his presentation during 

“Shipwrecks, Jails, & Musical Instruments: Northern 
Michigan Historical Museums and Archives.”

Bonnie Scheele, session presenter, 
“Hidden Treasures: The Value of 

Local Records.”

Cynthia Simpson, session 
presenter, “Cultivating 

Connections.”

A successful Annual Meeting ends with gathering 
name badge holders and surveys— Bob Garrett, 

Christiane Evaskis-Garrett and Heidi Butler.

Jeremiah Mason, session 
presenter, “Mines, Skylines, 

and Sandstone: Architectural 
Records in Michigan.”

Traverse City Annual Meeting 
ends with the Old Mission 

Wineries Tour.

Christiane Evaskis-Garrett introduces Geoffrey 
Reynolds, Gavin Strassel, and Jill Arnold, “Digitize and 

Deliver: Digitization for Immediate Access.”
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Lori Eaton, 2017

By Lori Eaton, Graduate Student, School of Information Sciences, 
Wayne State University and Intern, Birmingham Museum, 
Birmingham, Michigan. 

After thirty years, CREEM Magazine has returned to Birmingham, 
Michigan, and this time it’s for good. The rock music chronicle that 
claimed the crown as “America’s Only Rock ‘n’ Roll Magazine” 
launched from Detroit’s Cass Avenue in 1969 but relocated to 
downtown Birmingham in 1973. From their second-floor offices 
overlooking Old Woodward, rock critics and photographers 
documented the rise and fall of rock music and musicians. They 
covered local favorites like Iggy Pop, Bob Seger, and MC5, as well as 
national and international superstars such as Led Zeppelin, David 
Bowie, and Prince. While Birmingham suburbanites took in a movie at 
the Birmingham Theater, shopped at Jacobsen’s, or slid onto a stool at 
Hunter House Hamburgers, up in the CREEM offices rock ‘n’ roll ruled. 


By the early 1970s, CREEM transitioned from a counterculture tabloid 
to a slick but still irreverent, fan-focused publication. Circulation 
increased exponentially, but so did spending on extravagant parties 
and events like the CREEM Malibu Grand Prix. The “good times” could 
only roll for so long, and the magazine’s financial strain began to show 
by the end of the decade. In 1981 Barry Kramer, CREEM’s founder and 
publisher, died of an accidental drug overdose. The magazine flirted 
with bankruptcy until 1986, when it was sold and its offices moved to 
Los Angeles.


The release of the film Almost Famous in 2000 inspired a resurgence of 
interest in CREEM Magazine and the rock journalism of the era. 
Cameron Crowe, who wrote and directed the movie, had been a 
contributing writer for CREEM as a teenager. He was tutored in all 
things rock by Lester Bangs, one of the magazine’s early writer/editors 
who was known for his refusal to be seduced by the glitz and glamour 
of the music industry.


Cut to 2014—the Birmingham Museum (formerly the Birmingham 
Historical Museum & Park) featured CREEM Magazine in its Sounds of 
Birmingham: A Community of Music exhibition. The exhibit initiated a 
reunion of former CREEM alumni and inspired Charles (Charlie) 
Auringer, photo and art director at CREEM from 1969 to 1986, to 
donate his collection of CREEM memorabilia, magazines, photographic 
images, documents and other artifacts to the museum. In December 
2016, the Birmingham Museum opened the Charlie Auringer Reading 
Room, a permanent exhibit designed as a re-creation of the CREEM 
office and atmosphere during the magazine’s heyday.


One goal of the Reading Room is to provide a place for musicologists 
to conduct research. The seventy magazines in the museum’s Auringer 

Rock ‘n’ Roll in the Suburbs:  
CREEM Magazine returns to Birmingham  

March 1980 issue of CREEM 
Magazine. Courtesy Birmingham 
Museum, Birmingham, Michigan.
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Collection formed the foundation of what is now an 
inventory of over two hundred issues of CREEM 
Magazine and other CREEM, Inc. publications. 
Museum staff and volunteers have catalogued every 
issue in PastPerfect, a searchable database, and 
included a digitized cover and table of contents to 
help researchers more easily locate specific articles. 
The ultimate goal is for the Birmingham Museum to 
fully digitize every issue and document in its CREEM 
Collection, but for a local museum with limited 
resources and a part-time staff, that ambitious goal 
will take some time. 


Luckily, other organizations had been dipping their 
thumb in the CREEM pie as well. In September 2016, 
Peg Knight of NA Publishing, a company that 
specializes in providing digital collections and 
services to libraries, contacted the museum to 
propose a collaboration. The digital publisher was 
working with the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Library & 
Archives and the Bowling Green State University 
Music Library and Bill Schurk Sound Archives to 
digitize rock magazines from the 1960s and 1970s. 
Through this collaboration, a significant number of 
CREEM issues already had been acquired and 
digitized for inclusion in NA Publishing’s Music 
Magazine Archive: Rock. The Birmingham Museum 
had a few issues that could fill gaps in the NA 
Publishing inventory, but Leslie Pielack, director of the 
Birmingham Museum, also pointed out something that 
wasn’t even on NA Publishing’s radar: Extra CREEM.


Extra CREEM was a monthly supplement published 
by CREEM, Inc. that covered rock concerts and 
smaller venue shows in Metro Detroit, Michigan, Ontario, and Northern Ohio, and captured the local music 
scene in greater detail than the CREEM Magazine issues distributed nationally. Published between November 
1974 and September 1976, each issue of Extra CREEM included reviews and interviews of regional bands and 
musicians. 


Knight met with Pielack to understand the museum’s goals for the Auringer Collection and the Reading Room. 
“I knew our digitization project would complement the collection the Birmingham Museum was building,” said 
Knight, who grew up in Birmingham during the CREEM era. “Sharing digital access was the right thing to do.”


In return for lending materials to the digitization effort, the Birmingham Museum will receive permanent digital 
access to the CREEM Magazine portion of NA Publishing’s Music Magazine Archive: Rock. Researchers who 
visit the museum will be able to search for, retrieve, and read any digitized issue of CREEM from this database. 
As some of the physical issues of CREEM in the museum’s collection are fragile and quite rare, these digital 
surrogates will help to preserve the originals.


According to Pielack, “Our goal is to help rock historians and the general public alike understand CREEM and 
the unique period in rock journalism history that unfolded right here in Birmingham. The Auringer Reading 
Room helps provide an important immersive experience for visitors and researchers as a part of that 
understanding. Accessing NA Publishing’s fully digital collection of CREEM from the Reading room will help us 
provide that service even more comprehensively and more fully.”


