
Michigan Archival Association Board Meeting 
Historical Society of Michigan Conference Room, Lansing, MI 

Friday, December 1, 2017 
 

Member Position Term Present 
Rebecca Bizonet President (2016-2018) x 
Nicole Smeltekop Vice President/President-Elect (2016-2018) x 
Lauren Arnsman Treasurer (2017-2020) x 
Stefanie Caloia Secretary (2017-2020) x 
[Vacant] Conference Coordinator (-)  
Christiane Evaskis-Garrett Member-at-Large (2015-2018) x 
Brian Wilson Member-at-Large (2015-2018) x 
Heidi Butler Member-at-Large (2016-2019) x 
Lindsay Hiltunen Member-at-Large (2016-2019)  
Annie Benefiel Member-at-Large (2017-2020) x 
Megan Badgley Malone Member-at-Large (2017-2020) x 

 
I. Call to order at 10:13 am 
Bizonet asked if there were any comments before the meeting went underway. Benefiel 
noted 2018 will be the 60th anniversary of MAA. The Board agreed it should be 
commemorated in some way at the Annual Meeting. 
 
II. Secretary's Report 
Caloia presented minutes from the April 2017 meeting. Benefiel moved to approve. Garrett-
Smeltekop seconded. Motion passed. 
Caloia presented minutes from the October 2017 meeting. Arnsman moved to approve. 
Bizonet seconded. Motion passed. 
 
III. Treasurer's & Membership Report:  
Arnsman presented the Treasurer's report, dated December 1, 2017:  
CD Balance: $5,152.69 
Operating Account: $11,550.16 
Conference Account: $ 2,660.61 
McNitt Scholarship Account: $3,671.12 
Full report is attached. 
 
Benefiel moved to approve the Treasurer’s report. Caloia seconded. Motion passed.  
 
IV. Membership Report 
Arnsman reported there are currently 108 active members, including one institutional 
membership.  
 
V. Communications Report 
Wilson reported on the changes he is making to the website.  
Evaskis-Garrett reported the website has 206 subscribers. She has updated images on the 



Facebook page. The page now has 389 likes.  
Bizonet reported on Open Entry for Hiltunen. The spring deadline for articles is February 
28, 2018. Reminders will go out early in 2018. 
 
VI. Scholarship and Grants Committee Report  
Wilson gave the report. This cycle, the committee includes Rich Adler, Marian Matyn, and 
Badgley-Malone, with Wilson as chair. Call for applicants for the scholarship will go out this 
month. 
 
VII. Survey Committee Report  
a) 2017 Annual Meeting Evaluation and Membership Survey 
Bizonet reported that Benefiel has been reviewing questions. The plan was to attempt an 
Annual Meeting survey in December. The membership survey was planned for January, but 
the Board discussed setting it back to February. Board members discussed timing of 
surveys and whether it would be worth it to try an Annual Meeting survey 6 months post-
meeting, and also so close to another survey. The Board decided to combine the two, giving 
members an option to answer questions on the annual meeting as part of the membership 
survey.  
 
Carol Vandenberg will be working with the survey committee. The surveys will be made 
with Google Forms. The Committee plans to have the 2018 survey ready before the Meeting 
occurs. 
  
VIII. Old Business  
a) 2018 Annual Meeting updates 
Board discussed food options for the meeting. Smeltekop will get specific details at a later 
date. The Board also discussed AV equipment needs and whether presenters should bring 
their own laptops. 
 
Local Arrangements Committee 
Tim Murray joined the meeting by phone. He provided updates on the Annual Meeting 
venue, Wednesday dinner and pub crawl, keynote speaker, open house at the Historical 
Museum of Bay County, reception location, and the Friday guided walking tour of 
downtown Bay City. 
 
Program Committee 
Badgley-Malone reported updates for the workshop on June 13, 2018. A speaker through 
the Midwest Archives Conference speaker’s bureau will lead the workshop on large-scale 
digitization. Session proposals have been coming in and the committee will send reminders 
soon. 
 
b) Board Manual & Position Descriptions 
Benefiel gave the update on the status for this project. She asked members to check 
information currently in the manual related to their positions and calendars and timelines 
they work with. The Board also discussed Google Drive and the option for creating a Team 
drive to improve continuity as members cycle off the board. This also prompted a 
discussion of auditing and archiving official documents. Evasksis-Garrett noted her general 



rule of archiving inactive docs after 6 months. The discussion centered mainly on 
conference planning documents.  
 
IX. New Business 
a) Regional Archival Associations Consortium 
National Coalition for History (NCH) 
Bizonet presented a case for renewing MAA dues and membership with NCH, a national 
advocacy group to which MAA belongs as part of its membership in RAAC. MAA began its 
support of NCH (and its support of RAAC becoming members of NCH) in May 2016 after 
email discussion among the officers, with the following conditions: 
1.) MAA supports RAAC becoming members of the NCH. 
2.) MAA would be willing to contribute to dues, provided the commitment is understood to 
be on a year-to-year basis. 
3.) MAA would likely be comfortable with $100 per year. 
 
Since initial approval of the funding was on a conditional basis, a new vote to renew 
funding for 2018 is needed. Bizonet asked if the Board wanted to change how the 
membership for NCH is reviewed each year. Board members agreed the topic should be on 
the agenda at the September meeting. Benefiel moved to approve dues of $100 for 2018. 
Smeltekop seconded. Motion passed.  
 
Priorities survey 
Bizonet reported for RAAC liaison Kristen Chinery that RAAC is currently seeking 
responses to a priorities survey. The survey asked for MAA’s top three issues from 
provided options, and the Board completed the survey together. 
 
b) General Updates 
Evaskis-Garrett and Arnsman gave updates on their work setting up Wild Apricot for 
membership payments.  
 
The Audit Committee will meet in the spring. 
 
Adopt-an-archive 
Smeltekop will ask Cynthia Ghering if she would be interested in being MAA’s liaison to 
MSHRAB. 
 
60th Anniversary  
A display board used for past commemorations can be updated and used at the Annual 
Meeting. It is not held at the official MAA archives, but with the MAA archivist (Evaskis-
Garrett) so that it can be used again.  The Board made plans to reach out to founding 
members, including Geneva Kebler Wiskemann, to speak at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Caloia will resume the scanning project of Open Entry back issues. Bizonet will provide 
specs and other information from previous scanning work. 
 
X. Future Meetings 



The next meeting is February 2, 2018 at the Historical Society of Michigan The April 13 
meeting will take place at the Michigan Historical Center in the 5th floor commission room.  
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 


