
Michigan Archival Association Board Meeting 
Historical Society of Michigan Conference Room, Lansing, MI 

Monday, October 2, 2017 
 

Member Position Term Present 
Rebecca Bizonet President (2016-2018) x 
Nicole Garrett Smeltekop Vice President/President-Elect (2016-2018) x 
Lauren Arnsman Treasurer (2016-2017) x 
Stefanie Caloia Secretary (2018-2020) x 
[Vacant] Conference Coordinator (-)  
Christiane Evaskis-Garrett Member-at-Large (2015-2018) x 
Brian Wilson Member-at-Large (2015-2018) x 
Heidi Butler Member-at-Large (2016-2019) x 
Lindsay Hiltunen Member-at-Large (2016-2019) x 
Annie Benefiel Member-at-Large (2017-2020) x 
Megan Badgley Malone Member-at-Large (2017-2020) x 

 
I. Call to order at 10:05 am 
 
II. Secretary's Report 
Will approve April 2017 a later date. 
 
III. Treasurer's & Membership Report:  
Arnsman presented the Treasurer's report, dated September 1, 2017:  
CD Balance: $5,152.48 
Operating Account: $12,189.32 
Conference Account: $ 2,660.21 
McNitt Scholarship Account: $3,671.02 
Full report is attached. 
 
Garrett Smeltekop moved to approve the Treasurer’s report. Benefiel seconded. Motion 
passed.  
 
IV. Membership Report 
Arnsman reported there are currently 107 active members, including one institutional 
membership. Benefiel moved to approve the membership report. Evaskis-Garrett 
seconded. Motion passed. 
 
V. Communications Report 
Evaskis-Garrett reported the website has 201 subscribers, which is a significant increase 
since the 2017 Annual Meeting. The Facebook page has an increase in “likes” as well. 
 
Wilson added and updated various pages on the website and verified and updated links for 
archival institutions. He will continue to work on updates to other areas of the website. 
 



Bizonet brought up recent phishing attempts to get money from Board leadership. She 
suggested taking precautions to prevent future attacks by eliminating direct links to Board 
member email addresses on the website. 
 
VI. Scholarship and Grants Committee Report  
Wilson reported some members rotated off the committee so new members are needed. 
Badgley Malone will take one of the open spots. Call for scholarship applicants will go out in 
early November.  The grant for the fall Mid-Michigan Digital Practitioners workshop events 
will continue. Wilson inquired if there were other opportunities to provide grants to the 
membership or potential members. The committee is open to ideas. Garrett Smeltekop 
suggested the Adopt-an-Archive program with MSHRAB (Michigan State Historical Records 
Advisory Board) as a possible opportunity. 
 
VII. Survey Committee Report  
a) 2017 Annual Meeting Evaluation 
Bizonet reported the Committee is revising questions and using a new platform, likely 
Google Forms. 
 
b) Membership Survey 
Bizonet reported survey development is in the early stages. The Board agreed December 
would be ideal timing to coincide with membership renewals. The Board also discussed 
having a separate survey for potential members to determine what prevents people from 
joining. 
 
VIII. Old Business  
a) 2017 Annual Meeting review 
Bizonet stated the evaluation is forthcoming. 
 
The Board discussed auction outcomes. Evaskis-Garrett liked having a slideshow of the 
auction items. Arnsman stated the checkout process needs streamlining. Arnsman reported 
the auction brought in $608 in proceeds. 
 
Benefiel noted the registration desk was chaotic with not enough packets ready for drop-
ins. Single-day registration seemed to be useful. Evaskis-Garrett suggested color-coding 
badges for single-day registrants so they are easily identified. Bizonet suggested having a 
hard due date for the survey and packet prep. The Board discussed providing AV 
equipment and the responsibilities of session chairs. Board members noted they heard 
overall positive feedback at the conference.  
 
b) 2018 Annual Meeting updates 
Garrett Smeltekop has taken over as conference coordinator. The 2018 Annual Meeting will 
take place June 14-15 at the DoubleTree Hotel in Bay City. A contract has been signed. The 
reception will be at the hotel. 
 
Local Arrangements Committee 
Committee member Tim Murray joined the meeting by phone and presented potential local 
speakers and tours.  



 
Program Committee 
Badgley-Malone will join the committee. Garrett Smeltekop will look for additional 
members. Garrett Smeltekop wants to look for a variety of session types. 
 
c) 2019 Annual Meeting 
Arnsman will revisit possible sites in Kalamazoo and Benefiel will look into Grand Rapids 
sites. 
 
d) Fall Workshop  
Garrett Smeltekop stated the 2017 fall workshops at the MMDP meeting will be on web 
archiving and AV digitization. 
 
The Board discussed the future of fall workshops.  
 
IX. New Business 
a) Committee and contact list 
Bizonet requested Board members update their information in the Board documents. 
  
b) Board Manual & Positions 
Benefiel is working on the Board Manual. She needs detailed job descriptions from 
individual members. Will aim to have this done in 2018.  
 
c) Society of American Archivists Archives Mapping Project 
SAA approached Bizonet for information on Michigan archival institutions. Bizonet 
inquired about MAA maintaining such a list, but the Board agreed they would direct SAA to 
existing resources. 
 
d) Other 
Evaskis-Garrett and Arnsman have set up a trial with Wild Apricot for online payments for 
membership and conference registration. The platform will also be useful for auction 
purchases and other needs that may arise. It requires a PayPal account or something 
similar. To cover fees, the Board discussed raising membership rates. The change requires 
a vote by the membership at the Annual Meeting. The last increase was in 2014 and went 
up by $5 for all membership levels. 
 
Evaskis-Garrett brought up communication issues over MSHRAB, which should include an 
MAA member. Bizonet and Garrett Smeltekop will follow up. 
 
Wilson and Bizonet have been approached by the Midwest Archives Conference for help 
with local arrangements for the 2019 MAC meeting possibly being held in Detroit. Board 
members discussed possibility of a joint meeting but ultimately decided to keep the Annual 
Meeting separate from MAC. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 



Interim Business 
In an email conversation on October 11, 2017, Garrett Smeltekop moved to approve the 
selection of Ric Mixter as keynote speaker for the 2018 Annual Meeting, including payment 
to him of a $200 honorarium, along with a complimentary lunch. Hiltunen seconded. Voting 
occurred October 13-14 and the motion passed. 
 
In an email conversation on November 13, 2017, Benefiel moved to approve a speaker from 
the MAC Speaker’s Bureau for the 2018 pre-conference workshop. Evaskis-Garrett 
seconded. Voting occurred November 14 and the motion passed. 