A photo of Charlie Auringer in the art room of CREEM, Inc. 
welcomes visitors to the Reading Room named in honor of 
the collection he donated to the Birmingham Museum. 
Courtesy Birmingham Museum, Birmingham, Michigan.
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On June 10 2017, CREEM alumni returned to Birmingham once more to celebrate the official unveiling of the 
Charlie Auringer Reading Room. Some continued their careers in Metro Detroit, while others moved on to New 
York or Los Angeles. But, for a time, they made history right here in a conservative suburban town. Thanks to 
the Charlie Auringer Collection, Friends of the Birmingham Museum, and NA Publishing, researchers can now 
access all that CREEM history under one roof.  

May 1975 issue of Extra CREEM. 
Courtesy Birmingham Museum, 
Birmingham, Michigan.

November 1969 issue of CREEM 
Magazine. The original 
photographic prints from the cover 
photo shoot are part of the Charlie 
Auringer Collection at the 
Birmingham Museum. Courtesy 
Birmingham Museum, Birmingham, 
Michigan.

By Brian Schamber, Undergraduate Senior and President of Phi 
Alpha Theta History Honors Society, Central Michigan University 

As an an undergraduate senior in my last year at Central Michigan 
University, I am majoring in History, minoring in Museum Studies, and 
have applied to the Master’s program in Library Science at the University 
of Maryland--College Park. For the past two years I have been 
volunteering at the Clarke Historical Library at CMU, processing archival 
series of many sizes and compositions, including university admissions 
posters, township school audits, and the Probate Court papers of 
Michigan Supreme Court Justice Elizabeth Weaver.  In addition to this 
experience, I took CMU’s Archival Administration class (HST 583), its 
only remaining archives class. It is under this pretense that I ventured out 
to Maryland in the summer of 2017.


Once at the National Archives and Records Administration’s College Park 
Facility, I worked under Lynn Nashorn in the textual processing 
department. As an intern I was assigned to one of several large projects 
that NARA was processing at the time, Documents of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. I performed holdings maintenance and created new 
file unit lists for several series regarding the Office of Solid Waste and 
Emergency Response, particularly between 1979 and 1995. Many of 
these were petitions for delisting hazardous waste from the Resource 
Recovery and Conservation Act (RCRA). In addition to holdings 

Undergraduate Internship at 
NARA College Park Facility  

Brian Schamber and his NARA 
supervisor, Lynn Nashorn, 
summer 2017.  
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By Alexandrea Penn, MLIS Candidate, School of Information 
Sciences, Wayne State University 

This summer I had the opportunity to work with three institutions on a 
collaborative grant project. What I thought would be a project to simply 
digitize collections was actually a project to preserve and unite a 
diverse group of records representing the unique history of Detroit. The 
project was made possible by the Library of Michigan’s Collaborative 
Library Service Grant Program. The Reuther Library paired with the 
Arab-American Museum in Dearborn and the Burton Historical 
Collection within the Detroit Public Library to digitize and preserve some 
of each institution’s records.


The Arab-American Museum allowed me the opportunity to view some 
of its oral histories. These oral histories were part of a larger collection 
focusing on life as an automotive plant worker. I converted these 
documents into different formats and made the records more navigable 
for researchers. The oral histories show what life was like for Arab-
American men entering factory life. These men faced discrimination 
from both fellow workers and their supervisors. They worked twice as 
hard to earn the good graces of the foremen, who oftentimes could be 
the deciding factor when it came to their employment status. These 

maintenance, I also wrote a blog post about my findings in the EPA documents, which will be published on 
NARA’s textual processing blog “The Text Message.” I also gained some experience using the Description and 
Authority Service (DAS), which proved challenging but invaluable for honing my description skills. 


When my internship concluded I returned to Central and to the Clarke to process more of Justice Weaver’s 
papers, though I aspire to return to the National Archives after graduate school. Though my internship lasted 
only three months, I felt very comfortable in the work environment, as if I had worked there for years by the 
time I left. It was a wonderful and informative experience, and one of the proudest of my life.  

Brian Schamber (left) processing documents of the Environmental Protection 
Agency; and (right) using NARA’s Descriptive Authority Service.

Preserving Diversity: 
The Collaborative Library Service Grant  

Alexandrea Penn, 2017

https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/2017/10/10/a-wasteful-use-of-time-epa-regulations-of-hazardous-waste-in-the-1980s/
https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/2017/10/10/a-wasteful-use-of-time-epa-regulations-of-hazardous-waste-in-the-1980s/
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men often remarked in the oral histories that they did the dirty work and the hard labor because they believed 
that working in the automotive plants gave them the best opportunity to provide better lives for their families. 


The Burton Historical Collection had part of its Detroit Housewives’ League Collection digitized. The organization 
was prominent during the 1930s through the 1950s, and worked to provide a feeling of connection within the 
African American community. Further, the women encouraged each other to only frequent businesses owned by 
blacks. The collection includes extensive membership records demonstrating the organization’s strong 
leadership and community bonds. The Detroit Housewives’ League records include booklets, pamphlets, event 
records, membership registries, and much more. It provides a look at the solidarity seen within Detroit society, 
and the power of a group of women. 


Last, the Reuther had me digitize a few of its LGBTQ collections, particularly the Ernest Horne Papers and the 
South Eastern Michigan Gay and Lesbian Association (SEMGLA) Records. Prior to this project I had not realized 
the depth of LGTBQ history in Detroit. Being able to work with these records and digitize them made me glad 
that they being preserved, but also that they were going to be easier to access so more people could become 
educated about a group that history has often ignored.


Within the collection are numerous correspondence, clippings, reports, magazines, and other records. There are 
clippings concerning the media dialogue going on regarding the misconceptions about AIDS, and 
announcements by celebrities about their HIV-positive status. Seeing the clippings adds a level of understanding 
to the story; the misconceptions regarding AIDS were truly horrible and viewing the news clippings from the time 
allows you to see just how bad it was. 


Further, the collections include reports, letters, and other items discussing parents’ worries that they caused 
their children to become LGBTQ. Perhaps most interesting within the SEMGLA Records are images from the 
1993 March on Washington containing unique signs with slogans such as “Corn-fed Iowa Fag” and other signs 
showing demonstrators’ pride in themselves.


This project was great because I was able to not just work with different institutions, but also work with 
collections that were so different from each other. It paints a complex picture of who has lived in Detroit. The city 
has a beautiful, intricate history and working with these collections allowed me to help preserve that history.  

Alexandrea Penn’s projects at the Walter P. Reuther 
Library comprised digitizing part of its LGBTQ 

collections, including the Ernest L. Horne Papers.  

Newspaper clipping about Arthur Ashe, Tennis champion, 
announcing that he is HIV positive, April 8, 1992.  He 

contracted the virus from a blood transfusion during a 
heart bypass operation in 1983.  (Courtesy of The Detroit 

News Collection, Walter P. Reuther Library.)  
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Michigan Collections  

Detroit Institute of Arts 
Detroit Institute of Arts Research Library & Archives 
5200 Woodward Avenue

Detroit, Michigan  48202

(313) 833-3460

Email: libraryadmin@dia.org

Finding Aids: http://dalnet.org/dia/guides.html 

Website: http://www.dia.org 

Hours: By appointment.  
We are pleased to share the news that archivist Danae Dracht presented a poster at the Society of American 
Archivists conference in Portland, Oregon. Her work, Capturing the Current Scope: A Holdings Survey Initiative 
at the Detroit Institute of Arts’ Research Library and Archives expands upon findings that were shared at the 
MAA conference in Traverse City.  (Because of the positive response from museum archivists to know more 
about her methodology, I have asked Danae to submit to Open Entry an article on the project—See page 11.)


University of Michigan MSI student 
Sara Ausilio is completing the 
processing of the Frederick J. 
Cummings Records. The 80 cubic 
feet of materials cover the years 
1964-1984 and document the career 
of Cummings from his days as 
curator of European art to his 
promotion to Director. The collection 
provides new insight to the activities 
of the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) 
during the 1967 Detroit civil unrest, 
as well as documenting the 
relationship of the museum to Detroit 
government. Important 
correspondents in the records 
include Eleanor Ford and Coleman 
Young. Sara has done excellent work 
to preserve the history of an era of 
great changes at the DIA.


Wayne State University School of 
Information Sciences student 
Autumn Diaz has commenced the 
inventory and appraisal of the 
records of the Friends of African and 
African American Art. This museum 
auxiliary group was founded in the 
1960s and continues to this day as a 
critical component of DIA cultural 
patrimony. Over the years, FAAAA 
has raised funds for the purchase of 

Henry Ford II with Mayor Coleman Young, 1977, at the rededication of the 
Eleanor and Edsel Ford Wing of the Detroit Institute of Arts.  Courtesy of 

DIA Research Library & Archives.

mailto:libraryadmin@dia.org
http://dalnet.org/dia/guides.html
http://www.dia.org
mailto:libraryadmin@dia.org
http://dalnet.org/dia/guides.html
http://www.dia.org
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art, hosted scholarly lectures, and contributed to the richly diverse scope of the museum. Included in Autumn’s 
body of work is the preservation of photographs of the Bal Africain, a major gala celebrated annually. Notable 
attendees documented in the collection include Dennis Archer and Aretha Franklin. 


Archivist James E. Hanks presented in two sessions at the Society of American Archivists conference: 
Museum Archives Section symposium on “Works In Progress” and the Architectural Records Section on 
“Albert Kahn at the DIA.” Kahn served on the City of Detroit Arts Commission from 1919 until his death in 1942. 
He was instrumental in securing the services of Paul Phillipe Cret to design the museum’s new home on 
Woodward Avenue.


Submitted James E. Hanks, Archivist, Detroit Institute of Arts, Research Library & Archives  

Left: Albert Kahn (center) at the Detroit Institute of Arts groundbreaking, 1922.  Right: Detroit Collects African Art, 
1977 exhibition installation view.  Courtesy of DIA Research Library & Archives.

Excerpted from the Historical Society of Michigan News Release, October 4, 2017 

The Historical Society of Michigan awarded 15 top honors during its annual State History Conference, which was 
held in Holland, Michigan, Sept. 22-24, 2017. The Society presents the State History Awards every year to 
individuals and organizations that have made outstanding contributions to the appreciation, collection, preservation 
and/or promotion of state and local history. The awards are the highest recognition presented by the Historical 
Society of Michigan, the state’s official historical society and oldest cultural organization.


The following awards are related to MAA members and repositories:

The 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to Dr. Le Roy Barnett of Grand Ledge. Barnett earned a 
bachelor’s degree in geography and forestry and a master’s in geography and geology from Michigan State 
University. He received his Master of Library Science degree from Western Michigan University and his Ph.D. in 
historical geography from Michigan State University. Barnett became a familiar figure to countless amateur and 
professional historians through his 23 years as a reference archivist for the Michigan History Bureau. Barnett has 
researched hundreds of papers and articles for various publications and has written numerous books, including 
“Mining in Michigan,” “Shipping Literature of the Great Lakes,” and “Michigan’s Early Military Forces.”


The 2017 State History Award for Restoration/Preservation was presented to the Walter P. Reuther Library at 
Wayne State University for its Michigan Labor History Mural Restoration. The Reuther Library’s two-year project 
preserved, restored and exhibited a 9- by 20-foot oil painting in its public reading room. The restoration project 
repaired 75 years of stains and damage and returned the painting to its original beauty (see last year’s article in 
Open Entry, Fall 2016, pages  8-10).  For the complete list of 2017 State History Awards, see the HSM website.  

HSM 2017 State History Awards:  
MAA Members and Repositories  

https://hsmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2017-STATE-HISTORY-AWARDS-PRESENTED-IN-HOLLAND-MICHIGAN.pdf
https://hsmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2017-STATE-HISTORY-AWARDS-PRESENTED-IN-HOLLAND-MICHIGAN.pdf
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Michigan State University 

University Archives & Historical Collections 
Conrad Hall, 888 Wilson Road, Room 101

East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1237

(517) 355-2330     Fax: (517) 353-9319

Email: archives@msu.edu 

Website: http://archives.msu.edu 

Blog: msuarchives.wordpress.com 

Twitter feed: twitter.com/#!/msuarchives

Flickr feed: www.flickr.com/photos/msuarchives 

Digital exhibit: www.onthebanks.msu.edu 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MSUarchives 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; 
Wednesday closed  
Collection Additions and Highlights 
The MSU Archives and Historical Collections recently made available 
material from the collection of famed baseball player Danny Litwhiler, who 
played professional ball for 11 years. He played in the World Series for the 
Cardinals, and was on the 1942 All Star team. He is believed to be the first 
player to have stitched together the fingers of his glove. Litwhiler was the 
MSU baseball coach from 1964-1982. He is credited with inventing the radar 
gun to measure pitching speed. The radar gun and his baseball glove are at 
the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. http://archives.msu.edu/
findaid/ua17-312.html 


Assistant Records Archivist Jennie Russell recently created a new online 
exhibit documenting the history of MSU's Alumni Memorial Chapel.  The 
chapel is a unique "document" of the MSU students that died while serving 
in in our country's wars, as its walls are engraved with the names of those 
who made that sacrifice.  In order to make sure the information was easily 
accessible to researchers, Jennie did a survey of the names and other 
unique architectural features of the Chapel.  Her exhibit, to be found on 
MSU's "On The Banks of the Red Cedar" site, describes her survey 
methodology, along with other historical information about the Alumni 
Memorial Chapel. http://onthebanks.msu.edu/Exhibit/1-6-2A/alumni-
memorial-chapel/


During processing of the MSU Department of Police and Public Safety 
Records this past July, two 16mm films were discovered of the March 5, 
1960 NAACP picket of the S. S. Kresge department store in East Lansing.  
The picket was organized by Ernest Green, president of the NAACP chapter at MSU, and one of the Little Rock 
Nine.  A call for donations to the MSU Archives Film and Video Preservation Fund (https://
www.givingto.msu.edu/gift/?sid=1484) was sent to our loyal social media followers. These rare films have now 
been digitized and available to the public for viewing.  http://onthebanks.msu.edu/Object/1-4-16A3/naacp-
members-picket-s-s-kresge-department-store-in-east-lansing-reel-1-1960/  (Note: Substitute "reel-2"  for 
"reel-1" in URL to see part 2).


Professional Development 
MSU Archives and Historical Collections co-hosted (with MSU Libraries) three Society of American Archivists 
on-site classes: Copyright Issues (Sept. 21), Privacy and Confidentiality (Sept. 22), and Arrangement and 
Description of Electronic Records—Part 1 & 2  (Nov. 2-3).  Further Information can be found at https://
msuarchives.wordpress.com/  Four MSU archivists attended the 2017 MAA Annual Meeting in Traverse City 
and found it to be a very informative and useful conference.


Submitted by Whitney Miller, Archivist  

Danny Litwhiler, professional 
baseball player, 1940-1951 and 
MSU baseball coach 1964-1982.

mailto:archives@msu.edu
http://archives.msu.edu
http://msuarchives.wordpress.com
http://twitter.com/#!/msuarchives
http://www.flickr.com/photos/msuarchives
http://www.onthebanks.msu.edu
http://www.facebook.com/MSUarchives
mailto:archives@msu.edu
http://archives.msu.edu
http://msuarchives.wordpress.com
http://twitter.com/#!/msuarchives
http://www.flickr.com/photos/msuarchives
http://www.onthebanks.msu.edu
http://www.facebook.com/MSUarchives
http://archives.msu.edu/findaid/ua17-312.html
http://archives.msu.edu/findaid/ua17-312.html
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The Henry Ford 
Benson Ford Research Center 
20900 Oakwood Boulevard

Dearborn, Michigan 48124-5029

(313) 982-6020    Fax: (313) 982-6244

Email: research.center@TheHenryFord.org 

Website: www.TheHenryFord.org/research/index.aspx 

Reading Room hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Recently Published Finding Aids 
Egmont Arens Food Packaging Design Collection, 1935-1957 (Accession 88.326). Egmont Arens, 1888-1966, 
was an American publisher, and package and industrial designer. He designed Hobart Manufacturing 
Company’s classic Kitchen Aid Model "K" stand mixer in 1937. Arens helped to establish the Society of 
Industrial Designers in 1944, and the Package Designers Council in 1952. The collection contains 
approximately 1260 individual label, wrapper, and packaging items, as well as several product brochures and 
photo vignette books.


Lincoln Continental Design Development Photographs, 1958-1961 (Accession 91.289). This collection of Ford 
Motor Company photographs, organized and in many cases annotated by designer John Najjar, illustrate the 
development of designs for the 1958, 1960 and 1961 Continentals. Subjects include design sketches and 
drawings, clay models, and prototype vehicles, with the photographs taken in and around the Ford design 
studio in Dearborn, Michigan.


A.B. Dick Company Records, 1884-1998 (Accession 2004.3). The collection contains corporate records, 
photographic prints, product information and samples, company publications, product service manuals, 
clippings, printing plates, advertisements, motion pictures, sound recordings, and artwork regarding the office 
equipment A.B. Dick produced for over a century.


The Benson Ford Research Center online finding aid collection is available at: http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/
henryford/guides.html 


New Collections 
American Textile History Collection (Accession 2017.84). In August 2017, The Henry Ford acquired a large 
collection of clothing, textiles, machinery, and nearly 3000 cubic ft. of archival materials from the American 
Textile History Museum (ATHM), located in Lowell, Massachusetts. Due to financial troubles, ATHM was forced 
to close in late 2016 and deaccession its holdings which are being transferred to a number of institutions 
across the country (a partial list can be found on the ATHM website, www.athm.org). The archival materials 
acquired by The Henry Ford consist primarily of textile sample books and sheets produced by several New 
England mills during the 19th and 20th centuries. Another large portion of the material consists of textile 
product and trade literature, including catalogs, brochures and advertisements covering fabrics, dyes, 
machinery, and other aspects of the textile industry. For more information on this collection please contact 
Research Center staff at research.center@TheHenryFord.org.


Automotive Price Books Collection, 1930-2017 (Accession 2017.88). Price books like those found in this 
collection were used by new car and truck salespeople to help sell their products and were updated and 
published as pricing and option changes occurred over the course of a vehicle model year. The collection 
consists of approximately 2700 books, and covers the “Big Three” domestic manufacturers as well as some 
foreign makes. For more information on this collection please contact Research Center staff at 
research.center@TheHenryFord.org.


mailto:research.center@TheHenryFord.org
http://www.TheHenryFord.org/research/index.aspx
mailto:research.center@TheHenryFord.org
http://www.TheHenryFord.org/research/index.aspx
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/guides.html
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/guides.html
http://www.athm.org
mailto:research.center@TheHenryFord.org
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/guides.html
http://www.dalnet.lib.mi.us/henryford/guides.html
http://www.athm.org
mailto:research.center@TheHenryFord.org
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Staff Updates 
Our Simmons Internship Program 
graduate student, Tyler Cunningham 
of Wayne State University, spent his 
summer helping to prepare for the 
arrival of the American Textile History 
Collection. In addition to clearing and 
reorganizing areas in the archival 
stacks, researching the history of 
several New England textile mills, 
documenting workflows, and drafting 
numerous finding aids, Tyler gained 
some ultimate MPLP skill by learning 
to maneuver a fully-loaded pallet jack. 
Many thanks for all your help this 
summer, Tyler!


Members of our permanent staff were 
also busy this spring and summer 
participating in several professional 
conferences and opportunities. Janice 
Unger, Processing Archivist, presented 
her poster, “There's How Many 
Drawings? Processing the Gordon 
White Collections at The Henry Ford”, at both the April Midwest Archives Conference Annual Meeting and at 
the MAA Annual Meeting. Brian Wilson, Digital Access and Preservation Archivist, presented on aspects of our 
collections at both the MAC and SAA Annual Meetings, and attended the Archives Leadership Institute as a 
member of the 2017 cohort. Later this fall, Robin Derminer, Digital Imaging Archivist, will be presenting on 
“Digitization at The Henry Ford” during the Michigan Museums Association annual conference in Lansing. 


Digitization 
In late 2016, the Research Center put into service a second Rapid Archival Imaging and Description (RAID) 
digital imaging station. As described by Robin Derminer, this second station, referred to as “RAID 2”, is 
almost identical in every way to our original RAID 1 station, and features a Canon EOS 5D Mark IV DSLR 
camera with a slightly larger sensor (5760 x 3840 pixels) than the Mark II used on the other station. Within the 
last year, the Research Center has also welcomed a second Digital Imaging Archivist, Julia Westblade, who 
focuses on digitizing content related to the Ford family and the Ford Motor Company. The addition of new 
equipment and staff has allowed the Research Center Technical Services Team to increase productivity and 
provide expanded access to our collections.


Outreach 
Research Center staff have recently started two outreach efforts: one in the form of an in-person monthly event 
and the other as a daily social media opportunity.


Kathy Makas, Reference Archivist, has developed an ongoing outreach series called History Outside the Box. 
Occurring from 1-2pm on the first Friday of the month at the Research Center, each one-hour Outside the Box 
event provides Research Center staff the opportunity to talk about their favorite collection materials with the 
public. These presentations are free and open to the public. Check The Henry Ford’s Twitter and Facebook 
feeds for more information.


Janice Unger (@JUArchivist), our Processing Archivist, and Kathy Makas (@ref_archivist) have begun using 
the Twitter hashtag #AfternoonArchivesFix to share interesting items from our collection on a daily basis during 
the afternoons. You can also find many of those posts using The Henry Ford handle, @thehenryford.


Tyler Cunningham, The Henry Ford’s Simmons Internship Program 
graduate student, gained some ultimate MPLP skill by learning to 

maneuver a fully-loaded pallet jack.
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Hidden Collection Exposed 
William A. “Radio Jake” Jacoby 
Scrapbook Collection. This 
unprocessed collection consists of 
nine scrapbooks assembled by the 
late Detroit-area personality William 
A. “Radio Jake” Jacoby. The 
scrapbooks document his career as 
a diagnostic engineer for the Detroit 
News and radio stations in the 
Midwest during the 1930s. In 
addition, the scrapbooks detail 
Jacoby’s efforts in collecting and 
donating radios for various causes, 
including a campaign for victims of 
the 1937 Ohio River flooding in 
Louisville, Kentucky, and for 
distribution to shut-ins. For more 
information on this collection please 
contact Research Center staff at 
research.center@TheHenryFord.org.


Submitted by Brian Wilson, Digital 
Access and Preservation Archivist


SAVE THE DATE!

MAA Annual Meeting


in Bay City

Thursday-Friday


June 14 - 15, 2018

William A. “Radio Jake” Jacoby Scrapbook Collection.

mailto:research.center@TheHenryFord.org
mailto:research.center@TheHenryFord.org
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Walter P. Reuther Library 
Wayne State University 
5401 Cass Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48202

(313) 577-4024

Email: reutherreference@wayne.edu 

Website: reuther.wayne.edu  

Facebook: facebook.com/reutherlib 

HistoryPin: historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#

Instagram: instagram.com/reutherlibrary 

Twitter: @ReutherLibrary

Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

12th Street, Detroit, 1967 
This year the Reuther Library explored its archival evidence of the 1967 
Detroit Civil Unrest (frequently known as the Detroit riot, rebellion, or 
uprising). On April 27, the Reuther opened its exhibition, "12th Street, 
Detroit, 1967: Employment, Housing, Policing, and Race Relations in 
Evidence." The exhibit, funded with a grant from the Michigan 
Humanities Council, will be open through mid-January 2018 and is also 
available online at: http://projects.lib.wayne.edu/12thstreetdetroit/. On 
September 27, outreach archivist Meghan Courtney, reference 
archivist Kristen Chinery, and Detroitography hosted a well-attended 
hands-on event about the ways maps can be used to inform or 
misinform the public. Visitors investigated original historical maps used 
in 1967 exhibits at the Reuther Library and the Detroit Historical 
Museum, and discussed their own interpretations of these tools.


North American Labor History Conference 
Capitalizing on the theme of this year's North American Labor History 
Conference (NALHC), "Labor History and Public History," on October 
18 the Reuther hosted a pre-conference gathering of labor archivists 
from around the country for discussions about common issues in labor 
archives and opportunities for collaboration, as well as dinner and 
libations. The Reuther also hosted the NALHC opening reception, 
director Erik Nordberg presented in a session on the “Challenges and 
Opportunities for Labor Archives in the Digital Age," and AFT archivist 
Dan Golodner and AFSCME archivist Stefanie Caloia presented, 
"Memphis 1968: Using Archives to Bring the Sanitation Workers' Strike 
to a Modern Audience."


HistoryPin—Remembering Detroit's Chinatown 
Many people are surprised to learn that Detroit once had two 
Chinatowns, both built by a resilient community that thrived in the city 
for nearly 100 years. Audiovisual archivist Elizabeth Clemens’ latest 
HistoryPin tour takes a look back at the landscapes, cultural events, 
businesses, and community members of Detroit’s two Chinatowns; the 
first at Third and Porter streets, and the second at Cass Avenue and 
Peterboro Street. In addition, the tour features a brief overview of the 
development of the Chinese community in Detroit. historypin.org/en/
remembering-detroit-s-chinatowns


SEIU Archivist Gavin Strassel 
(above) tests out two eclipse 

viewers.  Eclipse viewer (below) 
made out of a manuscript box and 

foil-like coffee bag.

mailto:reutherreference@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu
http://facebook.com/reutherlib
http://historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#
http://instagram.com/reutherlibrary
http://projects.lib.wayne.edu/12thstreetdetroit/
http://historypin.org/en/remembering-detroit-s-chinatowns
http://historypin.org/en/remembering-detroit-s-chinatowns
http://projects.lib.wayne.edu/12thstreetdetroit/
http://historypin.org/en/remembering-detroit-s-chinatowns
http://historypin.org/en/remembering-detroit-s-chinatowns
mailto:reutherreference@wayne.edu
http://reuther.wayne.edu
http://facebook.com/reutherlib
http://historypin.org/channels/view/60123/#
http://instagram.com/reutherlibrary
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Digital Public Library of America 
More users than ever before will be able to access images from the Reuther Library’s Virtual Motor City 
project through the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). Virtual Motor City contains images from the 
Detroit News Photograph Collection, a premier photojournalism resource documenting the city of Detroit, 
its people, places, and events from the late 19th century through the 1980s (bulk 1900-1980). This digital 
collection was originally made possible by DALNET, IMLS, and Library of Michigan grants in 
2002-2007. Visit dp.la to view over 5 million documents from 120 organizations from across the United 
States.


New Staff Members 
The Reuther Library is pleased to welcome two new archivists this fall. Alison Stankrauff joined the 
Reuther Library in September as the new University Archivist, although she is not new to the Reuther; she 
was an archives technician at the Reuther from 2000-2002 and received her MLIS from Wayne State 
University. In the intervening years, Alison served as reference archivist at the American Jewish Archives in 
Cincinnati, and nearly 13 years as university archivist and associate librarian at Indiana University—South 
Bend. Shae Rafferty joined the Reuther in October as the new Labor and Urban Affairs Collections 
Archivist. Shae comes to us from the University of Michigan, where she received her MSI. Shae worked at 
the Bentley Historical Library, first as a collections processor and since 2015 as the Congressional Records 
Archivist.


Staff Awards 
Archivist Aimee Ergas was awarded the 2017 Leonard N. Simons History Award from the Jewish Historical 
Society of Michigan, and Reference Archivist Kristen Chinery received a Distinguished Service Award from 
the Wayne State University Academic Staff Professional Development Committee. 


Fun and Games 
Although the final score was not as they would have liked, Reuther staff greatly enjoyed their staff 
development day watching the Tigers on August 10. As an added bonus, they rode the new QLine light rail 
from campus to Comerica Park. Staff and patrons stepped outside on August 21 to enjoy the total solar 
eclipse. While two patrons kindly shared their eclipse glasses with the staff, some of the archivists also 
hastily constructed eclipse viewers out of old manuscript boxes and whatever foil-like objects they could 
find in the building, including candy wrappers and coffee bags. The archives eclipse viewers were a 
success!


Submitted by Troy Eller English, Society of Women Engineers Archivist  

http://dp.la
http://dp.la
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New Board Member Interview,  
Megan Badgley Malone  

Megan Badgley Malone

With Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English, and Lindsay Hiltunen, 
Open Entry Editors 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com


Editors’ note: In 2017 the MAA Board gained one new member: Megan 
Badgley Malone.  As a way of introducing our Board members to MAA’s 
membership, we profile them in Open Entry.  

Six Questions for Megan Badgley 
Malone, Member-at-Large 
Q: Where do you work and how long have you been there? 
A: For the past six years, I have been working at the Michigan State 
University Archives & Historical Collections. 


Q: What sorts of duties do you perform at your job? 
A: As the Collections & Outreach Archivist, I coordinate tours, teach 
introduction to archives sessions, manage social media, answer 
reference inquiries, and arrange and describe archival collections. 


Q: Where did you grow up and where did you go to school? 
A: I grew up near Port Austin.  It is a quaint little tourist town on Lake 
Huron, in the thumb of Michigan.  I attended Saginaw Valley State 
University, where I received a Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education 
and History.  After deciding that teaching high school was not the right 
fit, I explored other options. In 2009, I earned a MLIS and a certificate 
in Archival Administration from Wayne State University.


Q: Why were you interested in serving on the MAA Board? 
A: I have really enjoyed being a member of MAA; it is such a great 
group of people.  Serving on various committees (local arrangements, 
nominating, and silent auction) were positive experiences.  I wanted the 
opportunity to continue to serve this wonderful professional 
community.


Q: What are your impressions of the Board so far? 
A: We have not had a board meeting yet, but everyone I have met has 
been very nice.


Q: What would you like to see accomplished in the next year? 
A: To continue to assist with the growth of archivists professionally by 
arranging an informative annual meeting, and sponsoring workshops 
and meetings organized by Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners.


mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
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Former Board Member Interview,  
Sarah Roberts  
With Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English, and Lindsay Hiltunen, 
Open Entry Editors 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com

Editors’ Note: We would like to recognize individuals who recently left the 
board after serving many years. In this issue of Open Entry, we are 
pleased to share the thoughtful reflections of Sarah Roberts. If you have 
served as a board member and are interested in being interviewed, please 
let us know.  

Sarah Roberts, Acquisitions Archivist, Michigan State University Archives 
& Historical Collections


Service on the MAA Board: 
2003 joined MAA

2010-2016: Member-at-Large

• Initiated MAA's Adopt An Archives mentoring program

• Chair, Scholarships and Grants Committee

2011-2012: Coordinated arrangements for Annual Business Meeting held 
at the MAC Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids, Spring 2012

2012-2013: Program Committee, Annual Meeting, Ann Arbor, Spring 2013

2015-2016: Auctions Subcommittee, Annual Meeting, East Lansing, 
Spring 2016


Q: Why did you join Michigan Archival Association? 
A: To meet other archivists and learn more about the archival scene in 
Michigan.


Q: How did you first became a member of MAA's board? 
A: I was encouraged by a colleague, who was also a board member, to 
put my name forward for election.


Q: Why did you want to serve on MAA’s board? 
A: To meet other archivists and make a difference with archives in 
Michigan.


Q: Can you describe how you initiated MAA's Adopt An Archives 
mentoring program? 
A: It was an idea that Whitney Miller had, we talked about it and thought it 
would be a good idea to take to the Board and get their endorsement.


Q: As Chair of the Scholarships and Grants Committee for many 
years, can you share a favorite memory of leading this committee? 
A: Reading the essay submission and working with the other members of 
the committee Richard Adler, Karen Jania, Brian Wilson, and Nicole 
Smeltekop.


Q: Your service also included serving on many Annual Meeting 
committees.  Can you share an insightful memory of conference 
programming? 


Sarah Roberts

mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
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A: Although I did not know Marilyn McNitt, it was wonderful that a scholarship fund was started in her name to 
support student attendance at the conferences.  I have enjoyed seeing the scholarship recipients at the 
conferences.


Q: What is the best advice you’ve received from a fellow board member? 
A: Get involved in MAA.


Q: What is the most memorable feedback you’ve received from MAA members? 
A: I can’t think of any at this time, but the scholarship recipients have all been appreciative of the opportunity 
to attend the conference.


Q: What is your fondest memory of serving on the MAA board? 
A: Getting together for the Board meetings!


Q: Tell us something about you that most MAA members do not know? 
A: I have been to Japan three times.


Q: What is your advice for today’s board members? 
A: Keep up the good work!


Q: Do you play Euchre?  
A: I have heard tales of such a game, but no, I do not play.


Denice Fett, PhD, has joined Heritage Hall (archives.calvin.edu) in Calvin College’s Hekman Library as the 
Curator of Archives, overseeing the joint archives and special collections of Calvin College, Calvin Theological 
Seminary, and the Christian Reformed Church in North America. Fett joins Calvin after several years on the 
history faculty of the University of North Florida. 

Submitted by David B. Malone, Dean of College & Seminary Library, Calvin College


Nicole Garrett Smeltekop and Matt Schultz were interviewed on the National Digital Stewardship Alliance 
(NDSA) Blog last February 8, 2017 in an article titled, “Innovation Sharing and Knowledge Exchange in Mid-
Michigan: An NDSA Interview with MMDP”.  The NDSA awarded Mid Michigan Digital Practitioners (MMDP) their 
Innovation Award in 2016:  “Every year, the National Digital Stewardship Alliance recognizes and encourages 
innovation in the field of digital preservation stewardship through its Innovation Awards. We’re thrilled to continue 
our interview series with two planning committee members of the Mid Michigan Digital Practitioners group 
(MMDP), Nicole Garrett Smeltekop and Matt Schultz. The MMDP received NDSA’s Innovation Award for 
organizations due to its taking an innovative approach to providing support and guidance to the digital 
preservation community.  [MMDP was] recognized for its highly original and successful organizational model in 
fostering innovation sharing and knowledge exchange.  Nicole explained, “...For the format of the meetings, I 
think we looked around at what wasn’t being done and filled a hole. Lightning talks, discussions, and time for 
general networking time rather than standard panels makes us unique. We also keep our meetings free and 
pretty low-key, so I think it encourages new people and fosters more real discussion. From what I can tell, no one 
is in ‘expert’ mode – we’re all dedicated to learning more from each other and respect the knowledge each of us 
brings.”  Matt continued: “I just would echo all of what Nicole said. As we concluded the Spring 2016 meeting at 
GVSU, I was pretty humbled to be immediately approached by the planning team to come on board with an 
open-ended invitation to contribute some of my own guidance and leadership to planning for future meetings. 
There were no hoops to jump through with the existing planners. As we fired up discussions for the Fall 2016 
meeting at MSU, I was also really struck by the willingness of the planning team to open up our calls to the entire 
MMDP community. Anybody could drop in and be a fly on the wall or throw in their two cents. I think that is so 
important to keeping in step as a community and carving out space for new ideas.”  For the complete interview 
see the NDSA Blog.  

Archivists in the News  

http://ndsa.org/2017/02/08/innovation-sharing-and-knowledge-exchange-in-mid-michigan-an-ndsa-interview-with-mmdp.html
http://ndsa.org/2017/02/08/innovation-sharing-and-knowledge-exchange-in-mid-michigan-an-ndsa-interview-with-mmdp.html
http://ndsa.org/awards/
https://midmichdp.wordpress.com/
http://ndsa.org/2017/02/08/innovation-sharing-and-knowledge-exchange-in-mid-michigan-an-ndsa-interview-with-mmdp.html
http://ndsa.org/2017/02/08/innovation-sharing-and-knowledge-exchange-in-mid-michigan-an-ndsa-interview-with-mmdp.html
http://ndsa.org/2017/02/08/innovation-sharing-and-knowledge-exchange-in-mid-michigan-an-ndsa-interview-with-mmdp.html
http://ndsa.org/awards/
https://midmichdp.wordpress.com/
http://ndsa.org/2017/02/08/innovation-sharing-and-knowledge-exchange-in-mid-michigan-an-ndsa-interview-with-mmdp.html
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Eulogy for Mark Greene 
Mark A. Greene, 58, died June 21, 2017 after an automobile accident near 
Laramie, Wyoming.


He was the director of the American Heritage Center (AHC) at the University 
of Wyoming from 2002 until 2015.  Under his direction, the AHC conducted 
a six-year comprehensive collection analysis, developed its first formal 
collecting policy, cataloged the entirety of its 3,000 collections, and 
implemented one of the nation’s largest reappraisal and deaccessioning 
programs. In the absence of a dedicated acquisition archivist, Mark trained 
all the archivists at the AHC to perform donor relations, appraisal, and 
acquisition in specified collecting areas. He was also responsible for 
fundraising and grant-writing, raising several hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to support AHC programs and infrastructure. In 2010 the AHC 
received SAA’s Distinguished Service Award, the highest honor possible for 
an archival institution in the United States. 


Prior to the AHC, Mark was Head of Research Center Programs at The 
Henry Ford (formerly Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village) in Dearborn, 
Michigan, from 2000-2002 where he supervised the library, archives, 
museum cataloging, and digitization.  From 1989-2000 Mark was the 
curator of manuscripts acquisition at the Minnesota Historical Society 
(MHS), where he was responsible for donor relations, collection 
development, and appraisal. There he appraised collections up to 2,000 feet 
and worked with donors ranging from retired milkmen to former U.S. Vice 
Presidents. At MHS he acquired one of the nation’s first collections of websites, documenting the 1997 Red 
River Valley floods. Mark’s first full-time professional position from 1985 to 1989 was as the lone arranger 
archivist for Carleton College in Northfield, Minnesota. He received his education as an archivist from the 
University of Michigan’s Bentley Historical Library as part of his master's degree in U.S. History in 1984 and his 
A.B. from Ripon College, Ripon, Wisconsin, graduating in 1980 with a major in History and a major in Politics 
and Government.


Mark published more than two dozen peer-reviewed articles and chapters in U.S. and international archival 
publications on the topics of appraisal and collection development, reappraisal and deaccessioning, the 
tension between context and content in archival theory, collecting and preserving web sites, and archival 
values, among other topics. With Dennis Meissner he researched and published the article now known as 
MPLP — “More Product, Less Process: Revamping Traditional Archival Processing” (American Archivist, 2005). 

He developed the Midwest Archives Conference’s one-day workshop on the Fundamentals of Archival 
Appraisal and taught the workshop at regional meetings across the country. Later he created and taught the 
Society of American Archivists’ fundamental and advanced appraisal workshops. He served as president for 
both the Midwest Archives Conference and the Society of American Archivists. Tributes to his work and 
contributions can be found at the Society of American Archivists’ website.


Mark was born Sept. 2, 1958, in Rockville, Maryland, and then moved to Boulder, Colorado, in 1970.  In 2002, 
he married Kathy Marquis. He was a devoted husband, supportive friend, and much valued by his friends and 
colleagues as a mentor, administrator and leader.  He is survived by his wife Kathy, of Cheyenne; father Gary 
Greene, of Longmont, Colorado; and sister Sharon Lally, of Niwot, Colorado. 


Sources:

Laramie Boomerang newspaper, July 4, 2017, http://www.laramieboomerang.com/ 

University of Wyoming, American Heritage Center, Faculty and Staff, Mark A. Greene, 

http://www.uwyo.edu/ahc/about/faculty-staff/m-greene.html  

Mark A. Greene, 1958-2017

http://www.archivists.org/prof-education/pre-readings/IMPLP/AA68.2.MeissnerGreene.pdf
https://www2.archivists.org/news/2017/saa-remembers-mark-a-greene
http://www.archivists.org/prof-education/pre-readings/IMPLP/AA68.2.MeissnerGreene.pdf
https://www2.archivists.org/news/2017/saa-remembers-mark-a-greene
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Lindsay Hiltunen, Troy Eller English, Cynthia Read Miller 

Editors’ Note 
Email: OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.  

The Editors of Open Entry continue to be gratified by the response to our call for submissions to the Fall Open 
Entry newsletter. Your input has produced a fantastic issue.  We hope that you enjoy reading the articles and 
news as much as we did while preparing the newsletter.

Our MAA President, Rebecca Bizonet, provides a timely account about our organization’s activities and 
accomplishments (page 4) and provides a pleasurable recap for our Traverse City Annual Meeting (pages 
16-17).  Be sure to read “News from Your Board of Directors” including our new MAA Mission Statement and the 
latest committee updates on pages 6-7.

Highlights of this issue include interviews with new and former Board members (pages 35-37), an article by the 
scholarship recipient to the 2017 Annual Meeting in Traverse City (page 18), “Archivists in the News” (page 37) 
and repository news, “Michigan Collections” on pages 27-34.

Our feature articles cover “The Archivist As An Executor” (pages 9-10), “Capturing the Current Scope: 
A Holdings Survey Initiative at the Detroit Institute of Arts’ Research Library and Archives” (pages 11-15), and 
“Lansing City Assessor Photos Now Online” (page 15).  News from the Historical Society of Michigan 
showcases the MAA Primary Sources Awards for Michigan History Day (page 8) and MAA members and 
repositories honored by the State History Awards (page 28).  In addition, three interns shared their thought-
provoking recent experiences on pages 22-26.

And be sure to take a look at our “Mystery Photo” on page 40.

Planning for the Spring Open Entry newsletter is already underway with a February 28, 2018, deadline.  If you 
have an article in the works, or just couldn't get it in for the Fall deadline, do send it to us now, 
OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.

Your Open Entry Editors, Cynthia Read Miller, Troy Eller English, Lindsay Hiltunen  

MAA 2018: June 14 & 15 in BAY CITY! 
Join us in Bay City, Michigan, at the Doubletree Hotel located on the riverfront and within walking distance of 
the Center Avenue Historic District.  Look forward to joining your colleagues for professional development and 
networking in a lovely environment with many amenities.  Stay tuned for details regarding conference sessions 
and local tours.


Help with this Annual Meeting by volunteering for Program and Local 
Arrangements committees (see page 7 for contact information) 


Do you have a particular project or an idea you’d like to present at the 
Annual Meeting?  See the MAA 2018 Session Proposal Collaboration 
spreadsheet to find others interested in your topic and contact the 
Program Co-chairs, cait.brennecke@gmail.com or badgle10@msu.edu. 
Please submit your proposals by December 15, 2017.  

mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
mailto:OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17EeenffUGr3E4SBx1E0oxHGK-FaUYXqh1roffOQ6t00/edit#gid=0
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
mailto:badgle10@msu.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17EeenffUGr3E4SBx1E0oxHGK-FaUYXqh1roffOQ6t00/edit#gid=0
mailto:cait.brennecke@gmail.com
mailto:badgle10@msu.edu
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Courtesy of NASA  

Hint: Apollo 15 
Astronauts Deploy First 
Lunar Roving Vehicle—
July 31, 1971  

Wild Guess:  Was the 
Lunar Rover built in 
Detroit? 
Send your ideas to 
OpenEntry.Editors@gmail.com.  
We’ll run your answers in the 
Spring 2018 Open Entry.  

Mystery Photo 
What is this photo’s connection to Michigan? 

Answer for Spring 2017 Mystery Photo:
Submitted by Mary Navarre, OP, Director of 
Archives, Dominican Sisters, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 

This photo came from a family member of 
one of the sisters, now deceased, who 
grew up in the Saginaw/Bay City/Midland 
area.  There is a jeep in the background 
and what might be a small child behind a 
ditch in the ground in front of the jeep. 
Both men appear to wear the traditional 
Korean robe with the man on the left 
wearing an army uniform under it.  The 
robe is described on the website, Korean 
Costume by Jooyoung Shin: “…the man's 
traditional hanbok, consisting of a jacket, 
pants, coat and hat, embodied Confucian 
concepts of dignity”.

http://threezeeplus.com/project/Site/costume.html
http://threezeeplus.com/project/Site/costume.html
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=
http://threezeeplus.com/project/Site/costume.html
http://threezeeplus.com/project/Site/costume.html
mailto:openentry.editors@gmail.com?subject=

